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Gasket Release System 
that makes it the 
safest pressure 
cooker. 
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New Prestige 
*s mure durable 


As pryssgre / w . 'A 

•wwr r«'athe> —*1^ 

Jar>genHi« lewis 
iher*' K lew 

wear and tear || I | 

OAlhe C's'iker 

New Piwiyv will 1009^1 

'Imn srrg other pressure cr>nker 

Other rrasoAs why New Piesn^e 
•« iIht be^ htiy* 

A mure durable extra thKk base 
ar nn rxlra cost 

Stitfther handles with km^ Ia$l>n9 
sMirJe^ steel screws. 

A new ausIlUrv iMndte Mrh a bener 
qr^ that Mayx root 

New (nvei designed lor strength and 
greaier ngldliy 
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Plus all tl»e advantages 

that tr>ade Presngi* I he iiiosr want<'d 

looker lor over thirrv 

years * 

Maximum cooking space wirh laryin 
(ontainers arid ai^ outer finir>g hd 
so you can conk a whole meal in 
minutes 

t>vuble locking lid that prysenrs 
ihe cooker hetrsg opened while 
there is |>rcssure inside 

hiayy ivMifilenarsce with servici* 
centres all over India. 

Six ronvenlenl sites 

ISl assuratH v ul qualih' 
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the people udio /niroduccd 
prcMirv cooidng lo India 





N«w, gentle Dettol soap. 

Give your family Us loving care. 
The care for skin and complexion.' 
For cleanliness and health. 
Everyday. 

The love and care of Deilol soap. 


Give your family the loving care of Dettol soap. 






For complete femily security, 






why will only LIC do ? 


n« plci' ' : ^ ' 




Life Insurance is the ideal way to protect your family. And provide for your okl age. 
Why the confusion? 


Well tnere areHMny f>r:vale sdvsng sche?'vs r ■ 

attractive Why shiHj^d I go in ^or an LIC po* rv -^’sttvic ' 


Before you do anything you might regret, you should know certain vital facts about 
such saving scheme organisations. 


Such as’’ 


Firsi, none of them can offer full security for your family. Only a life insurance 
organisation like LIC can do that. 


But some of them claim to offer insurance and use terms like cover txiruis 
actuarial valuation 


Don't be misled. Only LIC is authorised to transact life insurance business among the 
general public in our country. Only LIC offers complete insurance cover, \whether 
death occurs by illness or accident. 


Then what can these other organisations offer'’ 


ey are not authorised to co'^'dact insurance business They can merely offer 
accident insurance for a limited sum. in collaboration with some other party. Such an 
arrangement can be withdrawn at any time, and does not cover death by natural causes. 


I sec From the life cover standpoint, there ts no substitute for LIC But perhaps a 
private saving scheme may provide better investment opportunities ^ 


You must investigate the security and soundness of any organisation before 
entrusting your hard-earned money to it. Life Insurance Corporation of India was 
constituted by an Act of Parliament. It functions under Government control, with 
Government backing. Which private saving scheme company can match this? 


beliove an LIC policy also entitles me to tax benelits. 


Yes, the Government allows an •'co^e-iax rebate on LIC premiums. Because 
savings generated througn tlC premiums go towards nation-building actlviiiesand 
investments. You are also entitl^ to tax rebates on policies of your wife and children. 
Regardless of their status as earning members. No private scheme can offer this benefit. 


[’i.iii-v^iN A,;, r : i ;n (jM,;N,Kl I'l!!. M rh.jl Mow Shall we oxamin© ihe 
V UiOi;s i r* fni tr'ij :»w l.irri.iy 


♦ % 



seefhatyouYe taking my aav:ce ic neart you 'i r gnt not to put your 
seudO‘tnsu anC8 ^neme: Now lei us consider the urC scriemes ideally 
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Maneka (isndhi ha$ OdCtoao lo conia out m ootn raven agaiosi 
Rai^v Gandfli inheriimg lh« mantle of the late Saojay Gandhi aa 
Mrs Gandhk's ha»r And the rriao haiping her m ihis is Sanfays 
close hiofid Akbar Dumpy' Ahmed The ravoll wiR be formally 
launched on 26 March m ludmow when Sanyay Gandhi's 
loiiowers meal to lake a new Dfadge on ihe*r depadad leader s 
hVjS’poir^l prograrrvne Udayan Sharrr>a mvesiigaies ihts power 
struggle vwthir> iiie PM s lamily Papa 14 


Bihai Ur>ivorsiiY in Mu^afiarpur naa become a den of corrupbon 
and il& vice*chanceilor has bee n blamed, amor^ other things, for 
finarH^isi burtglirrgs along with mempulating marhs received by his 
own feialives m enammaiions Naluialiy. when ihe chenceHor 
wanted lo like a look lor himsell. the VC Ined to thwart his wsd 
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Whti is the aaocdty of the McMahon line on whKh irtdia fm 
boaad rta whole caaa m Ha border draputa wiUk Chine'? 
Subremamarn Swamy digs nto.oU documents lo enow ihe 
McMWn hna't dubious odgms and dafBiis now Nahni ignored 
Bound advice in ihe eerly FifbM to aod out Ihe «sue with China 
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Mrs Gendhi's csmpiign maneger invohrad n illegal i^ent aUot* 
mentA Special Correspondent 

CPI(M) aipeis leader for leaking secrais to poiice^run Ghosh 
Pokcaiw hs/essaa haryansrR#)^ Arimabadi 
UK s dangerous X-rays on immigrants' childranVimal Baiasub* 
lahmanyam 
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Cover trsnsparency of Marieks Gandhi by Creative £ys 



6dltfrr M. J. Akbar 


irnmtm SdiM Sum a«v cm Tmuw* 

Maine aam S«v<niia aaosiM, lifihaiwai 0*>oaa, V««at Sansv«ia 
M«a«ewii Hug S. Urwiia Maivn>9a' Siam k 

aeM CwtwewieaMM SmeKaama eKafiacna^. Saan. Maoriu JaiA 
An emriat a«vi Ova* Aaw M OMiw Am^r* SMiicnarya 

fvSHaM far AnMa Utv Mrtha IM irw^ 4 a»aruira Sa<Mr Siraa*. 
ceevsa msi Sv aiBunwva Mv M anmad ai AnanSi Oiiaai hw iM 
P NS C i.T ScAanw Ms. VM Caiwtia ?«OMA 




























OPINION 




Surys. eel ipsod 

Y OU brnutf}\t out a i\-ry timily 

«or>. C^ndh t « i^ndh or. why 
Svryo was iold lo the H.SS, hy SKubhrfb- 
raia Bh«((ach«iryj i'ehtuaryt Mrv 

Indird (!Ardl>i IS, il'*’ih'. d politi¬ 

cian par axtelU-,’i>'»‘. Kiri ! rirn tMCuity 
wiicinf; lu how 

this titw problem v iilini hir f.irnilv 
S, K. sunh.tlr t 

ll svms that Mr* M.nirh,i OdOilhi hjv 
decided lu rvu wiiii -vii < ihc> RbSi 
Bu( she uiiKhr lu i^ew. r*. t.nimmx the 
RSii. there >•> ewvf' ilul they 

will merely use h^rti: *hetulh'M mr their 
own gams 

Stfbir San Oupt.-i. Cakurr.i 


Shakespeare of Ui’du 


f' t 


I'.ui fiorahh' 


Y ou very aptl> << 

puri in h'^spii.i! 1 % .'vr ti'* j«iri <4iid R. 
C. Dwivedi ‘Ze rrh/*r;'‘, Ih» arlieic 
shows yeur ri»finf*o *•.• oici 4.«;Ticerii 
about one of ifio k rvi* •» 'oi ls •>( thi\ 
century who has bv* ) « ic^t-rid His 

person al I ty c«<uM ':hjini jii) ndividuel 
and leave i stamp ,ii hr. sh^ip wit. 
wisdom and profound rrolii-dinicrtMonel 
eruditum as ea'iU* ns lo lould spread a 
spell of iS''.os.tnds in a 

oiusheira Vumerou^ iW'Ws of SiM>av* 
will join rnw m rounki'Jif you lor re- 
memhermg this * /Sr.rin Ftrque 

KhntmuJ miu cher/.rlr er. * And Mr Aiul 
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Surya rose along with the rising son. Now 
that the son is nu longer, one wonders 
what Its fate is going to be 
<7. V/swenjilwn. Bombay 

Surya which had been eclipsed after the 
death of Sanjay Gandhi, can now hope¬ 
fully be expected to regain its glitter. 
5id>iinef lYadAaA. Sambatpur 

l*he RSS has nothing to do with the Saryj 
deal, as bi'no^v desperately tries tv 
make nut It was an outright Inisiness 
man's deal. You canom connect an cniirc 
organiMtiun with whai an individual 
does in his persunal capacity 
Afrs Maaju Agarwal, CVAiirta 

1 agree with Mr Bhattacharya when hc- 
says that Surra had effectively played 
th^ role of tne opposition moutnpiece 
during the Janata rule. If only it had 
played a similar rote even afici the 
Congressil) came into pt/wei. and had 
exposed the misdeeds ot top political 
functionaties. n would haw breumu I's 
iremely popular. .As things turned out. it 
gradually Imame insipid and uninic-resi 
tng. h is just a\ well that Mrs Ainir"<hw^r 
Anand decided to sell n . 
ft S. Roy. AVw !)efhi 

biruvAv, It Seems. >s nbsesM^d with^real 
mg mass opinion against the ftS$ raiber 
than going m for investigative juuraal- 
istn Your cover story is very distorted 
and the RSS is made *>ui tv be a private 
ragir uf Dr Jam Your comments on the 
KSS are very unfair and in fact, the 
vrganisatiun has abwiliiich no inv* Ke 
ment in the Sofya deal. 

S.indip Shah. Bombay 

The photograph uf M:s Indira Gandhi 
and Maneka Gandhi with Sanjay Gan 
dhi's portrait in the background, pub 
iished with your cowr sinry, was excel 
lent. It speaks for itseJf and is vei> 


graphic- about the exact relationship be¬ 
tween moiher-m-Iaw and daughcer-in- 
law, which became clear only aiier San- 
jay Gandhi's death, ll is also significant 
I hat the piciure was taken on the first 
dearh anniversary of Sanjay Gandhi. 
Asit Kumar Das, Dhanbad 

Surva hj5 been plunged into darkness. 
n Rawar, K»ilhapur 

Whatever be the mtemal family rela- 
lionshijiN of ihe Gandhis, Mrs AJhteshwar 
AnandS celling of .9urya just to embar¬ 
rass Mr< Indira Gandhi, was in bad taste. 
M</w In41111! .Aury.t which once fought 
;ig.iiiisi forces like the RSS has now 
liecome its mouthpiece. 

M A Ahad. Bhubanrswar 

file fuver story clearly discloses the 
despt-iaiv fight fur power within India's 
nio<i tainoiiv family' 

j.iv.iflla .VanJi Rr/,v, Caah»ti 

Gnc oi ms liioiui- wished lo become 
popular vceiniKhi I suggested to him 
(Hal he 'hoiild invcM a few Ukhs of 
rujicey .md (muh.iM' n swk indusirvor a 
l)u*.mv>> oigAnis.iiMin “K ii lu simple?" 
fu* .ivked “Df iiMijse." I vxpUined lo 
him *i*i-tvidk-d von conned yourself 
with the- KhS Si m>ai will ihen pui you 
on rt< vovi'i and vou will get exposure 
ihroughuul the country " 

R K Axr.twaf, (. a/cur re 

Hc-«w d" iioi. in future, waste precious 
pages of SiM»o by allotung rhem ru 
such peiiy issues like family wuabbles^ 
cM-n ll the famih i« ihc Ganohi family 
I hc-rv art Imciilii-ds of oiher more impor- 
larii ihiMgA townie about, boiti national 
,iflj inicrnatiNiu'l. Wilhin each family 
iheie <ir< diffvrenceK of opinion. There is 
iiorlimg so impuiiaoi about Indira Gan¬ 
dhi's (hspares with her daughter-in law. 
Aster Singh. Sanibalpur 


N^iqn of sycoph^ts _ 

Iniliro f*.inilhi iu tneiAv's situation, it is 
iinpcranve ihat rnore and more journal- 


C ungratulationb tv Mr Kuldip Na>ei 
for his bold article, Mr> Candht /rJeos 
sycophants tEactusire, 2d February j. Ht> 
has hit the nail on the head when he s.ip 
char only sycophants make Mrs Gandni 
feel secure This only implies that she 
hates intelligence and men of ability 
around her. Such subtle minds have ov 
place in her administration and their 
places are taken by ignorant, slavish 
officials fn our country, democracy met 
Its death lung ago, ihouj^ 1 do not know 
when, if ever. Mrs Gandhi will openly 
come out with the truth. Where are we 
headed? 

R, (Surueajt Madras 


istN like Mr Navar rcjiori on the decaying 
</fj:ans ut iJio Indian puliiv 
/afrt- Ahm A/mi. Aligarh 

Mr Kuldip .Nayiir has supeiMv analysed 
syiyiphani.y and its iraits. He say-i it has 
sorcad tn^polUics and the civil service. 
However, he has missed out the 
sycophancy m educational institutes. 
More and more* professors atid lecturers 
have turned into sycophants and are 
fiuouragjng the evil among their siu- 
denis. As a result, today I cannot get my 
i.-iiginct-ring degree unless I curry favour 
wirh mv icochc*rs. Thai 1$ the only way 
i»ut in out country these days 
t'Jif* KhArtijou'. Jaipiii 


Mr Nayar has very effectively toni the 
veil of^(he 5y<ophanis whe eurround hlrs 


Poor always suffer 


S aumitra Banerjee's la vest iga cion, 
Bhndurg at Seii>ex eye camp f28 
f ehruaryi exposes yet another sordid 
•-xumple /rf the callouaness and irrespon 
vihniiy of our political bigwigs Wl^rhcr 
rhe fault lies with the doctors or thr 
organisers hardly makes a difference, (t 
IS always the downtrodden who have iu 
suffer m (he bargain. It ceems the free 


eye camp was set up more with newspap- 
ci headlines in mind rather than with 
any genuine desire to serve. 

VfV 4 s Dai, Bhadrak fOriase) 

HhndiMg s<-om\ ut be ihv new one-poini 
programmv that has been taken up by 
the Bihar government, 
c'. S. Liiganaihait, Coimbaton 









In defence of RBI 


'Admit your fault, Mr Vajpayee 


C ongratuJedons xo Mr Tooshar PandH 
fcir his special report. Truth freh/nd 
r/ii* Sdfichaiia CMckat (2fi February), ra- 
vealiiiK the genasifi and modufoperandi 
ftf the dubious nonbanking financial 
pdilnarship firm, 'Sanchaita Invest¬ 
ment/ ll 18 . however, rather surprisiag 
when he certain irresponsible 

comments on tlte Ke&erve Bank cw India’s 
altitude towards this firm. He is possiUy 
ignorani of the powers conferrM upon 
ilu KBI m terms of the HBI Act, 1934 and 
the Banking Hvgulaiion Act, 1949. The 
RBI js not competent to frame any rule 
for regnluimg the activilievof such firms. 
Thi^i hiis hs'en clearly spelt oji m the 
judgement Oulivered by the Chief Jus- 
l>ci' of the Supreme Court of Indt»^the 
text of which win also published m your 
sunte isNUC. 


i: 
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Piv.i// C'hnir rtf hurt V. Ca/rurta 


Decadent nation 


Mr 


I II hvt rrpori, Aitv’HaivMcnvuIrcsifgns. 
honestv IS iiuni.siietf <21 Februorvi. 


Xhiinestv is puni.siietf <21 February u 
Olga IVl(is vividly ds.‘picts the prveanuus 
St .11 e (if Hi t:oTs «il rf ii ec H VI Rg s(x iet y The 
•iriK.le bnogs to mv mind a funloiis 
•..iMiig hv M.ishMV<<lli "PobiKS has no 
irt.kiion to morals.' The stale of polificv 
III IikIij imallv lustdies this ubs*Tvaturn. 
f)n .i(h n<i' has spread alt ihiough our 
njoon.ii life and dismay and gloom loom 
ovei iliL- h<a iron Men of bharaeier, con 
vaiion, miegrnv and knowledge, have 
lieen tciluied to insignificance; merit 
.iiid luli-ni are sncnficed at the all dr »f 
('hgihililv to political offices. Isn’t India 
siipixiseil ii> he the world's Urgvsr demo- 
crai s wnh a speclucuUr iMst and lofty 
ide%ils' The h adcis of our freedom move* 
nicni whii s^tiifiied ihcir lives for a 
nohle c<ni&c*« must lie lorning in ihuir 
gt.ivcs ;ii the phghi nf onr nation 


M r Kuldip Nuvar. in hi> article, Va* 
ifhivee •itjd («a|adtfrfs fKxifusive. 7 


,ip.iyee •ind («a|adtfrfs fKxifusive. 7 
March), iomplviely vindicates me on the 
faciuol pojis of mv Jiiierview in Si'NUav 
( 4 January) regarding Mr Vajpayee and 
the tiaUdari brothers. 

In pariicular. Mr Nayar. who has writ* 
icn tno ariicle after discussing ihe mat- 


icn tho ariicle after discussing ihe mat- 
ler with Me Vaipuyee, siaivs ihal the 
withdrawal of the (Uladari names from 
ihv suspect list < maintained for denial of 
visas I was done at the iiistanee of the 
mrnisirv of exiemal affaiis. l.atc-r. for the 
Withdrawal »i the cases itself a cabinet 
nuiv was prepared by the ministry of 
vKternal affairs, bur it could nol he noted 
iin because the .lanaia govecninent fell 


Mail chauvinism 


K. ffjndjt. C'jh'urttf 


Y our last letter smacks of mail 
chauvinism. 


X chauvinism. 

Saltsh C. Aikant. i'aUulla 


Distorted report 


A siiok (htpiil’s report A schtnit for 
(2) February) prvst-nii 
f.icis in .1 Uisiortc'd manner Hi- gives 
the impression that something very 
wrong IV going on at Jnana Pralmdhini. 
As a pasi vtudeni, 1 would like to point 
out a few things to the author and to 
SUNDAY'S readers Firstly, I he institu¬ 
tion believes in the philosophy of Swami 
Vivekananda. The Hinduism calked of in 
the school is not the rradiiinhally mis- 
undiT^icKKJ castejsm. InJnanilVabcKfhi- 
ni. love and dc-diraiion tv the nation 
comes first. Here, a Muslim or a Christ¬ 
ian can also he a 'Hindu' and still retain 
his fdith Ml Allah or Jesus. In addition to 
(he study se.ssiotis of the Geeta and 
Upanuhuds, the author has ccunpletely 
overlooked ihe fact lhac (he school has 
study vessiims on communism, socialism 
and the economic problems uf India too. 

Cotning io I he bit about 'programiocti 
bovhuod,' I am sure all the past students 
will agree that those were days of fun 
and happiness for us; of challenges and 
adventures And lastly, ihe bit regarding 
the ujtclusivitv fur Brahmins is nut (nia at 
hIL Several nf the workers are non< 
Uiuhmtn^ ft has never been caste but 


abiliim that maiiered. 

I sincerely hope that ihe seeds <4 
discipline and love fur the nation sown la 
the nearis of ihe students who have 
studied here will sometime, some where, 
come to 'he fore, and all my good friends 
will have their share in servi^ this 
couniry lo the best of their abilities, as 
the school taughi us^o 

Virek Kulkami, IIT Powai. Bombay 


By Ihe rvpori i$ appears lo be (hat Dr 
Pendee. the founder-director of Jnana 


Pendee. the founder-director of Jnana 
Prabodhini. lays special siress on charac* 
ter building, development of construe* 
(ive and tectoical abilities and studying 
of Hindu scriptures along with a formal 
schorl education. Such efforts are indeed 

E aiseworifay. Your report seemed lo 
ve been published only to malign the 
insiituiion. It IS in bad caste I think 
scriptures, no matter of which religion, 
are for the beccermeni of the individual 
and only a good Hindu. Muslim or Chrut- 
lan can be a good nattonaUsi. Dr Pendse 
has obviously devoted his life to educai* 
ing generations lo live in a better way. 
Chandra Sarh Mirra v. C^nnao (UF) 
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M/ .Vwamy 


before the note could be submitted to th 
cabinet suh'Cummciiee on politica 
affairs. 


Mr Nayar states in Mr Vajpayee* 
defence i hat he was kept in the dark. Cat 


deience mat ne was Kept in tneoark. cai 
anyone with any knowledge of the func 
troning of government Mlitva' that i 
cabmei minister can be so ignorant o 
what his ministry was doing? 

It IS time for an open admission bv M 
Vajpayee before it is tuo late. I hivi 
come»lb learn of other BJP leaden 
involvemenc with internacional smug 
glers I hope the BJP will agree to ar 
open enquiry in(u this sordid affair, 
^ubramunra/n Swam.r. Now Delhi 


Of P^irana Quila 


I n the item. ^jvaJj... Shi¥gji ... 5hjv^ 
... (Delhi Oiarr. 21 February), D. t, 


X..' (Delhi Diary, 21 February), D. £ 
Nisomuddin quite rightly points out thai 
the Purana Quili is not connected witl 
Shivaji's campaign. However, the inire 
pid Maratha did have a short stay ir 
Delhi at the imperial guest of Emperoi 
Aurongaseb, When Shivaji thought thai 
the Mughal Bight avenge the Marathi 
atiacks on Aurangabad, obtvnji hod fleC 
from Delhi in a hamper. It it, however 
incarreci to place the Purana Quila ot 
the ruins of the Indraprashta ol 
MohaMinrata times. According to the 
earliest historians, 'indra Path'was ihi 
name given ro ihe vasr expanse of land 
between Purana Quila and Khooni Par 
waca (now the Bahadur Shah Zafat 
Uarg). The Mahabhirata tells us tbai 
Raja Indra had srrewn pearls sloM this 
area to keep a sacred vow and aence 
caoie the name 'indra Prasth*. The Pure 
na Quila was coosrructed by Ra|a Anak 
pal in 676 and was rapaired and recon 

siructed by HuBiayun in 1533 and reman 
ed 'Din Panaah' and 'Sher Garh Fort/ 


Mustafa K. Sharwani, Hyderabad 


Last letter 


T he fa^ionable lUmeni now is no 
longer the Tennis Elbow* but the 


X longer tne nennis tJoow 
'Cube Wrivi' 

Chr/.rropher Jones, Cakurra 





^W£R. 


Now look forward to 
summer every year! 


BOkOi foris locorporofe specioHy ongloti 
ares5 br^ed blodes for friOJ<irT><jm Oif 
Jolivory Backed by a sturdy mow fe< 
lower power ;or>$umpt»on As wntt oi a 
steek rc>9ulotor tho' bloods perfec'ly wiiK 
any dvcor 


Boioi Igoy or« pvQiloblo a ron 9 e of 
s^res ood models All mode of superw 
quoliV compooeots All mode *o slrtogenr 
iofO( stondards And bocked by on dl 
tndro network of Over 3500 deo'ers for 
supert after soles service Its th n^s like 
these iKot moke Boioi tSo most I'wsted 
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Congress(l) men to 
quit pro-Soviet 
Peace Council 


W lten Mrs Gandhi btes* her penmen lo cui off iheir rela* 

sed the formation of lion&wirh the World Peace Council, 

the Friends of the This is a Soviet front orsaoisatton 
8(»vi«t Onion, a Con but it has also drawn into its fold 
KresKdi ser-up sepa* some liberal democrats from India 
rate Irum the Indo Soviet and elsewhere. 

Friendship Society, the Communist This move has disturbed the 
Parry of India was greatly upset. Soviet Un^on. Mr N. V. GobUn. 

MtHicuw also did not like it, but minister for heavy industnr and 

when a Soviet deleeiHon came last president of the Indo Soviet 

year to attend ihe anniversary rriendship Society in Moscow, 

celebrations of the fndO'Soviet came to India recently and pleaded 

Friendship Society, it also attended with “progressive'' Congressfl) 

a function of the Friends of the members not to leave the Peace 

Soviet Union, lest it should be felt Council. “It has an Indian as its 

that Russia patronised only ir$ own chairman," he reportedly said. (Mr 

urbanisations. Moscow made the Ramesh Chandra heads the World 

best uf the situation and felt “hap Peace Council, i Even though a few 

py" that it had two organisations of then are not in favour of quit ting 

instead of one to mairtain non* the prO'Soviet fronu.ihey feel help* 

official contacts with India, less because Mrs Gandhi is deter 

Mrs Gandhi's purpose was lo mined to have parallel orgahisa* 
make it clear to Soviet leaders that tions. 

the CPI was not acceptable to her What she has in mind is an 
as broker. It was not the CPI which alternative peace orgamsaiion on 

counted in links between Moscow the lines of the one which Frame 

and New DHhi It was she who had has. She favours links with suth 

let the CPI perform that role for a organisations as they will iini he 

time. She did not stop at asking her identifii*d with coramum^tb. She is 

partvmen to sever connections with believed to have told her progrw 

the fndo Soviet Friendship Society sive partymen that the urganiba* 

only, but also with all similar tions which staged demonstrations 

societies that existed lor fraternisa¬ 
tion with the East European coun* 
tries. The Indo-GDR. Indo* 

Bulgarian and the other communist 
fronts got affected and separate 
Congress(I) organisations came 
into Deing. 

Mrs Gandhi had yet another pur* 
pose: she wanted to mend fences 
with the US. She was keen to nail 
the propaganda lie that she was on 
the Soviet Union’s side or that 
India had aligned itself with the 
communist cuuntriet. It was also 
mearit to be a warning to Mokow 
that It should not, even tfnwiitindly, 
chink Jc could take New Delhi for 

K anted. And now she has taken a 
rther step to make her position 
uneqnivoully clear. She has aiked 


Mrs Gandhi had yet 
another purpose: she 
wanted to mend fences 
with the US. She was 
keen to nail the propagan- 
I da lie that she was on the 
Soviet Union's side... It 
was also meant to be a 
warning io Moscow ^at it 
should not. even unwit* 
trngly, think it could take 
New Delhi for granted. 


against war in countries such as 
France, West Germany. Italy, Hoi* 
land and Ireland were che ones 
really against hostilities and in 
favour of peace. 

Already, there has been a pre¬ 
liminary meeting on this subject 
attended by people like Mr V. N. 
Cadgil, Mr R. Ganesan and Mr R. L. 
Bhatia to chalk out a programme. 
There is a proposal to have an 
interoaiional conference in India 
and 10 invite all the anti*war orga¬ 
nisations in Pans. Bonn. •Rome,' 
Hague. Dublin, London and else¬ 
where. The purpose is to bring 
together people who are in favour 
of detente and Mace without be¬ 
coming part of pro-communist 
fronts or rallies. Whether this will 
enhance Mrs Gandhi's credentials 
in the eyes of Americans is not 
known. But Mr J. K. Galbraith, who 
was in India recently, has returned, 
impressed. Already Mrs Thatcher, 
who now has a personal equation 
with Mrs Gandhi, needs no proof uf 
her bona f/des. That the Indian 
Prime Minister wanes eo have bet¬ 
ter relations with che US is beyond 
any doubt. One does not know if 
moves like the constitution of orga¬ 
nisations, which are not behdlden 
to the CPI or the Soviet Union, 
would make any dilfernce to the 
Reagan administration which be¬ 
lieves that those who are nut with it 
are against it. But Mrs Gandhi is 
trying. 

However. Peking, now an ally of 
Washingiun, appears to be impress¬ 
ed. This IS indicated by the state¬ 
ment made by a Chinese deputy 
foreign minisier in New Delhi while 
at lending the 5*outh-South confer¬ 
ence. (hat Peking was ready to 
make up with New Delhi. An invita¬ 
tion tf» a CPI(M) team to visit China 
al^u indicates that Peking is now 
more definite than before that New 
Delhi is not subservient to Moscow. 
Maybe this will become still clearer 
in the next round of talks on the 
border dispute. 

All this IS said to be worrying the 
Soviet Union. The visit of its de¬ 
fence minister. Marshal D. F. Usti¬ 
nov, to Delhi was meant, among 
other things, to assure India that it 
had nothing to fear about its de¬ 
fence, whatever be the number of 
Ft6s Pakistan might be acquiring 
from the US. 

Despite this, Mrs Gandhi has not 
relented on the Peace Council 
ftoiii. She htts realised—as she 
should have long ago^that the 
Soviet Union needs India as much 
as or oven more than India needs 
the Soviet Union. Another factor 
'that has dawned on New Delhi is 
that friendship with Moscow does 
not mean diluting relations with 
either Washington or Peking, 
though the latter must understand 
that this cannot be at the expense 
of friendship with the Soviet union. 
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Indian edition of Newsweek? End of Assam agitation in sight 

A s^iflenent of the foreigners* issue in Assani. i& vcts i 
likely before the end of April. While differences still 
persist between the central govemment and the agitation 
leaders, the latter may eventually accept e cumpromjsc 
formula evolved by the third party in the current phase ot 
talk^the opposition leaders. That will be mure honour¬ 
able for the agitation leaders than accepting any uniUter 
al solution devised by the centra] government. But this ; 
formula must envisage withdrawal of all punitive mea- ^ 
sures taken against people connected with the agiuuon | 
and naraniee reasonable safeguards fur ihe .\^same^e. 
speaKing community. Latest indications are that ! 
Asyamese parents do not want their children to vet | 
another academic year because of the iigiiation 

I 

Health camp in 
V. C. Shukla’s consti tuency 

Is or IS nut Mr V C. ShuMa getting closer ro rm i^rimr | 
Minister’s household^ The answer seemr*d in he in the ' 
affirmative when it became known ihai the former civil 
supplies minister's constituency. Mahasamuno in Modhya 
Pradesh, was one ol the first to b(« chosen foi a hvalrh ; 
camp under Mr Raiiv Gandhi's scheme to bovu suvJt i 
camps in nil the parliamentary ccmsiuuensies in the ^ 
cnuniiv. As (his became known soon ufter Ka.tiv liruu ' 
Ccidmen. especially those claiming to have close con nani Sidhartha Reddy's visii m Rainui tho sijvo.l M: V , 
tacts with Mrs Oandhi, are increasingly replacing retired C Shukla's huusei arid journey to Maliu>tiinuiiid fo so: s ' . 
secietanes and defence personnel a.s ihe liaison men lor sites for the lampi chief minister Arjuii Sinnh s supporti^rs | 
pilvare companies in New Delhi. One such godmaii. beiame panickv and immediately goi in touch with tirt* ; 
Acharya Siishil Kumarii Maharaj. who styles himself ihc Prime Ministersecretariat Thu rrsnji w.<s rio> ertierj: 
founder president of tnt World Fellowship of Religions enu* on the scene of Mr S K Shukia, an ndiCH .uv % lose K' 
and Ihe Iniernational Mahavir Jain Mission, called a press Mr V C. Shukla and a member ot ihe Cuii;.*u‘>'.(l). He 
conference in Bombay recently to talk about his mission’s declared (hat he was the convener u( the proposed samp I 
headguariers But he took time off to say that he would and it had nothing to do with either Mr K.tiiv Gandhi or \ 
mediate between miJlowners aqd the religiously inclined Mr V C. Shukla The chiet mmi^ivi 's sufo^'^'iers are I 
Dr Daua Samant under whose banner nearly rwo iakh hi eat hi iig mme easily now | 

textile workers have been on strike since mid*January i 

The Acharya said he'd had an hour-long meeting with (h« thcr0 d IvGB I 

Samant family but refused to disclose what had been _ « • .1 nm«i n I 

discussed true to type, he claimed to have closecontacij 3g6nt in tflC rlVl S nOUS6. 

with Mrs Gandhi. -- ' 

According to Dr Subrainaiiiam Sw.jiitn, ii>< Mi ftnm . 
TnHio h/i h^nH nvow B<<nibav who makes no secret ut hi*. t< icndviop lur ( hina ; 

lllUld lU U^IU UVer distrvst of the Soviets, then an iiittsMdnol in the ; 

VlllSSC to Burnid group of advisers and helpets v.ho .d ,ti tlof-s his btt ) 

5—.. for Moscow bv passing nn intormation to the KGB Dv * 

The povernmvnt of India’s decision to hand over Swamy says he will fiisi advise (he KM td his oispicKins'o 1 
Manipur's border village of Malchan to Burma is being th.ii she tan take coriectise action wiihout ihe mutter : 
strongly opposed by the village's inhabitants The hand necessanlv becoming a public scandal I' mrjuss u) be 
over, rbpurtedly the first part of a larger transfer under sceh whether the ebulhcni Di iwamy'-. .iDcg.iimns have ! 
consideration, is'to allow the Burmese tv con&tiuci a any basis m them or not: indeed, whoihei ;his rs noi j 
direct road link between Tama and southern Burma The ijuestion of **Jisinfiirmaiu'ir ui ludc'i u* r diun iliat : 
60D villagers belonging tn the Kuki tribe have vehementlv particular victrm | 

asserted their desire in remain m India and threatened , _ ^ j-i up". ' 

bloodshed if the transtei actually takes place. Fllftl Otl m 


A serious effort is being 
made to bring out an Indian 
edition of the international 
newsmagaiine. Newswetk^ 
An Indian company has 
been floated for the purpose 
and an application made to 
the foreign investment 
board to clear the proposal. 
This should add a complete* 
ly new dimension to (be 
magazine market in the 
country. Incidentally, eU 
efforts in the past to bring 
nut Indian editions of inter* 
national publications have 
been turned down, the sole 
exception being the Keed* 
vr's Iheifsr The PiMt is 
now owned by an tndien 
company, but editorial con* 
trul remains with the parent 
American cumpany 


TN plan to stop idol thefts 


The p«>**vthiUtv of making 
a leaturs' li ngth filni un the 
Ure .Saii;av Gandhi is being 
probed bv the San jay Gan- 


The Tamil Nadu government is devising new ways to 
curb the spurt in the theft of panchafuha idols. Ancient 
idols are being photographed and an album is being 
prepared to enable qiuck verification. The government 


assess the antiquity uf idols being taken out of the di«cussu»iu .iliout the film 
country, teaching self deftnce techniques tv temple with sxner.d >«>vng director^ 
watchmen and mAdng surprise checks on private gniler* anti *111 announcement i< ex- 
iea are the other measures under consideration. petted in ihe near future. 
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The supporters of Maneka Gandhi, smarting under the dominance of Rajiv Gandhi, 
have decided to counterattack. Their chosen venue: Lucknow. Date: 28 March. Formal 
purpose: a convention to laud Sanjay Gandhi's five point programme. Real purpose: to 
show Rajiv Gandhi that the hearts of most Sanjay admirers are with Maneka, not him. 
Maneka Gandhi herself, according to the organiser of the convention Akbar Ahmed, will 
star at the show. Whether Maneka does come or chickens out at the last minute, it is 
clear now that she has raised her banner against her brother-in-law. UDAYAN SHARMA 


O n ir Mi«rbh. the pr«*si- 
i)f th(* CnnRre«»ih in 
I'uar Prndcsh. 
hislMTnhh«r Nath Hande. 
*\n order suspendinfi 
one of ihv vounKe'ft MI.As of his party, 
Akbar *'l)umpv" Ahmed, frum the 
primary membership uf rh« Congres* 
Sll) Akbar Ahmed (“Dumpy" to his 
friends, and ihcreforc cfearlv with a 
wf>g\ b.ick£round> wa*i not a minister, 
was. mil an e^fab2l^hed Congress lead' 
erwith H committed group or followers 
in the AsMfmbly. whs not a threat tn 
the UP CM"*and had repeatedly kepi 
chanting (he basic oath of each mem¬ 
ber of the Congressd) that InJira 
Candhi vr<is hi^ leader, and could do no 
wrong 

Dumpy, moreover, had history to 
commend him. at feast as far as the 
party of Mrs Indira Gandhi was con* 
earned. He was perhaps ihc closest 
friend that Sanjay Giindhi hud. There 
are still many who can testify to ihe 
fact that It was only* Dumpy, among 
Sanjay's inner circle, who could tell off 
the late Sanjay with impunity, and in 
public rhut was a privilege no one else 
was allowed. Dumpy stolid by hb 
friend during (he worst doys. and 
watched the triumph of 19M0 from 
centre stage. H>$ friendship enabled 
him 10 get a ticket for the Asscmbl.v 
elections frum Hrishikesh, and he duly 
reached Lucknow an MLA Less than 
two years after the death of his sup¬ 
remely (luwerful fiienJ. the same 
Akhar Ahmud had bem thrown out of 
the party he had helped bring back to 
p<o*er. Why? 

Because u( a worn.m called Maneka 


reports. 

Gandhi, and l>eijuse of ihv struggle 
between them in become what rhe 
dead Saniay Gandhi once was: heir to 
the throne of Mr» Indira Gandhi. 
The immediafe reason for the sus- 

K rtsion of Dumpy was a conventuin to 
held in laicknow on 26 March (see 
Delhi Didry, 21 March i. The moving 


Maneka. grim dHraninniHm 



spirit behind this convention was 
Ahmed, and he was being helped, 
overtly and covertly, by soinr pioinni 
«nt friends of the lale Sanjay Gandhi 
who had found enough reason to Icel 
that they had no place ni the new 
dispensation of Raiiv Gaiulhi. The otfi 
ciai purpose of the convcnllon was to 
set up a body to 1% called ihe Saniav 
Gandhi Five Homt Forum, And Ihe 
name of the person who would he chief 
guest was announced* Mniicku C.in 
dhi. That was enough to cause a stois.i. 
tion. It was hardly a secret that M;o<* 
eka had desperately wanted lo remaoi 
in politics after her hiishjiurs deoih. 
but had been coldly told bv liei 
motherin-law to stay uwhc and leave 
the way clear for her brother in law 
Rajiv. (To make matters worse. Man- 
eka was (|uite contemptuous of her 
brotherdndaw's abilities, and Ihe 
sentiment was reciprocated.) Maneka 
Gandhi had not been seen M a serious 
political function after her husband's 
death. This convention could only he 
understrsud a.s an effort to relaonih 
her inro politics, being made by her 
friends despite su^esiions (o rhe con 
trary by Mrs Gandni. This was the fiist 
upcn'hini that Maneka Gondht h.id 
nuw brought her rcvidi against luu 
brotherdndaw (if not vet her mothei* 
in-law) into the open. 

And so Mrs Gandhi, acting once 
again in the interests of her son. ttnik 
preemptive action: the UP Congress!I) 
president threw out Dumpy from the 
party. This was the signal for other 
members of Mrs GandhCs party to 
keep away from the show; Dumpy had 
been, spec tficaUv retmivtd for "anti^ 
















cUtrlx ui aati-parcy affair, five point 
pngnmmt or no five point prosram* 
me, The.ConareuU) hi^ command in 
face behaved a$ if it had been thor* 
ou^ty frightened by this convention 
Copies of the SHspensInn order were 
circulated among the MPs and MLAs 
t)f UP» $0 that no one was left with any 
illusions about how participation in 
the convention would he viewed Man- 
eka Gandhi and Akbar Ahmed had 
clearly worried Mrs Gandhi and her 
son. 

^tcr all, it is true that the main idea 
behind the move to hold the cemven- 
lion on 2S March was to regroup all 
those Sanjay loyalists who had been 
relegated to the background by the 
Rajiv caucus. These loyalists had bees 
through the fight during the Janata 
days, and had tasted heady power in 
the months that Sanjay had bMn alive 
in 1^80. They were now chafing under 
the rule of the likes of Arun Nehru, 
who had sat through the Janata period 
Ml the aircondliioned comfort of a 
senior executive's office selling paint 
in Calcutta' Thai there was a sir<ing if 
very quiet lobby against Rajiv Gandhi 
was evident in an incidviu in 19^1 A 
UP mLa. Mahesh Upadhyaya, whu 
was also very close tn Ran jay and 
belonged io the Ahmed group, was 
suspended in I9K1. Ahmed led a signa 
rure campaign to get Upadhyaya rein- 
•Moteil, nnd managed to cnllecr the 
xignaiures of as many as 200 MLAs. 
Rut matters have unly deteriorated for 
Manoka, Ahmed and their friends af¬ 
ter that Akbar Ahmad told one of his 
trienJi recently that things had 
thriiiged so much that Maneka Gandhi 
hud to sell Surya (see Svnoav 28 
VVliruarv) because she could not any 
longer bear the loss of Rs tS.OOO to Rs 
20,000 which the magatine was incur¬ 
ring Whar irony that a publication 
like .S'una should be in such straits 
with the Congress(l) In ppwerl When 
.<aiijay was alive,advertisers were 
climbing over one another to buy 
^pace in that magazine. 

The suspension of Akbar Ahmed 
only means ihat the infighting In the 
ruling family has now come out into 
the open, and this can only sharpen 
the coniradictions within the Congras- 
$(l) Uttar Pradesh has set a fireball 
rolling. 

While watching the arrival of Mr 
Raiiv Gandhi, a political Jumbo jet 
which has not yet managed a genuine, 
lake off, all of us have forgotten a 
young girl called Maneka, the widow 
and ebullient companion of the late 
Sanjay. This was the girl who did as 
much as anyone else to rejuvenate the 
diooping spiriis of the Gandhi family 
in the depression that followed the 
crushing defeat of 1977. Memories gat 
fogg^ by time, but among the ideas 
floating around in late March 1977 
was that Mrs Gandhi would go on a 
tirth ysm for a year. Sanjay Gandhi 
kepi to himsalf. not meeting anyone; 


A sequence vf three pftatoffaphs show 
Mrs Gendfri the irendffiother. affecireea 
te/y ideJimg aftv young Ftnm Varpn. 
RanJor Goiidhib aom. 






his min ale was <fowTi in the dumps. 
Ai cording mnn« businessman who is a 
triend of the family, Sanjay Gandhi 
even went to Solan with the inientinn 
of huyinti orchards; he wanted to settle 
down there. Sonia and Rajiv Gandhi 
were birrvi too about the fate uf their 
family, and tended to blame Sanjay 
and Maiielid for this rather than Mrs 
Gandhi 


changed and eventually power re* 
turn^, obviously she was the centre of 
adulation. 

But suddenly again tragei^ over* 
took her. In June 1980 Sanjay died 
leaving behind a widow, a charming 
young son, and an army of followers. 
And suddenly the second mbst impor* 
(ant woman at 1. Safdarjung Road was 
no longer verv implant. 


greis(I)]< 
with the 


leaders that she was not b 


activities of some o 




Gandhi, Kajri' Gandhi and Jt/eneha; not on fne/id/v terms 


The problems of 
Maneka 


But u chaiterhoK culled Maneka had 
not quite lost hope*. She still had her 
magazine. .Sur^ j. and she began tnedit 
It now with .111 unsuspected rest. No 
one, not ro n iviids. usnd to visit the 
Gandhis then. an«l it was Maneka whu 

gr^duiilh. Sanjay our 

iind old frismU 'nto ihe family en- 
vironmvai She siarii d taking her hus* 
burul out In th« occasional film, or lu 
attend niairijgev bluwly, she louk 
charge <d ihe social life, and then, as 
the puiitical atmosphere began gra* 
dually In ighit nmg for them, she began 
iMviny ridvue on what to do. She used 
i>t wrii<* Sm va frorn cover to cover at a 
time v.'iu ii K') 'cnior Congressman was 


I.. oc 'a^nciatvd with the maga* 


•leK re 


la^ 


I n fi 


In the beginning, both the sides 
It hose who wanted Maneka in politics, 
and those who did not) were confused 
because no or»e quite knew the state of 
Mrs Gandhi's mind. There were 
tumours that Mrs Gandhi bad no de* 
sire to bring Maneka into politics. 
Then une day Mrs (landhi confirmed 
these rumours by openly scoffing at 
the idea that Maneka could take the 
place of Saniay. The decision had been 
made In favour of Rajiv Gandhi. Some 
of Sanjay's old friends suggested that 
while there was no ham i^rrnging in 
Rajiv. Maneka too should be given Her 
place in the sun; that was only her due. 

But Mrs Gandhi was not wiUing. And 
the first part of the action plan for 
bringing in Rajiv was to “cletnae” the 
Youth Congrevsfl i uf anvooe who was 
unable \n transfer his leyalllea from 
Sanjay in Rajiv. In August 1980 Mrs 


went to meet Mrs Gandhi, and presi 
deni ReiDchandra Reth told the PM 
chat the press was quoting her ever} 
other dey ei being annoyed with the 
Youth Congress. He said, “The Youth 
Congress is your own organisation. 
You can be annoyed with certain indi¬ 
viduals and we can turn them out. But 
how can you be annoVed with the 
whole of the Youth Congress?“ She got 
annoyed and made it clear that she aid 
not know who had what equation with 
Sanja^r but, in any case, now new 
equations would have to be set. And 
those who could not ediust to the new 
equations were welcome to leave. 

It was of course quite true iliat Mrs 
Gandhi had no idea who was really 
who in the Youth Congress, since it 
was Sanjay who was totally in charge 
of that orunisation, and it was he who 
had han^icked these people. It was 
equally true that if anyone knew San* 
Jay’s equations it was Maneka. Even 
after severe criticism* of the pro* 
Sanjay elements by Rajiv Canahri 
newfound advisers, they continued to 
keep in oMn and constent touch with 
Gan 


Maneka Gandhi, coming.lu see her at 
the Ph^’s residence where she. of 
course, continued to live. Then Marled 
the harassment of old Sanjay cronies 
till they eventually came down on 
their knees and paid homage to Rajiv 
Gandhi. Kama! Nath faced problems 
till he made the proper noises. Jagdish 
Tytler could not enter the PM's house 
for months. A general secretary of the 
Youth Congres^l), Mr Sarvjit Singh, 
was removed unceremoniously despite 
the fact that he wesone of the few who 
during the Janate days had supported 
(in practical terms) 5urya. Dumpy wus 
thrown into the wilderness. According 
Congress! I) MLA, “All the old 


to a convessu) MLA, "AU tne oio 
friends of Sanjay Gandhi who could 
previously walk into 1. Sefdarjung 


Road without any check were now 
subjected to rigid security checks be 
causa they were still faithful to Man* 
eka. Very often people who wanted to 
see her were sent back after being told 
she was not at home, while she was in 
fact sitting at home and sulking all 
alone.” Another Youth Congressfl) 
leader, who is now an MP and wants to 
remain anonymous, told Sunimy, 
“ Friends of Sanj ay who ere sti 11 friend • 
ly with Maneka are no longer welcome 
at the taMe." 


The attack on* Maneka was also 
converted into an attack on her maga* 
tine Sum In fact, the financial condi¬ 
tion of Sarya soon became worse than 
it bad been even during the Janata 
days. Advertisements stopped coming 
after hinta from fbe new political hus- 
st*. One event proved mis hMihty 
more than anytKing. Narendre Singh 
Bhatl, a minister in the Congress! 11 
goearnmenf in Raiarthan, actually 
started m defamation suit against 
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w»$ given that powerful job—end she and Meneka. Two iniere$tin| things, 
did not even get the token*crumb of first, that Maneka Gandhi's picture is 
being made a trustee. in the cenire; and second, (hat Rajiv 

It was also last month (hat the old Gandhi is conspicuous by his absence, 
friend of Sanjay Gandh, Akbar The idea was clearly to show that 
Ahmed, decided to go ahead with his Meneka could, using (he name of Mrs 
plans for bringing Maneka Gandhi into Gandhi and Saniay. raise her own 
the political limelight. The plan work* crowds. This would be as direct a snub 
ed out was that there would be a to Rajiv Candbi as possible, 
convention in Lucknow to promote the Rejiv Gandhi, backed by his mother, 
causes championed by Sanjay, particu* took action immediately and Ahmed 
lurly the five poini programme, and was suspended for *anti*pany aciivi* 
Maneka would use this occasion to ties." Ahmed's answer to this suspen* 
snnuunce her return to active politics sion i» beyond Itwcal reproach, now 
Care was taken to make every refer- can, he says, he be accused of being 
ence to the loyalty of tlie convention- "anti party" if he wants to promote 
ists CO Mrs Indira Gandhi. As Ahmed Sanjay Gandhi’s five point program- 
says in the interview to SuNtiAV. the me. which is still very much a part of 
posters for the convention will carry the party doctrine? Moreover, on tv- 
the pictures of Mr« Gandhi. Sanjay ery occasion he continues to declare 

Maneka and Mr> O^/tdhi wttch fhe cremsfion 0/ Saniav Candhi 




r issibJe that Mr Bhatl. a friend of 
ajiv Gandhi, could have started this 
case without the tacit consent of Rajiv 
Gandhi. The attack on Surya was sure¬ 
ly because it was a vehicle which kept 
Maneka Gandhi in some kind of lime* 
light 

Worse was to come. Intelligence offi¬ 
cials began following Maneka, and 
efforts were made to keep track of all 
her movements and conversations. A 
fear psychosis was woven around both 
Maneka and those who cried to meet 
her. 

Maneka got another shock when she 
was not even consulted about the 
Saniay Memorial Trust. She wanted 
badly to get charge of this trust in her 
husband's name, Bur Mr Arun Nehru 
was given that powerful job—and she 
did not even get the token*crumb of 
being made a trustee. 

It was also last month (hat the old 
friend of Sanjay Gandh. Akbar 
Ahmed, decided to go ahead with his 
plans for bringing Maneka Gandhi into 
the political limelight. The plan work¬ 
ed out was that there would be a 
convention in Lucknow to promote the 
causes championed by Sanjay, particu* 
lurly (ho five point programme, and 
Maneka would use this occasion to 
announce her return to active politics 
Care was taken to make every refer¬ 
ence to (he loyulty of tl,e convention- 
Ists to Mrs Indira Gandhi. As Ahmed 
says in the interview to Sunoav. the 
posters for the convention will carry 
the pictures of Mrs Gandhi. Sanjay 


Says Akbar Ahmed, “If 
Maneka Gandhi is nothing, 
then why is everybody 
scared of the 26 March 
convention? Is taking the 
name of ^njay Gandhi an 
anti'party activity in the 
Congres$(l)?lfso, the 
whole of the UP govern* 

' ment should resign im* 
mediately.'* 


his toyal^ to Mrs Gandhi. While talk¬ 
ing 10 (his reporter, he pointed out an 
interesting contradiction in the offi¬ 
cial stand that Maneka is a nobody. He 
said, "If Maneka Gandhi iv nothing, 
then why is everybody scared of (he 28 
March convention? Is taking the name 
of Sanjay Gandhi an anii-party activity 
in the Congressfll? If so. the whole of 
the tip eovemment should resign im- 
mediatejy.’* 

The whole effort to keep Maneka 
out of politics has. ironically, driven 
her into It. If she had been given some 
space to build her own political career, 
sne might not have become desperate 
enough to dare her mot her-in law so 
openly. But every attempt was made to 
relegate her to the shadows, and this 
she could not accept. 

Till the moment of writing, a week 
before the 29 March convention, 
Akbar Ahmed insists that Maneka 
Gandhi will still coom tn Lucknow and 
be the star of the invention, despite 
the strong action taken against him by 
I he Congressil) high command Man¬ 
eka Gandhi herselt has. so far. main¬ 
tained a discreet silence about her 
actual intentions. Doubtless, enough 
pressure i> being applied on her to 
remain at home on 21 March so that 
Ahmed's much publicised affair ends 
up a damp $<juib. Certairilv, all the UP 
Congressd) legislators and other kinds 
of leaders have been told tn stay away 
if (hey want to keep iheir future in the 
party secure. 

But just suppose that Maneka Gan- 






Who can meet Mr Rajiv Gandhi? 
Is it possible to meet him? 

Udayan Sharma spoke to Akbar Ahmed after his suspension from the Congressll) 


e ,Don't you hot your sus- 
» pension will effect the attend 
enct at your convention on 29 
March?. 

A> Ki>. My luspsnsion can only 
fri^hioB MLAi. But the Youth Con- 
groMTl) worktn will remain openly 
with us. These people have strug¬ 
gled with Mrs Maneka Gandhi. We 
are getting unprecedented re- 
spmse from alU^se who had suf¬ 
fered for the alke of San jay Gan¬ 
dhi. The convention will itself re¬ 
veal the truth. 

0 : How do you feef after being 
suspended from the primary mem- 
bemtp of the parry which was 
conceived and onanised by your 
^nend Sanjay in 1978? 

A: 1 an not lurpriaed. I knew that 
•uch M acTion would be taken by 
those who were determined to fin¬ 
ish Sanjay supporters, particularly 
those in the Youth CoAgrcsi(f) 
which was raised by him into a 
powerful body. But I am surprised 
that I was not given any opportun- 
i» to eaptaln ny conduct. Above 
all. how can a convention called to 
revive the five point progranune of 
Sanjay Gandhi be termed anti- 

[ inrty activity? If the Congress(I) 
aadtrship has any couragei it 
should first condemn the five |>oint 
programme of Senjay Gandhi and 
then punish me. I shell not be 
cowed down bv this move. 

0- Bur insitfers claim that this 
convention is being organised to 
embarrass Mrs ladira oandhi. 

A: Ihis is not rrue. I am not 
challenging the leadership of Mrs 
ladira Gandhi. The poster designed 
bv us will have three photographs: 
Mrs Maneka Gandhi's photograph 
would be in (he centre, and it would 
be flanked by the pictures of San¬ 
jay and Mrs Indira Gandhi. 

p.’ Then why did you not meet Mr 
JUjIv Cendhi to discuss this con¬ 
vention? You only met Maneka in 
Delhi to discuss this. 

A: Who can meet Mr Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi? Is it possible to meet him? 1 am 
sure (hat I shall not get any 
appointment to meet him. Wa in¬ 
vited Maneka Gandhi because she 
had been in the thick of the strug- 

S e which Sanjay had led. She $ym- 
iJtaes and represents the hopes 
and aipirations of the followers of 
Aanjay Gandhi. Ninetynine per 
cent of these followers are being 
ignored end side-tracked by the 
new ler-up of the organisgtinn. San¬ 



jay Gandhi is today a forgotten 
name in the Congressfl). 

Q: Do you Still believe that Mrs 
Maneka Gandhi wiil inaugurate the 
convention on 28 March.’ 

A; Yes She will. 

What is your ettplanation for 
Mr Sanjay Sink’s charge that your 
convention is oeing financed by the 
RSS lobby? 

A: Sanjay Singh is a known 
sycophant. He is involved in petty 
politics. Bur lor your information* 
Sanjay Singh's father has been a 
hnown RSS activist. He contested 
the Amethi Lok Sabha seat twice on 
the Jana Sangh ticket. 

Q: You claim that the CongrtsMO 
te^ership is systemarica/fy vicrf- 
mising all those who were close to 
Sanjay Cendhi, but on the ether 
hand there is an impressioo that 
Coagressdl MLAs who ware close 
to you are deserting you after your 
suspen^on. 

A: It is not only political activists 
who have been victimised, even 
domestic servants have not been 


'^Maneka symbolises the 
hopes and aspirations of 
the followers of Sanjay 
Gandhi...She will inaugu¬ 
rate the convention on 
28 March" 


spared. So far as the MLAs* deser¬ 
tion is concerned, they will come 
out at the right and appropriate 
juncture. You should know the 
character of those CongrassCl) men. 
After Mrs Indira Gandhi's defeat in 
1977. most of those who worshipped 
her like a goddess vdien she was in 
power, deserted her. These same 
party men started to criticise her 
after her defeat. But these deser¬ 
tions make no difference when you 
are fighting for a right cause and 
justice. I am fighting against the 
notorious caucus which is operating 
at (he Prime Minister's house. 

Or Who are the persons who are 
running this caucus? You have 
ciajmep agam and again that some 
mterastao persons have misled Mrs 
indite Gandhi. 

A: Messrs Anin Nehru, Fotedar, 
and Siddharthe Reddy are re¬ 
sponsible for poisoning her mind. 
Arun. • chemical merchant, Fote¬ 
dar. a clerk* and Siddharthe, a 
small-tine political operator, are 
(eying CO control everything. But I 
don't understand how a convention 
in (he memory of Sanjay could be 
termed as anti-party. This conven¬ 
tion will definitely take place. 

Q: Don’t you fael that th/s srete- 
menr oTyours wit! merely aggra¬ 
vate the siruar/on and the PMwifi 
become more angry? 

A: How? 1 haven’t said a single 
word against her. She is still my 
leader. I am only opposing this 
caucus. We are not revolting. If she 
personally asks me to postpone the 
Che convention. I will do so. But who 
is B.N. Pande to suspend me from 
ihe panv? Where was he in 1977-78 
when Vouih Congress(I) workers 
were fighting a political battle 
under the leader^ip of Sanjay 
Gandhi? 

Q: Mr Vishwanath Prarap Singh, 
rhe UP chief minisrer, has denied 
your cirim that he had offered a 
ministerial post to you, 

A: t was contacted by Mr Deshraj 
Singh, resident conuniisioner of the 
UP govemraent in Delhi. Ha was 
acting as an emissary of Mr Vish- 
wangth Pratap Singh. He cold me 
that the CM wanted dtls conveotlcm 
to be postpoi^ beceuse he was 
coosideriag giving me (he chair¬ 
manship of the Youth Welfare 
Board. He also told me that aftar 
being appoint^ chairman of this 
board, I would be Inducted Into the 
state cabinet 





dhi and Akbtr Ahmed maAefle (o pull 
off a coup in Lucknow on 2S lierchr A* 
we wrote earlier, this could set a 
fireball rolling, and in a state whie^is 
considered crucial to the fortunes of 
any political parry. There ts a feeling 
amnna Maneka supporters that the 
lime has now come to fight the doini* 
nance of Rajiv Gandhi in the Congres* 
t(I). They do not have too many illu* 
lions about the possible outcome, 
which is quite likely to be defeat. But 
they do not have any option either. As 
one of them told Sunoav . “Even if we 
do not revolt against Rajiv and com* 
pany, we will be driven out from the 
party. Isn't it better to lose after 
putting up a good fight?" 


Maneka fights back 


At some point fn 19$ 1. Maneka Gan* 
dhi and her mother. Mrs Amteshwar 
Anand. ubviovisly decided that they 
had had enough, and would now strike 
back however they could. One sup* 
poids they realiseo coo that Mrs Can* 
dhi was not an easy adversary. But 
while Maneka Gandhi has many and 
well documenred weaknesses, she 
does have one acknowledged strength; 
she has guts The first part of their 

K * in revolved around selling Sury». 

e magatine was losing money, and 
that was a good enough formal reason. 
But they clearly wanted a sting in the 
sale too. They could have found many 
buyers. But they decided to give over 
the publication to a person with R5S 
connections, and that was how Dr R. K. 
Jain got control. (According to reliable 
sources. Dr Jain intends, in the first 
issue he bring out. to write the whole 
story of the Surya sale and subsequent 
developments.). 

The fact chat this sale did upset Mrs 
Gandhi was very clear. Hectic efforts 
were made to persuade both Maneka 
Gandhi and Dr Jain to invalidate the 
sale. Swami Dhirendra Brahmachari 
offered to buy the magazine back Dr 
Jain wa.s wooed by Rajiv Gandhi. Even 
a respected person who has devoted 
her life to religmn. and whose bles* 
sings the Gandhi family often seeks, 
was asked to intervene and did. But 
both the seller and purchaser of Sufya 
remained adamant. 

After that something very curious 
has been happening in Delhi. It is 
impossible loVelieve the stories going 
round the capital, but the very fact 
that some people who call themselves 
close CO Maneka are saying such things 
is itself indication of the bitterness 
that has crept into the Gandhi family. 
One person who claims to be a con* 
fidant of Maneka is going round Delhi 
telling a few selected people that 
•Maneka feels her life is in dangerl Ke 
claims that there is a deep conspiracy 
to ensure that Maneka doea not man* 
age to enter politics. The list of con* 
pTainu alleged by this confidant ex* 
tends from family jewellery being 
taken awey from Maneka to mattars 
far nore ilAlster It is not neceaaanr to 

tasss^^:-. 


First round goes 
to Maneka 


A KBAR "Dumpy" Ahmed, by 
anaouncing that Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi will address the Lucknow con* 
vention.has acquired a rare distinc* 
non: he has managed to be the first 
person to pose a serious challenge 
to the nascent political career of 
Rajiv Gackdhi. Hitherto, the Rajiv 
versus Maneka tussle had been the 
subject of hushed whispers. Now 
the incritues within the Gandhi 
hiMJieholo have come out into the 
open. The directive of the UP Con* 
gress(l) leadership to suspend 
.Akbar Ahmed, at the behest of 
Rajiv Gandhi, has certainly given 
Maneka Gandhi a moral victory in 
the‘preliminary mund. 

Maneka's immediate fate will be 
decided by whom <be will project 
as her main enenw; Mrs Indira 
Gandhi or Rajiv Gandhi. If she 
decides to fight Mrs Gandhi she is 
bound to fall even before she starts 
running. (Remember Mrs Vi* 
jayalakmmi Pandit?) However, in a 
confrontation with Rajiv, she 
stands a better chance Her 
strategy for the time being is to 
project herself as the Icvv behu 
(wife) who is trying to fight the 
machinations of a scheming 
brt)ther*in*law in the battle for sue* 
cession within the family. Akbar 
Ahmed's strategy is sound; in his 
statements from Lucknow he has 
Studiously avoided any anti indira 


slant but poured venom on Rajiv 
Gandhi. Anin Nehru and Makhan 
Lai Fotedar. But this is likely to 
make little difference with Mrs 
Gandhi. 

Even if Maneka does not go to 
Lucknow on 2B March, she has 
certainly made her mark in pulitics. 
The success story of Maneka in 
recent times has been written more 
by the pens of ihebverzealous and 
inexperienced advisers of Rajiv 
Gandhi than by the Maneka enthu* 
siasts. Maneka is assured of the 
backing of the young purtymen 
loyal to San jay Gandhi during the 
lean days of the party between 1977 
and 1979 As many of these party* 
men have been given the cold 
shoulder by Rajiv Gandhi. Man* 
eka's fask has been made easier. As 
far as Youth Congress(l) activists 
are concerned. Rajiv Gandhi can 
only trust new entrants. He has 
managed to antagonise the robust 
Sanjay supporters and replaced 
them with his own followers who 
are contemptuously referred to as 
-softies " 

There is one bit of fine irony in 
all this: Arun Nehru was given a 
ticket for a byelection when Sinjay 
was alive and it was Maneka who 
was instrumental in getting him the 
nomination; he is one of me Rajiv 
Gandhi's main lieutenants new. 


It had not taken very long for the 
hostility between Rajtv Gandhi and 
Maneka to manifest itself in public. 
Bhati's case against Surra is an ob* 
vious example, but there were other 
curious incidents which clearJy spoke 
of tension in the family. For instance, 
the book 00 Sanjay which Maneka 
wanted to release on 14 December 
19$0. and for which function invita 
cions were sent odw by the Sanjay 
Memorial Trust. At the last minute the 
function was suddenly postponed after 
a family dispute over certain portions 
of the text, bveniuilly. when tnc book 
was released there were no changes 
made, so Maneka did manage to win 
that round. But there was noting else 
she was going to win after that, in fact 
she has harifly made a public appMr* 
ance since then, and during this period 
we have seen Mr Rajiv Gandhi slip 
away from Ihdian Airlines (after a 
great many leading and misleading 
pfediccions) and into the cushioned 
chair from which he is.currently he/p* 
ing his mother run the country. 

There was tension too over the 
Ameihi election. Maneka Gandhi 
wanted her husbend'i seat, but lost* out 
to her bfother*iA*law. One reason 


given for this was that she was still 
underage when the Ameihi byelection 
w*as held, but if Mrs Gandhi had 
wanted her to stand from Amethi the 
elections could easilv have been post* 
puned by a few months in order to 
accommodate Maneka; she would 
have reached the required age of 2S by 
then. 

19$1 was a year of increasing de* 
pression for Maneka and her ambi* 
tious mother. With the In.ss of pi’vver. 
friends became scarce and all thnse 
who used to help her either stopped 
doing so or paid the price for con* 
tinuing to help. Talk nas it that a 
central minister lost hi$ job only be* 
cause he continued to use whatever 
muscle he had to help Maneka Gandhi. 
Advertisers disappeared from fiiirvA 
The most faithful of them all, Charan- 
jit Sin^ of Campa Cola, did not pay 
his bills. We learn that he has also now 
been tofd to* dissiKiate hJs company 
from Rajdhani General Traders—the 
firm whose trucks were used by Singh 
to distribute Campa Cola to retailers. 
Rajdhani General Traders was a com* 
pany started by Sanjay in the Janata 
davs, and it remains in Manaka'seon* 
trol. • 


\ 




SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Does the Sino-Indian 
border exist? 


DR SUBRAMANIAM S^AMY. b3$ing his contention on historical record. • 
claims that the Indian position is false in the tx>rder dispute with China. 


P airioiisffl withour «:onsi’ience 
is fascism. DemocrMy with 
uui pursuit of truth is a mir- 
due. The saddest chapters of 
history have been wriiien 
when ftovernments have menaced and 
programmed truth. Occasionally, poll* 
ncel leaders have been simply tKtkor* 
ant and have sought to cover up their 
lack of knowledge with bluff and lies. 
Later, they have been trapped by their 
own baseleu assertions, and have then 
invoked patriotism to cover up the 
falsehoods. The costs of such coverups 
have invariably been high, often even 
in terms of precious human lives 
The recent history of SmO'lndian 
relations is founded oi* ignorance of 
truth. It is a unioue case of the two 
ill-informed. Fumblini Prime Ministers 
of (he world's most populous nations 
trapped by their own earlier falve 
postures, the result? A war, over 
10,000 dead, damaged economies and 
a broken relationship for two decades, 
benefiting neither side. 

It is one ^ the tragic verdicts of 
historical research chat the Sino- 
Indian war of 1%2 was totally un¬ 
necessary. The Indians called it 
Chinese aggression, and (he Chinese 
called it Indian eipansiunism. It was 
neither. It was a war of folly. OKar 
Wilde had said. **Where ignorance is 
blls5. it IS folly to be wise." That's how 
it was. but we can no more afford in 
make ignorance bliss. 

On 7 October 1950, a year after (he 
founding of the People's Republic of 
China under the presidentship of Mao 
Tse-Tung. Chinese troops entered 
Tibet to “liberate” it. Exactly a month 
Uter, on 7 November I9S0. that iron 
man Sardar Vallabhai Patel wrote a 
long letter to Prime Minister Jawahar- 
lal Nehru stating inttr alia, (he lolluw- 
IngT "In the background of this, we 
have to consider what new situation 
now faces us as a result of tfie dis¬ 
appearance pf Tibet...We can, there¬ 
fore, sefely auuoie that very aoon they 
will disown all the stipulations which 
Tibci has entered into with us in the 
past ..The undefined state of the fron¬ 
tier and the existence on our side of a 
population with Its affinities to Tibe¬ 
tans or Chinese have all the elements 
of potential trouble between China 
and ourselves." 

Sardar Patel then went on to prop¬ 
ose to Nehru an ll-point plan to meet 
the situation which incluobd the need 


10 formulate "the policy in regard lo 
the McMahon line * On receipi of this 
sound advice, Jawaherlal Nehru was. 
however, irritated. On foreign policy. 
Nehru thought he had divine wisdom, 
and this reflected in his reply to Patel 
dated IS November 1950 He wrote 
rather patruAisingly. "If we lose our 
senve of perspeciive and world 
strategy and give way to unreasoning 
fears, then any policy that we might 
have i> likely to fail" 

AM that Sardar Patel wanted from 
Nehru wa.t a recognition that since 
China would soon repudiiie all 
treaties Tibet had signed with India, 
the undefined state of the frontier 
called for "a policy on (he McMahon 
line" Instead he got a lecture on 
“perspectives" from Nehru. 

Nehru snon thereafier recognised 
the Chinese sovereignty over Tibet, 
while all along he had said that India 
would not go oevand recognising the 
suaeraintv of China On one occasion 
in the late I9!>0s, he told Nath Pai in 
Parliament that the Chinese language 
did not distinguish between sovereiu- 
ty and suserainiy. and therefore in the 
translation of the Indian note into 
Chinese an error had crept in: suzer¬ 
ainty was iransJaied as sovereignty. 
This is entirely false. For centuries the 
Chinese have used the term trong fwu 
chuan to describe suzerainty, and ;wu 
eftaan to denote sovereignty. Unfortu¬ 
nately. nobody then in Parliament 
knew the Chinese language to expose 
Nehru's i^orance. A year earlier, Sar¬ 
dar Patel had suggested that before 
recognising the governmeot of the 
People's Republic of China. "We 
might have a discussion in the 
cabinet.** Nehru had replied that it 
would not be useful b^ause "most 
members of the cabinet have hardly 
followred these intricate (diplooiacic) 
conversations end (diplomaticI con¬ 
sultations.*' Such arrogance blended 
with ignorance of facts led ultimately 
to iu6i. 

History wUl record that Sardar Patel 
was right As Tibet became a province 
of China—which b what sovereignty 
meant—all the treaties signed by 
Tibet stood dissolved, because China 
repudiated them. Amongst these 
treaties was the one incorporating the 
McMahon line In Parliamont. on 20 
November 19$0. Nehru ceteg^cally 
stated that "the frontier from Bhutan 
eastwards hu been clearly defined bv 


the McMahnn line which was fixed by 
the Simid Lf.liventioa iil 1914," Tins 
conveniiun Tibet had signed with 
India 

Nehru's assertion made no legal 
•sense. If TilnM Leaved to be indepen¬ 
dent. then how is the consequence of J 
treaty with a dicsulwd state vtill 
valid? 

His Holiness, the Dalai l^ma, u|mh 
his escape to India in 1959, addievsed 
the Indian Council of World Atfair». 
New Delhi, in which he said, “The 

K vernment of India cuniendn ihai (he 
undary between Tibet and IndiH hav 
been finally settled accurdinc to the 
McMahon line, but this biniiioaiy was 
laid down by the Simln convention. 
And this convent ion wa> valid ujkI 
binding only as betwveh Tibet and (he 
Eritisli B^vernment, If Tibet luid no 
international status ai (lie rime of ibo 
conclusion of the conventjon. it had no 
authority in enter into ^uch an agioe- 
jTient Therefore, II is jbuiidaiiily cleoi 
(hat if you deny thv sovereign status ol 
Tiber, you deny the validity of il>e 
McMahon line “ 

Bui Nehru rook this contradictory 
stance throughout his tenure ,is Prime 
Minister. On ihe one hand ihc McMa 
hon line was the official houmUrv 
because of the 1914 .Simla cunverKion, 
and on the other hand. Tibet is and has 
been a province of Chin;i, Nehru 
should have heeded Halol's warning 
because the'government of Chinu hod 
in 1914 refused to agree to he a 
signatory to the Simla convciitiun. 
Therefore Nehru in 195U should have 
demanded j price for agreeing to 


Map publhhcd by iht Survey cf India in 
19 ^ (border arrow marked I shows the 
%tcMahou Una as ^undvm.ircaied ' and 
the Jiksai Chin as “boundary undefined^ 










f c omlM lh« of CbiM 

over nbet. B« tlwaid acre itkoil the 


ChiMM ksderihip lo clarify ita posf* 
tion on tbn McMal^ bne. TJtia ia whai 
Sardar ^lel had wanted, but Kehru 
was arroundy wrapped up in his 
“parspeetTves" of World affairs. 


W hile Nehru was discoursing on 
the fixitv of the McMahon line 
b 




India's official cartographer, pub¬ 
lished a reap Titled '’Pontical divisions 


lished a reap Titled '’Porttical divisions 
in the new republic of India" ^see 
onej, showing the border along the 
McMahon line as **undenarcated.** 


and the Aksai Chin area as "boundary 
undefined." This was In 1950. thm 

S ears after Independence, nod just as 
lehru was assuring Parli^reent of the 
opposite—vrs., that the boundary was 
fixed and defined. Obviously, the 
home minisiry was unaware of the 
external affairs ministry's stand, and 
in turn the Prime Minister was in the 


dark about hit' own maps. 

Much later, when Nenru moved a 
resolution in Parliament on 8 Novem¬ 
ber 1962 (the resolution became 
famous because *MPs had stood up to 
take an oath "to drive the aggressors 
out"), he misinformed the House even 
on the true position of the 1914 con* 
vention. He said in the Lok Sabha on 
that occasion: '‘Even it the Chinese did 


not accept it (the McMahon line)—and 
I would like to say that the objection 
they raised in 1913 was not based on 
their objection to the McMahon line. It 
was based on their objection to 
another pert of the treaty which di¬ 
vided inner Tibet and outer Tibet, the 
McMahon line did not come in that" 
This statement of Nehru is false on 
the following two grounds. First, the 
Chinese did object to all the boundary 
lines drawn by Sir Henry McMahon. 
On 13 June 1914. about three weeks 
before McMahon initialled the Simla 
convention With Tibet's plenipotenti¬ 
ary Lonchen Shatra, Mr Sun Pao-chi, 
China’s foreign minister, handed a 
memorandum to the British ambassa¬ 


dor in Beijing protesting, inter a/ja, 
the McMahon line (then called the red 


the McMahon line (then called the red 
line because it was marked by McMa¬ 
hon in red pencil). 

The British ambassador, Sir John 
Newell Jordan, communicated on 16 
June 1914 Sun's memorandum to Sir 
Edward Grey, British foreign secretary 
in London, in the following words: ”1 
have the honour to forward translation 
of the memorandum handed to me by 
Mr S\m Peo-chi, minister for foreign 
affairt, on the 13th instant, together 
with copy of a map showing the bound¬ 
aries of inner and outer Tibet as 


proposed by Sir Henry McMahon (red 
ano blue), as now proposed by the 


and blue), as now proposed by the 
Chinese government between Inner 
and outer Tibet as first put by the 
Chinese at conference (yellow) " 
Therefore the Chinese objection was 
not merely to the boundiW between 
Inner and outer Tibet as Nehru told 
PffUapieet but boundaries of innar 
•M outer Tibet os well, which in- 





Survey of tndi* mep of 3917 tboeder arrow marked/ doci noi ihow the McMahon 
line. Tfw tredinooal border is shown waff beiow it. (Right) M*p published hy 
the k’nc.vrfofwadca Anteno^ in 3929 s3>ows the seme rr^/nonef houndery 


the Simla ccmveniion (1914) as fixed 
and final, then why ^d she refrain 
from publishing the maps for 22 years? 

The Survey of India published offi¬ 
cial maps in 1917. three yeass after the 
Simla convention. In that mn. the 
McMahon line, is not ^own. Insiead 
the "iradiiional" border along the 
Assam Himalayan foothills below the 
Tawang tract, and well below the 
McMahon line. Is shown (set map two). 


In 1929. (he Encyclopaedia Britian- 
nica published its 14th edition. In It 
the map ol the lndo*Tibet border was 
also published (see map three). 
Volume 24 shows the same '‘tradition 
ol” boundary—below Tawang—and 
not (he line aetennined 15 yean ear¬ 
lier by McMahon. Were (hese facis not 
kiv'wn to Nehru? 


Why did Ihe British auihorities not 
implement Sir Henry McMahon's 
agreement with Lonchen Shatra? In 
cidentally, it is interesting that all the 
three plenipotentiaries—of India, 
Tib^ and China—were sent into dis- 
gr^c by their respective government> 
soon after the Simla conference. The 
Chinese representative. Chen l-fen 
(also called Ivan Chen) was disgraced 
because he initialled ihe maps without 
his government's sanction. In fact, he 
was suspected of being a British lack 

S y. In a secret telegram sent on 20 
ugust 1911. Sir John Jordan, the 
British ambassador in Beijing had 
stated'. "It is a decided gain to have a 
.man like Ivan Chen on the frontier." 
The Tibetan representative Lonchen 
Shatra was abo sent into obseurity 
because of hi$ signing away Tawang to 
McMahon. Ironically, the man who did 
the must for British India. Sir Henry 
McMahon, was immediately transfer¬ 
red 10 Egypt, which was the British 
bureaucracy's way of expressing dis¬ 
pleasure. Britain refused even to ack 
nowledge his maps for 22 years there¬ 
after. 

Whv did the British react iu this 
mannW? One reason was that Breixiii 
did not want to jeopardise its coiumer. 
cial interests in China. Hie Manchu 
dynasty was overthrown in 1911, and 
Yuan Dhih-kai had become President 
of China Yuan was being wooed by 
the British, and they did not want to 
annoy him. Besides, in necotiating 
with the Tibetans. Sir Henry McMahon 
was flovTing Instnictioas from London 
uPd goUig Myond bis brief. Thu>, ihv 


secreury of state for India, Mr Robert 
Crewe-MUnes, had sem a telema to 
Viceroy Hardinge on 1 July 1^4, just 
two days prior to the signing of the 
Simla coiivanrion, as follows: "Confer¬ 
ence regarding Tibet. Please refer to 

f our telegram dated the 29ni ultimo. A 
inal meeting of the conference should 
be summoned by Sir H. McMahon on 
the 3rd July. If the Chinese plenipo¬ 
tentiary then refuses to sign, negotia- 
lions siiould delinitelv be terminated 
by Sir Henry. He should express ro the 
Tibetan representative great regret at 
failure to arrive at a settlement *and 
should also assure Lonchen Shetra. 
thai Tibet may liojiend on diplomatic 
support of His Majesty’s guvemment 
end on any assistance in the way of 
munitions of w;ir whicli we can give 
them, if aggression on part of China 
continues." . 

Thus. McMahon was not authorised 
to sign any aKreeineiit wirh Tibet in 
the abseiKc cd Chinese concurrence. 
This was also the commitment of Bri¬ 
tain m (he Aiig)o Russian convenrion 
of 1907. Jusi m case Vtceroy Hardinge 
remained in doubt, Crewe-Milner tent 
another lelegiiim on 3 July 1914: 
“With teferenu* u» your telegram of 
the 2nd instani. separate signature 
with Tibet canmn t><- authoriseo by His 
Majesty's govc inm^nt. Sir H. McMa¬ 
hon should pui'.oed in ihe manner laid 
down Id my telegrams dated, respec- 
tivciv, 'lie Ut and 3nd July, if the 
('hineso del( u^tc ictuses to sign." But 

disregarding those instructions, , 
McMtthuii weiu .diead and initialled 
an ll-nrtiiie vouvt^uiion on 3 July 1914 
with the Tilivt.ins. in clear violation of 
the Anglo Hus^ian convent ion of 1907. 

1-ord HardmA*. however, had been 
indulgeiii with MiMahcm. He had in 
telegrams lu C'towo Milner frequently 
relcrrrd ui l»uvv tV.c Russians by being ' 
tough tviih the ChiiiCMi were getting 
their wjy in Mongolia. However, even 
be had lo sav following while 
forwardmj; MiMdhrioS memorandum ' 
lo L\>ndoii on 2.) July 1914; “...We ' 
recognise tlmt a % on si deration g( the , 
r-avterii or liido rhiiivse portion of the '• 
nui Ih eastern liioitioi did not form 
(Stri uf the lur.t;oM-, of (ho conference, 
and we wouirl ihoicfoie request that ' 
(In n.-os Mill pul forward 

mov )ir Os personal to Sir . 

rirniv 'v- .Million, to* (m( ai present ^ 
•^riMiU oiidniM (T.-ni of tne Rov** 

I 




Sif Henry McMahon was ab)e to get' 
away with fiottiing of inacructioea hy 
ua^ng The age-old bureaucricsc device 
of Ending mild contradiction in in< 
struciiona from London and m not 
having time for references. He has 
recorded in his memorandum regard¬ 
ing progress of negotiations from 1 
May to 8 July 19U that "1 was some* 
what uncertain however as to the 
exact intention of his Majesty's gov* 
emment in regard to final action.. 
There was no rime for a further refer¬ 
ence to London, and 1 accordir^y 
decided rhar if the Chinese plenipo- 
lentiary refused to cooperate at the 
last moment. I would not sign with 
Tibet hut would initial the amended 
convention and map in concert with 
my Tibetan colleague.** 

Therefore, the so<alled McMahon 
line which the government of India 
refers to in every discussion on the 
Smo indiao border question, has no 


Ibgal .valitfcy'aMn^ W ^ae- 
ninf V codvgiulon rl|M W binding on 
the gavarament cd CMna. One could 
have stretcM .tht initiaUmg of the 
19S4 meflkttandua as a binding atf ee* 
rncht. but the day wc accepteo the 
sovereignty of Chm over Tibet, that 
flimsy basis also evaporated. Even the 
mitUllmg of the Sitnla convention by 
Sir Henry McMahon and Loncben 
Shatn of Tibet, was in violation of the 
Anglo-RussiaB convention of 1907 by 
which Britain bad agreed not to deal 
with Tibet except through the in¬ 
termediary of China. 

This is why the British government 
refused to acknowledge the existence 
of the McMahon line till 193$. Be¬ 
tween 1914 and 1933. nothing had 
happened to change this attitude of 
the British government. However, in 
1933 the 13rh Dalai Lama "attained 
the heavens." The Kuomintang gov¬ 
ernment despatched General Ruing 


How the books 
were altered 


« uvwion from C.U. Airchiion's 
ollection of enmemants. traoties 
and sanads. oupf/shed under rhe 
auihoriiy of the foreign and poixtic- 
af department government of to- 
dia. rot XXV {t929}: 

Orliliil 

"In 1913 a conferance of Tibetan, 
Chinese and British pleni- 

G ntiartes met in India to cry and 
I about a settlement in regard 
to matters on the Sino>Tibetao ^n* 
tier, and a tri-partile convention 
was drawn up and initialled in 
1914. The Chinese government, 
however, refused to permit their 
plenipotentiary to proceed to fuU 
signature.** 

Fwws 

"In 1913 a conference of British, 
Chinese and Tibetan pleni¬ 
potentiaries was convened in Simla 
in an attempt to negotiate an agree* 
meni as to the international status 
of Tibet with particular regard to 
Che relations of the three covem- 
ments and to the fronrier of Tibet, 
both with China and India. After 
prolonged negoria cions the confer 
ence, under ^e presidency of Sir 
Henry McMahon, drew up a cri. 
partite convention between Great 
Britain, China and Tibet, which was 
iniriaUed in Simla in 1914 by the 
representatives of the three per* 
ties. The Chinese government, 
however, refused to reiify the 
^reement. by their refusal depriv¬ 
ing ihemielves of the benefits 
wmch they were to obtain there¬ 
under, among whidt were a definite 


recognition that Tibet was under 
Chinese suxerainty. and an agree- 
mem to permit a Chinese ofticial 
with a suitable escort not exceeding 
300 men to be neintained in Lhasa. 
The convention was, however, rati¬ 
fied by Great Britain and Tibet by 
means of e declaration accepting its 
terms as binding as between them¬ 
selves. 

The convention included a defini¬ 
tion of boundary both on the Sino- 
Tibetan end the Indo-Tibeian fron¬ 
tier. On the Sino-Tibetan frontier a 
double boundary was laid dovrn. 
the portion between the two bound¬ 
aries being spoken of as inner Tibet 
and (hat part of Tibet lying west of 
the westerly boundary as outer 
Tibet. 

Owing CO the failure of the 
Chinese government to ratify, these 
boundaries, however, remained 
fluid. The other frontier between 
India and Tibet on the Assam and 
Burma border s which was accepted 
by Kis Majesty's government and 
the Tibetan govemmeot, was laid 
down between the eastern border 
of Bhutan and the Isuasi pass on the 
Irrawedy*Selween water-parting. 
West of the Brahmaputra bend this 
frontier for the most part follows 
the mats axis of the Himalayas, and 
east of that ^int includos all tribal 
territory under the poUikal ccmtrol 
of Assam end Burma govemoients. 
This frontier throuMout stands 
back some 100 mllM from the 
plains of India and Burma. 

A new set of trade regulations 
betwe e n Greet Britain end Tibet 
were concluded under the conven¬ 
tion to replace the earlier regula* 
tienj of 1B93 «od 1908.* 


Md-tung with < hl|H*pbwered dhI»B' 
rian to Lhasa to mourn his death. Toe 
delegation carried enough gold to 
bribe the whole of Tibet, and stayed in 
Lhasa for six months "co moura” the 
Dalai Lama's daath. This scared the 
British In India. General Hoang also 
obtained a reaffirmation from the 
Tibeons of Chinese suteraignty over 
Tibet. 

I N 193$ a British botanist. Mr King- 
don Ward, was arrested by the Tibe¬ 
tans because he entered Lhasa via 
Tawang. Thev argued that he needed 
authorised papers to pass through the 
Tawang tract. The foreign and politic¬ 
al department of the government of 
India was entrusted with the case. A 
deputy secretary, Mr Olaf K. Caroe 
(later knighted 1 .celled for the files. 
Perusal ot the files enabled Caroe to 
stumble on the McMahon-Shatra 
agreement on the MvMahon line. 
Veers later. Sir Olaf Caroe recorded in 
a journal. Atian Revtew (published in 
London)._Jinuary 1960 issue, the fol* 
lowing. '‘The McMahon line wes drawn 
just before world war I and then 
forgotten, end I know all about this 
because it was I who discovered that it 
had been forgotten." 

To bolster their case vis-e-vis the 
anesi of Mr Kmgdon Ward, the gov¬ 
ernment of India on the prodding of a 
teputy secretary, decided to pursue 
with His Majesty*s government in Lon¬ 
don the need to accord official public 
sanction to the McMahon line, and 
with retrospective effect. 

Official public sanciion of treaties, 
maps, etc. were given in those days by 
a publication called Coffee non pf en¬ 
gagements, treaties, and sanada under 
the editorship of Mr C L. Aitchison, 
and published under the authority of 
the foreign and political department, 
government of India. These "Aitchison 
treaties" had been appearing at 15- 
year intervals, but without any refer¬ 
ence to the McMahon line. In 1929. 
volume XIV of the "Aitchison 
treeties" made no reference to the 
.McMahon line, but it contained a para¬ 
graph about the Simla convention of 
1914; and the attempt to settle the 
Sino-Tibetan frontier <not Indo- 
Tibetan border). It also records the 
Chinese government's refusal to sign 
the convent^. 

Sir Olaf Caroe’s attention naturally 
moved from the files to the Aitchison 
volumes, with the object of obteining 
official recognition to the *'forgotten“ 
convention. So Caroe wrote to the 
IndfB Office in London seeking permls* 
sion to publish the^,1914 convention 
and maps in tiie "Aitchison treaties." 
In bis lotcor dated 9 April 1935, 
addressed to the assistant under 
secrecaiy oI state for Indie, Mr John 
Walton, Caroe argued thus; "...The 
soveruant of India think there would 
be advantage In inserting in cbetr 
public records copies pT the 191i 
convention. Their absence from such a 
publication as 'Aitehison's treitifa,' If 
It became known to the CUnece^^jpv* 
enimttiL m^t well be tided m ffiiiKi 
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Mip pudUaM by Ott Surtty lodia <bor^r mtm aarkatf) akewi AiMru 
cAJOf* from th^ JMO ivnte TV cacif* boundMiy u jVwd m *49Umit9A* 


f»itfiad aaTMBwir b*cw«M India and 
Tlbat ia u wisitnct.* 

On 4 luita 19)6. Walioo r«cord«d an 
India Onka minuM in which ha dtad 
tht *riak ol aitraccing unwalcominf 
ChiiMaa notica" at tha raMoa far ooo- 
pubikatiao d tba 1914 papers and 
BMpa Than In a subaaquaat India 
Office Binuia dated 9 Saptamhar 
1936. V racarded: *TV JwidkaJ peai* 
ttofl in rapard tn cha Donh>east froo- 
x'wrt is ooc perfectly secure, because 
the afreenaou of 1914 oa the subject 
ware concluded only with Tibet and 
not with China, and China baa an 
achnowladi^ claim la susereipoiy 
over Tibet?* 

Other prtmures to pabhah the 1914 
BMpa alM MW. Tha Govannneiic d 
Wia Act d 193S required a pra^ 
dalincadon d triba) Aaaam. Tba im* 
pandiop saparatioD d Bunna alio siml* 
larly required preciae desertprtoqa d 
the boundary. Caroe used this prcsa> 
ura to press his srpumants! Ha saidt 

. While die Buroe povernowoi were 
informed d the locatioo d this fron* 
tier (McMahon line) the Assam pea* 
emraent apparantiv were forpotw 
and seen to have oad no intiiMtioa 
upto this day...** Sir Olaf Caroe woo lus 
point, but the British povemmtnt 
urped him to include the 1914 caoren* 
tioR documents in the ‘Aitchisoci 
treaties” ”unobirusiaelj” and with 
”Biinimufn publicity.” l^mdon also 
wnai^ tV povernment d India to 
bri^ out a revised editioa d *ihe 
*Aiimson treaties ” 

All this suited Caroe very well. Ha 

quiedy ordered tbe withdraws! of the 

dd set d ”AitchiflSon traeiies” and 
reprinted a fresh set in 1939, but with 
e 1929 dateline. This was eadrely 
unethical, bM Caret went further. He 
replaced chb short factual para^aph 
sbout tbe 1914 ceofeiMioa, whh a Iddp 
imlielliihert three paiap sa p h set Be 
included M dds sm as maty tsvetm- 
able vefenaaeas fW fadia aa wm f aad* 
ble. ndi eo «t$ DOC only tmaihiiral, 
24 


but borderinp on forpery /ear hot oe 
pope 22) 

The reprinted fraoduleai copy rhea 
"unobtrueiycly” CMlaced the oripina) 
*Aitchisoa creatiea* all over the werM 
(ihare were only 62 ceptei ortpinally 


circuUted). la t hr ee places boweser 
the erlpiaal copy remained oe e in Mr 
Caroe*t office (to becenie liter the 
ministry of external affairs), tbe 
second in the India Office Ubra^ «>d 
the third in the Harvard University 
library. Harvard, ost alma mater.'just 
refused to parr whJi tV on^nal. 

T hr eaft e r. the survmr peoeral d 
India was ordered to uanpe tba Sur* 
vey d India maps to Incorperete cbe 
McMahon line. In 1939 be did so, after 
poibcioa out numerous peoprephic 
■aoBMlles in this bouaam. cvea 
thereafter, the Surrey d India maps 
showed Che McMahon tine as ”unde> 
Burcated,* and the Aksai Chin area as 
*boundary undefined.” This remained 
so upca 19S4. 


. . . .... BP tne n«s we nan acqmret 

hus. Serdar Patel wu npbt la t&ouph the 1914 coaveotiei 
«iiocNeh™ to (o™ul«* tb* ■bvwowih of 

wiia mud to tt» 'uadrfinjd onl, leH ■ rttff ooponuBiir 

our frontier” in Hovember 1950. secOemeat, but toM tbe men 
Nehru nor ttttXr brushed aside the n«.i» Uu 


with rapM to the ”uadefined state d 
our frontier” in November 1950. 
Nehru not only brushed aside cbe 
sober advice but declared in Parba- 
ment m 20 November 1950: "Map or 
no map, McMahon line is our daiai* 
tivc border, and no cme will be allowed 
to cross that frontier.” Nehru learnt 
exactly 22 years later to his cost thav 
be was wronp on both counts. 

In 1952, Mr Cirtia ^snkar Bajpai, 
former foretpo secretary and tneo 
Governer d cbe dd Bombay sate, 
wrote to Nehru, foilowinp raters hne 
d caution. Re said that tor Ch^ the 
McMdiee line mipltf be one d iheee 
”sears left by Britsin in the course d 
her ajjriwfnn apalnst China (whe) 
may mek to heal or maee ddse^on 
tha taaeia d freatinr reetificahnas that 
may not be either to our lUap or 
bMereet* Babe MBd te Mehni oka 
up the mnnnr wiia Chinn. _ 

Nehni dlacuaiM the Inffer sffih E. 


while the nevermmeni was Btfotietinp 
the ”SiiK^Indian trade and intercourse 
between the Tibet repien and India 
ipreameni (1954),* ”ooe view eapress- 
en durlnp the bnefinp d our deUps* 
rion was that the Question d India’s 
northern frontier should also be set* 
lied durii^ the nepotietions. But the 
peneral view was tnei'we should noc 
allow Chine to teke this opportunity to 
reke up the whole issue fn any Cnse. 
China was cwt poinp to recopnist the 
McMahon line which we considered to 
be our northern frontier end so there 
could not be any negociations on that 
.score.” Could there Be enythinp more 
inane chan this? Accordlnp to Mullkk. 
there could be Bopotiationi en the 
border only if China recopnised the 
McMahon Ima. Then what was there to 
nsmetiste? 

under tbe 1954 trade apreemant, 
Che BfTvenimem d India uiwaiermlly 
hsaoM orar all our extra'tei i ilui ia i 
rtphts in nbet, acquired in 1914. to 
Cbiaa. IV nrpument used was that 
these i^u were acquired by the 
Brtdsh chrouph hnaartalism. Then was 
aot the McMahon One s product d the 
same iniperialism? The Indian case on 
the border is riddled with such contra* 
dictions. The prapmocic policy in 19S4 
would have Been to mcorpmte a 
ueppeiated border settlement into the 
trade amtyment as a price lor pivinp 
up tbe n^m we bad acquired In nbet 
throuph the 1914 conventiott. 

Instead, tbe aovenmeni d India not 
eoly lem a rtem opportuniiy for ftnal 
secuemem. but took tbe loetter to tbe 


(Akid Chin secror) and NEFA borders 
ns if It had been defined and dnnar* 
cai ed fsee map fmtry Thus, ihfouph 
bareaucratic sielphts^*haBd,* first m 
^4 ,(Vb in 

Bde’f coocurreace. Such defidt^ d 
a border it imperaileled in rhe hiitory 
of medsni naoeas. 

Whlb Ndiru, chnupk his eeffteb^ 
Iflm China policy wimmliaiHd Mi* 
an peo p le aM ihe lSuSch|d ltd* 
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Sff%£!i4^£ Offn dMUoSn^Mt to 
ruM dM ipM) nkiifc u ^ QflM «( 
GiriU ttoAUr MSt 1» lettff^u 
not kaowB. AeeorMf to Mw, Omi 
bod told bbn that *(kaie vo 
ropcodnatoao d old nMfbrmitoa 
Aopt and fChiBOj bad ao (lao to 
mb cbott." Kobni Ham bo bad 
rocordod a auouio on tblo (but in 19S4 
bo did not «ond it to Cboa for r•fc^ 
onco). Wo do Dot know wbot Cbou had 
raaUy 9*kd, bacauio Cboa Ea<lai do- 
alet thif in bia roply daiod $ Soptaw 
bar I9S9 tbtu: *WiTiry)iiioM oteco 
Chlao and India bava net doUaUiod 
ihotf Mutual boundary tlvoucb friaad' 
ly noiotiottooo and JwBt nsvoyt» Chi¬ 
na hit aot aakod India to mlao ill 
Aapo. In 19S4, I oiplateod to your 
oicclicnry for tbo laMo roaaoa tMt it 
would bo Inapproorioio for tbo 
CbinoM aovontaMOi to rovtoa tbo eld 
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sr; 


aa.Wbym 
docWon foot to 
u ^ VM of 
k 19S2 lattar^ ia 
to Wihru. Cbou 




llaa..TM toB dM dM dM 
a ytgb cba Ite boiSr 

intb aarav aad, wbotovdr bt*o 
bapponad Im al^ lA viow W cba 
fnaadl* ralanooi wbkb alMod ba> 
twaoB Cbiaa aad India, yea propoM to 
ractiCBiaa ibia boidar am India alao.* 
Habra poao ea to add: •! ted 
tbpaWit dMa of wrt da n » yoa an (bli 
MiM but 1 diddiflaot a tnmUo 
yai Mr rucb a pony aartar.* 
*‘te(cy aasar* it wai not Wahra*i 
faihffO a wrico • foraal lottar la 1956 


boo nor teaa ttatetant Yarn torn to 
im^ wten ite UIA nmad a vtM a 
Ua KbaliAae loador, Dr Jiijic 
Cliaainn, In^MOt aikrlU aoa vary 
Hate a cte 000 ttet China MC ua in 
1999 rainrdte tbo Mai Lama. 

Afia cte Alai l^aa*! aacapo lo 
Iad(a Muu, aoarad into a aacm 
naaaate with fba CIA a allow aoaa 


atea Tfbttana a Ay a Catocudo, 
UiA nd to tnlD cbaa la anboah 


to Cbou was a cootly orror, but Cbou 
alto failed to racord bis n u snr aaaw *i 


sand (boa ia wdciBf. Tbaso lapaaa 
thaa built ap tbo aCBosphorc of dis> 
tnot. Cboa Ealai ia bis raply dated 23 


oioM riahi now. 

wUlo nobru caa be faukad far not 
raisiod tbo bordar daastioa formally 
asrtior, Cbou Cnlai sanaialy ftU short 
of rba dipleoMtlc praetkt of aot fol- 
lowiBf up whatarer ha had said to 
Nehru la tbo form of a daau*offtcisJ 
lottar. Cbou should have by thaa 
known of ite 1954 Sumy of India 
mop. This was oOt an old of 
India's, but a frasbly ratted aaa. why 
did aot Cbou Eci*lai prossat? 

Nohni also ttaias In bis 14 Daoam* 
bv lottar ibM whan Clwra vlsitad 


tnot . Cbou Ealal ia his rapty dated 23 
JSBuary 19S9 mada ibo fHlowias 
amahno adnteoioa: *]t was mm that 
tte b ar te r aeastloo was sM reload ta 
1954 wtea aonociaiiaas ware bate 
bold bacwean Cblnaaa and Indian 
sidas for tte a^eomaot on credo and 
Intarcourao botwioa Cte Tibet rofloa 
of China aad India. This was bcceuaa 
coodhie as wart not yet ript for its 
sottitmom.* This sitaianffn cloariy 
mraai that Cboa lad Habra up tbo 
firdon path, and Hokm was nairo 
eoDu^ cocrate that path. 

Tba liiuitloR bauB to chsuia 
b ty ted ite coolol ar tte two FiiM 
Mioisurs ibara af tar. Tbo Dalai Loam 
ascspte to India, itekfa ssada the 
Chinaas tary iSpkio w They lotasn 
dad Um back saykif that bo is a 
craicor. India refaaad sayiaa that wa 


a t ta ck on Cmnast conroys aloaa. cka 
Stedtebui b or d f (In 19ai, Ifn Can* 
dhi aicarad into a sacrci sfieanwat 
with tte CIA to allow than to statieD 
aqolpmeat atop dw Hands Dovi, to 
■c oi ier Cbiaoae nuclaaf tacts). 

By 1961, China and India bad drtfead 
polas apart, and tteh. te 1962 wdr. 
Both of os bad bacoM prisonen of qpr 


i a aor an c o and poocurini. For 16 years, 
dU 1976 when Iforani&isal ukte my 


ou iv/a wnca uorani Msai ukad my 
to visit China, ite two moot papulous 
nations ware net avaa on spaaUai 


Wbii Is cte Isis on of this rasaach? 
Tbo 81no»lndian bordar don aot aojsC. 
Tbo MfMshoa lino has no lata) basis. 
Ibo arfuaMnes of cte bordar nUaD' 
BOBCs IB Aksai Chin and tbo so<caUod 
Biddlo soccer aro oteo waakor. Neiib- 
or tbo Indians nor tbo ChiASoo bsvona 
uacencastablo case on ite border. 
Tboraforo to o y sp ters and mftttacy 
on paft s of both countiias mutt sit 
tetotbor ted ibrasb out a mutaally 
coooonioai and maiaialnablo bordar. 
For (bis, buiMlap a aadonal rBnsonMii 
it aecoosary. ■ 


Fill up EHat gap in your life! 


CARAVAN 
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WOMAN't ERA* 
BUtLOS HA^Y HOMES. 
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Yemen'^8 


at 
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Saudi Arabian stability 


T from VjBA. An Artbk raei 
for "prosperity." It is e 
reminder of heppier dae* 
when Yemen wes the fHe 
of cbt encieni kbfdom of Shebe. 
Todey, there ere two Yeraetu, both 
with ebout the ioweet itenderd of 
living in the world. 

SoMth Yesen, or the People's 
Defflocretic Republic of Yemen, 
which hes en utiMmercated bound* 
ery with North Yemen, oomprieei 
the former British colon; of Aden 
end 23 sheflchdoms whiu became 
independent in 1967.90 percent of 
(he populetloo consisti of Sunni 
A/ebs. The Netionel Liberetloo 
Front (NLFX which emerged as the 
most powerful freedom*flBhrtn| 
froup. took control of the povtm* 
ment end ruled until 1970 without • 
Constitution. North Yemen, or the 
Yemen Areb Republic, is populated 
by two sects of Arabs: Sunnis and 
Zeidls (a Sbia sect). It achieved 
independence in 1901. From 1900 
M IsOl. the country united with 
Efyet end Syne to form the United 
Aren Steie In 1967. lollowint 
Efyprs defeat by IsreeX tbe Bop" 
tien army withdrew, leevin| befund 
stocks of Ruifien weapons. A re* 
publican freup. aided ^ the sur* 
plus Soviet weapons dissen* 
lions in the royal ranks, took over 
the lovcmment. A Conscitutloa 
was prodained la 1970. 

Actempia to unite tbe two Ye* 
mens in 1972*73 failed dve to bor* 
der clashes. Both couseriei ware 
affected by this coonict In South 
Yemen, e coalition of the NLF, 
Baeth and Communist parties 
emerged as tbe Yemeni Socialist 
Party <YSF)j the sole legal poUtkal 
party. The YSP rules according to 
tbe priMpies of UUm and eden* 
tific socialism. It gets open support 
from the Soviet union. Libya end 
Ethiopia. Is North Yemeo, a milit* 
■ry regime seised power In 1974. 
President AU Abdufi^ Salih abri^ 

S ted the Censtirution and peem* 
id dm reuflificatloa of boa Y^ 
mens, tkoee oppoeed to tbe lallb 
regimg cell themaelvei tbe Nadea* 
41 Dtmecncic Front (ND?). Tbe 
Iboat bae about 1,000 moo under 
arms. TbU eouals tbe sweagcb ef 
ibi North VfBenl army. 
diMM bive fUnd up 810 4 fulL 
iBid 


he aeme Yemen is derived 
from Vba. An Amhlc ronf 


u 

MaSd 


8 b- 
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North Ytmea is e remarkabU 
eaemple of polidcel mortuaism in 
action. Prendent Salih's poBty Is to 
pisy ^ against e^ other, all 
parties tniorested in winning a con* 
trolling Influeoce over Us country. 
He gets consideteble economic 
essiscance f rem tbe Weei end Saudi 
Arabia wbkb wants to keep him out 
of Soviet Bloc. Nevenhelesi, 
SalCh accepts Soviet weapons and 
treiniog for fous reasons: because 


Today, the North Yeme¬ 
nis have Russian arms, 
American aircraft, tanks 
and artillery, and are get¬ 
ting spares from both. 


he had Russian weapons to begin 
with end has to defend his country; 
as an insurance afiinsi a takeover 
by Russia's ally^^outb Yemen; as 
* a way ef extractiBg maximum funds 
from Saudi Arabia in return for a 
promise not to join the Soviet 
camp; end to avoid total depend* 
enca on the Saudis. Tbe Seudu bed 
flneoced Urge deliveries of US 
arms to buttress North Yemen in 
1979 when it seemed that Salih 
would be ousted. Thus, today the 
North Yemenis have Russian arms. 
American airc^t, tanks and aitU* 
le^, and m^getting spares from 
both. 

The Soviet Union which supports 




tbe Sentfi Yemeei |overwii|iM||e 
Aden, smttes gnns to theaMF 
Tkia cgmeAinmncpthingescbgnHPr 
ere p^fid by litarTfiMf ttnwS> 
also support tbe 

toh W MNW HhfSkw 
tbe cards fluy feR> ' 

But it appe^ that laAntUihb 
rope act has Ipri him in a neceopus 
position witbm an ally m his bM 
of military need. Tais and Ibb uVb* 
been captured by the Front esid 
guerrillw are making slMdy ib* 
roads into the eencre of M coun* 
try. which is mountelnous with' 
peeks over 12000 ft blgh» and criss¬ 
crossed by e mesa of defiles and 
nuy/ahs-Hdeal terrain for fueTTilU'. 
warfare. Irwurgents operate near 
(he capital. Sana, and are IMilfiv- 
ing into the northernmost Sble dk* 
mcts which border Set^ Atl^L 
But there ere few eignepf tbe West 
rushing to SaUh’s A The tfB hw 
raised nis cash grant but only to 
finance civil programmes. There U • 
growing reagntffltnc end . lapeti*. 
eoce in teudi Ar^e ct ^SoAr 
courtship with the USSR. Tbk Bus* 
liens are also getting tough with 
him end demanding the repayment 
of a £ 3 S 0 mtllion armi dent wfaUb 
he has no hope of redeamin^ 
UeenwhUe, the Front Is poliucel*' 
ly very active' in the "occupied'* 
ereas ef North Yemen, where It haa 
savup schools, cUnics and agrlcultd' 
rsl centres. This supports their 
oroDagenda that tbe north Yameni 


propaganda that tbe north Yameni 
government, vdiicb consists largely 
of Zaldis, has neglected the south* 
am SunnU. Sud pcopdganda ia 
pertkulerly worrying to Saudi Art* 
oii. where e Sunsl odaerity rules 
over a Shla mejoriry end there are * 
fears that the laesons lehmt In the 
revolutionary campaigna in North 
Yemen could prove cetching. 

Kerth Yemen bee ■ population of. 
4.S miHloo and South yemen has 
2S DllUon eltisens, while there are 
fewer thmf 9 millien Beudis. The 
Yaaenla are a political threat to 
the btaWlity of iiiii AnMe. For 
mruriea. ueir borders which run 
through vur vtiinbablred dMoni, 
htv# provided imuggliog rdutoi 
late geudi Arabia, ineae routes 


could 


be ntmgd Into 


routes 
















Bihar University’ 
rotten VC 


The vice-chahc^lOr. supported bychW min^r JMengattiMiShnir haetnade Bihar Universit 
one of the most corrupt in the state, report TinTHAfIKAR GHOSH. And when the Governor, 
a$ the chancellor, wanted to take a personal look, efforts were actually made to prevent him 


M tirtciiM of beins thm 

tl«ft tows in tnt whole 
world. And Sibir Uni- 
vertitv, tjtuited in the (own, under (be 
vice'Cnonce!lorjhip ot Hindi lUior* 
nieur, Nehru fellow end PedaioshrM, 
'Dr Shnm Nenden Kiehore (who rook 
over (he vice<h4nceliorehip with the 
direct blowing oT (he note chiel 
loiniiier end Bihar university col* 
[leme. Dr ^gannerh Mishra. in June 
'1990) it trying decperetelyte keep up 
with the. dirtmesp of Musefferpur: 
(here ere ellegarions of financial bung* 
jUna, and charges of corruption and 
|brtnry in (he appoinunenii, transfers 
end absorptions of Uc(urers 
\ Among other thinfS|(he university 
also holds the unique record of having 
among its students two ''geniuses," 
both relatives of Dr Kisnore; his 
daughter, Anamlka, who secured S3 

E ar cent marks in her BA (English 
onouri) JSSO examinatioo held in 
ISSl, and Mrs Kabila Ranjan. the VC’s 
oern daugkier'in law who got S4 per 
cent ma^ in her MA Prychology) 
inamination in 1981. 

Dr A. R. Kidwai, Governor of Bibar 
and eX’Officio chancellor of all its 
universifies,.wanted to stem the rot. 

Around the beginning of February 
this year, when the number of aileM* 
tions and complaints abaur Bihar Unj* 
versiry and Its VC had mched a high 
point, the chancellor decided to take a 
personal look. Kis opportunity came 
on 11 and 12 of Febnjijy when he was 
ecbeduled to visit Musaffarpur in con* 
oeciioA with a funcilon of the Indian 
Red Cross Society tIRCS) of which he 
is the state chainnan. Apprehending 
Chat they would be discovered in their 
misdeeds, the VC of Bihar University 
and his cohorts went to the extent <k 
trying to thwart the Governor's visit 
From uking place. 

Earlier, Dr Kidwai had received 
complaints from maiw quarters that 
the VC's reieiives Had secured record 
marks. There were ocher complaints 
which (he'Governor could look into. 
The president of the Bihar University 
Teteners’ Association (BUTA), Mr 
Binod Kumar Singh, stating the 
reasons for the discontent of the stu- 
dents and teacners, said: "Students 
have to pay grafi to be edmltud* 
also have to pay bribes for publicarioB 
lof results. Teawers have to bribe their 


usafferpur could well 
qualify for the rare das* 


qualify for the 
tirtciim) of bein 


thing between Rs S,000 to Rs 10,000 
for transfers and pqscingi.'* 

While he was locwing into the other 
complaiou. Dr Kidwai requested ibe 
VC about two months ago to send him 
the aaswerboolu and marksheeu ni 
Ms Anamika Kisbore and Mrs Kabita 
Ranjan so that they could be re* 
evelueted. (Alter the chancellor's re* 
quest had been flouted a number of 
times, Dr Kidwai asked Dr Kisbore to 
hand over the marksheets and answer- 
books (o the divisjonil commiseiMer, 
TVhut division, Mr P. S. Mukho- 
psdhyay. RaalisiM that (his would be 
a toes of face, Dr Ki«hore banded them 


ped any moment. Water still rushini 
through breeched side may inundate 
more villages. It will, iheretore, not b 


over personally to the Governor.) To 
wards the end of January and early 


February, a scrutiny committee com* 
prising (he principal. Patna Science’ 
College. Dr S. N. Das, and an addition* 
al secretary of the Hucation deparr- 
ment, Mr A. K. Biswas, went to Musaf- 
farpur to look into the new appoint¬ 
ments of teachers. Mr Biswas had also 
been asked to investigate and find oirt 
more about the allegations iMinn 
Bihar University. What he ^ound was 
appalling: temporary appointments of 
teaching and noo-tcaenmg staff had 
been d^ie indiscriminately on the in> 
strucHons of (he VC, there were gross 
irregularities in the management of 
university funds and there was seeth* 
ing discontent among students over 
tbe rcimed*breekiag performance of 
the VCs relatives. 


more villages. It will, therefore, not b 
possible for the plane to land at Fatah 
airport. Governor’s minute to minuti 
prograoBO is not being sent. Sugges 
that Governor’s programme for MusuF 
farpur may be postponed for 11 and i: 
Februory 1982." 

The Governor's office received thi 
mossege on 10 February and Dr Kid 
wai was shown the message im 
mediately after his return from a rour 
Soon afteT} Dr Kidwai had an uncx 
peeled visitor, the Bihar minister o 
industries. Mr Ramashrsy Prasat 
Singh. Mr Singh had heard of (h* 
dismci magistrate's message inform 
ing the Governor that no plane couU 
lend at Paiahi. But, the minister toU 
the Governor, this would not be trui 
since he had himself taken off In i 
state plane from Patahi on $ February 
This naturally irked the Governor 
Was the district magistrate telling i 
lie? Perhaps he was. Detailed inves 
tigation snows thaton 8 February 
1982. a Bonaiua (VTD JH) landed ai 
Patahi airport around 3. jO in the after 
noon and took off at about Four the 
same afternoon. A day later, a Push 
pak (VTD*ST) landed at Patahi ai 
about 1.15 pm and took off around 


four pm. Again on 10 February, a 
Psilfpak (V11>*ST) made two crips to 


of results. Teawers have te bribe their 
way to appointmenta. U is well known 

hill ■ ih 


Use Coven»r*a secretariei accor> 
dii^y sent his tour prognmme to the 
coll^or and discnct magistrate of 
Museffarpur, Mr Girija Shikar Dutt. 
on B February. But around that tioe. 
the left embenkment of the Gandak 
canal was breached on 8 February and 
a flash flood occurred: 30 villages were 
submerged and standing crops were 
destroyed. As officer m cherge of the 
district, Mr Dutt sent messages to the 
Bihar irrigetioD CMunissioner and tbe 
relief commisekHier in ^cna et about 
six in the evening on the same day 
d»king them te take Action. 

In view of the Governor's visit. Mr 
Dutt seat another message around 
12.30 at night on the same day. this . 
time to the Governor's secretanr: "Re* 
ference your signal No 159/GS/dated 
4.2.82 r^arding visit of Governor at 
Muraffarpur on 11 and 12 February. 
istt'.nmirnkmfnx M Qi»tak,*maia 
cabBFiit M JCO. Vetched in she aa" 
todayvthe 8 February 1982. Maiorpert 
of civil aerodrome submaeged sioder 


PatMii. 

Hlaring wbat Mr Ramaahray Prasad 
Singh bad to say, the Governor de* 
cldM then and there that he would go 
to Muyaffarpur by air. By then, howev¬ 
er, the plane meant for the Governor 
had been sent for routine servicing. Dr 
Kidwai was now determined to go. He 
told his staff he would go by road from 
Patna, cross the Ganga by launch and 
then go on to Muiafr^ur by car. He 
advis^ his ADC, Mr r. P. Singh, to 
inform the district magistrate by tele* 

f bene at a^out 5.30 in the evening of 
0 Febmaiy that he was going by road. 

• When the ADC telephoned he got 
the'shock of bis life. No, the Governor 
could not come by road. That was 
impossibler. Why, asked Mr Singh. 
Simply fageauee the district magiairace 
did not have time to make "security 
and ocher arrangements." There was 
another reason for postponing the 
Covernoris visit, said the district 

the maiR' reaMA for the Govenior^ 
M baegi taiKalled by him (Hie 



























Acs •! 

tiooed tb« Din hM bt 

qaceUtd tfa* IRCS pfbfriuuse wftfa* 
one the Goremor’i ordtfi? 

It WM* epperenc now to Mi^Nm 
'coBcerned tan the district Btafistme 
was tryini Us b«| to prvreot tfao 
Govenior Iron rishlu iMiCfstrpur. 
Thft Gorenor, throuu Us eecmm* 
ceniutod the aeset U^hor effideJ m 
the district: tha diirisioiiel conaMoo- 
OTi Tirhut divisioft. Ur Uukbo* 
padhyev make the neceetaiy emoee* 
Difoti for the Governor vuii> Could 
he also Inform the vico<haimaa of 
the Mr Reghuneih Pude. that 
the Red Cross functioo had not beeo 
caocelled but bad merelv boeo dOfor* 
red to a later time in toe day^ 

The divisional commissioner tried to 
trace the district meU^t^tO' He could 
pot. The DM had left for en uadis* 
closed destination, contrary to noni^ 

t ractice. The superinteoduc of police, 
(r Viihnudayel Rem, wes also out of 
town on official work. Mr Mukbo> 
padhyey then contacted the DIG» 
Tirhut range. Mr R. R. Prasad, to make 
the security arrangements for the Gov* 
ernor’i visit, which he readily agreed 
to do. Late in the evening of the same 
day, the Governor's omce received 
another mesuge from the discn'ci 
magistraie (Mr Dutt. it seems, was 
unaware that the Governor had asked 
his boss, Mr Mukhopadhyay, to over* 
see arrangements.) The mesaage said: 
"...Since no intimation was received 
up to six pm today, 10 February 1982.. 
it was presumed that the Governor's 
programme has been cancelled and no 
arrangements could be made so far. 
But just St six pm today, it has been 
communicated en telephone, as the 
civil aerodrome was submerged, the 
Governor may come by othv route. 
Since the time left is very short it will 
be quite impossible to make security 
and other amngements for the visit m 
the Governor at the last moment. It is, < 
therefore, suggested that any date 
after 14 Febru^ may be fixed for the 
Governor's visit to Muxaffarpur and 
intimation sent early.* 

The district magistrate carried on in 
the same vein. The next morning he is 
supposed to have informed the di* 
vUional commissioner that the Got* 
ernor should put off his visit. He bad 
another excuse now: the villagers from 
the flood *affeceed villages would 
demonstracions during the CoverTKW*8 
visit. So would the- students and 
teachers of the university. Hit fears 
proved to be unfounded for there were 
demonstrations neither by the villa*’ 
gers nor the students and teachers 
of the university when the Governor 
visited Musaffarpur on U and 12 
February. In a rare show of discipline, 
the students and teachers met their 
chancellor and talked with him peece* 

ftUly. 

Why did die district magbtntt Mt 
up obstaclee in {be way « the Got- 
emor*! visit? Loc%l pee^ are of the 

E lnlon that Ur {>utt wa* crying to 
ad over backwards trviM to pJaeae 
chief mbiiaier. tte 
Id prevent An Gevni 


rise nbeCDtidly. Punbar. dds wps a 
cbaxKe to ake aone form of reraai* 




igalnit Mr rands who bad fnarialnad 
to dm hoioit dattaiuaaut about nlm far 


ibriu die visit and 


tranWerred ea tbe fatjuim o4 die Gov* 
eraor. MaaowfalM, tbe VC coodoaes to 
rule. But be has a lot to bide, for tba 
co^Uiats are piling up him. 

According to a very tm level oiKdal 
in .the educadon ministry, tbe ex* 


ferw. Tbe pte eb as dag «bi^: uodar 
dm gnkm qt 'wntpMriBg nwminatioBs 
^■BdbvabMoiii bi record dme. ^ W, 
aalocmd a mnaber of cajhiners whp, 
«Nda gfm « W aalwarbo^ 
'd4r » evaluate. They did that under 
tbe watchful eM ^ the VC himself et' 
tba ReioDdra (SoUege In ^apra. Ua^. 
ing could easily have been maai^ 
latad, say aose students. And if it wge 
not done at Chapn it was done on the. 
ftnal marksbaet as the photostat copy,, 
believed to have been submitted to the 
Governor by some teachers, shows. 


When the CM’s wife 
flew to Muzai^aniur 


B ihar University's antire pUtooo 
of fuactienarias were gathered 
at the airport to receive her. There 
was the vice<hanceUor. the pro* 
vice chanccUor. the ragistrar. the 
controller of examinations and 
several heads of deparimeBts, 
awaiting with bated breadi for the 
touefadowD of the blue-aad-whlte 
aircraft She alighted, with her bus* 
band; she was Bias Mi^tfa. 
who had flown in from Patna to 
Muiaffarpur to sit for her UA Eco¬ 
nomics esimination. Biaa Mishra is 
the wife of Bihar chief minister 
Jaaanaath Mishra. 

This bitarre haopeoiag fook 
place on 7 September 1981. Bine 
Mishra was lerricd from Patna to 
Musaffarpur in Bibar goverMneoFi 
newest aircraft (acquired oa 1 


pilot, captain A. P. Singh. Jagan 
Mth Mishra accompmded his wife 
to Musaffarpun as no alighted, tba 
vice*cbtaceUor. Bbyam Nendan 
Kishorq^ touched hii feet. 

Hext morning tbe vice<haoceUor 
rook upon himself tbe task of invigi* 
ladag. Use chief minieter’s wue 
was allotted tha front aeat, and the 
VC fussed about as the WIP ex* 

The m^ahfpf the sixth paper m 
Rnghsh Jo the BA f MP examtoahon 
shoin bow RoU Mo S442's (VCs ^ 
girer. Aoamxga JCishbrel aurkv vw 
claagedfrom « to 
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■niiiee wrote her pepert. *lt was 
disgusHngf” recalled one professor 
at the university. 

The VC's obs^uious attention, 
the examinee's arriving by govern¬ 
ment aircraft for her papers«*«ll 
this created a predictable uproar in 
the district town. The opposition 
Md the anti-Ulshra Congress(l) 
lactioB initiated invastigations. 
mmourt began flog ting. The ouei* 
•bifti that Was repeatedly asked was 
. why Bioa Mis^a had coomb to do 
bar post-graduation from Bihar 
Uaiversify, Muaffarpur, when Pat¬ 
na could bout of a superior and 
more reputed university. One 
rgiimn could be . the 
liability of Vy Shyam Nandan 


Hence Bihar University. Uusaf* 
fanur. Jagannath BAishra was coo* 
fident thanCisbore, whom CPI MLC 
Wasbi Ahmed had once dubbed the 
"feet'touching VC,* would be more 
thim eager lo oblige. And Kishore's 
put record showed be had no 
qualms about miDip^atlng marks. 
His daughter, Anamika, io her BA 
(English honours) VI paper held in 
IMO. could secure only 45 marks 
out of 100. Bur the VC a^arently 
had the fioal markshtei manipu¬ 
lated and Aaamika topped with 83 
marks. 

Musaffarpur campus rumours 
said that Bina Mishra had not Just 
Down TD ftw tbe first paper, on 7 
September, but bad used govern* 
meo t airciMi on other days tod 
(there were ei^t papers I& all, the 
last in January), fb^g in early 
mortuag and Jening oacx to Patna 
the same aitenioon. SUNtMv's in¬ 
vestigation however could not con*’ 
firm this, but last Decemikr the 
Patna press printed the nkaours, 
which prompted a nervous Ram 
Sager msad Sin^, former reg* 
istrar ctf Bihar University, to ruM 
from one newspaper office to 
Bother, pleading with the editors 
to publish a denial. Ona Patna re- 
perrer told Summv that Singh beg¬ 
ged. *A pan of what you have 
CHned is true.* But prior this de- 
S or my job wiU at stefce.* 

iwfTHA $. wtEfuee 







T h« first symptoo) it oft«n td* 
largemeflt of the lymph 
glands, reilonalised or all 
ovor (he b^y, followed by 
ealargemeni of the liver and 
spleen. Somewhere deep inside e per* 
son’s bone marrow an atiwrRUil white 


SCIENCE 


son’s bone marrow an abturRUil wi 




blood cell has split into (wo. The white 
celb multiply, proliferate, and sooa 
otRoomber the normal blc^ cells in 
the marrow. They spill mto the blood* 
stream and infiltrate other marrows. 
In months they are a surging, swam* 
ing. conquering army, gtoa^ing the 
body’s nutrients. The person is soon 
reduced to a weaklmg. and complains 
of excruciating pain in the bones. 
Diagnosis: acute lymphoblastic 
leukaemia, a blood cancer that 15 

S ears ago often killed its vietim within 
( months. 


ONTHEBRII 


To cure this, for many years doctors 
used a drug called viAcriiiine; admi* 
niiiered weakly it produced complete 
response in $S per cent cases. Better 
results could be obtained with higher 
dosages But here lay the rub Increas* 
Ing the dosage from the usual 1*2 mg a 
weak led to side effects that were 


Con eoncBr b« curnd? T#n y*art ogo tbt answer wo 
newer< more potent drugs, hopes of cure ore now brighit 
morlolity rotes in several cancer words hove steadily fc 
leading cancer scientists, who had gotherec 

to find out the 


I uite intolerable Even the 12 mg 
osage caused hair loss, nausea, slight 
anaemia. So the dosage could not oe 
stepped up; Jt was a deadend. 
Almost some years ago doctors 


Almost some years ago doctors 
added a second drug to the therapy, a 
steroid called prednisone, administer* 
ing SO mg of the drug a day. And an 
amaiing thing happened An incradi* 
bla 9S par cent of patients new pro* 
ducad complete response. What pre* 
dnisone dio In effect was to raise the 
dosage but wjiAour the corresponding 
increase in side effects. 


The secret: prednisone acts on the 
cancer cells in a fashion very different 
from vincristine. While vincristine m* 
terferes to paral^ the doubling pro 
cess of the proliferating cells, oredni* 
lone perhaps prevents the production 
of (he cell’s necessary proteins or 
en^mes. The upshot: the two cause 
differing side effects, which therefore 
do not add up The patient now has 
only to contend with a wider array of 
side effects, not with more acute ones. 

Modern treatment of acute lym* 
phoblasric leukaemia includes, in 
addition to vincristine and prednisone, 
radio therapy (that destroys Che cell’s 
opacity to dividei on the brain and 
Intrathecal injections lor injections in 
tha spinal cord) of methotrexate, a 
lompound that enters the canc^ cel) 
iiigulsed as food, and then destroys it 
Vom inside. The combination has 
ihnost made acute lymphoblastic 
eukaeroia completely curable. 

Acute lymphoblastic leukaemia is 
use ef a series of caricMs that ere now 
>eing treated with varying degrees of 
niccesi using a combination of drugs, 
rhe primary focus of cancer che* 
notberapy research today is on ea* 
sehmenting with varietl^ of pennu* 
ated drug pairs Drugs, soma knowp 


:ricd togethef or in sequence, and the 
'evolutionary rMimens are yielding 
tsuits. Over 25<^000 people in India 


and some 400,000 in the US still die 
every year of the dreaded disease, but 
the numbers would have been cob* 
siderably higher without the recent 
advances in combination drug re* 
search. Besides lymphoblastic 
leukaemia, several other forma of 
blood malignancies are recording vast* 
ly improvM survival rates (up from 
tile 1970’s 5$ per cent in the US to 5$ 
per centh Hoogkin*a diseisa, a lymph 
cancer, is now almost ennrely curabla 
even in advanced -stages, as is chor* 
iocarcinoma, a rare. highJr aealignant 
cancer that onginaies in tne placenta. 
In general, is the US today, 40 per 
cent of cancer patients recover, 
against 2$ per cent three decades ago. 

Chemotherapy's ma^or minus point. 


however, is the agonising side affecu. f 
Most of the drugs used are highly toxic ^ 
(they are administered intravenously 
to avoid damage to the stomach) and 
cause hair loss, nausea, vomiting, in* 
capacity to resist infection, blurred 
vision, aiirming drop in weight, dam* (, 
age to nerve tissues (vincristine), pain* y 
m swelling as fluid accumulates in 
tissue (preonisone) and even cancer. A 
small percentage of Hodgkin's disease 
patients develop leukaemia ten years 
after treatment. There are even drugs 
that drastically reduce the capacity of 
blood to clot ne antibiotic Adriamy* 
dn is among the most feared drugs; its 
vast range of tormenting side affacti « 
includes heart damage. Chamotbar* C. 
apeutic treatment is often more ago* ui 



Cloie up c 
uterine op 


T he beginning is tiny, seenungly 
innocuous. Prompted perhaps 


L innocuous. Prompted perhaps 
bv nicotine, or a virus, s poisonous 
chemical or maybe • stray radiation 
exposwe, one of the (Billions of 
cells in the body suddenly rums 
abnormal. It grows in size, changes 
shape and. most important, divides 
into two. Four days later the pair 
multipbes into four. And soon there 
are hundreds, thousands of them. 
Normal cells re^oduce, too, but 
with far more restrains their multi* 
plicatwD is usually part of the natu* 
ral growth process. Bui there are no 
lunits for cancer cells. Proliferating 
at a treaeedoua pace, they soon 
grow into millions, ibe new genera* 
don ceils not quite resembling the 
first Chet split, nveotualb there is a 
tumour, which swells further. In 
little ome there is a shortaga of 
nutiieats in the body as the cancer 
cells scramble for a share of the 
normal cells' food. The body begins 
CO die, (he tumour disfiguring it 
hideously. 


What coufl 


that in normal cells checks ebnor* 
mal growth. When the membrane of 
two cells touch each other, thev 
stop dividing and stick to aacri 
otl^ with the aid of fibronectin. 


Even after years of research, sci* 
eniisu are not quite sure why can* 
car calls proliferate the way cb^ 
do. One tnaory is that their mem* 
brane lacks the gluelike fihrooeccin 


other with the aid of fibronectin. 

But with cancer cells this does not 
happen because of absence of fib* 
roneciin. There is. however, no con* 
elusive evidence to prove the 
theory. 

ScientiMs are also intrigued by 
metastasis; the malignant cells 
break away from the tumour to ^.r, 

edwise in othW parts of the body. 

Most oonnal cells do not usually 
move from one area of the body to 
another. Bdentists have no conclu* 
live the<^ to explain cancer cell 
migration, but believe the ceHs are 
genedcally instructed about dlreo 
twn and ocher spociflcocions of 
movement Scientists are not sure 
how axactlv the first cell cuma 
abnormal; w causes they ascribe 
have nteitly boon cooieourad on 
the bisu of statiatkal data Tba 
conviction that nlcotioa Inidaies 
cancar, for instanca, primarily rests cancer cei/a 
on tha statistical fact that tne dia* arais are the 


.J 


areas are the 


ease is six times more cnmeioB and tnmvd 



















IK OF CURB 

falmoit w. With •cl^DtitttdtTtloplng 

bg. Th«re Ii ot y*t so dramatic braakthrough. but th« 
PARTHA S.BANERJEE talked to tome of the world'i 
Calcutto to ottend a reieorch confereuce. 

•it la curei. 



itSDi. Also, viruses thet h«ve been 
proved to (tuse cancer in reKe«cats 
end monkeys have been isolated in 
(issue cultures wiih cells from hu¬ 
man breast cancer patients. Virus* 
Like parncles hare been identified 
in the breast milk of women who 
come from families with high can* 
cer rales. Among the Parsis of In¬ 
dia, a highly closM community with 
abnonnally high breast cancer inci 
dence.th is IS particularly noticeable. 
Another pecwarity noted in Indian 
cartcer wards is tM prevalence of 
groin and abdomen oud^ancies in 
men. especially in Gujarat, vdio 
wear their dhori rightly, causing 
irritation of the skin. In Kashmir 
^luring winter men have smoulder¬ 
ing cnarc^ fires In earthen pocs 
swung eround their abdomen to 
keep wann. In Andhra Pradesh's 
Srikiknlam district, cribals smoke 
tbeir cigarettes with the bureing 
ends io the mouth, causing what is 
called 'churra* canc^. The cancers 
that afflict most Indians, however, 
are naiignattcies of the mouth and 
throatfeO per cant) in men, and 
uttnne-cervii (S2 per cent) in 
w»en. Six lakh people contract 
cancer is the country every year, 
and 2SO.OOO succumb to it. < 


among smokers than non*sinokers. 

Scientists have a term for cancer* 
causing agents: carcinogens. Apart 
from nicotine, cercinogens include 
chemicals like car oils, pitch, and 
coal tar fumes belching out of coke 
ovens. The fumes mainly cause lung 
cancer; pitch and tar oils result in 
skin malignancies. Factory work¬ 
ers. obviously, are the main victims 
of cancers caused by chemicals, 
fhote in smelters at mines are 
axposed to arsenic that causes lung 
cancer. Worken itf chemical Indus* 
cries also contact leukaemia from 
beormte And even outside the fac¬ 
tories, chemicels are often re> 
apoosible for the disease The 

K lycyclic hydrocarbons spewed 
A motor cars when there is ifr 
MibuadOB of fuel la en- 
^oes, lead to • host of cancers. 

Virus is believed to be yet 
another mafor cancer agent. There 
la apla ao cooduaivo evidancai but 
electron microKopt pbotogriphs 
have ihowB berpti-tyM panicles 
(that are like a virus) in varloue 
hiflnaa cancer cissuae or in blood 
serum samples in Uukaamia vie- 


Seomycin is classed ae an antibiotk 
and vtobjaeriae it la alkylatiag ageac. 

Alkylariag agents, antlbiotica, inti 
oeteMlitee end steroids are the fou 
priocipal citagDriet into which fall 
moct of the SO'Md cancer drugs (whicli 
include prednlaone) new In use. It li 
not precisely known how steroids act 
Mam they stop the production of tht 
celrs neceesaty proteins. Antimetebo 
litet<heck the oisease by infiltraiini 
the cancer cells disguised as food, ano 
then choking them to death. There arc 
tome ocher drugs that do not fall intc 
any of these broad clasus. For exam 
pie. vinhlastioe and vincrisiine act by 
paralytiDg the cells as they grow. 

Ch^oinerapy. however, ig^aot the 
answer to all cancan; ta maUiptanclai 
of the bowel, bladder, breait aad the 
colon, surgery is about the o^ way 
out. These being 'solid' tuBMure, do 
not respond well to chemotherapy 
since drugs act primarily by Inhibiiini 
cell division. The solidOfilMid multi¬ 
ply ai a far lesser rate Au leuJtMmia 
or lymphatic cancer chdiA and so' have 
fewer dividing cells exposed fo^ drug 
action. Nevertheless, chamodikrepv 
cannot be eadrely dispenses wirn 
even here; drugs are admlniitered 
soon after surgery to uke care of 
possible new rumours. This spreeding 
of the disease to other areas irom the 
primary tumour is the most important 
clinical feature cancer. Scienclsti 
call the phenomenon meteitaiis. and 
rate it the single largest fatality reason 
in cancer. Metastasis occurs when cells 
break from a tumour, and wander 
down through blood vessels, the lymph 
system or body mcti to lodge perhape 
in the lymph nodes, the bones, ibe 
liver or wain—sites most conducive to 
fresh growth. In breaet cancer, metes- 
tails occurs in almost 50 per cent of 
women who have had their tumours 
surgically removed. Cancer in them 
recurs invariably within five years. 
Bpt now trial reports from several 
CHQcer centres lodicete that ch^ 
motherapy after operation is prevent* 
ing relapse. 

As newer and better drugs arc 
emerging, albeit very slowly, cancer 
experts are experimenting with more 

B nelised treatment. Emphasises 
tmptofl University’s (UK) J. M. 
A. Whitebouse: "Each patient has to 
be treated as an individual.* The can¬ 
cer may be of the same kind, but two 
patients often do not respond similarly 
to the same drugs. At the University m 
Arisona Cancer Center, US, specimens 
of patients' tumours are first grown, in 
the lab and treated with a host of 
drugs, end studied for response. Onlv 
dn^ with the best results tie addu- 
otetered. SiaUat studtet are doth 

ducted on breast tumours before ehe- 
motherapy is a number of cancer 
hospitals. 

mgress is chemotheraw research 
has bm agqnisiMly slow. Trying out 
new drugs with dirferent dosses and 
in combiurion with other drup and 
watching lor rasponse and side effects 
is neceoarily a painstaking proceas. 
Succass comet after years of ax* 
perimandAg and is never drajutic^ 

a 
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20 per cent increase in^urvitfal rate ts 
considered »ee( in Uboretoriei, but 
never hits the headlines. 


headlines. 


A t the turn of the decade a drama* 
(ic, unprecedented breahthrou^ 
suddenly seemed in the offint: inter* 
feron, a wonder drua, was developed. 
The cure for cancer nas arrived, proc* 
laimed the media quoting optimUric 
but wary scientists. Pharmaceutical 
concerns pumped huge amounts of 
money to deveup techniques for 
mass production of interferon. 
American Cancer Society and the VS 
National Cancer Institute Together 
panted nearly S 20 millioo to buy the 
incredibly exMnsive drug and spooaor 
its study, and patients with advanced 
cancer began clamouring for interfer¬ 
on treatment. Said Time in a cover 
story on the drug: "...even if interferon 
should only parriy live up to its iniiid, 
most tentative promise, it would aug* 
ment the sparse arsenal so far de* 



Cuftefttefl; lattfftfwt a tht answer 
veloped to combat the world’s moat 
terrifying and psychologically daunt* 
iu diaeaae.” 

But the latest iedicationa from re¬ 
search laboratories engaged m inter¬ 
feron study have not been particularly 


Key to cure is 
early deleetion 


C ancer creeps in silently. When 
the victim reports his first com* 

[ daini to the doctor, it is often loo 
ate. But it isn’t as if the disease 
develops without any warning sig¬ 
nal A mole perhaps changes col* 
our, a cou^ somehow never heals, 
a lump develops in a woman's 
breast But these early warnings 
generally go neglected. And it is a 
negligence that so often costs a Lfe. 

Cancer experts today are stres* 
sing increasingly on early detec¬ 
tion, Says Jayashrec Roy Chow* 
dhury, director of Calcutta's Chit- 
caranjan National Cancer Research 
Centre: "Most cancers can be cured 
If detected early. Cancer of the 
uterine-cervix for instance is 100 

C er cent curable if detected early.** 
ecause of better early detection, 
five-year survival figures for cervic¬ 
al cancer victims have shot up to 70 
per cent in the US. And early 
detection of cervical cancer, the 
commonest malignancy in Indian 
women, is done by an extremely 
easy process, tbe *pap* testr which 
involves examination of a smear. 
This test can also detect dysplasia 
cells, that is, cells that have just 
turned abnormal but aren’t yet 
cancerous. 

The main reasons why uterine- 
cervix cancer is so common in India 
are early marriage, repeated child* 
birth, and someiimes, change of 
sexual partners. Some scientists be¬ 
lieve that the cancer is a kind of a 
venereal disease, because the 
herpes virus that is conjectured to 
cause the malignancy is believed to 
be carried by the male partner. 
Tltis theon aMrt, it is evident that 
ipread of fiaiUy planning should go 


a lo^ way to reduce incidence of 
uterine cancer. 

One cannot be as optimistic ab¬ 
out oral cancer, the most common 
malignancy in Indian men. Oral 
cancer is to India what lung cancer 
IS to the West, a disease primarily 
resulting from addiction habits. 
And just as there is little hope of 
eradicaimg smoking in the West, it 
is futile to believe (hat Ahjini chew¬ 
ing will disappear from India. But 
what is imponant, oral cancer can 
be cured if delected early, as 
against malignancy of the lungs 
that is resistant to cure even at the 
early stage. 

Early Miection can be ensured 
only with the cooperation of possi¬ 
ble victims. The first waraing sig¬ 
nals must be noticed and reported. 
The Cbittaranjan National Cancer 
Research Centre lists tbo foUowing 
warning signaJs; 

0 A sore that does not heal, parti¬ 
cularly in the mouth 
0 Unusual and repeated bleeding, 
especiaUy in women after ment^ 
pause 

a A lump or thickening in any part 
of tbe body, perticular^ in breasts 
in women 

o Persistent indigestion or difficul¬ 
ty in swallowing 

a Persistent hoarseness or cough 
a A change in the usual bowel 
habiu 

a A change in the sue and colour 
of a mole or wart 

Cancer specielists emphasise 
that the above signals do not always' 
mean the presence cancer, hut to 
be on the safe side a physkian must 
be consulted ms soon as one of them 
IS detected. 


encouraging. Most scientists Sukpay 
talked to agre^ that the press had 
worked up me interferon development 
a little too prematurely, and that the 
drug, going by the most recent trial 
results, may not quite live up to its 
promise. ’’Why, I chink It is a good 
sleep-inducing agent, ” jibed Brian Pox 
of Manchester’s Christie KotpitaL 

Interferon first began being serious¬ 
ly considered for cancer in the early 
Beventies when Hans Strtnder of 
Stockholm's Karolinska Institute 
started Injecting it into children suf¬ 
fering from a rare and dreaded bone 
cancer, osteogenic sarcoma. Amputa¬ 
tion was then (he only treatment avail¬ 
able (and still largely Is) for the dis¬ 
ease, and in most cases the patients 
died. But among the SO-odd children 
Strander creaceo, about half survived. 
Srrender’s results interested Jordan 
Cqttermen of the MD Anderson Hos- 

t ical. Houston. Texas, who conducted 
U own trills with interferon on pa¬ 
tients with advanced breast cancer. 

& homa and multiple myeloma. 

the patients responded positive¬ 
ly. In some, response wes immediete. 

Talking about the trials in England, 
at London's St Bartholomew’s Hospital 
and Manchester's Christie Hospital, J. 
M A. Whiiehouse of Southampton 
University said: "These have been 
done in far more controlled conditions 
vdth built-in scientific salegue/ds and 
on a far larger number of patients than 
before. And the results haven't been 
as promising is had been enticipated 
some. My point it: there are a host 
of other dnip and drug combi nations 
that at tbe moment work much better 
than interferon." Scientists SumMY 
spoke to agreed that Interferon has 
considerable side effects to»^acute 
muscle aches, for instance. So much so 
that some patients, said Whitehouse, 
have refused the drag. 

This is act to say, emphasised the 
scientists chat interferon holds no 
promise at ail. Guttennan’s first trials 
with interferon have yielded en¬ 
couraging results, and 11 of the 26 
breast cancer patients treated at the 
Utuversiiy of Wisconsin, US, have had 
tbeir tumours shrinking. **1111 drug 
still needs a lot more study," ex¬ 
plained Phillip Feigelson of Kevf 
York's Columbie University. *'The 
trouble was It bad been blown out of 
proportion." 

Even if interferon fails to live 
up to its promise, the methods pe^ 
fected to mass produca it will help 
Kiefitists mamifacture other drugs of 
similar nature. This is simificant be¬ 
cause scientists bee the ’shorter* pep¬ 
tides, chemicals of the interferon 
More, es the cancer drugs of the- 
luiure. "If it is not interferon, it will be 
another peptide," said Brian Fox. 
pej^des control the growth of cells. 

InterferoA, in i^rrlcular, battles can¬ 
cer by an intriguing process. Assuming 
cancer Is of v&al engin (and there Is 
enough suggestive evidence co support 
the aseumpeioa). scleotlsts thMiiee 
that interieroa Is produced in a cell as 
soon IS i( is attacked by vim The 
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virus muttipUss in th« cell *nd its 
swelled numbers fatten up and finally 
break ^art ibe cell. The spilled 
Viruses flow into nei^bouring cells, 
where they multiply anew, and the 
damage spreads, the inierferen pro¬ 
duced earlier. however, errests much 
of this damage. Before the virus in ibe 
first infected cell begins multiplyii^ 
the interferon sneeks into the adia* 
cant ceils to forewarn them of the 
impending viral invasion. The cells 
respond by producing antivirel pro¬ 
teins (hat inhibit the oncoming viruses 
from reproducing in them, thus the 
infection is blunted.. 

Interferon gets its name from the 
word interference. In the mid-Fifries 
scientists observed a curious phe- 
nomenon (hey nemed viral intcrfer 
ence: victims of one kind of virus* 
caused illness never contracted 
i(tother viral disease at the same time. 
Virologists. Alick Isaacs and Jean Lin* 
denmanit. both working in London, 
investigated the phenomenon and in 
19S7 came out with the answer: a 
protein, or a group of proteins, that 
they christened interferon, which was 
produced in injected cells and 
guarded other cells against further 
viral attacks. 

For much of the subsequent re¬ 
search on interferon, credit must go to 
the Finnish virologist Kart Cantell who 
spent over ten years, stretching 
through the Sixties, to develop a 
method for extracting interferon from 
white blood cells, and supplied the 
scarce chemical to labs. Production is 
still very small (in 1979 only 400 mg of 
interferon could be distilled out of the 
4S.OOO litres of blood supplied by the 
Finnish Red Cross to the Antral Pub- 
Kc Health Laboratory in Helsinki), but 
before The advent of genetic engineer* 
ing. Cantell's lab was about il^ sole 
source of supply of the drug. <Mosi of 
the initial research done by Gutter- 
man and others in the US in the late 
Seventies was by using interferon im¬ 
ported from Finland). 

The principle of genetic engineering 
is based on the fact chat when genes 
from a higher organism are impUnted 
in bacteria, the bacteria follow the 
instructions coded in the implanted 
gene. The genes selected for implante- 
tion . contain coded instructions for 
manufacture of the desired chemicat. 
say interferon. The bacteria in which it 
ii implanted respcmd to the command, 
churning out the instructed chemical, 
interferon in our example. And given 
proper nourishment, the bacteria 
multiply, and each new bacterium pro¬ 
duces new interferons. Thus a subetaH' 
tial quantity of the chemical is manu¬ 
factured. 

The first problem befwe genetic 
engineers obrioualy U to iden^ end 
iMiaie the right genes wish the right 
inithutions coded. The lost few years 
scientists have succeeded ie lecadng 
the genes for insulin, the diabetes 
drug, growth herttones for treetiog 
dwarf and, of coutai) iAMrfer 

Oh. Maai ^piOdMtloe with thm 
•Mda HmtiMi' haa oot yet quite 
dtftto^bui adMsti are worldM m 


Concer therapy 
loeililies in India 


I nterferon and monoclonal anti* 
bodies are merely words ih inter- 
natiooal medical iwmals to Indian 
cancer specialists. Interferon cer¬ 
tainly is, because of irs prohibitive 
cost. Most advances in cancer re¬ 
search reach Indian shores years 
alter the first successful trial runs 
in the U$ or Europe, finances 
generally posing the stiffest hurdle. 
Indian doctors also often cannot 
administer the newest drug com¬ 
binations because of rheir non* 
availabiliry. Few hospitals here are 
equipped with the latest radio ther¬ 
apy machines, thanks again to H- 
mited resources. As a result (and 
partly also because most cancer 
patients in our country go to hospit¬ 
al only when the disease nas 
reached an advanced stage) inortal- 
ity rates, despite the amasing re* 
search reiulu. are still relaovaly 
hij^} in Indian cancer wards. 

The best place for treatment of 
the disease in India is the country's 
oldest cancer hospital. Bombay’s 
Tata Memorial, opened in 1941. 
The centre grew around Prof V. 
khanolkar and the American 
surgeon Dr Pool, and carried out 
pioneering work in identifying car* 
cinogens (cancer causing agents) 
peciHiar to India. Virus-Uke Mrti* 
cles in the breast milk of Parsi 
women wer^ for instance, first iso¬ 
lated here. Present facilities in the 
hospital include a linear accelera¬ 
tor for high penetration radio ther* 
apy. The hospital has at its disposal 
‘'vast'* finances, at least by Indian 
standards, and according to doctors 
in Calcutta, have arrangements 
with foreign pharmaceutical firms 
for direct import of scarce drugs. 
Kanpur's JK Hospital, which has 
recently come up as one of the 
country's leading radio therapy 
centres, thanks to the efforts of the 
late P. K. Haidar, also has a similar 
arrangement. 

Arrangements sj^ith phar¬ 
maceutical firms come in very 
hMdy because Indian subsidiaries 
of drug multinationals do not pos¬ 
sess the licence to import some of 
the newer medicines. Besides, the 
drugs being extremely costly, phar¬ 
maceutical firms are often wary of 
supplying coasigAinents iq govern¬ 
ment bospitali because of payment 
^•y, thanks to rod tm. Thit is 
particularly true of botprtals in Cal¬ 
cutta, whm the Memcal College 
boraital, SSKM Hospital and even 
Ibe special fed Chittaranjan Can¬ 
cer are generally abort of 

ra ^e r mediciDes. The last named, 
with 200 beda, ia the premier can¬ 
cer beepital in eaatera tndra m 
die MCOM oldeet in India (foonded 
ISSOk But today It it In a deplor- 


^ie condition. There has been no 
addition to radio therapy machines 
in the hospital since the Fifties, and 
four of the six then installed are 
now out of order. The upshot: pa* 
dents requiring radio therapy are 
given dates often three months la¬ 
ter, by which time the disease 
reecbes an advanced stage and 
r^iation is of little help And in 
any case, the radiation received is 
not of ad^uate strength because 
the machines are hopelessly out* 
dated and old. A WHO expert who 
recently visited the hospital said of 
the equipment: “They should be 
kfpt in Doaeuins.’' 

'hie Chittaranjan Cancer Hospit* 
al owes nearly Rs three Isikhs to 
pharmaceutical firms, and little 
wonder patients cannot be adminis* 
lered drugs in free beds because of 
cbe depleted hospital stores. Poor 
cancer victims are often forced to 

EE ;hase m^icines from the mar* 
at back breaking costs. An 
amycin injection costs between 
Rs SOO and Rs 700, and a course 
involves at lea^t six injections. 
Treatment with Bleomycin could 
involve an expenditure of over Rs 
7.S00. “We orien .make comprom* 
iaes.” said a cancer therapist at 
Chittaranjan Hospital. “We admi 
nister the cheaper drims, after con¬ 
sulting the patieni*s Emilies," he 
said, and added with a shrug, “in¬ 
deed. it is • compromise all through 
here. In short, a cancer hospital 
cannot be run with so little money." 

Negotiations are now on to 
amalgamate the Chittaranjan Hos¬ 
pital wirh the ad)aceni central gov* 
emment run Chittaranjan National 
Cancer Research Centre. When this 
happens, the hospital, whkh is pre¬ 
sently run by the state government, 
is expened to get better outlays. 
More radio therapy machines could 
then be installed and more opera¬ 
tion theatres opened. Indeed, even 
surgeons in Chittaranjan Hospital 
are not free to do all they please, 
though this institute is one of the 
best centres for surgery. Founder- 
director Dr Subodh Mitra was an 
internationally recognised cancer 
surgeon, who pioneered an im¬ 
proved version or the uterus remov- 
^ operation known in medical texts 
ms Mitra's Operation. 

. The best radio therapy hospital 
in the country b the Madras Cancer 
Institute, equipped with a linear 
accelerator and a cyclotron. Until 
recently it .also commanded the 
expertise of $. Krishnamurty, the 
founder-director. Chandigarh's 
Po«i Graduate Institute of Medical 
EducidoA and Research alao has a 
good radio therapy unit and an 
excaUeai diagnosis dantra. 



loc^Tiflg more genes. ^Genetic en* 





B ut What greater promise for 
cancer therapy is a new area of 
research: monoclonal antibodies. 
Monoclonal antibodies are minute 
particles made in the lab which locate 
and react with their counterparts (caJ* 
led antigens) sticking to the cells in 
the 'body. Antigens, which are tiny 
proteins, are not only found on (he 
surfaces of cells, but also on viruses 
and bacteria Cancer cells usually 
have different varieties of antigens 
from normal cells. Thus if a normal 
call has antigens A. B. C and 0 on it, a 
breast cancer cell may have antigens 
Ai B» C« D and also E and F (and lung 


cancer cells, perhaps also G and H). 
Thus one wav to demrmine whether 
normal cells nave turned cancerous it 
to find out wbat the antigens on Its 
surface are. Scientists are trying to do 
just that with the help of monoclonal 
antibodies. If the monoclonal anti- 
bodses of say antigens E and F are 
injected in the body, they will hunt out 
and lock on to cancer cells, if present, 
with E and F ant^ns. The antibodies 
are taggH on to fiuoroscent bodies, so 
that ineir movement can be obser^^ 
through fiuoroscent microscopes; the 
moment it is seen thei an antibody* 
aotigen combination has occurred, it 
can M said ihM tbe body has cancer 
cells aptcilic to E and F (in our eiam* 
pie, breast cancer). 

The great advantage of monoclonal 
antibodies is that tb^ are of only one 
strain, or clone, and so hit cells with 
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only cDuntarpart ani 
damage to neigbboi 
and the consaquaitl 
long-sought goal of cancer selgniiMs* 
*Moooelnpel entibodlei have aapnlfig 
precision end our aappratiom from 
them are pvat,” sala Jo Hflgers, a 
Dutch otonoclonal antibody ei^rt. 

The method of manufacturing 
monoclonal antibodies in planty was 
perfected by Cesar Mifstein and 
Georges Kohler at Cambridge in 1B7S. 
Cancar cells are iaiected into a mouse. 
The mouse in Its ipleeiwproduces anil* 
bodies to antigens of the cancer cells 
(this is a natural process; In our 
spleen, for instance, antibodies to anti* 
gens ot viruses are produced when we 
catch i cold). The mouse’s spleen cells 
are extracted and fused with (ha 
cancerous myelone cells from e mallg* 
nant mouse (this mouse must be gene* 
lically compatible with the first 
mouse) to produce what are called 
hybridomas. The cancerous cells from 
(ha second mouse ore used to ensure 
the survival of the hybrtdomi. The 
extracted cells by themselves die out 
quickly; the myeloma cells lend to the 
hybHooma its cancer characteristic of 
rapid proliferation, and the hybrido* 
mas navar go extinct. 

In cancer ther^y, apart from direct* 
tng antibodies to react with the malig* 
nant cells (leukdemia and lymphoma 
are two cancers in which monoclonal 
antibodies have been successfully 
tried). Kientista are contemplating 
la^ng then with lethal drugs or 
radioectivt lubstances. Since they 
have an amaaingly precise ability to 
seek out their counterpart cells, scien* 
tisia think they should prove excellent 
carriers of 4'ugs to malignant 
rumours, dodging past normal cells. 

Cancer scientists, interestingly, ere 
not lust seetag monoclonal antibodies 
as taerapouhe agents; they are using 
them also to help ecquiro greater 
insist into the complexities of the 
dreaded disease. "It Is helping us to 
understand more about cancer, to 
identify the genes responsible,** said 
Susan Eedes, a British cancer spa* 
cialisi 

And surely there is a lot more to 
learn about cancer. Scientists still 
have no direct proof that the disease, 
or soine forms m it, is of viral origin, or 
that smoking does actually cause can* 
car. Most m the evidhnee is of a 
■utistlcel nature, and much of the 
kaowledgt about the disease is based 
on only empirical data. This could be 
one reasoB why the cure for cancer li 
still eluslvt, « least the foolpreef, 
cure* |ut chare certainly is today 
* for hope. As Col* 
FhUUp F^laoB 
I w *Wwuia lapomni is thtt 
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The ether cures 


SAUMITRA BANEFUEE finds out if, besides aSopOOrf, there ere any odier cures tor 



I r*f luMh St CslcBtts Cc^ 

leetsrsis. A few people ire need 
bf M the IM Ask QM of thes 
the way le (he 1st floor* sed 
pronpi oooMi the reply: *You 
auit hire COBS to meet Mr 
KhMeadn Nath Sorker, who cures 
cancer.* He pouts lo a ooor whore a 
number of peopU have lathered. Mr 
Sarkar's fame, tt msn. has ipnad. 

Inside, i mudle^aaed cdoo is sittiai 
ar a table, surrouMod by people. He 
seems a trifle eatbanrasiso at all the 
eneoeioB he is eertlDi. One of tbrom 
ptbered arouno his table tells him 
about the pain he has been sufferlnf 
from. "Get e biopsy done.” Mr Serkm 
iuuMCts him. Another person tells 
him how his deuabter. who is in an 
advanced etape of caocar, is propraa> 
sine. This was Ms second visit to Mr 
Sancar. *Thara has bean a lirtle i»> 
provsmeot, ihoufh nothloa siiaifl* 
cant." be tells Mr Serkar, "XSon'r wor* 
rv." replies Mr Sarkar. *|ivs me at. 
tasst seven deys. Only thin can you 
set any ImprovamenL Is the mean* 
time coaiiaue with the medkioes I 
have liven you * 

Whit medKines does Mr Serkar pre< 
scnbe? Do they really curt cancer? "I 
would not like to say aoythini now. ft* 
is all in en exparuMntaJ sca|c,* Mr 
Sarkar told this correspondent. His 
treatment of cancer is simple: cepeules 
prepared from hecba ano tb# raeults, 
sccordlna to him, are almost instant. 
Even if toe irowth u maiianaoi, bleed* 
iof and peiof uJ, the herbs mBsedietely 
stop the pain and the bleadinf and, 
wiu some more time, cure any malic* 
nancy. 

Mr Sarkar, a loyemmcDt employea, 
has been researchinp with herbs lor IS 
years. His interest in herbsk b fact. 
be|an when his father died of tubercu¬ 
losis and he set out to find a herbal 
cure for this disease. It was durio| 
these expetUDents that he fotmd he 
could cure severe cases of ^ncrvne. 
This encouraced him to try bis herbal 
otedidnes on cancer patients. To^y, 
Mr Sarkar claims, a number of cancer 
paiienu have been cured by him. The ' 
only thini that is stoppbi him fRim 
tryuif out his xnedl^es on cancer 

f iatlents in hospitals a clearance 
tom the central drug controller, 
which be is anlikely to get as be has no 
recogmsed madical degree. 

Dr P. P. Meana of the J. P. Roy State 
Ayurvedic Medical Couege. however. 
siM that so far no barbal drug had 
succaisfully cured cencer. but added 
that axperimaan ware on.’ 

U ayurvedic medteiae dees not pr» 
vide ^ aiifver, doee bomeopachy 
ewe caacar? Mr Pwlmal laaerfi. a 
laadkag hemespaih at Cakuna. ms 
chat tm^ the^ b no dafblM ewa or 
—Mebi mf (anew, k Is nw locally 


meurabU. *TW baeie at temaopo^, 
at laid dewa by Beiiwwaaa, k to 
admimsmr cercam modklBas to heal* 
thy huiMB to product cartab 

symptoqM and tnen um tfaam same 


the same symptoau to cure him. Un* 
fortunately, this be done b the 


caee of cancer as sre do bm as yet kaow 
whet produces it So what I hira been 
able to do other homooperhs may 
dtffar from mw«is to try cortab mods< 
dnee oa patoants moroiy on the basis 
of synpeams, ■rhhout the modirine 
havl^ prowead cancer b a healthy 
patiant HUs can be done by itnlaring 
certab symptoms of canew and then 


ipplybi wmip midirbas (o cure it. 
We am to work ea the basis at 


symptems«* said Mr Banerjae. Accord- 
ia| to tba oumbw of cancer 
paaents emw ts vary low but *eran if 
ooe padeni has hma cured. I would 
•ay dtat wa have achieved succeea* 
Mr Baoerjoe is experimenting with a 
numhw m medietnas, but raruses to 
divulipt snythiag as apartments are 
sdll on. "DtHerant aewdaes are used 
for d tf fare g t types of cancer. For ton- 
cue cancar J use one medirtne, while 
tor utertne cancer 1 would use another. 
But with the laedicioe rod vaifom I 
have a ch ieved e lot of luccsm b casae 
of abdominal cancor." Among bis sue* 
ceaaful casts is that ot JyocsiiaraDja& 


Bams, (n 19SI she bad come to Dr 
Banarjee wish cancer on the bead of 
the pencrees. By 1970 she was cured 
and today she oas no eeobleass The 
other case is at Fijus Mnkherica, who 
had come to him m 19S0 with an 
advanced canceroos ulcer on the In* 
side of hu left cheek. A leadbg alle- 
padik doctor of Calcutta, had been 
creating him and had said nothing 

could be done to cure him. It was at 
this stags thst Mr Baner jee took up his 
case and today Mr Uakimjea is cured. 

tk S. K. another well-known 
homeopath, also claims that 
homeopathic medicines can cure can* 
cer, though the sucaess race may not 
be vary high. He says that oi^ if 
cancer cases are brou^t to him b the 
fonnative stage, can they be cured. 
But, as be said; what normally hapPM 
is that only thoee cancer cases which 
have been given up as hopelow by 
allopathic doctors are brought to 
bome o patfak do cto r s as a last resort, 
*The only thing we can then do is to 
aiva palhativcs, so that the suffering 
Becomhs less and people can die 
peinlemly.* But ho admits chat there is 

**£¥80 H one patient has 
been cured, i would say 
that we have ecM^ed sue- 


no pankular medjefna sAkh cures 
cancer—dn fact it depands totally on 
hew a petiaBt reepoads to a particular 
eedkme. "When wa (raat a patknt,” 
be said, *we treat him as a vrfcole, 
coostiCtttionaUy, and not the disease 
alone. But riiii much 1 oan seyi there 
. have been cases where cancar patients 
have been cured.* About whether 
there will be e breaktbrou^ In cancer 
treatment In the near ruture, bis 
answar is no. *Tha basil of 
bemeopethy is to find the root cause of 
s diseese and then treat it. Till now sre 
don't know what exactly cansns can¬ 
cer, so it is very difficun to prepare 
modkiaes for its cure,* be said. 

The Utaei, and perhaps tha moet 
•ffectiva, non^Uopatic croacmeni for 
cancer is tha Mamtetrode or heat treat* 
meat Sdll releovely upknown in In* 
dia, Magnecrode was invented in 1976 
b9 two alechicaJ enainaers tt the 
uBiversity of CalifomU, Los Angeles 
<UCLA\ USA. The idm was to IrSuce 
a banuam elactnc current in the 
body, which would produce beet deep 
in the body without damaginj; the 
outer fatty dseues. In 1977, two uCLA 
c an c e r sDodalist^Dr F. K. Storm and 
Dr rvMiWfa Mortoo-dmproved on fhi* 
to produce a technique called hyp^ 
theimie, or using beat to treat cancer. 
The residts have been very encourag* 
ing. l^ouah hyperthermia is not yet 
cecisiderea to' be e cure, it often causes 
remimioBs of tumours and improves 
the elfectiveDeas of other forms of 
creatment. 

Tbe heat applied to the body does 
not damage ncalihy tiwuas; it only 
bums the cancerous ones. The reason: 
tbe drulation in rumours is generallT 
poor; the blood moves sluggishly and 
therefore does not carry away axcees 
beat as rapidly as it does in ordinary 
tastues. As a result, while the tumour 
is heated to lOg degrees centigrade or 
more, tbe rest of toe body stays at a 
lower temperature. Besides, indi¬ 
vidual rumour cells are more sensitive 
ro bear than non&al cells. And the 
effect of beat on tumours is deadly: 
within a very short period the tumour 
subsides. 

Dr Storm and Dr Mewton have so far 
experimented «i about 200 patknts 
on whom drugs and radiation have 
failed lliey found that in 80 per cent 
of tbe tumours that could be heated to 
more than 106 degrees canttgnd^ the 
iTMOfeeDt wet pertielly successful, 

and nimours that were heated to 122 
degre es centigrade produced dramatic 

Is heat therapy the future cancer 
cure? Dr St orm thinks so. As she myi: 
"Tbme is no doubt in my mind that 
within the next five years hyparther* 
■da will become a standard treatment 
for cancer.* 1 


1 
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THE GENERAL AND THE EDITOR 


An appeal to Indian friends 


T his is not an easy ihln^ to 
write about for it Involves a 
close relation: jny father. 
Knowini him as I do. I know 
that he will not be happy that 
I have chosen to go into print. He is a 
very modest man. dislius any fuss 


ve^ modest man. dislikes any fuss 
being created about him and treasures 
his privacy^ So I know that he will be 
cro^ but my patience has run out. I 
can no longer remaio silent. My 
father's name is Mashar Ali Khan and 
he editse liberal*democraiic weekly in 
Lahore called, Viewpomr. He suffered 
a mild heart attack in 197S and has not 
been well since that time. In addition 
he has been in prison for two brief 
spells, which did not improve matiers 
His doctor suggested that he go abroad 
for heart surgery and he applied for 
permission to do so in 1979. The mar 
tiel law authorities dillied and dallied. 


He applied again and the response was 
to ask him to submit himself for in* 
spection before an army medical 
bMrd. He complied. The army doctors 
were unanimously of the opinion that 
he should be allowed to travel abroad 


for an operation. The longer the delay 
the greater the chance of detenora* 
tion The regime ignored the advice of 
its own doctors. Permission was not 
granted. Repeated reauests and let* 
ters to civil servants, caoinet ministers 
and the chief martial law administra¬ 


tor himself were, in the main, un¬ 
answered. It is now nearly four years 
since the day that permission was first 
requested. As many others have been 
permitted to travel abroad (including 
active political opponents of the reg¬ 
ime) I am beginning to think that the 
general has embarked on a personal 
vendetta against the editor of View¬ 


point. 

If this is the case then I wonder at 
the reasons for such a vendetta. View- 


poior is vetted even week by the 
censor, who deletes all passages which 
are not acceotable. In anv event. 


are not acceptable, in any event, 
Mazhar Ali Knan is not the sort of 
joumalisi who lards his prose with 
vituperative personal abuse. That has 
never been his style. It could be that 
he is being punished for my political 
views, but surely a regime so inten¬ 
sively based on a hierarchy of compet¬ 
ing intelligence ageacies must know 
that though we are father and son and 
feel close to each other our political 
views ere very different. Fnends 
semeiimes tell me: *You are naive; for 
that gau you're all the same. You’re 
Reda^ fau is probably true of the 
jamaat-e-UJaml, but I cannot believe 
ihat military iAtelllgence operatives 
as stupid. For one thing (Key have 




Agee's eipose of the CIA dees sot 
reveal a buscb of fools. Kaavee, cer¬ 
tainly, but not fools. So Ceneml Zia 
must be aware that oor poUtkaere not 
tbe same. It is true that asy father has 
been a long-standing member oi ^ 
World Peace Conned the Fgk-Soviet 
friendship associacioo end has visited 
Moscow many times. U Ulamabed is 
worried that he might visit Moscow 
they could easily be reaasurad that he 
will undertake to have the surfory in 
New York or London. That is ill be is 
interested in at the mooeot. 

My father is now approert d ng his 
66th year. I have not seen him since 
1977, (hough somehaes we talk brief' 
ly en the phone. He has nor bad an 
Intel leciuaJly stimulating relationship 
with military regimes I recall vividly 
one morning many years age la April 
1959. My father was eban tbe editor df 
the FaJusrao Times, than ownad by 
Mian Iftikbarudin ai^, as Time maga* 
line sourly noted, "the baet^ttd 
leftwing deily in Asia." Tlw Mrisran 
Trines was of a chain of newspap¬ 
ers (Progressive Papers Limited) and 
excercised • p rogre ss ive and enlight¬ 
ened influence on the country- Ahmed 
Nsdeere Qasmi edited the Urdu daily, 
Isnrote, and Sibte Hassan the weekly, 
Larl-o-AFsher. But 1 musta't digress too 
much. In October 19$^ Oenarel Ayub 
took over Pakisten. His a^laers soon 


reported that all was well, ssem for 
tbe existence of Progressive rtpen 
Ltd. When eveir other daily had pub¬ 
lished ediioriau wticoesing maftial 
Isw, Masher All Khan had written the 
mein leader on "soil eroeioo." There 
was no way in whkb the Pakisran 
7>mes was fomg to vrakome a military 
regime. Vnich brings me to that 
pleasant April monuog la 19S9. It svas 
about 6.30 am and I was gstting ready 
for school, when g^Urga Umoushie 
drove up, flying e flag aM bearing a 
cabinet minister. It sras 2ulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto, Ayub'i nimster for commarce- 
Ho asked for my father, was shown in 
and disappeared into his room, t left 
for school. When 1 returned, my 
mother told me chat Uutto bad drop* 
pad in out oi courtesy to tell my father 
that the milinry govenusent wes tak¬ 
ing over Progretave Papers Ltd. Tbe 
police had surrounded me offices on 
Nisbet Rood and CID men were remov¬ 
ing letters and files. They amared 
particularly thumpbani sHsen they un¬ 
covered a letter from Ifr Dull 
Sarabfaai as it bad an Indian eostnmrk 
The next dev the Pekisien Times car* 






by people who have been 
t|hi Ubw Sa^ PbiUp 


The next day the Pekisien Times car* 
tied sn editorial uvlttea by a bweauc- 
rat, QudruculUb ggdtled, 

"The new UM.” The teefc gPOdak^ 


that the newspapers had become 
"strangers in tbe house” and were dw 
raclpieati of Moscow gold. The ume 
issue of the newspaper carried s briei 
repon announcliig tnai the editor bad 
resigned. Bhutto and other emissariai 
of the military regiine had penusde^ 
my father to stay as chief editor of sL 
the publications. He had not ever 
coosidered the idea for a minute be 
fore rejecting tbe offer with contempt 
The once pr^ stable of newspaper! 
became tbe tome voice of any aovem 
ment in power. Mian Iftikhsrudin died 
of a broken heart In 1962. JoumsUsn 
in Pakistan beesme a natardouc 
occupation. "At least prostitutes seV 
only their bodies," people used to sey 
"but our journalists have sold tholi 
scnili." 

For the next ten yeers my father 
llagered in an inteUecTual limbo. Hs 
missed writing his editoriali ind he 
never got over the loss of the Pakistan 
Titnes. Not that he used to sav much, 
but one could tell. For a brier period 
during 197273. he edited the Karachi 
. daily MH71, but Bhutto (now in com¬ 
mand of a truncated Pakistan) wsi 
(wver hippy with him. Maahsr AU 
Khan argued in D^wn for • rsp- 
proachement between Bhutto’s 
and tbe National Awami Par^ (NAP) 
of Wall Khan and Biscujo. Neither side 
liked him for it, but he was aware that 
il the PPP and the NAP fell out the 
beneficiaries would be those who dis* 
Idled ell forms of representative gov¬ 
ernment. He accompanied Bhutto to 
Simla as editor of Dawn. It was his tint 
visii to India since Mahatma Gandhi's 


funeral and be was delighted to meet 
old friends. Most of his fnends had 
Biigraied after ^rtition. Bhutto did 
not like the fact that my father had sc 
maw friends in India. He ensured (hat 
his Mys in the Dawn wore numbered, 
but as a concession he allowed him to 
produce a new weekly, Viewpoint. 
ihiring the Bhutto veers Viewpoint 
became e criticaL but constructive 


became a critical, but constructive 
voice and was read avidly in Islama¬ 
bad. He opposed Bhutto's execution as 
vigorously as circumstances allowed, 
dmugh Viewpoint was muffled by an 
UKreasingly strict censorship. 

I don't know about him, but my 
patience has run out. Since the milit¬ 
ary re^ne has so far ignored all 
requests from within to allow him to 
travel for medical treatment, 1 think 
the time has come to do ali that one 
can from outside. I hope the editor of 
Sunday will not regard it as misuse of 
this column if I appeel to many of my 
father's friends in India and otners, to 
mount a campaign in order to preiiu- 
riae the regime to allow an old man to 
travel abroad before it is too late. 











NEWS; NATIONAL 



Hydertbtd: Prime Minister Mrs Indira 
Gandhi's "blue*eyed boy** from Medik 
and the state's major industry minis* 
ter, Mr M. Baga Reddy, is in trouble. 
He is caught in the, by now. infamous 
cement scandal. Despite his attempts 
to extricate himself, Baga Ready 
seems to have got deeper enmeshed 
into it. The cement scandal is also the 
biggest political scare causing sleep 
less nights to the chief minister. Mr 
Bhavenam Venkatrama Reddy 
After dilJy'dallying for days, (he new 
chief minister had to order a '^further'* 

B robe into the allegations concerning 
(r Baga Reddy's aileud involvement 
in the distribution m special quota 
cement to nch and inlluential builders 
of Hyderabad and Secunderabad. The 
CM’S belated step in ordering a probe 
has. however, tailed to quell the 
opposition. 

6n 10 March 1982. the CM had 
stated in a press conference in Vi- 
iayaweda that although the previous 
government had received a prellmin* 
ary report from the state Anti- 


ComiptioD Bureau (ACB) and had sub> 
seauenily '‘closed” (he matter, he had 
ordered a further enquiry into the 
allegations, mainly because of persis¬ 
tent “press attacks" on Mr Baga Red¬ 
dy. Right from the day Mr Reddy was 
sworn in as chief minister, the Baga 
Reddy affair seemed to have cast its 
shadow over him. On 24 February 
1982. at his first “Meet-the press." the 
CM faced a barrage of questions. 
When reporters wanted to know 
whether the new chief minister would 
induct, into his cabinet, persons who 
were facing corruption charges, Mr 
Reddy had evasively stated that all his 
ministehal colleagues would be asked 
to declare their assets and liablliiies. 
And. when a reporter pointed out that 
there was a minister in the An^aiah 
cabinet (he meant Mr Baga RMdyi 
who was facing an ACB probe, and 
questioned if that minister would be 
taken into the new ministry, the new 
chief minister had merely answered 
that a decision would be taken after 
the ACB submitted its report. On 28 


Mrs Cendh;. An;aieA and Baga Reddy, the Ws cemMign manager, dunng the 
PMX viM to MMah jrt 19w 


Subsequentlv. 
cement stock 


February 1982, Mr Baga Reddy was 
sworn in as a minister and later he was 
rewarded with the same portfolio (ma* 
jor indust^) which he had in the 
Anjaiah ministry. He was given addi¬ 
tional charge of the minor portfolios of 
devel^ment of cement end peper in¬ 
dustries. which he had also handled in 
the previous cabinet. 

The Andhra Hradesh cement scandal 
started in December 1981. The mem* 
bers of the Andhra Pradesh Builders 
Association, the senior officials of the 
state indusrrics department and the 
Regional Cement Controller (RCC), 
Madras, during a meeting in Hyder¬ 
abad on 14 December 1981 discussed 
the illocacion of cement from the 
additional quota proposed for Andhra 
Pradesh, li was at this meeting that an 
alleged deal was struck. 

On IS December. Mr N. V. Nagesh- 
wara Rao, development officer in the 
iodustries department, wrote a letter 
(No- 10S99/Dak.SC^8U requesting the 
RCC, Madras, for allotment of “ex¬ 
cess" quota. The letter made referen* 
ce to the "personal discussion" be¬ 
tween the RCC and state officials and 
stated, inter aiia, that “having regard 
to the discussion with you, I en^ose 
herewith the statement showing the 
names of parties duly sponsored for 
allotment of cement outside the state 
quota on M/s Raasi Cements, Vlsh- 
nupurem. Nelgonda district, whose ex¬ 
cess quantity of cement is lying for 
want of workable orders-.," 

The letter asked for necessary au¬ 
thorisation (0 the factory for making 
the deliveries to the parties A state¬ 
ment which was sent along with the 
letter listed out the names and addres¬ 
ses of 141 allottees and indicated the 
alloMtions recommended for them. On 
16 December, the RCC sent the au¬ 
thorisations (Lr. Nos, MRCO/ORC/SQ/ 
AP/Misc./Raa$i/437 and 488) for 3.501) 
and 6,760 metric tonnes respectively. 

the allottees lifted the 
from Raasi factory by 
the end of December. 

commissioner of industries, it is 
alleged, made the allormenis to a 
select croup of rich and influential 
private builders without following any 
rules or norms laid down by the state 
govemiBent and ordered that the allot¬ 
tees could lift the siKks directly from 
the factory with the authoriaation of 
a tbe RCC. Madru. 

^ According to the norms prti^bad 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


PM’s campaign manager 
involved in cement allotments 

CM Reddy faces his first political jolt 















tta« isMciation do not uHy with the 
projections mede by the industries 
department. While the private bull* 
ders were made allotments aggregat* 
ing to 7,620 tonnes, the 18 other atlot- 
lees had been recommended allot¬ 
ments totalling 3,3S0 tonnes. 

CPI legislators, Mr K. L, Mahendra 
and Mr Ch. Rajeshwara Rao, have 
dubbed the cement scandal *'an act ot 
open and naked corruptiun*' and de* 
manded a iudiciel probe. They deman 
ded the removal of Mr Baga Reddy 
from the cabinet because he occupies 
an 'important position by virtue of 
holding charge of the Prime Minister, 
Mrs Indira (laiidhi's constituency. 
Medak." The BJP president. Mr Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, who was on a short 
visit to Andhra Pradesh, also deman¬ 
ded the setting up of a central enquiry 
commission under the Cummissinn w 
Enquiry Act,to probe the scandal. 

Meanwhile, journalists and opposi¬ 
tion politicians who have exposed the 
scandal have been threatened with 
murder by anonymous telephone cal¬ 
lers On 6 March 1982. CPI leader, Mr 
K. L. Mahendra, was told to stay quiet 
or face brutal death. The news editor 
of Indian £xpre.«s, Hyderaliad, Mr L. 
0. Natarajan. has received more than 
a doien threats ro his life in as many 
days. Reacting to these thrcatN. Mr A, 
Prabhakar Ran, secretary of the Indi 
an Federation of Working Journalists, 
appealed to Mr Bage Reddy to restrain 
his “followers, admirers and 
sycophants" from indulging in such 
'anti social" activities. 

A Special Correspondent 


BIHAR 

Policeman harasses 
harijans 


they are backed by ministers from the 
ruling party 

Od 18 July 1981. during the Assem¬ 
bly session, in reply to a question (Ko 
15S8 i from the C PI( M) of Purnea. 

Mr Ajir Satkar. the Bihar minister for 
Mrhamentary affairs. Mr Ramashray 
Prasad Singh said that the allegation 
made by Mr Sarkar was baseless. The 
MLA from Purnea had asked if the 
officer in charge of the Gulabbag town 
police outpost, Mr B.K. Thakur, had 
arrested some innocent harijans oa U 
February 1981 and kept them con¬ 
fined. The harijans had been badly 
beaten up and in their absence, their 
houses were searched and the women 
molested. The harijans had been re¬ 
leased the next morning but only after 
a substantial amount of money (Rs 
1,600) had changed hands in the form 
of a bribe. 

• When he heard the denial, Mr Sar- 
9 kar threatened to resign. The govern- 
^ ment bent down and assured Mr Sar- 
j kar that an enquiry would be con- 
I ducted by the DIG, Koii area. On 9 
I November 1981. the DIG suDBUtted his 



The UIG confirmed that iha to 

charge, an A SI, Mr B.K. Thtkur. had 
arraitad Dinaih Rishi. Baleawar Rishj. 
Sikandcr Paawan. Mahabir Riahi, Sada 
Rishi. YuKal Paswan ahd Nena Riahi 
at 7.00 pm on II Fabruar>. leapt iham 
confined in ntjra and had tnam baaten 
up. AH (ha savan wera cooties, loading 
and unloading gram for tha Pood Cor¬ 
poration of India. The police official 
also said in his report that the houses 
of tha harijant had bean searched and 
the women molested. 

The DlG's report was sent to the 
home department. In his note, the 
joint secretary, Mr S.P. Thakur, wrote 
that transferring Mr B.K. Thakur 
would be a lit enough punishment for 
the crime he had commuted. But. Mr 
Ramashray Prasad Singh, the par 
liamentary affairs minister, put his 
own comments on the file. He wrou 
that transferring the ASI would not be 
enough. The file went up to the chief 
minister who ordered that B.K. Thakur 
be suspended and departmental action 
be taken against nim. The under 
secretary, Mr Jagdish Prasad Singh, in 
his letter No 7/V.S.'126S/gl H.C SI9 
dated 21 January 1902, informed the 
inspector'genera I of police, Mr Paul 
Ahmad, of the decision of the govern¬ 
ment. Mr Ahmad sent a wireless mes¬ 
sage to (he SP, Pumea, on the same 
day saying; ‘‘Government has ordered 
to suspend Mr B.K. Thakur with un- 
mediifta effect. He has been transfer¬ 
red to CID department, Patna, without 
availing any transit leave.” 

From hero on emerges a strange 
story of corruption. The SP of Pumea. 
Mr K.P. Singh, did nothing to imple¬ 
ment (he order of the 1C. in fact, he 
was present at the Republic Day para¬ 
de to accept the salute of rhe Aol. It 
was only when the DIG took up the 
metter that B.K. Thakur was sut- 
pended. Thakur U believed to beve 


reached the Culabbag police station— 
(hat too after the DIG hid written to 
the SP on January to suspend 
Thakur. 

Meanwhile ASJ Thakur tried his 
best to have the suspension order 
withdrawn. According to Mr Ajii Sar- 
kar, i.K. Thakur had spent a consider¬ 
able sum as bribes to inf]i>ence minis¬ 
ters 10 withdraw his suspension orders. 
In the beginning Thakur won over a 
local ruling party leader. Shri Deo Jha, 
beJievad to be close to chief minister 
Dr Mishra. When Shri Deo Jha‘s 
efforts (ailed, Thakur tried to get an 
MlJk from the Congresafl), Md Yasin. 
to speak for him to the chief minister. 
When even that (ailed, Thakur con¬ 
tacted Raghunath Jha. the state 
education minisier wh^—for reasons 
known only to him—wrote out a good 
character certificate for the ASI 
saying that he was honest and dutiful. 
Raghunath Jha had the withdrawal of 
suspension orders typed on a buff- 
sheet (a yellow sheet us^ by ministers 
for comments on files) and set the CM 


Calcutta: Britain‘s ban on X*ray tests 
to check the age of would-be iinmig- 
rants comes after a persistent cam¬ 
paign in rhe UK for over two years 
against a practice that has been de¬ 
scribed as not only in«ccurate but also 
as potentially harmful, unethical and 
an abuse of medical practices. But 
though the UK government has con¬ 
cede^ (hat the lesis are Inaccurate, it 
sticks to its claim that they are not 
haiardous. The New SraieafMo has 


oo 4 Februery 19B2 along with (be 
lihar PCCfl) president, Ralio AUm, 
and two ULAs> Md Yasin aM Syed 
Moiauddin. The CM refused to sign 
the buff sheet without having a look at 
(he case. The CM called for the file. By 
then the joint secretary, S.P, Thakur, 
had added a note saying that with¬ 
drawing the suspension order at that 
stage would be improper. Even tha 
home commissioner, Mr R.N. Das. 
wrote that when the DIG had founo 
the charges a|4inst the ASI true, the 
minister's certificate that Thtkur was 
dutiful and honest did not carry con¬ 
viction. The govenimeni*s order, said 
Mr Das. should not be withdrawn. 

Thakur then met Mr R.P. Singh, the 
minister for parliamentary affaus. He 
asked for Mr Thakur's file from the 
home commissioner on 13 February 
end met the CM with it. At the CM'i 
rcMdertce, Mr R.P. Singh wrote that in 
the light of the recommendation of the 
edutration minister-, (he suspension 
order of B.K. Thakur should be with¬ 
drawn and that ke may be transferred. 
The order was approved by (he CM on 
the same day and the IG was informad 
ol (he order by letter No 7-B.5.1265/Bl 
No 1369. Although (he IC did not 
inform the SP of the withdrawal order 
till 17 February, Mr B.K. Thakur took 
charge of the police station with a 
promotion on 14 February itself 

Some importem CorigresKl) MLAi 
wrote to the CM protesting against his 
decision. Reacting to the MLAs’ letter, 
the CM asked for the file once again 
from the home commissioner {Memo 
No 23S7 dated 16 February 1982). The 
memo was somehow Jost.^ When the 
MLAs presented • photocopy of the 
letter to the CM again, Mishra 
asked (or the file once more (Memo No 
993 dated 24 February 1982). The 
harijans too have written to the IG 
saying that in spite of the charges 
agatrisi B.K. Thakur, he had been 
promoted to the rank of officer In 
charge in the same police station. 
Whether (he harijans will get justice 
end (he police officer punisned for his 
misdeeds remains to be seen. 

Reyaa AiimabMil 


dosages of radiation from these X-rays 
can cause cancer in children. 

The issue has come under sharp 
focus after the New Statesmen showed 
(hat X-ray age tests were largely done 
on children of immigrants, seeking 
entry from the Indian subcontinent, 
when it was suspected that the parents 
were “lying ebout their age.” Most of 
the children who were X-rayed wera 
frorrf Pakistan and Bangladesh. (Lord 
Carringron had told rhe British Perl la¬ 
ment in March 1981. chat age X^rayg 
had bafft M 


proceeded on leave and it was only on reponed that studies ouoied by (he 
4 FtbruaraLi982,ihai SPtlJtltff. ffpvp show (bet even, Ipw 


MEOfCINE 

UK's dangerous X-rays 
on immigrants' children 


there hu been reletivel; little need ia 
the peat lo use the prooNiure.'’) 

Tm decision to ben X*rey&i 
announced in February ieoetene' 

ibJy because of ‘‘new*' advice from Sir 
Henry Yellowlees, chief medical offic¬ 
er of the department of health and 
social security (DHSS) that although 
“the risk ii negligible” the tests were 
unlikely to give more eccurate evi¬ 
dence of age than assessments of 
physical characteristics. However, the 
19/9 Yellowlces report had defended 
the practice on the ground that it was 
“fairly accurate.” Thus, the DHSS 
chief, while shifting his stand on 
accuracy, maintains his contention on 
safety, thereby trying to protect the 
government's image (already tar¬ 
nished by its immigration policy) from 
further damage. 

On the other side, formidable argu¬ 
ments regarding the haaards are listad 
in a 21-page report on “The use of 
X rays for age determination in immig¬ 
rant control" released last June by 
Lord Avebury, Liberal spokesman fi» 
race relations and immigration, and 
member of an ad hoc campaign com¬ 
mittee which has been urging a ban on 
X-rays of children for idminittrativt 
purposes. Besides citing evidence on 
inaccuracy, the report quotes Karl Z. 
Morgan, past chairman ot 'he national 
council on radiation protection, that 
"there is no safe level of exposure and 
no dose of radiation so low that the 
risk of malignancy is tero.” Other 
studies quoted have shown that “chil¬ 
dren have a higher risk of dying from 
radiation-induced leukaemia than 
middle-aged persons.” Because of 
rhose asks WHO (WorlH ffea/rh Orga 
maationi hat condemned the use of 
X'tays for admimsttBtWt purposes. 
Even the British Medical Association 
{BMAj. had passed a resolution in 1979 
calling for a ban on them as unethical. 
Interestingly, the same DHSS, which 
claims that the risk is negligible, has a 
code of practice which says: “It is 
important that only those radiological 
examinations and treatments that are 
necessary be requested.” Cancer risk 
for possible “liars” is perhaos “neces- 
sa^” according to this code? 

From virginity testa to age X-ra;^ 
the UK government's use of the medic¬ 
al profession as an instrument to curb 
immigratioci takes many forms. The 
latest is the proposal to abolish from 1 
October 1982 free medical care under 
the National Health Service (NHS) to 
most foreign visitors. Overseas stu¬ 
dents will be the hardest hit. Articles 
in medical journals as well as books by 
feminist groups have shown how the 
controversial injectable contraceptive 
(approved only for limited use in spe¬ 
cific cases) is being administered in a 
racist way at NHb centres to brown 
and black women without their koow- 
ledge. And Amrit Wilson writes in tbc 
29 May 1981 New Sraresmefl issue: “As 
early as 1966 British Medical Associa¬ 
tion was campaigning for screening 
and tffclusicn of iounigruits on health 

E ds...Aslan woman ware iul> 
c» vaginal awminacien not Jum 
*g aOMdal broka in 19;9 but Na 


10 years before chat...|litfa is also a 
paranoid fear of Asian tuberculosi- 
s...all incoffling depeadaats are given a 
chest X-ray..evidence is sought which 
might suggest they have a disease.* 
She quotes a doctor who described the 
subjective judgement used, since mic¬ 
robiological tests could take eight 


weeks to give results; "Because TB is 
relatively common in the Indian sub- 
coMiaent. doctors tend to ascribe any 
respiratory trouble in a young Asian to 
TB. $0 really, decisions made on a 
subjective basis are causing depoita- 
i»n." 

Vima! Balasubnhinnnyaoi 


AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE 


What is Indian Airlines 
trying to hide? 


New Delhi: A macabre accident on the 
Palam airstrip on 30 January, when 
senior Indian Airlines engineer Mr B 
R. Vijh was sucked in bv the left side 
engine of a Boeing 73f. is likely to 
bring about a major change in safety 
reguTarions for ground engineers, once 
the investigation of the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCAi and 
the departmental inquiry of Indian 
Airlines end. The entire concept of the 
danger tone in front of a running 
engine could be re-onented as a result 
of ihe accident to which Mr Vijh 
succumbed three days later. For, Mr 
Vijh was standing outside the 
accepted danger zone when he was 
sucked in by the engine, which tore off 
his lefi hand, chopped ihe fingers off 
his right hand, cut his knee cap. broke 
two ribs, sucked out much of tha hair 
on his head and bruised him all over. 

Mr Vtih was working in an area 
regarded, till his accident, as an 
accepted working area outside the 
dangerous suction zone of the Frati 
and Whitney JTBD jet engine. Mr Vijh 
stood two feet behind the nose of the 
Boeing's left engine, his eyes rivetted 
on a breather pressure gauge which 
helps engineers to check on certain 
internal components of the jet engine. 
According to the engine's manufactur¬ 
ers the danger zone starts only from 
the line of the engine's nose, arcing off 
with a 25 feet radius to the plane's 
fuselage just below the cockpit. The 


question that will be most closely 
examined by the two Inquiries relates 
to the safely on the area bordering the 
danger zone, an area that experienced 
aviation engineers like Mr Vijh work¬ 
ed in day after day on the presumption 
that they were outside the suction, 
zone. 

One possibility is that Mr Vijh'i 
accident was caused by the tragic 
expedience of not buttoning up .nil 
coat that January afternoon. As he 
stood two feet behind the engine’s 
danger zone, facing the other wey» the 
left side of his jacket flapped againii 
his hip because of the impact of the 
engine's suction at 90 per cent of Its 
total, take-off, thrust. Hera was Indian 
Airlines* top Boeing engineer, the man 
whose woro was the last on the need to 
change the alrcreft'i engines, i 
licen^ engineer who had attended 
the manufecturer's training course 
almost ten years ago. the men who 
could teli an engine's snau by listen¬ 
ing to its roar, in his confidence and 
his familiarity with the machine, who 
made a simple error of judgement He 
tried to stop his jacket from flapping 
in the wind without keeping in mind 
that he was so close to the engine's 
suction zone. As the jacket blew in the 
wind and Mr Vijh tried to hold on to it, 
he took a fetal step backwards Im¬ 
mediately. the left side of the open 
jacket bfew into the suction tone. Mr 
Vijh tried to grab it with bis left hand 



Senror i/idrx/r Airlints engineer B. R. Vijh lextreme left) with his fajaiSy. Mr Vijh 
died after a freak eccident of a Boeing /S7 at Paiam on 30 January when he was 
checking it ^ 
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A New Beautiful Name in Textiles 


Heard leiiilcs Uteu lune^ Baiuwara. 

Banswarifor the latcu doifni in tarn, shining 
drna material and auiiinp. 

A Product of Bapswan Fabrica Ltd., Eanswinr JUjaadian. 







which wu iounedUeely polled io hj Mobtt, wei co retire oo 28 Ptbruery. doBjerfoouecomprtMorsteU, when 
(he engine. ^bepc it wts the aenigemenrs there is e blockege in the jet engine’s 

The danger tone in frone of the jet obe — fton with DainieiaiAg the image air Intake. As soon u the two en* 
engine is an abstract area which can* of individual eaecudves. As a corollary gmeeri in the cockpit heard the expio* 
not be seen by the neked eye. In front to this it the fact that in moil public tion the? shut off the engine. Mr vijh 
of the engine the air is absolutely sector corporations the public reU> was pulled doem by an engineer ww 
clear. It is only behind the engine that tkms department scarcdy ever has an bad stood with him near the left en* 
(he blest of the engine's IaOOO lbs advisory role to play. The PR depart- ^ne. The tragic sequence took about 
thrust flares out in scorching beat ment, treated as a aemak is only six-and a-hall seconds. Within two mi- 
waves. The danger lone in front of the meant to carry out orders from above, nutes the injured engineer was moved 
engine, therefore, is ooe that ground In the case of Mr Vijb's death, the into a flight operations van and rushed 
engineers fathom through cautious ex airlines' decision was quite a blunder to Bafdarjang Hospital. He was admlt> 
perienc*. But as Mr Vijh'scase proves, m public relations. led at 3.0S pm. Although he had lost ■ 

even the most experienced enmneers Ono minute be was there beside the lot of blood ne survivea the ni^t of 30 
can make (he fate! slip. It is lik^y that engine, the next eecond he had die- January. The next two days he was in 
after the two inquiries are over Indian appeared, l^ter he was found cooped great agony saying sometimes that he 
Airlines will institute refresher safety in the frame of tbe engine. Why bed be did not want to live anymore. His 
courses for senior engineeri.so that taken that fatal step Mckwards? Wes despair was over the loss of his hands, 
even the most expert of old hands do it because he felt unwell? Mr Vi|b wes Ob 2 February, around 10.45 am he 
not forget to button their jackets, for reported to have said in hospital that succumbed to tbe injuries and tbe 
instance. hit "vision was not clear * Or. was the excessive bleeding. Kis death sur- 

The Boeing 737 involved in the acci- mistake committed because Mr Vijh prised his doctors and his family, for 
dent had flown in to Delhi from Amrir was tired and in no ^ysical shape to around 8 am that morning he had 
sar at 12.4S pm on 30 January, ti was make the precise reflexes (het could rather cheerfully asked for breakfast, 
taken for an engine run up around 2.00 have saveo him from getting into the In fact, he was actually talking light- 
pm to check up a possible oil leak in suction tone? He had spent a hectic 48 Keartedly with his doctors when he 
the right engine. After minor rectllica- hours at Faina, reached home Uie the auddenly collapsed, 
cions had been complete the en- previoua evening and started his day This grotesque iccidant involving an 
gineering team led by Mr Vijh check- on 30 Janu^ fairly early. On the day aviation engineer with 35 yeon’ en- 
ed and cleared the right side engine. A ^ the accident be had locked his perience is not the first such accident 
little after 2.30 pm. Mr Vijh started office at 12.30 pm and had started in tbe history of Jet aircraft repairs, 
checking the left side engine. It was his house when he was called beck to nor for that matter is it the first case of 
run up Co 90 per cent of its total thrust check the Boeing that had conxc in this type in India. Air India had a 
when the accident occurred. It cannot from Amritsar. similar accident some years ago. Pratt 

be ruled out that Hr Vijh may have But luck had oot completely iVn out and Whitney engine manutacturers 
been raising his hands to give the on Mr Vijh. As soon as his left hand have had rapons from airlines of many 
two-thumbs aU-claar signal to the two was caugni In tbe engine there was a such accidents, 
engineers in the cockpit when his loud bang, a big thug, known in avia- Aail Saari 
Ja^et flew into (he suction tone and 
the accident occurred. 

The accident and Mr Vijh*s death 
have also raised an important, con¬ 
troversial issue concerning news con¬ 
trol that Indian Airlines excercisod 
over the information. Ordinary people 
learnt of the accident only through an 
/ndia/T Express news report on 22 
February from Its Delhi ai^rt corres¬ 
pondent, Mr K. R. Wadhwaney. For 
days after Mr Vijh's death, Indian 
Airlines did not inform the public 
about (he accident. As a result of (he 
news clampdown, rumours started, 
most of them against the airlines, 
though in Mr Vijh's case, the airlines 
had a positive story to tell about its 
attention to and consideration for a 
staff member who was injured oo duty. 

Sunday learns that within 15 minutes 
of the accideot, Mr Vijh had been 
taken to Safdarjang Hospital. The In¬ 
dian Airlines’ own docton had iJm 
followed him and two of Mr Vijh’a 
colleagues offered blood for their in- 

I ured mate. Later, che same evening, a 
lusload of colleagues also went to give 
blood for Mr Vijh. But the efforts and 
(he prayers could not save Mr \^jh. 

Mow could such a senior engineer’s 
death in a freak accident be bidden 
from the public? By clamping down on 
information, Indian Airlinea invited 
suspicion and raised doubts when the 
accident and the subsequent death 
were reported In the prM. 

It ia possible thet the airlinH men- 
agtmem decided not to inform the 
public becAuae the aecideni took place 
kiSiWtCW WMiu.Wer* It, ebabnu 


Afo major Indo-Pak war in '82 


Chandlgeib r *1982 is a good year for 
Mrs Indira Gaodhi. engineering, 
housing programmes, etc. would in¬ 
crease. Atomic and space research 
procramnes would get • fillip. There 
would be no scarcity of foodgrains 
and (he p^le would be beppy. The 
ruling Indian leaders will bring more 
honours to the country. No lo^Pak 
wars are likely though there might be 
sUrmiibes in mid-Aprii and aia-May. 
In spite of tbe peaceful condliioea, a 
top leader of (be country will face a 
very criticel tine between mid- 
Se^ember and mid-October. This 
year will be one oi the wor s t for the 
rest of tbe werM. IBere is tlwspoasibil- 
iiy of a world warln which Qum and 


if. 5. Oberoi, (wganiser of the con/erence, spMkxng lo delegates 


tbe USA would be involved. The 
years, 1983 and 1984. wUl be noit 
difficult fv Mrs Gandhi * 

These are some of (he predictions 
mede by panicipancs at the two-day 
All India Astrological Conference 
which cosKluded in Chendigarh on U 
Fdbniary. All those who made the 
predkeiona, intercniAgly, were not 
professional astrologers. There were 
three engmeera, two accountants and 
two doctors among the SO-odd dele¬ 
gates wbo came tor tbe confereoce 
from u far away as Maharashtra. 
Oriasa. Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

SatWi Kumar 
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Issue Price 

of Rs too 


Pay less. 9 et won You don't come sooss that kind d bargain often. But Mrtth 
Corporation ^nk'i \hshai Cash CerUttcates, you can trtpte your money in ten 
years. Or douNe it ir^ iMn 

A Vishal Cash Certficate costtm just Rs 37.20 be worth Rs 100 tert years 
from now. One cosQrtg Rs. 50.(S, worth Rs 100 seven yean later. There are a 
variety of permutations and combinations designed to suit your convenience. 

(or tiiose household Hems you ‘want to buy someday*. Like a IV, refri* 
geraior, mide, cooking range, music ^rstem. Or a piece oi jewellery. 


Period 


Rs 74.38 
Rse7.38 
Rsai.OO 
R0 58.2$ 
Rs 80.05 
Rs 48.35 
Rs 41.10 
Rs 37.20 


35 months 
41 months 

10 months 
72 months 
M months 
56 months 
106 months 
120 months 


Corporation Bank 

[ Where yeur dreems oome true 
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WEST BENGAL 


CPI(M) expels leader for 
leaking secrets to police 


Calcutta: Sunday 7 March 1982 was 
not a holiday for Wast Bengal’s CPKM) 
leaders. With (he Aasecn^y elections 
round the corner, the party was busy 
forming strategies. A purge was soon 
to follow to rid the party of people who 
were considered obstacles to an alec* 
cion victory. Ac a hurriedly convened 
closed door. dayOong meeting of the 
state committee of the CPlW), the 
secretariat members decided to expel 
Mr Shibpoda Sengupta (Si), a senior 
secretariat member The expulsion 
was only a follow-up action on the 
suspension of Mr Scngupca in early 
December 1981 when the party's high 
command found him guilty of i breach 
of party discipline: Mr Sengupta bad 


been hobnobbing with the party’s 
enemy for a long rime. 

Mr Sengupta's expulsion remained a 
closely narded secret even within the 
pony. ID fact, Mr Sengupta came to 
itQow of it frotD'CanashaJrti. the par» 
organ and evenfog*daiiy. When Mr 
Sanj MukhWjee, a senior member of 
rhe state committee, was asked to 
elaborate on the expulsion decision, 
he merely said: “The panv expelled 
Bdr Sengupta on charges of breach of 
party discipline. I can’t tell you why 
ihe ^rty took such a decision. But cbts 
I can teu you chat Mr Sengupta had 
leaked out many of our party's secrets 
to our’enemy.* 

SuMDAV met Mr Sengupta at bis 


' Bhactanagar residence in Howrah dis* 
trict near Calcutta. Said he about the 
pany’s decision: “It is very unconstitu* 
lional to expel a secretariat member 
without letting him know anything 
about the decision. I didn't get any 
.letter from the party high command 
expelling me from the party, nor did 
the party serve me any prior notice 
asking me to explain why disciplinary 
action should not be taken against me. 
On the other hand, my comrades have 
violated the party’s constitution in 
every way.” On 5 December 1981, Mr 
Sengupta had received a letter from 
Mr Naresh Dasgupta, secretary of tho 
Howrah district CPI<Ml committee, 
informing him of the suspension which 
the state committee members had de* 
cided in a meeting on 3 and 4 Decern* 
ber 1981. “Since then,” continued Mr 
Sengupta, ‘nothing in writing has 
come to me from the party." 

”1 know definitely that my leaders' 
won't be able to frame any written 
charges against me. The move is no* 
thing but a conspiracy against me by 
some local CPKM) feeders who must 


Raghu Rai's landscapes 


New Delhi: Among Indian photo* 
graphcrs, Raghu Rai is unique for 
mixing the newsy xndthe topical with 
the aesthetic. His rise to eminence 
pirticularly as a news phctographet 
who is peranially concerned with ris¬ 
ing above ihe mediocrity of routine, is 
born out of his ability to give a depth 
of vision to the lopical. A politiceJ 
event is imbuiKl wicn shades of phot» 
graphic meaning that transcend mere 
reportage. Then again, Raghu Rai'a 
feature sequences vibraie with a 
sense of immediacy, a stark sense of 
the unavoidable that suggests that 
ihis is not simply a dateless phoiofea- 
ture but almost the creation of newa 
in (he visual dimension. Look, say his 
best photographs, this is not rhe way 

S i saw things before you came here. 

e first sensaiional effect of Raghu 
Rai's best pictures hits one like the 
impact of an invention. Little puddles 
of weter knotting the trees in a van 
stretch of sand, lor irutance. Or, Ui • 
striking contrast, the mesaive face of 
a truck driver's cabin jutting out like 
a wall from the left comer or another 
scene, e countryside scene, where the 
dusty contours of a curved road gUs* 
ten UI a new light against the wk 
bulk of the driver's cabin. Light and 
shade, as Raghu Rai reminds viewers 
again and again and more vociferous* 
ly than any other Indian i^oto^ 
grapher, is what photography ia all 
about 

In his new exhibition of picturas, 
which opened ia March at tbe Art 
Heritage Gallery, New Delhi, fUghm 
Rai breaks, by bis standards, a fairly 
long spell of silence. For. nonDoUy bo. 
comes forth in a prolific effusion with 
new visions, cmnblnatloM and par* 
mutations oi the world In which we 
live. In the past, people have often 
bean for lUgnu Rm the euiAtedaence 
of (be photomapko^ tnuk. Bui la Ul 
twH* tnubtROD nd gfvae Bmetlf local* 








A Roghv fUi Isadst^pt. Trees in the flood 


ly to nature, blending his compost* 
turns to the fleeting reoaients or (he 
throbbing earth. The few human 
beings who figure fh the pictures 
serge as one mwe detail in the 
lanoacape. 

There are scenes of fields during g 
flood which look like fragile, sugges- 
live etches froos a Japanese wash* 
print: a scrangdy exciting contrast to 


thaw a small naU in tbe comer of e 
phoeograpb doainiied by a huge 
bould o f a nosiiioa and ah an^e 
which the photographer nuai have 
dloeovared osily oy irekkiog axten 
civaly aaoog tlw nana. Thao, there is 
Rol’e lij, wry humour in ihoociog the 
OACMui ruD of • small herd of cows 
acktiot^ by iho koUeoptar from 
whki tha pmo i og a ph was takea. Or. 
toha Iha pif«ure of a nail aoctioe of a 


railway line in tbe Rajasthan wilder* 
ness which stands out like an undefin* 
able line running from left to nghc on 
the photograph^ surface: a picture 
that makes you sit up for the sheer 
simplicity of its conceptual brilliance. 

Each connoisseur can have his own 
favourites in this exhibition of Raghu 
Rai's latest work but, oMectively 
speaking, it would be difficult to 
ignore any of these photographs. This 
1 $ perhaps one of the noit composite 
collections In Raghu Rai's entire 
career. What makes it even more 
incredible is that nearly OAa-tbird M 
the photographs were shot within an 
hour as he flew over last August's 
floods in Rajasthan. No less incredi* 
blc is Raghu Rai's exquisite printing, 
ft is difficult to believe that none M 
(be photogriphi has been touched up 
but (hat is wDere Raghu'Ra* scores as 
a (achnician. 

Aall Soorf 



have persuaded senior par^ leaders lo 
expel me," said the now>disgra€ed Mr 
Sengupta. Recalling his long associa* 
cion with the Communist partyi an 
agsrieved Mr Seagupia said, 
"wnether you believe it or not, I 
Joined the Communist party when 1 
was only Id, at Chittagong (now in 
Bani^adesh). In t9S9, I resigned my 
job in the Eastern Railway only to 
cvork for the party (Mr Sengupta was 
working in the Moghulsarai oimion of 
the Eastern Railwav from 19S5 to 
19$9). I was inducted as a member of 
the CFl(M) state committee. Since 
then, 1 have held a number of presti* 

B ous party positions: chairman of the 
owrah giSfa perished, • secretariat 
member of the Howrah district CPI<M) 
committee and so on." His school* 
teacher wife. Mrs Dali Sengupta, who 
wu with us during the conversation, 
said: "This is the reward he gats for his 
lou association with the CPI(M))* 
tne reason for Mr Sengupta's es* 
pulsion has eeneraied ruoiours not 
only among nis own comrades but 
among the people too. Said Mr Kami 
Ranjan Sengupta, one of the secretar* 
iat members or the local party unit at 
Liluah in Howrah district, "The charge 
of anci'P^ty activities against Mr Sen* 
gupta is not baseless, tn fact, be¬ 
tween 1972 end 1974, Mr Sengupta 
leaked the party’s pfans to the ' 


i 







SS^TTSubsidiary 
Bureau) at Calcutta." Said aobcber 
CPI(M) leader from Howreh, who 
wished to remain unnamed. **We have 
def iniu.iaformatioD that Mr Sengupta 
WS4 put on the peyroll of the Intelli* 

S snce Bureau on S December 1972. 

iace then be has been divulging In- 
fonnation reaarding the party to the 
police.” Intelligence bureau officials 
at Calcutta declined to say anything 
about Mr Sengupta being on their 
payroll. 

Mr Sengupta. however, meinuins 
his innocence. He said: "1 have never 
been on the peyroll of the StE, nor did 
1 pass on any information regarding 


Banm 


PARLIAMENT 


'Hold elections 
to save Delhi' 


New Delhi: It was 12.20* pm in the 
Rajya Sabha. The union health minis* 
fer had ]u;(C sat down after reading out 
his statement supporting the AU India 
Medical Institute surgeons who were 
going to resign* Suddenly a sturdy 
young man in the visitors* gallery not 
up and shouted; “Delbi hacheo, cnu- 
nao kitrdo (Save Delhi, hold elec¬ 
tions}." And very soon, several other 
young men scattered throughout the 
visitors' gallery began lo shout Che 
same slogan. One one they threw 
down pink leaflets at the befuddled 
parliamentarians. One of the enthu¬ 
siastic men almost toppled over a 
slogan-shouting young Sikh, 
Simultaneously, in the Lok Sabha, 
next door, the same thing was happen¬ 
ing. though on a much smaller scale, lo 
the Rajya Sabha, the watch and ward 
people had to struggle almost violently 
with the resisting 14 young men. In the 
Lok Sabha, there were only six of 
them. The youth wing of the Bharatiye 

i snata Party, the Bharatiya Janata 
'uva Morcha which also held a small 
demonstration outside Parliament 
House at the same time, accepted 
responsibility for disrupting the ses¬ 
sions. The intruding 14 were later 
sentenced to a week's imprisonment in 
Tihar jail for contempt of Parliament. 

But what happeneo in both Houses, 
parricuiRrly in the Rajya Sabha, was 
ilb .. 


sheer pandemonium. As soon as the 
pvliamenianans had gathered iheir 
wits about them, a shouting match 
beun. There was the duo of Usha 
M^otra and Monica Dess (both from 
.Che Congress-ll who stood up for full 
IS miautes repeating, "This is a se¬ 
rious matter... This is a serious matter 
... What is happening ... What is hap¬ 
pening?" 


Meanwhile, attempting to orches¬ 
trate this cacophony of sounds—must 
hole and i 


of (hem inaudible and many of (hem 
expunged from the proceedius of Par¬ 
liament—were a mournfurjooking 
piloo Mody (Janata Pa^> at one end 
and a wildly gesticulating and drama¬ 
tic Kalpnaih Rai, deputy minister for 
pariiamentary affairs, at the other. 
Wandering about the House, looking 
quite forlorn and Jost^was Mr A. G. 
Kulkami who kept repeating the fact 
that he had never seen anything like 
(hia before. 


While Mr Kalpnath Rat appeared to 
be encouraging his par^ roerabers to 
speak up, and to maintain (be creecen- 
oo of protest and anger^bougb at one 
stage he did ask some of his pertymen 
to sit down-*—Mr Piloo Mody ihMted 
•cross to Ushe MeUsotra end Monke 
Dass; "Shut up. don't you realise that 
you are not supposed to take cogni¬ 
sance of the gallery?" 


tn die Lbk Sabha it was even noisier. 
The entire oppoitiion. excluding the 
DMK staged a walk-out to protest 
against the government for not con¬ 
sulting them about the punishments 
iwar^d to the ooisy youth, which 
some reemben had found too stiff. At 


one point the speaker, Mr Bal Ram 


ibpada Saagupra; ’Expulsioe by the 
C?l(hi) is e eoA^iracy sg etair me* 

Intenigenca^ 


Jhakar asked tha members to scop 
abusing each other "for God’s sake.” 

In the upper House, the atmosphere 
was charged even further. J. P. Mathur 
(BJP) said that nothing was happpen- 
ing within the House comparea to 
ithat was happening to democracy 
Miside it. Prom the treasury benches, 
Mr P. N. Sukul and Mr N. k. Pendey 
also criticised Mr Mathur. 


Mr J. K. Jain (Congress-I) alleged 
that Mr Mathur was Mhind the con- 
splrecy and that he should be expelled 
from the House. Things only calmed 
down a bit when Mr mnab Mukher- 
jee took the Door and asked the MPs, 
who had perhaps "inidvertenily" 
signed the passes, to* volunteer their 
names. The finance minister said chat 
it was not |ust "a question of the party 
but of the dignity of the House. Today, 
it is leaflets, tomorrow it could be 
bones, stones, all sorts of things. We 
are accused of being authoritarian and 
of eroding the process of democracy, 
yet those people have dona worse 


Mr Mukherjee then reiterated what 
Mr B. N. Btnerjee (Nominated)—and 
former secretery of the Rajya Sebho— 
had said about the need .to investigate 
how the passes had been given and 
that necessary action should be taken 
against the concerned MPs. Mr Baner- 
jee stressed the feet *thet members 
should be more careful and responsi¬ 
ble while signing passes and the action 
taken should be "deterrent.” 

While the treasury benches and rul¬ 
ing pertymen showed anger, some of 
the opposition members, (although 
many maintained that (he subject of 
the leaflets was all right and that the 

Id b 


Delhi elections should be held soon) 
appeared particularly preturbed. Mr 
Jaswant Smgh (BJP) wno was sitting 
beside Mr J. P. Mathur said that 
members should not "reduce their 
behaviour to the level of what hai 
pened in the visitors' gallery ...” 

G.' Kulkami said that he had 


." MrT 


never 


seen such "hooliganism” before. 
"Democracy is not only destroyed by 
the ruling parry but by the opposition 
as well." 


Alter the official motion to censure 
the 14 young men. two BJP members. 
Dr Mahavir and Mr Kalraj Mishra, said 
that they had no idea tnat the men. 
whose passes some of them had signed, 
would create a scene in the House. 
During the last session ot Parliament, 
a few political observers had express¬ 
ed the view that Parliament had be¬ 
come Ineffective. Thai it was a govern¬ 
ment by ordinance, lod (hat the 
opposition would take its fight to the 


Streets. 

In this session, on 19 Merch to be 
precise tha streets went to Perliament 
instead of (he other way round. 
Madlw Jiln 


New film centre in 
Calcutta I I 

The National Film Dev^lopmaaf Cor 
poracion (NPDC) will $oon open a film 
centre in Calcutta to cater lo tbe 
long'felt need for ^he screening of 16 
mm television and feature films. All 
the major equipment needed have 
t>eei> imported and set up at the 
NFDC's new studio floor at Behata. 
''This centre will help young aspiring 
low budget film makers and will be a 
big boost III the industry In the entire 
eastern region,” said a spokesman of 
thu information and cultural depart* 
meni of the West Bengal government. 

Biogas revolution r _„ i 

The national project on bioges usaae 
has finalised plans to insial 76,000 
biogas plants during 1982*83, The 
(argot fni bioeas plants dunng 1981*62 
was JSiOOO these plants are mainly 
meani for obtaining eleccrkiry and 
sludge manure in ruroJ areas. Of the 
76»000 plants, 14,000 will be set up in 
Uiiur Pradesh. 8,000 each in Karnata* 
ka and Maharashtra, 6.000 each in 
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar and 2,000 
each in KeraU and West ^ngal. The 
ministry of agriculture has urged state 
and district-level committees to get in 
touch with banks for finance. The 
Agricultural Finance Corporation and 
the Agricultural Refinance and De* 
veJopmeiit Corporation will also help 
out financially. 

Colour films to be made 

in India L-j: - tti 

Colour films will soon roll out of the 
plants of Hindustan Photo Films, Ooty, 
fur the first itmc in the country. The 
now expansion scheme to produce col* 
uur films will cost R$ 100 crores. 
Production will start after the col* 
laboration agreement is hnaJtsed. 

Goodies for going 
to snhnni i -1 

Since the Theosophical Order of Ser* 
vice in India (social service wing of the 
Theosuphical Society) introduced free 
distribution of milk and vitamin tab¬ 
lets to the pour children of Kuria 
village, West Champaran district, 
Bihar, the enrolment in Che siate*rucs 
primary school has gone up by 100 per 
cent. The branches of the TOS in 
France and Australia have donated 
the biscuits, milk and vitamin tableta 
be In g d istnbu ted. Following the initia* 
live taken by the TOS. many organiaa* 
(tons like t 
have come forward to help (be Kuiia 
development programme. The Trans¬ 
port CorporatioB of India iranspom 
the donated articles from the port$ to 
the village free. Currentlv • aurvay is 
on for constructing a link r^ from 
Kuria to the district hcadquartan. A 
village of about 2000 poor pMple once 
naglected, ia now ihrobbi^ with life 
and hope. 



Selling theatre 


AlyquePadamsee's Theatre Group re¬ 
cently staged Oeeth of a Seiesman In 
Calcutta to po^ar acclaim. It has 
been a long rooc for the actor-director 
who took his first bow tn 1951 after 
directii^ Ernest Hemingway's TheXt/* 
/ers. Since then he has continually 
experimented with different forms ce 
drama, conducting workshops for 





Alyqve Pedainsee as Willy Loman ib 
D eeth of a Salesman _ 

actors end playwrights and helping 
raise drama to a ftopular art form in 
the country. Tbe Tneatre Group of 
which Aly^iue is no# chairman, was 
founded his brother Sultan. Over 
the year's Alyque Padamsee has 
directed Girisb aamad's Tughlek, the 
Hindi translation of Peter Weiss' 
Marae/^de called Page! Xhana. Ten- 
nesse Williams' Screercar nmm^ 
sift, Anhur Millar’s Dtttb of a Safes* 
man, musicals like /esus Christ Super- 
star, Man of La Mancha and Pratap 


ness, which was invited to the C^- 
noQwealth Art Festival in 1965. He 
also direaed a visoal enactment of 
Gurucharan Das* Mira which was a 
mivture of live music, visuals and 
acting. Among the memorable roles be 
has played are those of Satan in Book 
of Job Willy Looan in Deeth of a 
Saletmta, and King Berenger in Iones¬ 
co*! Exfr the King 


Mobile clinics for slumsa 

Indian Oiygen Limited <IOL) has de¬ 
cided to launch free mobile clinics 
under the firm's community service 
project. The specially designed mobile 
clinics vrill visit slum areas in Calcutta 
and its suburbs. Said Mr Russi Mody, 
ebainnan of lOL and the brain behind 
the project, "It is not'always possible 
for the state and central governments 
to provide adequate facilities to the 
poor. So, rich industrial houses should 
come forward to help the poor and 
spend at least one per cent of their 
gross profit for social work." 

Solar power for Medak 
village i 

An experimental solar photovoltaic, 
plant has been set up in SilojipaUy, a 
backward village In Medak, Andhra 
Pradesh. This plant now supplies pow¬ 
er (o (he community television set end 
IS the forerunner of a solar thermal 
power plant. The two together wfll 

E nerate about 95 kwh of electricity. 

lojipally will use 62 kwh for domes¬ 
tic li^t^g, cottage industries, com* 
munity facilities, drinking water supp* 
ly and street lighting and will divert 
the rest for agricultural purposes. This 
project, sponsored by the commission 
on additional sources of energy and 
being implemented by Bharat Heavy 
Electricals and Central Electronics Li¬ 
mited, is estimated t» cost Rs 1.7 
crores. The basic objective of the pro¬ 
ject is to design, floricate end instai 
solar power systems cepable of meet¬ 
ing the basic enargy needs of selected 
commuoiiiei. especially for irrigation. 

New rice varieties I ■ l 

The Punjab Agricultural UniveniT> 
has relaased two new varieties of rice 
both of which here been approved by 
Che state variety approval committee. 
Tbe first variety. PR4UI is a semi- 
dwarf variety which has long slender 
grains. The other variety, FR-106, 
yields more (ban PR-4141 Injt is not as 
resistant to bacterial blight. PR-106 
matures in 140 days and yields an 
estimated 24 quintals an acre. 

Treasure’ under 
Ladakh lake i j 

Scientists at the Jammu Regional Re¬ 
search Laboratory have discovered 
that the Tsoktr lake in Ladakh is a 
veritable mine of Important chemical 
salts worth over Rs 500 crores. The 


situeted about 4,600 metres above sea 
level are estimated at 1.4 million ton* 
nes. The brine is rich In sodium, potas- 
siufflbnd magnesium. The salt bed also 
contains high-density brine. According 
to the reseerch paper,' submitrad at a 
symposium, commercial exploitation 
IS possible since separation of diffe¬ 
rent salts by, the •evaporation method 
has proved duccessful, 
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warm water. Add hoi water up to top and eirr. Mtlk tt 
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THE WORLD 


CIA’s dirty tricks 
in Central America 


Peking 
to release 


UK getting 


TTTTrr 



Nationalists racist 


Antt gO¥«ntmtffit demonurtwr'* in t! 


The Resign edministre* 
(ion’f mA»sive pubhciiy catn* 
paijifl CO juirify its continumit 
support of Che ruling miSiiery 
^unte in E2 Salvedor und co 
impikece rhe iefcisc Nicere- 
|uin regime with eidmi emi* 
government forces in fvl 5it* 
vedor. has only revealed its 
own cJumsy efforts co manu' 
Ucture evidence The CIA 
had alleged chat the Nicere' 
guan government wes build* 
jngup III defence forces far in 
excels uf its requirements 
end cited the expansion of 


airport runways to accummu* 
date MiCt 21s as evidence. It 
was later discovered chat the 
runways had been extended 
on ihe advice of US consul* 
tanu in 197S 

More embarrassing still was 
the statement before a Con* 
gross committee of Orlando 


Jose TirdeneiUas Espinota. 
19, supposedly a Nicaraguan 
guerrilla trained in Ethsopui 
and Cuba, who had been ieed* 
ing raids in El Salvador. He 
said he hed not been trained 
anywhere, and had been tor* 
cured into making the stale* 
menc by El Selvecoc govern* 
ment forces, who Rad 
threatened lo kill him. 
Another supposed Nicara* 

K an guemlla turned out to 
a studeni in transit be* 
tween his Nicaraguan home 
end his Mexican university 
when he was captured in el 
Salvador 

The Washington Posi has 
alsu revealed chat President 
Reagan had authorised a i 
I9*in2llran CIA operation to 
recruit SOO Latin American 
guerrillas to destabilise the 
Nicaraguan government. 


The Chinese government 
plans to release nearly 4.000 
pfisoners mainly minor par¬ 
ty officials and army officers 
Of the Kuotnintang—in a bid 
to promote unity with the 
Nationalist government in 
Taiwan and "the early return 
of Taiwan to the motherland ” 
The released prisoners will be 
allowed to settle in the Peo* 
pie's Republic or. if they wi 
wish, given air tickets to 
Taman, the public security 
minister, Mr Zhao Canabi, 
antsouAced in Peking recent 
ly. The Chinese government 
had released 300 national ists 
in I97S. a move which caused 

f reac eAbamtsmeni to the 
eipei regime who. fearing 
the prisoners had been 'indoc* 
trinaied' during their lung 
stay in Chinese jaili. refused 
to give them visas. The Pek* 
mg governaeni has been 
making great efforts towards 
the reuftilicaiioA of Taiwan 
with China by proposing a 
dialogue 


Racism in Ariiain js geitins 
sirengi hene d • necen 1 1 y. 

an 18 yea mid. 8riush*burn 
West Indian boy. who had 
been found guilty of stealing 
a television set and two radios 
from a shop in Croydon, was 
ordered to leave the country 
for five years by the Judge 
hearing his can). The judge 

i ave inis sentence when he 
eard thai the boy and hii 
mother were planning to visit 

i smaka later this year. The 
ationai Council for Civil 
Liberties in Britain, has 
pointed out ih«l (he judge 
had no authority lo order de* 
portaiion and this is a case of 
“repatriatjon by the back 
door." In another question* 
able muve, Scotland Yard ra* 


able move. Scotland Yard re* 
leased crime figures accord* 
ing to ethnic criteria. The fi* 
gures purport to show that SS 
per cent of the robberies in 
London are, according to the 
descriptions of rhe victim^ 
commuted by coloured poo* 
pie 




Briefly 


Egyrpt faces big 
budget deficit 


Elvis museum 


Hard 


working 

Japanese 


Family 
planning 
in China 


In an effort to dispell west* 
ern criticism of the Japanese 
work ethic which, westerners 
claim, gives Japanese Indus* 
try an unfair egde. the Tokyo 
government carried out a sur¬ 
vey of the Mitsubishi corpora* 
lion, Japan's largest trading 
company. The survey, unftv* 
-tunatelvi confirmed western 
fears. According to the sur*' 

vejr, 60 pei ce/u of^hose sur* 
nyt4, left worti e full two 
hours after the formal closing 
time of five pm. Only five per 
cent cook their full quota of 
two weeks' leave. Nearly 49 
per cent took between one 
and live deys leeve in a year, 
40 per cent took beeween aU 
M ten daye and two per cant 
teek na Mve At all* 


Chinese couples living in 
cities will henceforth be 
aJlevred to have only one child 
under regulations which cam# 
into force recently. This rule 
will be stringently applied to 
govantment servants In par* 
ticuiar. The only exceptions 
will be parents who uve a 
handicapped child. Couples 
in rural areas (where BO per 

cent of Chine's populauoa 
lives) vrill, in certalo cases be 
allowed to have two children. 


President Mubarak his 
warned his fellow Egyptians 
of tough economic times 
ahead, agypt's population cd 
44 million has beeh recording 
a rise of 1.3 million annually. 
The country's budget deficit 
is S 3 billion this year, as 
comMred to $ 1.2 billion in 
198041 Revenue from lour* 
urn fell by almost 25 per cent 
aker the Sadat assassination, 
l^ere has also been a sharp 
decline in revenue from ou 


production and the Sues can* 
al. Remittances from abroad 
have also gone down. 


Narcotics from 
South Korea 



Blyjs fanr tfucueing outride 
Craceiands 


The populaUoQ coocnl prog* 
rame was introduced in the 
early Sevantlae in China, but 
was tnlorcad mainly at local 
lavala. This is the first 
attempt at the aadoaal level 
la Ctune. 33 ptopleero bon 
ead tl die, per afaure. 


Suwih Kotee has become 
the newest stasii^ post in the 
flow of tiieg oi opium from the 

S lden triangle in south east 
it to Noiu America and 
Europe. According to a UN 
acooamk survey, illegal ax* 

K i of heroin and opium 
t Atveloplaf countries in 
Asia may be worth ever 11.6 
bUtioB a year. 


The Ute Clvi» Presley's 
home, Gracclands. will be 
converted into a museum for 
tourists. This was announced 
by the city council ai Mem* 
phis, Tennessee, where the 
late singer’s home is situated. 
The council approved 
velopment plans submitted 
by me trustees of Presley's 
estate. 












A ctor RgjnikMDt is the 
pnv^ fatber of e tSau 
ler. nevlv bon has 
been named UnuJocUri t 
ttt R»v»na*s wife. 


Y oung Kumar is 
following the footsteps 
of the iJlusinous older film* 
surest hose who moved 
around with a bevy of 
women on their trail, Kumnr 
Sahaab has been involved in 
at least three games of love 
since he first appeared in 
LovgSiory. First it was with 
Vijayv(4i. then with Foonam 
DniUon. Now its with Aatr 
Agnihotii, his co-star in e 
new film. So badly are both 
smitten by the love bug that 
they are often seen in each 
other's company for hours 
at a streich. Did I say seen? 
Sony, they stick to each 
other behind closed doors. 
FoorVijayeta! The Love 
Srprygirl was under the 
impression that Kumarji 
was made for her only. 


I ^be Kinera Cultural Asso* 
X cianoa ai Hyderabad 
has inscinited an award in 
memory of Sevtriiri. The 
first atrard goes to 
Va/iishne, who will be pre* 
senied wtih it on 29 March 
ai a function organised at 
Hyderabad. A. iVageswara 
Rao and Jaytsudha are 
slated to be the chief guests. 

r . Rajindtr, who his had 
a successful hand ai 
direction, music, screenplay 
and dialogs writing, re* 
cent] y sang a song and 
pkturised himself. His list 
of successes seems to be 

E rowing. One wonden what 
ewiU Mupio neat. 

^hyagarajse, who ecied 
A inthe hit film AM/gaf 
Oyarjtba/ai has gone and 
insured his eyes Tor no less* 
than rupees five lakhs. His 
beautiful assets have now 
become very valuable. 

A ccording to estitnates. 

five lakh p^ple 
attended the Sitara award 
function. One reason was 
that there was tw eni ry fee. 
The best actor award was 
bagged by none other than 

KamaJahasan, while 

Jayasudba got the best ac* 
trees award. The best hero 
award went to Krishna, 
while Jayapradha was de* 
dared the best heroine. 
Bharanraja got the award 
for the best director and 
fffayaraji the best music 
dirtaor award. 

T^amalahasan is going 
XV places. 1 mean, other 
(hat making it to the top in 
the industry be recently 
flew ewav to the USA or 
some suen phoren land. Be¬ 
fore going, however, he 

E sveIkis producers near 
eart attacks. He checked 
into a hospital and stayed 
there for a couple of days 
while his producers enra to 
find our what war physically 
wrong with the star. When 
they nnally traced him. 
Kamalehasan told them 
nonchalantly: * Nothing*! 
the na|ter with me. 1 Just 
had my annual healt h 
checkup." $0 that’s how the 
superstar keeps himself fit. 
does be* 


Kari; rhe Kumar's choice 

B rand new mother Heme 
Malini cannot stay away 
from her little child for 
long. Perfectly natural. But 
her love for the child is 
causing heartaches for her 
film producers because very 
often she just does not 
appear for shoot log. Other 
stars who are acting with 
her have also been irked by 
this behaviour of hers, esp« 
dally those workiru with 
her in Cafiyoo Ka Badabah. 
Among (he stars are Sm/ra 
Panl, Mithuis Chakravany 
and Raj Kumar. 


Rajfttktttv prcitd Uihcr 

L ooks like acircsv H^dhi 
ka IS nut satisfied wiih 
the ovat ion she h a s rei oiv ed 
from the south Indian film 
industry. The aci ress has 
starred in Tamil, Telugu. 
Kannada as well as in 
MaJayalam films and yor is 
now keen un working in 
Sinhalese films. She hns 
already started dropping 
hints. The ball i> now m the 
court of (he Sinhalese direc* 
tors. One wonders if the 
directors will take long to 
use the lalenied '*(ar. 

Keffa/shase/i fit' 


L ook who's playing god* 
father now? It has to be 
someone from tbe Kapoor 
clan, and this time it's 
Shashi Kapoor. Filmcity 
tongues are wagging with 
the choicest morsel of gos¬ 
sip they have had in years: 
Shashi has been badgering 
producers to cast Saphya 
Pathak in (heir films. 
According to her, she is 
very, very talented 
Strangely, none of tbe pro¬ 
ducers have obliged him 
yet. But Ms Paibak is not 
unemployed. She is trying 
to keep herself busy with 
the (Banjamin) Gilani- 
f Nasee/uddfn; Shah theatre 
compeny. 


Hcma. loving mom 

P orveen fiahris the smar 
test aettess in Bombay. 
According to insiders, she 
has many, many tricks up 
her sleeves to trap those 
producers against her. A 
number of people in the 
industry remember the lime 
when Pi'akash Mehra and 
Menxnohan Uesai put their 
feet down and virtually ban¬ 
ned her from acting in their 
films. That embargo didn't 
worry Parveen one bit. She 
telephoned (he two, apoio 

S iseo for whatever she had 
une charmed her way 
into thpir films. Now. she 
has worked out a new 
strategy: she sends litrle 
teve notes on perfumed, 
spec I ally printed paper to 
anyone who is someone in 
filmland. Parveen believes 
that 111 ihv hmg run her 
lililvii'irf swill n^voff 


O ur ragstO'tinsel hero 
Mirhun Chakra verty is 
fast becoming a mercenary. 
He has been accepting roles 
only for monn. Recently 
when one of the new ware 

film producer met him to 
dsk if he would act in his 
film, the first ouestion 
MiihuD asked him was how 
much he was going to pay 
him. When the prwucer 
said he could nof afford to 
pay the actor s fat fee. 
Mithun refused to act for 
him. 
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By AMRITLAL 


Beginning 28 March 


_ MKt (1» A|rii-i« Mn) mt 
Vw domutc fipnt irti 

muct> d yovr twrt%. Do oo( 
'^^aworry unddy If you cannot 
davoia tima to wont. No damaga wd be 
dona TTiia wiH turn out to be a vary Duty 
weak for you. Pnandt artf retaifvea writ 
banant you. A very lucky waaK lor romance 
and matftmonkal affairs. Manera of i^a haan 
wlH make steady prograaa. However, daaiti 
of a dfatant fdaU^ or fnand vnii cauaa you 
grief. Watch your haakh. dead Mas: 2a. 30 
and 1 . Lasfey aMiban; $. 6 and 6. Mvaarabta 
diracttoa: Waal 

y TAUflUl (t9 Miy^U JaM» A 
lakly luecassKil weak is m 
Slora for you Tnera wiif ba 
conMaraOia prograsa on iha 
profaaaiorval from. Those In 
businaaa wH ba lucky providad you do not 
mu buenaas wllh pleasure Oo not ba 
dishaananad if your rafaiivan do not turn out 
10 be very cooperative this weak Ba on the 
lookoul lor a newly davalopad friendship. 
Afao. do not shun iha company d woman 
lhay will be halpful Not a ijood time for 
romance Bead dates: 29. 31 and 2 Ledry 
eambars; i . a sno 7 Fsvourablc dfrartae: 


East 


lEO AagM-ld tipiMtter) 

heme «dl conOnue to be 
\vl^ /ya aourca of ^ and happina as 
'^.for you Wa weak. Ewiri wdl 
byZoD^ba' undamtan^ and your 
sooiiaa wiH ba aitram^ aympathatfc. 
Fnanda «■ benatit you lo a vary large 
akiifif. The profeaaiorwil front may not be 
free from prcblama. Your aubordneiee may 
gfva you enough cauaa for worry. Your 
supenora ml. however, ba vary aympalha- 
tfe. A word of wenWig for speculetors and 
gambiars: r«f a good weak tor taking rtska. 
Bead defer 30.31 and 1. Ualy Mibafs; 4. e 
and a. F mmbla dHabat' Southeast. 

R vimO {11 lantabai^u Ode- 
tori A ««ek of n>iited fortune 
ewatt you. Women tMi go or\ 
a ahop^ apraa and eoqura 
dofhee end ornaments For 
dioae A servica. this « not a very lucky 
weak. You may ba enttewad unnacauaniy 
Be on your guard a fnaryd d out to dacaiva 
you. Fmanoiiy. (Na le not a vary good 
weak, ao you are adviaad to chack aimava* 
ganca. Not Iht ngM ama to enter auo 
w i k ovarsiaa Keep a doaa waich on your 
haakh. Bead difas: 29. 30 toid i. ladtr 
todtoara: 1 . 9 and 9. ramami i dlrtcfton: 


Bad. 


QEMIffI (15 Jusa—14 Jeff) 
FinahciaHy, this i$ not a vary 
lucky weak for you. You are 
advised not lo land or bonow 
^ ^i^any money. Nor would ft ba 
wise to stand guarantor kx anybody IN$ 
weak. A fair measure of good fonuna ■■ In 
store for you providad you Miow your 
mtulUon. Do net be ovaroplirTvsbc about 
proftailonai sifairs Businasemen art 
advised not to undartaka Hsl^ vanturaa. 
Curt extravagance this weak. Watch your 
health. Oead dalst; 30. 2 and 9. Ucly 
Aflibtort: 2, 4 and 6 Favauradfa diraedaa: 
Soulh. 

T^waak of brilliant opponuritiae 
/Jf^^^Crhaa ahead of you. Push forth 
( ^>Q fH^gyoijf plans and succasa la 
u3&^^^3yours. Friends wil turn out to 
ba particularly helpful ihia weak. A good 
weak to oonfida in aidars end gat thek 
guidance regarding important matters 
Financially, this is a vary Kicky weak for you: 
youwilbalnaposWonio repay mosi of your 
debts Lawsuits will ba saMad in you favou. 
However, your haann may causa you aoma 
probiamt teed dates' ?9. snd 3 Udqr 
nmton: 3. 6 and 9. Favoaratila dkadlaa: 
North. 


(15 Octotor^H Bavarn- 
bar) Haetth probfema toom 
p=3^p=MtoWy on the hortton. Do not 
^ ^■>4^ y»»l^eva>woik. but taka vnpla real; 

beck and retox. and enioy 
the frudi of you pM efforts. A word of 
ceuflon keep a dose welch on whatever yoie 
do or aay. a talae move wdi eo« you the 
effeodoh end petronage of some of your 
webwishera The domiibc front la Hkeiy to 
ceuee you some probiam s mis week. Oo not 
be impulsrve and you ml have no ceuat tor 
worry. Said ditto: 1.2 and 3. Uebyaentotn: 
2. 3 and a. r iiwfibls dimrtlsw: Normeasi 

and South. 


» 5mPtQ {15 Nmmbto-U Da- 
ssflibw) A very Kicky week tor 
lobes ators. Chances ere thu 
you wfl be emptoyed before 
the turn of 9jp week. Formosa 
A aarvtoe. sevarei opportunidet era comng 
you wey. Make ful uee of them. Tha edvice 
of you aupertore In office is gomg to bartofk 
you. This la not me weak to anar vko 
dispuies with paopla who maner. Faidty 
plenning In ma paat may taka e toi ttm 
weak. Oo not ba urdufy worried. A good 
weak tor ronwica. Bead daias: 29. 31 end 2. 
Ijefcy Ntobsrt: 1 . 5 and 9 Fatoar a bli dirac- 
ttto: Waal 


SAQITTAfllUS {If Dacsiabtf- 
14 Jamisfv) An axoallant week 
^/^%tor you If you art m sarvica. A 
r^Vgv^ promotion is m ihe ofling for 
lUI,Tr^ Vutha ludoar onai among you. 
Othara ere likely to tecewe a spaaai inert- 
'mem. Frterwis and reletivae era going to be 
aertramaly hwplul this weak. Frkanclally. Ihia 
ia a Kicky week: chances ere lhal you mlghl’ 
gain tfvcvih rtoentance. Ajoumey may hafpv 
aofve aoma of you problema. A word oT 
warning: ba praparad lo face tome oppoai- 
bonai home Bead ditos: 3i. i and3. Lecky 
■aatosri: 3, 9 and 9. Fsvoersbti dirtciion* 

i^Ci CAFAfCBRN (15 Jiauiry—14 
^Fabmuy) A ki^ break awaits 
* (^jVy^Mbuainsasmen, ao be ot> ihs 
B lackout for ihosa in service,' 
-^Ygp^ima It e weak of siaedy prog¬ 
ress The demashe front will cominua to ba a 
source o( happiness for you. However, do 
not ba alarmed you face aoma stiff 
oppoasion from you alders. A audOan tum 
of events win causa you soma anxiaty ihia 
weak Oo not ba unduly womad. mattars will 
smooiban om m in and. An old Mend will 
coniaci you Bead duaa: 29.29 and i Unfey 
aambirt: 4, s and 7. Favoeribli diracilaa: 


SouthwaW 


^Av^^AflUAklUf (15 Fibrsiry-.14 
[c^^^:^|larto) An axcetont weak lor 
LagTS^. matlara of tN Nan, courtship 
and n>arriaga. Do rve lose any 
L-^‘t^'wJtima In pursuing rnalnmonim 
corraspondanoa. For ihoaa already marrtod. 
thw wiK be a very busy week for you Fnends 
end relslives wiH keep you engaged with 
waak-and parbaa and picnics. An elderly 
ralativa wil prove vary Nipful this nyaak. A 
good weak to undarleka risky venlurai., 
However, you are advised to guard against 
axtravsganca tNa week. Watch your NaHh 
Qesd dstos: 29, 3i and 3. tssfcy nsmbars: 1, 5 
and s Favoeiebit dltsdles: Northwasl. 


F^ZTnrnFISCO 115 march— 14 A 
^^Vx^^euccesafui waak for you pro 
^QdSp^^vidad you do not waste you 

on quesuor>abia cHea- 
Asuffs. ThoM in authohly will 
tun out to ba rather halplul this waak. 
Woman m particular, wW banefll you. 
Howavar. be wary of female members of 
you family. TNy are iikaly to oppose your 
plana and upset you this weak Success will 
ba yours if you make an earnest affon to 
reach you goal. Howavar, do noi r>eglect 
your Nakh ar>d OMarstrsm yourself. GoaS 
datos: 29. 31 end 2. Ucfcy sembBrs* i, 9 and 
9. Fivaarabto diraettos; North 


Far itoM barn batvam 15 marsh sito 14 Aprtf; You »e strongly 
influanced by your mothar. Most oi you character treita ctotsFy 
resemble those of your mother: Kka her you too tend to be ett emaly 
eenaittve and ere ei timas vary ametlortol. You era not ehstya on IN 
bast of tsrma with your brotNrs. ti Is not aupnsmg K (hart to a nfl 
btfwea n you family and of you brother s. However, try not to 
widih tie breech; It to dkaiy to incu IN dtopteasura of you rmhar to 
such an eABM that n may mwn deprive you of you shore of the 


property. You stars havt an msuiaimg effect on you and your 
snemtoi an aektom able to bnna hamt to vou or vour familv It is not 


anemtoa an aektom able to bnng hamt to you or your family It is not 
auprtoing. H eveniualy, you anemias turn mto your friends 
Lewsuieerto 00 U 1 cam maycroas you Ma more thar^ once, bui 
on every occawon judgamant wHi ba m you favou However, you 
should make a habrt orgomp through av^ documani ihat you sign 
Compenyof etoverand oacertfui paopw miy ba avoidad. tor you are 
■toly to ba hurt by them. 






























BARH: CiriMns of Barh town were sur* 
prised to find country liquorcomini out 
froin water laps on 3 March. Many 
people collected the alcohol In buckets 
while some refrained from usin^ it out 
of fear The aubdivjsional officer of the 
Public Health Enimeerins Department, 
Mr Satyendra Kumar, however disco* 
vered that a tap connected co e tank of 
alcohol in the excise warehouse sucked 
the liquor when the water pumpin^ was 
resumed after a closure. The alcohol 
reservoir was connected directly with 
the water tap for mixing it before sup* 
plying It to liquor shops. The cereless* 

C sss of the staff resulted in the tank 
sing emptied instead of being filled 
with# mixture of alcohol and water— 
Indian Stt»on (Syed Ashral, Patna) 

AKMEDABAD: It was a marriage party 
with a difference, comprisirtg iSO in* 
come tax sleuths dressed as bride- 
poem's relations. The party reached 
Cambay town in Kaira district to re* 
ceive a huge 'dowry' in emeralds, rubies 
and sapbires. Led by the depun direc* 
cor, IrtieUigoncei Mr K. V. M. ni, the 
par» entered the town sometime last 
week, raided 12 premises and made the 
bigpest ever haul of precious stones in 
Gujarat valued at Rs 36 lakh^/ndian 
Express I Suren dor Kaur, Dehra Dun) 

MADRAS: The Ganapathy idol of a 
temple in Annanagar has been placed 
under 'police custody* following a clash 
between two groups of people over the 
construction of e temple for the idol. 
Police said a section of people said to be 
PTC employees had constructed a tem* 
pla for tne idol opposite Che PTC depot 
It Annanagar. Another section objected 
Co it resulting in a minor clash Pending 
settlement cn the dispute police have 
removed the idol to the polkV stetioiL-^ 
tn^’an £xpress<C. Arun, Madras) 

5ANGL1: She paid with her hair for not 

lerving food on time. Ao irate husbeod 
lost his sense end clean shaved bis 
i^e*i hea^ with the help of his parents, 
for not keeping food ready when he 
^lr■nlad It. According to a complaint 
lodged with ihe^ice, the husband, his 
lather and mother tied up 22 year*old 
Shobha's hands and feet, gagged her 
ind then the husband proceeded to cut 
ser tresses—\«wx 5rar (Jayanca K. 
Oeka, Mangaldei) 


BHOPAL: A cat took awiQr a baby from 
the macerntty ward of the government 
hoephal in and deposited it 

beadlaaa to the svirgkal ward, ^posi* 
don members ellrgncl in the Ma^ya 
Pradeah Asaembly yesterday (19 Febru¬ 
ary). The mloiirev <e state for health, Mr 
Ravneth Chourey said the head and 
neck of the child ware missing and the 
bodv was badly mutilated. The child he 
saio, was bora on IS February and died 
in the nlghi because ii was a premature 
birth—Statesman (Nibadita Ghosh. Cal¬ 
cutta) 

• 

PATNA: About 30 MLAs and MLCs of 
Bihar who were staying close to Patna, 
their "place of work.” have shifted their 
resident to pieces as far away as possi' 
bla. PMiuiion problems? Some dreadful 
disease ipreaaing in Patru? No. their 
trivellini allowance has been raised 
from Rs I to Rs 2 a kn. Most of them 
being memb er s cl committees, they can 
coUeci travelling allowance for car jour¬ 
ney twice a month for meetiags of the 
coocenwd eeeumiiees. They nm only 
*self*cartif 7 * that they travelled by 
car—/ndfai Express <S. Nagarajan. 
Calicut) 

CKANDfGARH: Heavy and continuous 
rain in Puajab prompted Congress(l) 
legislitof Mri Jagdev aingh Jassowal to 
suggest in the Vidban Sabha today (S 
March) that the House should pass a 
resolution praying to Cod to stop the 
rain as it was causing widespread dam* 
age to the crops —fnbvne (R. Rajalak* 
sh^, Madras) 

CALCUTTA: About rwo thousand peo¬ 
ple ghma^ the Border Security Force 
company headquarters it Cboudhury 
Hat bi Coochbahar district, bordering 
Bengladeah, yesterday (26 February) 
demaading that tney should be 
"allowed to continue smuggling" across 
the border, according to aSF sources 
here. Keeping leenaMd students in the 
front row, they also dmneoded "immedi- 
ace suipeoslon of the anti*smuggJiAg 
operarion* launched in the area, the 
sources sald—Peccea HertM (Richard 
Rodrigu^ Bangalore) 

BOMBAY: He is no godman. Nor does he 
claim to be one. But be eats fire, pro* 
duces asb (or anything else) from nc^ 
where, and does evarythlne Nie "god- 
men" do to Impress the gulliUe. He is 
Mr B. Prameoand. vka-presidCDt of the 
Kerala Rationalist Asso^tion, who de- 
fflonstraied the "miracles of godmen" 
with the help of his assistents. at a 'Meet 
the Press* pragramme. Answering Ques¬ 
tions, Mr mmenead pooh-pooteo the 
claims of mencriks that snake-bites can 
be cured by seotres—Times of Indie 
(Shaheeo Kasar, Gaya) 

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab Asaembly 
was today adjourned for 20 minutes 
when a piaca of foam used for sound 
proofiBg the buildicyi fell from the ceil¬ 
ing on Hr Belwent slagh, AkaJi Dal (L> 
member and former iuance minister— 
H/nAiftaa IKmea (AruMna Mohaniy. 
Kenpw) 



I have a strong personality and I am 
strong m my ability to achieve the 
goals I have sec myself—Indira 
Gandhi in an interview with Sav/da* 
ij, an Arab publication from 
London 

Five years ago many fedVed Mrs 
Gandhi as Durga. Tdday they saa 
her as (he papier-reache one—Arun 
Shourie in Indiftn Express 

It would be a radical, anti* 
monopoly. anii*landlord and anti* 
imperialist regime—C Rajeshwer 
Rao, CPI general secretary on a 
new left auernative 

U this council (National Develop¬ 
ment Council) liken at all seriously 
by the union government?—jyoti 
Basu at the NDC meeting 

You have not vested in me the 
power of a dictator to order every¬ 
thing—Bil Ram Jakhir in the Lm 
S abha 

(Government measures) had led to 
a fast erosion of currency end char¬ 
acter in India—N. A Patkhlvala 

(1 do not rule out the possibility of 
visiting the United States) to de¬ 
fend the cause of peace in Europe, 
Ihe Mediterranean and Africa— 
Colonel ()adhafi 

We will hand over (power) to a good 
Pakistani and quit.(after the Isle- 
misation of national insiitutloniV- 
Zia-ul Huq 



1 cannot accept MAeD's sacoM 
marriage as It hid neither my cm)* 
sent nor rey approvel—Seira Banu 

If die pe per (Suadsy Observer) 

S 'ves the impression of being anti* 
rs Gandhi, it is only because we 
don't have Girilal In our staff— 
Vinod Mehta, editor of Sunday 
Observer quoted in Eombey 

If one has to choose between read¬ 
ing what Mother Teresa does for 
the poor and the dying, and a ran* 
toting nioolan Devi and her love 
life, nine out of ten readers would 
opt for the gaomteris moll —Khus- 
want Singh in HiAdustan Times 

If we cannot enter the truth of e 
feet, then the fact ceesee co be 
relevant—Chief Juacice Y. V. Chan* 
dxachud 













m^m m 

iU m HI 

mm 


AS B QA 
BASt tAlAB 

B -hIb" 


Hit vOfld MmpMNt • lAAMtf a Sid* i 

• l 



: 1 


m 

4 


;4> la» 
Msf 


Mitft. 


li 


iUSr%^Sa. «-«4 i4 4-«i 

•-4D; 14 HiB. Sf Ih 14 PlH. •■•< 17. 


.-^1 14 HiB, UMtti 14 PlH. PiPi 17. 
11 4 ■ I ^ PM 1m uattfM a mMMm 
M M pMon k an*a. Tia 
vvlim 4f 


.n. 


• 1Ai 


n. .ltP;PlP«P«.B-Oii»Pi4i 
i4»-cr« •-pi;ir.a-«»A. 

Mfapiia THmopM 

11» MM H*i ■* M Md fa MM «n P7. 

. P-PPi m Of 4 0 • 0: a. a ta 
» a-ci K-oii 91. Paf. ai4 m. phu. 


MICHAEL STEAN 


(Bridge 

Tlhi PM troM on* el ■<• ewMi'liita aeidiM m 
M •*« M a fMMwe ekv M 

iMiBl «Me. end eeeeoetv fa i W i 
eeaen PoiMf««iiiMa 


Oceier. 

4 

0 

e 


AS 

f 7 

A K 104 
0*I73 


Kte M 

010 r 
oris 

I 

N 

W E 
$ 

J 4 

A Jtd3 
0 

AK J 107 


0 lOSI 
K»4 
JO I S 
S4 


Mfife M^Mfi #• MM M 


sotnN 

KfT 

fonx 

CAST 



No 

No 

rd 

74 

7d 

MO 

4d 

Hn 

He 

Me 


WM M fa Am el Mn«Ml M MIdM a 
f fwnp ii<e decMfir. Save. Mf up 
fa Oueen, M {M cfiieM paped a* toM 
ao « dub a fa Km onf loMMd «* fa JeeA 
hefM Ml 1*>"1 •wAd ««<*• WM OMaed 
ad»M MdafafedaaMaavipiA nm 
ban fiMe « fia poM a a 0» UP a* fM Ace 
•rtd pap • lecanf rMd. Mm ecaimuniabon 
batMM fedpa'end dvenv Hempar. Maei 
bf m M M flX aue en d a PM? *** 

Alar e pHf Nan ft poPMon «•» 


4 Kf 0 r 

» - 

♦ 0 7 

4 - 

4 7 01 4 0101 

a — w f ^ ~ 

PK10 "ft* OJOS 

4 001 * 4 - 

4 J 

V 01 

♦ - 

4 A 107 

SeufiWelrMmp WManMMftfOwiNole 
duP.obMuilp, dedianend.ffafidedeifraede 
e nde a the Kmg 4 oaMnd, end exla 
•dneaaeiub A aiede. fani Nop SoUh Mde 
47 Md WM m erenfp erdpaM 


TERENCE REESE 


QiA 

lWC$tlOH$ 

1 The orcfWypfl EnghsiHnpn 19 roff^wl 
10 aa John Bull From whoM booh did thp 
clWBCter ooginatf? 

2. Harvealmen may bo found worinng in 
ihe liffda anor a good crop. Who art 
Ihfy? 

3. iCuaa ia the term for wrMhmg tn HM. 
Bill the word haa a aoeciel aign Hi cpncf 
lor Parsis. Why7 

4. Wheff would one And a raghtjar^ 

6. JourT>a]ists may aomebmpa ba rafar* 
rfd to 48 tha prasa-gang but only da> 
rifiva^. fn the tPtfi^onlury, howavar.lhf 
pffaa-gang had a apaoai aigruflcfnca. 
Why? 

6. Lbncei. ihf noted Engilafi medtoal 
loumai was eaiaottoned <r> 1423 Who 
waa ita toundar? 

7. Who era the tounoara of the Baha'i 

faKhi 

6 Braarkar la ona who goes beraark. 
From wharp does the wprB on^nalp? 
9. Tha davwa ua4d mainly by lha 
Omaaa tor arthmabcal ealeuiabona to 
iha abtocua. la it a Chtoaaa invantion? 


10. Who vraa Ihe fnl manufacturer ol 
what to commonly meuhan as a German 
parfump. fhb Eau^to^otogna? 

11. Other than for domg theigs. whil to i 
hand uaad tor? 

12. W\at would you bt doing if you were 
aofoying a Tom and Jerry? 

13 One hears nowadays of T a mmaf>y 
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CPMM) LEADER'S LINKS 
WITH BOMBAY FIRM 


A senior CPI(M) puflumentarian. 
uho is a member of the party's 
pulitbureau und a leading office 
bearer of (tie Cenire of Indian 
Trade Unions iCITUl seems to be 
specialising in putting spbkes in the 
business deals of parties opposed to 
a particular Bombay industrialist 
this MP had hit the headlines by 
upposing the BHEL Siemen^ deal 
during the Janata days and accus 
ing (he then industry minister, Mr 
George Fernandes, of welcoming 
5ien)ens in with open arms. But 
when the same muJrinational was 
brought in by the Congress ll gov 
ernment, this gemlcman did not 
make much of a noise. How could 
he? The government had on its files 
a number nf letters written by him 
campaigning against the case of 
one particular firm in Bombay, 
which wanted to set up a plant for 
(he manufacture of a chemical 
needed for producing polyester 
yarn The business firm which 
bocks this MP did not want the 
project of its rival to go through. So. 

MISSING 
RAJYA SABHA 
BUS _ 

AKUM Kumar Singh, alias Munna. 
a general secretary of the Indian 
Youth Congressd). has had a heart 
to heart talk w’lth Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
after being refused a ftajya Sabha 
ticket. Munna was among the few 
Congressmen who were elected to 
(he Uttar Pradeeh Vidhan Sahha in 
1977 in the leetb of the Janata 
wave. Bui he was refused e Vidhan 
S.ihh.i (like! by the Congresslli in 
19SO because of his differences 
with the ihvfl supremo of the pany. 
(he ].((e Saiiia\ Gandhi. With ihe 
voming of Rrfuv Gandhi. Munna's 
luck seemed (o turn and he was 
considered a strong contender for a 
K.Mva Sahha numinaiion from 
Uttar Piadesh this vear But again 
his name was dropped at the last 
minute The reason giveo was Chat 
he indulges in loose lalk. He then 
cuiifrontvd Mr Rajiv Candhi and 
told him I lid t if etery ume his name 
was (11 be deleted on flimsy 
grounds, then it was better that he 
be expelled finm the party. While 
Munna's fate was such, (h# Youth 
Congresstli grapevine is agog with 
.Slones of how a 29 year*old vouth 
activist from Madhya Pradesh was 
summoned to Delhi for a Rajya 
Sab ha ticket. Orilv after he had 
arrived did the hi^ command real* 
jse that he was b^ow 30. the mini* 
mum ate needed to qualify for the 
Rajya oabha ooalnation. 


this MP wrote letters to the Prime 
Minister. While (he letters them* 
selves were typed on ordinary type¬ 
writers. the notes enc'osecf were 
tvped on electric typewriters, 
thereby betraying their ’’rich*’ on* 
gins. 

When the project was (Aayed by 
the government despite the objec¬ 
tions raised by this parliamenta¬ 
rian. ha sent a cable to the Indust* 
rial Finance Corporanoo UFC) in 
Washington, a World Bank associ* 
ate. blackballing the loan applica* 
tion of the Bombay firm. At first the 
IFC took the cable from an Indian 
•rhameniarian seriously and the 
lan seemed to be jeopardised But 
when the bankers in Wa^ington 
realised that the parliamentarian* 
was a Marxist, they did not take any 
more notice of his campaigning A 
CPliMi leader writing to (he Prime 
Minister regarding a particular 
business deal may oe understand* 
able. But how do you explain his 
approaching the 'IFC in 
Washington? 


PAWAR CATCHES 
OUT DHARIA 



DhattJ. caught in hiv <m*n irap 

FORMER Janata minisrer Mohan 
Dhana. who is waiting in the queue 
to m into the Congress!I) as soon 
as Mrs Gandhi gives the nod. has 
become the bun of many jokes.This 
is how Mr Sharad Pawar played a 
prank on him. In (he initial stages 
of the unity talks, Mr Mohan Dharia 
sent a voluminous dMument outlin¬ 
ing a protf amme on the basis of 
which afone^ unity could be 
achieved. Mr Sharad Pawar aai 
over it for a couple of Bontbs and 
sent back the seme document mere* 
ly retyped with the note that thb 
was the proframme adopted* Mt 
Mohan Dharie promptly rej^Ud 
chat it was no pfogruuDa at all, 
little realtsiflg (hat it was his own 
programaM re ty ped on some other 
paper. 


NOORJEHAN'S 
ROLE IN 1971 

WHILE the country has been laying 
out the red carpet for Mallilca-e- 
Tarranum Noorjehan. the famed 
singer from Pakistan, whar is 
perhaps being overlooked is (hat 
the same lady was among the fore¬ 
most in General Yahya Khan's 
propaganda brigade againsF India 
during the 1971 war. Today, official 
receptions are being organised in 
her honour by ministers and the 
has even promised beta Rajiv thar 
she will sing for him before return- 
ing (0 Pakistan. She has been ban* 
nM by General Zia from singing in 
Pakistan because of a diktat from 
the Mullahs. (They objected to her 
statement that music is prayer, 
which they interpreted as ackriow* 
Jedging a God other than the 
Prophet.) Noorjehaii seems to have 
respected this ban while in Delhi; 
she disappointed the audiences col¬ 
lected by VIPs at (heir residences 
hy claiming that she had a '‘(hroai 
ailment." But Bumhay fans 
wouldn't lei her get away with that 
and made her sing. 

CUSTOMS MEN 
DREAD FORMER 
SMUGGLER _ 

A former lop smuggler of Bombay, 
who these days finances films, 
seems to be dreaded by (he customs 
authorities. The video boom in 
Bombay has created in its wake 
numerous video repair shops. Some 
of these shops are, of course, used 
as conduits for selling smuggled 
video But whenever video «ets 
were being received for repairs in 
these shops, customs men would 
land up and demand a bribe claim* 
ing that the sets were smuggled and 
awaiting disposal. The shopowners 
had to cuugh up the money, be¬ 
cause (hey did not want to gel 
involved in legal wrangles over 
whether the video sets were really 
brou^t in for repairs or not. Ulti¬ 
mately, the shopowners went in a 
delegation to this former smuggler 
and narrated their tales of woe. He 
pick^ up the phone and told a 
customs bigwig inat unless the cus¬ 
toms men involved in the racket 
stopped harassing the genuine re- 
painoen, he would take action 
against the customs men* And be- 
lieve it or not. the sl^keepers* 
nightmares were over within a day. 

TAILPIECE: A new nursery rhyme: 

Babe BhoiaJe, have you my 
brains? 

Yet madam, yes madam, but 1 left 
it In the drains. 

D. E. NIZAMUOOIN 








































When you come face to face 
with these watches, 
there is one thing you can give: 

a standing ovation! 
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And some oMOs. 
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Cunplm 

hai 23 wital foods 

iiwy nccQ 

everyday. 


Growing children have 
eptefal neede.eince 
they normeliy complete 
most of their growth 
by the ege ^ IS or 16. 

Theft why your children 
need COMPLAN—now. 

COMPLAN not only hat 
proteine (20%) but tleo 
the best proteinelmilh proteine) 
children cer> gel. it eleo eonteine 
22 other vital foods that 
children need in their growing 
years. Aemember. COMPLAN is the 
planned food most recommended 
by doctors. 

COMPLAN comes in delicious 
Chocolate. CardamomSaffron and 
Strawberry flavours—and also Plain. 
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New, gentle Dettol eoap. 

GK^ your family Its loving care. 
The care for skin and complexion. 

For cleanliness and health. 
Everyday. 

The love and care of Dettol soap. 


Give your family the loving care of [Mtol soap. 










The Seiko watch you have 
always wanted is now made in India 

Ailwyn. 



tfiMuAQ Atwyn. 7^t Indlto ««leh. Wtti 
SHhotcchnot^. 

New ^JNiyn brinot Mo Ml »ic liU 4e«l9r«. 
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HiMory It repaatmg Kwtt with monotonoua ragutanty m Bang* 
ladaah. For tha third bmt mrc» iha country waa lormad about a 
dacada ago. tha army tooK ovar powar ir> a coup on 24 Mar^ 
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mant? PapM 



Loolong Glaa9'7 
Opioton 6 

EiciuaiM Nayar >t 


STDBT 


Rai>anca TasMes A buopia when could burst ShubhabraU Bhal* 
lacharya 12 

Aocnao and Juiwt and Juiiat 16 


imMi 


Cakutiaa •tir >9 hospaa^'Pirtha S. BananaaandBarunOtwah SB 
Bangtadam's anr>uat coup 30 


vacudat Mrataa gift to Indiar mvtK laksNn Mohan 60 


PaMardi s visit couW not brw>g paaca 10 thO communrty Maori 
Oaorga 36 

Bowfaay labour taadar oornnuia sutfdO'Otga Tafts . 
ionoona adaor oi iha yaar gais iho aackAihia Ray 
PoMoman gviiv of coftidrig wiih dacoda Barun Ohpih 


Rmw 


Tha Epic mada 


Sukur^^an Bhahacharya 



OfFMTilOire 


Tha World 34 
Aaiani SS 
Oan Diary SB 


VAftm 


KhiM Boat &2 
Sundaywaak 63 
Thw mdia H 
Widioui Commant 54 
ChasaSnogaOwt.'SUiTo 56 
Conac alnp Paanuts 57 



I 


{Mip Kianar'a aaoond mvnaga to Aama haa craaiad a furora 
Saira Bmhi. «4io had diainiaaad Mi wtaapanoga aboM a aacond 
maiTlaga aa goMip.ii MtanaradHia fm ara « a Maaa of 
confuann. WS DNp Kumars I ma ga, aNch had BiMad tia 
Mm MuMry*! rnwJMWglng. ramam aa untarmahad aa a*ar 
baiora? Niall 


Covtr iranaparancy of Sai'a Bang try Ohnandra Kishan 


M. J, Alibof 


S«^ kov OM PiaOTtW TeoUt«r PwWK 
wrr Bavw*. Ohp«n. svnawM. 

>«t4, s Uni*4* t iOM 

^tiiftoilrri an«iuw»fv*. aMn Mia 

•hM 6m Ami An IhMiMharv* 


Am*m* Am 

•1 Ur Amb* 


LW • r«aluW S«k»' BUMt 

Am m 4 pMHM «( AMXM OffMl hvi IW 






















>* 

. . ♦ 








t • 


< 


V'. 'i 





ny. Ud«. Drive. Sri). Fed the 
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Chaudhury at 
Babuji’s birthday party 

The recent friendship be¬ 
tween the old aniitgonists. 

Chaudhury Charan Singh 
and Babu Jagjivan Ram. 
seems to be reaching fresh 
heights. S April happens to 
he Babu jaBjivan Ram's 
birthday, a oay old politi¬ 
cians like to celebrate with 
much ramasha. Cueas who 
will preside over the official 
function on this day? CfMran SrngAand./a^ivan 
Chaudhury Charan Singh. Ram sudden /nendshtp 

India keeps watch on 
Mauritius poll campaign 

The external affairs ministry is watching with keen 
interest the progress of the campeign for the general 
elections in Mauritius to be held in June this yeer. 
Mauritius is unique in that a person of Indian origin. Sir 
Shivsagar RemgooUm, is the heed of government. The 
Muslims, who form 17 per cent of the island's popule. 
lion, have joined the French<speakin| Creoles in a 
concerted bid to overthrow Prime Minister Remgoolam's 
government The Libyen President, Col Qediufi, has 
reportedly promised several million dollars for the 
campaign against the ruling party which represents 
Mauritians of Indian origin. 

Politics bowls out cricketer 

When Haryana fast bowler, Yograj Singh, was ex- 
cludad from the North Zone team Just after his return 
from (he Australia end New ZeeUnd cour. some people 
thought it was because Kapil Dev, Sink’s Khool and 
college mete, end also a fast bowler, heabeen included. 
But recently, when Singh wes reiecied by his state for 
even the Ranli trophy teem, it oecame clear that the 
problem lay efaewhera YograJ Singh, incidentally, ha» 
pens to be the president of the state Youth Congresefi) 
unit! A totally frustrated Yograj has now accepted an 
offar from the MafatlaJ group and started playing for 
tham. 


Agra accident: Driver 
innocent, say loco staff 

Anguished at the "cynical* manner in which the 
railway euthorldes put the blame on driver Budhu Lei 
fpr the reilway aeeideat.in Agra, in which €7 people 
died, the loco staff of the JhMsi railway division are 
thinning of flUng a court case to vindicate their departed 
colleague’s honour. The retlwey authorities claim that 
the accident was caused by the driver overapeed^ on a 
foggy dav. According to the Iwo staff, however, it is the 
responsimUiy of the station siefi to place three dstoaa* 
tore at distances of BOO metres before the sietion. if 
vlflbllity is low. This was not done. The loco staff blame 
the station staff squarely for the ecddant and feel thet 
the authorities arc holding the driver responsible be- 
eauie t^y want to close the chapter end sperc the real 
ci4pdm^ 


PM’s aide gets extension 

Though the central government decided shortly after 
Mrs Indira Gandhi's return to power thet extensions 
would, as a rule, not be given to retiring officials, the 
aovemmeRt is making an exception in the case oi the 
mme Minister's information adviser, Mr H.Y. Charade 
Prasad. He will continue at the job beyond April, when 
he was due to retire. He is the third senior official to be 
giveh^n extension in recent months. Earlier, extensions 
were given to two senior officials in the office of the 
controller of Import and export. However, another 
senior information officer will be leaving government 
service and coming beck to journalism, itie principal 
information officer of the central government. Mr Wil¬ 
fred Lazerus, will rejoin the Press Trust of India after 
the expiry of his contract on Id April. Mr Lazarus is 
iipp^ to head the London bureau of the PTI. 

Meanwhile, ihere is a small question over the future of 
Kamleshwar, additional director-general of Doordar- 
shan in Bombay. His contract with Dnordardian will also 
come up for renewal in the next few weeks Most 
observers believe that Kamleshwar Is likely to get i new 
contract. At Bombay. Mr Hrishikesh Mukherjee has 
been persuaded to stay on for another three months as 
(he chief of the film censor board. The cabinet turned 
down the ministry’s recommendation of Mr R. Rama for 
(he job and the search is on for a successor to Mr 
Muknerjee. Before news of his secund marriage was 
leaked,Dilip Kumar was also considered fur the jub. 

President saved embarrassment 

President Sanjiva Reddy has escaped a politically 
embarrassing situation by a hair’s breadth. He had been 
thinking of visiting Bangladesh in mid'March in ra* 
spome to an old invitation extended by the lace Ziiur 
Rehman. Had (he visit come through, he would have 
been in Bangladesh at the time of the country's third 
coup. President Reddy's crip wes not finalised by the 
extemel affairs minist^ because it was roo preoccupi¬ 
ed with the India festivcl in London. 

Opposition parties 
to merge in Mizoram 

The centre's ban oo the 
Mizoram National Front 
(MNF) has not affected the 
image of MNF chief Leiden* 

t i in any way. Banking on 
is charisma and deman¬ 
ding a resumption of the 
sttlemated peace parleys, 

Che opposition parties in 
Mizoram, led by the Mlror* 
am Congreastll swept the , 
vill.ge council poll, in 

F*bro»)rl982. ^curing _ 

about 49 per cent of the votes. This is a shot in (lie 
arm for the five opposition parties in Mitoram who have 
decided to merge in the next two months and form the 
Mizoram Peace '^rum. Parleys for the merger are 
already underway in Aizawl. ^me opposition leaders 
have misgivings aoour the Mizoram Congressflj's "pater* 
nalistic" attitude towards them but political analysis at 
Atsawl think that this will be no big hindrance as they 
are all pro-Laldenga and do nut consider iht MNF 
lexer's stand as unconsiituiiunai. 
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Samant’8 Waterlo o? 

C ongraluUcions to Sunday (or the bnl* 
]i«n( cover itury, 77>e smite on the 
(eee of Coenke <7 March), and (or the 
■ccom^nymi interview with Rtmnath 
Coenke 1 7 heee not known whet /ear is') 
end Oatie Sam ant f'‘C/ji/on*befAjAjt is in 
Gofnke'i blood") Mr Goenka woa parti' 
cularly frank and cogent in his intemew 
with M. J. Akbar. As (or Or Sanani, he 
(ailed to convince ua readen about his 
cause. 

A. 5. yoher, Geoheti 

A splendid cover story. Mr Cocnko faced 
a (oi of harassment but has now managed 
to restan the Bombay ediuon of the 
Sefnss. The man belongs to that breed 
of industrialists who remain (rugel it* 
their personal and domestic habits and 
devote ail their time, energy and money 
to their profession. 

R C. Chiistopher, Bombay 

Mr Ooenka is undoubtedly a genius and a 
powerful, dynamic newspaper baron 
One cannot help appreciating his stand 
against Dr Samant. 

Bhupendra KainihoU. Thane 

The cover sti^ eaploded the myth of Dr 
Samant’s invlnclbiliry. Without denigrat* 
ine trade unionism. I must say that 
enorts to promote workers' interests 
^ould be made judiciously. 

P, Chaktaborty. Calcutta 

The Express story has the same plot as 
TIRO'S: In 1958. Kedar Sharma hed 
called for a cool-down strike in Tata Iron 
and Steel Company; the menattmenc 
reacted swiftly aria declared a lockout 
within 24 hours; the sensible employees 
relumed le the werks within a week. 
While ti is true that che onus of running 
an industry Is not oo the industrialist 
aIoAe» 1 union leader must show some 
signs of being a responsible person. 1 
hope Dr Semint will realise this soon. 
Mohan Dhawan, Ranchi 

Mr Goenka has every right to have that 
smile on his face. The revivel of the 
Bombay edition of the EJtpross has sent 


shockwaves and mill workers ere now 
report mg for duty in greater numbers. Dr 
Sareant has ceneinly met hU WeteMoo. 
G. Viswanaiharu Bombay 

M. j. Akbar's interview with Ratfnath 
Goenka was a masterpiece. The probing 
uuesriom dr ew out a wealth of informa* 
tion from the much maligned oewfileper 
baron. Mr GMiike is clearly a ousaeer; 
he has dismayed rare courage while 
fighting poutical corruption; hr'has 
opposed lart Gandhi tooth and nail even 
during the height oi Emergeocy, buLstJl 
admits that the possesses wonderful 
Qualities. He U one of those rare indus¬ 
trialists who do not smoke or drink, wear 
khadi and drive ordinary cars. Hats off to 
Mr Goenka and to Svnoav for publishing 
such an excelleni interview with him. 
K Sreodhenn, Bangalore 

The interview with Mr Goenka was in¬ 
teresting. The newspaper baron emerged 
unscathed—true loKis reputation, e man 
of steel—after teckl^ M. J. Akber*s 

t rovocmive questions. Mr Goenka may 
ave earned noiorien for bis dealings 
with ihe-Express stetf. but he has also 
produced a band ef loyal newspapermen 
who worship him fw obvious reasons. 
C. V. Arawind. Madras 


Mr Goenka has proved tbai he is e 


I proi 

leading member oi the fourth estate. He 
has some sterling nuahiies. He believes 
in Simple living and high thinking. He is 
courageous. And it is really admirable 
chat at the age of 7B he dnves his car 
himself. 

A. S. V. Regbaean, Bombay 

The cover story wes excellent; but 1 am 
convinced that Dr Eamant will have the 
Use laugh. As for Mr Goenka. he should 
bo detained under the National Secunty 
Act I ill he learns a bit about fter. 
Anil KauL Srinagar 

I used Co adaure Suupat’s irapanial 
reporting; but che cover story on the 
GMnka-Mcnanc issue came as a big dls* 
appoiiicmenc Co bm. It diMleyod a dear 
bias cowards c^ialism. u my opinion, 
thousands of Pacta Samasis must be 
bom in India to save the working dess 
from rreecbery and exploitation. If we 
need industhaUats in our country, we 
csilv need people like the Tates wto are 
reaLy concerned about the welfare of the 
workers. 

V. Narayanan, Cahotta 

The eccusetioa by Ramnatb Goenka that 
Detia Samaai tell one truth, ep- 

plsee predaely to himaetf. To prove tht 
point, the Eapreaa unkm under Mefaar* 
ashcra General Xamgar Union aeea pu 
the challenge to pc^ u c e not one but 
over SO umet of oaconfirmod pecat wa on 
the current reQa from various depart- 
osents who aro "g either on a 

daily'wagB beaia ox oo a esonthly baais. 
11111 la apart from the ac eius ef paraotM 
(indudjag au^e dim ra) who, ow che 
yaera, ka^ left in ahaer fnieinboe due 
to unending enenilern of prehaboo. 
People in m newsp a per imhiatry in 
iemby ei Ua« knew ihli ten weL 
Francia Luh, ganaraf aoenta/y. Rapreii 
unit oi Mnnaraihtra Ganerai Kammr 
Vnha, Bombay 


Sivaii and idlis 


T hanks to Sundav for publishing Anita 
Pralap's report, Runaway Jrid goes to 
Rojya Sabha, and the accompanying in¬ 
terview with Sivai) Ganeaan, "mrs Gan* 
dhi IS fulIiUina Kamraj's dreams* <7 
March). Amiiabn Bacbchan could hardly 
compete with Sivaii for the Rajya Sabha 
sett. Sivaji has been a Congressman for e 
number of years; Amitabn's only qual¬ 
ification is that he happens toibe Rajiv 
Gandhi's friend. 

Sanjay Malhoira. New Delhi 

Sivaii has claimed that Mrs Gandhi is 
fulfilling Kamraj's dreams. Did Kamraj 
dream m the Emergency, the detention 
of political Opponents, press censorship, 
family rule. N§A. E$MA» and of defena- 
Jag corrupt chief ministers? Kamrej had. 
in fact, criticised the Emergency during 
hls last days. Sivaii would be paying a 
great tribute to the departed leader by 
not comparing Mrs Gandhi with him. 

K. Rtjagopa/an, Hyderabad 

Though otherwise praiseworthy. Anita 
Pratap's report contained a remark that 
must uve offended many Tamils. She 
referred to Sivaji as a "Madrasi, his 
patronage (being) confined to the idll, 
vade, sjffl bar world of Tamils.” I wonder 
why this remark was made and whv a 
reMted magasme like Sundav failea to 
edit the sentence. The world of Temils is 
not confined to idli, vade and jam bar; 
Tamils are the most hard working people 
end that is the reason why they are to be 
found in the remotest parts of the world. 
V. Bala Oundran, Calcutta 

1 have always held Sunday in high 
esteem. However. 1 was very dishear¬ 
tened by Anita Pratap's remark against 
Sivaji end Tamils. If it was meant to be a 
joke, I for one found it sick. Anita Pratap 
u obviously trying to create a north- 
south nft in our country. I am fond of 
ebapatis, but I would lil^ to remind Ms 
Praiqp that south Indian food is also 
quite tasty. She is best advised to stop 
eating ebaparis, alu and oaeo and try the 
idlis, Vidas and samber. 

Beskan Subramanian, Madras 

What nonsense, Anita Pratap! How could 

C refer to Siveji as a "runaway kid?” 

you think that he is an ordinary man? 
People like you cannot defame him nor 
ever succeed in undermining his popular- 


People like you cannot defame him nor 
ever succeed in undermining his popular¬ 
ity. 

& 5. Afjojam, Madras 


_ stop it! _ 

I was shocked to read the highly 
erroneous remark made ^ Jeen- 
Jecques Servao-Schreiber (^e real 
mtaning of Arab aoiiey. 17 January) 
about tba way Islam was spread. It u 
clear that Ur Servan-Schreioer does ftot 
know much about the history of Islam 
ebd ibocit the pxopbei Mohammad whd 
believed in peace, i appeal to Swpav to 
stop puMiswiig articles irreaponslble 
aao fll-miadea writers like Mr Serven- 
Schreiber so that che effoni to atalotain 
peace In the subcoaiiaent are not under- 
miaed. 

Mehtaiaed AiJ Abasem. Adampur 
(Banglailmh) 



















Beasts who would be doctors 



I NTIS horrified to reed Louise Per* 
tandM' report. K*sg9d to dooth (7 
March) The '‘super seniors" at j. M. 
Mcdicel and Denial coUe^e in Devanfere 
must be brou^bt to book. In my opioion 
the authorities should expel the culprits 
on (he basis of the repon published m 
SuNOAV. Ao armed force snould be de* 
ployed at the collese to protect the 
freshers. 

Ehy Ccorjie. Jornitrodpor 

A pathetic story indeed. The college 
autnorfiie.s are obviously impotent and 
"super seniors" like T. Ravi Kasargod 
are enjoying themselves. It is time the 

K ivemmcnt thought about enacting a 
w against ragging. 

5i;hjmiy Sorkar. Ca/cutta 

Louine Fernandes* was a horrifying 
account of one of the most disgraceful 
practices prevalent in our educational 
insiituiions How can our future doctors 
be to perverted as to derive pleasure 
from torturing and humiUeting each 
other? Ragging is an unmistakable evi* 
dence of the roi that has set into our 
society. Our moral values have decayed 
bevond recognition and« worse still, no 
one appears to be seriously concerned 
about it. 

AmaJeodu Sen. Sindri fCtJieri 

The perversion which is better known as 
ragging has assumed grave and cruel 
pro^rtiens A number of students are 
being forced to dcsconiinuc their studies 
in order to escape from barbarism What 
is the solution’ The culprits, the "super 
seniorSi" should not only be eapelm 
from educatmnal institutions but also 
flogged publicly 

6'eerhe MUsubramansan. Madras 

My elder brother was also a vklim of 
brutal ragging his right ear has been 
rendered useless. I appeal to the govern* 
meni to take immediate steps against 
ragging. 

Stf/ir Labff. SortamukAf (West Bengal) 

Ragging must ba banned immediately, 
brutality cannot be allowed to become 
fashionable. 

DerJ Prasad Shaw, Marakar 


Gane^^Babu cosuniis suicide. Joseph 
Thonaa^inds himself in hospital; but the 
brutann cootinvea. The auvhorilies and 
politkal bigwigs "eapress shock." "look 
into lha maitef." and then order "a 
senkMobvel enquiry;" finally. ’sugges> 
11001 *^ 0*0 "recommended." 

BiVasAMs. BAedrek (Ifear Benge/J 


Cene^ Babu did aoc commit suicide to 
escape^om the bruiality of bis "super 
seniQ^l^He sacrificed hUli/e in order to 
draw ifie anentiOA of the govemment to 
the plight of many others like him who 
are being humiliated all over the 
country. 

AsAis i( lunar Marvmdar, Jogigkopa 

I could rfoi ddctde whether I was reading 
a report published in Sl vda\ or having a 
nightmare. I could not believe that nu* 
man beings could be so mean and beast* 
|v. Hew can one help hating a person like 
T. Ravi Kasargod’ And there are so many 
T. Ravi Kasurgods all over the country. 
Ragging, like sttr. must be abelithed 
Our sacred tgmples of learning have 
become training centres for lophisti- 
Asted criminals. I have the following 
suggesiions lo make in this context; 

1. A special provision against ragging 
should be incorporated m the Indian 
^nal Code. 

2. Freshers should unite against the 
"super seniors *Th«y should adopt the 
policy of tit for tat 

y College authorities should ensure 
that all freshers are billeted together and 
that the "super seniors" do not have e«v 
access to their dormiconesTwards. 

R F. Seroio, Tura rMeghalaya) 

I wish to thank Svnoai and Louise Fer 
nandes for the report on ragging at J. M. 
Medkal and Dental college. Our student 
community has. in the past, challenge 
and even uprooted the government; nut 
it has fatled to put an end to ragging. 
A. K. Lama. Patna 

People like T. Ravi Kesargod would put 
an animal to shame. In Canesh Babu the 
country has lost a talent which got no 
opportunity to prove itself. 

Asii Saroyan Atwas. Durgapur 


Politics and reiimon 


T hanks to Aahok Kamath for bis re* 
port, KeraJa's caauaunaJ poittics (7 
March). What is happeOiag in Kerala la 
not entirely unknown in ocher parta of 
the country. Communal polities Is bolhf 
practisad ev er y whei e by parties who are 
eager to grab power. 

AihtsA Des, Cakmu 

Even from the allotment of ponfolioo in 
the Kerala govenunenta of tne past, it is 
vary clear that communaUan is at Its 
beii^t in the Mate. Men of calibre and 
abuity have bean pushed into iba back* 
gr oun d to nakt room for iaoffkietit 
rtpresefliatlvas of dllfereot doautum* 
ties. 

Ifefhaw rbomas Peokamala, 
GopaJpur-eii-Sm 






with Ashok Kamatb'a 

iaca id Bara aagtfMnaJ 


tbet (be Nalr Sorvke Society (NSSI was 
formed to introduce reforms into the 
Nair coffimuaity. The aims and objec* 
civet of the NSS were oot political. The 
eociety acquired a politkal image much 
later—«a 1947 wbM Mannich Padma* 
nabban quit as preaideei of NSS and 
aotared potiUca to oppoee tbe then diwan 
of the state. Sir C. F. Ramaswamy lyyer. 
JC JL Hair, Petaagerb (Ohaaa) 

Aahok Kamath failed to point oat ooc 
important arpcct of KmaU ^Utka. Tbe 
coaununiats have bean rafying, by and 
large, oa Hindu votes in a state where 
MualiBa and CbrwciaBS have a 
popoMon. The popalanty of a political 
parry ia Kerala ae^ndt on bow far ite 
pany bas baao tucceesful in wooing, 
anan fram tka Hlndue. tba Maaliau and 
the Chfimiana. Tba cammu n tt ra have 
fMlad on iMa score and have even lost 
M ilMu Mlowte » Iba RSB. 

O. JBSb- _ 


Dubious call 


4 

I have been a regular reader of Kuldjp 
Neyar's column (Exclusive) In Sun • 
DAY and have found ihit he is ahvi^ 
critical M our beloved Prime Minister, 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. Even in the uBlver* 
sally acclaimed sound policy deciaioiu M 
Mrs Gandhi, Mr Keyar has fbund pomb 
fault with the help ai perverse logic end 
twisted mtcrpreielions. 1 think his dte^ 
rooted bias against Mrs Gandhi is e restnt 
of his deieniron during the Emergency. 
Mr Nayar is probably trying to go down 
in the histon of the fourth eaiate as a 
columnist of the calibre of the world 
renowned Louis Fischer and Wahor Up* 
menn. but he can never be like Ibevn. 
These two great columnists never dis* 

C layed any personal bias against the 
aderi of their country in order to make 
a point in their writings, 

II IS really a pity that the intelligentai* 
and those who menage the press in our 
country continue to tolerate such venom 
from Mr Nayar's pen. Ii is the unprlnci* 
pled and prejudiced attitude of so-called 
eminent columnists like Mr Nayar that 
has prompted the Congreisfli leaders to 
publicly declare that the press in India is 
playing the rule of the opposition, 
k M A XAanna, Kanpur 

Great betrayal? 


I was shocked to read Shubhabrata 
Bheiiacharye'i cover non, Gandhi 
rs Candhi 129 February). By selling 
Surya to ihe RSS Mrs Amieshwtr Aoioo 
has exposed herself and daughter Man* 
eke. 

AaAjd MakAdoom, KudcAl 


A bold mvesiigetMn indeed. The cover 
story revealed Maneka*$^ight after the 
death of Senjay Gandni. 

B, C Rabha. Tura <Meghalaya i 

_ Evidence _ 

S .uite a few readers of Sukoav have 
'written to me about Modem nureeiy 
ner (Of war and peace. 14 February) 
ing me whether I have reliable en* 
dence to prove that Pakistan bai ec* 
quired chemical weapons. We cannot 
quote classified material, but we tpn 
clarify ibis aspect as follows: 

in his aonual posture statement sub¬ 
mitted to tbe Congress, General David C. 
Jones, chairmen at tbe US Joint chiMs of 
staff said. "Even small powers Uke'Viai* 
nam aod Pekiaian eppear to have che¬ 
mical cepabiiities. Amts end ihc eontVed 
of arms will continue to be of primary 
imponaoce to our future and lo that « 
all mankind.” 

Lr (^. B. A. Vas (retd), Puae 

_ Last letter _ 

A skeable crowd had gathered at 
the small obserratory In Trivan¬ 
drum on the night of 10 March—tba 
d^ of the planetary CMijunctioo. 
While we were all waiting for our 
chance to look through the taleecope, 
one genileraan askeo his small dau^* 
ter. "Which planet hes the largest 
number of saielliies?" Before the 
deleter cbuld reply, someone in the 
crowo Tolunieereo: "litdin Gandhit* 

V Knshnamoerthy. TWvandrvm 
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Nylon tyres will 30 throush hell for you 


New car fyres every few years 
can play the devif with your 
bank balance So neil time 
you re investing m new tyrcN 
check Out tho siaymg powc* ot 
nylon Nylon tyres wilt go 
through hell tor you and still 
give you the longest rurt tor 
your money They outlast ev'rr- 
the best urdindry tyrus 

You trust Itu’ lyu* fh.ti s 
made from Nneord nylon tyn* 
cord It s the tnughi'sl 
tyre* rc.*intorconH*nt materiui 
nvailnbk* to tyro mamilaciuriT-, 
Nircord s r'*stst,ini,»,* lu 
abrasion hiMfritul moi:>iiu»* 
gives yOur Ivres a lor\tu*r 
working IjI»- Its ri-siliencu 
smoolhi;r\'> k*v»;n Ihi* roughi d 

road, roducing itn? struui on 
your erigin<' anct tieipiiig •! 
save petrul 

Tyres are the IjrgosI r»x ufr*ivi 
investment on your car So do 
your pucki.'l a favour <j*'t 
more niiit'dcje from evf*fv 
rupee with r\/lon tyies rn.idn 
from Niu ord 


Switch to nylon— 
the economical tyre 


Lh; 
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Nirlon Synthetic Fibres ft 
Chemicals Lid. 

Nirlon House. 

2ft4*FJ Or Armii* (5e<»a/»r t?i'i.r 
WofI) BniiitM'. i- » ' 1 
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Myths Mrs Gandhi 
cultivates 


T here are rvro schools oC 
thoughc about Mrs Gan 
dhi's functioning. The first 
is (hat she is not as power 
fuJ within the Congresstl) 
as she used to be; (he second is that 
despite (he fac( (ha( her govern* 
ance does not come (o much, there 
is no ilternetive (o her In a way. 
these are two sides of the tame com 
meant to assuage public opinion. 
But neither is correct. 

Take the thesis of her decreasing 
power within the party. A few inst¬ 
ances of dissension here end there 
should nut be taken as a challenge 
to her authority. She allows some 
show of dissidence, but that is only 
a stratagem.She wants to convey 
the impression that the part^t is not< 
as some suggest, a monolithic struc¬ 
ture, nor is she an authoritarian in 
her dealings with her followers. At 
times she even encoureges oppos' 

a groups to develop to striae a 
ance 

Mrs Gandhi wants to remain a 
court of appeal and it is part of her 
style to set up some people against 
s chief minister or a Congress lead¬ 
er so (hat he docs nor grow too 
strong. Before the 1^9 and 1977 
splits in the Congress, there were 
some men of stature who could join 
issue with her, but they have all 
been ousted .from the party and 
what is left is a set of teroes. 

During the selection for Rajn 
Sabha seats, Mrs Gandhi let the 
high command decide when she 
hM no particular person In mind, 
sometunes she even allowed dissen¬ 
sion to meka h all look democratic. 
But for nearly 50 out of the 55 
assured Congms(]).seats, she had 
her own list of candidates, some 
choaen after consulting her son Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhk and cbere was no qoes* 
cion ol any chAAge. A com- 
mand member waa caadi^ eiHU^ 
to adaiti '*WhUe ipeakiag, we 
would loM at bar IP cbea her 
fea cito a gad chaaga tha vead If 
aupMrb* tttnt clN 


There was some support for Mr 
Sisodia, but Mrs Ganohi had made 
up her mind to drop him because he 
is said to have helped the BJP 
leader, the Rajmaia of Gwalior. She 
was not in favour of Mr Dinesh 
Singh from the very beginning, 
though he gave the impression that 
he was in her inner counsels again 
and thus gathered substantial sup- 
pon in the high command. Mr Char- 
anjit Chanana was a non starter 
because of the reports against him 
and no amount of pressure, even by 
Lok Sabha speaker. Mr Bal Rapi 
Jakher, could move her. Mr T. An- * 
jaiah in Andhra Pradesh could not 
make the grade because he had 
fallen from grace. On (he oiher 
hand, Mr Maiwana, the odd man 
out in the Gujarat Congress(|j. was.« 
included on her phoned instruc¬ 
tions even though the state chief 
minister. Mr Solanki, was confident 
(bet he had blocked Mr Makwana’s 
entry into the Rajya Sabha this 
time. 

To say that incipient revolts 
against Gaodhi arc developing 
m the slate Congrcss(l> units is to 
indulge in wishful thinking. She is 
supreme and allows only a short 
leash to her men. She may pick up 
someone at a particular time to 
serve e particular pmpose, as in the 
case of Mr V.C. Shukla in Madhya 
Pradesh, but it does not mean that 
anyone can become prominent in 
the party or the governmeni 
throu^ sheer preuure. Dr Cbanna 
Reddy from Andhra Pradesh, who 
still wields more influence than 
other Congressd) leaders in the 
state legisiacivc party, remains in 
the wilderness and dares nM stoke 


I Mr Bansi Lai tapes every 
speech he delivers in 
. Haryana and sends Mrs 
Qexlhi the transcripts 
. and tapes to assure her 


^ fiTM of revolt in TeJetigana 
which he did to stage a comeback 
during Mr Brahmananda Reddy's 
regime. 

Mr Bansi Lai, who has regained 
some support in Haryana because 
of Mr Bhajan Lai's misdeeds, is 
afraid to speak out lest she should 
get more annoyed with him. (He 
tapes every speech he delivers in 
Haryana and sends her the trans 
cripts and capes to assure her that 
he is loyal) Mr Anculay in Bombay, 
who "served" the state legislators 
so well during his (erm as chief 
minister, could not muster any sup¬ 
port for his rwmmation lo the najya 
Mbha because the members were 
conscious of Mrs Gandhi's 
annoyance with him. He now talks 
of retiring from politics. 

Some well meaning, naive intel- 
lectuih believe that a chasm has 
begun (0 develop in the party. This 
IS not so There is nut wen • remote 
possibility of such a situation de¬ 
veloping. If ever it does, che will 
cleanse the stebles once again. That 
IS the reason why she rfiaim the 
office of the partv presideiit and 
(he pany is the Congress! 1), with 
en^hasis on the "1" (Indira). 

The other thesis of there iH’ing no 
alternative to her, is being sedu¬ 
lously spread This is to luver up 
her non-j>er forma nee because even 
her sup^rters admit that she has 
done pretty little since her return 
to power U is vud to hear m read 
the argument that she aJune stands 
in I he way of chaus swooping the 
country When Nehru was on his 
deathbed, people said that there 
would be chaos after him. Bui the 
svorld saw a smooth changeover. 

The difference between a demo¬ 
cracy and a dictatorship is that in a 
democracy people change ihe top 
man and in a dictatorship the top 
man changes the people In a demo¬ 
cratic setup, the people’s fate is not 
linked to Thai of one person, it is 
(he free ballot that looks after it. 
The strength of India's polity is that 
over the years a structure has been 
developed where the elected repre¬ 
sentatives choose the leader. 

True, there is no cohereni opposi¬ 
tion and, 10 that extent, no viable 
alternative. And there lies Mrs 
Gandhi’s greatest strength Had 
one existed, the chances of a revolt 
in her own party would also have 
been greater. How dissidents have 
no place (o go. But the absence of a 
person to take her place, or a party 
that could step in after ihe Congres- 
sfik augurs well for democracy. A 
combinatien of parties, a coalition 
government, may supplant (he pre¬ 
sent one-person show. What w*' 
have to watch is chat the democra¬ 
tic system stays and is not des¬ 
troyed by Mrs Gandhi's succession 
game "After me my son, or demo¬ 
cracy will die" is the unique slogan 
aba* ii tryiAg to give us. 
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^®Siance Textiles:A Bubble 
W bicb Coul d Burs t 

The spectacular growth rate ot Reliance Textiles, the company owned by Mr Dhirubhai 
Ambani, lias led some people to predict that it may overtake the Dirlas and the Tatas as the 
nation's leading industrial house by the end of the decade. But Is the success based on a 
sound financial foundation? SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA investigates. 



S ome derisively dismiss it %s a 
bubble. Others ere a little 
more polite and uy it is a 
high risk company. Bui almost 
everyone connected with the 
curporite scene in Bombay seams tu 
feel ibat Reliance Textiles Industries 
Ltd . the firm owned hy Mr Dhirubhai 
AniMni. Whose shares are at present 
the erase of almost every investor in 
ihe stock market, is not standing on a 
very firm foundation. True, the mercu* 
nal Mr Ambani has dominated the 
corporate scene for the last decade or 
so. Starting from a modest Rs !!> lakh 
capital investment in the late Sixties, 
the company's net worth today is over 
Rs 3.20u lakhs. The present market 
value of a ten rupee share of the 
company ranges between Rs l.TO and 
R> 137 (book value is Rs 26.11). This 
too it a record of its kind, the market 
value of a Reliance share is around 
390 per cent higher than Us book 
value, where the average difference 
between the market value and the 
book value of other competitive and 
successful shares in the market ranges 
between 130 and 140 percent {see oom 
on debentures). Yet this is the ve^ 
reason why most financial experts in 
Bombay either feel that Reliance is a 
high-nsk company or it Is a bubble— 
which may burst some day. The ex* 
traordinarily high difference between 
the book value and the market value 
of Reliance shares i$ attributed, by 
many, not to great financial genius but 
simply to the influence which Mr Dhir* 
ubhai Ambani wields in the corridors 
of power in New Delhi. And many 
examples are cited to,show how, over 
(he years, (he goveninen(*s policies 
have been made and unmade to suit 
(he business interests of Reliance Tex* 
tiles. A foundetion built on political 
manipulation is not enough to gener. 
ate long'term confidanca in a com* 
p*«y. 

Mr AmbaniW company has^rbtps, 
one of the biggest advartislng budgets 
In the trade. The Vimtl, range of 
textilas produedd aitd BtHcatM 
ReliiAce is v^dalj 
Vtfin]*caabiiaAiid 












the county. Jnd«ed, in its Advertising 
Reliance is telling some of (he truth. 
The government*! policies have often 
made its competitors wonder if "Only 
Vimal" does not mean that (he rest 
have to perish so that Reliance can 
flourish. 

Mr Ambani’s current strength .is 
largely due to the fact that he was 
among the few industrialists who did 
not forget Mrs Gandhi during her days 
out of power. On 9 January 1980, after 
Mrs Gandhi's Congress(l) made its 
triumphant return to power aver ihe 
ashes of the Janata and Lnk Dal eov* 
ernments, a partv was thrown in Mrs 
Gandhi's honour by some members of 
Parliament from Gujarat in Kew De* 
Ihi's Ashok Hotel. And. sure enough, 
throughout the reception, Mr Dhir 
ubhai Ambani was seen next to Mrs 
Gindhi. It is this image which makes 
the investments in Reliance Textiles 
so attractfve. at least in (he short run. 
And it is solely due to this image that 
the Reliance share's market value is so 
much higher than Us break*up value. 
(Break up value is the net worth of the 
company divided by the number of 
shares.) 

H ow do the policy changes, whether 
by design or accident, help Re¬ 
liance? Take the latest budget as an 
example. The government in a bid to 
augment the capacity of polyester file* 
ment yarn proauction in the country, 
has given licences to Reliance Textiles 
and to Orkay Mills to set up new 
polyester filament yam manufactur¬ 
ing units. Both factories are coming up 
at Patalganga near Bombay, but the 
processes used bjy Reliance and Orkav 
are different. While Reliance wifl 
directly convert the raw material, 
DMT, into polyester filament yam. 
Orkay had proposed to initially start 
production of yarn from polyester 
chips (though now they too are 
to go in for conversion of DMT 
into yarn). In the latest budget, the 
import duty on polyester chips, (he 
raw material for the Orkay plant, was 
raised by 40 Mr cent. Thus, when the 
products of Orkay and Reliance com- 

C eie, Orkay's produa will be costlier 
y Rs 6.SD per kg. Thus even before 
Orkay's product could start competing 
with Reliance, Orkay's production 
costs have shot up. The Orkay unit is 
due to start production soon; the Re* 
Hence unit, which has the prestigious 
American Du Pont collaboration, is 
due to go on stream by this winter. 

The above example is not an isth 
lated one. There are examples galore 
in which, perhaps by sbMr coinci* 
dance, Bovemmani policies have been 
tailored to suit the needs of Reliance 

Textiles. The latest scaodal in Bombay 

is the way the Bombay customs have 
held up consignments of imported 
polyester filament yarn meant m coi* 
ton tavtUe mills, draite directives to 
the contrary from the union govern¬ 
ment. The customs collector, hv Sdiii- 
veuD, is a relative of the Relience 
repreeentedve in Delhi, Ur V. Bela* 
suWeaenlua. Ur V Belesubr«aa« 
Ind^MieUy, U the s«sw gentle¬ 


man wbo had hit the headlines for bis 
connecrioos with Mr Ranti Desai dur¬ 
ing the Janata days. Customs collector 
Srinivasan's relatives are employed by 
Reliance and last November there was 
a big pirty thrown by Mr Ambani at 
Lonavala to celebrate Ur Srinivasan's 
birthd^ at which a large number of 
celebrities from Bombay were present. 

Thus since 2 November, the Bombay 
custoiigi have refused to clear ship* 
menis of polyester filament yam im- 
ported by the cotton textile oiiUs. The 
customs' contention is that the cotton 
textile mills, which are licensed under 
item 2341) of (he first schedule of the 
Industrial Development and Regula¬ 
tion (IDR) Act. are not actual users of 
the polyesier filament yarn and as 
such they cannot import the yarn. The 
Bombay customs feel that only the art 
silk uniis, licensed under item 23(5) of 


il 


the first schedule of the IDR A<4 M 
eligible as the actual users to infpon 
the yam. The controversy has padb 
ragi^ since then, even though tin 
textile commiasionar of the union gov» 
emmant as well at the import Oide 
control department of the commerce 
ministry have clanfied (hat under the 
existing rules the cotton mllli gn 
allowed, as actual users, to impo^ 
yarn. Despite a public notice ti* 
effect being issued by the import 
control depanment on 15 Feb 
(after consultations with the taW 
ministry and the industries depart*^ 
meni oi the centre), the Bombey ctllt 
toms have been withholding the ym, 
imported by the cotton mills. Keil> 
there not bMn a sulke in (he BombhR 
mills, the situation would hava be^n^ 
aggravated. Trade circles in Bom* 
point to this incident and say 
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Tettiffs: one of the btggesi advertising budgets tn the trade 
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Debentures: Latest bribes 
for politicians 


S ome top jnduAtruU>i<i. whose 
compitnies* shtires ere ncticiK 
very high in the %UKk merltei. heve 
Iter ted usinc convcrnhlv debvn- 
tbre» the Idlest mode for bribing 
poliriciens. officialt end even news 
men. Uebenturcs ere the written 
acknowledgement of a debt taken 
by ft compuity from the public, it i% 
a secured loan against which the 
fixed assets of a company are 
pledged. To make the debentures 
issue attractive, some firms issue 
convertible debentures, that Is, af> 
ter a year or so. attractive shares of 
the company are offered to the 
debenture holden at a concessional 
rate. Some companies, whose 
shires are guoted at extremely' 
high rates in the stock exchange, 
hive been floating debenture 
issues almost every year. Of course, 
90 per cent uf the debentures are 
allotted to the general public. But 
ten per cent ore reserved in the 
business associates'quota. But not 
everyone who gets debentures in 
this ten per cent quota can always 
be descnWd as a business assiKiate 
of the c<nnpany However, the 
politicians, officers and the iuurnal* 
ists so obliged do become, in course 
of time, asM/ciates of the business, 
man and poUcies are made and 
unmade to suit the needs of the 
firm. Among the iournalists so 
obliged, mast are on the commerce 
beat, who thereafter turn a blind 
eye to any guings nn. 

Let ui taka a hypothetical exam< 
pie of how. by allotting a deben* 
tura. and even making tne VIP pay 
for It by cheque, the industrialists 
oblige him Say. the company offers 
debentures at Ps US each, which is 


repayable wMh 14 per cent interest 
after ten years. The person who 
buys a Rs I2S debenture i.s assured 
a Rs share of the cumpany after 
one year, plus the repavmunt with 
interest of the rest of the ft$ 100 
after ten vears. In this hypothetical 
vase, the company's shares are 
quoted at K> U> in the market So. 
when a person buys a Rs t2S con¬ 
vertible debenture, after one year, 
when he i.v allotted a share at the 
subsidised rate of Rs 25, he can 
immediately go to the market and 
sell off the share, thereby realising 
Rs 12$. the money which he had 
paid a year back for buying the 
debenture. And the rest of the Rs 
100 remains safe, to be repaid after 
ten years. So. even if the VIP who 
was obliged with line Rs 125 deben¬ 
ture had paid for the security, he 
gets back Kis full money in one year 
and he can also sell off the deben. 
lure in the market and retrieve the 
rest of the Rs 100 plus interest. 

If an enquiry is mede into the list 
of people who have been allotted 
convertible debentures by certain 
Bombay firms in the business 
associate quota in the past three or 
four years, a Pandora's box would 
be opened and many of the policy 
decisions of the past few years 
wiiiilH hernme clear. Of course, 
many such recipients pay for the 
debentures. But some industrialists 
even distribute debentures free of 
cost 10 some VIPs and officers. In 
effect, it is a deferred payment. The 
businessman does not hive to pay 
in cash, ha pays in kind. And his 
shares are atiraciive enough lo 
make the receiving parly feel 
obliged. 


influence of the people close to Mr 
Ambani Is such that even a public 
notice issued by the union government 
can be ignored and a collector of 
customs in one of the ports of the 
country can behave as if he weye a law 
unto himself. The art silk units are the 
beneficiaries of this restrictive policy 
of the Bombay customs because, in the 
absence of the cotton mills being 
allowed to import yarn on their own, 
they have to depend on the art silk 
units for their yarn supplies t as an silk 
units are allowed to impoft yarn as 
actual users and ihen tcxturise and 
«ell ihe yarn to cotton mills and other 
users). Reliance is one of the major 
beneficiaries nf the restrictive pulicles 
regarding import nf yarn. 

Mr Am barn's company mainly trades 
in yarn. This is illustrated by the 
figures published m the schedule N of 
fhe company's annual report for I'JKO 
ithe latest availuUle report) In 197V. 
the company manufactured 4(>,$4,711 
kg uf yarn (inmpeJ, rwisitd, coiton. 
worsted, etc.) In I9H0. Ihe production 
of yarn weni up to 77,20,177 kg . The 
pioduciionol fabrics in 80. ,LS.S.90,2S0 
mcties. wac, however, onlv marginally 
higher than ihe .l,16.7(l,2V.t meties 
roduced bv it in 1979. Of the 
7,20.177 kg of yarn produced bv Rc' 
Uance during'1980, as much as 
81,53.9.17 kg was sold as yarn itself. 
Krom the uImvc figures it is clear that 
having made trading in yarn its main 
prcocrupation, Mr Ambani'i^ company 
is adversely affected when the textile 
mills are allowed tu import yarn on 
their own as actual users. A recent 
development in the field of yarn tech, 
nology. tou. is hurting the interests of 
Reliance. In the west, a new product 
called the Partially Oriented Yarn 
IPOY) hes been developed. POY has to 
be processed into polyester filament 
yarn before being texturised and used 
in the manufacture of textiles. POY is 
around Rs 20 per kg cheaper than the 
filament yarn and the cost of conver¬ 
sion of POY into filament yarn is 
around Rs six per kg. So. on the whole, 
by importing POY, me cost of yarn per 
kg dan be reduced by about Rs 14 jser 
kg Mr Ambani's men in Delhi have 
been campaigning against the inclu* 
si on of POx in the Open Generel 
License (OGL) list, so as to deprive the 
other textile milJs^parr from the crim¬ 
pers) from having access tu this latest 
end cheaper tecnnulo^. 

In fact, right from the early Seven, 
ties, the import policy in respect of 
polyester filament yarn has been so 
tailored thei RelianceJias been able to 
reap hii^ profits. 

Till 1972. the export uf nylon/mixed 
febtics waa covered under the normal 

export promotion scheme. Full duty 
drawback, cash assistance and the 
nylon yarn release orders were given 
to the expurters of fabrics againsi 
their replenish men IS by the State 
Trading dorporetIon In tne year 1972' 
73. a special scheme cellto the high 
unit value scheme wes Introduced. 
Under this, fabrics exported u th* 
price of Ri 4.25 per m ' 


; subletuently this floor price was 
raised to Rs 5.SO per sq me P. O. B. 
(The scheme was meant for high-value 
realisation exports.) The unport of 
polyester filament yarn was only per¬ 
mitted under the replenishment 
licences Issued against the export of 
nylon/mixed fabriesunder the scheme. 

The exporters falling under the 
above category were entitled to re* 
ceive. replenishment import licences 
for the import of one kg of polyester 
filament yam equivalent to 1.2 kg of 
nylon filament yarn used m the Tab- 
ncs.muiiiplied by the conversion price 

S ier kg prescribed by the government 
rom time to time. Exporters were also 
entitled to receive import licences for 
dyes and chemicals at the rate of five 
per cent of the K. 0. B. value of exports 
apart from the full duty drawback 
equivalent to excise duty on such 
exports. 

the scheme, introduced as a special 
one. was nut even published in the 
import trade control policy book ired 
book), hut was circulated by the silk 
and rayon export promoiiun council. 

The hand of Mr Ambani was only too 
evident when the scheme was intro* 
duced. The following table gives the 
clear picture uf the working of the 


Thft govRrnmtnt's poticktB 
have often made competl- 
tore wonder If '‘Only Vlmar 
means that the rest have to 
perish so that Reliance can 
flourish 



scheme with regard to the foreiga 
exchange earnings by the country and 
the profit earned ^ the exporters 
(assuming that the r. 0. B. value of 
exports was Rs 100 lakhs every year) 
fsce table onel 

it is evident that against the net 
foreign exchange earning of Rs 7S.1S 
lakhs, an exporter earned a profit of 
Rs 469.SS lakhs, that is. 650 per cent 
profit, apart from other benefits such 
as replenishment of dyes and cbemic* 
al$ licences. 

In 1976 77 the government granted 
licences to non-resident Indians resid* 
mg abroad to set up. from their own 
foreign exchange earnings, induscriea 
in India. For each textile unit, a 
licence wa\ issued fo* R$ five lakhs 
worth of machinery. Import worth Ra 
one lakh of polyester filament yarn 
was also allowed to these non> 
residents.as per policv. wi*h the result 
that . the price of polyester filament 
yarn started crashing in the local mar* 
ket and profit for exports under the 
high unit value nylon scheme fell to Rs 
61.62 lakhs on an export worth Rs one 
crore, as against the previous year’s Rs 
2119.64 lakhs < for exports worth Rs one 
crore). 

The general elections ware 


How the budget could encourage 
collection of political funds 


T he Prime Minister's declaralion 
of 1082 as the year of productiv- 
itv ami the subsequent steps to 
raise product iviiy mooted in Mr 
Piunab Mukher^ee's maiden 
budget, have opened up new ave- 
nues fur party fund collectors. In 
this year's budget, a new Incentive 
scheme for hi^er pri^uction has 
been introduced. Under the 
scheme, section 37 uf the Central 
Excise and Salt Act is being 
amended to empower the central 
government to make rules provid¬ 
ing incentives for higher productiv* 
Uy. The incentives ere proposed to 
be given by way of remissions or 
concessions on excise duty payable 
by firms manufacturing certain 
items. The list of 36 items ranges 
from soda ash, man made fibres 
and filemem yams, steel products 
end chemicals, to certain types of 
engineering goods. 

It is proposed that if any unit is 
able to exceed, during 1962*63, the 
roductivicy of the previous year 
y. say, 40 per cent or so, then the 
excise duty on the amount of extra 
production during th* year would 
be considered for either remission 
or some reduction. 

On the face of it. the Kheme 
looks innccenc and primarily in* 
tended to increase productivity. 
But the catch it that in the new 
scheme tHerv is no mention of in* 
stalW^ licensed capacity of iha un* 


Its. And the decision to either remit 
or reduce the excise duty, payable 
by the units, will be dependent on 
the arbiirary decision of the central 
gvvemmeni, that is, the ministers 
concerned. So, if some unti were to 
add to us capacity during the year 
(and. as a result, reap income tax 
and capital uins lax benefits and 
also enjoy further bank credits), 
thereby exceeding its. previous 
year's productivity, then the unit 
will be entitled lo further conces* 
nuns by way of excise remission, 

etc- 

For an intelligent industrialist, 
there is now an opportunity of reap¬ 
ing maximum benefits and paying 
the government less by way of 
taxes. If. say. a unic were to plough 
back its previous year's profits for 
increasing the production capacity, 
then it will get the usual tax be¬ 
nefits plus, on the excise, relief on 
the addUiooa! goods producced by 
the firm as a result of the new 
capacity (for installing which 
monetary incentives have already 
been received). This is a sharp 
departure from pasr rallcy. In 1971, 
the government had laid down that 
any unit producing above its 
licensed capacity would be 
punished. In 1975. this policy was 
mo<»*«>ed. It was then stated that if 
it produced above Capacity, It 
would be allowed, but units produc* 
ing below their capecity may come 


in for punishment. (The idea was to 
curb artificial shortages.) In the 
policy revision this ^ar, the con* 
cept of gauging productivity vis a* 
VIS licensed capacity has been 
given up. Nnw. an influential indue 
tnalist. who manages to get a II* 
cence. can plough back his earnings 
into new units, thereby produce 
more than the previous year's pro* 
duction and b^ome efigible for 
excise relief The quantum of ex* 
else relief is being left to the discre* 
tion of the government, that is, the 
mintscers. So. as in the case of 
obtaining licences, for getting this 
excise relief too. palms would have 
to be greased. 

In other words, when an existing 
firm greases palms this year to mi 
an industrial licence, be sure that 
the same firm will bring back a part 
of the earnings from the new pro* 
duct ion next year to grease palms 
in New Delhi, to get excise relief 
under the new s^eme. So, with 
every new project sanctiorsed this 
year, an indirect recurring deposit 
scheme for political funds too has 
been introduced. The only loser 
will be the state exchequer. The 
industrialist and the politician have 
everything to gain in this process of 
increasing productivity. 

After ariiproduciiviiy is supposed 
to increase prosperity and It will do 
that at least for some individuals, if 
not for the nation. 
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IN MANY PLANTATIONS 
D MORNINGS ARE 
NO LONGER A MATTER OF 
CHANCE 



Because Premier Irrigation are now 
providing them with water, that vital 
ingredient without which, all other 

Inputs are wasted. 


(r> Assam, North 0tngsl ind Tsi 

Oerdsns. And in South Indian Coflao, 
Cardamom, Cocoa, flubbar, Coconut and 
Spicoa plantations... 

Howovar difficult tha larrain, rameia or 
Iknilad tha water, Pramiar have tha answor 
whh irrigation syatams rowlling In yieid 
Incraasas of 

This II poiiibla bacauia Piamlar lakes (ho 
dma if>d irouNi to aiamina aaeh 
plantatlona’ Irrigaiion problaffla and avoKfOs 
plana ond ayatama which ara iailor*mada 
for each eaM 

Whit doaa Promlor Irrlgatton offer 7 

Topography, toil rypa, watar holding 
parity, climatic conditlona and tha layout 
of aaoh plantation ara all earafully $tud*ad 
and analysad. 

Coonomic fictora such aa tha cost and 
fvailabiNty of powar and labour, tha 
fiondiliott of tha plants and tKaIr ylald 
potandal ara all takan Into conildaradon. 
And baeaua# sprinUar aysiama ara fatrly 
coffiplaM aat«upa, Pramlm provldaa training 


• J' * 

■ ^ 



laoilMeR for auparvlaors arvd labour. 

' < 410 /^ by an aftar-ialas sarvica that is 
«ui oal whMtavar and wharavar naadad 
lor id lhasa raasor>s ar)d more 
I’TCrW Irripadort Syatams ara lha firat 
shoipe of prograssiva plantar# and 
ihanroamani all ovar tha country and 
Ovartaas. 
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S im. they filed ■ wrir m Bon^ 
i|h Court (Misc. P«ration tlSZofi?) 
throuih an individual challenfint the 
union of Indie, the Chief Controller of 
Impose and Exporu^CCI and E), New 
Delhi end the 5«tat« Tritdinfs Corpora* 
tton. The writ |>i;<ved loi the revtremt 
on (he State Traduig Curpuration and 
the CCI and K. New Delhi, to iMue 
licences und^or commit (he>unH\eenf 
imported polvettei iiUinent yarn to 
the actual usrrs The m.i>M contention 
of the petition whs th.u the maiiufac* 
lurcrs of cotton itxf ile tahne and the 

the fi|tures Biven by the Export Promo> manu(ecturer> ut textile fah. 

tinn Coiincjl du not jttve a clear picture manipulaiw exporters (»f nylon fabrics 'ic were not th«' lym.* fiJe at^tuol users 

vt the nylon fehrks exported under because then whole economy was de of polyester ftUmriu vain, and only 

the hifih unit value scheme, the reason pendent on the high prices of imported the art silk unit*, were bona/rde actual 

bemg that despite such a high incen. polyester filament yarn in (he domes* users of polvi sin I^Uniuni yarn 

live, no leal Nmn export of nylun m;. captive market. The government Once Mts (I.uullirs fj.otv had re* 
Ijbiu viok place. This wa^ due to the did noi lose any foreign exchange mmed lo th. hjd Jaw of 

Minple fact that no country m the because all the export houses and the Reliance TvxtiUs u. u* over, trade 
wiirld could buv nylon fabric*i from manufacturers*«xporters already had sources in Bomh.iv suv even in ihe 

India at a flour price of Rs S.2S per so replenishment licenses which b^ame textile policv ruiiKMinr.cd m March 

metro or above, when developed fur the import til polyester fiJa> 1981. shaduws iK Mi Vinhani'x think* 

countries like Japan were offering mem varn by virtue of (he public mg were visililc The *v,iv m which the 
polyesrei fabric^ at much cheaper notice, which was issued under in* license fur 6<>riil»av l>y<*jn»:*s plant for 
prices than the Indian nylon fabrics, structions from the then commerce the manufariore of jiMI itKe basic 
The total export of nylon fabric in minster. Mr Mohan Dhana ihe, m* maivn.i! (m (3i»)ve<ier varn) was 
iyyf7s WHS worth approximately Rs cidentally. left on a foreign tour im de laved. elM» slmwvd Mi Ambanrs 
three crures. which increased to Rs mediately after issuing tnt instruc* resurgeni influeiKi* .n ihc leniics of 
lour L'nires in 1976*77. However, there tionst But the ielasubramaniam • power The Ijum iiuidvm at the Bom* 
uasH siiady ii»ein ihe export ofnylnn Kami Desai conncciion was then set in bax rustmnv Hhi rv h local official is 
embioinered sarees, which Wise mam pUy by the polyester filament yarn de/vjng iho dirvuiveo ni the cemial 
item of demand hy iht Indian popula im^ters. led by Mr Ambani mimttnev jn i k.imph* of how Mr 

tmn roiding abroad. The export of The lobbying worked, bur onlv par* Amhanik viiim»*t fioji> vuii he utilised 
emhioidercd labncsand sareexis wd tially. On September 1977, ihe govern to fuithei iIh nUo'.oi Oiijv Vimal.** 
to he genuine as Indians residing meet amended the impoii policy. Kolialuv ir^ 1 lll.^ Ims .in Hiimial 
.ibiood create a good market fur these canalised and linked the import of growth miv nl ti*<) in lliO per cent, 
itums. The samecaiinoi be said for the polyester filament varn bv issuing is huh is t.it ,ihnod oi ihv uiher front* 
lest of the nylon fabric exports Trade another public notice (No SNd 1977) luiinoi ii> Imf^M iiMusirv-.ihv BirU 
sources in Bombay, therefore, doubt hv which the export houses m general somp.inivs uhnh grew at Jii Hnnunf 
whether the nylon fabrics exported were prohibited onlv from the import Mtc oi urtMaiii * 1(1 pvi ^icii. 
under the hiah unit value scheme of polyester fiJameni yarn Bui the At its pr••^|*nf fjioMth rate. Keii.iiice 
leaMy fetched any profits. But the export houses, whKh are manufactur will inertakc ilu* Inri*i ami thu Biilis 

|H)lyvsU‘r filament yarn brought in as a ers exporters of textiles, wore allowed hs ihc top ludnstrud liousi* hv the turn 

replemdiinenl item,of course, reaped to import the same against their repie* ol this df*c.id<* liui. .u most firiancidl 

rich profits when sold in the country, nishment licence Kurther. to keep the and cnrpot.iu c\,>i iis m lii>mhjv point 

On 22 August 1977, the Janata gov prices down and to overcome the shor* out, the cdiiK* mI K^ Ikimcv is built 
erciment issued a public notice (No 62 tage of yarn, the public notice allowed .ii<kiiiJ the pci s'*u.itiiv .md personal 

uf 1977) decanahsing and delinking the actual users taget iheir require* vuiiiuxiioii** .*1 ^ll NIutobhHi Ambani 

the import of polvester filament yarn menis of polyester filament yarn alone, if Ki*uaos>* \s<*n iv make trad* 

from the export of nylon fabrics, thus through ihe State Trading Coipora mg lusvis u\ ih<* '.tk of pnivestcr 

making all export houses eligible for tion lilameni v.jt!. u*' pi^'Wit mainstay, 

the import of polyester filament yarn. The condition of Ambani became then too ih** vimip.*o*, «Muld suffer a 
With this announcement the prices of tight due to the fact (hat all the setback ami ihr biibhJc might well 

polyester filament yarn crashed form categories of actual users of polyester burst riivncM pnlvMSH i nlpmeiit yarn 

Ks 129 per kg (excluding ex*duty) to filamem yarn became eligible for ihe plant at P.ii.iie log.i. uhich is sche* 

Rs 7S per kg. Thus, the premium on allotment of the yarn at the retention doled to gonn sin iiM bv die yeui end. 

the polyester filament yarn came prices fixed by the State Trading Cur* is at proNont m.ikm;.: Rcluiiice an 

down to only 40 per cant to SO per cent pwacion. After the notice of 2 Sepieiti* atiractive \t ih;v plant, 

from the then prevailing premium of ber 1977. the parties hitheno holding which is coming up iii cullaburatiun 

SOO per cent to 600 per cent. This gave a monopoly on polyester yarn imports with the AmuricHn uHi.pany. Du Pom. 

a crushing blow to those who were becamepanicky and. in order to create were to face any u vtbing trouble, then 

too Reliance cmild be in trpubla. 

But right now. w*hAtever the fman* 
cial pundits may sjy. Reliance with its 
attractive offer ot 1' per cenk di* 
vidend. i« ceriHittIv ilr.< o><'ST vuught* 
after share in ih'* ..to* k exchange. It 
may be a bubbb* ui ^ j gla>v dome, 
bur ReJiam v j < 'In ni ntiracrive 
ptopovition 4*« d r ' uuuroii buyer of 
shares and «lt b**iiti>M . Amr.is inng as 
Mr OhirublMi Amfi.ti.i . p ibikal mflu* 
ence lasts* -.wid ib. Ufvst I'lidgel indi* 
caccs that n i ,;rv ii>uch ihera*^ 
Reliance will con’iiiuv* tu flourish and 
prosper B 




v-;.^ ST.' ?s*;-r»r 

ggDoutKed OR lo Jtnuary 1977 and w '9 
7'Fabfvtfy the government granted* 
exemptian of 120 per cent import duty 
on the polyester filament yam by • 
special notification. Mr Am&ani*s con* 
nections paid off. This new concession 
resulted in profits of Rs 62.60 lakhs on 
the exports worth Rs one crore. a» the 
figures show i$ee table two).* 

This exemption was allowed on the 
import licence already received. Re* 
bailee was said to be holding licences 
foi Urge amounts nf imports at the 
time of tne granting of this concession 
Trade sources in Bombav assert that L 


TricSe cIrelM In Bom* 
bty.Mioy that tha Infliianca 
of pa^ta close to Mr 
Ambani Is such that even a 
public notice Issued by the 
union government can be 
ignored and a collector of 
customs can behave as If 
ha ware a law unto himself. 
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bPbCIAL HhPOHi 


omeo 


Tht tfcswie bridti/ rouph' (aboy^), D/tip Kumar and S^ira Banu, 
tn f96$, /tanked by fhv Anand and h/s wife Katpana Kantk; 
and ibe/ew) yet another ecstettr coupJe. Dslip and Asma 



and 


Jtifiet 


and 


Jdfiet 


ll seemed in keeping with our formula films—the hurt, hysterical wife, the 
mysterious other woman and the helpless man caught between his two loves. 

The eternal triangle. Except, this was no boxoffice hit; this was real life, 
starring Saira Banu, Asma and Dilip Kufnar. Even as speculation about the 
affair began doing the rounds, in an unexpected press statement, Dilip Kumar 
revealed, to the shock of his first wife and his araent fans that he had, indeed, 

married Asma about a year ago. ANIL SAARI reports. 


E 


^ ^ tfi'h one of hds a 

^ ^ I • terrain personal and 
^ ^ private chapter In 

I M the context td a man 
exposed. I have al* 

ways maintained ^ privacy Very f«w 
people know about my intimate, per 
mortal life... certain aspects of rny per 
sonal life are not open*'>-niUp Komar 
In the .^nctum of ihi> privacy, l>ilip 
Kumar. 60. is toefav the 

chessboard of both his ^lersonal and 
his public life. Bnth these worlds are 
suddenly vulnerable \t H, I'tOi Hill, 
where flilip Kumar has been living 
with Sjira Mnu for many years now. 
bcne irii the ostensible calm su(»erim< 
lU 


pos^ by the actor, a time bomb is 
tickir^ away. If Dilip Kumar keeps his 
promise to Saira ^nu and divorces 
Asma. or if Saira walks out on the 
husband who misled her, the rever* 
berations of the explocion could det* 
troy the Dilip Kumar lejtend* forever. 
After Dilip Kumar's second marriage 
was confirmed by three magaaines— 
Shame (Urdu). Sushma (Hindi) and 
C^urrenr—Dilip Kumar suddenly found 
(hat the people closest and dearest to 
him could be uncontrolUble; the actor 
who always studiously pre-planned hit 
every move and eest ure before the 
camera, found in real life that his own 
family upset his plans. 


From the very beginning. Dilip 
Kumar's brothers and sisters did not 

S t along with Saira though, sav her 
ends, she has done so much for 
them. When Dilip^ elder brother, 
Kasir Hussain, was in hospital, it was 
Saira who carried his lunch to him 
every single day, sitting on the ben¬ 
ches in the hospital corridor, waiting 
to be let in by the purses. Shortly after 
the Dilip^Saira marriage in 196^ Dilip 
had tuggested to her lhai they settle 
down in Madras because he felt that 
his family would never accept her. 
They disliked her because she was an 
•ciress (whereas Asma, two yaars 
younger than Saira, has aspirations ic 

1 ^ -i'll* 








In Boabty b«eauM 


_ 1 M ^ 1 2*^ ^ ^ ^ 


not wm to Mptrftic ptilf from tne 
broth«re «nd lister* he Att slwiyi 
loved M deerlv. 

DiT|p Kumer married Aane a year 
agc^ She lived ri^t acron the road 
from Saira Baiiu’i nouse, in the famed 
Dilip Kumar's bunfalow that every 
cab driver in ^mbay points out. Asna 
was looked aher by Dilip's yuunge*' 
brother. Ahsan Knan, and Dilip's 
favourite vistei, IvayecJa. The news 
leaked into the press from within rhe 
family. As earlv as October 1961. Mr 
Sediii Moinuddin fAsma's first hus* 
band, who divorced her some five 
years ego) revealed the information to 
news agencies but nobody Quite be* 
lieved that Dilip Kumar, almost an 
institution in the world of Indian cine* 
ma. could commit such 'folly.* It was 
then that confirmations were whis¬ 
pered by family members who had 
somehow never got around to accept¬ 
ing Saira Banu. Asma herself is said to 
he involved in the latest disclosures, 
according to a number of inside 
sourceii Si'mday consulted. For Asma, 

I he secrecy of marriaM became un* 
bearable miring the days Noorjehen 
was m India. Uilip was escorting Saira 
to all the parties and functions held in 
Noorjehan's honour while Aaina sat at 
home, unknown, unsung and totally 
frustrated. Suddenly, photostats of the 
njJre/inafflif and colour photographs of 
Dilip and Asma in an anonymous hotel 
rtvim, began circulating in Bombay 
and Delhr 

Kiir Saira Banu. the 19 February 
issue of Current, the weekly news 
tabloid published from Bombay, des* 
troyed forever the myth of her mar 
riaee. She has told close friends again 
anu again that when she had con- 
frunteo her husband with the rumours 
some time ago, Dilip Kumar had taken 
her to their terrace on the first floor, 
overlooking an expansive garden et 
the back c»f the bungalow. There, in¬ 
sists Saira. Dilip swore on the Quran 
that (here was no truth in the rumour 
that he had taken a second wife. For 
Saira that was enough. Though she had 
been brought up in Hurope, she had 
grown into an extremely religious per¬ 
son; vbe believed her husband totally 
after ih». The rest, for her. was mere 
gossip. 

U is this incident which has moat 
damaged Dilip Kumar's status, 
although in an interview to a iournal- 
ist friend after the Dublic disclosure, 
Dilip Kumar insisted (bat he had only 
sworn to Saira that her status as his 
wife would never be harmed. His de¬ 
nial. which has damaged his public 
image most of all. was issued in a press 
sratemenion 10 March. Its ambiguity, 
however, gave it an air of incredibility. 
He was now accused of being insin* 
cere, of being shouted at by Saira 
Banu's brother; his explanation about 
his second marriage and his promise to 
his first wife were just not believed. 
But he did not allow it to unnerve him. 

Saira Banu was hysterical on the day 
she hea^d the news and absolutely 
dlatrau^i ia the dayi after. But Dilip 


This ts the house where Asms Avoi. at Puh HHl. Bombay 


The nikahnama rmarr/age ddcu 
aenil of Dihp Kumar end Asma 
which also srater that the mehr 
was throe takh rupees 


resolyed 10 pick up (he pieces of his 
life once again. During (his period he 
had moved out of Saira's house, only to 
return wiihin e day or two. He now 
went out of his way to be nice to her, 
without quite being able to lift her 
spirits. Saira told Sunday what she 
had stated (o others as well: that she 
had no knowledge about Asma's exist¬ 
ence in her husband's life and that t( 
would never have her approval. She 
was nut prepared Jo share her husband 
end even tnough^she still joyed him. 
she could not live without self-respect. 
Durina the days immediately after, 
her life was shattered. But weeoina 


and lamenting was not enough.. Saira 
began an endless round of dLscuasions 
with her closest friends. Her unhappy 
but^,beautiful face magically took on 
the. shades of a woinan's most deter¬ 
mined expressions. For she was now 
fighting for her husband, her honour, 
her.pwn inner world. And DiKp Kumar 
hasj .been only tuo aware of her 
tenacity and in her insistence that a 
solution to the crisis be found here and 
now. 

It was this (hat probably prompted 
Dilip Kumar to say. during tne course 
of SuNUAV’s gticrview witn him. "I do 


not look too far out in the distance. I 
just do thinu as they come and my 
prime consideration is to be very fair 
to both the women—to Saira, who is 
deeply anguished, and to Asma, for 
whose unfortunate domestic upheaval 
1 would say I don't know who is 
responsible. I am nut much worried 
about myself but Tm trying to be very 
fair to both. My wife has been ex¬ 
tremely faithful and sreadfast in this 
(crisis). That is an unusual point. 

"Somebody else could have bypas¬ 
sed the situation altogether, (said) this 
tragedy has taken place, it is not my 
responsibility. But 1 think it would be 
very unworthy of me if 1 deny the hour 
in which this commitment (to Asma) 
was made. We'll see how things shape 
up, what comes oui. I haven't seen too 
far ouc in the distance. Maybe softie* 
where things will be stabilised. One 
can look at it in different whvs. I can 
only look at it ihe way I have been 
through the situation. 1 am human, not 
infallible, but l.have not developed a 
reputaiitm for frivolous or irresponsi¬ 
ble behaviour. I think I sheuM deal 
with the situation in a cool and firm 
manner and not get flustered. 1 have a 
sincere feeling of commitment and 






dfeMt who eta ladontand ^i will 
p«riMpi My i Uitlt prayer for me.” 

ThU line 0 / reasenijii thee Dilip 
Xuner hae given 10 Seirrs circle sug* 
geiti that he waa etnociooeUy crapped 
mce marrying Asme. But as some of 
ebeae friends have cold DtJtp Kumar, 
the expUnecion is moat unconvincing. 

DiJip Kuaiar first mac Asme in the 
company of Mr Sediq Moinuddin, 
Asma's tint husband. The couple were 
ardent fens of the actor and had fol- 


^ I" 


lowed him across the country. During 
this period, a relationship developed 
between Asmi and Dilip Kumar. 


between Asma and Dilip Kumar. 
Dilip’s explanation is that on one occa* 
sion. Asma was locked into his hotel 
room at Hyderabad by friends. It was 
supposed to be a practical joke, but it 
Uo to the beginning of an affair. This 
Keppened about nine yaars ago Later. 
Dilip used to meet Asma off and on. 
sometiaea in the compeny of her hus* 
bend end aoose times ei private tere e* 
teres. About five yeers ago. Asma was 
divorced by SadiQ Moinuddm. It is 
from this time that Dilip Kumar’s 
relationship with Asma iook on deep, 
•notional overtones. A secluded cot* 
rage at a Bangalore hotel became their 
favourite rendervous. (fncidantally. 
this Bangalore hideaway is known to 
have boM used by Oilip Kumar at 
least since 1964.) 

Dilip Kumar has told soma of Saira 
IBemi’s friends that he married Asma 
because after her divorce, she was 


down lad out and had m mean^ to 
support bers^. She refused le take 
•ay money from him and, to Dilip 
Kumar's snock. bad been reduced to 
traveUmi in buses. But perhaps he 
soon realised the fragiUcy of this ex* 
planation. for when he calked to Sim* 
DAY he tried to justify it differeDtiy. 
When asked udsetber nc now thought 
that the denial of his second marnage 
had been a.wrona aiove. Dilip Kiuaar 
said. ’‘Look at it this way. There are so 
many times in your life when we osay 
say. *How are you? How do you do?* 
You may not be feeling quite well at 
all but you say Tine, thank you.* 
'How's everythir^ at home?’ we ask. 
'Everything is fine/ you say. Every* 
thing may not be fine; there are cer* 
tain chafers in your life when your 
brother, your sister mey heve had a 
quarrel with their spouses. You still 
say. 'No. everything is fine.* It was one 
of those things which I had —which I 
was committed to. The denial is bom 
our of That, to sustain the privacy. For 
various considerations; )isko Urdu 
me/n hum masiihar Jrehre Aarn. This 
privacy, society has missed. The main 
thing IS the intent. This, you see. my 
Cod entitles me. $0 in terms of that 
title, kisi cheer ks Mhioos itmired 
hona. koi cheer ager haj to mehdood 
rereh se hgon ko uske tfmhsx.tn the 
sense that total knowledge is not re* 
levant (butj it is the perfume. And it is 
not something which is totally un* 


Bearehiog fora way to her man Is heart.> Djhp Xumar is onfy too aware that Sake » 
detaf bled to end the crisis soon 


m-: ■■ ■■■■ 


■•«r 


kDom hit k abot^ be rmintned 
within a dixie. If It goes outside..^ 
drcle then tba whole thing 
senaationni news. This has becoma 
sensational news. I^prasume.” 

At this point of the interview, DUJp 
Kumar's euphemistic style meandered 
dangerously on the precipice of dou* 
ble-meaning. One could no longer be 
sure whether at one particular point 
he referred to his denial of the second 
marriage or to the marriage itself. Ha 
said. "...And i have no regrets that*l 
denied it becau» I knew that 1 was 
committed to it. It was an understand¬ 
ing. When YOU launch imo things like 
this, you Should be prepared tor the 
consequence. 

*The convenam of that privacy was 
violated by chose who were supposed 
to bold It. I don't choose to discuss 
them but that was the course to which 
I was committed. At one time, if some* 
body was to make public a confidential 
crust kept with that person, it was 
deemed as the worst crime, but now it 
IS termed as a meritorious scoop by 
people. I've nothing ageinit it. but u 
people violate a certain understand* 
mg. if they make the whole matter 
bm, at chat point of time it Is only 
fitting that we don't grudge the press 
the fiHl information. And Tve issued a 
statement, one which 1 don't think I 
need to further substantiate. Howavar, 
various kinds of things are now being 
written which tell stories about the 
story, that this happened, that 1 took 
an oath on the Quran before my wife, 
and my brother-in-law has talued to 
me in such and such manner, which 
has no basis, no basis whatsoever. 
Nobody dared talk to me in such 


manner. 

Do you believe your fans will stand 
by you in this crisis, we asked him. 
Dilip replied. "1 don't know It is for 
me to speak out honestly on what 
transpired. And as 1 have said to so 
many people, my work belongs to the 
people no doubt. They are free to 
judge it any way they like, but certain 
aspects of my personal life are not 


They are separate. I don't 
parties, I don^ have film ioi 


have 


journal* 


ists coming in except by appointment. 
To forestw all kinds of gossip, to 


To forestall all kinds of gossip, to 
forestall all kinds of gbssip*mongers. I 
issued this statement.” 


But the sratemeat still does not 
answer crucial questions. As the wife 
td a famous film star, who is a close 
friend of Dilip Kumar, commented, 
Dilip Kumar ia a progressive and mod¬ 
em actor but at the very time ^ai 
progresrive Indian Muaflms are fight¬ 
ing ageinit the tradition that allows 
Muslim men four wives, Dilip Kumar 
has feme and taken''a aeemd wife. 
Otiier people are even leu generous le 
their couaeoa and Dilw Kumar’s 
second marriaga baa already become 
(be butt of jokes. It la, indeed, a sad 
turn for an artiate w^ always pro* 
iteted end nwhionall as a person 
riling aboee the mire gad the deceits 
of the tinsel world. Feiheps this it the 
fate of living ligands tadajr; they carry 
in tbelc own shadow tne iom cv 
■ elf-dettruction. 


«•;. ' V •>'*. 


“There is a lot in 


life that should 




be left unsaid” 


Dilip Kumar talks about his life 
and times with ANIL SAARI 


%■ 


^ 1 
V 


I 


^ ^ tviii be more con- 

^ ^ m corned e bnui the men 
m because to me the im- 
m eee is the shedaw td 
the meti und t couid 
tell you in that context we cnutd 
dtscvss the substance but f cant dis¬ 
cuss the shadow because t'm not in¬ 
volved with that. It is the reaction o4 
people. ’ 

With this preamble. Uilip Kumar 
bexan the session in whch we tried to 
pin down the compuUive tnteltecrual 
of the Hindi film vrorld: to bnng Aim 
down from the towers of ,thstraction in 
a specific chronolitgy of episodes end 
events. At the end of the inter^vtew, he 
described his life as “Almost e tex¬ 
tbook Ilf drama, full of the most un- 
Uiual twists and turns ." His romantic¬ 
ism not duite satiated hy that descrip¬ 
tion. he added. “I feel mystified at the 
way events have taken place, almost 
musterinti the course of my life. I can't, 
help being intrigued and amused by ir 
irr furns. h'rom the little boy watchitsg 
frxim behind the parapets ^the battle 
bt'twcen the British soldiers in the 
Kis.skhani at Peshawar and the 

sarhadi Pathan tribes on the roo/topa 
of the adjoining house, from this little 
hoy who saw that, the journey to the 
present juncture in hts life makes a 
story which may sound almost incredi- 
Me. At this point you may ask me 
whether I plan to write my autobiogra¬ 
phy. I would say that sometimes / do 
think of if and t (eel that I should. It 
may make interesting reding. Yet. I 
(eel I shouldn’t because there is a lot 
in life that should necessarily be left 
unsaid. ” 

Narcissistic and typically theatrical 
as this sounds, it is also true that this is 
whollv the real DiUp Kumar. Those 
who have known him intimately find 
little to dislike in the man—and this 
includes friends of Saira Banu who are 
upset with him these days. One young 
lady told him curtly that she had lost 
her admiration for him. This shook 
Dilip’s poise for a split second before 
he countered. “Don't worry, it wtti 
come beck. “ Tr\ie mou^A, a day or two 
hter. the young lady was forced to j 
confeaa that some of the admitatton -. 
had already returned. 


Q: Dilip $«heb> ivAjr ii the most 
important thing for an actor, specially 
a film actor? 

A: I think he has to have varH>u& 
attriboiet. He should, firit ^ all, re¬ 
spond lo a proposition, a sutfoshon. 
Nut only throu^ bis tniad me also 
ihrough his instinct. As a matter of 
fact. It is the instinct that is far more 
important; the mind iust gives you a 
genefal direction, it puts forward 
propositions. The mind itself becomes 
hostile to those propositions because 
they have no basis in fact. The mind is 
merely proposing certain fictional or 
hypothetical situations. And yet it is 


[ think I personally am a 
reticent fellow. I would like 
to be left alone and I don't 
mind leaving others alone. 


the mind itvelf, that having put the 
suggestion or the proposition, negates 
it oy saying that there is no truth in 
lhi$.>»oii IS a very tricky phenomenon. 
It is the inner working of the artiste, 
his mind and his personality " ■ ■■ to 
absorb the positive and Mlere the 
negntivc or absorb the negative and 
delete thv positive. In that sense the 
mind is right if, when it hecothes 
hostile to a proposition, it says that 
this situation does not exist. 

0’ Could .vou gjve an example? 

A: Kor instance, you Have the prop¬ 
osition that your beloved is parting 
forever and you have to play the scene 


77ie favourite screen couple of yetteryvars. So<»rjehan and Diiip Kumar, eaptored 
recently in a playful mood 











A psychiatrist. Or Nichol. in 
London said maybe the in* 
tensity you have portrayed 
as a young man on the 
screen has got something 
to do with the intense feel* 
mg of anguish that you felt 
as a little boy when your 
head was constantly being 
shaved... As a matter of 
fact, I have not even for¬ 
given my grandmother for 
perpetrating this torture on 
me every two weeks. 


v«ry intensely. Now in ihis c«se you 
know rhere is» no parimg. thae this 
artiste is just another colleague of 
yours and she will go'home and she 
will come back the next day for some 
other scene. So your mind, while it 
reads ihe scene and wants to act, at 
the same time la hostile to the proposi* 
tlon because there is somebody sitting 
inside you and tellinK you that this is 
nonsense, this is fiction, it hes no basis 
in facts, it is totally untrue. Hie artiste 
is caught between this duality. Now 
this may not be a conscious phe¬ 
nomenon, it may be unconKiously that 
both these factors keep on working 
and the inner struggle is that you have 
to get it through your instincts, which 
function on their own. The prere- 
ouisite of an artiste is that between 
she absorption and the reproduction 
there should be as little loss as is 

G ssible. \ don’t think that anybody 
s achieved that stage of perfection, 
but you’ve got to be as close to it as is 
possible. 

The other attributes of an artiste 
may be physical He may be attractive 
or he may have a distinct kind of 
personality which makes potential 
matena] for different types of roles. It 
is true of men, sn it will be true of 
women. Bur for an actor to be healthy 
and successful, he has to have a cer¬ 
tain measure of discipline and a fair 
measure uf the abihtv to dissociate the 
substance from the shadow, that is. the 
man from tho im-me 
Q: How do diflt-roniu/v iht 
actor from the .r vtiur /)»‘i ? 

A h't r an <Kfw; siumM .'i a 
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term. There should be no tens such as 
a star. A star is a kind of ...it's a term, it's 
coined by the marketing man. There is 
nothing like a star because the actor is 
a man or a woman and it is better to be 
more preoccupied with our work than 
with tne results of the woric, which Is 
stardom. If you are not able to analyse 
this phenomena and accept and reject 
parts nf ii. .for instance, (he public 
relations. People who come to you with 
gratitude, you loo should receive them 
with a certain measure of gratitude, 
you should show cordiality. One must 
appreciate the fact that ihey have 
been couched by vour work—this is 
one thing But to be carried away into 
another world, to consider that you 
have yet another personniiiy. and play 
up to that personality , most people 
then acquire a false personality. That 
happens to rhe best of us. 

Q: As a young man who achieved 
stardom.how duf you cushion success? 

A; One had to m verv conscientious 
about It I was eviremely disturbed by 
this public insinision into the private 
fhan. It Kared me in the beginning and 
you can’t help feeling that they are 
after the man who is there on the 
screen. When people hail you, you are 
acrually ihrotigh with that work; you 
have got no contact with it. Devdas, if 
it IS running in cinema houses today, 
and people acclain you for it, you 
realise that Devdas very securely be¬ 
long to your past. It has nothing to do 
with your present, ic has nothing to do 
with your personality or with your 
process of thinking, with the reality of 
your everyday life as you are living 
today. Therefore the contact is not 
there. One has to be able to digest this 
and appreciate the fact that people are 
responding to your woHi, the quality of 
rhe work, your stardem-^all it what 
you may. Nevertheless, it is the work 
that matters. We should have, inside 
us. a personality that keeps ot^ func¬ 
tioning in a haaJthy manner f should 
be peaceful unto myself. I must have a 
veiy peaceful relationship with my¬ 
self, I must have very peaceful, happy 
and cordial relations with those in my 
immediate surroundings. But that, one 
has to have, even if you are not a star; 
one has to have some measure of 
self-discipline In that context, I was 
lucky to have the company of very 
accomplished people. 

Q- Such as? 

A: Such as some of the best writers 
of the time. Mr Narendra Sbarma, 
Bhagwati Charan Varma, Mirsa 
Addeeb. Sadat Hasan Munto. My own 
brother was a scholar and the family 
had a literary bent of mind. During my 
infancy I had met leaders such as 
Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad. Maulana 
Mohammed Shaukat Ali.teven ivbsem- 
ber the death of Maulana Mohammed 
All anil what a tumult that particular 
event caused. Then the tetfehers. parti¬ 
cularly Naqab Saheb and Mr Ziaud- 
din—who IS now the president of the 
All India Football Federation They 
h>ive left a deep impression upon rey 
mind, in the sensd iliai they were 


scholastic a/id this was the atmosphere 
that was cuaivated. 

Cinema never used to be very popu¬ 
lar at that time. Being In cinema 
wasn’t a distinction. So, having en¬ 
tered films. 1 tried to befriend people 
who were more or less akin to those in 
my personal life. One became friends 
With Narendra Sharmu and Bhagwati 
Charan Verma and certain other very 
fine like Anil Biswas..Mr 

Siieshadar Mukherjee, and later on, 
Mehboob, who was a very Simple man 
but a very, very dedicated person. And 
in between these two lives, I kept a 
certain kind of commiM denominator, 
which helped me sustain my equilib¬ 
rium and not tilt over to the other side 
completely. The fact that stardom 
bothered me rather than pleased me 
was another helpful factor. You realise 
what vou are aoina on the screen is 
unreel, diametrically opposite to the 
real. The real man cries out for protec¬ 
tion from the unreal because the un¬ 
real IS so overpowering, so all- 
pervading. Jl invades you professional¬ 
ly and also socially. People talk to you 
about your films or about your per¬ 
formances. It is good to hear that but 
then its impact is very overwhelming. 
Sometimes the reel individuel might 
feel like caving in. 1 have seen people 
acquiring a false personallcy, tr^ng to 
sustain in private life the image mat 
they create on the screen, thereby 
losing the identity of their own perso¬ 
nality. 

Q: Were you ever tempted to recre¬ 
ate the unreal Ufe of the screen in your 
real Me? 

A: Yes, yes. yes, yes I For instance I 
did a lot of tragedy at a very young 
aae. Normally, renowned tragedians 
like Sir John Gielgud, Sir Laurence 
Olivier and others played tragedy at a 
fairly late age YouWe got to be in your 
early middle-aged years, let’s say from 
32 to 36. But to be branded as a 
tragedian when you're just barely out 
of your 20 s, has a very telling impact 
on the personality. Not on the work 
Itself, but in terms of the role that 

J ou’re portraying—a morbidity of out- 
ook does seise you. I was trying my 
best to shed It. because at that point of 
time, when I was discussing this prob¬ 
lem with some of the psychiatrists and 
drama coaches in England, they 
advised me (o change over to comedy 
from tragedy. So I came back and did 
that although in the beginnine J felt 
that I may not be able to handle 
comedy because one has to have a 
broad oase to be ablg to do different 
types qf roles. 

(?; How do you define your own 
personality? 


A: My own personality is (he fellow 
who is talking to you. M, Yusuf Khan. 
Call him by any name—call him Dilip 
Kumar, call him Saratchandra or 
aomebody else. 1 think I personally am 
a reticent fellow. I would like to be 
with a small group of my own friands. 1 
like solitude. ] like to be left alone aod 
I don't mind leaving others alone. I. 
like roaming vosmcl., throughttqrMOi 
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and througb dtffereot co«ntn«$. And 
X*f« had a natural curiodcy. a Tcry 
inieaaa cvrioalty. arar tinea 1 can 
ramanber. As a fitiU boy. I ramatabar' 
askinf, why data (ha brook flow, 
whera dots the water coae from and 
whara doaa it fo? I like baini playful 
like any other nomal human beinc. 
When you're in tune with (binfs or 
with nature, (hat's the time when you 
feel that you're seeing the phenomena 
of life, actually experiencing the 
sensation and the time as it flows 
Otherwise, 1/ you're too busy wim 
things, too preoccupied with one issue 
or another, yas. you may handle 
things, you may court conflicts, you 
nay have your own achsaeements and 
be materially involved with them Bur 

K develop kinks in your nature and 
me (uo bloated with the idea that 
you are a star, too preoccupied with 
siacdom* itself. 

I feel this phenumenon ts entirely 
externalised and eventually you get 
•drift. You and your inner being on 
one side of the river and the outer 
personality floating across soma- 
where. As long as these two> are one 
togetner. (hen you can sustain the 
balence in your outlook and your ev> 
eryday living. It is mura a question. 1 
repeat, it is more u question of urn 
plifying things rather ‘han of elabora* 
tion. Simplify work, pain, life, people, 
yuurself. Simplify ihe issue. In a way 

? ou are the vehicle, (he instrument. 

ftu are priijectlng something, so do n 
to the best of your jhility, work hard, 
work as hard as you can. go profes¬ 
sionally intothe third dimension of the 
characters that you portray. Uo it. but 
sustain a balance .\nd that balance 
comes through simplification. 

Were you sty as a chiW’ 

A: Yes. I was a shy and very 
introvert child but whai helped me 
very greatly wes sports. I cannot fully 
emphasise the importance of sports in 
restoring my self confiderwe. 

O: Can you iJlustrate this? 

A: Like, for-instiince. plaWng foot¬ 
ball. My grandmother had a feeling, or 
somebody must have told her (they 
have I heir own ritu,tls and religious 
feelingsi Chat since 1 was a fair child>> 
they said that the child i$ good looking 
and must ba disfigured in some way>^ 
as they put black marks on your fore* 
head, or here and there. They said that 
you should shave off his head. Now, 
being in an English medium school, 
the Maven head wa^ j great disadven* 
tage, I think it was <ihaitering for a 
vuiing child. I remember .shedding si* 
lent 'tears when the barber used to 
come to shave off mv head. I used to 
play football with my cap oa. Our 
coach atked me i» take otf the cap. 
Now football was u mailer of life and 
death: (hat game to me was really a 
natter ol bu and death. 

I bad something to prove, at if thera 
was sonething that had to be proved. 
In (he schou game I really was far 
suportor 10 my colleagues. Even in 
abNiev alibou^ matbemaiics didn't 
c«M wgUy to me I could never be 
... 


good at it and thereby lost a good 
aseny maria But I would get 70 or 72 
per cent in Ei^lish, 7S in Literarura. in 
Urdu, in Persian. I waS fond of Geoi^ • 
phy tiod History. In my favourite sub¬ 
let 1 did exceedingly well. 1 would 
write three essays h^ause two of my 
friends were not very proficient' I 
always took great delict in writing 
essays. But sports was something 
where I felt 1 was liberated. As you (un 
against the wind, carrying the ball 
with you, with another eleven players 
pitched aurnsi you. tu prevent you ... 

I am stul an almost fanatical sports- 
sqan Wbat Prakash Padukone does, 
how be survived (his morning (19 
March, in iha tournament) in spile of 
his cold and fever. And the ciKumst- 
antes of Michael Ferreira winning the 
worldxhampiunship, this new youngs¬ 
ter iGeet Sethi) coming in and defeat* 
mg two of our world ebampions. and 
squash and cricket and hockey, tennis, 
boxing and those halycon days of Joe 
Louis, if vou remember S used to go 
out of my way to see those fights when 
they were shown on local Kreens dur¬ 
ing (hose days. LJier on I saw a lot of 
fights in England. And in football, the 
rise and fall of (he great Arsenal team, 
the Chelsea, Wolverhampton, the Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspurs, how they have risen 
from the third division tv the very 
from of the ga^ 1 have seen a film on 
Fele. I've seen Prie play. Only about 
four days ago. I play^ a match with 
the memberi of Parliament fat Cha- 
xiabad) and scored 34 runs which com 
prised five fours and a six. It gave me * 

t reat feeling, it's totally different. You 
pel absolutely on top of the world 
when you are raid dime your sirokei^, or 
when you play bacminton nr any 
game. 

Sporis. yes, (hat's what we are talk¬ 
ing abouiw.|h« emancipation of (hat 
iimid. introveri. shy. young bov with a 
shaven head. Sporis cane to hi$ res¬ 
cue. And when I was discussing it with 
a psychiatrist. Dr Nkhol. in London, 
he said maybe (be intensity that >(»u 
have ponrayed as a young man on (he 
screen has got something to do with 
the intense iWlingof anguish (hat you 
fell as a little boy when your bead was 
connandy being shaved; this is maybe 
something that was pent up in you I 
felt (ben that fhare is relevance to 
what they are saying. Because true 
enough. I have rxever forgotten. As a 
matter of fact. I have net even for 
given my grandmother for perpetrat 
mg this torture un tne every two 
weeks. But then, in a way. 1 should be 
thankful to her because that torment 
became the essential part 6f (he equip¬ 
ment with which Dilip Kumar func- 
tiuaed for quite some time. As you 
grow, you gain through these similai- 
(ties, experiences and phenomena. 
Also, the environment shapes a man in 
growing up with a certain measure of 
poise. 

Q: Since you cane to a carver in 
fUms after doing yout graduarwrt. 
wAick wot rare in your time, M you 
meet any obieettoas from your in- 
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I always took a great de¬ 
light in writing essays. But 
sporis was something 
where I telt I was liberated. 

As you run against the 
wind, carrying the ball with 
you, with another eleven 
players pitched against you 
to prevent you... 

mediate social ttrcle? 

K. Eveti before me, Mr Prithvimj 
Kapoor was a person who had done hU 
graduation In fact. In (hose days hU 
company used to advertise: 'Mr Prith- 
viraj, B A 'He was a university'man 
and I think there have been others. 1 
think all of us have come across 
opposition froM the family, because 
the profession as such did not an^oy 
prestige Now. of course .. And (his is 
as true of India as anywhere else in the 
world The President of one of the 
greatest powers in the world is a 
former actor« Ronald Reagan. But a( 
that time things were a bit difficult. 

Q Vou have been criticised for 
interfering in the scripts and in the 
direction of the films you act in. 

A I would Nke you, iust for that 
sake, (o clarify with people tikk (direc* 
(ori Tapan 5inha whom I hold in very 
greai esteem, or men like Mr 8. R. 
Chopra wiih whom I've worked or Mr 
Ramesh Sippy. I canrMi refer to Mr 
Mehbuob. Mr Asif or Mi S. $. Vasan, 
because (hey are no more. You should 
ask Mr Nagi Reddy wiih whom I work¬ 
ed. You cannot interfere or override 
(he producer'^ concept of a certain 
script or an idea. You can coordinate 
in an agreeable manner. 

When I worked with people like Mr 
Mebbooh and Mr Bima! Roy and Mr S. 
S Vasan. men like Mr Asif or Mr 
-Mukherjee or Mr Chopra, it wasn’t 
because 1 rnierfered but I coordinated. 
This is a sort of creative communica 
tion and in (his communication one 
has to be very disciplined, because 
very accomplished people wouldn't 
want to work with you again and again 
if you interfered. You havdto creative* 
ly coordinate and cooperate. Some¬ 
times you come out with things which 
would never haw struck them and 
they accept (hr suggestions. Bu( one 
should, have the discipline to also 
accept a rejection. At those times, 
leave vour film per&onaliiy behintf If 
you talk to ihesa people it wil) clarify 
the general miscanception (hat 1 tnier* 
fere. 1 do take very active interest in 
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Why ride just a bike 
when you can ride a iegend ? 










the film's script, not only* in my own 
character but in (he general orchestra' 
tion of the conflict. And if I don't tike a 
certain script or a role. I don't da.i(. UI 
like it wd, if I feel that certain sugges' 
lions ought to be implemented, it is 
done at the very outset. 

Q: When did you decide to he sefec- 
five about your rofes? 

A: Prom the very beginning. When 
my contract with Bombay Talkies was 
over, 1 waited for about eight to ten 
months and did not take up any film, 
although many films came my way and 
1 didn't have money either, li was after 
a wait uf ten months that 1 took two 
films. One wes Shahetd and the other 
was Mefa. For ten months I had no 
work. I and Asif used to go to Nariman 
Point in Bombay and sit there I think 
that was the crucial ohasa. 1 got a lot of 
offers but ( heard the stories and for 


stories and for 


some reason or the other. I didn't like 
them. The two stories that appealed to 
me were Shahted and Meia. 1 
accepted both those films. The pati¬ 
ence at that time and the withholding 
of oneself in spite of financial difficuT 
ties and various kinds of probldms, 
paid off. All the big talking producers, 
each one of them to whom 1 had said 
no, had actually felt that they had the 
roia of the lifetime for me. a newcom¬ 
er. 'You would be right on the top of 
things, you don't know this business, 
don't refuse offers, take ofYers, you 
have no work, you will be obliterated ' 
All these considerations seemed very 
real at that point of time, but 1 stayed 
back and 1 think that was a sensible 
thing to do. 

Q: Uo you ever pUn to direct a film 
in your own name? 

A: Well, this questiun must remain 
off the record because I have directed 
films ..in certain cases the pictures got 
into difficulties I design^ ihv film. 
in.*smuch as I wrote ihe screen pi av 
But i never styled myself as a director 
1 take after Mr S. Mukherjve He used 
to think of Ihe project, mould the 
project and never call himself the 
director. 

Q: Why not come out openly as a 
fiimmaker? 

A' I don’t know, 1 think it's better to 
give the name of a good, energetic 
assistant. He feels elevated. I did f^an- 
ga Jamana. My brother wa$ the prop* 
rietor of (he concern. The only credit^ 
th'at I took was for the story* 
screenplay, and (it wasi produced by 
Dilip Kumar 

Q: in mani' of your memorable roles, 
you have played a viiiager or a com- 
mon man ughung for a pface of honour 
under the sun. Did the freeefom mo re- 
men t during your youth ixi/iueiisr the 

selection of such roles? 

A: You see. I select a subject in 
terms of its totelity. It may be a 
comedy, it may be a libour*criented 
(hama. a pure leva story, or mayba a 
historical film. 1 am doing • faw char- 
aetor rolas now^they ara the princip* 
•1 chdracteri in the fllmi. One is a 
ia^uf'Mnafomant oriented one. tl)e 

* « * 


disorder, the third i$ higt e personal 
story of an individual. I don't tn in 
anything penicutar es such. 1 prefer 
themes with a certain social weight, a 
script with certain social burdens to it. 
You can't always get what you want. 
And also. 1 woufd not like to be 
entirely «and too heavily burdened 
with contemporary themes because 
then It becomes a monotony in itself. 

In the personal context, I remember 
when I was employed in (he Willin 
dan soldiers' army canteen, the sc 
dier% and the officers, who were peo- 
pie from the civilian walks of life~ 
they were not the regular British army 
as it was undersiood^wara a different 
cadre of people Here were people 
from everyday homes, everyday walks 
of life. They liked tounderitano things 
and in the camp they used to call me a 
Gendhiwei^h. This was when Candhl- 
ji and other people were in Yeriveda, 
the prison lust outside Punt, next to 
the Agha Khan Pelece. 

O' Wert you potitical during your 
youth? 

At I don't think so. 1 still do not 
really consider myself • very politi¬ 
cised person but there is no doubt that 
rd like to know more. More so. be¬ 
cause after we have bKome a free 
nation, the great, lofty spirit and lofty 
values have caved in and tou find 
values of expediency and utility com 
me m Some of these values are no 
values at all. It's a valueless society, 
both in terms of the voice of the 
people and the gu\ernmeni that we 
select. We don't find men of that 
stature and calibre any more I don't 
know whet has happened and where 
they have disappeared. 

Q- Whai is the secret of your long 
innings at the top in tndien crncma.’ 

A: Today's film stars are also ex 
tremelv popular—Amitabh. Oharmen- 
dra. Jeetendra. Shashi—these are verv 
popular figures now , 

Bur rrt their rase ft rs nor vet the 
same thing as u is with S'Ou. Pei 
An and and Raj Kepuor. 

A Perhaps it has something to do 
with the partern of the material—the 
storv material—of which the whole 
stvie has changed the world over. Look 
at the fancy films that are coming from 
Hollywood and^from the «'est—5rar 
Wars, conquest of space, spy films and 
so on. Science fiction or qriminulogyt 
highly evolved methods end very, very 
imaginative indeed but how far are 
they relevant to our present, everyday 
life? Look at the great decline in the 
calibre of literature, for instance. That 
is to sav, compare the Thirties and 
Forties with the present day Htera* 
(Ore. I was reading a novel that some¬ 
body gave me—a Imtseller—and near¬ 
ly Sd pages were given to the rape of a 
white women by a black man. I don't 
think that could constiniie good litera¬ 
ture. Similarly, a bestselling movie. 
So, tastes have changed 

Abroad, at the great managamtnt 
tables, whan thaaa financial prophtti 
hod that wlaciad thamei hava bean 





I select a subject in terms 
of its totality...! don't go in 
for anything paniojlar as 
such. 1 prefer themes with a 
certain social weight a 
. senpt with certain social 
burdens. 


businessmen, they don't want to sink 
their money. They, therefore, deter* 
mine the maxims on which thay must 
operate. Thev are setting forth a world 
trend, we uniy emulate rriem. We don't 
have any more Ssrauhandra Chatter- 

S ees or Munshi Premchands or even 
Irishan Chandras or Josh Mahahbadis 
and Bankimehandrs Chatterjees.We 
don't have the giants who wrote great i 
poetry or good literature It is because] 
the accent today, in modern education,^ 
IS more on science and technology, onj 
medicines and professions and voce-; 
nuns. There is very Utile inducement' 
for a student to take to art ur culture,: 
because that down't mean reitpec(Bbie[ 
living. This trend has its own repercus-i 
siuns Maybe 20, .10 or VI years from| 
now vou wi|] find that yes, we have: 
improved our roads, really mastered! 
the irngation problem, contained ourj 
rivers and rheir mammoth floods and, 
have flourishing fields. But you'll find! 
that we'vv neglected our culture, liter -1 
aiure. our pamiing. We may become a' 
ciiltureless society...but then, perhaps, 
M won't come to that because things do! 
work and adjusi 

Q Wha t factor s con rri bu ted to .vu UP' 
amaring success story? 

A. 1 think It was just good fortune, 
because I found manv competent peo¬ 
ple around me. Somehow or the other, 
nature compensated me for (he cruelty 
of my dadima (grandmother) shaving 
my head every other weak. And things 
worked .out af ter that. Perhaps it was a 
blessing in disguise 1 don't find any 
extraordinary quality within me. I feel 
I work hard, honestly, t try to retain 
simple responses to life. Stmetimes it. 
gets me into problems but if you go 
through life with a certain measure of 
honesty, people not only become com¬ 
passionate towards you but they may 
also (and to condone your shortcom* 
Ings. I cannot rationalise it. I can't 
rationalise my entry into this media; it 
wes not of my own making...And most 
of the things I have around me, frankly 

speaking. T don't think that they are 
out of any conscious or conscientious 
design by me. I'm more the fellow who 
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State of the city's once-revered medical institutrons where 
patients are victims of indifference. 
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V isiting hours in one of the 
major hospitals of Calcutta. 
In the far comer of one of 
the many wards, sits an old 
man huddled on a thread* 
bare, blood-stained mattress. Lean, 
with sunken eyes and cheeks, be looks 
a pitiable object. We make our way to 
him, moving very carefully between 
beds, patients on the floor and dirt, 
The old man's eyes light up as he sees 
us. We ask hioi his name. "Kalikama 
Mandal.*' be says, How long had he 
been in the hospital? Where was he 
from? '*6abu," he tells us, came 
here three weeks ago whan I told my 
son that 1 had been having terrible 
pains in mv chest." He was from the 
suburbs Wasn't there a hospital near 
his home, we ask. "Everyone told me 
that the best hospitals and the best 
doctors were In Calcutta and 1 would 
be cured faster. But coming here has 
been a mistake. I have suffered more. I 
have been telling the doctors and the 
didis (nurses) to see if I need an 
Operation hut they don't even buther 
to talk 10 me. 1 know I won't live long 
but it is better to die on the streets 
than here." Kalikanta Mandal had a 
point. Even with all the dirt and 
s<iuilor. some of Calcutta's streets 
look n^uch cleaner than the hospital 
wards 

Once august institutions, Calcutta's 
hospitals have been turned into virtual 
nignimares. Goes the common saying 
in Calcutta: "Once you enter a hospit¬ 
al, you will never return home alive." 
Most of the city's major infirmaries 
have today aenerated into dens of 
anti-socials. Vagrants live outside the 
hospital buildings and often with the 
active collusion of the hospital staff 
make their homes in the hospital coni- 
dors. At night, the local toughs take 
over the premises revelling in drunken 
cerrousals. Ac daytime, the icaA 
jnechan (workers') unions rule sup¬ 
reme, often holding to ransom the 
hospital administration. And some of 
the hospital doctors, for their part, 
spend more time at (heir private cli¬ 
nics than at the wards. Result: 
thousands of helpless patient^ have to 
resign themselves to accept the hospit¬ 
al staff’s callous indifference 

The inefficiency and apathy has now 
so crippled the hospitals (hat even (he 
normally lechargic. kowtowing-to* 
union-pressure Left Front government 
has stined awake. In February, Wri¬ 
ters Buildings, the state secrerarlat, 
announced the appointment of a three- 
member coiunitiee to look into (he 
aUegacions. Surprise raids, with Mr 
Jatin CKakravarty, the PWI) minister 
who was then acting as (he health 
minisiar. often accompanying the 
police parties, were conductad at the 
boepital prtBUsae to nab the unautfao* 
flaed occupapis. One obvious reason 
the goverument's sudden flurry of 
lAdvity, is perhaps, the auccetoing 
scandals that have lately rocked the 
hospitals and prompted Mialled press 
covtrags. There have bean many Mad* 
line-grabbing news items, In January, 
a patient at the Medical Colfagt hoe* 




A common ughi: pot tents m bod end 
on the Po or 

piti] diad whan kerosana instaad of 
salina wa» admmisterad to har; in tha 
sama month, a fiva^yaar old admit¬ 
ted to the sama hospital with «a$tro- 
enteritis and savara dehydration had 
to have the skiij on har finders grafted 
whan gangrene sal in because^ 
according to the doctors aitendmg 
har—of "accidam*' and '‘evtramelv un- 
hygienic cnndiiiont in the children's 
wards.’* 

Amid such prev,.iling conditions, it 
was not surprising to hear that a 
patient had naen given a Iifa*saving 
capsule on the night of Friday 19 
March, containing no medicine but 
ordinary sand. As soon as the news 
reached the health minister. Nam 
Bhattacharya. he ordered the state 
drug controller to seise the stocks of 
the life-saving drugs, apparently pro¬ 
duced by a central government under¬ 
taking. 

The kerosene instead of saline inci¬ 
dent occurred on 26 January 19H2, Mrs 
Sayeeda Khatun (2Sk a mother of 
three children, had been suffering 
from severe stomach aches. She had 
been admitted to the hospital and an 
operation, salphing-ophrectomy, had 
hWn performed. After the operation. 
Mrs Sayeeda Khatun was given a 
saline transfusion. The neat day, 
a nurse strangely found a strong 
smell of kerosene coming out of the 
operated patient's body. Within a 
short time, (he patient was dead. The 

E olice were informed and in the early 
ours of the morning, (he saline bottle 
containing kerosene was seized and 
(he body sent for post-mortem. The 
post-mortem report confirmed that 
(here was "smell of kerosene oil in the 
dead body." Added to it was the brief 
note: "Causes of death will be ascer 
rained after receipt of chemical ex¬ 
amination report.* After a few days, 
however, the case seemed to have 
been hushed up. 

But the hospitals did not stay long 
out of the news. On 26 February, Jatin 
Chakravarcy told reporters at Writers 
Buildings that the Electromadical 
Allied Industries fEMAl). a state gov¬ 
ernment undertaking established in 
thd early Stvamies. was supplying the 
KaapUala su^npndard equipment, and 


! " said he was only echoing the com¬ 
plaints of hospital authorities, and 

i added he would, perhaps, think of an 
alteroative arrangement after hearing 
from industry minister. Kanaiial Bhat- 
lacbarya. Obviously he was hinting at 
switching to private firms for future 
purchase of X-ray machines. Bhat¬ 
tacharya. who IS from (he Forward 
Bloc, was infuriated because Chakra- 
varty went to the press before talking 
to him The chief minister. Mr Jyoti 
Basu, intervening, cook the industry 
minister's side, saying at a press brief¬ 
ing on S March that was attended by 
the warring ministers. "We have to 
make do with what we have." We can't 
run to America for X ray machines, he 
said. He later announced he would 
personally enquire into the matter. 

Sc Npay's investigation confirmed 
uiuch of Jetin Chakravarty's allega- 
tluns. At the Medical College, one of 
India's premier hospi(a1s,an EMAI X- 
ray machine installed only in 1980 har 
been out of order for months now. 
despite repeated complaints to the 
company. The smaller, portable 
machines arc mnre prone to defects; 
one in Medical College and two in 
north Calcutta's R C Kar hospital are 
presently out of order. Most of the 
machines at the other hospitals func¬ 
tion only in "fits and starts"; one 
primary cause of trouble is oil leaks 
from I he transformers. The portable 
machines, say radiologists, often break 
down as they are moved from ward to 
ward; their intricate parts are dam¬ 
aged by the jerks. Suggestions to alter 
(he wheel design, they say, have fallen 
on deaf ears. 

Worse. EMAl's servKing is extreme¬ 
ly poor because of their inadequate 
staff strength. Hospitals have often to 
wait for months for small repairs, and 
allege radiology department staff 
members. Krews and other parts of 
inferior quality are used. At R. G. Kar 
hospital, when there was no response 
to their complaints to replace a cable, 
doctors, in desp.ration, detached one 
from an idle machine and fixed it lu 
(he outH^f-order equipment. Recalls a 
cai^cer radio-therapist at bSKM (more 
commonly known as PG or Presidency 
General) hospital- "In the earlier days 
Siemens, the film's machines we still 
use, would send their engineers to look 
into defects within hours of a phone 
call." Interestingly, even Siemens' ser¬ 
vicing now IS no more as prompt. And 
(he reason is rhe long delay in pay¬ 
ment of bdls from government hospit¬ 
als, (hanks to bureacratic red tape. 
Some private firms allege they have 
not been paid even after two years of 
suboLitting bills. "Some arrangement 
should be made to clear these bills fast 
in the interest of patients," said a PC 
hospital doctor, many serious can¬ 
cer patients have to go without radio¬ 
therapy for months, because of the 
uncleared bills " Indeed, as Jyoti Basu 
emphasised recently, the entire set-up 
in the hospitals need overheuling. 
And it is good (o know that acting 
health nimster. Jattn Chakravarty, is 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Bangladeshis 


bloodksN CDuj^tf ke your choice Th« 
irony is that it wu Fresidant Saicar 
who had just Riven Ershad a rwi^’year 
aitransion of tenure and thereby kept 
him chief of the army. 

The deeper quefcion is why our two 
Islamic neighbours. Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, nnd it impossible to sus- 
tain civilian and domi>cratic govern* 
ments. Isihis wmethmit tudo with the 
puliiK’al consciousness of the Mussul 
man. or n it more related to . the 
unique history ul this regioriMt is an 
ifltereiting fact that ilie only two Mus* 
Jitn nations in the w’orid biung run by 
democrat kjIIv elected guvernmenis 
are Malovsiu and Iran The example of 
Iran shows ihai ihe fundamentalist 
Mu5su]man is arrualiy a str<ing propu 
neni of the pohiics of mass opinion, 
even to the extent of desiabilising 
insrttuttons and ihreuiening the cohe 
Sion that keeps a viate together. 
(There is truth too m Khomeinn posi* 


vacant Presidenttai chair. He '‘per* 
suaded* Sattar to become the BNP 
candidate: Ershad was a very "persoa* 
iive" general indeed. 

He played a pan in the quiet nego* 
tiations with India to ensure peace in 
Bangladesh in those troubled times. 
Hr '‘ensured" a peaceful campaign, 
and then he ensured a BNP victory. 
And JUST in case Justice Sattar might 
have begun to feel that the vKiory of 
the IS November elections was a 
hiuffli^ of the civilian political sys¬ 
tem. ershad called m Indian corres¬ 
pondents and sent word to Satrar 
through them ihai he wanted a share 
in power—^fictally Cenerals da not 
normally do this sort of thing in a 
democracy. So when Justice Satiar 
tried to assert his independence o( the 
aimy in the appointment ol a vice 
president (that is. a potential succes¬ 
sor under the terms of the Bangladesh 
Constitutionj it was inevitabTe that 
there would be either a hloodv or a 


'Ahdtis SAtt^r non uiulvr home arrt^st 


S omHimcv nothing faiK like 
I he smooth charade 
of democracy which suc¬ 
ceeded ihc assasstnation of 
the unforiuitare 7.ia has finally 
come gasping in on end. The public 
r«]aiinn> iiilicers wh'> Nomeiimes mas 
queriide as diplnmjrs must iW sitting 
quietly hi home lodav. evading thuse 
who had caDud the elections which 
formaliv saiiclMiitcd the power of 

i aiiab Ahdiis Satt.ir an exercise in 
utility 7 hose lleciion". held only in 
November last year, were tiiimpeted 
as virtuous mauifestatiohs of Zia's 
"legaev ol democracy"; it was a chorus 
led by politicians and diplomats and 
gladJv joined hy a pliant Weitem 
media. But onyune peeping behind the 
stage into the dressing room clearly 
found that the MciTim of power in 
Bangladesh still rested with the army. 
Additional power centres had de¬ 
veloped. of course, in the half decade 
that Zia ruled the country. Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. for instance, whose ambassador 
now played a significant role by lend¬ 
ing nis weight to one faction or 
another. Then there was the resurg¬ 
ence of the Awami teague; that too 
became a factor to take into account, 
the insritution of the Presidency, the 
Parliament' these too ware power cen¬ 
tres. But everyone knew tnat if any¬ 
thing held this brittle BNPereated 
system up it was the army. 

Even President Zia knew that and 
neiiher his knowledge, nor hi$ glamor¬ 
ous armv cHreur. nor his reasonable 
success(III sunt in power could save 
him from the bullets of an ambirtous 
assassin That was <*s vkar a message 
as any ihoi the army, ur enough ele 
meniv m it. could nut be taken for 
granted, not even by Zia. And General 
Ershad never made any secret about 
hi« pisuiaJ position in the affairs of the 
country after Zia’s death. First, he 
"persuaded" an ailing Justice Saner 
rn kavi* hk hosniMi «nH vit nn the* 


rruckfnad ct araied Bang/adrshr svidt&n escort rng A Mui Saner during e/ec irons 
whose verdict she armv drd nor honour ufrimatef* 


^jm 










m r«* 
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Uvn that (eudaU^m anti Uiamic. and 
therefore the royal famiiy which 
makes Saudi Arabia comparatively 
>iahle must he deitrovedj The para¬ 
dox i< that such ail uncontroUed re 
volution the Iranian one ii bound to 
acquire hysterical and repressive over¬ 
tones. 

Klectural democracy i$ a new phe¬ 
nomenon in the world; Muslim popula¬ 
tions have challenged Muslim rulers 
for much lonper tKan ihai—indeed, 
frnm I hr very early days after the 
Prophet's death (n recent times we 
have seen the examples m PakisMii 
iind Iran. But to eqiiaie the coups ui 
BiinKlJdesh to this historv would be 
erroneous, because the B.inplddeshi 
masses are clearly divorced fmm the 
shenanigans of their ruling class; they 
ure not involved, and it does not really 
mutter to them whether it is a Zia who 
lulcs or u Sdtiar or un Ershad. The Iasi 
time the nature o( a ruler mattered ro 
them ennugh wna m IS*0. But whar 


perhaps mako each usurper more 
acceptable in a .Muslim (‘uuntiy is the 
deeprooied concept amonp Muslims 
that I he people have a right to remove 
a rider it he has beermie an oppressor 
lit was this argument that the assas- 
sins of Sadat used during the trial > 
And each new ruler speaks m the 
name of Allah and defines the man 
deposed as a (vrant.. 

PakiMan was an idea which prosed 
strong enough to aeaie a soitniry— 
bui creating a viable poliiy was 
another mailer Politisians discos*eied 
that a country had fallen inin their lap. 
hut they did not know what to do w’lih 
it. Within a little more ilian two ycais 
after independence. India had u Con- 
siitutiun. and within five veurs of 1^7 
a general election. Political traditions 
were quickly made and took root heie 
Pakistan |usi could not furm a C'lm- 
stituiion because the essential dichu- 
lomv in Its creation prevented ii Irom 
doing SO! would it Ik* a rs'ligiuus stale 



An Awamj Leagire poster par up during the e/ectwns. dep*ctj/ijt the ma«sacre 
AfWt from Wiv/fr’r portrait. J» afso i/rueH that rd pre^iJtmul c.indrdiuc l/uv sam 



Cen FnM prfdui*t>lv il«p 


nr a secubi one? It had heen won on 
ihr priniiple of I'cligion. but hnw du 
vou lun a modern statu without allow' 
ingthe Iwinks to take or gnu Jiiteiesi? 
Perhaps Jinnah died too soon, and 
Liaquat All was shot too quickly and 
Suhrawardy vuuld never find iiciutu 
ante because of his race cerrmnlv the 
others were too small lo staiiiie and 
lou limned m mind lu puivide tli« 
intellvc'iual foel which could sustain 
and retain n siaii*. The ciMlian’v 
wejpons Ale nut guns: they are the 
mind and the heart. I'nfujtunately, 
when these fad it is always the guns 
which take over. The ivms took over 
Pakistan. 

If the division of Pakistan was in¬ 
evitable before, it became more im¬ 
mediate after Ayub Khan became rul¬ 
er; the gencial would never have the 
ability (D understand a problem a< 
complex as (his. Bui the old and assen- 
tial confusion did not disappear from 
Dacca with the creaiion of Bang¬ 
ladesh: now the opposing viewpoints 
began fighting in (he new capita) fur 
another countrv which hud suddenly 
fallen into the lap of (he politicians. 
The venaliry of Sheikh Mu jib's follow¬ 
ers. and the ^veakness which the great 
Sheikh displayed when ha was asked 
tn tackle the problem, only hastened 
(he disintegration of a civilian rule 
which was already under attack from 
the fundamentalist elements for talk¬ 
ing of secularism It had taken the 
armv mure than a decade lo take 
charge of Pakistan when it wrus united; 
in Bangladesh the armv iiMik only five 
years. 

In a distraught social environment, 
the army ends up as ihe only institu¬ 
tion which ha« the discipline and ihe 
authority lo actjuire power whenrvoi 
it pleases. Civihans are as greedv as 

K nerals^but the civilians lu«e out in 
t power game because they do nut 
take as much care of their followers, 
(he people, as (he generals take of 
(heir foDuwers, the soldiers. 











*The people are 
indifferent* 

Writes Syed Kamaluddin, reporting from Dacca on the recent coup 

T he proclimiihon of the second ised Chanel's Hv may also become to time and nominate another persor 
mameJ Uw rule in about unpredictable But that would be a<i the Hresident of Bangledesn. The 
eight years' time on the morn* another story President so nominated by me shalJ b< 

in^ of 24 March 1982. by army in his proc lama non, Oen. Lrshad the head uf stale and act it) accordant 
chief of staff U Ceneral Hos* said that manial law had ro be de with my advice as CMLA and perforrr 

sain Mohammad Ershad and (he re- dared as the situation in the country such functions as assigned to him b} 

move! of the consiiturionallv elected had taken the economic life lo a posi me*" 

e )vtmmen( of Pretideni Abdus Sattar tion of collapse, the civil admlmstra- Although in an early morning swoop 
ei pul an end to the relentless non had become unable to function on 24 March, an undisclosed numbei 
rumours of the past six months, effectively and wanton corruption at of former ministers, politicians and 
However, the event has been received all levels prevailed causing unbear student leaders were arrested, no un 
by (he people with pronouncesl iitdlf- able sufferings to the people. He said' toward incident was reported. The 
ference. (the) law and order situaiion has persistant rumours about an impend 

A fish vendor, when asked to com deteriorated lo an alarming state, ing miJirery takeover appeared to 

meat on the military takeover, said; seriously threatening peace, stability, have prepared the people psychologl 

"It does not matter much to me. 1 will tranquility and life with dignity when rally for such an event and they 
continue to work hard as before and bickering for p<iwer among members accepted it calmly when it actually 
remain as poor. 1 really don't care." of the ruling party ignored the duly to inok place. Complete normalcy pre 
This may nut be the typical reaction of the state wnich jeopardised national vailod which prompted the new milir 
an articulate Bangladeshi inthispoliii- security and sovereignty.** hi his ary authority to relax (he curfew hours 
rally volatile country. It. nevertheless, capacity as the chief mania! law admi- from between 9.CO pm and 5.00 am to 
is tne reaction of the commun man. nistrator tCMl.Ai. Ershad has assumed between lUDO nm and 5.00 am. 

The proverbial common man be- the full command of all the forces in Former President Abdus Sattar sur 
lieves Ershad when he says in his the country. He will soon appoint a prised many ubservers in Bangladesh 
procJamaiion that the army took over figurehead President and a council of by trying to justify the proclamation of 
the government to save the country edvisers to help him run the admmis- military rule in the country. Over the 
from an "economic disaster and ruina rration He is the chief executive of radio-television network, he said that 
tion** as a result of the wrongpolicies the governmeni. He has also promised the country’s law and order, economic 
of the previous government, ^e com- to hold elections in the country as soon and political situation had reached a 
mon man will be glad to know that he as the atmosphere becomes congenial stage where proclamation of couniry- 
is planning to improve the situation On the appointmeni of a president, wide martial law became inevitable in 
and will surely try to be helpful with- the CMLA said; "I may nominate any the national interest, in his brief, 
out creating any fresh problems The person as President ot the country ei ihree*minuie speech, Mr Sattar said 
ordinary Bangladeshi is also a patient any time and who shall enter upon that throu^out his life, he worked in 
man and can wait for a long time if he office of the President after taking the interest of the country with sincar* 
finds (hat changes, albeit slowly,are oath before the Chief Justice of Bang i^ and dedication. He conv^ed his 
becoming evident. But he could gra ladesh or any justice of the Supreme sincere thanks to all including the 
dually become an angry man if the Court designated by me. f may rescind armed forces for extending all help 
new regime fails to bring in the prom- or cancel such noroinetion from time end cooperation to him as the elected 


People file past the coffin of formet President Zieur RaHmvt 







Military rule will not 
solve any problems 


T here is one lessun which 
we have learnt from milit¬ 
ary dictatorships ail over 
(he world: once thej^ usurp 
power, they do not give ii 
up easily. Or if they do withdraw (o 
(he barrackii it is only for a short 
while. Take the case of Pakistan 
After its debacle m the 1971 war 
with India, the armv look a back 
seat. onW to take over the reins of 
power alter some years. In the case 
of Bangladesh, after ihe assatsina 
lion of 2ia» history has ogam repe 
ated itself. The urmv is like a ti- 

t er^nce it has tasted human 
lood. it always remains a man 
eater 

But in the case of Bangladenh. the 
interregnum between 4ia*$ assav 
sinaiion and military rule can hard 
Iv be called a period free from the 
influence nf (he army. It was alw4v> 
General Ershad who was puJling 
(he strings from behind (he cur 
(ams. At une stage it seemed that 
President Sattar started believing 
that he wac his uwn master m 
Bangladesh and acted accordingly 
That is precisely what led ro his 
downfall. The army was in no mm>d 
(0 tolerate President Setter's new. 
found independence as it had al 
ways thougnt that he would be at 
(heir beck and call. Eksides. the 
leaders of the Bangladesh armed 
forces have come to believe that 


By BARUN SENGUPTA 

(he people have forgotten about 
their internal bickerings and 
ivatousies which had led lo Zui's 
assassination 

Bui ir is almost certain, judging 
hy the trend of politics in Bang 
ladesh. that Ershad and his men 
cannuf hang on to power fur too 
lung. It IS only a matin of time 
before some other ambii louc gener 
al decides to overthrow Hrvhad. 
either through a coup or hv simpiv 
avsassinaring him Avub Khan had 
to go because s^ime generals were 
nor willmg to toleraie him It was a 
similar story in the ca^^ of Ziaiir 
Rahman This is ineviuhle not onlv 
because of tho personal ambitions 
ahd jealousies of soldiers but also 
because the krmv cannot provide 
any answer tu Ihe crving needs of a 
developing coumrv. Not thai acivi 
lian administration mvanahly can, 
but in a democratic couniry ihe 
people can ar least vent rHeir anger 
and frusiraiMHi with a particular 
government bv voting firr a diffe¬ 
rent party at the time of elections 
Pakistan would not have been dis 
mcml>cr«d had there been a civi 
liBn government in Islamabad <n 
1971. Nor would Bangladesh befac 
mg the Cl ISIS that it is trxfav had not 
Muiih been assassinated It i$ true 
that Mujib had not dune much to 
better the hit <if his countrymen, 
bui at least there was the possibil¬ 


ity (hut elections would be held and 
this would give the people the 
opporiunity to vote Mupb out of 
power. There would then have been 
no need for assassinations and 
coups 

The question which now arises is: 
Can the army solve the economic 
problems of Bangladesh? The 
answer is no Bangladesh needs 
massive economic development 
even to mainiain its present stan* 
darj of living, which is very low. If 
the present rare of population 
growth cuniinues. by the end of this 
dewade Bangladesh will be a coum 
try of IkU million people. Who will 
leed this multitude? It would be 
naive to even imagine that India 
and Burma can provide food and 
shelter tn even a small fraction of 
this population And considering 
Bangladesh's tardy economic 
growth. It IS certain that the coun¬ 
try will not be able in provide for Us 
ma^es 

Besides, tn order to have econu* 
mic development it is essential to 
havepolnicaJ stability. Military rul¬ 
ers oMen think ihai the bayonet is 
ermugh lo achieve poliiical stability 
and rapid economic development. 
But they never learn from history. 
Bangladesh's new rulers will not ^ 
able tn solve (he country's econte 
mic prnblemt The result will only 
be more assassinations and coups. 


President of the country. Ex-President 
Sattar said that he would not have the 
slightest hesitation to discharge any 
responsibility in the interest of the 
country This last sentence has fuelled 
speculations that Mr Sattar may be 
appointed by Gen. Ershad as the new 
figurehead President. Informed obser¬ 
vers in Dacca, however, strongly dis¬ 
agree with this suggestion. 

The failure of President Setter's 
seemingly limping government ir pro 
vide the couniry with a strong, deci¬ 
sive administration even months after 
his impressive election victory in mid 
November gave-rise to persistent 
rumours about an army takeover. Mr 
Sattar’s relationship with the army 
chief arid his colleagues was exceUeoi 

after former President Ziaur Rah¬ 
man's assassination in May 1981 and 
they assisted him admirably during 
^he transition to ■ peaceful transfer of 
power 

Frier to his election ss President, 
Mr Setter hid promised the army 
Ipederi ef evolving e mechanism 
which the araed forces could 
ehare power with the civU 



administration. General Ershad hud 
been suggesting at the time that smh a 
pm*er sharing mechanism would en¬ 
sure the stability of the government 
However, apparent! v emboldened by 
his massive eWtion victory. Mr Saiiar 
had decided to shorKircuit his under¬ 
standing with the leaders of the armed 
Forces. Two days after the^election, he 
declared. “In a democraty. the army 
has no further role lo play other than 
safeguarding the national sovereign 
ty.” Surely, if had earned him worl¬ 
dwide prai.ve and helped boost his 
image as a democrai who values demo¬ 
cratic principles But it had soured his 
relationship with the army which has. 
over (he past several years, emerged 
as a power to be reckoned avith. 

This was quickly followed by Gener¬ 
al Ershad’s bold statement, asking 
Sattar to share power^without saying 
ir in so many word^by constituting 
the National Security Council (NSC) 
under the President's chairmanship. 

council, he said, would function as 
a top-policy-making body, giving 
guidciinei to the government on va¬ 
rious Uiues. Mr Sattar conceded, but 


the mistrust remained. 

President Setter's style of edmi- 
nistenng the country in a spirit of 
somewhat impersonal non- 
involvement and aloofness had 
apparently cut adrift a bewildered 
adm in i st ra five m achinery the t was 
used to former President Zieur Rah¬ 
man's deeply involved decision¬ 
making process and firm orders. 
Apparently, to solve the deepening 
political and economic crisis that re¬ 
sulted from all these weaknesses. Mr 
Sattar had dissolved the cabinet on II 
February 1982 and replaced it by a 
smaller one the next day. He reshuf¬ 
fled (he cabinet again in early March 
by inducting four more new ministers 
which refuelled Speculations about yet 
another cabinet reshuffle with more 
ministers. The government's vulner¬ 
ability to political instability re¬ 
mained, As a result, all the efforts 
have failed (o generate the necessary 
confidence of the people in Mr Sattar'i 
government. In this backdrop coupled 
with (he continuous rumours about an 
impending army takeover, the military 
rule came as a natural consequence. 



THE WORLD 


*Save South Sea Islands' 

campaign 


TwentV'iwf) isJsnds m the 
Pacific dccon. known as the 
South Sei UUnd* have, in $ 
joint environmental dechra* 
tivn, called r>n the jepaneu. 
United States and other nuv* 
ernmenrs to stop dumping 
nuclear waste in the Pacific 


The French authoritjet 
have recently admitted thst 
Mururoa. the Puiynesian atoll 
which IS the site of France's 
nuclear tests, was damaaed in 
1979 and contammateo with 


Ocean. The signatories also 
resolved that their govern- 
merni would stgn within a 
year, the London Dumping 
Convention, a pact controlT 


Convention, a pact controll¬ 
ing the disposal of all kinds of 
waste. They heve else decided 
to adopt itraieiic mtaiures to 
prohibit nuclear testing in the 
ocean—a ploy aimed at 
France whicn conducts regu¬ 
lar nuclear tests on Mururoa 
Atoll. 


radiation during a tidal wave 
in 1981. The nuclear espio- 
sions, widely believed to he 
tests to perfect the neutron 
b^b. hid cracked the atoll 
right down to the ocean bed. 
and a giant tidal wave had 
unearthed the buried nuclear 
waste and spread ii over 
Mururoa. The authorities 
claim, however, that bemnga 
few coral reefs, the island had 
been decontaminated end a 
ten-foot high cement wall 
erected as protection. 


China continues fight 
against corruption 


Nor satisfied with the ex¬ 
pulsion of corrupt ufficiels 
and bureaucrats, the Chinese 
Communist Party has called 
for further efforts to gel rid of 
corrupt ulements in their 
midst. The official People's 
Doity said that it was impor- 
tani to ensure that middle- 
ranking and senior party offi¬ 


cials were incorruptible. The 
paper called for the formation 
of a core group of 10.000 to 
20.000 people to set the right 
example to other members 
"The biggesi danger comes 
from no other direction than 
from the corruprion of waver¬ 
ing elements inside our per 
ty." ihe Peifplr's Doth adaed 


Imelda Marcos wants to 


^Kamaraj’ herself 






Imelda Marcos, the first 
lady of the Philippines, has 
expressed her desire iu leeve 
her official pdats but not be¬ 
fore her husband steps down. 
Mrs Marcos now feels that she 
can serve her people better 
without e formal role. She. 
however, defended herself 
eeairtic charges of a lavish 
litestyle saying. "No matter 
how extravagant the first lady 
Is. she cannot be eatravagent 
enough for 48 million Filipi¬ 
nos.'’ Mrs Marcos, who has 
frtquantly been meniigned as 
a fwssible succtisor lo her 
husband, has said ihai her 
husband would oppose ihe 
succession even if there were 
a “popular clamour" 


Shia plotters on trial 
in Bahrain 



The tiial of 7i men accused 
of conspiring to topple 
Bahrain’s Al Khalifa dynasty 
and lo establish an Islamic 
republic loyal to Ayatollah 
Khomeini has begun under 
siriil ur«,urily conditions. The 
defensUnis, who may face the 
death penally, belong to the 
outlawed Islamu: Front for 
the Liberation of Bahrain, 
allegedly backed by Shia 


Iran Shias. who form a major¬ 
ity in Bahrain consiiiuia. 
especially afier the Iranian 
revolution, the most signifi- 
cam domestic opposition to 
I he monarchy. The attempted 
coup hus led to stricter secur¬ 
ity measures in all the Gglf 
states, especially Saudi Ara¬ 
bia—since 13 of the deleii- 
dants are from us Shia east¬ 
ern province- 


Briefly 


Greece wants statues back 


The Creek minister for cul¬ 
ture, Ms Melina Mercouri, has 
demanded the return of the 
Elgin marbles from Britain. 
Nearly 200 years ago, the 
frieaes were taken from the 
Acropolis in Athens by Lord 


Elgin and placed m the Brit¬ 
ish Museum. Ms Mercouri 

clauned that the sculptures 
' were an integral pan of 
Greece and wanted an inter- 
aational campaign launched 
for their return. 


China bam 


porn 


The United States will soon 
have a second White House 
Not for the President, but to 
train new secret service 
agents on how to protect the 
President. It will be built in 
suburban Merylend (near 
Waablngion DCi and will alio 
hive 111 own Blair House 
which, in Weshiflgion, houiea 


visiting dignitaries. "Each of 
these environnenu has its 
own idlosyncracies and that's 
what we want our people to 
be femilier with." a iecr« 
service ipokaanan explained, 
the new White Kouae wUI not 
have c handfllera or rooms but 
only Hollywood style facades 
and will coat SI • mUlloe 


China has t>anned the im¬ 
port of “decadent and inde¬ 
cent* caMettes, video topes 
and records. Chinese author¬ 
ities claim that soma "bad 
items" in circulation were 
leading the youM to crime. 
They Save celled^ for ftroni 
measures again it pom pe^ 
lari and lanlor officials 
allagadiy Involved lo amug- 
gllng aua matarial inio the 
country. 


Post«conp 
arrests in 
Uganda 


Opposition leaden in Ugan¬ 
da claim chat evdr 2,000 civi¬ 
lians were arretted by Frail- 
dent Milton Oboie’s govern¬ 
ment recently. Tha * arrests 
were pari of a eovemmanc 
craakoown folloWlfU the ra- 
cent guarrIUe attau on tha 
Malire army barracks In Kam* 

paladin an atienw to over¬ 
throw Praildani Obeia’s rag- 
Ine. 
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SYRIAN CHRISTIANS 


Patriarch’s visit could not 
bring peace to the community 

Kerala churches keep on fighting 


New Delhi: “He is a foreigner and an 
iiicrudrr and we have nothing to do 
with him." itaid the irate voice ai the 
other end of the line in reply lo my 
rather tentative enquirces alMui the 
visiting patriarch of Antioch's where' 
dbuoK Judging by the response, the 
cold war between the two antagonisik 
suctions of the Syrian Christian Jaco* 
bites of Kerala had begun to siule. 

The Patriarch of Antioch. His Holi¬ 
ness Moran Mar Ignaiiui Zakka I. 
made a brief stopover in Delhi in 
mid March uii his wav back from a tour 
of his archdiucuse in Kerala Though 
he was greeted with a lor of enihu 
siasm and warmth hy the members of 
his own group and other Christian 
communities, the breakaway faction 
nr the Orthodox Jacnbrtes. as thev call 
ihemselvrs, chose to maintain a glacial 
silence and stayed away from (he 
proceedings. 

Though rhe conflict and mfighiing la 
said lo have first struck roots in ihe 
cummunity over a century ago, ihe 
bitterness has never been so intense. 
The quarrel, which had been quietly 
simrnenng fur years, came out inrn the 
open m the early Seventies, when'the 
Bishop in Kerala who was ordained hy 
the Patriarch renounced his allegiance 
to the Church of Antioch. Since then, 
the rift has become more or less com¬ 
plete but (he break evidently wa» by 
no means a clear one. The proJorgeu 
litigation over rhe division of churches 
and property in Kerala and the heated 
exchanges l^tween the two sides re¬ 
main a painful reminder of the fact 
that the issue is still a festering sore 

While there is cumpleie harmony 
over the tenets of fai^. (he quarrel 
hinces upon (he question of (he over* 
lordship of the church in Kerala. One 
group, the Syrian Chrisiian Jacobites, 
remain staunchly loyal ro (he Pat¬ 
riarch of rhe Church of Antioch while 
rhe oppising side, who call themselves 
OrthAonx Christians, repudiate the au¬ 
thority of the Patriarch, Instead, they 
claim that the Bishop in Kerala is (he 
supreme head of the church. 

In (he wurda of one of the laymen of 
the Patriarchal group, the then head of 
the Syrian Church in Kerala, m an 
effort to asserr his authority, aided by 
some “veiled tuterests** completely 
repudiated the overlordship of (he 
Patriarch and proclaimed himself as 
the successor to St Thomas, the apostle 
of India. Seen 1 b this perspeciive. one 
is tempted to put down (He cause of 
36 


this strife to a mere personality clash, 
remlsiscent of the manner in which 
King Henry VUI broke away from the 
Church of Rome and (be authority of 
the Pope to form the Church of Eng¬ 
land. 

Perhaps the underlying purpose of 
the Peiriarch'i visit was to oriog back 
the straying flock to the fold. But ibe 
visit has Mviously failed to bring 
about an understanding, judging by 
the breakaway tfoup's opea display of 
pique and the rairiarchel group’s de¬ 
liberate flauQting of (he Bishop. 
Curiously enough, the rather esoterK 
service « the Synan Christians pres¬ 
ided over by the visiting Patriarch and 
other bishops of his entourage was 
conducted in a Catholic cathedral One 

Parrrarch; heading a broken cAvrcii 




of (he congregaiioA members lold me 
that the only Jacobite Church in Delhi 
had been appropriated by the other 
faction, Evioesily in the numbers 
game, the Orthodox Jacobites Had won 
in Delhi, but the service conducted by 
the Pitciarch wu ^ no means a 
thinly-attended one. Even If religious 
fervour was not much in evioence 
among the surging crowds, it was de¬ 
finitely a show of strength by the 
Patriarchal group 
What precisely brought about this 
Khism in thought in (ms community, 
which traces its history as far back as 
S2 AD? History has it (hat $( Thomas, 
one of the apostles of Christ, landed on 
the shores of one of the coastal towns 
of Kerala and began a series of conver¬ 
sions. This was given added impetus 
by the flourishing trade between Ara¬ 
bia and Kerala at that time. As a 
result, the Malavalis came increasing¬ 
ly under the innuence of the Syrian 
Christians of tha east. It is also be¬ 
lieved that after the death of Christ. St 
Peter, yet another of his diKiples, was 

E the charge of administering the 
tian church. 

The Patriarchal faction believes that 
the head of the Christian church is a 
direct deKendent of St Peter and 
hence remains the head of the Syrian 
Christian churches of tha east iriidud* 
Ing India. But the breakaway group 
sees history in ■ different ligKi It 
claims that its membera were the con¬ 
verts uf St Thomas and hence have 
oothing to do with the Church of 
Antioch 

When questioned on the striking 
sifliilariiy in rituals, beliefs and the 
feet (bat much of the liturgy is in 
Syriac, the orthodox group come up 
with a satisfactory enlanation. Why 
should the church in Kerala derive its 
powers from a foreigner, they ask. 

To the query on the autonomy of the 
church, a layoiao of the Patriarchal 
group said: “In spite of the fact that 
we recognise the Pttriercb as the head 
of the church, the local ^ocese in 
Ktfiila is an autoaotaous body. TIm 
relationship can best be axplauied in 
political terms as that ol dominion 
status.” Afcording to ihss grow, the 
splinter faction not satisfied iriiB any- 
chiag short of comptetc Indepandam 
try to JiBtify iheir cause by tracing 
(heirortfsiaio the convenloiu carrM 
out by K TboaseK 
Ob the fubieci of cou eraioM^ tk$'. 
JacobHaa oiVeih the fuwtioM^ 


the fuwtioM 























'Religion transcends 


nationalism' 

New Defti: In Spin of tiM MWKf o w r s y 
OT«r tht righa of Ihc Fiinarch of 
Aniioch. Hii Holiaets cowoarod to 
^pook to Sunday duriflf kis meal 
visii to India. Excorpts froA tbo coo* 
venation; 

V>' At fAtf tsnuf •rfM'B the Syrian 
ChhuiMH communit* is so n>oa by 
feffjoMljua doesnt yovr hoUtseu 
think that tbv v/sii is tit timed? tt 
ccitrW reuse more tension between the 
two sides? 

A: The purpose uf my visit was to 
hrinjt peare in (he church for it 
ttieves ne deeply lo see » section of 
the communiiy break away from the 
aufhiuity ril thK eneieni iradiiion I 
had hup^ that my visit would he a 
sicp in the ripht dir vet inn... may he 
mv messoAe of peace wnuld '.trike 
roMi'i in ihv mind<i uf the pe«>pl«. 

Q- Whot (viHfcri' nn asurer has 
yuur ho/iVic'Ns iniiietvd dunne (Am 
Visit (u hf iri^ a/virir /H'uic? 

A I have addros>e<^ l'*tK** gathei 
inp «Mid v|Hikeft ri» indiviJii.iK about 
the (ivcvssitv of peace Ik sides I have 
alv» made kniiwn my wiIhriKness tii 
talk things over with «lu> other side 
To this end, I have atipomivd a com 
nittt<>v «>f five m<*mtH'is(onsi%iiiigof a 
hishoji. iJirve lawmen and a priest to 
nettotiute with the hreakawas itroup 
Bui. uolorlutiatelv there has liven no 


reoponae so for from ike oiber side. 

Q. in keeping leirh the spirit el 
SMSicetbsm dmiT you tbutk thet the 
gdiMtet group hesM^ntm its levoof 
in tryiag to ossert its imdepemdeoce 
from the Chaetb el Anihcn? 

A- Reliipon as opposed to poittics 
transcenids feeUnA of MiHwaliSA. 
The church has to uve roms if h is to 
offer succour to (be peopie in these 
troubled limes; hence the unceasing 
efforts to mainTain unity But I would 
also aay that li (he other side cbooces 
to repudiate my authority, they are 
free to do so. But. the militant manner 
in which il«y have sought to settle 
the issue is regrcitable. 

if' Syne, though e countn where 
the me/oniv or the popuUiioo is 
hiustim. ts suit the head of ihe Auf* 
e/o Church. IVhai is the state of the 
Svnen Chrrifiee ehurcA in thet 
foontrv? 

A; Though the Syrian Christians 
cnnsiiiuie only about 20 per cent of 
the population. I wnubf like to empKa> 
%ise ihai there is no communal strife. 
Wv live in complete amiiv with ouf 
Muslim iMethren. With two Sjmon 
Chnsiian ministers in the Assad g^ 
eminent, I should say wc are cruite 
well represented The poliiical strife 
in the louotrr. 1 am glad to vav, has 
nui affected religious affairs ihm^tb 
ihi' inwability has had wide ranging 
repercussions cn us «s individuals 


very eager to establish their superior¬ 
ity as regards caafe. They were quick 
to point out (hat the converts who now 
call themBeive^s Syrian Christians were 
mainly namboodin brahmins; thus, in 
one stroke asserting their superiority 


over the rest of the Christian conupun- 
IIy Obviously, even if their religion 
repudiated the idea ol c«ate. (be Sy* 
rian Chrissians caanot resist harking 
bat k to their '‘exalted origins.” 
Meers George 


TAMIL NADU 


Did MGR receive money 
as kickback ? 


ftb. 


Madree: An explosive affidavit has 
been filed before the Ramaoiurthi 
Commusion which is pmbi^ into the 
allcgatiflns of illegal ivaiiftcation and 
abuse uf position by chief minister 
MGR and revenue minister S.D. Soma 
sundaiam. in the gram of privileges 
and licences for the manufacture and 
sale of arrack and Indian made foreign 
li^or (IMFL) in the state. 

Following the report in StwoAV llB 
October IBdl) which featured an ea* 
cluiive interview wiih Mr Nellikup* 
pam Krishnamurthi DMK MLA, who 
made serious charges of Liquor corru|> 
tion againsi i he CM. there was a furore 
in the Assembly. MGR promptly 
armouMcd ihc fonnitkm of the Rama. 
iBurtbl Cepitmuton to prube Into the 
tlUfKiohf—«n act that ws» de s cri b ed 
4t M iMl prciPM " p sere M tive." It 





I more catcuUsad to subeort a 
ceoval prote. Tbe ComayacieA of lo* 
quky Act stipulates that once the scale 
appoints a probe, the centre cannot do 
so. 

Though the commission was laun- 
cbed on 30 October, justice RaBanu^ 
thi bad little to p ro cee d on for neny 
months because very few affidavits 
had been filed. At the time of writings 
ordy around 20 have been filed. Uolike 
the usual complaints of non* 
performance or oon*effectiveness 
levelled against commissions of an* 
quiry. the charge against the Rama* 
murtU Commission was that k was a 
non starrer. Then suddenly out of Che 
blue came an affidavit filed by R.N. 
Mankkam. former state inspector^ 
geoeral of police, now retired and 
sallied in New Delhi. The affidavit 
might well rock the CM's boat. Mr 
Menickam has claimed personal know* 
ledge of e deal of Rs 10.75 lakhs 
hfiween MGR and a group of business, 
men tn "procure privileges" fordoing 
whuletale business in the distribution 
of arrack and IMFl.. 

the businessmen include Mr Shun- 
mtii.ain (Mamckam’s son-in-law), Mr 
.^uridaromurthy <Shunmugam's 
hi( liter) and Mr M. Ravtndranaih. 
Acc'trding to the deal, a licence for an 
airiu’k boitlmg plant in metropoittan 
Mutkas was to he issued to Mr Sundsr 
amufihy. a wholesale license for (hr 
diM'ibutivn of arrack in Chvngalpatiu 
diMriLt fur Mr Shunmugam. and a 
hit nee for Iwttiing arrack for Chen- 

S ipjttu disirict fur Mr Ravimlranaih. 

r ’ privileges" sought also included 
a wholesale licence for Madras city in 
I he name of Mr Sreenivasan and an 
IMFL wholesale licence for Messni 
Mnnla Rangappa and Sons for Chen- 
galpattu distrKt. 

l^e affidavit states thai a promiriant 
resident of Kanchipuraro, Mr Suku* 
marMQi (who subsequently became an 

AIADMK member i made it dear to Mr 
Sundaramurthy and Mr Ravindranath 
fhai he could help ihem obtain, the 
licences for the hi^ly lucrative liquor 
business. He claimed that he would 
secure (he privileges with the help of 
MGR and his brother Mr M.G. Chakra 
pam and the latter's two sons—Suku* 
mar and Balan. ’The first meeting took 
place in March 19S1. when MGR was 
publicly pn>claiming his uncomprom 
ising pro-prohibition stand. The com. 
mission money demaadod for striking 
the deal was Rs I0.7S lakhs which 
records would show as loans for tern* 
porary accomodaiion. Moreover, they 
were also to be treated as collabor* 
amrs in the venture. Tbe full amount 
changed hands on i and B April and on 
2 and 21 May. A promise was also 
made to procure licences for arrack 
bofiUng pUnis in Madras and Chcnul* 
juiiu duirict and two retail IMFL 
sh^ps to Mr Sundaramurthy and Mr 
Rv'vvndranath. Mr Sukumaran. in 
k«.4*i>)ng with the tenets of fairplay. 
ptomis^ repayment nf ihe money in 
raw; (he licences fell through. 

In April 1981. the parties were given 
ih(’ green signal to go ahead and buy 
(he machinery required for the auto- 
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maticl>o(t}ing plant. Equipment worth FoUtming ihi» s«rb»ck, tbo AKMt«d 
Rs two lalch^ was purchased promptly, parties appeal^ for a return of the 
Balan quelled all fear& at this «tag« money but lo no avail. Even a letter 
aayrng that the monev had been cir- hand-over personally to the CM only 
cuitedthoughhanian welfare minister drew further promises. The cash. 
MrVijayasdfathyand law mim^ier, Mr however, remained elusive. On 30 
Ponnaian. cm be handed over to M(*R. Ociober, Mr Manickam and Mr Ravin* 
The deal which had been proceedina dranath went to Chakrapani's house in 
smouihlv all alon^ suddenly developed Madras* and ihreaieneo to lake legal 
hjtchei when the time came for div- action if the money was not returned, 
bursme the licences I he "pKK'urer^" Chakrapani said there was little be 
demanded a higher commission and could do as the money was with the 
the businessmen refused lo ohliKe, CM. Mr Manickam forced Chakripani 
Deciding to cut their losses and I cl I eat and Sukumar lo sign two promissory 
from the ^hiidy deal, thev asked foi notes for the repayment ol Rs f0.7§ 
the repaymotii oi the monev Mr Man lakhs, A nail was struck in their coffin, 
tekam said under oath that he ^.dme Justice Ramamurthi told Sunday 
iiiio the picture when the deal soured (hat the last date lor receiving affida* 
and his sun in hiw requested him mirv vit> was ZS April and that the actual 
and retrieve the commission ni<muv examination of witnesses would com* 
Mr Sukiimuran gave a cheque fur Rv meiice in the Iasi week of May. He. 
three lakhs on 2d Aupjsi I Serial Sum- however, refused to give a copy of 
her 0S628O drawn on The Sew Sank of Mamckam's qffidavii saying ^1 am not 
India I in favour ol Mcsm s Kanchi supposed to give it to the press.** 
Films. The cheqoo bourn od Anita Pratap 

MAHARASHTRA 


Bombay labour leader 



commits suicide 


Bombay: A gunshot Uom a iZ lK»ie 
rtvniver tiled oi Hviull.i hioughi ihc 
frenricii aclnilv to the* iiiv's 
wholesale* injtkc'is In oruihrupt ImIi Ii 
wjs like .1 lighiniiig sir>kv us iho 
Maihudis downed ilioii iouds and 
made a bcciine to Hvoill.i Their lead 
ei. Anna Pan I >4^Ik a MI .( . h.ot shot 
hioisell in his fifth flooi finme. ihi migti 
his right tc'mple. Hew ns declared dead 
minuips later. Thu^ ended, c{uue sud¬ 
denly. ihe life ol it mail who iruly 
represented the p<»or. economically 
hack ward merchants ilic piK>i among 
the Mat.iihas who have no hope in the 
community of the rich siigai lobl»y 
dominated hy ihc rich Mat nr has. ex¬ 
cept ds ihcir chiiilei Bur to Anna, 
these pour Marathds wen* llesh and 
blood, uneducated and far away from 
home. Thev had to be made self- 
sufficient and taught to stand on then 
own against the exploitative mer¬ 
chants 

The Mathudis are a class hy (hem- 
selves. They carry heavy loads and 
their place of work is in the wholesale 
markets, warehouses and godnwns. 
transport companies which need peo 
pie to load bnd unload goods and the 
commodity markets. They come from 
forgotten and undevelup^ villager in 
Satara. Sangli. Sholapur and parts of 
Pune. They are known for their hard 
work and work almost 24 hours a day. 

Way back in the Sixties when Anna it 
himself worked in the docks, the 
Math ad is worked mostly as contract ^ 
la bour on a pitt tnee of Rs I ive to Rs s lx y 
a div. Today, 20 years later, they get a I 
ninimum of fU 33.60 per day and I 
according to one estimate a Methadi p 


daw A week. 

Anna organised them, bringing into 
ihc'ir lives u gualiiy that the iinurga- 
nis^ and organiNed sector of workers 
lacked He formed five cash credit 
MKictiv' for them, each wiih a share 
lapiial of Rc one crore. From these 
Nocieiiv».avorkercgot their dailv needs 
from cloth to sugar and unwins They 
paid unly Rs lU per months as mem¬ 
bership fees. 

Perhaps, the best tribute to Anna 
Patil and his Maihadis was paid by 
journalist Madhukar Bhave, ^id he. 
"Whenever any newspaper, whether it 
bv the Maratha. the Loksarra or .Sakai, 
was closed due to a strike. Anna PatiJ 
would ring up his affected journaUsi 
friends and ask ihem if they needed 
help Anna contributed Rs IS.OOO for 


Anna Pan/, the MLC who shot himxeJf 
on Z3 March, addressang /ur Maifudif 


the construction of the Patrakar Bha-^ 
van at lAinavla. Ninety p^r cent of the 
Maihadis do nor know how to read or 
have ever read a newspaper in their 
lives. Yet they helped us jounialisti 
whenever the need arose. Who else 
could have inspired such action?^ 
Anna Patil lived a simple life. Kis 
office portrayed his perMmality: it was 
not aircondifioned nor were there Sun- 
mica-iopped tables or carpet*<. Bin his 
family life was complex He had a 
large family: seven childreiii three of 
them by his second wife. According to 
sources close to him. family problems 
drove him to deprevsum which made 
him ultimately take his own life. 
Others, howevei, say it was his health: 
he was sufferina from high blni>d 
pressure and diabetes 
In the last two years Anna Paul had 
branched out inio a new field: organis* 
ing the people under a Mararha Maha- 
sangh banner. He even got involved In 
the Marat ha Karnataka boundary dis¬ 
pute He was partictilarlv touchy about 
the border issue alter he witnessed (be 
brutal beatings on thu Maratha¬ 
speaking people bv (he Belgaum 
police last vear. If the centre did nut 
take an early decision nn (he boundary 
issue nn Rannada-spraking people 
would be allowed (n do business In 
Bombay, he warned The threat which 
was to* be carried out in December 
1931 did not, however, materialise 
Anna Paul had manv plans. Me 
warned (0 construct a seboot and a 
housing couperativi* for the .Maihadis 
in south Bombay near his place of 
work. It IS said (hei Mi I’aiil was in the 
piiKest id negotiating with ih<> then 
chief mmtsier. Mr Sharad Fa war. toi 
the land but before it could final¬ 
ised the government had to bow our of 
power. The Antulay government w,is 
not even bothered with the poor 
Matathas. Poiirs dream remained tin- 
lulfilU'd 

Anna Patil wav a membei ut the 
Communist Partv in hK Nouth and 
broke awav fiom it after Induds war 
with China, when the Communist Par 
ty refused to condemn China ioi the 
aggression. He then niiiied the Con 
gress and when it spin went over to 
the CongressiSj He alsu (|uit the Con- 
gressiS) last year when ihe party sup¬ 
ported the reservations on the b.^sis of 
caste and creed. Patil who hiui seen 
poverty closely, feh that the ciiteria 
for reservations should he a pei son's 
economic viaius and mil caste or 
creed. 

Mr PaiiFs undisputed leadeiship 
made him indispensnhlei tc the jiarty 
he belonged to. Most of the Congress 
leaders in Meharaabtui bnvr no base 
in the city and Anna PatM pr«iMdc-d 

them with his 78.000 Maih.idi wnrkvrs. 
who turned up en masse wiienetei he 

C ave a call for a rally or a nnu c/ij. The 
lathadis orphaned nuw, may he an 
easy prey fur anv unss'ropulous politr 
Clan. That would signal the end of an 
era for the Maihadis unless a strong 
leader emerges from within (heir 
ranks end keeps them unattached to 
any pariy. 


WEST BENGAL 


^Policeman guilty of 
colluding with dacoits' 


CalcutU: <in 1.^ M:\tLU Okur 

tjns wci<* lo rrjit fh«<( a 

pokcemjn v»i\s jiwcilved the rviirir 

^P3le <>1 that the ciiv ha> 

he^n Thj' re|>nf( nf a 

guarthon «>f law ci'lluikng with 
(laCiMtti wav given to tiew'snien by Mr 
Nirupam Smn. lUe C’jkuila poJiee 
con]inivsi(»<ier 't'he [)<>hc'em«ia in quev* 
linn. 19AI I'rcvidvnt'v Medal wmiier. 
AshiNh Mukherjoe i4Kk an otfuer in 
the daioily aoil tobberv vection 
($ourh) ol Ike Cakuita police detec* 
live department Senior pokeemen ion 
were dviouiiUed b\ rlic newi. A former 
asMsurit eummibvionei ot ihe defcc 
live Oeparimnii, Mr Tapen Chakra 
horiy vaiil. “Never before ha> surh an 
allegJTton heen made ngaiosi an of(ii*> 
er in charge of the detective depart 
merit,’ 

The oppnviijon In^t no iimv in de 
miindmg ihe revignation uf chief 
mantrer .|v<ili Basil, who aJ>n hojdv the 
home porltuho. if kc did not make a 
stuiement ivgaidmg the aUegaiionv 
agamM Mr A^hivh Nfukherjee. Mr 
Basil did make a siaiement on li 
Mar^h He said he had ordered the 
home ileparrmeni lo 'cubmn a full 
rvpi>rt by 15 March Me promised. “I 
Will lake a Jet)Udle steps once I receive 
the vrniuiry report.” But the chief 
minister wondered how the police 
comniivsioner could have released the 
vital inlormatton tv the press without 
informing the administration atH>ut it. 

On IS March. Mr Basu revealed his 
decivjon rs'garding the police officvr. 
based on the preliminary report of the 



Nirupam Som d&hmmg sn o^,^rcef’ 


Mukher|r*« will be cranMetred to some 
other departmeitt of the Calcutta 
police. Meanwhile, the police commis 
sioner will conduct a formal inquiry 
into the matter and submit the report 
at the earljesr," Although the dust 
kicked up over Ihe matter has settled 
down, senior police officers in l.aJtM' 
zar (the Calcutta police headquanersi 
are questioning the moves of the 
police commissioner who had recorn* 
mended Mr Mukherjec's name for the 
President’s Medal From whom had 
the commissioner gut the reports ab* 
out Mr Mukherjee's collusion with 
dacoits? 

Mr Ashish Mukherjee. according to 
senior police officers, is a brilliant 

B 'iiceman. Recalled an aggrieved Mr 
ukherjee "I had joined the Calcutta 
police in 1957 at the age of 23 as 
sub* inspector. In 1964, I was transfer- 


red to (he detective department as a 
suh'inspector in the dacoicy and rob* 
bery section. In 1973. I was promoted 
as an inspector and won the police 
medal for meritorious service. Next 
^ear, I was made the officerin charge 
in the same section. 1 have worked 
under more than seven police commls* 
Stoners and I think I have been in the 

E nd books of ail of them. I know I 
ve done nothing wrong." 

Mr Mukherjee explained his con¬ 
tacts with crtminalv: "The police has to 
mamiain criminal sources to solve 
cases The better the source, the high* 
er the achievement uf the police offic* 
er Like all the others in the defective 
deparimont. 1 also cultivated my 
sources with hardened criminals only 
for information. That does not mean 
(hat 1 am in league with the criminals. 
1 believe that Mr Som was persuaded 
hv an inspector in the dcieciive de* 
partmeni to get rid uf me so that he 
could supersede me." 

Mr Mukherjee went on leave from 
15 March fnr an indefinite period but 
the mnrnle of ihu police officers in 
Lalbatar is low since many believe 
that Mr Mukherjee has been the vie 
tim of a conspiracy. Said a police 
officer "The aliegaiiuns against Mr 
Mukherjee cannot he proved. He is the 
victim of a rivalry ihai is rampant 
among the puliie officers at Lalbaaar." 
Meanwhile, a section of the press 
reported that Mr Mukherjee would 
file J defamaiinn suit against the 
police commicnioner. Sisday asked 
the young officer if he was indeed 
contemplating such a move Said he; 
'll IS no doubt a slur on my character. 
Initially I had thought of filing a suit 
hut now 1 have dispensed with the 
idea. Filing a suit will only complicate 
matters " But Mr Mukherjec's wife has 
not given up the idea. She told this 
correspondent: "if my husband does 
not file the suit. I will. My husband is a 
victim of the viciousness that prevails 
in Lalbazar today." 

Benin Ghosh 


AN ACCIDENT ON THE WAY TO THE FAIR 



.'s/srx* uru* pj>.wneer% vt 4 tinniu Mvtng tfnm K 4 i 4 %rir 4 tnpiir vif/age to attend the antiee/ /air er Aomarave/h. met with an 
lovidfoi un .’r> Sfare/i J^>i2 at J JO pm The bus co//ided at an unnrenned level croisttts near Aoieaipur rsiiney stttion with the 
M.ingalore Si/*»mudOm yevanti ./aneta express irem. 200 km frren ffvderabed WAiie SS o4 the bus peMen^rs. main/y term 
/atiuurer'. Jtedon the spot! 9 tx tnhen. severe/v ttijured. diedon therr wav re the Mahatma Gendhi Memoriel fforpJrei. Weeenjel, 
lit! km from fhe accident .sire The cu/bsion i/as so severe that bodies and Umbs were etremt eUoeer the piece 00 mthara/di oCtke 





s y 




SMUGGLING 


Snakeskins worth 
Rs 40 lakhs seized 


Calcuna: On 11 February 1982. i 
phone rings in the third floor Ceicuiie 
office of Mr T.K. Lahiri. die deiHiiv 


office of Mr T.K. Lahiri, the deputy 
director of the eastern tone in the 
Directorate of Kevenuc Intelligence 
(DRIl Mr Lahiri reaches out for the 
telephone with his left hand and 
selects one among the three on his 
desk. As he takes the call, his eyes fell 
on (he bJue*<lielled alarm clock on the 


desk: it is nearing 4.4S pm. "Yes.** says 
Mr Lahiri when ^ caller demands to 


Mr Lahiri when the caller demands to 
know if it is the deputy director him* 
self on the line. The voice at the other 
end is con»iratorial. In hushed tones 
he teyi: "Mhab. meal pahundi gay# 
(Siheb. the goods have arrived).'* The 
ekcitemem wells through in Mr Lehir- 
i’s voice Suppressing it. he says “TTiiJr 
hii. Aatey ftaxn (Alright, f em 
coming).** 

The telephone cell was from one of 
the DRl*i (rusted informers and it 
launched e massive raid that very 
evenina. By (he end of the evening, the 
DRI otficers and men had seised 


70.000 pieces of inekeskin worth 
around kj 40 lakhs. The snakeskins 
siesed in the evening raid just as (hey 


/u.uuu pieces 
around kj 40 



were on (be point of being loaded on a 
French ship, the Jala Poitiers, were 
part of an illegal shipment meant for 
the fashion markets of Germany and 
Italy. The DRI agents were lucky: the 
ship was to sail for European ports at 
ihfM in the morning cm 12 February 
1982. A few hours delay and the raid 
would have yielded nothing. 

Said Mr Lahiri. reccing the raid: 
'*We had been keeping track of an 
international gaag of sn^eskin smug* 
glers Since March 1981.** L^ ^ Anil 
Rajani. based in London with a net* 
work of associates in all the Indian 


cities, Maeood Chowdhury aod Amin 
Bhatt in Delhi. Khurshio Alam and 
Athok Chawli in Calcutta. Sewak 
Godhwani and Kishore Codhwani in 
Bombay along with Niaanuddin in 
Madras and Ensan Ahmed in Kanpur, 
(ha gang was involvad in ]argc*scale 
smu^ing of snakeskins out of the 
country. Tha methods they used ware 
unique; on S October 1981. for exam* 
pie, the DRI officers were informed 
that IS large parcels had been booked 
at the Calcutta CPO containing snake 
and Itsard skins. The name of the 


seodw was fictitious. So arts the dec* ' 


iararton rtgarding the coniMts of the 
parcels. When the oarcels vrera ex* 


parcels. When the parcels were ex* 
amined by the DRi men at the air 
sorting office at Calcutta airport, they 
were round to contain 2,600 pieces of 
snakeskin costing about Rs 1,25,000. 
The gang members were let off with 
minor punishments on the assumption 
that when they smuggled out a larger 
haul they would be nabbed. I^r, 
punishment awarded to smugglers is 
directly related to the quantity and 
value of (he seirure. 


The DRrs assumption paid off with 
the biggest seisure so far in India. In a 
follow'up action Mr Lahirijmovini fast* 
searched (he home of Khurshid Alam, 
one of the Calcutta associates at 8. 
Danuan Lana. Rubber stamps, Invoice 
forfns, letrarheads and a blank signed 
chequebook with the name of the 
exporter^ Mahinder Kumar Karesh 
Kumar, were recovered. Mahinder 
Kumar Naresh Kumar is a genuine 
exporter with offices at 3258, Bhadur 
Carh Road, Delhi. The firm has a 
regular GR*1 code number from the 
Reserve Bank of India needed for 
export. But the name of the bank ^vtn 
in the GR-1 application form fusely 
was the Oriental Bank of Commerce In 
Greater Kailash Part II, New Delhi. 
The amount of foreign exchange which 
would have been lost to the country 
can be well imaging. 


Tirthankar Ghosh 
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milk chocolates from the mme of milk 


Amul MILK CHOCOLATES \y 

a gift for someone you love v 
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Rthiti rcesfre.m gJtssft): W pr&ieeuon 


N«w Delhi: Under the wetchful 
eye$ of Mcuritymen. e V1F son ts 
being educated at Debra Dun's elU* 
ist Doofl School along with over SOO 
other students. Though constantly 
shadovk'ed. he moves about freely 
among friends. 

This voung bov. called Rahul 
Gandhi, is none other than the 
Prime Minister's grandson and Ra* 

I iv Gandhi's son A few months 
'ack, he was admitted silently to 
the prestiffous school of which bis 
fathW Rajiv Gandhi and late unde 
Sanjay were students. 

Rut the day Rahul got admission, 


the scbooTs 


MAHARASHTRA 


CM discriminates against 
iocai distillers 


•amra on carttin conditioM." 

Aacai eba conditioai atlpularad 
were that the decision whether a 
brand shall be created as having sub* 
stantial demand in Maharashtra or not 
would be rriken by the goveriuoeDi 
of Maharashtra. No party, the condi* 
tions said; which can lift lass than five 
lakh litres of alcohol in bulk wlU ^ 
considered under this scheme. Those 
who bfi five to ten lakh litres of 
alcohol will be expected to bring back 
their end*produc(s within a period of 
six months from (he date tnav com< 
mence their lifiinf. Parties who are 
allotted between 10 to 20 lakh litres of 
alcohol will be expected to bring their 
end-products within a period of twelve 
months from the date of commence* 
ment of their lifting. Those who are 
allotted between 20 to 30 lakh litres 
will be expected to bring their entire 
end-products within a period of IS 
months from the date of commence* 
ment of their lifting, liiose ellotted 
beyond 3S lakh litres will be expected 
to bring back their entire products 
within s period of 24 months from the 
the date of commencement of their 
lifting. According to the letter. "The 
terms ere not negotiable and only 
producers of prestigious brands of 
ImFL who can conform to these condi* 
tions will be considered for allot¬ 
ment." 


Bombay: Has the interests of the distil* 
lehes of Maharashtra been sold re* 
centljy for the proverbial rhirty pieces 
of silver or (he equivalent of R$ six 
cruras to the suave, publicity-shy. soft- 
spoken industrialist. Vithal Mallya. 
often referred to as the Howard 
Hughes of the Indian industry? Com¬ 
paratively unknown a few years ago, 
Mr Mallya who is based in Calcutta, 
has let loose a fast growing empire 
that encompasses consumer products 
ranging from canned fruit and tomato 
sauce under the Dipy’s label to 
breweries and distilleries. He is also 
brinchina out into tea plantations. 
But. in the news now is Mr Mallya's 
McDowell end Company which lies 
begged 40 Ukh litres of rectified spirit 
from Maharashtra for its different 
hrewenes in various states. ^ the 40 
lakh litres, allocation of 20 lakh litres 
has already been made from distiller¬ 
ies m the stnie on 13 February 1982 to 
Tilaknagar Distillery, Shrirampur 
iDhanukar). three lakh litres; Satpuda 
Sahakari Distillery. Shahada {r. K. 
Fatii), three lakh litres; Chitli Distil¬ 
lery. Puntamba (government distil¬ 
lery). eighr lekh litres and Krishna 
Sahakari Distillery (Jeyawanrreo Bho- 
sale). six lakh litres. 

The Maharathtra distillera associa¬ 
tion is up in arms against this alloca¬ 
tion to breweries outside (he state as 
such an arrangement would virtually 
give Indirect support to one tone m 
making adequate raw material avail¬ 
able to them. McDowells are virtually 
being subsidised by having been prom¬ 
ised one hundred per cent rebetc in 
the export peas fee when the manufac¬ 
tured meiercal comes back within the 
state. The liquor disrilleries are re¬ 
quired. on the other hend, to pey the 
usual transport fee DisriUeriea wiibin 
the state have to My R$ 1.2S per litre 
as transport fee. Ijiose outside heve to 
pay Rs 2.2S per litre. On the fece of it, 
therefore, It would aeem McDowelb 

S re our of their minda to take liquor 
rom Maharashcre at such axhwbittai 
transport rates. But they have re* 
portedly been assured chat the irena* 
port chargM would be reimbuned 
when the Indian made foreign liquor 
(IMFL) is brought back to tne state. 

Distillery cir^os say that there bas 
been a quid pro quo that has benefit- 
ted both (he former chief minister, Mr 
A. R. Amulay. during whose regime 
the decision was taken to mve outside 
menufeciurera alcohol and (he preeent 
chief miniaier, Mr Babaaabeb Bhosale, 
during whole regiBe ^ actual aUpca- 
tion hat taken plMe. It la believed tMt 
If Re five per Qtre was paid undar iha 
tabiti Mr Antulay got tu \Mtmr ebare 
of Re 3.M wMlo Mr Bboasat Re t.SO. 
«p to Ri twe gow s . Doee ft 


then mean that Rs two crores was 
shared between the two? 

Tlia ball was set rolling in this 
"spirited* deal on 22 Ocimr 1961 
when the home department (trans¬ 
port ) <ft the government of Maharash¬ 
tra sent a letter signed by the secret¬ 
ary, Mr A. N. Baiabyal (No ACL 3280/ 
1732/PRO-2), to the president of the 
Maharashtra wine merchants associa¬ 
tion saying that, "Certain customer 
preferr^ brands of Indian made fore¬ 
ign liquor (IMFL) menufactured out¬ 
side Maharashtra have a targe demand 
for consumers in Maharashtra. The 
manufacturers of such brands are not 
located in Maharashtra and presum¬ 
ably due to overall shortage of alcohol 
in the country (hey are not able to 
bring adequate stock of tbe products 
in this slate. (The) government of 
Maharashira. therefore, is considering 
a scheme of allofing some alcohol to 
manufacturers of such brends whose 
factonos are located outside Maher* 


The schooling of a VIP's son 


joine 

non-teaching staff. It was much la¬ 
ter that (he other class four em¬ 
ployees discovered that the new 
recruits*^ cook, a nightwatchman 
and a peon^had very different 
duties to perform. They were, of 
course, security personnel in 
charge of protecting the PM’s 
grandson. Besides these security 

C ersonnel, two plainclothasmen 
eep a strict vigil at a residence, 
near the main road, which Rahul 
shares with other freshers. One can 
see (hem patrolling at night. 
Vined g hamie 
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Since liqht needs to be harnessed, 
Bqjqj offers a comprehensive range 

to suit every need. 
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On 22 October, the Maberathtra 
wine merchant$ association replied to 
complimeni the seeps taken the 
government and requested that the 
same facilities be extended to distil 
lers within Maharashtra who are un¬ 
able to cater to the full requiremeni of 
consumers in the state. On S Novem> 
ber 19BJ, the distillers association of 
Maharashtra met to consider the circu¬ 
lar of the ftovernment of Maharashtra 
to the wine merchants, namely the 
proposal to allocate rectified spirit to 
manufactories outside Maharashtra at 
the rare of five lakh litres per manu> 
factory for being processed into IMFL 
and breachr back to Maharashtra. 
They said in view of the adverse effect 
the proposal would have on manufac 
tories set up vrithin the suie, it was 
decided that the same be taken up 
with the chief minister. 

Accordingly, on 17 November 19dl, 
they wrote to the secretary, home 
department r transport), govarnmem 
of Maharashtra, and ihe commissioner 
of prohibition and excise saymg. “The 
members of the assocletion are ac a 
loss to understand the genesis or the 
objective underlying the proposal of 
the state government. They hasten to 
Mint out that the same will hit hard 
the IMFL manufavtorier which have 
been set up at heavy capital expendi 
lure in the state and whose opereting 


capecities cannot be said to be opti¬ 
mum yet. Further, the proposal to 
allocate five lakh litres of rectified 
spirit for each of the outside manufac* 
turei^ In question i$ a blatant discri¬ 
mination against local manufactories, 
must rd whose capacities have been 
pegged ac one lakh hires of rectified 
spirit per annum. It is needless to 
point out chat manufactories within 
the state need all assistance and en- 
couragemenc of the state government. 
Even if there can be no objection to 
the Slate government going to the 
assistance uf manufacturers outside 
the state to the extent possible, ihe 
same should be without any detrime¬ 
nt to The inieresi of those in the 
state, as otherwise there is no point in 
putting up and operating manufactor 
les Within the stale. It is earnestly 
requested that the state government 
will be pleased to look into the matter 
from us proper perspective and will 
nor take any action that will prejudice 
ur be detrimental lu the interests of 
distilleries and manufactories set up 
and working in iho state ^ 

McDowell and Cvmpanv has already 
received 20 lakh lures and the rest 
was expected fo be delivered soon 
Meanwhile the distillers seem help 
less, 

Olga TelUa 


lime in an entirely different a^ea of 
the city. The modus operandi is simi¬ 
lar. The ung forces its way into the 
house by breaking open the back door 
Within 20 minutes, the house is ran¬ 
sacked and ail valuable items are 
stolen. The police are summoned. 
They are told that the gang meml^rs 
sp«ak.Hindi. The dog squad is pressed 
into sers'ice but it loses scent at a 
nearby bus stand. 

26 February. Police headquarterx 
Around 4.K) am. the Bangalure police 
Have just finished a session of inter 
rogation of two persons suspected to 
be involved in the dacoities Police 
commissioner A R Niramuddin him 
self has taken charge The suspects 
admit to being invulveU in all three 
cases. They give the pulue a clue lo 
the identirv of n third vuspoci. Mean- 
whilg. almost at the same time at 
Bypanahalli. around five km from the 
scene of the Indira .Nagar crime, the 
dacoiis strike again. This time, ihev 
ransack the house uf Mr Suresh Safur 
la However, ihe operation is more 
violent. 

According to ibe testimony uf the 
victims, the gang did not seem to have 
any known nuAde of iransport aail, 
each lime, had escaped on foot Vet. 
the dog squad had not been able to 
cone up with anything in anv of ihe 
lases. Police lommmioner Niramud* 
dm. meanwhile, offered to resign if the 
two suspects had nothing to da with 
the dacnities. Yet the dacuities con* 
emue. 

When asked whether the police had 
made any breakthrough in the case, 
till the lime of writing, Mr Nicatnuddin 
said It would "hamper the invuitiga- 
tion if anv information was revealed to 
the press." Thu is probably under* 
siandable if the police do have some 
valuable information. Howevei. ihis 
much IS clear, the Bangalore police are 
in Do shape to ensure adequate proiec* 
tion to a Urge number of persons 
living in the city. In KoramangaU. 
Indira Nagar, Bypgnahalh, Sanjay 
Nagar. etc., admits Nisamuddin. the 
ratio of police to ihe population is 
l:S00. With the city expanding in whai 
seems to be a totally unplanned and 
ungainly manner,several new colonies 
have sprung up in (he Use few years 
This reporter learns that the Banga¬ 
lore Development Authority and the 
electricty board are taking a renewed 
interest m providing proper lighting 
for these isolated colonies after the 
Spate of dacoities. What about the 
police? Says Mr Viswanatha Rao 
whose son owns a house near the 
Salaria house: “When we reported 
that our house had been burgled at 10 
am 00 IS March and that the modus 
operandi was similar lo the one used 
by the dacoits earlier, (he police reg* 
istered the case as a mere robbery. As 
for protection, they gave us a pink 
plastic whistle (he showed it to this 
reporter) and asked us to blow on it if 
we saw annhing suipicious. With the 
nearest police station three km ewey, 
what kind of a joke is this?" 


BANGALORE 

A plastic whistle to 
ward off dacoits 


Bangalore: When in casual conversa¬ 
tion,former chief minister D. Devaraj 
Crs was asked to comment nn what 
was wrung with the present adminis- 
trdiinn, he promptly said: "The law 
and Older situation." Of all the bad 
apples in Mr Gundu Rao's basket, he 
told this reporter, the police force was 
the roCTenest. On more than one occa* 
Sion, he said, the police had proved 
Itself incompeteni to take proper ac¬ 
tion. Harvh mdicement from a man 
who no longer holds the reins of 
power. 

Today, however, the same sentiment 
is being echoed by many others—the 
man on the street whose only topic of 
conversation revolves around the re¬ 
cent spare of dacoities in the city,and 
whose nights, naturally, are spent 
waiting for the frightening knock on 
the door. 

24 February. Koramangala. Around 
2.S0 am, a gang of six persons bran* 
dishing knives and sticks breaks into 
the house of Mr V, M. Joshi. hits him 
on the head with an iron rod when he 
triei to resist, ransacks the house and 
decamps with all available gold jewel¬ 
lery. Kis neighbour. Mr Lakshmmar- 
avan. watches the burglary taking 
place, quietly locks his own door. Mi- 
. hvfCM Uiar be too ii attacked. The 



PolKt cetnmssioner Nrsemudd/n.* incap. 
able of conrroi/uig (he spare of dacofries 


to be around Rs i2.000. The police are 
called. The two houses are locat^ in 
an isolated portion oi a new colony 
and the police station is not a stone's 
throw away. The dog squad is put into 
action. In vain, for the mystery men 
have disappeared AJI (hat the public 
learns, from the victims, is that the 
gang speaks a sort of pidgin Hindi and 
broken English. 

25 FetKuary. Indira Nagar. Around 
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London's Editor of the 
Year gets the sack 
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HAIR OIL 


Hr Mui Jim Ii tivfli wtth thrthvn oi Wilham 

rh« d4*iy on 22 Janttary 1992 


tiv ani\»uf\cvfi hv W4* 6i/vr 


Lnndcin: Mere Str««t. or to be more 

3 )vbtfic tl>e newpaper world in Lon< 
:>n« not <tuite the seme since the 
viitrv into thr scene nf the Australian 
jietirJemdn. Huperr Murdoch Kirsc. he 
iritrodocvil the (inJIatln^ touch to his 
nusvcirculuted puhlicetiont like the 
Sird iirtd the of rAe Mr»r/d. Then, 
whc'n U)rJ TUomsem decided to with* 
druw Iroin the Tunes group, he Step* 
peii in as the buver, much iti the 
coiistvrnuTinn m conservattvc circles, 
C>l cour>e, during the year or so that he 
ha> owned Ihe T/mes papers, he has 
not tried anv of his “soft porn** 
methods with these distinguished ti- 
lies Yel. the unions in the Times, the 
Sunday Timo< jrid the variuus supple 
hiive vome to experience some 
riithvr strong nrrn methods from their 
new cm plover, and have emerged the 
worse from the h.irguining sessions, 
tlowevcr, more than the oncertamiy 
ili.ii ^oniMiuos lo grip ihesv papers, 
whiit reailv hu the headlines recently 
was (he sacking of Harold Kvans. edi¬ 
tor ul ihv rr/n<*<'. I>y Mr Murdoch 
I’vaiis, (ormcriv the editor uf the 
Sumlay Times, and a highly respected 
loiirnaiisi in Britain, resigned on the 
niplu of 15 March 1982. and was re* 
placed hv his erstwhile deputy, Mr 
Charlrs Douglas-Home, nephew of the 
British Prime Minister in the Sixties, 
Sir Alec Douglas*Home Thi& ended 
mole than two weeks ul speculation, 
during which period Evans refused to 
c|uir ott the ground that (he indepen¬ 
dent directors of the company did not 
approve of Murdoch's decision But m 
the end he said, "The differences 
between me and Mr Murdoch should 
not be prolonged, I am. therefore, 
resigning as the editor of the Timey" 
The hoard of directors later accepted 
the resignation, and al>Q ratified the 
<ippuintmerit of Douglas Hume ax his 
vinirstor. 

a ^ 


>e more It has astonished many people that a 
in Lon- man of Evans' standing should have 
mce the been treated with such contempt and 
istralian in such cavalier fashion by Murdoch. 
Kirst. he Indeed, a vast section of the discerning 
h to his public have expressed concern about 
like the the possible lack of authority of any 
d. Then, editor under Murdoch. However, 
to with- Evans' handling of the Trotes has also 
he step* come m tor a fair amount of criticism. 
Id the Evan». the ediior of Dr Henry Kis* 
circles. Singer's memoirs and the author of an 
ithaihe outstanding five-volume work on 
. he has newspaper design, was in many re* 
t -porn ** spects a media star. But accustomed to 
shed ti* heavy spending habits in the Sunday 
mes. ihe Trmes. he could never quite adjust to. 
supple the mure austere ways of a daily, 
ce sume especially in the tight financial cir- 
>m their cumstances of the Ti'nie.s today For 
*ged the instaRce. he was used to deploying 
«ssions. squads of journalists on just one story 
ertdiniy in the Sunday publication, which could 
papers, afford il—at least in Ihe past He hired 
recently assistant editors at remarkable salar 
a ns. vdi- les nf up to 130.000, 

(Inch What has, perhaps, enraged Britons 

uf the tniw Is ihai a foreigner should carry so 
'spected fn\tch clout in the workings of an 
I OR (he establishment, which is still regarded 
was re* a national instiiutlon. 
uiy. Mr Anyway. Murdoch's main preoc* 
wof ihe cupation is now the well-being of the 
Sixties, rimes group, for he is a businessman 
s ended to the core, and profit is his only 
:ulatinn. motive. A former ^iior of the bust* 
fused to ness section of Ihe Tunes ears Mur* 
ndupen- doch siiH has an uphill la^. Of coursa. 

* did not for (he lime being he is on target to 
1 But in throw out one thousand people from 
ferences iheir jobc in the first 16 months of his 
% should propneiorship- This has been most 
lerefore. unwelcome as far as thev unions are 
Timas." concerned, but by allegedly dividing 
iccepted (he workers in a crafiy manner. Mur* 
fiad the doch has bulldoaed his way through 
e a* his here, as well 
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NEPAL 

A crisis of kingly 
confidence 




Kathmandu: Kina Birendra of Nepal » 
not quite a relaxed per$on today. 
Those who keep a tab on the aoin^.on 
in (he palace told me in early March 
(ha( the King has, of late, been mving 
indications of a certain cynical atti¬ 
tude towards men and events 

A plausible answer a» to why the 
King has become cynical is. perliaps. 
because he feels he has been let down, 
and badly too, by some of the men who 
have enjoyed his confidence all along: 
fur instance, Prime Minister Surya 
Bahadur Thapa. Since King Birendra 
assumed power, nu other Prime Minis* 
ler, except of counse Tulsi Giri. has 
caused him so much embarrassment as 
Thapd. Me is crafty, scheming and 
inept; and integrity is not his strong 
point. His wheeling dealing has done 
no small damage to the palace’s idea 
of a workable scheme of politics in the 
present context. 

At .any rate, the rapport between the 
King and his Prime Minister is re. 
^rtedly a bad memory. Take, for 
instance, the national panchayat ton- 
vention At the recently concluded 
four-day convention, about 1.200 '‘de¬ 
legates" from various parts of the 
kingdom participated. The convention 
was supposed to rivet its atteori^ on 
finding ways to motivate the painless 
panehayat faithfuls to close their 
ranks and, more imponant. put the 
lagging economy on an even keel. The 
Pm end his critics egree thet the 
economy has gone out of gear and 
unless some positive steps are taken to 
revive it. the country would soon be on 
its knees. What, however, the conven¬ 
tion actually did was to bend over 
backwards to accelerate the Internal 
blckerintttnd power struggle thet are 
rocking paoebaywt. The pencheyer 
devotees did this even as thty irrident* 
ly reaffirmed their faith in the "active 
leadership of the crown.” 

How deeply the rival groups in the 
panehayat ara involved Is mutual re* 
crlnlsations could be gleaned from 
the statecneni of 10 promioeot pan- 
chayat poUticiana. including Raetrlyi 
Panehayat (National LagUlaiura) 
members Lokendra Bahadur Chanda. 
Padma Sunder Uoti. Prakaah Chan¬ 
dra Lohaoi and Pashupaii Shumshar 

ung Bahadur Rana, a gnadoen of the 

ast nareditary Raaa Prima Uinliter, 
Maharaja Mohan Shumeher Jung 
Bahadur Raoa, iaaued last January 
damand^ that a naiional paoehnat 
cenvaatien ahould ba held forthwftS to 
thneh out tba problama they wera 
facing. 

Accuiing tbg Tbapa goveraaant of 
aU ■aimec of mlacenduet and lai* 
Rttoaitai said, aaeag 
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discouraging" every move to restore 
"unity among the panehayat mem¬ 
bers." More, It was "deliberately pur 
suing a policy that contributed to 
making the party!ess penchavax sys- 
tern unpopular." On one hand, the 
signatories to the statement alleged, 
'‘foreign smugglers* were iighiening 
their stranglehold on (he nation’s eco¬ 
nomy and, on the other, they said, 
corruption pervaded every level of 
society The charge was that "the 
regime's policy making apparatus and 
the mimsiers were more corrupt than 
the lower echelons of the administra¬ 
tion." The upshot of ii all was that 
"youths, students and intellectuals 
have lost faith in the pa/Khayat system 
and they are opting out of it." In 
reality the statement laid the subver 
Sion of the panehayat system to Prime 
Minister Thapa's charge. This was fol¬ 
lowed by a no less critical statement 
which three Conner Prime Ministers, 
Matrika Prasad Koirala, TuKi Gin and 
Kirtirtidhi Bista, issued Although they 
did not say u m so many words, ihe 
meaning m what they said confirmed 
this. 

Others who are not associated with 
any of these groups also speak no less 
disparagingly of the present govern 
ment. All this seems to suggest that 
Prune Minister Thapa is the villain of 
the piece. But then that vrould be a 
rather simplisuc view of a situation in 
which a number of influences are at 
work. To understand these forces and 
fecTon in the Nepalese situation we 
ml^t turn to B. P Koirala's statement 
issued on 9 March Xoirala said that 


King Biraadra: ftusaian pawn? 



the developments concerning the 
national panehayat convention con- 
finned that (he rival groups within the 
panehayat system were enuged in a 
bitter struggle for power. l1ie conven- 
tioit. in his opinion, "shows bow strong 
is (he influence of those who believe in 
one-party totalitarianism over the 
party less concept of the panehayat 
system." Koirala also went on record 
saying that "one foreign power en¬ 
gaged in imperialist expansion of its 
one-party totalitarianism" was adding 
fuel to the flames in order to stamp out 
the forces of nationalism and democra¬ 
cy in Nepal. 

The foreign power he referred to 
without naming is Russia The signifi¬ 
cant point IS mat the Moscow leaning 
men, but not necessarily Those bound 
to (he Russia-dependent Nepalese 
Communist Party, ware the most ar- 
ttculaie among those who clamoured 
for (he convention Their idea was to 
make a bid for convuriing the pan- 
chavar form Into a rigidly controlled 
outfit, confront non-MosLow-ciDenied 
anti Thapa men like Pashupeti Shum- 
sher with a (an aeenmpti and then 
engineer a campaign for the Prime 
Minister's ouster 

But Thapa. who had opposed the 
idea of holding a panehayat conven¬ 
tion but subsequently agreed only to 
steal his opponents’ thunder, proved 
too wily Intriguingly. he is also known 
to maintain a Utile more than diploma 
tically correct relations with Russia It 
is said ihat the inordinately ambitious 
Thapa it his own agent. Anything that 
he does ii calculated to enable him to 
have two strings to his bow. In his 
lexicon "fideltiv" is an obnoxious 
word. 

That worries the King, no doubt. But 
much more does the interplay of exter¬ 
nal forces in Nepalese politics. 
Apparently, India and China, Russia 
and America are the foreign powers 
that matter to the Himalayan king¬ 
dom Indian options, the kingdoms 
New Delhi watchers think, are two. It 
could opt for either a friendly and 
stable Nepal or heMmonmn: relations 
with It. Since New Delhi has absolutely 
no reason to worry about Kathmandu's 
friendship, the question of the other 

a non just does not arise As for 
ma. ic is. ai the moment, maintain* 
mg a relatively low profile partly be¬ 
cause of its internal political compul¬ 
sions end partly because of other con¬ 
siderations. 

The USA. too. is on the Nepalese 
political scene. It does its best to 
cultivate friends and allies'who could 
be located m almost every vital seg¬ 
ment r»f society Rut IISA romex no- 
where near the Soviet Union in the 
science of burrowing from within. The 
Soviet obiective is instability in Nepal. 
Moscow does not depend on (he local 
Communist Party, which exists more 
or lest on paper, to operate on its 
behalf. EapJOiring its make-believe 
ideological itruwe. ii cniisti men 
from an walks of me to do the work for 
them 
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REVIEW: BOOK 


The epic made readable 

l)v si7KIJMAkl IHI/VI' I'aChAKII 


T he hook i 5 un emincmiv 

a hit* < 4 ltriilR(*<i v»*rsi(>n nf ihc 
S;i n N k r i I JVfJ hJ hh ard ta .The 
iiiirhur dfiims that he tmemh 
to preserve the‘>pfikvn ()uah' 
tv the text ufid he has vuceeeded in 
(his, iilthouKh it is extremely doubtful 
whether the epic in its present shape 
wus an orally comiatsetl text as the 
author i'liums Ip r>4i It is true that it 
was le.iil .inJ leiiied nrjll^ Tii the 
nnletturuil masses on special occu 
sions. Thu introduction quotes from 
speeches of several political leaders tw 
imistraie That the epic has an abiding 
influvnce uii the mental makeup of 
Indians; whether or not the poUticians 
are helrevcrs in Hinduism, they draw 
upon the epics for effective imoMes 
The hiblioKMphy at the end offers 9 
fairly representative seleciien of 
translations uf (he Jifehdbhilraia. 
Althouph It omits works like the 
synopsis bv F., P. Rice, rhe chief merit 
of the iiihlioAruphy lies in the short 
descriptive accounts of the works men 
lioned. We may not u^ree with the 
authors assessment uf some of these 
works hut rhe Ifi Ksviks listed here— 
ranumu from surnmarv. commentary 
to full translations—Wlonp to the 
more siMndkant works of (his ceteK* 
ory. One wishes that the pictures in> 
sericd were of boiler urllstic qualilv 
The translated text occaslonallv 
leaves Sanskrit words untranslated 
like ra.M, hat. takva^a. it uses namas- 

kara as a vveh. an unwarrantable 
Americanism V'ana fan in dvaita or 
kamyaicd) or at man ace not provided 
with KnRli^h equivalents On the other 
hand it translates month names ir>to 
English and wo all know that lunar 
monihs do not corrospond with (hv 
solar ones. Somotimos euphonic com* 
Uinaliuns which are compulsory in 
Sanskrit are spelt divjunctly (cf Jayaf- 
vala for Jayadvala. p. 17(v}. Han urea n 
for Hanrim;it Is an error, for in English 
we use ihe stem. But the biggest 
formal hurdle is the absence of diacrl* 
deal marks; sometimes this spelh 
havoc as in Hidimba and Hidimba or 
Uttara and Uttara. masculine and 
feminine forms being spelt the same 
way. ''Brahma** stands for both the 
masculine (god) and neuter (metaph¬ 
ysical emiryt. 

Some passages are irertsleted into 
verse end in the introduction the au¬ 
thor sa^ that he resorts (o verse 
where he feels that **the Sanskrit 
needs an intense, imaginative render¬ 
ing (p. 54)." Some of these free verse 
translations are quite happy but they 
frequently add or omit words or 
phrases. But the originals of some of 
46 


Tilt.' ti) Vy<is(t. 

cdruft'fi.sdtf /rorir Stui.skfK 
fuid fniitslalrMi rnfrt Kn^lisli 
by R Uil. Vikiis 
llousfr Tvf. f.ft/,. H.s 


these vtTse tr.msIutMoei cornelinivs do 
not warrant ihe verso form even by the 
aiillior'x own vrltvriori hreanse ihey 
are noi eiiiirvly hcrghieru*d las on pp 
12 . 1 . 2 . 12 . 121 and thv very long pas- 
sage 2Ht2Ktil Mom of iIm>s 4 - are do 
Ncripiions of nature or <if the vobip 
(luius iH’aury of women 

Thv (lanslatroM is elegant but one 
w*>nders if loo muih has not been 
sacrificed for Ibis Hegaiue. l4*( us 
liMik at a few invtaricvs. Afura tmant 
has not liven iranvUied while Sarasva- 
tl hax licvn enplained (p 6 I 1 ; or ihe 
"(he first Muring (ih/dl," nut in the 
original, ha^ liven added. Jay a on Ihv 
same page has been translated as 
"success** but wiihout the note that 
here M .signifies iIh* "varfivst draft uf 
(he core epic (the l.itvi iwo being 
BharatH uiid Mahafifrai.itaf ** f*ri*<f«ilcM- 
na (p. 20.1) lieiomvs "half iirclmg,'' 
unr wonders what gave the author the 
idea of 'half*, because thv word ailtial 
ly mvaiiv full circumahulaiion or iii 
vpoken liiiglish 'going round Ifinn lefi 
tv right* or 'clockwise'. The sentence 
on p. 205, "Kiiher Kama diev-^ir. if 
Kama dies Arjuna dies, too." is 
obviously wrong. The famous <7f(d |ias- 
sagv on p. 21 ) translate "asar" and 
"hhava" as true and untrue instead of 
‘non-existent* and 'existent', both sar 
and bham signify entity or existence. 

In another, more familiar and evoca¬ 
tive f*fra passage still greater liberty 
has been taken, "wnrn out clothes” is 
hero rendered "last year's clothes 
(213)" In thv first place, last year's 
clothes of good quality may be as good 


Quite frequeiilly, horror 
scenes are duplicated in 
verse transialion. Bui tu 
be fair, we should add fha( 
huxom yoon^ d<ini.sei8 
also receive more than 
their due share of vivid 
and detailed descriptions, 
uflen virtually repetitive. 


new this year, and, In ihe second 
place, the vital association qf ihv tat- 
U*rt’(l condition is totally absent On p, 
H'l Sdei, Indra’s well known wife Is 
twuv rendered as Sashi. Sashi (i.c., 
Sosini l> a masculine word which 
nieanN the moonl Maya, ihe demon 
tdarrava) becomes a moctMer, rokwsa 
on p 111 Vasusena can m no way 
mean "(Him with wealth." Again on p. 
120 wc lead. "When is she (a woman) 
ever free ?" This vuftenk (hv brutality 
of thv original; "a woman does not 
dvtvrvu to lie independent." 

Some translation errors border on 
ihe cuinu Thus the "cow" (in madhu- 
luttka. p. 201 ) really means "milk or 
milk-jiroduct** and nut a whole cow. 
Thv "avra" in “rhe departing sun 
tuiichi'd the 'Asta* hills" really means 
''where ihv sun sets (lit. is thrown or 
drupped}" 'Vovanev’ translated as 
"Greeks" (p. .)31) is clearly wrong; in 
(his context, it can only meoii the 
llvlivinred Persians. The M,iu.salH 
book is translated as "the bailie with 
clubs"—l>ur there k no baitiv there, 
the magic club kills and the victims 
merely try to flee and evade 11 , On p. 
iOl ihv wdl-known verse is misirnns- 
lotvd; It should he, "when MiihilA 
burns iioilnng of mini* hums." What 
dues rhe scnlvncv “l.ife Is an ambiva- 
lent inixturv ol gmMi and bad" ip. 356. 
Italic^ niinet mean? The “moral 
seriousness" on p. 169 (line 18) is the 
•lulhur'b cuntiibution. The Sanskrit, 
verse on p. .36 is misquoted and wrong¬ 
ly translated. 

S<»me omissions in ihe translation 
are unfortunate BKiina, Nukuln and 
Sahadevd are forgotten when the Pan- 
dava brothers enter king Virdta’s 
i;ouri. The implied insult to Draupadi 
in Duryodhaiia's gesiurv of slapping 
his left thigh is umillvd There are 
quite a few such omissions in the text. 

Any reader familiar with this great 
epic will be somewhat cnlicat about 
the selection and treatment nf some of 
(he episodes. The longest book (XII) 
has many sections. (Rrfjadharma, 
Apaddhirma and Moksadfiarma etc.) 
and one would expect «i few examples 
from each. Hiese could be fitted in if 
the episode of Cautaml’s sun was con¬ 
densed a little. On p. 330 the incidents 
of Dvaraka and Kastindpura are 
lumped together with total disregard 
for (he time gap between the two. 
jardsandha's my spUtilng into two 
halves at death is omitted; (ha tarut 
scene is unduly short and on p the 

S uence of events is ignored; the 
•mic on polyandry on p. 102 is 
unneceiiarily long. If not wholly re* 
dundanc in such a short sumcnaty ol 
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the epic; the episode of Bhlma'i search 
for Che flower (p. 1S2) is cecUoualy 
long. Vidura*t advice to Dhicaristta 
hardly merits three pages (pp. 263*65). 

S uite frequently, horror scenes are 
ijplicited ifl verse translation. But to 
be fair, we should add chat buxom 
young damsels also receive more than 
their due share of vivid and detailed 
descriptions, often virtually repeti¬ 
tive. 

Many insignificant passages are 
translated in detail while more impor¬ 
tant ones are ignored. One under¬ 
stands the euchor's interest in the 
foreign market but that hardly justi¬ 
fies concentration on glamour, some* 
times at the expense of epic grandeur. 
This it all the more disastrous as most 
readers are uninformed as far as the 
original Sanskrit epic is concerned; 
this translation may be their sole 
source of information and im^etsion 
and while (hey enjoy the facility and 
elegance of the language and style, 
they will not realise chat they are 
given a distorted version of (hii mag¬ 
nificent epic. 

I f this translation is intended for 
those unfamiliar with the ancient 
Indian scene as the glossary seems to 
indicate, then the errors th«re are very 
serious indeed. After reading these 
entries one cannot help having serious 
misgivings regarding tne author's com* 
peteTKe and equipment for undertak¬ 
ing such a stupendous (ask. Most of 
these references go much beyond the 
epic age and encroach on the Purank 
and sometimes even the early mediev¬ 
al scene. The grosser errors whKh 
convey wrong information will 
hopelessly misguide the uninformed 
readers for whom the book is presum¬ 
ably intended. A few examples should 
suffice. 

si ^'Hinduism is a complex blend of 
Aryan and Dravidian elements;" no 
mention of the Austeric element at all; 
b) Ambd and Ambdlika are entered, 
but not Amibaka; 

ei The evardra list contains Krsna who, 
because he is regarded as a full (while 
the others are only partial) incarna¬ 
tion of Visnu is not generally included, 
while balarama usually has that place; 
d) Laksmi is here “the goddess of 
learning*’ and she is “Brahman's con¬ 
sort;" actually she is the goddess of 
prosperity and Ngrlyana’s consort in 
the Furinas; 

el Drona married Krpl. not Krpa (p. 
^ 78 ): 

f > Canapaii or Ganesa is nor the lord of 
“people" bur of tribes, gane; 
g> Homa is explained as “food or ocher 
offering in a puji (sic) cereniony." The 
epic homa refers to Vedic sacrifices 
and not to pu;6s; 

h) Poor Inora, the onetime culture 
hero of the Aryans and the king of (he 
gods merits only one minor myth 
sniecking of pornography. He was a 
sort of a philanderer but his vedic and 
epic ioiage hee a hundred end one 


used as an epithet and does not signify 
the “Juggernaut" the foreign tounsi is 
interested in; 

j> Neither feifa nor Kill has any rmer- 
ence here to their primary connota¬ 
tion. lime; 

k) Ka}p» here has no bearing on the 
three eeonst creation, preservation 
and destruction which togerher consti¬ 
tute a kafpe; 

l) The entry of kima u riddled with 
anachronistic bits of information, all 
minor In importance; 

m) Karma is not “the Hindv theory of 
birth and rebirth," it is the tenet of 
action begetting an equivalent effect 
in this or the next birth; 

n> Kama did nor know about his 
pveniage until almost on iha eve of 
nis death when KuntI lold him; 

0 ) Keshava (361j does nor mean “the 
black-haired one" but “one with hair;" 

E ) Kumf did nor conceive Yudhisthira, 
hima and Arjuna from Pkndu but 
from Dharma. Vkyuand Indra. respec- 


Apparenlly. ihis book 15 
an abrkigea version of I he 
epic in readable modern 
English. But even then the 
transcreator owc.s it to the 
epic and even more to his 
readers not to 'create* too 
much. i.e. not to depart 
from the original in any 
significant wav- But this is 
precisely what he has 
done quite frequently. We 
are sadly reminded of the 
French adage: a 
translation is like a 
woman, if she is pretty 
she is not faithful and if 
she is faithful she is not 
prelfv. 


(ively. At loosi. so sailh Vyksx; 
ql *nie entry on L^ksmana is totally 
redundant and confusii^. The detailed 
information on tings is out of place in 
the Muhibhints. The informarion in¬ 
cluding sites of irnga pilgrimages, 
however, will be of interest to a par¬ 
ticular section of tourists; 
r> Maya is wron^y described as an 
anti-god; Narada is net “one of the 
seven great sages;" Nkyiyana does not 
mean “wacer-mover** and he la not 
Brahma (383), nor is he the ftrec of the 
divine triad but (he second;- 
$) One is given Just two versions of an 
infinite ho^y of mystique attached to 
the word Om; neither was necessary. 
Pknini should not figure in an epic 
glossary unless it aims to be a verit¬ 
able compendium which it is not by a 
long shot. The information on Pralmt 
(p. 36S) Is wholly out of place; it 
quotes verbetItA a pitifully old author* 
itv on the subiect. Brahma desired 


his “consort." Soma may nor be “the 
}uice of a milky creeper^ if the latest 
research of Gordon Wasson is 
accepted, and it is now accepted by 
most serious scholars. Surya here does 
not receive any mytholoucal attention 
except the lourisis’ guide information 
of the I3ih century Konaraka temple. 
Tanira is an anachronistic entry in an 
epic glossary but full of interest to (he 
western tourist; 

t) Uttard the feminine is indicated as 
having an accent on the last syllable; 
this IS wrong. The last syllable is 
lengthened to signify the feminine; 

u) Vaithya cannot mean “a profession* 
al dancing or entertaining woman in a 
royal court." The author presumably 
has lesyjf in mind, a word of lot ally 
different origin; 

V) Vafisiha does not mean “super* 
eminent" but “the foremost of the 
self<ontrolled ones," and ViSvimitra 
means “friendly to all" not “un¬ 
attached to the world;" 
w) Vitsygyana is a wholly irrelevant 
entry unless it seeks to aitract the 
readers of the daily multiplying trans* 
larioAS of his work on erotics. Inciden¬ 
tally. the sage is credited with a Syiya 
bhisya (a xluss on logic which has 
nothing to to with grammar) and not 
Nyaya bhasa. And iJnaily, 

XI Ya)Aa Is not “any Hindu sacrifice in 
which fire is the centre) deity." it is a 
Vedic sacrifice in which oblation and 
iibatinn for the various deities ere 
offered to the fire. 


it IS difficult to check the eccuricy 
of the translation is thtre art no book, 
chapter or verse references. But then, 
the Dook does not claim to be a transla¬ 
tion; it is a 'transcreation’. We are 
pushed to (hat basic pustle: what is a 
(ranscreation, how does it differ from 
a translation? Ap^rencly, this book is 
an abridged version of the epic in 
readable modem English. But even 
then the transcreator owes to the epic 
and even more to his readers not to 
’create' too much, i.e. not to depart 
from the original In any significant 
way. But this, as we have seen, is 
precisely what be has done quite fre* 

J uently. We are sadly reminded of the 
rench adage: a translation is like a 
woman, if she is pretty she is not 
faithful and if she is faithful she is not 
pretty. But (his epic, more than any 
other, had a claim to a faithful render¬ 
ing, for, it is perhaps the world's best 
epic. 

Qeariyi the author in his own way 
was impressed by the Mahibhinta^ 
for, he says that “he (Vyasa) will not 
let us be; he is like an eoema itch, a 
toothache, a betrayed love (p. 3)." One 
wonders whether greater care and 
accuracy, knowledge and understand* 
ing, greater familiarity with the lan¬ 
guage and literature vrould not have 
been brought to bear upon the work if 
he did not react to this epic as to an 
eciema itch but u the distant and 
majestic snows of the Himalayas at the 
signr of which ona marvels, and to 
reach whose heists ona is prepared to 
prOMad painstakingly and with adaqu* 



O n a warm aftarnoon io 
Novemb^ 1961, a dlffidem 
young man walked into 
Bharani Studios at Madras 
for the first ever song re¬ 
cording of his career. He was just 20. 
His ^ossy, black hair was swept back 
neatly from a broad forehead and he 
was turned out In flawless white'^ 
choice of colour that was to become ■ 
trait later. He had a gifted voice, but 
the music director was worried that 
the youn| singer night develop "re¬ 
corder fright." He therefore decided 
to *tike* the song and the singer was 

E sn to understand that it was only 
"final rehearsal." However, with* 
out the linker's knowledge, the recor* 
dtr was switched on. The song was so 
beautifully rendered that the very 
ffrit "take" was okayed^unheard of 
for a newcomer. The apprehensive 
music director was M. B. Meenivasan; 
the song was for a Malayalam film by 
K. S Antony and it heralded a new era 
in singing. For south Indian music it 
meant the discovery of a sensational 
new voice ahd for the singer with the 

K lden voice. K. J. Yesudas, it was the 
linnir^ or success. 

A native of Cochin. Yesudas was 
bom on 10 January 1940, the eldest of 
Augustin Joseph's live children. At the 
age of seven he was already earning 
applause from friends and relmtivea 
for hlf extraordinary musical talents. 
He went to school in Fort Cochin, but 
studies had always been secondary In 
his lif^music was always supremely 
important, 

is early trainir^ can be divided 


into two phases 


0 pneses. ms first euru was 
Kunjen Velu Asan, a disciple of Rs* 
jaratnam Pillai, the famous nedaswaf' 
art expert. Then he trelned under 
Siveraman Nair of the Saiueetha Kala- 
layalan in Ernakulam. His first ever 
public performance was greeted with 
thundering applause In fact, a closely 
guarded family secret is that Yesudas 
used to leach his father (who was a 
reputed sinter himself) light pieces to 
render at hi$ live performances! This 

r rk of talent haa to be fostered, so 
pite a difficult financial situation. 
Yeiudas's father admitted him into 
the R.L.V. music acedemy at Trippu* 
nithura near Cochin, where In recogni¬ 
tion of .his talent, he was granted a 
year*8 exemption in the four-year 
course in classical Carnatic music. 

Yesudas received his Cana Bhashtn 
degree In 1959. with the added distinc¬ 
tion of standing first in the state. It 
was not long before he joined the’ 
Swati Tirunm Academy of Music at 
Trivendmm for the two-year advanced 
poit-graduato course In Carnatic 
music. But he was not destined to 
complete it es his father fell seriously 
iU and he was forced to discontinue. 
During his first year at the academy he 
had applied for the post of staff artiste 
at AIR in Trivandrum, but was turned 
down during their audition test! It was 
4D unsiTOury episode that ttiU rank¬ 
les, but, says Yesudas, ”I have, not 
taken it out againat them in any way.” 


SUNDAY SPECIAL 


^sudas: 
Kerala’s 
gift to 

Indian 

music 

LAKSHMI MOHAN 
traces how this unjqueJy 
talented singer has 
acqaired the mantle 
of a star but has chosen 
to wear It lightly. 



Yesudas would perhaps still have been 
on the AIR swf. As it wes, things 
turned out fer better than be had ever 
imagined. 

Mfhile in the academy, under the 
tutelage of the music maestro, Sem- 
mangudi Srinivasa Iyer, he gatec¬ 
rashed, quite unexpectedly, into 
films—he was introduced to producer 
K. S. Antony. The rest is history. When 
M. B. Sreenivasan, the music director, 
met him In Trlchur. Yesudas was 
asked to take an audition test. 
Strangely. Yesudas then did not know 
a single Malayalam song well, so he 
sang an old Mukesh Uvouiite, Do 
roion mein pyeer ka aatam guiet 
gaya. He was accepted immediately. '‘I 
don't remember it I was paid anything 
for that first film song, f don't think 1 
was. But that wasn't important. The 
only thing that mattered wes to be¬ 
come a playback singer. Little did I 
realise then that I would make it this 
big," Yesudas reminisces. 

After this initial break, things 
cooled down for a while. Yesudas 
shifted to Madras, the centre uf the 
south’s celluloid world. The first two 
years there were miserable: he was 
penniless and unable to record more 
than three or four songs. But by 1963- 
64, he had found his way into the 
mainstream of Malayalam rilm music. 
He recorded his first Temil song for 
the film Bommau his first Telegu song 
for \jndb Chandamma. and his first 
Kannada song lor ChandavaiUthoisam. 
By 196S he was firmly established in 
south India as. a singer of repute. But 
unfortunately, in 1965 his father, his 
vital inspiration, died after a pro¬ 
longed illness. D«pondent though he 
became, Vesudes could not let himself 
willow in grief; he had to move on. 

Even before his father's death, 
Yesudas had been travelling through¬ 
out Kerala, performing to packed 
houses. Those were the days when he 
would aing Mohammed Rofi's Japaan, 
tore in fokyOy or one of his own 
Malayalam hits and would have young 

( Iris swooning in ecstasy and crowds 
ysterical witn applause. Ac a concert 
in Eimakuiam, Mahakav)^ C. Sankara 
Kump. bestowed on him the title of 
Ciena ThUakam. 

But it was at Shanmukhananda hall 
in Bomb^, when no less e person than 
die late Chembai Vaidyanatha Bhaga- 
vathar honoured him with the title of 
Sangeerha Raja, that his fame trans¬ 
cended the borders of his home state. 
The event was the be^nning of a long 
end fruitful association with the great 
master who took this young singer 
un^r his protective wings ana trained 
him. It was under Chembal's guidance 
that Yesudas scaled truly great 
heights u a singer. "Otirt wee not 
exactly the relationship of'a master 
and usciple. We were friends and I 
can naver forget his affection and 
•InceHfy. Bven today, whtnevtr 1 sing 
the keertantm Ravanafor^ wbieE 
Cheabel tauibt me, I 









Chembafs recognition of hi$ ward's 
classical music talents made Yesudas's 
acceptability with orthodox audiences 
easier and served to break down the 
barriers of entrenched tradition, mak¬ 
ing him more acceptable even to the 
brahmins who had a virtual 
monopoly of Carnatic music. Yesudas, 
iiT his own way, took this a step furth¬ 
er. His music was a synthesis of light 
and classical styles and to him must go 
a large pare of the credit for taking 
Carnatic music to the masses. 

Y esudas burst upon the Hindi film 
music scene in the early Seventies 
with his runaway hits from Chitehor 
and An4nd Mahaf. But few know that 
his first Hindi song was a forgotten 
number from Jai J^wan Jai Kisan^Dit 
rube kya hisa, re<.Qrded in 1971. There 
had then followed a period when he 
was unable to forge ahead in Bombay, 
until music director Sahl Choudhury 
espoused his cause and used hia voice 
to the best advantage ini4flandMaAaf 
Then came a saviour in the form of 
Ravmdra Jain, who adopted Yesudas. 
puided him through his early months 
m Bombay, taught him the rudiments 
of the Hindi language and literally 
jettisoned him to tame and glory with 
that popular number, Gcei .era gaw 
bad§ pyaara. He soon consolidated his 
position with super hits in the films 
Tottiif Khihua (Maana ha rum,com¬ 
posed hy Bhappi Lahini and bVamr 
(Kya karoon aapni,composed by Ra- 
jesh Roshunl. Kits from films like 
Chavhme Badiiofv. Payaf ki Jhankar, 
Saavan Ko Aanv Vo. Adaalai and Dada 
have now firmly established him in 
Bombay, 

Despiie Yesudas’s success, however, 
the big banners and the big names of 
the Hindi film industry seem to bypass 
him. R. D. Burman and Lakshmikant 
Pyarelal have yet to take him on and 
he has sung only a handful of duets 
with Lata Mangeshkar or Asha Bhons- 
le—a crucial prerequisite before gain¬ 
ing cent per cent success in Bombay. 
One drawback frequently attribute 
to Yesudas is his nonavailability in 
Bombay, It is said that he is so engros¬ 
sed in his work in the south and in 
travelling around giving performances 
everywhere, that he has become 
rather elusive "But now Tm going to 
organise my life-style." says Yesudas 
with determination, **1 will compart* 
cnentalise each month and allocate ten 
days for recording'^ in Madras, ten for 
recordings in Bombay and ten for 
concerts and programmes." 

Yesudas pushes himself furiously all 
the time, as if dru vn on by some secret 
inner restlessness. One day he is m 
Delhi for a pertormance. the next day 
in Trivandrum for a concert and the 
third day in Gujarat wooing unfamiliar 
audiences. He is in Madras one morn¬ 
ing for recording a Tamil song and in 
Bombay the same evening recording a 
Hindi song. Little wonder then that ne 
won the Indian ‘liirlines award for 
toae yvarg for being the most widely 

®n ,thB Mtiwal 



compartmHntali.se each 
monlh unU allocate ten 
days for recordings in 
Madras, ten for recordings 
in Bombay and len fur 
concerts and prog¬ 
rammes.' 


seem to diminish, his voice never 
>eems to grpw stale end crowds con¬ 
tinue to throng his performances To¬ 
day. he has greater panache than he 
fore, even if he lacks ^mewhar in 
brazen showmanship. Hv is more 
poised, assured and self-confideni. 
more relaxed on stage than ever be 
fore as he sings effortlessly into the 
mike. Ditwsed impeccublv in all while, 
with his mtense. brixuling eyes and 
clipped beard. Yesudas louks mure the 
archetypal religious irusader than a 
top singer of the gtamiiruus film world. 
He apparently has strict, self imposed 
dietary restnciions fur preserving his 
voice. He does not smoke, does not 
touch liquor, tea or coffee and con- 
nanily surprises with his requests for 
warn milk or warm water. Even medi¬ 
cines with an alcoholic base are scru¬ 
pulously avoided because of their 
adverse effects on his vocal chords. 
But then, for him, no sacrifice is too 
great lor .his voice. 


is trying his hand at 4ome musical 
instrument or other. It is not very well 
known that he is also a composer and 
has written the «core for six 
Maiayalam films. He has his own re¬ 
cording studios^Tharangtni Audio 
Lid in Madras and Tharangini Records 
in Trivandrum^wiih the latest recoid- 
ing equipment. Yesudas also rum the 
Tharangmisari School nf Musk m Tri- 
x-andrum, imparting training in all 
aspects of vocal «ind inscrumenial. 
light and classical music He hupes to 
extend hostel facilities soon and insti¬ 
tute scholarships tu students. And 
when the demands of his “nbxessuin" 
in life become too insisieni. he re¬ 
treats In his canvases and paints ur 
plays a vigorous gunu- of tennix to 
unwind himself 

Behind rhe bearded, contemplaiive 
face is a shy. reiiring and soft-spoken 
man—a man who has few friend<<. who 
conscivntiouslv shun** the glamour and 
glinerof the film Morld. Yet he seems 
to be prode to getting into religious 
controversies. Hia eves flash as he 
says, "A man must have the itghr to 
^actise whatever convinces him. 
There are too many man-mode uulh 
. .A Hindu IS barred from going to 
church or a Christian from eiuermg a 
temple: this i*i absurd. In God's pre¬ 
sence, every^one is eiiual." Hu efforts 
at entering the Lord Krishna temple at 
Guruvayoor were doomi-d to failure as 
orthodox Hindus had refused to let 
him in. What is even worse, he is often 
caught III the hack lash of his own 
uncnnventiunal t Inn king. Orthodox 
Christians diM>wn him for deviating 
from traditional Chrisiiart beliefs. His 
>on was refused baptism bv the church 
of Trivandrum on grcoinds that he had 
become a hetetic bv treguenting Hin¬ 
du temples and offering worship there. 
Dliimately. after a running battle 
through the columns of a newspaper, 
his vm was baptised. However, as an 
unpublicised act of defiance. Yesudas 
has not yet baptised his second son. 

Over (he last two decades, Yesudas 
has amassed a stupendous array of 
awards He has thrice received the 
President's guld medal for the best 
singer of the year, (he Padntashree in 
1977 and innumerable state awards for 
his Maiayalam songs. If there is*one 
little chink in his armour at which 
crincs still lunge, it is hi$ so-called 
non proficiency Tn classical music. 
They point out that he dilutes his 
rairga.s. doOA not expound them well 
enough, ix not at ease with low notes 
and that he does not have “flow and 
virtuosity." But even the most spirited 
critic dare not complain about the 
emotional appeal of his music—light 
nr classical—which remains as strong 
today as it was two decades ago. And 
no critic can deny that he is today t 
massive crowd-puller who enthralls 
audiences wim his voice. It it an 
emotional catharsis for (he sinper and 
a uniQue experiance for the listener. 
Indeed, no critic can deny that he it a 
boon to thi world of music, holding out 
M rmwnixw that will eat richer ip the 
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T heafurnooaof 19 
March. Th« stock ex 
change in Bombay is packed 
to capacity. Everyorie is 
worried about the prices. 
Suddenly a name is men- 
t;uned. /4/nrrabh B^chchan. 
Soon it is heard in more 
places than one. Business* 
men huddle together and 
talk. no. not about the price 
of some share falling, but 
about Amitabh Bachchan 
and how he had died that 
morning. The news of Ami* 
tabh's death spread like 
wild fire. Desperate calls at 
his residence yielded no re* 
suits It was Prakash Mahra 
who eventually conf irmed 
that Amitabh was alive and 
doing ouite well. Amitabh 
was dubbing fur Prakash*t 
Samak HaUa}. It was the 
second time Amitabh was 
dying to live again. The last 
time ne died was some years 
ogo. when he was down with 
jaundice. 



Amrtabh: ruK*e dead 


S anjay Dutr is looking 
good these days. He has 
just returned from Germany 
after undergoing treatment 
for some mysterious ail* 
ment; the result of an excess 
of drugs, they said. The best 
thing that has happened to 
Sanjay is that not one of his 
filmmakers dropped him 
during his stay in Germany. 
The>' have started work 
with Sanjay again, and some 
of them like the young Bhiir 
diBungachary are also 
speaking very highiv about 
his talent and how Sanjay 
showed signs of grow mg up 
into a fascinating actor. San¬ 
jay is busy tMln shooting 
two shifts a dav. Things are 
back to pornal and the hap* 

E iest man aretiad Is his 
sther. the sheriff of Bom¬ 
bay, Afr Surtj/ Duic. 



Shabene. miuiiidei 

A new weekly that has 
just hit the news stands 
and which specialises In 
sensationalism carried a 
front page story about 
Javtaitha writer of Safim 
and Javed famel and how Jse 
had married She bane Aimt 
Th is ma rriage has been 
talked about for more than 
a year. Talk to Javed in his 
beautiful house by the sea 
in Bandra about the mar¬ 
riage and he gives you one 
of those mysterious siniles 
and says nothing At for 
Shabana. she says her reU* 
tionship with men have al* 
ways bMn misunderstood 
and then stops talking. 
Other members of Shaba* 
na*s family go wild over the 
phone. If there is nothing to 
the story the tsvo must come 
out and tell the world the 
truth and stop all the gossip 
about them for all time>- 
that is if they want to. *lf 
people don’t understand a 
beautiful relatibnship be¬ 
tween a man and a woman 
what can I do?** Shabana 
asks in sheer disgust, the 
kind of disgust that sounds 
genuine. But isn't she one of 
the better actresses we 
have? 

T he way Kumar Gaura r 
walked out of his en • 
gagement with Kima. 
daugjiter of Raj Kapoor 
showed the first signs. 
Something had gone wrong 
somewhere. Soon Love 
Srori'was released and was 
declared a very big hit. 
Kumar Caurav was a star 
and everyone expected Vf- 
jayia also to ba a it«r. But 
Viiayeta dtdn*x baCMM a 
star. Add now the latest 
rumour says Gaurav got 


married to Vijaveta. How 
the news spread when it was 
a secret marriage is nor yet 
known. Talk to Rajtn^ra 
Kumar and he says talk to 
Bunty. Talk to Buntv and he 
just smiles. Talk to vi jaytia 
and she bJu.thes. Talk to 
anyone in the Pandit family 
and they say nothing. If no* 
thing IS what everyone 
knows then how did the 
rumour spread? Even 
Kumar Gaurav wants to 
know. His marriage was big 
news few him. 

T he latest news from 
Perin Villa, the house in 
which lives one of the most 
eligible bachelors in the in¬ 
dustry. Sanjatv Kumar. A 
source very close to 
Haribhat says that he has 
fallen in love and Is still in 
lm*e with a widow of a very 
famous filmmaker with 
whom he worked for a short 
while. The film became one 
of those incompleted films. 
Other sources close to San* 
jeevsay. Karibhai is being 
nke out of respect for a 
woman whose husband had 
played a very important 
part during the early part of 
his career. 


Saniet*' :*earchsrta for /ove? 





S nderj has been a sing 
ularly lucky star. Apart 
from the fact that she has 
talent, she has had the sup¬ 
port of a lot of big names in 
the industry. However, 
although sbe has been 
acting since she was ten 
years old and has co-starred 
opposite almost all the top 
Telugu and Tamil matinee 
idols, her one and only 
dream is yet to be fulfilled; 
to stir opposite MGR. No 
sooner had Sridevi risen to 
stardom when MGR step¬ 
ped down from the top film 
notch to become the chief 
minister. 

R ecently Madala Hanga 
Rjo went on a fast out¬ 
side the Madras censor 
hoard. Reason: the censor 
board's Inordinate delay in 
issuing 4 certificate for Ills 
Ijtest film Viplava Sank- 
ham. The censors are drag- 
cmg their feet because 
Kan's films display a dis¬ 
tinct leaning to leftist 
idealngv. 









Sridavt: untulftHed dream 


R ecently 5- r. Balasubra- 
maoiam's daugh ter 
Kufflirx Faffa V7 and sister 5. 
F. Saiiaja sta^ their 
Arangetram. The function 
was attended by eminent 
film personalities including 
L V. Prasad. Said a proud 
Balasubramaniam.*'f never 
knew that they could dance 
so well. You know. 1 never 
get a chance to watch them 
do the Bharatnaiyam be* 
cause I am so busy rgcord* 
ing. In fact, I was so unsure 
of their dancing abllictes 
that I was rather nervous to 
arrange sfich a big func* 












inning 4 April 


By AMRITLAL 


For lhgs» bpm tehntn 15 Mircb isd H AprU; Th« mfluance of a 
mothoriy porsonaiity 4 ofian ratponsiM (or Drvtgtng • dr«$bc 
cnan^ in your iito You ftro uoually vofy oducaiM and 
•bto howovor, trwupgoto Mm ovorylhing aHaioncolendBlo moko 
\nirtg% raider diHkcult at iha oulM MaR*r» amoethar) ou( ovar Wna 
arM you and up paing vary arudrta and an aspan n your fiaW 
Urilura. iha ana. aeianca. avronomy. pMoaop^y and raagion art 


among your hatts o( specaitsauon You are axtcemely enihuslaanc 
about your work. (Mra are umas when your enthusiasm wanes, bul 
mat IS only a tamporary phase 
You land 10 hava vary succasstui ch<ioren. Like you. your children 
loo havo I irwsi (or krtowtsoge Soma of you boar children whan 
you era abroad You nave vary actrva anemias They may prove vary 
troubMoma. Out can laidon^ bnng much harm to you or your family. 


&f|daytt«e^ ^ 


(15 April—14 Miy) A 
jAf^rSJPparticuiarly good weak lor f> 
|y ^r^^manca courtship and man 
<^^^riaga You win have pianty of 
^^^^■'''^^opportuniiv u> keep yoursaff 
amused Mirror hffs wiih your partner which 
had iroubied you m the pa$i. will casse to 
bolhar you The professional front looks 
bright Thera will Pa steady progress and 
you are iikaiy to earn ihe praise of those in 
aulhority PinenciSl problems wHl not bOlher 
you this week Good daitt. 4. 7 ar>d 10 
Lucky numbers, i 5 ar>d 9 Fifsarsbte direc* 
lion; Southeast. 

n/ -] TAURUS {11 Miy—14 Junsi 

|v^^-^.,^^Sfanoy progress on iha proles* 
^KSXatWsiOhhi from wiH Md lo financial 
/^y^lgams this weak This is an 
weak for making a 
headway in your profession provided you do 
not ipsa saif'conlidanca Employers and 
those in authority Will prove haipiui Make 
use ol ihA opporiuniiiea ihet coma your way 
this weak A lucky week lor IMm too you 
will acquire domes and omamants Keep a 
Close watch on your nasith Oesd dalci 4 6 
and 8 Lvchy numbers: 2.4 and € Favourable 
dlreclion Nonh 

GEMiNf fIS Jure—14 Jvlyl 

Welch your r>aaith Gamifuias 
^ This weak your soha worry wiN 

haaHh of your Ipnviy 
^ and your own as wall Taka no 

chances wiih iha weather and be omparad 
to incur a subsianhat amouni ol medical 
expanses Do not be cisheartar^ed Fcmate 
reiaiivas win contirtue to benefit you and you 
are likely to make steady progress on ihe 
professional front A good week for romance 
lies ahead of you Check extravagance 
Good daias. 5. 7 and 9 Lucky aumbsrt: 3. 6 
and 9 Favpurabfe direclian: South 

iWzT^CAMCER (1S Julf-14 Augusi) 
l^fiOj/^This IS s week of very good 

oooortunities You should be 
LA^A^^^a Ve 10 make some very impor> 
t>fr^ ^^3tani changes m your irfestyie 
provKfed you can gr^ ihe charges that tie 
ahead ol you A word of advise do not let 
idaaNsm gel the better of you when it comas 
10 idkihg decisioris tt « likely to hinoer your 
progress This is not a good week to involva 
yourself n political controversies Sleer clear 
of debates and arguments Watch your , 
health. Good dalas: 6. 8 and 10 Lacky 
nambcfs: 2. 4 ar>d 7. Favourabia dfroeUan: 
vvesi 


LiO {15 Augast—14 Septambari 
Unexpected gairvs are m store 
tor you dw week Luckierones 
^^wll gar* through property and 
insurance Those xi service 
wai make steady progress The dumesbc 
front will rernain calm and elders m iri# lamily 
win cononua 10 pfOva vary heipiui This is not 
a good week tor romance So do not pin you* 
hopes or the recent tneridshp that has 
developed with a member o' tr^a opooska 
sex A letief wiH priog good news Goad 
dales. 8.8 and 9 lecky nvmbcri. 3 4 and 8 
Favoaribla dtraciiaa; North 

R VIRGO {IS Saptamber—14 Oaa 
bat) Sweethearts and lOvers 
brighlan up This *S a lucky 
week ipr you Forget the pasi 
ar^ concentrate ort your pan* 
ner this week artd things wiii turn out 
favourably for you Nut a pailiuilarlv good 
week for businessmen you may have lu 
srwuider aoditionai 'esponskbiiitias itvs 
week Foaow your mtudioh and i> vou are m 
service you wiF have no problems Awproot 
caunon do not bejntsied by rumour Goad 
dilti 4 Sends leakT Mfnbers 3. 7 and 8 
Favoeiatie dlrsetiaa: Northeasi 

K LiBfU fIS (kiebar—14 Nenn- 
beri Do not lose pabenct if 
progress is slow ims week 
Delays and obstacles may 
crop up on the professional 
ironi YOU wiM be required to exercise lect 
and d«iomacv to deal weh iho orobiems 
successMfy A word or adwse be very 
careful m deahOQ wiih ihe newly developed 
Inand of ir>e opposile sex Do not fake lhi^r« 
fpr grarked Guard agartsl the nsk of losinq 
afnend Romance •$ not wen signriied Good 
dai<S'6.band 10 Utleynembers 4 eand6 
Favoerabla dirtttien West 

a SCORPIO (15 Hovcmber—ia Da* 
eenbar) A week for dectsk>n* 
making and tfianqes Do not 
hesiiaie to pusn 'oih new 
plans you are bound to suc¬ 
ceed. Past dilfculties wil be overcome by 
(WM of hard work FmaociaMy. this e a Kicky 
week for you You are kkely lo gam through 
mhentance The domestic frore wiH *emain 
calm and your children, if any. will be a 
source of |0y for you The week wkl end on a 
very hapw note However, keep a close 
watch on the health of your spouse 0 bo 4 
dales: S. 8 and 10. Usky aenbert: 3.8 ana 7 
FaveuraMe dlreceea Nonhwesi 


oaaw ^ SAGIHARIUS 115 Decimbtr— 
14 January) Your health wrii 
NJyS^show remarkable improve* 
IWiVgl^^ment ihis week SieuCy prog* 
IS sssuied. n you are m 
service For (hose in business Ihis is a lucky 
perKxi you Will be able to erlei inlo new arid 
lucraiivp deals The flcmestrc from will re* 
mavt oeacelul and children win continue to 
be a source ol happiness A very t)Ood week 
lor lomancu. courtship and marnaqe. 
Fnenos and *eletives will keep ihe weekertd 
busy Oaod dales. S. 8 and 10 Lucky numbers: 
3 4 and 8 Favourabia direction. Souihwest 

^<2 CAPRICORN ns January—1 a 
February) Your prospecis are 
6 (^J'M^^very bright thi^ week 
Businessmen tighten your 
«4 ueil& Speruisiive vcniures 
and ri$Kv invesiments j'e ^ikiriy Id oeor iruij 
Ar« unexpected (Ourttey Vill r>erieNl you 
Seek the advise 0l eiders it yo<. arc plannirvg 
to moKc Any changes Du noi be unduly 
wo(i:ed il yuir he*^fth i.au!>ec vou stvne 
trouble A letter wli bnng in good news 
around mo weekerto Ges4 ditei: 4 7 and 
to Lucky numbari. 3. 6 ar^d 9 Fovearibli 
direciien. Northwest 

OSa^s AQUARIUS {15 Fsbriiry—14 
p^^i^March) Financ»Bliy. ihis is a 
I . very prosperous week for you 

vv»norall gams are m the nfling 
L7tnTM*v J Xha health of your family merri* 

taers wki cease lo worry you The domesK 
front, however, may noi remain verv peace* 
<iii You might have some misynderstandirg 
Wiih your spouse Foi Ukase *n service, you 
are rcgutipd lo pay atleniion lo the mnulest 
(MMs of your work Ay*very tnvoerable 
lime lor romance Good dates: 6. 7 ar>d 8 
Lucky numbers* 4 6 and B Fivearable dIrtC' 
hons Cast and South 

PISCES (IS Msrch—14 Aprllj A 
^ " ^NY ^verv fucky week for inieliec 
iuais ar^ creative* trusts Your 
RL5/Ai^>^eftotlx wnI be i.rowned with 
^sixces^ Votir competitors and 
adversaries will mamUin a kjw profile this 
Meek. A word oi cauticn oe on yOur guaro 
against oeceif fiorn a luend Also if you are 
a creative aitist i<y iKi to daydream this 
week you r>eed all me hme u> onncentraie 
on your work Not a very lucky week for you. 
if are romaniicaky inclined Watch your 
health Good dates: 4, 5 aitd 10 Lucky 
numbcri: 2. 8 and 9 Favourable direcilent: 
Wesi end Nnnh 
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PATNA It m*iv nmnd increiJible but it 
i> true thm i\\t wuids uf the premier 
votenrutiv hn«piiiii o 1 P;jtn»i. the Sabeu 
bj(th Pki'^hu I'hkkitshtiliiya have been 
rented mit h> rhe vetermary vu(( post* 
U(l There Nui tu talk almut the hovpiul 
stair oven sume outvidets have made 
iherr ivnnanent abode in the 'duft 
Wiuir. (ou w.iiH* .md other wards. 
When .tskvd. I he inexal OiXuparttV 
frank Is said "we pav rent and live 
he/o" Si\in hh/iht iSftyamali, Patna) 

BANGAl.OKiv: A procession of cattle, 
horsen, do^t and cats was taken out in 
the city by the students of the Veterin¬ 
ary Collejte. The procession went 
straiKhl tu the chief minister's office at 
Vidhana Soudha where a memorandum 
WHS kubmirted. The students demanded 
parity m pay scales of veterinary eisis- 
rant surpeons with those of medicel 
assistant surgeons. The procession of 
animals is said to be the first of in 
kind^fnd/an fxprets (Poornima* Bervg- 
alore) 

CALCUTTA: Three men. elJegedly 
drunk, entered the guard's cabin of e 
Howrah* Burdwan local, overpowered 
the guard and took over the running of 
the train on Tuesday (16 March) night. 
According to Eastern Railway sources 
in Calcutta the men entered the guard's 
cabin when the tram reached 
Baruipera, about 27 km from Howrah, 
essaulced the guard and forced him to • 
corner of the cabin. They then took over 
his duties—Stare.sman (Kejal Chakra- 
borty. Calcutta) 

HAZARIBAGH; Dead or alive beware of 
the feline. Pokhen Mehato who killed e 
eeven-foot long leopard sin^e^nded 
with an axe in self defence and bocecDe 
a hero in Lai^ village under Mandu P$ 
in Haaaribagn district .discovered to hla 
chagrin that even a dead leopard is no 
less menacing. As the villagers carried 
Pokhen end the dead beast in a irium> 
phani procession round the villagejirtle 
did they expect the cat to take revenge. 
The police.on receiving information, 
rushed to the spot and look both the 
killer and the killed into custody. LAitr 
Pokhan was remanded to jail custody 
under the Wild Life Preservation Act 
end produced before the Judicial magli' 
trate—Timer India (Arun Menon, 

Vadodara) 


MADRAS: A city businessman, who 
allowed a stranger to watch a Tamil 
Nong and dance sequence on TV at hic 
residence found much to his chagrin, 
that his ‘guest*had walked awav with 
some jewellery and other valuables. 
According to a complaint lodged with 
the police the valuables costing about 
Rs lU.OOO had kept on a tnble in 
I he TV room—india/t Express <N 
Mohan. Bangalore I 

MADRAS Tamil Nadu chief minister 
M. (i. Ramachandranfioday broke his 
earlier record of a marathon speech m 
the legislature. In ih** Legislative Coun 
cil. Mr Ramachandran took seven hours 
and ten minutes for his repiv to the 
debate on the motion of thanks to the 
Governor for his address. The longest 
speech was spread over three daw. llis 
previous record was tin 26 Kebruarv 
1979, when he took six hours and three 
minutes to reply a no-confidence 
motion against his ministry—indran Ek 
press (S. Ramesh. Bangalore) 

NEW DELHI Mr A. K. Roy. indepen 
dent member from Dhanbad. composed 
Ten Commandments and recited them 
in the Lok Sabha yesterday (12 March i 
to sure up what whs termed by members 
as “lyrical criticism” of the budget The 
Ten Commandments are: Thou shall 
export till it hurts/Thou shall import 
even if it hurts/Thou shall see black 
money as white/Thou shall make five 
star hotels bright/Thou shall look kindly 
on big bustness/And multinationals to 
have your hands full/Thou shall have no 
mercy on public or private sector.Thou 
shall not permit sirik«s/Thou shall re 
duce subsidies and direct laxes^Cod and 
SDR bless thy CNP. Amen—Deccarr 
Herald (K. P. Andavan, Gobichettipa- 
liyam) 

PRATAPCARH: A young man had to 

S j with hii lift for visiting his beloved. 

me* rtaideats of the vtlTage annoyed 
with the youth over hit love vfair killed 
him when he went to the villiM to meet 
his sweetheart. Then they tned to de¬ 
pict the incident as en encounter with 
deceits. The polke«upon inquiry,found 
their report to be fake and registered 
cases ox murder against some ville* 
^^Startaman (Rejinder Singb, New 

lABALPUR: A SO-yw^d man udxo had 
batfl declared dead le reported to heve 
cbm# to life, but only lor about 30 
minute*, to the aitoniahmeot of hU 
reUtioiu end neighbours. Save Singh, a 
resident of the Gorakhpur locality, bad 
been declared dead on 13 March by a 
registared physidan. As th« body was 
being bathed for cremation .the 'dead’ 
man opened his eyes end spoke to some 
people in the household. A a umber of 
neiu hours who heard about this mbed 
to Ml bouse. Hevrever within 30 minutes 
of his revival the condition of Seva 
Singh deterloreted and he was declared 
dead by doctors ooca again—ffmee o^ 
India (Mohammed Aiam, Aligarh) 
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What harm is there if we opt to 
have u separate defence too? In fact 
we would prefer to have a tone of 
peace with India^^Jagiit Singh 
Chauhnn on Kholistan quoted In 
WVelend Revien 

1 lUi riui vuosiJi-r J.igiit Smgh the 
nt‘t4t. I Ju nm belu’ve ihai the Sikhs 
warn khaliNtan—/;iii Singh in an 
mtevvivw w’lrli liVt'kt'iii/ Nei'iew 

My only amhiium in life is to be 
Horn n Congro'-man and die u Con¬ 
gressman—Pninah Mukherjee. un¬ 
ion linjiue miiMvfer. iti rho Lok 
Sahha 

Tlu'onlv inliei Maine we have is the 
^on^lltuc tonal and pcditical process. 
If W(< I'rttMkor pi^-s«rvc this, then 
Hh,it can wc pjvt on to the next 
gcni'iatomy.-Piltio Modv. in the 
Kajva Sabha 

(Buying weuponv Irom the USA) is 
not only in the interest of Piikis- 
tan’s security hut also India's—Zia- 
ul Huq 

The arm^ deal with the V$ not 
being a t>opular issue within Pakiis- 
ran. the Martial Law regime hopes 
to sell it only by simultaneuusly 
talking of a no-war pact with In¬ 
dia—Nikhil Chakravertty m IHus- 
nated Weekly of Indie 

I get on well with most people, 
strange as it may seeffl. Lgot on well 
with President Reagan in Cancun— 
Indira Gandhi m an Interview with 
the Tfmes. London 




Sorry I cannot be with )4^u. But 1 
would like to offer you my sm* 
pat hies for a worthy cause—tan 
Botham in a message to en utci* 
apartheid rally in London 

If you heve the courege you should 
kill yourself, like Hiller. I (ell Sad¬ 
dam ihet I know one wev out for 

K , and (hat ia sukida-T^kyatollah 
imelDi to President ^ddam 
Huaiein of Iraq. In a recorded 
speech breedceit over Teheen radle 
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A morn m promtr tomamd Ito MM 01 CMdSa 1 
hraicMmotewneattmpi aaarmaoliOwhtch 
mailiad Omn Vclena't Otamond Jubilaa m 
I0P7 ThagarMipudOc torftdPtaoataa. dowbm 
Pial of ito Aomid aiatwpi, tncotoandni and 
pMamdaia cenDdaiad Pit aants, aitoeh had a 
•oUl mce Ahia ol t16?i;. Pten MuT t4 out 
ragacMiy Mmanano f Hmmd to me Amef«an 
BMi Nom Co. ol tov York iht cumpi rapre- 
. duoad too pomti ol Pm Ouaan. one rm a 
pmnwig by APmd t CtoJon m 1037 and (he 
oPtm ptodad m itot by ■ Vmnnea e anmt Haei 

c. w. HIU. 


QyR 

QUeSnONS 

1 On# od The mpdrsngs of the Rusman 
yyord. kufak, today « a paa&ant who 
•mploys labour N^hgl ig lU original 
moaning^ 

2 CNropraeiicd A no< t ni«0«cal Orofos* 
sioci bui a thdrapmuiic system What 
pTdturnpiion is k based on"* 

3 The Spanish worO <or a smaK house A 
casPX). Wnai oio s casino originaRv stand 

for^ 

4 When was Ihe Same of Camel 
fought? 

5. In oiOen omes, iruasma or vapours 
were behevmd to Oe the mam reason tor 
diseaseo m mpn. Nowadays rmasma M 
something dWerai*4 What eaecuv a O 


6 Wmd insects and beds often act to 
poHmata howervig plants So do bats and 
tneir aiding as agants ot ooamation has a 
speciaf term What a p^ 

7 On the sets of a Mn stwPo. one a 
U tely to hear the word eWyHlink What is 
4’ 

B. The 4ews have a special name lor 
Iheir prayer booh. What a it? 

9 One has heard of londefgartehs tor 
ChriOren but there was one known as 
M i lner s Kmderganen What was S'* 
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TRAVEL SAFE 
i^th 

Allahabad Bank 

TRAVELLERS 

CHEQUES 
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travallors 
cheques 

□ Do not sign your 
tfflvdter s chSeutt 
hefor«hand SiQn only 
in the presence d the banher 
«the time ol encashmenL 

O Ke» the cheques In a safe piece 
and mrorm the fsauing office 
immedleidy tn case tne travedcn 
cheques ffe lost 
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JETHMALANI'S MEETING FLOPS 


PAWAR^S PLOY 

THERE Mcm to be few limits to Mr 
Shared Pawar's paliticaJ aoibiiioai. 
Till now he hae been playing bis 
cards eery well. He has alraedy told 
Mr Chant Ira Shekhar that he is very 
keen to }oin the Janata Party to 

E lve the way lor Of»p<Mition unity. 

ut after wlnnio| the cmfidence it 
the Janata chief, Mr Pawar is wi^* 
ina quietly on a preconceived plan. 
His supporters from the Con* 

K sa(S> aro tryinf to proiect him as 
compromise chairman of iba 
new party. These people are 
spreadtni u about that Mr Pawar 
will be workini with the eshi/wad 
and auldanca or Chaudhury Charan 
Sinih end Mr Chandra Shekhar. 


OFF SEASON 
PURCHASE BY STC 

A State Tradina Corporation (STC) 
delegation Is plennini to visit AIri* 
can countries soon to purchase 
cashew nuts. What U sumisin^ is 
the timinf; the normal casMw 
buying season is in Septamber and 
Octob^. Informed sources stcie 
that any purchases made now will 
only benefit the iateraationsl Hoar* 
ders who will sell their necks at the 
hiaber prlcesprevaiJinf durina the 
oft season. Tne mode of nwing 
these oui*of*seesoA purchases is 
also contrary to the normal practice 
followed for other commodities' 
The STC has not floated any tender 
Informinf the world market of Indi¬ 
a's resuirenenii. If it had, then 
offers could have been received 
ridht here in Belhi. Why this depv* 
ture from normal practice? 

CHBLA AND RS 21 
LAKHS DISAPPEAR 

A person called Mr Naidu, who is 
officially siilJ the aecretaiy of the 
Maharnhi Mahesh Yogi ustitute 
of Creative InteUigeoce. suddenly 
disappeared in March from Jabal¬ 
pur where the institute is head¬ 
quartered. He was supposed to be a 
very close confidant of Mahesh 
Top's nephew Mr Anand Srivasta* 
va, who looks after all the interests 
of-Uabesh Yoti- Aceordina to 
reliable sources in Uahesn Yo^'s 
camp. Mr Naidu pot wily took avrmy 
•li bis persdnal belongings, he also 
meneged to disappear with Rs 21 
lakhs. But the moat intri¬ 
guing thing is that even after losing 
such a huge amount, Mahesh Yogi's 
chefas have not lodged any report 
with the local polke- All they are 
doing la arcuHni Mr Naidu of steal¬ 
ing Ri 21 lakh*. 



JethmtUni ant hriog hir /Hands (cgerhar 


MR Ram JethmaUni is in a fia. He 
organised a puMic neetang at iha 


RamlUa grotmds in Delhi on 21 
March in the name of (ha Friends of 
Afghans against the USSR. When 
the meeting was planned Mr Jeth* 
malani had announced 
Chaudhury Charan Singh and Mr 
Atal Bebari Vajpayee as the main 
speakers. Both of them got star 
billing in posters but none of them 
tun>eo up. Mr Jethmaiani's trou¬ 
bles started with Dr Subremaniam 
Swamy's induction into the list of 
spe ak er s . Dr Swamy was cuppoaed 
to be third speaker after Mr 


Charan Singh and Mr Vajpayee. 
But his name was missing from the 

C ublicity posters. Then some of the 
TP leoMrs objected to Chaudhury 
Ctiaren Singh's name. Finally ob 18 
March, at its ‘Thursday ihakna,' the 
BJP members decided that they 
would not attend the meeting 
cause did not want to share the 
larform with Dr Subremaolaiv 
wemy. On the other hend» 
Cbaudhufy Charan Singh was con¬ 
vinced by some d his mend* that 
(he meetug was nothlt^ but a do of 
the American lobby and be alee 
riMui^ to attend. 


SOLITARY MANEKA 


THE Prime Minister was given a 
warm s»id off by her colteagues at 
Palam on 21 Uaich vrtieo sheleft on 
her fix-day official visii to Briiain. 
Security was ven tight and Qtedal 
immigration ana custom* counters 
were opened at the airport as a 
preceutionajy meesure. Ine Boeing 
aircraft which would carry Mrs 
Gandhi was checked at Bomlmy and. 
'rechecked ei Delhi before Ming 
declared fit for the flight. Mrs Man* 
ika Gandhi was also praient at (be 
airport. She looked nipremtd and 
loMir* nobedy talked lo bar. Sever¬ 


al Congress (I) men who used to 
hang around hta all tbc time before 
June 1990 did not even wish her. 

The only escepcion was flnaace 
minister PranaD Mukherjee who. 
went otn of his way te say hello to 
bar. Her son, how e v e r, was ea* 

jojiM himaelf. Be did not coate to 
the airport with his amtber but with 
his pandnwtber, from 1 9afda^ 
Jung Road. Maneke had come In a 
separata car. 

0. E. MZAMUDCMN 
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VUit your Chftndii) dealer 
to eee the big*vatue 
Chanden Wardrobes— 

Homaker Tvinlok. 

Univereel. Unlhom. 

Unletar. Satecta. Bantam, 
etc. Availabte in over 
a dozen combination of 
acceteorlee Including 
lockara. drawers, shelvea. 
mirror, hanging rod. 
tie bar. etc. Choice of 
Aaotoura. 
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rt doing a lot (D «afn your fmic. 

On boord, our hospitality goes bayondthonamaste. Our friendly, sarf-clad hostesses are 
iMfl-tralned In the firw art of making you fed at home. They speak yourlanguage.caterto your needs. 
In short they h^ make the moments *fly'I 

To delght your pafete—thoe's e rtchly-varted menu—Continental and Indlv)- VAlh 
mdd vegetarian dktalo^ The firwst In In-ftghtentcrttnmem, Irvludlng Hindi movies. P<vRrst 
Class passengers, the luxury of the Shmteette. andMaharafehbungesatsdectedafrpoits. For 
buslnm travdfers, an excludve upper-deck Execuflve Claai eaUn. 

Enjoy the feditles of corr^uterlsed reeervatiom for Mant conftrmatton of worldwide 

bookings. 


We offer you a choice^ the \%4dest number of ftghtt—fest. direct lights lo the largest 
number of destinations horn lndfe« with a punctually remd vwe are proud of! 

For us. thflre*s nothirtg more rewwd ln g than the smfie on your fece. 




Wash your cottons with anything, but give them 
the ultimate whiteness with Robin Blue. 


Now in d new^artractive modem pack .The Cnisted whitener for generations. 

Robin Blue.The ultimate whiteness forcottons. 








One* lh« vriM leu «4l Mvn 
puih * back Vi and tmf 
itiMdyfoe we* *avi. 
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On 29 M«rch, th« curiair c«m« down on ih« tel Of OortiJN 
fomiiy 4'Of^a whon l^• i«i« Son^y QanON i (•Ho. Manoica 
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The lalarmc nuclaar bomb ia wal 00 Ita way. It ia bainQ dMlopad 
ai Kahuta naar laiamabad. How did PaUkan manapa to do I? 
Whara did tha fi^aitiaa vid ttw nMona of doian for tia proftci 
(codanamad 'TOS) coma from? Tha anawar* to thaaa and mar^ 
moft puaaiona ware taneaet on BBC-1 laetyaar. wapubiihan 
iMBhdQad aaneoipt of tfta Wn ihet prooad Proieci Tor «id 


M. J. AJibar 


Ml«v Su^ iWv 0*4 IW*>w* To««h*' Nnex 
mM ftMwai Tvewncw Otwei. v<«ik awi^upu. 

Nu« S UrmU •»« ( Mm 

ShubMWM iMfumwv*. Vdi Mmihj 
• •VM' Ovtw *Mt *1 OeMW Mu** lAMMiVI 


r Iw 9mm a«MM ito tf«in I niM* 8w«w 8m«. 
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CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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an elephant can do. 
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Post mortem 


W ilh all ivimcniy I (hank M J.Akbar 
for hik report. The 

^une nni-k Hc^i'nge fitr ¥^tijk»hipaf- 
am (U Mar4;h>. Bverv viiMen nf (he 
country ^h<>ul<i be meUe to realise and 
a(kn<»wlcdee (he facie stared by Mr 
Akhar 

fVad/u ri^shnjiva/. Vitinnaparm 
(Afu/hr^ yrudv^hi 

M. J' Akbar's views were praiseworthy. 
The reUgtnus chauvinism of nrpanisa* 
(Ions like (he Vishwa Hindu f'arishad 
must he checked before it i* (oo late. 
Hindu chauvjAjs(s have been raising 
(heir voice against uniouchabiliiy. hui 
what have they really clone to r<»>i nut 
this malady? Only when they hear of 
hari|anx turning tn another creed are 
(he chauvinists spurred into aciion 
X. Xomer EJuru 

The Mardiius have fallen into the clutch* 
c.s of the R^. They have conveniently 
forgotten that iheir greatest hero, Chat* 
rapali Shivaji, is referred to as a «udrj by 
K» members. 

Tapan Afondaf. Asunxof 

M. 1. Akbar'x was an eacellenl, indepth 
study nf the Pune nets. The morning 
araan has been prohibiled by the author* 
ities just because the RSS finds it intoler* 
able. Would (he authorities stop the 
forcible sprinkling of mud and cofoured 
water on Muslims during Holi? 

M. Y. SaJique. Bhubaneswar 

It is clear that the Pune hots were 
engineered by the Hindu Vishwa 
Parishad. The RSS is giving binh to 
parishads and somrtrs one after another 
only to spread communal hatred through¬ 
out the country. Tbc RSS pvishMd in 
Tamil Nadu—^tter kiiovm as Hindu 
Munnani^made its humble contribution 
during the Kanyakumari riots recently. 
R. MaAiWgnnan. Thanjswr 

Congrafu la lions to M. J. Akbar for ex¬ 
press ing the feelings of the Muslims in 
generaf 

jeved Afj Khan, Z^ucJrnow 


While thanking M. J. Akbar for a well 
wntten account of the Pune riots, 1 wish 
to add the following to his opening 
paragraphs 

Fanatics frtAi dinereni communities 
should organise and participate In a 
regular annual carnival of butchery. It 
should be held in a centrally located dty 
or town in India. The eamivaJ, it is 
hiiped, would ai least spare lh« lives of 
mrtoceni people whose main aim in life is 
to earn two square meals a day. 

G. L- Karkal. Bombay 

It is true lhat ihe maiority community 
should be more tolerani; but at the same 
time, the minority urntmunities should 
appreciate the sentineots of others. The 
root cause of communal distrust and 
hatred must he located and remedial 
measures taken joinily by religious and 
imliiieal leaders 
Padhic/n Sen. Cafeur/a 

Revolted by (he report, I have been 
compelled to wriie this letter. 1 had 
started reading the report without check* 
me the name m ihe author. It turned out 
lu be so nauseating that I turned back to 
find ouiVrho had cooked up such anii- 
Hindu material And sure enough, it was 
M J. Akbar. His personal view tA injuS' 
(ke struck me as highly malicious. 

It IS indeed a painful predicament: the 
minoniies in our country can scream 
against Hindu exploitation and airocily, 
but if the Hindus sav anything against 
ibe minorities ii it called 'Injustice.* The 
Hindus cannot even protest against a 
Muslim's right to marn four times and 
(hereby increase the Muslitn population 
in India, ft is deer that is time (he 
Hindus will be reduced to a minority. 
Sumts Ray Agarwai. Madras 

M. J Akbar made a crafty attempt to 
alienate harijans from the Hindu com* 
munjiy; the Muslim League bad made 
similar attempts in the pre-pariiiion 
days. And with the express purpoae of 
creating a further rifi between India end 
Pa ki SI an. Mr Akbar made an interesting 
observation: “If we are going to use such 
miisoue-ierople arguments, then how are 
we different from Pakistan?" 
Monoeanjan Cfas. Caahaii 

An otherwise brilliant report by M. J. 
Akbar was spoilt by the concerted effort 
to rover up the acimltes of muilahs and 
padres. Tne rhetork against the foreign 
monn theory did not cut any ice. Why 
are Ihe OiuJiah* and padres iunii| the 
poor Hindus into their fold? Why aren't 
they doing anythin for the people of 
their own communities? Lastly, why is ri 
that every single issue of Sumoav carries 
something t^iost the RSS? 

5. Rangarajan, Madras 

The report was biased. Why does M. J* 
Akbar I tare to report on ev er y eoaimuaal 
not? Does he have no confidence in other 
reporters? 

Ditpa Vatsar, Kanpur 

There was a defiaiie uAderrurreor of 
communal Nas in Che report. ¥fhai wag 
the ii^ifieence of (be concluding para* 
graph in which a brahmin photographer 

was q noted as layukg I hat 1 be rescrvit Ion 


e icy should be scrapped? M. J. Akbar is 
I advised to shed his biases before 
writing on sensitive ihum. 

A. D. yhiogran, Haw Dalhi 

I am convinced that aelther Hindu 

E shads nor Muslim panshads, neither 
Ju goondas nor Muslim gooadaa are 
responsible for so<a11ed communal riers. 
People like M. J. Akbar are resmsible 
for sowing the seeds of communal dishar« 
mony. The press in our country enjoys 
complete freedom and Mr Akbar can 
therefore get away with anything There 
should be >OD)e kind of contrM some¬ 
where. How can journalists be allowed to 
write whatever they feel like? 

Fadma Charan Psoftr. Bhu^neswsr 

The report was clearly an effort (o 
malign a few selfless workers who belong 
to (he majority comniunUy and have 
(heir own pnhiical leanings. As for (he 
aAon^ous photographer quoied by M. 

i . Akbar. 1 cannui help agreeing with 
im: brahmins in India are not only In 
minority hui are also the most neglected 
cititens. 

N. A. Sabramanian, Bombay 

Most of (he Indian Muslims ore not 
prepared to accept (he reaJicy ihac they 
are merely 'Hindu Muslims.' Only a few 
centuries ago they were all Hinaui, but 
now they think (hey have come directly 
from Mecca. Unless (hey change their 
attitude it will be very difficult (o main¬ 
tain Mace id the country. There is a limit 
to Hindu tolerance* 

G' X. Moorrhy. Madras 

M. J. Akbar devoted his first paragraph 
(o Hindu fanatics and the second to 
Muslim fanatics, gut why did he not 
begin with Muslim fanatics? Was it be¬ 
cause the Hindus are in majority and 
therefore the evil in them shoufd get 

E riority? Mr Akbar wants Hindus to m 
roadminded, to view everybody as an 
Indian. Well, that n what the average 
Hindu was doing for centuries. The Mus¬ 
lims ruled the ^indus; but the Hindus 
did not compl a ni—after ell. they were 
being ruled by fellow* India ns. But then 
came partition and the attitude changed. 

When a Kashmiri Muslim returns home 
after a trip to New Delhi he says he's 
come back from (ndig* During the Indo* 
Pak war I have heard the Muslim chll* 
dren io my neighbourhood shouting, 
"Pakistan amdabadi'' The Mu^maan's 
priorities are clearly different; religion 
above the country. So who is to be. 
blamed? If India becomes a Muslim* 
dominated country what will happen to 
the cnuch talked about secularism? 

I have the foUowing suggestions for 
Indian Muslims: 

1. Think in terms of your country 
rather than your relipon. 

2. Do not expect preferential treat¬ 
ment or faveura. 

3. Do not fail to criticise Muslim coun¬ 
tries when they go wrong. 

4. UndersuBd the deopBr in convert* 
others to your faith. 

. Realise that the Hindu's faith is as 
sacred to him as your faith is to you. 

6. Practise teculariim; it ia net moani 
for (be Hindus aloBt. 

C R. Rarichutdran, Madras 











oops and dacoita 


Full steam ahead 


T hiUklM (0 SUMCMV for •spofting (b« 
Mtfdftd cod (fMchgrMis drami in U? 
flifg sntf dMrA ^ C/P, 14 Mirch)^ Polkc 
bruulte^ it • mere reflection oi our 
•odtiy which htj gone berserk. 

M. K. Serides. CtKUttt 

Decoiti should be puniihed; but nowe* 
doys wbet is the difference b^weea cops 
end decoits? 

5. P. iiiurv$Mpp4n, triehy 

PeoifncAj Rmi: Poiittal eiurffer by police 
should serve ss en ^enspener. Thii^ 
heve come to such e head ihet ^ rvllnf 
pernr member can eliminete ell bis poll* 
(icel opponents by sheer muscle power. 
The dey is not fer when the country'will 
be ruled by killers end outlaws. 
Premod 5henne. Itfew Pelhj 

tf ell (het hss been reported about stt- 
tioe officer Jharkhende Rei is false then 
the gevernmeni should immediately 
challenge Shubhehreie Bhatiecharva 
and SunoAv; if the ellegetions are true 
then the Prime Minister should take e 
persons! interest in the case un<i order so 


enquiry. A p^ieeasan who bee abused 
power cannot be allowed to receive poll* 
tical proteetka. 

SoArenra A'sw»4 fOrissaJ 

All branches of the state police, the dog 
squad included, have been mobilised to 
hum for the killers of C. s. P. Singh. 
Reesoo: he was a judge and, above ell. 
the chief minisier's bro^r. On the other 
hand. Reasnehi Rei. a poor CPI worker, 
IS already forgotten. 

Miya« A/j. M/rrapu/ 

Chttbinm' Deedeod /or a dacoii was a 
thrilling report. Thanks to Shubhabrata 
Bheitecharye for his blow*by*blow 
account of the killing of Ckebiram. 
RaiMAbar Mbfianty. Calcurte 

The news of Cbebireai's death must have 
been welcomed by ell end sundry in t/P. 
CKcepi ibnse poliiicians who petfonised 
ibe dacoii end received favours in re* 
lum. The death of Cheblram has spell 
ihe death a number of political careers 
in UP 

Shdndtl Prabho. 5olan 


I I if rejereiuble that the widely circu* 
leted Sunday mega tine published the 
item, Asian Carnes may be delayed 
(Lookiag Claes, 14 March). Despite the 
physical evidence^which is clear to the 
most cesuil aye In Delhi—uf the progreM 
being made in ihe finishing of ih« stadia 
and other constructional activity, Sun* 
CMv chose to create en unwarranted 
alarm over the fate of the Asian Games. 

Let me essure Sunday and its readers 
that nor only will the A51AD begin bang 
on time, but all the stadia will be ready 
for use well before Khedule. l.e. by the 
end of June. In fact, in August* 
September this year we intend to stage a 
series of national games in these stadia. 
This will be a gCN>d rehearsal for our 
nacivnil athleiev and will also give us the 
opportunity to test the complete facili* 
ues in actuahiy. In conclusion, 1 would 
like to stale that we need support fur our 
gigantic effori to enthuse every citisen of 
this country ui favour of the ASIAD. And 
without the couperaiain of SimoAV it will 
nor be easy for us to maintain the tempo 
of evecutive implementatiun. Please do 
net publish tendentH^us rep<»ris Icke the 
one mentioned above. 

Himadri Dhanda. adviser tpub/ic 
>el«tn0ns;, Special Organising 
Committee. IX Asian fkmes. ATvw f>e/hi 


‘Coore forests not beine denuded' 


T hu is with reference to the item 
Timber contreete-^undu Rao /touts 
laws to help friends bv Louise Fernandes 
(Sews. >4 rebruaryl. In tbis connection I 
request you to publish the undermen* 
(toned cleriflcaiion*. 

The main contention of the article has 
been that in spite of the Forest Conserve* 
(ion Act of the government of India, (he 
state government has permuted mdust* 
rial units (o denude forests. It is argued 
that while no rights vrere admiUed by the 
forest settlement officer when these 
areas were constituted asteserve forests, 
(he government has now created such 
vested rights. The article has also 
touched upon the issue concerning (he 
claims of one Mr Ranupuran, giving (he 
impression that the government depart* 
menis have, with ulterior motives, tore- 
gone the ri^ts of ihe state. The article 
cUimi (hat the working of the Coorg 
forests has been stayed by the High 
Court and with the weight of numerous 
laws govemijig forests on the side of (he 

B riitioners as also the provisions of the 
oresf Conservation Act, the eaploita* 
tion in the forests of Coerg should cone 
to a atandsiiU. 

The Forest Conservation Act prohibiu 
the conversion of a forest area ror alter* 
naia use and does iMt prohibit soendfk 
exploitation of timber. U, as contended 
by the petitioners in the writ pedtion, 
(be Pomt ConservailoB Act were to non 
tree fellmg. such a provision would aoply 
to the fqrests not only of Coorg but or the 
entire country. In other words, there 
would neither be timber nor firewood 
produced anywharo in ^ coun^. The 
mention of toe ngbia of tbe individuals 
being suspeoded et the time fer eonatitu- 
lion of an area ns a r ese rv e forest la 
different from the right of the suce co 
svork tbeee forests. 

Tbt iIlocBeitt of softwoods to the 
Industries is neither ^ednl to Kimeuka 
nor la it new. Exploiiidon of softwoods, 
as dbdncc from herdsvoods, l» industries 
is the cemmoq. prectic# in over the 
iM .KgywiMg ^ first cos^ceaeioe 


to an industry was granted during 1944 
and in Coorg diktrict in 1946. It is men* 
tioned that such a concession has now 
been granted to two industries controlled 
by p^sonal friends and Congres«ri> 
ms tel of the chief minister. Perhaps this 
refers to the concession afforded to M/i 
Coorg Wood and Plywood Industry of a 
quantity of JOOO emtr per annum, sub* 
iecc to availability. which will 
nechme effective only after the factory it 
installed. We have allotted such conces¬ 
sions to 1 7 industrial units between 1966 
and 1980 

The impression given by the article is 
that the forests of Coorg are being over¬ 
exploited or denuded. May 1 clarify that 
(he working of theee forests is oo a 
miem of s^ection felling, on a cycle of 
io years wub the silvicultural restric- 
dons, limiting the maxunum felting in 
any area to four trees per acre, (he trees 
to be felled have to be of a girth of above 
six feet. These prescriptions have been in 
existence fnr over several decodes xnd 
are In conformity with the method of 
working adopted In the orMOised ever* 
green ftwests in the rest of the world. The 
working of the Coorg forests, according 
to tbe recorded data, has bem oo since 
1918 as against the impression fiveo m 
ihe article that it was tbken up in the 
recent past. May I assure the readers that 
we are as conscious of the requirement of 
ecology and envinnnieni as the writ 
petitioners? Inctdenially. as soon as (he 
basic facts of the case were exf^ained to 
the court, the stay order of tbe High 
Court about whidi the article has dealt 
with in dmail. was vacated. 

CoBUOg to the case of Mr Ramapurim, 
(bo mxKor is still before tb« High Court 
and tbe state government is contending 
the verdict of the lower court which baa 
conceded tbe rsgbt to bun. We have gooe 
on appeal even against the interim 
orders autborlslog (he exploitatioD after 
aacuriog bank guanatee. 

JC, 5. Ramtcbiui^a. for rbe direcfor, 
department of ioformetiao and pvbikity, 
garammeat of XeraaraJut, Anr^aJore 


C’ummKtec, IX Asian 


Delhi 


Ma Dube: ‘Telecenic’ 


T his has reference in nvc\ rod carpvt 
rn Mv Rani Dube iMcwt. 14 March). 
Duordershan has already clarified its 
posit inn With regard lo the new. year eve 
protrammv, Phir Vahi thngama. It is 
*once again reiterated (hat Ms Rani Dube 
happvnvd to be m New Delhi during (he 
Uiier part of 1981. On the basis of her 
broadcasting experience and telegenic 
personality, die was invited io present 
rhe prestigious new-year eve programme. 
She was paid as per rules. While in Delhi 
M( Dube stayed at Ashok Hotel un her 
own; (here was no liability on the part of 
Doordarshan to pay her hotel bills. 

J L Malhorra, publw relsuons oflicer, 
Doordarshen. Sew Oethi 


Rage against Hindus 

S i«NhAV\ insidious propaganda against 
the RSS is becoming progressively 
absurd. Tbe sight of PT shorts hanging rn 
the courtyard of the palace in GwaTinr 
has irked Madhu Jain xnd the sale of 
Stfrya got Shubhabrata Bhaitacharya in a 
rage (Gandhi vs Gandhi, 28 February}. 
May I remind Mr Bhattacharya that Mrs 
Amteshwar Anand was well within her 
rights as a free citisen to sell to whom she 
wisb^ what was, after all.'her private 
property. When countless magasines 
(often of dubious origins) are being laun 
ched and sold every other day without 
Sunday taking notice of them, it was 
surprising to come across the claim that 
(h« sale Af Ruryw w»* hesi guarded 
secret since 3S years." 

Reena Nanda. Sew Delhi 


_ Last letter 

I AS probationer V. K. Singh's only 
offence was that be exercised his 
prerogative a bit too early. 

Matutf Das. Kami rMadhya Fradeshl 




Lililr !li!in\loy-... 

toivi'ci IrrJt.lninvr 



New, gentle Dettol soap. 

Give your (amlly its loving care. 
The care for skin and complexion. 

For cleanliness and health. 
Everyday. 

The love and care of Dettol soap. 


Give your family the loving care of Dettol soap 






KtaMB S^Biili eoBCi in aH your favourite fruity ftovoun 
M a price wIMa your r ea d>> Now there la no ream why 
you dtouMwaic tiiH you are ihinty. 
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Punjab falls foul 
of UP and Bihar 


Guru NuuJc Niwu, Darbtr StUb. 
Amhtttr. Ten daya Ucer, Dai 
KhaiM worktn njacked the air' 
craft Oft the Delhi-Srinaw route. 
"For thii hijacking, fiaraiaraD 
Siagb had received llnaDcial aid 
fron Talwinder Singh and lome 
others," the Punjab govenment 
allegn. 

And again the centre is indirectly 
blamed. The Punjab govenunent 
says: ■^Whereas acilvitiei of Khalis' 
lan elaaenis in Punjab havo been 
curhe^ their actividee abroad, pnr- 
ticulany in Vancouver and Canada, 
continue." The documeai daims 
that the Puiyab goveraioen! has 
left the Dal KhaJM "in a shambles" 
and has captured "revelatory liter 
ecure." Whet eiactly this literature 
is has not been ei^laiaed. 



ompariions art odious. 
When they are made ab¬ 
out the law and order 
, situ at ion between states 
they could become dow- 
nngnt dishonest When Hr Yogen* 
dra Makwana was union minister of 
Slate for home, he would go out of 
his way to moke comparisons. His 
indlKreei remarks on the lituaiioa 
in Kerala, then run by the commun¬ 
ists, had evoked wido protests. The 
then state chief minister had right* 
]y protested that law and order was 
a state lubjeci. 

Mrs Gandhi has been no less 
indiscreet. She had lo take back her 
words that nunorities were not safe 
in Jammu and .Kashmir. The other 
day she joined issue with the West 
Beoial government by criticising 
the Taw and order situaiion in the 
state. The purpose, of course, was 
to give a bad name to states 
rulM by non-Congre^f) govern- 
meats and destabilise them. 

But the Punjab government has 
carried the game stOJ further. It has 
made comparisons with other Con- 
gres^lVruled states which may now 
exclaim; "God save us from our 
frteods." The Darbara Singh gov- 
enuDeni has provided Puojab mPs 
iiatistict to show bow rdatively 
peaceful their state is. ,But in the 

E rocess, it has coademned other 
oagress<I) states. The figures, the 
Puttjeb government $9^, have 
been obcaUed from the union boom 
ministry. The state daimj; "View¬ 
ing the incidence of violence in 
various scales of the country, Pun¬ 
jab- is coDparacively a pMceful 
state. The velume of crime io Pun¬ 
jab was the lowest in the countn 
with dw exception of I^ksliafr 
weep." 

Both Punjab and UP have Con* 
paaafl) gevtmments but this hw 
nmdiapiaded the ParbM Sln^ 
ttiAisoy from pseUflg on UP for 
enMOfiaea. The document fo» 
fUgeiothesm: "There were 
IjM decoMea lo tfP hi IMD and 
24SI is 1M2.” while in Punjab 


there was only one deeoity. "There 
were S,4t2 murders In tdSO and 
S,06B in 1961 in UP. In Punjab 
there were 620 murders in 1960 and 
S44 in mi." 

The Punjab g^emmeni does 
realise that it "cannot compare 
Punjab with UP squarely because 
of ihe differences in population and 
areas," but goes on to add "that 
violence is endemic to UP and 
Bihar." Whai a compliment from 
one CongresKD-nin sute to other 
two Congressd) stares! 

The Punjab government does not 
spare the ceocre either and in¬ 
cludes ift the list "north eastern 
states where insurgency defies 
solution." But what takes the cake 
is the observation: "The figures for 
1962 are not available. Yet enme in 
Punjeb is existed to be one of the 
lowest in 19u as well." 

Political murders in Punjab bad 
brought the suic a bad name and 
the stale government bad been 
blamed for not tackling the extrem¬ 
ists. la the document the expUaa- 
tion given is that all the govern' 
ment^ aalons were aimed at main- 
tainiag Hiodu-Sikb unity. "At 
times, sucb actions were described 
as springing from weaknase and 
vaciuaiion. In reality, if the Punjab 
govennaeDt had ao^ed a dine- 
rent course of aedoew the state 
would have been plunged into com¬ 
munal disnirhances.^ii sa^ 

Hie doculBeoi also tm that tha 
decision to hUadt an mdian Air¬ 
lines plane to raUstan was takes at 
a mcifrins of the Dal Kbalsa, a 
combination of splinter groups 
from young Sikh aaaodationa, on 19 
September 1981 in room No 97 of 


Whft taheg the eaka is the 
obearvatbon: "The figures for 
l9B2BrenolaveHabie Yet 
crime in Punjab It expected to 
be one of the bweet in 1962 
aswefi.* 


However, the home ministry's 
version is different. According to it. 
the Sikh agitation is still alive ana 
not confined to a few extremisrs. 
Tha union ministry says reproving¬ 
ly: "As assessed the govonunenT 
of Punjab, the agitation had not as 
yet anained the magnitude where 
drastic action has to be taken 
against the agitators lest such ac* 
UOB makes tnem martyrs Jn the 
eyes of tbe common people of 
Pt^ab." 

Tnis may well be a projection of 
the battle royal* betvreen union 
home minlstet Zail Singh and chief 
minister Darbara Singh. But neith¬ 
er of them realises that it has 
further spoilt the image of the Con- 
gressd). 

Cheeking with UP and Bihar 
spokesmen, one finds that they are 
sore over the cotnpsrison Punjab 
has made. They caallenge the fi¬ 
gures and say tnac some states are 
in the habit m not registering many 
cases of crime so as to show that 
conditions there are peaceful. "We 
do not want to make charges, but 
we think that Punjab tt one of those 
states," the spokesmen of the two 
states said. 

However, for whatever they are 
worth, accordirm to Hie Punjab goi'- 
emmant, tbe home ministry's fi¬ 
gures of crime per lakb pnnuatioii 
in 1960, are: Andhra ibadeshr 
112.4, liihar; 160.6, Gujarat; 224.6, 
Haryana: U4.S, Himachal Pradesh: 
117.2, Januau and l^hmir: 250.1, 
Kamacaka: 223.6, Kerala: 176.8, 
Madhya Pradesh: 324.0 Maharash> 
tra: 273.3, Hanipur: 246.5, Megha¬ 
laya: 168.9, Na^nd: 178.6, Oris¬ 
sa: 179.8, Punjab: 72.7, Rajasthan: 

184.8, Sikkim: 115.2, Tasul Nadu: 

164.8, Tripura; 264.8, Uttar 
Pradesh: 187.2, West Bengal: 17S.3 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands: 
47.6, Arunachal Pradesh: 132.5. 
Chandigarh; 427.7, Dadra and 
Havcli: 202.3. Delhi: 624.3, Goa, 
Daman and oiu: 257.0. Lakshad* 

S : 42.1, Mlsoram: 439.1, and 
Icberry: 644.6. 
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F. M. Khstn swears revenge 


Tht INTUC ]eader$hij> is 
likely to (ace a no* 
coafidence (notion when it 
meets for its national con* 
vention in New Delhi on 12 
May. The prime mover will 
be the maverick MP from 
Karnataka, Mr P. M. Khan, 
till recently president of the 
state unit of the INTUC. 

Elected at Mangalore two 
years aj| 0 , Mr IChan was 
summarily removed from 
his 'post By (he all In^ia , 

pr«ideM. MrN.K.Bh«t. <<>»«"■• witiov.^ 

Mr P. M. Khan has reportedly sworn to remove Mr Bhati 
from his post for having played into the hands of the 
Karnataka dissident lobby fed by Mr Jaffer Shartef. union 
minister of state for railways, what has reportedly hurt 
Mr Khan most, is that his dismissal came on the very day 
he was handsomely re*elecied to the Rajya Sabha—he 
secured seven more votes than the number allotted to him. 

Trojan horses in 
the BMC opposition 

Opposition parties in’ the Bombav Municipal Council 
(BN^) are likeV ^ Jouble*crossed by their own people 
with the active collusion of the Convess(l). Both the 
mayoral candidate, Dr Prabhakar Pal (BJP) and leader of 
(ha opposition^ Mr Manmohan Singh Bedi (Janata), a 
flourishing hotelier, are former defwtors from the Con< 
gress. According to one BMC insider, both men, once 
elected, will defect to the Congresstl) the moment ‘*we 
reveal some of their shady doings.“ In fact, several BJP 
laaders are unhappy about Or Pai’s candidature and 
cannot understana now a person reportedly good only at 
fund collecting was preferred over loyal dJP men. 

Australia sets eyes on India 

Shunned by the EEC countries, their traditional trading 
partners, Australia and New Zealand have ideott/ied a 
new economic region closer home where they will concen* 
trate their export efforts. And the main market in this 
area is India. The Australians are esp^ially keen on 
getting consultancy ;obs and have identified the Century 

S oup of compenies-^perticuiarly Centiuy Cement^if 
e 6irla group as possible partners. They expMt the 
Birlas* political connections to be a great helpr While this 
is somewhat long term, right now the Austrians have set 
their eyes on beii^ consultants for Indiav,next copper 
project. Prof. G. Ailip. of the geology apartment of 
Ivonay university, is in India assessira Australia's 
chances. g 


lances. 


Voyeurs will be dissapoi^ed 

The nude sanyasinx, Mangamma Awa alA|^Yasbodao< 
ma, has bean exempted from appearing in cNr. Awa. an 


ma, has bean exempted from appearing in imi. Awa, an 
accused in a murder trial shot, or more appropriately, 
straake^into notoriety when she first appeared nude in 
the Alur court, near Kumool in Andhra bedash. She had 
inttndad to appear in the nude auin before the principal 
sessions court in Kurnool when Mr trial began. But the 
iudga of the sessions court, Mr JigaAoetba ftaju. has 
exempted a parsonal attendance in view of the '‘peculiar 
circuQUtancas* and Awe's "peculiar behaviour. * Mr Raju 

e niid out that her naked amartnee would attract 
I# crowds that wouM hinder the court procoedlnp. 


Political family feuds boon to press 


*1116 family feuds of politicians*^from Maharashtra to 
New Delhi—have displaced the antics of film surs from 
the centre of the gossip stage. How Maneka was ill*traiced 

a Mrs Gandhi or how Maharashtra CM, Mr Babasabtb 
osale, treated his dau^ter-in law, Saviia, have literally 
pushed Dilip Kumar ana Asma out of the limelight. Evan 
Amitabh's new preference for Parveen over Rekha is 
barely reported, while Maneka's and Savita's photographs 
are splashed over the front pages. Perhaps it will not ba 
long before the media (urns to Soma. In her letter to her 
motKer*in law, Maneka wrote', "if I had wanted to be 
against you, I would not have fou^t so bitterly for you in 
the Janata years... when the rest of your family was packed 
and ready lo go abroad." She was referring to the widely 
known fact that the family was planning an Italian 
sojourn till things cooled down in India. What Sonia has to 
say to that should be good copy. 

^Tonductor” Bhajan Lai 

When Mr Rajiv Gandhi visited Haryana sometime ago, 
the four*s«ater Haryana government aircraft had to carry 
five passengers. The plane has two scats reserved for the 
crew which are invariably occupied when the plane is 
hying a VTP. The plane had to accommodate the Prime 
Minister's son, his bodyguard. Mr Arun Nehru, chief 
minister Bhajan Lai and HPCC(I) chief Harpal Singh. 
Since none of the fint three could be dropped, the contest 
for the fourth passenger seat was between Mr Bhajan Lai 
and Mr Harpal Singh. As the function they were headed 
for was a ^ngres$(r) public meeting, the latter had betcar 
claim to a seat. But perh»s the chief minister did not 
want to leave Mr Harpal oingh alone in such company. 
The only way out was to drop one of the crew. As the moat 
important pa»engef was a qualified pilot himself, the 
compiler stayed back. When the issue was raised in the 
stale Assembly recently, a Lok Dal member was heard to 
observe that the chief minister must have travailed as the 
conductor. 

Gavaskar vs Vishwanath 

As family dramas over* 
take ideological wars on the 
national level, it is only 
natural that the Indian 
cricket ream should be pla* 
gued by squabbles between 
relatives. Relations be¬ 
tween skiii^r Sunil Gavas* 

. kar and his brother*in*law, 

"Gundappa Vishwanath, 
have soured. Bad blood be* 

««n*ih wu tr««ied ganv •'>d V-shy: btd bioed 

before India's tour to Australia last year. Vtsh had not 
really wanted to give up the captaincy (hat Sunny had lost 
by dWault during the jubilee test against England at 
Bombay, but Sunny forced himself back as skipper. Now, 
after tht riot'searred Ranii trophy match between Kama* 
taka and Bombay, Sunil Gavaskar says in his column In 
Sports¥^k: "rbeliava that a ramark made by one of the 
commeniaiws sparked off the riot. He mentioned that 
Vishwanath is auotlaman who always walks whan he 
knows ha is out. This might disillusion Vishy's fans, but we 
know that Vishy today does not walk all tht tuna. I was 
tha non*s(riker in Iha recant Bombay fast when be was 
caught behind off Dilley, but Vishy did not walk then." 

































Split In The Fahhj 

SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA details the drama that has rent 

the most important family in the country 


M rs ManckA Gandhi I'Sback 
III the limelight, uui Irmn 
the shadows that en* 
her aftei her huv 
lijnd\ death in June 
ItiKO S)ic waK onte liestde ht'i bus 
bund III (ho pijblii.i(y; this 

time ihv is siundme there on liei own 
And in the process she has hud to 
suffer the ignominy of heiiift thrown 
nut from tlieNehrU'CHiidhi hoiiNehold. 

No one could have imuuinvd (ill 
June t9tl0 ih.it Muneka would have io 
leave the of ]. Satdiiriiin»t Koad 
m ihe circuiuvtdiK'ox she h.id lo on Hie 
niKhP of 29 Murdi I'umilv iiii.irivK ate 
hardly anytlunK new. And slum's <if 
widows and iheir in laws |tullii*u in 
diffe rent directions after the nus 

J9T4. Muift’k.i enters rh«' Nthrud.uulht 


band's death are sonimonpl.He m In 
dia The differenies ni the Nehru 
(>aii<ihi hoos<*huld had lieen evident 
even m the days of Sanjav (Gandhi, 
who. at the time rri fiis uniinu lv dr>aili, 
was the undisputed heir*4p|Mreni lo 
his mother. TIm* liru* ul division lie* 
came apparent ihi the dav Saotav's 
ashes were taken Iim nnmersinn Man* 
eka accompanied the urti corUaiiimi: 
the ashes to HaiJwai Kajiv lunk 

another urn to AHahab.id. And 
sycuphaiiiy heintf the turle ol miKt 
leaden V uf the ndrni* paiiy <od.iv» the 
«rowd of tteijs followed Kajiv The 
yoiinf: widow was aicomp.iiiied in 
llardwar s«nly l>y a i&roup ol tiose 
f.iinilv fneiisK. Toi Conuressili lead 
ers. riom ihat day itself Mi Rajiv 


Gandhi had hecume the new centre of 
atiractioii. And the evenic thereafter 
proved that the ConAru»$meir& sixth 
sense indeed was correct. After San* 

S ay's death, kfrs Gandhi decided that 
lor elder sun, whu hud not shown any 
interest in pulitics till then, was the 
k’si person avHilahle to her in the 
housc*nulJ to a^Msl her in mritiers of 
slate 

Whaivvc'i ilie olficial spokesmen of 
the pally, like AlCCfl) Measurer Mr 
Sita Ram Kesru may say today, it is a 
fan rhai during Sanjay's lifetime Mam 
ek.i ceitainly was a pollticiil persnn. 
DorinM the davs of the Janata rule, 
when Mis Indira Gandhi and liunjay 
were suhjecied to a number of pro* 
secutioiis by the Kuveinment, Manuka 
stood by her husband and her mother 
in l.iw ami in.ide .Surra, the muparine 
(hen edited bv her, the mouihpiece of 
the o|)posiri(m Morvovei , Maneka cer 
(ainly wa» kept in (he picture regard* 
mg politus by %er laiu husband, and 
her views wen* far fium ipnoieJ by 
Saniay When the Rue Bareli LoK 
Sahna seat was vacated by Mrs Indira 
Gandhi and a hunt began to find a 
Nehiu to contest Hiu bveleciioiis, it 
wa> Manuka's suggeiiiiun which aoi Mr 
Aruo Nehru the lickei. Jrunically, Mr 
Arun Nehru is amung (hose who 
actively worked against Maneka. On 
(lie night when she was thrown out of 
the HM's house. Mr Arun Nehru was 
seen driving in and out of the HM’s 
house in (he official staff car of the 
Sanjay Gandhi Memurial Trust, of 
which he is the secretary. The wheel 
has moved an ironic full circle. 

Why was Maneka thrown out uf the 
house? The reply is simple: By going to 
lAicknow and addressing the rebel 
Congress! I) convention on the five* 
point programme, she had upset the 
calculations of Mr Rajiv Gandhi. And 
this shows how insecure the present 
heir-apparent uf Mrs Indira Gandhi 
feels. Mr Rajiv Candhi has been syste* 
matically griHimcd for the pas( Id 
months for (he role which Sanjay play* 
«d. He enjoys the unquestioned It^al* 
ty of most Congressmen. There is little 
chance of Mrs Indira Gandhi changing 
hei mind in favour of Maneka as far as 
political succession is concerned. Then 

m what way did Maneka puse a threat? 
The fact is that both Mrs Indira Gan* 
dhi and Rajiv know that after the 1976 

S lit Saniay had emerged as the major 
ivlng force in the party and the 
party workers close to aanjay in those 
days also 4(new Maneka well After 


hoOM'hofd 





GAndbi siimiQon^d Mtnek* and th«r» 
W9S « hot exchange of wordi. Mr? 
Indira Gandhi told ter <lau^idr*in*ie# 
that after having atiendeo ite Lusk* 
now convention, she wa« no lonm 
welcome tn continue staying in ih* 
house. A tearful Maneka told her thee 
if &he was not wanted in the houad. 
then she would leave. Saying so, she* 
proceeded to pack her bags. A hired 
tempo was brought to the house 
around three pm and the luuage wgft 
loaded. Then another unseemly drama 
took place. The PM's special atsistane. 
Mr R. K. Dhawan and the family'a 
advisur, Swamy Dhlrendrg 
Brahmachari went tu Maneka and told 
her that her luggage would be sear* 
ched before it could leave ilie house. 
At this point. Maneka’s sister. Ambike. 
who had come over elong with her 
brother. Virendra, to help her sister 
pack, shouted at the two gentlemen 
and told them that there was a limit to 
humiliating a person. Amblka was 
then ordered out cf the house. Amblka 
told them that as long as her sister was 
in the house, she would nor leave. At 
this point Mr> Gandhi herself came on 
the scene and asked Amblka to leave. 

Thereafter the drama took another 
ugly turn. Mr Dhnwan and Dhirendra 
Brahmachari told Maneka that while 
leaving the house she cnuld not take 


-lAM AHQ OmR 

SiUmjJtl 


iVAuee funny idea (Jus. m$v 
t know* 


the dining table when Mrs Gandhi had 
her breakfast. Maneka followed ter 
usual dally routine and reached her 
office (Rajdhani CrneraJ Traders, the 
transport company started by Sanjay) 
in Raiendra Place at lO.M) am. She 
went back home tor lunch. 

At) .iO pm. when the polling for the 
Rajya Sabha elections in ihc various 
suie capitals was over, Mrs Indira 

f9g2 Maneka Jeares (h«* f*ilV rendeme 


Bur her departure From the airport 
was delayed os her son. Perore Varun, 
who had accompanied hi$ mother to 
Corbett Park and I.ucknow. was pii^ 
sing. But ihe confusion was soon over. 
Seeing the hostile demonstration. 
Maneka’s attendant, Chhattar Singh, 
had taken Kerose Varun away to sate* 
ry. After Varun was brought to the car, 
Maneka drove tn the PM's house, 
therehy setting at rest the speculation 
about whether she would return to the 
house after having openly flouted Mrs 
Indira Gandhi's wishes by attending 
the Lucknow convention. Meanwhile, 
the pro^Maneka demonstrators who 
had gathered at Delhi airport to greet 
her clashed with her detractors and 
three persops were injured. 

When Maneka reached the hoiise. 
she found that her moiher*in*Uw. Ra* 

) iv and Soma had retired after 
inishing their dinner. Maneka went to 
her own room and ace her diaaer 
alone. Maneka ia a late riser, so. ofteo 
she did not join the family for break* 
faac, served very early In tbe house* f 
bold as M^indiraOanwsterta Beet ; 

arousd 7.K nm everyday. J 
liiffiiiinn nn Iftribs t ii nnr r t 


Sanjay’s death, because of Maneka 
reccing into the background, many 
party workers who had access to San* 
jay felt that they were not being 
recognised as there was no one in the 
new setup who could identify who was 
close 10 Sanjay during the Janata days 
and who was not, Mrs Gandhi had 
admitted this while addressing a meet* 
ing uf the Indian Yuuth Congressd) 
national council a few months after 
Sun jay's deaih. Mrs Gandhi had cold 
ihe youth Ic.iders chat she was not 
a ware of the eq^uaiion« which they 
might have had with her deceased son. 
So, With Maneka openly coming into 
politics, ihesc* negiecied party workers 
could see j roy of hope and rally 
around her. This Is what worries hfr 
Kajiv Gandhi and his advisers there¬ 
fore. ihv spate of statements against 
Maneka by a number of parliamenca* 
rians. And other cop Congressd) func 
tlonarivs. 


W hen Maneka returned to New 
Delhi aftn addresNing the Luck 
now convention on ihe evening of 2JI 
M.iu h. H group of around .10*40 Cun* 
grcssil) youth aciivints staged a de* 
mmi^rraiion against her in the arrival 
lounue of Delhi airport. Maneka was 
visibly Itiken abark when on entering 
the arrmi) lounge from the Urm.ic, 
.she wa> surrounded by ihe hostile 
demoiistruiors who snouted '‘Ruhv 
Gandhi ajncfabdd”. "Maneka Gandhi 
and "CIA agent 

;ao. "One of them pushed her and had 
It not hoen for an alert pulicewsiman, 
Maneka would have fallen to the 

g round. Maneka. who was faced with a 
iisiile demonstration within hours of 
her upcniv coming out in the limelight, 
maintained a brave front and walked 
through (he arrival lounge surrounded 
hy the demonstrators, who kept on 
menacinglv gesticulating at her She 
went :inu sat in u car whu:h had come 
fur her from the PM's house. 






F^ruztf Varun afong. Swarniji went on 
10 leil ht^r that as her son belonged to 
the lamily, she could not take him with 
her. 

Miinckd put up a stiff resistance to 
the move tn separate her from her 
child, tn the meantime, the atmos* 
phere t>ecame more hostile. Shouting 
and counter shouting wents>n between 
Maneka and the two aides sent by Mrs 
Caiulhi to talk tu her. Surprisingly, 
during hII this drama, neither Kajiv 
nor Soma were seen anywhere around. 
Perhaps as the eider male member of 
ehe tomily, Rajiv wanted to stay out of 
the umtroversy. After having asked 
Ambika Anand to Jeave the house, the 
security guards were told to stop all 
friends of Maiieka from entering the 
housv. Mrs Madhu Singh, u very close 
friend of hers, wai turned awoy from 
the gates. Maneko* informed some of 
her friends over the telephone that she 
was quiulng the house that day. But 
around siv pm even her personal 
phone in the house, number ^766g7, 
went dead. ManekaS link with people 
outside the house hail been cut. 

Atound seven pm. her luggage was 
allowed to leove. The tempo drove to 
MHiiek«rs mother's bouse at 1S4 .f(»r> 
bugh. It WMS an irnnical scene. There 
was .1 marriage at their neighbour’s 
house that evening. The street had 
been decnruieJ and festooned fur the 
occasion, tn that atmosphere, gloom 
descended in the Anand household 
when Maneka's luggage reached 
there. Mancka » two |Wt dugs. 5hiba 
and Bruno ton were sent to her 
mother’s house. But Maneka herself 
was not planning to go there. She 
insisted that after marriage a daugh< 
terX pUce was not in her mother's 
house So some friends l>uoked a room 
for her ai the Woodstock Motel at 16 
(iol( Lmks and she planned to shift 
ihere.ifrer moving out of I Safdariang 
Road. Rui as her son was being held 
back hv the (jaiidhi family, sne re¬ 
fused to move nut. 

Meanwhile, news of the family feud 
reaching its reiiith reached newsmen. 
A battery of journalisis rushed to 
bafdarjattg Road There was heavy 
police handohasi in front of the house 
and nn all rouds leading tu it The 
traffic nn Safdariung Road was res¬ 
tricted and barricades were put upon 
the road. It seemed as ii a huge 
demonstrjlion w.is expectei^ that 
evening. But In fact all thot the police 
men posted there that evening saw 
was the exit of Mrs Indira (Undhi's 
daughter-in-law under dramatic cir¬ 
cumstances. 

After her lugK<ige hud left the house 
Manekd stepped up the pressure to get 
the custody nf (he child. While Man- 
ska had gone to her office. Vervse 
^^arun had been taken away to aitothei 
:orner of the house. When she found 
(hat her pleadings were uf no avail, 
Maneka inreutened to walk out of the 
nates and sit on a dbarna on the road 
>u(slde demanding that her sun he 
restored to her. This worked. Soon 
Peroze Varun was brought and Man- 
ska was allowed to leave with her son. 
At 9.15 pm the 25-ycar'Olif widow of 


Sanjay Gandhi drove out of the house 
from where, till 18 months back, she 
had shared the fruits of power with 
her husband. For the first time a 
member of the Nchru-Gandhi house¬ 
hold had been thrown out. though 
infighting has not been new to the 
family. Mrs Indira Gandhi's mother 
Kamala Nehru had been subjected to 
indignities in rhe family by her sisters- 
in-law. After Nehru's death. Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi did not pulTon well with Nehru's 
sister. Mes Vijayalakshmi Pandit and 
(he rift had come into (he open when 
Mrs Pandit campaigned for Janata 
candidates for ihe 1977 elections. But 
with the exit uf Maneka on the night of 
29 March, the dirty-liiien of the family 
had been washed right on the streets. 

W hile Maneka was packing up to 
leave iheSafdarjang Roadhouse, 
another drama was being enacted for 
(he media uuiside The Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s press advisor, Mr II. Y. Sharada 
Prasad, called some selected journal- 
ists and disclosed to ihc-m the enritents 
of u letter which Mrs Gandhi had 
written to her daiighter-iii-law that 
day. The conti-nis were damaging 
Aspersions were cast on Maneka and 
she had been told thai lieiause Sanjay 
wanted to marry her. Mrs Gandhi had 
allowed the marnage to lake place 
despite Maneka having comv from u 
**differeni background'’. This state- 
mem. by a person like Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, the daughter of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, was shrKktng to sav (he le.ist 
What did Mrs Gandhi mean liy .i 
“different background'*? Strangely, 
even her other daughter-in law. Sonia, 
does nut cume from the same “back¬ 


ground*' as rhe Nehru family, which 
essentially i» an aristocratic ftashmiri 
brahmin family. Sonia is an Italian. At 
least Maneka is an Indian. So what is 
the “different background" which Mrs 
Gandhi cnuld have ohjecied to? This 
was not disclosed by Mr Sharada Pra¬ 
sad It is also interesting to note thu 
way in which a senior officer like Mr 
Sharada Prasad who erijuys the rank of 
secretary to the government, dragged 
himself into what is essentially u fami¬ 
ly dispute. It - is true that a letter 
written by Maneku to Mrs.Gandhi 
from Corbett Park had been disclosed 
to (he press by Mr Akbar "Dumpy" 
Ahmed in Lucknow on 27 March. To 
release a {lersonul letter to the press 
was certairilv not in good taste. Bui Ihe 
way the PM'.s press adviser released 
Mrs Gamlhi's personal letter to M;m 
eka to the press made many wonder if 
Maneka had not been justified in 
releasing her letter from Corbett Park. 

The next day. on hi April, Manuka's 
second letter to Mrs Gandhi, wriiien 
from the Safdarjang Road house be¬ 
fore she left It, was disclosed. In ihoi 
letter. Maneka made an iniviestnig 
revelation: When the Congress govern¬ 
ment full in 1977. “some meinliers'' of 
Mrs Gandhi's family had innked ilieii 
bags and were rvady tn go abroad This 
confirmed the rumours whiih had 
circulutvil then. According to the 
grapevine, in March 1977. Sonia goi 
I ot u I ly II nnei vc-d w he n M r s (»an d h i 
lost the elcx lions ,\nd she. a king wiih 
her two children, shiftcnl to the sufeiy 
of rhe Italian embassy in New Delhi, 
leady to fiv out of (he counify, AI that 
time Sunia held an Italian pnsspoii 
and she could easily have sought irn- 


Maneka's ficftnrgings a/nv/ng ar bev nH»tH;r\ houw iti JtulMtih 





manity, beinx an Italian citizen, tn 
escape the wrath of the Janata reiime. 
(If is indeed strange that for many 
years after having been married into 
the family of the Prime Minister of 
India. Mrs Sonia Gandhi held an alien 
citizenship.) 

In this one line written in Maneka*s 
second letter, in which she has 
minded Mrs Gandhi that she had stood 
by her during the bad days, lies the 
cru)( (if the present phase of the ‘*Gan' 
dhi vs Gandhi" drama. Today, when 
Maneka has been pushed into the 
background and Rajiv and Soma are 
being idolised, Maneka feels let down. 
Throughout the Janata Jays neither 
Kii.jiv not Sonia had lu bear the brunt 
of being members of Mrs Gandhi's 
family. And rightly so, because iieither 
uf (hem were political persons. But 
whui troubled Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay 
then was the fact that though he was 
not in politics. Rajiv used to frequent 
the homes of sumo politicians who had 
openly gone aguiosr Mrs Gandhi after 
she went out of power. Siddhartha 
.Shankar Kay and Dr Karan Singh, who 
had liecomo hitter critics of Mrs Gan 
dhi ill those days after having been 
part and parcel of her rvatmc durum 
ihe Emergency, often had Rajiv and 
Sonia over to (heir homes during the 
Janata days. So. nut only did the elder 
cnuple iu the household not suffer 

E nominics during the Janata days, 
cy also socialised with persons 
whom Mrs Gandhi would not have 
then liked her family to lie associated 
with. 


Place: A number of journalists had 
gathered there and though no praas 
conference was planned, she met the 
press. Instead of attacking her in*laws, 
she surprised everyone when she re* 
plied to a question regarding her rela*; 
ttons with Rajiv aiwl Sonia by sayings 
"They are ukag" Regarding Mrs Gan 
dhi she said, "I an very fond of her 
and I am sure she too is fond of me. t 
hupe things will clear up soon." Press¬ 
ed further, she said, "I am more loyal 
to my mother-in law than J have,ever 
been lu my mother even. Whatever she 
(Mrs Gandhi) does in her house is her 
right as a mother in law. J regret rhat I 
was forced to leave the family atmos¬ 
phere of the house." Aboui her son. 
she said ihai Varun was Mrs Gandhi’s 
grandson first. And as if to drive the 
point home, that morning Maneka had 
sent Varun to Mrs Gandhi to spend the 
day. When Mrs Gandhi again sent for 
Varun on 31 March, the driver was 
told (hat the child had gone to 
spend the day with his other grand* 
mfither, Mrs Amieshwar Anand. In¬ 
deed. Maneka had emerged from the 
trauma as a mature person. She had* 
learnt in say"thus far and no further”. 

W ill Maneka be able to sustain the 
present thrust which she has 
been able to butid up after the events 
of 2B and 29 March? Most Congress¬ 
men feel that the way the party lead* 
ership hendled the situation, showed 
that they were overreacting to a siiua 
Tion which could have been dealt with 
otherwM. Whan Mr Akbar "Dumpy" 
Ahmed announced the programme of 
the 28 March cqnveniion, the UPCCfll 
president. Mr B. N. Pande, immediate¬ 


ly suspended him froth the party on 17 
March. Mr Ahmed had certainly not 
made any anti-party statement till 
then and even in the convention no 
anti*Congress(I) slogans were raised. 
Both Maneka and Dumpy, in fact, 
stressed that they were supporting the 
government and (he party. And while 
the f^ar of the wrath of the party 
leadership kept all leaders away, 
many Congre^l) workers close to 
San jay Gandhi were seen at the Luck¬ 
now convention. For example, Sudar- 
shan Awasihy and Trivender Singh 
Bedi, the rwo Delhi Youth CongressTl) 
leaders who had organisad tha dhama 
for the setting ofa Sanjay Samadhi, 
in October 1S80, were there. And so 
were many such youth activists from 
other states. Interestingly, after orga¬ 
nising the dharnw, both Awasthy and 
Bad! were removed from their respec¬ 
tive posts in the organisation. The fate 
of many old Sanjay men in the party 
and the youth wing had been similar 
]f not many office Marers were seen at 
the Lucknow meeting, then one uf the 
reasons certainly was that not many 
who were close to Sanjay are now 
holding posts in the organisation. Even 
San jay's PA, Raghu, who was initially 
kept Rajiv Gandhi in hil office, has 
now been shunted out to the AlCCfl) 
office on Akbar Road. The de- 
San jay isation process had removed 
personal servants and even police 
security guards close to Sanjay from 
(he Safdarjang Road house. 

The Lucknow convention was not as 
insiuificant as the official Congressd) 
leadership would like to make it out to 
be. To begin with, on the night preced¬ 
ing the convention, there was a meet* 
ing at the UP chief minister's bunga* 
low. where all the top officials of the 
state’s home department and top 
police officials were present. The un* 
ion home secretary, Mr T. N. Chaturve- 
di. and (he cabinet's security adviser, 
Mr R. N. Kao. flew in from Delhi ro 
bold diKussions in Lucknow that even* 
ing. Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s principal aide, 
Mr Arun Nehru, spent .the better part 
of 27 March meeting Congress(l) 
MLAs and office bearers in Lucknow 
in order to ensure that none went to 
the convention. Some MLAs, whose 
loyalties were in doubt, were offered 
sops. Sene others, who are landown¬ 
ers, were reminded that they owned 
more land than was permitted under 
the ceiling laws. But most MLAs who 
met Mr Anin Nehru that day looked 
satisfied. A few of them told this 
correspondent, ”AaJ khm se k»m Aran 
Nehru hem se haatb for kar to miJa (At 
least today Arun Nahnu met us polite¬ 
ly)." The usual rough behaviour of 
Ahio Nehru, who Ioms after the UP 

affairs cmi Rajiv Gandhi’s behalf, was 

missing on 27 March. But the party 
leadership wanted to be doubly sure 
that none of the MLAs went to the 
convention. So, a meeting of (he Cun- 
gressdl MLAs was«,convened by the 
chief minister at 11 am on 28 March.to 
coincide with the timing of (he rebel 
convention. The All Indie Radio and 
Doordarihan completely blacked out 
the event, thougb tha c onvention 
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On ihe murning of ,)0 March, Man 
eka went tu her office aj^ Rjjendra 


Me/iekx jnd her lister. Ambxka, taiking t» an oHktal oi Woodstock Morel 




dominated the front pages of all 
Jajhes for at least two days. The 
seriousness with which the convention 
vrus taken hy the UP government was 
evident from the fact that at the late 
night meeting on 17 Match at the chief 
minister's residence, even the station 
officer of Lucknow's Harratgan] rha/ia 
was present. 

Initiailv the ruling party had plan* 
rtc'd to sabotage the Maneka meeting. 
The pian was to hold n black flag 
ilcmojistraiion and to disrupt the 
m eel I ng.. Busloads uf pnrty workers 
were in ne brought to Lucknow from 
nearby towns, especiaffy from the in¬ 
dustrial city of Kanpur fur tigs pur¬ 
pose. But when Maneka's car was 
ail licked by some persons shouting 
“LIA jfitnt wapjs ^jo-^CfA agent go 
back)” at a levei crossing on (he Site- 
pur Lucknow road on 27 March when 
sliv was on her wav to the city from 
Corhett 1'atk, the plans of disrupting 
I ho meeting were put off Late at night 
on 2? March lolephone call* went from 
Lucknow lo the neighb(»uring towns, 
cancelling the plans to bring in bus¬ 
loads of party workers on 29 March. 

At the Lucknow convenimii. Maneka 
certainly stole the show. And mure 
than the importHnce ui the convention 
itscll, the ruling circle's reaction to it 
has made it u historic event. But will 
Maneke be able to sustain the present 
lempu? Fur the lime being she seems 
TO have pulled off a ()uiCk victory in 


the flight against tUjiv by addreving 
the Lucknow meerine and by having 
been thrown out of the Nehru>Gandhi 
household the next day. But she aJso 
knuws that if she were to take on Mrs 
Indira Gandhi direcriy, then the pros* 
pects of her winning the present tattle 
would be bleak. That is why she is not 
attacking Mrs Gandhi despite the igno> 
minies thrust upon her. Right from her 
convention speech to the Mss confer* 
ente on 30 March, Maneaa has been 
piaising Mrs Gandhi and affirmine her 
loyalty lo the supreme leader of the 
CbngressilK Maneka may deny that 
she IS in politics, but the way sbe has 
handled the first phase of ibe battle 
shdws Streaks of a good political 
sti aiegisl. 

Bui Mrs Gandhi is no ordinary 
•idversary. She has taken on much 
bigger challenges in the past and has 
been in politics longer than Maneka 
has taen on earth. So. immediately 
after Maneka's plans became known 
Mrs Gandhi made Rajiv recede to the 
background and on her own came 
forward to take on Maneka, That Man- 
oka was determined lo attend the 
Lucknow convention was evident on 
Zrt March when she left for Corbett 
Perk in Mainital district of UP. Every¬ 
one knew that henceforth. Corbett 
Pork, which has till now been famous 
only for the tigers which inhabit it, 
was also going to be remembered in 
history as the place from where Man- 


Did Haji Mastan give 
money to the Congress(I)? 
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Akbite Anmed t fefii alleges mat ffa/i fright) gave money ro the Coagresaft) 
before the J9fi0 eiectxons 


These are some of (he things Akhar Ahmed has told the ikessi 


On taking money from Haji Mas* 
tan: "1 did not at any time take 
money from him at the behest of 
San jay, or anyone else ur of my own 
accord. 

On Rajiv Gandhi: ''Let Rajiv prove 
himseA like Sanjay did. then I will 
accept him as a leader." 

On the Congresa(!) allegations: *I 
do not know why all these charges 
(of being anil-party and pro-RSS) 
ire being levelled against me. Why 
have all these allegations started 
after 1 was suspended from the 




arty? Why did no one say aajrthing 
fore?" 

On his suspension: I am sure that 
my suspension was engineered by a 
coterie tin the Prime Mlnist^s 
house)...You know the names as 
well as I do. Mr Poteder, Arun 
Nehru and Siddanha Reddy. These 
are the three who were respooskble 
for my suspenskm.* 

On Maneka GaoAi: “Sbe U edu¬ 
cated, she is iMaUigent and has the 
courage and abUtty to participate 
in any movatteni. About aabtcioiL 
I would not know.* 


eka went to attend the rebel confer¬ 
ence. Maneka had kept her travel 
plans open. Sbe had booked tickets on 
both the morning flights for Lucknow 
from Delhi on the morning of 26 
March. But she fooled everyone by 
reaching Lucknow ta road straight 
from Corbett Park. The moment Mrs 
Gandhi returned from her foreign tour 
on the noming of 27 Marcn, she 
joined issue with her bahu ar the 
airport press conference itself A 
newsman asked her whether she 
approved of the Lucknow meeting. 
Mrs Gandhi lost no lime in making it 
clear that by anending the meeting 
Maneka would be inviting her wrath. 
That day itself the Sanjay Gandhi 
Memorial Trust, the outfit controlled 
by Arun Nehru, issued advertisements 
in newspapers announcing the institu¬ 
tion of oanjay Gandhi awards fur the 
implementation, of some of the points 
of the five point programme. The way 
the Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Trust 
suddenly woke up to the need for 
mitituiing the award showed the im¬ 
pact the mere departure uf Maneka to 
Corbett Park had made. 


After Maneka returned from Luck¬ 
now. tha events went beyond Mrs 
Gandhi’s control. Much as she tried to 


avoid it, the confrontation between 
her and Maneka bacame direct. Rajiv 
Gandhi quietly slipped into the back¬ 
ground, leaving his mother arid cousin 
Arun Nehru to tackle Maneka. The 
very fact that Rajiv shied away from a 
confrontation was certainly a victory 
for Maneka, though the results of her 
having to take on Mrs Gandhi directly 
may not be equally fruitful. Bur in the 
Congress(I), there is no dearth of in¬ 
telligent people. For example, there i& 
a general secretary uf the party. Mr 
ChanduUl Chandrakar, who was quick 
to describe the event as a “palace 
coup." And within days of the Luck¬ 
now convention it was announced that 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi would be addressing 
a meeting of the ''Sanjay loyalists.” So, 
from being a leader of the entire 
party, the present heir-apparent oi 
Mrs Gandhi had to reduce himself to 
leading not his own loyalists, but full 
back upon his deceased brother’s im¬ 
age. And if the imago of the late 
Sanj^ Gandhi be the sustaining factor 
for Rajiv Gandhi, then Sanjay’s 
widow. Maoeka, certainly can siaVe 
her claim in politics and also hope to 
derive ar least some support from the 
Sanjay loyalists. 

Maneka has been humiliated and 
thrown out of the Safdarjang house 
but she has gained a victory. For the 
common talk among Congressd) lead¬ 
ers in Delhi is that with the eleciioa in 
as many as eight states-^Kerala, West 
Bengal, l^nataka. Andhra Pradesh, 
TYipura. Haryana, Himachal Pradesh 
and Delhi—round the corner, it was 
necessary to remove Maneka from the 
Giodhi-Nefini house now lo that she 
would not ambarass Mrs Gandhi after 
tha alecriona in the statti were de¬ 
clared. If Maneka ii so Inslgnilicanc as 
the Congreatd) b crying to project her. 
then why aretnepeopUiBClieperDrjit, 




MANEKA'S LETTERS TO MRS GANDHI 

“There are several statements (in your 
letter) that are, quite simply, not true” 


The folhwin^ arts the of the two 
Ictten Mitneko Oandhi wrote to Mrs 
Gendhi. The first htiei was written on 
2fi Mftrch from Corbett Park te/ling 
Mrs Gandhi of her decision to attend 
the Lucknow convention. The second, 
written on 29 March. i« in reply to Mrs 
Gandhi's fetter to her. written an the 
A.iflje day. 


Cur bet t Park 
26 March 

f)ear Mummy. 

Siimetimv a^o 1 had mentioned tv 
you that Akhur and a Rroup of l.utk 
now people were holding » programme 
on San.iay's five peunt^ on the 2Hih and 
hrid asked me to corne as rhe chief 
itwest. At (li.it imiLwarlv M irth, ihev 
had a^Mlred me I hat ihe piogranime 
would he a small, <iuiei. non political 
affair I had refused lH*iausi‘ I have 
I ('fused such iiivitainms liom other 
groups in the past. Uitfuriunatoly ev 
eryliudy tn have misunderstoud 

;md over reacted and as a result uf 
what ha« hetui done I have been (rut in 
an awkward, to put il mildly, position. 

I thought you wuulil lull me what to do 
so, at least, help me reach a decision 
hut since you didn't say anything I 
came to Corbett Park tv tftirik it uut un 
my own. 

1 think It is better for me to go as 
keeping (juiet has done more harm 
than giKid. 

I have enclosed a draft of the short 
speech 1 intend to make. Please don't 
get angry as ( am really doing thU to 
nip any j>05slblc mischief in the bud. A 
lot of peculiar altitudes have ai isen in 
the last few works—mainly due tv 
intermediaries and the press and 1 
hnpeihe 28th will sun eveiything i>ui. 

Baby is In his element here. 1 wish I 
had brought Branu and Shiba. 'Htcy 
would have loved the wide open 
spaces. We have a whole guest house 
to ourselves. 

Love 

Maneka. 


Dear Mummy, 

As usual you have written a letter 
meant for posterity and the press. In 
that are several state merits that are. 
quite simply, not true. The first off. 
ence that you keep talking about is 
“bad language* and you can produce 
the family or your people as witnesses 
but it simply isn't true. Secondly, you 
have talked about Sanjay complaining 
when you know, and so does everyone 
else, of how much affection he had for 
me. 

Now we come to the actuals. The 


indignities and physical and mental 
abuse I have suffered m the hou^e no. 
and I repeat no. human being would 
have .suffered. As v>un as Sanjay di^ 

Jifani'kuH second letter to Mrs Candhi 



you started literally toriiiring me in 
every conceivable way. I have oorne It 
fur a long time because of Sab jay and 
because I am your bahu. If I wanted to 
be against you I would not have fought 
SO bitterly for you in the Janata 
years—a fact you seem to have conve* 
fliently foi gotten—when the lesi of 
your family was packed and ready to 
go alwoad. 1 repeur what 1 have said 
earlier—I am not pulitical and huve no 
wi'kh tu be—but piva.sv let me live my 
life decently without %huuting ,itid 
abusing me all the time. Today yoh 
have ordered me to leave the house in 
rrvnt of two witnesses, insulted me in 
front of the ;>ervancs, ordered my lug> 
gagf'^euichcHl. confiscated my son and 
I old im* I coiirioi take hsin, abused rue 
in public, colled niv family names .ind 
wicked my seivnnis. I'ui whail' I woitl 
to the convent ion us a giiesl. I spoke 
and Will always speak foi you—the 
rest is up tv vvu No amount of Ivtivrs 
to me will Fielp'-bui a little hir of 
affection will. My son will always be 
your grandson first and even if you 
don't see me. he will come to see you. 

I remain your daughter in law 

Maneka. 


Mrs Gandhi to Maneka 


A ccurding tu sources close to the 
Prime Minister, Mrs Candhi is 
reported to have written a letter to 
Mrs Maneka Candhi around 7 pm 
on 29 March, in which she is be* 
lieved to have said that because of 
her love for Sanjay, Maneka had 
been taken into the family even 
though she came from a diffm'cnl 
background. Mrs Indira Gaodhi ex¬ 
press^ her sorrow that although 
she had been given time, Maneka 
had not been able to free herself 
from ot^r iofluences and had been 
consistently disrespectful lo her. su 
much scLthat it had even shocked 
Sanjay ^^ndhi. 

After San jay's death, Mrs Gandhi 
ts repo^ttd to have said that Mrs 
Maneka Gandhi surrounded herself 
eDtirely^*wrh those who wished to 
take adreaiage of her and exploit 

her. Further, that the sale of Surya 
was mi^ with the full knowlet^ 
of Mrs Maneka Candhi and that the 
PM came to hear of it only later. 

The letter said that Mn Maneka 
Candhi had drifted away from San- 
|ay Gandhi and his ideas and that 
ar ex^ination that she had to 




attend the Liicknnw cunvention be¬ 
cause of Mr Akbar Ahmed's buspen- 
sion was buth untrue and damaging 
to Sanjay Gandhi's memory. The 
reports quote Mrs Gandhi as saying 
that she had spoken sharply to Mrs 
Maneka Gnndhi imly on three occo* 
sions. first, ^onn after her marriage, 
when she used the worst abuse 
against Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay, 
and Sanjay had brought her to Mrs 
Gandhi's room; .second, when she 
came to speak abbut the cunveiition 
just as the Prime Minister was 
leaving for London; fiROlly, it was 
today (30 March! not in anger, but 
in deep sorrow. Mrs (}andhi is re¬ 
ported io have made it clear to her 
daughter-in-law that she should not 
play into the hands of anti- 
Congressd) forces and that the 
Prime Minister's official residence 
No. i Safdarjong Road, would not 
be permitted to be used for car 
rying on political activities opposed 
to her and her party. However, if 
Maneka mended her ways and se¬ 
vered her links with anti* 
Cungressd) forces, mdudiiig the 
RSS, she could continue n> *'tay At 
No. \ Sofdarjung Rojil 


2t 





Goodbye, Mrs Gandhi 

Our photographer R. K. SHARMA was at 1 Safdarjang Road on the night of 29 March to 
capture Maneka Gandhi's exit from the PM's resldence.He followed Tier to Woodstock 

Motel where she is now staying 



M«neJtf snd ihe ayah. C«rA«rjite, on ihoir way out of 1 Sa/dorjong Rood. Cothtnitt^ who has b«efl with Manuka fur a number of 
yeary left along with Her miatnas 
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From talukdars to Maneka 

MADHU JAIN went to Lucknow to report the 28 March convention 



T htt (Hicasion hud its moments 
Ilf irony. The Lucknow con- 
v(-ntu>n on March, was 
ostensthly held to resuscitate 
Sunjay Caridhi's famous five 
cumm.indmenis. bur the leul purpose 
wus L'learjy to re launch his perky. 
25*yeui old widow, Maneka Gandhi, 
into the [>oljtiLaJ orbit. 

First, the meeiinK was held rn the 
ornate but crumhhiiA Baradart Kail m 
Lock now’s K.iiscrba^h^hoth of which 
have clearly seen better days. The 
Raradati lial) wjtli its hi^h, itilded 
ctilmK used these davs for wedding 
receptions. On 2H March the spirit was 
^lidhtly diffei enr: it was more a family 
beins roni asunder than a marriaite. 
Tho Rarad.iri Kali w«is iincc pseJ as a 
meeting place by uthikdAfi to plan 
their mme.s aitainst the British; nn this 


day. too. il was a symbol uf protest 
against those in power. 

The conveniion itself was quire an 
event. At MO pm Maneka Gandhi 
walked in. ten minuie& late, to 
thundering applause frooV^e crowd. 
Dressed in a white cari with a musiard 
border and a maiching watch strap, 
she certainly seemed to have taken a 
cue or two in matters of dress and 
demeanour from her moiher-in-Uw. 

As Huon as Maneka walked in the 
atmosphere became electric. The* ten¬ 
sion which had been building up, lor 
the last three hours, reached its cli¬ 
max. But any fears of a.stampede, 
which had really Keen only a heart beai 
away, were now over. The rest of the 
strange and significani chow could 
now go on. Koi a show it was. with an 
excited, fairly responsive audience of 

Xt.iiu k.f C.iitdlii on the datv of Buradarr Hait Khero the* conventn/n wak Md 


nearly i.OIMI inside the fiacndari Hull. 
The Cl ow'd which spiTled over outside 
and down lo wen the lawns must have 
been about twice that luimber 

Moneka Gandhi's entrance, itscll. 
was <|uite di Jiiiatic She came in fi«vni 
behind a huge cnriaiii at flic hack ot 
tile Mall. Shv had lieen expected in 
enter fiain the front gaies. Iioi the 
ciowd wMs like a tniloilviit sea ot 
humanity at rliai end lo c«Mncide tsiih 
hei entrance a raihei laige, coIoiit 
innii,III ut Saiiiav (Mindhi iwiili Ins 
iwck tin lied, walking low aids a golden 
sniiset .IS It weir I was lilted high into 
1 he a 11 tul t he ri i n w .il ke d M a iit^k a ••• 
theie «oil id not have iieeri a moie 
diani.iln. eltective eiiliv. 

Aimvc the d.nshung a phoiogiaph of 
Mis li.uidiii. tl.iJiked on citliei side by 
ploMogiaphs of her voimger son Re- 
neaili the dais, theie were mnie pic 
tines of Mrs Gandhi and Sanjav. There 
was oiilv urn- plioiogiaph ot Jawahiir- 
lal Nehi u, and. evu louslv enough, none 
ul Matiaima Gandhi. By (his time the 
lull was jampackvd. 

Maneka Gandhi's carelullv worded 
iS minutc v|Hx\h tvas barelv audihiu 
l»ecau$e of ihe din Her exit from the 
l>.iLk. through all the eKilsoraie eJec- 
ironic equipment and wires, was 
equally luninlciiuus .^ome ot (he 
crowd followed Inn back lo a corner ol 
the palace-like Carlton Hotel, which, 
incideiitallv is owned by Mi Ajit 
Singh, an old fiiend of Aklur AhmvH, 

The Hull rapidly emptied oiil after 
Maneka left. Pamphlets and poetic 
allegiances addressed to "O' Sister" 
were strewn all over It was hard io 
imagine that the nai ion's media had 
been trained on thi^ sfKX just a short 
while ago. Curious unluuker^ had be¬ 
gun TO gravitate towards the Baradari 
Hall from early in the morning. Post¬ 
ers of Mrs Gandhi. Soniay and Maneka 
were up before the first onlookers 
arrived. Akbar Ahmed, the maestro of 
the meeting, was there from early 
morning, personally supervising 
arrangements. 

The security system that Mr Akbar 
Ahmed's men had evolved was quite 
mind-boggling. There was a brigade of 
over 70 Youth Congress(Il men on vigil 
at the hall, some in white ktirta- 
pyjamas, others in trousers and.shirts. 
(A large number of them, as was the 
case with the audience, had beards.) A 
third of the 'security Cotxe' was behind 
the huge curtain prepared for any 
untoward event, wnicn could easily 
have happened. 

U eliDoet did at high noon, wben^ 
crowds of uninviio^ itftnod 



broken. It wis thea thtt al) tbe doora 
were opened end the crowd lei jo. Ot 
course, steps were leken to see that 
none ot ehc uninvited people got iny< 
where near ihe dels. A few policemen 
also came in lo urge the people to sit 
down. There was a small wave ^ 
nearpanic at that time, but everything 
subsided before Maneka Gandhi's 
entry. 

Many of the Youth Congress(l) 
workers surveyed the scene from the 
narrow gallery along the walls of the 
hall. For the journalists A was a trying 
day. Many of them could not open 
their notebooks and the photth 
graphers could barely click their 
cameras. Some of the more enterpris* 
ing photographers went to the gaOery 
for a bird’s eye view. 

But the most fascinating part of the 
Kecuriiy arrangement was the way 
Dumpy with his icy, blue eyes, control¬ 
led his followers. Those eyes work like 


Suppoeten of Maneka Gandhi raise s/ogans at BarjJan HaU 
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""The RSS will not break up a family” 


Mn Gandhi has said that the 
IS one of the forces befriiid 
Air bar Ahmed’s convention in 
Lucknow of which Maneka Cendhj 
/v ro be the chief guest. Is this true? 

A: Do vou think that the RSS is so 
mean that it will break up a family? 
The RSS believes in the joint fami' 
ly system. This son of politics des¬ 
troys the family 

Q: Bui what about tbe saie of 
Suryu magarine to Sardar Angre 
an<f J. K. Jain who are RSS front- 
liners? 

A: The 5ury^ sale was a personal 
matter. Vasu (Vasundhara Raja, 
Mrs Vijaya Raje Scindia's dau^- 
ter) is a good friend of ManAa 
Gandhi. Ic is between them, not 
between parties or organisations. 

Q: That sounds a hit too simple... 

A: A lot has been said. But if a 
brother, son or relative says some¬ 
thing, can you be responsible? If 
Vasu says something, is the Rajma- 
ta of Gwalior responsible? 

Qt Why ^ you think the RSS 
consistently figures in Mrs Gait' 
dhi's statements? There must be 
some reasoa. 

A: When there are troubles in* 
tide, you always look outside. The 
RSS has baen used as a bogey since 
19S2. 

Q; Whgt do you think arw Maneka 


It must have been pure come/ 
dence. But the sight or Nanaji De- 
shmukb, the grey enmence of the 
RS&o/i boaro rhe plana to Lucknow 
on the morning of Akbar Ahmed's 
defiant convention did make the 
atmosphere a bit more charged. 
The RSS had bean accused, on the 
previous day, of being behind the 
convention by none other than Mrs 
Gandhi. 

Nanaji was, in fact, going to Pat¬ 
na. But Lucknow was definitely on 
his inind.-And it became increasing¬ 
ly obvious as he got through the 
morning's rrewspepen. But oespxre 
whet the papers saiA Nanaji con¬ 
tinued to look coot in freshly star¬ 
ched karra-py/eAes. Madhu Jain 
spoke to him on the way to 
Lucknow. 

Gandhi’s chances of making it big 
poliricalty? 

A: Smijay Gandhi was ambitious 
She is his wife. It is all in Iht: family. 
Sbe feels, 1 am nothing {today K but 
it is my ri^t (to be something). All 
these are personal ambitioni 
There is no interest in the coun. 
try^-all are personal fights in India. 

Q: Do you think that ihe opposi¬ 
tion will use Maneka Gandhi fot 
their own ends? 


A: Everybody likes to fish in 
troubled waters. Others might like 
to take advaotage of her. 

S t; How would you describe the 
rticef scene in India today? 

A: There is a party for each man 
now Politicians just look for an 
occasion to get into the limelight. 
When Jagjivan Ram came out, he 
started his own party. When Bahti- 
guna left, he formed his own party, 
Charan Singh did the same. Parties 
don't have leaders, loaders have 
parties. Politicians have become 
anti-democratjc. tn the name of 
democracy, everybody is killing 
democracy. What is important for' 
the self matters, not what is impor¬ 
tant for society. The situation b 
becoming worse day by day. Unkno¬ 
wingly the nation is headed to¬ 
wards chaos. 

? ’ What is your alternative? 

: Leaders should think of the 
nation, not of themselves. 

,Q' What h your reaction to this 
morning’s National Herald report 

(at this point in the conversation, 
Nanap is reading the daily and 
getting visihly more irntatod) that 
both Jitr BaUaguna and the RSS 
wetr l>ehiiid Akhar Ahmed’s con¬ 
vention.’ 

A: Can anybody think that* these 
two forces could come together? 
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SPECIAL REPORT s 


Congressd) tottering 
in Andhra Pradesh 


N. T. Rama Rao has started a new regional party which four Congress(l) MLAs 
have joined. And recently deposedchief minister T. Aniaiah has be^n to 
organise the dissidents in the state. SYED MAJEEOUL HASAN reports 



T he is (ottering in Congress4l>. In (he Telugu calender 

Andhra Pradesh Wiehtn a the good and the bad yean coma in 
lingie week, as March was alternate cycles. The present cycle is a 
drawing eo a close, three sie- bad one. Dunnati was a bad year and 
nifleant developments clear^ the new year. Duadubht. which began 
pointed towards the decline and decay on 26 March, is also inauspicious. The 
in the party. Pint, there was the next year. Durmukhi. loo would be a 
emergence of the new regional politic* turbulent one. 
al party. Telugu Desam (Telugu coun* In a move that cook the state's 
try), under the leadership of Telugu political circles by storm. Telugu 
matinee idol. Mr N. T. Rama Rao. matinee idol. Mr R. T. Rama Rao. 
Second, (here was the revolt by former made hit entry into politics and laun* 
chief mmister. Mr T. Anjeiafi. which ched the Telugu Desam which prom- 
subsided at the direct intervention of ises to be a powerful aJiemative to (he 
(he Congrtii<l) high conmand. Third. indiKiplined and faction*hdden Con* 
(here was (he loss of a seat by the gress(l> in the state. According to 
CoAgreis(I) in the Rajya Sabha polls rumours, Mr Rama Rao would be "di* 
from the state. ving" into politics on his shsshripoorri 

These events signify the doom of the (SOth birthday) slated for 26 May this 

(hoidiof plated 
Tetusu utsam 


ttew stars of Andhra poUtUs: Tetu 
end poUiical 'crutadtr' Nadend 
launched on 29 March t9S2 


year. But Mr Rama Rao obviously 
warned to administer the maximum 
shock to the Congress(l) when its 
ranks are in confusion and disarray. 

Eight days before the Rajya Sabha 
poll, Mr Rama Rao called a press 
conference on 21 March, at his spa* 
cious Ramakrishna Cine Studios in the 
Musheerabad area of (he state capital 
where he revealed his political ambi* 
(ions. And on 29 March the Telugu 
Desam was formally launched at a 
largely attended public meeting on (he 
spacious lawns of the New Legislators* 
Hostel where the star attraction was 
the actor'turned'fiery orator, Mr Rama 
Rao. 

The political slogans raised by Mr 
Rama Rao or bis Telugu Desam are 
hackneyed, removal of poverty and 
unemployment: establishment of so* 
cial and economic equality; promotion 
of rapid industrial and irrigationul 
development of the state; anderadica* 
tion of corruption and injustice. 
However, there is something more 
wbkh the new party offers to the 
people of the state. It is an emotional 
appeal to the six crore Telugu people 
As Mr Rama Rao and his siotitical 
strategist. Mr Nadendla Bhaskar Rao, 
have repeatedly stressed, the aim of 
the regional party is to redeem the 
honour and self-respect of the Telugu 
people which bad been traded and 
trampled by the self-seeking coterie of 
the ^ngressd) politicians. Mr Bbas* 
kar Rao, himself a founding member 
of Congressd) four years ago as well as 
(be foremost dissenter against Dr M. 
Channa Reddy and Mr T. Anjatab. was 
mmftng (ha fint to leave the Congres* 
a(l) and join the Telugu Desam. 
According to Mr Bhaskar Rao, the 
CongrtssTl) had digressed from its 
lofty ideals and it had slipped in the 
control of vested interests who be* 
Ueved in manipulative politiu. The 

sincere workers had been ignored 
while the sycophants hijacked the par¬ 
ty apparatus. 

Ur N. Bhaskar Rao describes the 
Bcw regional parry as a "people's 
Boveneat to protect (be seiNrespect 
of (he Telugus.” In his opinion, *^t is 
abameful that even for (he appoint¬ 
ment of e rafuk committee, the state 
CongreeaCD leaders have to nub lo 
Delhi to. take orders. 
lUirv ^ Bebba laii^ii 
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(^Mi perms nd toakinf 

(hem chief Duaisters b; beckdeer 
cnerhods is ui intuir to (be TeJufu 
people end an affront to the 300 
elected MLAs is the state." This is 
y/hy, Mr N. Bhasker Rao promises that 
*‘(wirh the fonnerion of the regional 

E srry now), the Telu^ people will 
ave an elected chier mmister near 
(time)." 

The new parry has ittractioa for the 
harijan leaders too. Two harijan lems* 
lators. Mr C. Narayana and Mr M. 
Adeyya, who quit the Convess^I) and 
joineo the Telugu Desam. had alleged 
that the Con^^essfl) had failed to 
uplift the hariians and it was turning a 
blind eye to the increasing atrociiies 
on harijans. killings of their menfolk 
and rape of harijan eirla. "The prom* 
Isas of the Congress(I) have remained 
merely on paper and the Congreis<l) 
has become a laughing stock in the 
eyes of the Telugu people,* the two 
le^sUtors commented 
^ere are others in the Conuesstl) 
who have joined the Telugu Dcsam. 
First, there are those leaders who were 
among the founder members of the 
Congress(I) but who have been neg* 
lected in the course of time after being 
entrusted with posit ions of power for a 
short while. Mr Bhaskar Rao belongs 
to this category. The second group 
consists of those who are unhappy with 
the present leadership or who are fed 
up with the factional politics in the 
ruling party. The third category com¬ 
prises those who have been given a 
raw deal, especially after the fall of Mr 
T. Anjaiah from power. They are the 
so'Calfed defectors who had been en¬ 
ticed into the Congress(l> by Dr Chan* 
na Reddy and sheltered by Mr T. 
Anjaiah Many of the **defectors'* feel 
that they are being treated as outcasts 
and orphans in the current situation. 
They suspect that the party tickets 
would not be given to them in the next 
state Assembly elections. 

Though Mr Rama Rao and Mr K. 
Bhaskar Rao claim "encouraging re< 
sponse" from (he people end politi¬ 
cians alike for their new par^. the 
extent of support the Telugu Desam 
will receive will only become clear in 
the next few weeks. Already some 
penchayar ssmithi presidents, gram 
sa/ptnehes, tilU parishad chairmen, 
municipal counciliors and legislators 
have extended their support but the 
exodus from other parties is yet to 
pick up speed. 

The Telugu Desam has already en¬ 
listed the support of powerful Con- 
gressfl) politicians who are trying to 
settle scores with Mn Indira Gandhi 
for removing them from power and 
neglecting them. Dr Channa Reddy is 
secretly helping the cause of the new 
party and intelligence oflicials in 
Hyderabad are keeping a cab on Dr 
Raddy*i palatial restdence in the Tar- 
oaka area. Mr J. Vengal Rao, who is 
still a force to reckon with in state 


ft avowed aim ef protecting *(h« gains <1 
> the panebeynr rg/elections conducted 

f after a lapse of 12 years. ** Amplifyih| 
the idea, Mr Anjaiah reportedly tola 
the high command emissaries that he 
had formed the new forum to streof> 
than the Cowessfl) because the Bhar* 
atiya Janets Party and the communis^ 
parties were weaning away (he pam 
cJieyetr^ functionaries from the Coa- 
gre^I). The former chief minister 
told (he emissaries that the Forum waft 
neither a pressure group nor a policies 
al organisation. It was not going to 
pursue eny agitational methods but it 
would utilise only constructive chani 
neJs. It would be like a wing of the 


27 





The name is Allwyn. 

But it's Seiko technolosy inside out 










. 


f ~i! 


/ 




\ w;-' ^ 








Drugs that can maim 
the inborn child 

_ ^ Vimal B alasobfahmanyan 


8 March. Internacional Wumen's 
Day, wav an appropriate occa* 
sion /or launcJnnK a campaign 
the hormone pregnan* 
cy test {HPT) which has htvn 
proved to carry serious risk of foetal 
damage In a widely circuluied Iviiei 
the VoJuniarv Health A woe i at ion of 
India (VHAl) has ur^ed women's 
groups, consumer unsocial imis and 
socially conscious individuals m create 
public awareness and puhluly protest 
against the continued misuse of the 
oes t r oae n • prttge s r rn n e com hi n a i lo ii 
drug for testing if a mis>ed perind 
indicates a preciiancv. The misuse 
prevails even though there is no longer 
any doubt that HI'T m not only unreli¬ 
able but aho harmful to the foetus. 

Kviearch findings and prufes<ional 
opinion have vonclusiveJv proved that 
HPT drugs can maim unhurn children 
•A 1^74 research study at the Birth 
Defects Inviuucc in Albany, New York. 
USA showed that children of women 
exposed to hormonal preparations in 
the early stages of pregnancy, like 
Orasecron Forte and F P. Foiie 
(hiand names of HPT drugs produi.'ed 
and easily available in India) had 
delects of the heart, trachea, oesopha¬ 
gus. vertebral column and the anus. 
•Dr Palaniuppan in Madrax in 1979 
found that .11 per cent ol 52 mothers, 
gave hirth to babies with defects Jtke 
harelip, cleft palate, etc., took those 
dings in the early stages of pregnanev 
• Hormonal tests for pregnancy are not 
reliable. The test is faise-positive in 
one out of five women. There is also 
increased risk of foetal abnormalities 
<From a 1976 issue of the InternatUm^i 
Journal of Cynaeco/ogy and Obstet¬ 
rics. ) 

•"These tests (the HPT) should no 
longer be done." iWorJd Health Orga 
nisaiion Technics^ Re/wrr Senes 657, 
i9€l) 

•Two VHAl doctors refer to the thali¬ 
domide disaster and ask: "How many 
more ^statistically significant’ 



IM wt need more thaUdomtde babies to 
stop us from prescnbing harmful drugs ^ 

tragedies do we need to avoid such 
dangerous preparations?'' 

While vtnior gvnaecologivts eenpha 
iically MV that nPT drugs shoiiM nut 
be prescrilred. labMs and injei lions 
{the drug is availahtc in b<ith forms) 
continue m he aclmimvieted When 
asked why such picscripiM>ns are still 
done, a large number of private practi- 
I loners are either ignorant of the latest 
findings, or genuinely believt' the risk 
IS neghgthlc or >usi (aniini be 
iMitlieied 1 e. it is easier lo prs'scrilK* 
such a drug to j wum.in who wants ji 
than explain to her patiently and <‘>n- 
vincingly whs the urine test is safer 
even if taking a sample lo the fabora- 
lory,is more tirewime than swallowing 
a tablet or taking an injection. 

In a popei read at a 1979 conference 
in NevT Delhi. N*. RoycbtiwJhuiy. 
professor of obstetrics and gvuaecolo- 
gy at the Medical College. CaJciiira. 
detailed the arguments agarnst HPT 
and called for a campaign to stop ir. 
He bad estimated that roughly every 
year as many as 1.8 lakh pregnant 
women may be exposed to HPT and 
about two lakh doctors Involved in 


»uch a practice. Three years later the 
situation iv still <:erious enough to call 
for 4 massive drive against HPT. 

Another reason for the misuse i^ 
that these preparations (there are at 
liMsi 16 brands) although schedule L 
drugs, can be easily Imiight even with¬ 
out a doctor's prescription Many doc¬ 
tors stiU piyscrihc II. Skime woman, 
and even u>me doctuts. wrongly ba- 
Iieve that the diug cun get rid of an 
unwanted pregnancy. Hriis companies 
earl in did not care to print the cunrra 
indications but now some brands prim 
a low-key warning in small print, 
which IS so mildly worded that it 
seems designed to reassure rather 
than cause alarm. Parc of the VHA! 
campaign .igaihsi HPT is to nrgainse 
public pressure so dial manufacturers 
print in IxiJd letters on the outer label: 
"Nor to be used fnr pregnancy diagnu- 
sis M.ty cause abnormalities." 

Gyiuecologisiv mv (hat a pregnant 
woman who has undergone HPT 
should l>c advised lu lerminare the 
prognaiicv They also say that when 
such patients consult (hern after they 
have taken the HI*T ton their own or 
on a general practitioner's advice 
they explain the risk to the baby but 
"leave Ji to the women" to decide 
whether or not ihey want the pregnan 
cy to continue f his con turn out to be 
uaumatK pariiculariy since the siiua* 
iKiti simply need not have arliien a( all 

lfov^ can HPT be stopped? It needs 
action at several levels, legislation to 
ban the use of these hurmonal prepa 
rations lor pregnancy testing; mure 
forthright luhelltng uf the products; 
obligatory doctor's prescription fur 
selling rhe drug; creating an informed 
public; and 'coniinumK education' for 
doctors This last ciiterion. probably 
the most deplorable aspect of the 
siiuatioti. 15 stressed by Dr Kuy Chow- 
dhury who ruefully agrees that to 
remedy the siiuaiiun the medical pro¬ 
fession must first pui its own house in 
order. 


A Decker of Orasecron Forte tablets. There is no warning about the lU^fects the 
tablets might cause outside the packet. Inside (phosograph alongside} the packet. 
not easily noticeable is the warning which says: ''There is some evidence to show 
that hormonal preparations., may lead lu foetaJ atmormaSities..." 




Another .sample id jnHfl drug, E. F.[ 
Forte tablet i, withoui any aam/ogim tha^ 
package There is a nucmscopicalln 
wo/ded framing on the aluminium /bia 
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nu4Bbcr$> 17 miflioi) children died In 
1981 because most were not uninii- 
aised ajainsr the $a commoo diseases 
of childhood. 

In spite of all the development and 
advancement of science children keep 
on dying. Laments Mr Grant, "Prog* 
ress auinst poverty is not ooly slowing 
down Out being thrown into reverae. 
Economic growth of most of the pet* 
roleum-importing developiog nattnns, 
where most of the poor people ofthe 
world live, has “staUed ano fallen to 
its lowest level in a decode." An# to 
bear the crunch will be the nation of 
Asia where average incomes in the 
Eighties are unlikely to increase 
beyofkd one or two dollars a year. 
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T his year 125 million children 
will be born in the world but 
before their fifth birthdays. 

17 million of then will die 
This Is the forecast made by 
the United Nations Children's Fund 
fUNlCEK) m Its report, The 5rere of 
Che World's Cfnidren 196142 Says 
James Crum, executive director of the 
UNICEF jn the report, the deaths will 
be primarily due to lack of bask 
amenities of life provided to the de* 
veloping world's poor children. 

"Fer from being priceless, e child's 
life was worth less than % 100 (about 

Ri 800) in 1981," says Mr Grant. The L _ 

lOCLodd dollars could have saved the 

lives of children one of who died every through an army of prioury heaiiii care worJcerr can all rhe world's 

two seconds in 1981. Taken in terms of childratt be immunised agutMt the m cemnum diseases of childhood 
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CMdren conttUurt 38 % of poptj} 9 tn\n 

(h« •mounts sp«ni for providing ser¬ 
vices (0 children is termed e wMie< 
But (his <s ao oJd fashioned view since 
"labcur is as important es capital in 
the process of increasing productivity 
and a malnourished, unhealthy and 
liJirerare workforce is therefore also a 
senous constraini on productivity.” 
Spending on social services for cnil' 
dren is an investment in. economic 
gruwih. Applying these lessons, UN* 
fCEF has helped train over three* 

I uaners a million pan professional 
evelopment workers in the last year 
What uNICKF can dn and is doing, 
says Mr Gram. *"is to pioneer new ways 
of extracting the maximum benefit for 
children...in what looks like being very 
hard economic times." 


HOevelppment he* becomete M lww O Mac M a eenw a oen twwe N*m 
for on end le Wedwiinftfl povorttr boon ol luoh • >ew ieb'lf' UNtCfF 
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7a dark un>es chjfdrvn take priorny...« communrty’s mponcjfrifity lo tu 
chi/dreit an iitdispen.ieble vthic of e/v/fise(ion—(/NfCEF report 


Siftcc there are Uttle chances cd the 
worid economy looking up, the world 
has to wake up to fuUU la responsibiii- 
tia* to its chtidrea for, as Mr Grant 
procIiiBU propbetieaily, "childhood 
cannoi stand and wait." What la eiaen- 
tiai then is the means of finding ways 
of "increasing the ratio between avail* 
able resources and benefits for chil* 
dren ” 

UNICEF It iust tryiM that. Bend¬ 
ing the healu of cbilmn ihrougb 
para profetsional deyelopaent woo¬ 
ers is one way. Perhaps, a better vray 
and, in the long run, the only way 
which has a permaneoi effect, is peo¬ 
ple*! perticipatloa 

II IS a ousconception to think that 































‘Project 706’ 
The Islamic Bomb 


The BBC did a film on the secret Islamic nuclear bomb which was inspired by Bhutto and is 
now being developed at Kahuta near Islamabad. We obtained a transcript of the film and 
found it so fascinatino that we are publishing it fully. Philip Tibenham, the compere, tells a 
story of intrigue, machinations, grit and greed The film was telecast on BBC-1 on 10 August 

last year. 


P hilip Tibenh^m: Thi'« cpnvoy cmild bv lh« riw 
mdtvml for rhe worlds first nuclear war. The 
trucks are headinf; for a dusiv deserr air strip with 
.< iari;u of uranium vellgw cake. It's been mined in 
ihv Islamic kC.ite or Niiter It will be flown on to 
J«ljmic Libya, then on to Islamic Pakistan. Tonight Panur* 
:imj reports on huw Pakistan ii building the Islamic 
bomb -licgun on the orders uf the late President Bhmtu. 
Khalid jlusanr So he all these hoys together, and there 
were sum or people, very senior people, junior people, 
youngsters, and he said, l.ook.' you know. * we're going lo 
Itave .< bomb.' 

Tibvrihum: Hidden bs'hind this wall at 
Kuliuta, near Islamabad, Pakistanis 1 
are tiansfonning yellow cake mtu j 
bumbgjadv uunium The nperaimn's 
called 'Project 70S.' Now that the 
Israelis have wrecked Iraq's nuclear 
rcdctor, the piojecf is even mure im¬ 
portant It s Islam's nnly realistic hope 
ol getTins the bomb. Pakisian's on the 
verge nf buiUiing the weapon because 
she's been able to buv almost total 
access to western technology. 'Project 
706' owes Its existence to sophisticated 
cumpames scattered across Europe 
who've been hnppv to accept Pakistani 
money without asking too cn^y queS' 
lions. The buying of western technolo¬ 
gy has been carried out by a iteiwork 
of resourceful Pakistani agents in 
Europe with the help of their Euro¬ 
pean middlemen 

Sometimes using deception, some- 
rimes dangling hard cash, they’ve been 
able to get from private enterprise In 
the west most of the components BhUttO' “W 

they'll need to build the bomb. Pro- 
ject 706' is closely modelled on a nave a OOfn 
uranium enrich mein plant In Almalo F€SOUfC&S---\ 
in Holland. Pakistan managed to pene hSV6 & fjart\ 
trate the tight security here and obtain ‘J 

H list of over a hundred subcontrac- uOmD 6\ 

tors^the bask of their buying cam* tO&ati 

paign There wre $ome grim conelu* I__ , * 

sinns to be drawn from the story of 
'Project 706.’ It’s brought the prospect nf a nuclear 
exchange between unstanle regimes considerably closer. 
Secondly, it’s proved that any ruthlees and determined 

e nvernmenr with the money and the will can get the bomb 
y stealth. And thirdly, the west seriously overestimated its 
own ability to stop the spread of nuclear weapons. Against 
all the evidence. Pakisian continues to deny it’s building 



Bhutto: '‘We re going to 
have a bomb...nl find the 
resources... We're goir^g to 
have a party... We 'll have 
the bomb even if we have 
to eat grass..." 


the bfimb 

General Zia-ul Haqi I have said on top of my voice. We are 
nut in competition with any other country of the regiim in 
the nuclear technology. We are not making a bumb. SVe arc 
sold to the idea of stopping nuclear proliferation In The 
world. But where the difference has arisen is: I say that it is 
the ri|pit uf any developing country to acquire the modern 
technology and amongst ihe modern technology Is the 
nuclear technology. Nuclear technology fur peaceful pur¬ 
poses 

nbenham: That’s not what's happening here at PINSTEC, 
the Paktstan Institute of Nuclear lienee and icchnolugy. 
where scientists are already producing plutonium as the 

_ vital core of a nuclear weapon. We 

believe they’ll have produced enough 
plutonium for a first test before the 
end of this year. When it happens, it'll 
be largely thanks to the organisatiun 
of this man; Mr S. A. Butt, who has 
been the ingenious quartermaster for 
(he Pakistan bomb project. Based in 
Paris, he spent colossal sums of money 
on components for the bomb. Re 

C ortedly. Butt himself was in at the 
irth Ol the bomb at a meeting held by 
the laie Ali Bhutto. Present were Pro. 
fessor Abdus Salem, later to win a 
Nobel Prise. Ishwat Usmani. head of 
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis. 
sion. and Munir Khan vmo was to 
succeed him. The date:. ...1972. 
Hasan: It was rather like a jamboree, 
you know, it was very ..there was a 

S eat deal of enthusiasm enjoined. 

lese were, you know, the early days, 
you know. Bhutto had said that any¬ 
thing. you know, he could have got 
re going to away with anything, you know. His 

/'» finH fhtt authority was unquestioned and loyal- 

. ..III miu It Iff jy to Bhutto was unquestioned. He was 

'e re gOif^g to looked upon as a...the great Messiah. 

We'll have ^ all these boys together and 

7 fiA A there were senior people, very senior 

If we nave people, and juniot people, youngsters, 

‘ass... " said. ’Look/ you know, ’we*re 

. going to have a bomb, .we’re going to 

have a party,' He said. 'Can vou give it 
to me?’ So they started shouting like school children, you 
know. They said, ‘Ob, yes, yes. yes. you can have it, ^ii can 
have it. you can Have It.’ ^ Bhutto was very amusetTand he 
said. 'Well, much as I appreciate your enthusiasm, but these 
are serious mailers, but in any case this is a very serious 
poUticel decision which Pakiitan must make and perhaps 
all third world countries must make one day. becausa it is 


---- > » . « . coming; so can you do it?* And they said, ‘We can do It, 

Notf: This transcript was typed fronts fe/ediphone record- |Jven the resources and the facilities.* 6o Bhutto aaid, *1;« 
ing of BBC-f’s Panorama and not copied from an oriainst »\all find vou tba rasourcaa and I staan .find vou 











and north Africa; Sudan, Ethiopia and Libya. Kc had to find 
the money he'd promised his scientists. 

Hasan: You know. I wts on the trip and we visited about 16 
countries, you know. Somalia and Libya and Ethiopia. He 
didn't get it from Haile Selassie, I can assure you. 

Tibenham: One of (he most ecstatic welcomes o( the tour 
was from Colonel Qadhafi in Libya Outwardly he was very 
different from Bhutto. But the two men respected each 
<ither us brothers in Islam. 

Hasan: tihutio said...one of the last things he said, you 
know, before hjs execution, ‘I want (O be remembered as a 
revolutionary and js a poet.' And I suppose Qadhafi is a 
rovoluiioiiary coo. 

Tibenham: Bui it wasn't only brotherly love that attracted 
Qadhafi to Bhutto The colonel had publicly and un* 
ashamedly declared his yearnine for a nuclear weapon. 

With the enormous wealth from nls oilfields he'd already 
tried to import nuclear expertise. People who would build 
him whut he called 'The Bword of Islam.' He luld a 
Luhiinese nuwcpaper: ‘People now s^ that this country has 
^0 planes and ifiut country has 500. The day will come when 
they will say this country hex three nuclear bombs and that 
country has 10 Libya will not be absent when that day 
comtf-' LarUer, he made somewhat naive approaches to 
Prance and China to buy an off.the'Shelf bumb and had 
been ivieited l.aur, he even tried to bribe India with 
miibaivf Mipplivs of cheap oil in exchange for a bomb and 
iigain he wax turned down. Suddenly, here was Pakisian, a 
noieniud honib supplier, with Its palm outstretched waiiina 
tor Qddhafi to put money into it. The secret meetinfis began 
in Pari< between Pakistani and Libyan reprexeniatives: no 
secret iluii only ii handful of men knew about them Among 
them: AU Bhutto himself and Munir Khan, head of the 

Pakisiaii Atomic Energy Commission._ 

The Itrst meeting was m 1^73. We've 
been given an account of those meet* 
mgs h> a i'akisMiti diplomat who was 
involved Like other Vakistant infor 
mams In this fdm, he's been warned of 
a long prison sentence if he talks. His 
account of what happened is read. 

Anonymous Pakistani diplomat: There 
were various meetings in 1973 involv¬ 
ing Libyan and Pakistani representa* 
tives. Most Pakistani diplomats In 
Paris were not told. Less than 10 
people knew of the meetings. The 
Libyans wanted the entire capability. 

Sums in excess of five hundred million 
dollars were discussed. There were 
also discussions with other countries, 
including Saudi Arabto and the Culf 
states. Their interest s were different 
from Qadhafi's. They principally 
wanted Pakistan to possess the exper¬ 
tise. They weren't making (he same 
demands as Qadhafi. During the nego¬ 
tiations the Pakistani side believed OscPJBfi:'^Thedsywilt 
that a total invesiment-^if you like to ./.:u 

call it that—of several billion dollars COme when thBy Wlit S&y 
was possible, but nothing like that tntS COUntry thfeO 

arB'ufof 

did arrive in Pakistan. Another senior COUntfy nQS IQ-^UDye Ww 
Pakistani, now in fear of a ten-year nOt be StSent OH that dBy" 

prison term, has told us exclusively i _ 

that staggering consignments of 
money ^sometimes as much as a hundred million dollars in 
cash was especially fiowyi from Libya to Pakistan. The 
flights began in 1975. 




A nonymous Pakistani diploma! fsccend}: A otane left 
Tripoli for Pakistan in December and anuiner in the 
summer of '76, carrying mon^ from Colonel Qadhafi for Mr 
Bhutto for use in ^ manufacture of an atom bomb and 
monay was always carried in suitcases by trusted couriers 
in high denomination notes. Ur Bhutto told mt> that Colonel 


I? 


d&afi had several discussions with him un the subject at necessary for an explosive device using natural 
Vdiotef tfie blamlc Summii and had promised all the uranium produced V their Canadian* reactor.’ 






Qadhafi indicated that be would like to have the first one,, 
^benham; fTo tbt di^omat) But what happened on this 
particular occasion? How eras The money got to the plane? 
Anonymous diploinol {second): In suitcases carried by u 
courier each time on a Boeing flight from Tripoli via Roma 
to Karachi on very special security arrangements. 
Tibenham: So one man carrying a hundred million in cash? 
Dipiomat: Yes. At least a hundred million. There were some 
special arrangements at Rome airport for security and the 
impression pven was that it was a VIP flight. 

TiMnhata: And there's no question that this was cash for 
the bomb? 

Diplomat: Oh, there's no doubt about that. 

Tiberdum: (To ihe aui/feme; For people with the money 
the technology and trainmg had always been available, in 
the early Seventies, when the Pakisten bomb proiect was 
bom. the United States and Conada still firmly Selieved 
that it was their duty to bestow nuclear knowledge on the 
struggling third world. 

Voice over Who says scientists are serious? Certainly not 
Professor, .who played the piano while the students sangf 
Tibenham: In this relaxed internal tonal atmosphere, Pakis¬ 
tan ordered a Cando reactor from Canada partly because 
she genuinely needed nuclear power. But there was another 
rvaxon. Ii was the first step lowards the bomb. The easiest 
ruurc to the bumb is to produce plutonium. To du that on a 
large scale you nc-ed a nuclear reuttor like this. It will turn 
you out lots of sjieni stnma fuel cuiiiuining plutumum. But 
to recover that jilutofiium you must have a reprocessing 
plant. Thai was to be Pakistan's next step. 

Anonymous Pakistani diplomat (first); Tlie reactor was our 
Miurcefor plutonium. Already we had begun negotiating to 
buy repriwessing e<juipment to extract plutonium from the 

__ spent fuel and we had the designs for a 

planr since 1966 The experimental 
work was to he done at PINSTEC—the 
Pakistan Institute for Nuclear Science 
and Technology. Bhutto said a real 
team would be built up and one was 
assembled—money wtf never a 

e mblem. 

bice over: On the 136th day of the 
year, at 0200 hours, 36 minutes, 20 
seconds GMT. corresponding to eight 
hours. lero eight minutes, 20 seconds 
in the morning Indian Standard Time, 
the graph went haywire. Three mi¬ 
nutes earlier, in the desert, through 
this hate of sun and dust and debris, 
wm could ser the hillock rising. 
Tiberdiam: In the sprii^of 1974 Pakis¬ 
tan’s old enemy, India, pulled off a 
remarkable propaganda coup. By de¬ 
tonating what was called a peaceful 
plutnnium device she shook the west 
and Hakistan. India had acquired plu¬ 
tonium and beaten them to the punch. 
hedaywitl ^he shaken Pakistanis focused their 

,Mtiu attention on one of the most powerful 

neywmsay industrialists in France. The head of 
thfee SGN. the biggest exporter of reproces- 

heanWrha/ sme plants in the world...Francois 
. .. ... Poincet. His company is 63 per cent 

j-^Ubya Wnf cont-ulled by the Trench government. 

on that day ’’ He’d already been in*negotiation with 
^ I the Pakistanis over the supply of a 
nuclear reprocessing plant which re¬ 
covers plutonium from spent fuel. Poincet fullv accepted 
the Pakiitanis* pleadings that they needed the plont purely 

for a grandiose civil power programme. It's hard to accept, 
thou^, that the French government was totally unaware of 
Pakistan's long term intent ion5 On 26 July 1975, the 
French embassy in BriisseU wrute in ronlideiice in the 
French fureign office that the president of the Pakistani 
Atomic Energy Commission hud dvvlur^d that whether the 
French deal went itirough or nut, Pakistan planne^l (u get 'a 
plant able lu manufacture the small amount of plitionium 
necessary for an explosive device using natural irradiated 
uranium oroduced ov their Canadian* rcactur.’ 


maffufgctwe such a bmnb. Bur (JV hwKWs Ppincet) So are you telling me that through 



out this whole period it never crossed your mind that this 
plant could be put to anything other than peaceful pur* 

B oses? 

rancois Xavier Poincet: Obviously I cannot say that. I 
mean if you make...suspo$e you maW a steel plant, could 
you be certain none of the steel will never he used to make 
a fjun? There's no relation. *nii8 plant wa^ intended to 
reprocess irradiated fuel. Pakistan has a source of irradi' 
ated fuels. Since they have one reactor, they're planning to 
have others. They have to reprocess this fuel; they make a 
reprocessing! plant—that's quite normal. Then you come 
and say, 'Ah. may be they will make an atomic bomb.' May 
be with a steel plant they will make a weapon. They may 
make a gun, make a pistol, who can say? 

Ti ben ham; /To the audience} This is the sort of reproces 
sing plant that Fuincei huilds. What ihc Pakistanis wanted 
was nu less than a scale down version of the same thing If 
their plans for an expanding civil programme had been 

f enuino they would, indeed, have need^ a plant like this 
lit They hadn’t placed a viigle order in that programme, so 
they had no need for such a large plant Some Americans, 
unlike the French, were beginning to realise what a 
difference the plant could make. 

Joseph Nye: li> the difference between having a (luite 
large arsenal uf weapons, usable materials, quite quickiv as 
apposed to having... it out in small quantities at a rum*. 
tiMnham: (To Nye) When you say a large arsenal what do 

S ou have in mind? 

ye: Well, I would imagine the materials that could have 
been diverted from the plant or would be available—if 
safeguards were broken—would be somewhere IS ur 20 
bomb* worth right away as opposed to much smaller 
amounts that would have to be dune through clandestine 
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f lant^ nr by other means. 

ibenham: And an ability to add to tho&e 1$ quite 
regularly^ 

Nye: Yes. quite regularly. 

Tibenham: /To the audience) Bhutto was In Canada when 
the French made up their minds to go ahead and supply ihe 

S ilani. Everything now rested on a rubber stamp from the 
nternational Atomic Ener^ Agency in Vienna. The agency 
wuH in inspect the plant and monitor the amounts of nuclear 
material produced. Bhutto was actually inside the Cana< 
dian Parliament building when a cable arrived granting 
imernaiional approval. 

Hasan: And you know hiv f jce lil up and he relaxed. He was 
very, very pleased. And, ynu know, later in the afternoon 
there was a press conferertce and he said, ’Look. I mean why 
are you asking ciuesoons about the reprocessing pJant? The 
International, .ine IAEA has cleared it. So what are your 
misgivings?' 

Tibenham: From its headquarters in Vienna ihe IAEA is 
supposed to act as the world's nuclear guardian and 
ombudsman. From the millions of words that pour in here 
everyday, an army of civil servants is, in theory, able to spot 
nuclear misbehaviour and put a stop to it. Complicated 
safeguards were, indeed, built Into the Pakbtani agree* 
menr. But what use are safeguards If a nation is intent on 
building a bomb? 

Sigvara Eklund: 1 can't recall that at the time when this 
matter was approved by the hoard that they had declared 
cheir intention to go ahead with a nuclear wtepon program* 
me. Thet I don't recill. 

Tibenham: Pakistan undertook that no reprocessing of any 
material produced 'shell be used for the reanufectitre m 
any nuclear weapon or to further any other military 


porpoae or for the manufacture of any other nudetr' 
explosive devke.* 

fTo Hasan) But let's be frank, everybody knew whet the 

6 lent was for. didn't they? 

Iftsan: Well. 1 suppose ell the western countries knew. 

Tibenham: (To the audience) Bhutto went home in glory. 
The plant which the French were to build hod (wu alluring 
attractions. One, the means to fuel a new generation of 
reactors to ease Pakistan's power starvation if he wanted 
and two. once in operation it would guarantee a 
tremendous lead in any arms race with India. But the 
Americans had already decided to stop Bhutto in his 
triumphant tracks. Dr Heniy Kissinger was given the job. 
Bhutto claimed that K»s<iinger told liim. 'If yuu gu ahead 
with this plan we will make a hurrihle exahinlc of you.' 
Bhutto look tho» to mean (hat hiK downfall would be 
engineered by Amei ico. Pressure from the Curler adminis* 
tration finally persuaded the French lo suspend (he rvpro* 
cessing deal. In Washington there was svlf congratulation 
on a tactical victory—an end to the Pakistani bumb. Not so. 

The small town of Saint Angelo le Deg i a no in northern 
Italy IS deeply Catholic and conservative. Here pjrto/ama 
discovered that the Pakistanis had quietly and successfully 
carried on with the plan (he Americans thought they had 
stepped. On the outskiris of the town a medium*size 
company called Alcome was already huildnig 2h ve*«sels and 
tank> made frum speciol metaU for delivery to Pakistan. 
The plan was lo covertly make parts for the reproce^Ning 

g iant wiihoiiT the west knowing. The bo^s uf Akuine is 
(nor Aldo Turchi. 


S enor Aldo Turchi: Excuse me. vnu can't. What is your 
interest in this matter—your personal iiuervst^ 
Tibenham: rTu Turcht) My personal interest? 

Turchi: Yes. 

Tibenham: I'm trying to find oui what son o1 things., fTur¬ 
chi asks Tibcnhafn tu speak \tuwly as his iCrigZ/vh /« nut so 
K*M*d} I'm trying to esiaubsh what sort of things Pakistan i.s 
importing and why they are importing them 
Turchi; But I cannot give you any answer al»oin...we have 
suppiitKl a lot of material to Pakistan Wc twill i supply lot 
of materials more to Pakistan and ii i> all. 

Tibenham: Yes. I know vou supply lots of things to 
Pakistan, but in particular I'm mteiested in ihi^ order 
fmm...what's the name of the company where this <uder 
came from last year? 

Turchi: I am sorry but I cannot give you ihc informaiinn 
(hat yuu require. I'm sorry, sir 

Tibenham: But vou told us earlier the name nf the company. 
Turchi: No. Nu. No. Excuse me, sir. The Job is a secret 
matter. 

Tibenham: What do you think these particular vessels ur 
pull linings are for? 

Turchi: Cw, puJI..? 

Tibenham: the things chat you're guing to supply to 
Asiatic... 

Turchi; Excuse me. Hey nol 

Tibenham: (To the audience/ However, Partorama has 
obtained a copy of a secret contract between Senor Turchi's 
French parent company and (he Pakistanis, it clearly is for 
the big reprocessing plant. Throughout there's an obsession 
with security. 

%'oice over: li is essential to maintain secrecy to avoid a 
possible Identification ol the final destination of the 
equipment. 

TtbeDbamtlt provides for extremdy careful shipping 
arraogemencs to avoid the slightest ^ance of exposure. 
Voice over Equipment ^all be prefabricated in Europe in 
partial oon*identifiabie elements then completed locally to 
ensure the necessary secrecy. 

Tibenhan: Senor Turchi’s port in the contract is worth 39 
million French franc*. It's signed for the Pakistanis by the 
inevitable Mr S. A. Butt, minister technical, embassy of 
Pakistan, Paris. 

Meantime, the PakUtaals had also embarked on a 
separate, quite diffm’ent path to the bumb. To build a 
weapon not from plutonium but from highly enriched 
uraoius. exactly like the bomb dropped on Hiroahimt. And 
in this, their second route to Uw twb» 


proved el most unstoppable. 

In (he summer ol 1972 a pletsue nund Pahiiiani 
scientist and his British-born wife moved into this quiet 
suburb not far from Amsterdam airport. Abdul Kadir Khan 
and his wife Nanny quickly settled into the neat community 
of younji married couples. The lace on the door and (be 
tended potted plants <m the window of number 71 Amstel 
made them seem models of suburban respectability. Khan 
didn*t talk much about Pakistan and everyone understood 
he intended to settle in Holland for food He occasionally 
mentioned that he'd been educated at a couple of Europe's 
better universities. Apart from that pMple remember only 
that the Khans were sn downright nice. 

Dr Georges Van Der Ferre: For instance, he was offering 
cookies and sweeties to the secretaries because in his idea a 
girl should be a little bit fatty* let's say. That was one of his 
theories. 


Tibenham: What? That attractive women needed to be fat? 


•Perre: Yes. yes, l>omething like that. 

Tibenham: (To rfte dudieact) In fact, Khan was the perfect 
family mun—faiihful to his wife and devoted to his 
daughters. His life was going to work and looking after the 
family Buf occasionally he took trips to his old universities 
and it was after one of these that he came home with good 
news: he'd landed an intriguing job. Ir was work that was to 
fling him into a world he'd never known before; the world 
of the industrial spy. Khan's new employers Just hapMned 
to be the major subcontractors to Urenko. the Duich Briiish 
cunsorrium which runs a massive uranium enrichment 
plant at Almalu in Holland. Hero uranium gas is rotated ai 
incredible speeds to produce enriched uranium. This is the 
sort of equipment the Pakistanis would need for their 
second route to the bomb, a bomb using highly enriched 
uranium. While he was working in H^Iar^. Khan was 
approached by Pakistani agents who realised that his 
knowledge of specialised metals could be invaluable in this 
alternative bomb programme. Khan was a willing recruit 
and he could tell them exactly what thev needed in buy. Tn 
his neighbours Khan seemed his normal likeable self. They 
(lid notice that now and then large cars with CD plates 
would arrive from France and Belgium and often not leave 
until 1 he early hours. But they tnok little or no notice uf it. 

On 1!> December 197S Khan, his wife and iwo little girls, 
disappeared. He'd l^n recalled to Islamabad. His mission 
in Ktirope had been accomplished. Back home Khan was 
whisked into raiher more splendid accommudatioiwagov¬ 
ernment villa on the outskirts of Islamabad. The ultimate 


the ftrsi purchases hr the Pakistani contrifuge was a 
of iDverters Iron ibe Swindon plant of Emerson Electrtei' 
Inverters ensure that the current arriving at the cenirlfugg^ 
remains absolutely constant. That's essential when tSff 
motors have to run at tens of thousands of revolutions ij 
minute. The management of Emersons, both here. 1^; 
Swindon and at their parent company in the United State^ 
refused point-blank to talk about the inverters. Bur £1 
scientist who used to work here bas told us that anyboiw 
who is anybody in the company had a pretty shrewd idea 
what they were for. But they weren't bothered. They were 
convinced the Pakistanis wouldn’t know what to do win^ 
them. Indeed, be says, there was a company joke that tbilv 
inverters would rust away in their cases up in (he hills, thetk 
the Pakistanis would order some more. In fact, only 
couple of weeks or so after the inverters arrived in Pakistag'^ 
a teles came here asking for a whole list of very sophiatWi 
cated modifications. And that rook (he wind out of (he. 
management's sails. It was another example of western 
arrogance, assuming the Pakistanis had no Idea what they 
were up to. The Pakistanis, in fact, know exactly where to 
go to place their order for inverters without causing too,, 
much suspicion—to the prosperous little town of l^onburgi ' 
not far from Stuttgart. One of their go-between companiee ^ 
IS Team Industries. The Pakistanis wanted 31 inverters and 
they were prepared to pay above the going rate for them. 
Their middleman was one of the company's directors’, a Mr 
Pipple. 

fjo Mr Ftpple) ^te're from BBC Television. 

Mr Pipple: I know. But don't do it. 

Tibenham: Are you Mr Prpple? 

Pipple: Yes. 

Tibenham: (To the eudiencej Mr Pipple hoped there'd ba 
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luxury—a swimming pool. He was even given his i»wn 
guards. When one European tried to approa^ the house he 
was given a severe beating. 

Perre; It was unbelievable. It didn't fit into the image we 
have about Khan here. 

Tibenham: Khan’s new job wa« to take <harge of the 
Pakistan enrichment prugramnie. The centrifuge system iv 
being con.structed under the strictest security just outside 
Islamabad. The components being used here at Kahut.i 
were all bought in Europe. The results of deals in which 
Khan was involved before he left. The purchases arranged 
by a network of Pakistanis in Brussels and Paris had all 
skilfully side-stepped the west's nuclear export regulations. 
The Pakistanis are so concerned about Kahut.i that they've 
installed French Krotile anti aircraft missiles to protect the 
installatipns. The Indian border is only five minutes flying 
time away and (he Pakistanis have no intention of being 
surprised by a sudden strike by India's well-trained air 
force. Western intelligence sources sketched the interior of 
Kahut.i like this: At the heart is (he centrifuge system 
itself, surrounded by laboratories and ancillary buildings 
that house the controlled equipment, gas-speed system and 
power supply; a guard block, power generating station and 
a battery of anti.aircraft guns to protect the site; inside (he 
cascade hall, several thousand centrifuges which, once 
working, could produce enough enriched uranium for six 
weapons a year, 

The enrichment process ii so complex and costly (hat it 
created the perfect cover for the Pakistanis' intentions. 
Almost no scientist or government official in the west 
believed that they would undertake such a challenging 
In fact, almost every piece of equipment inside 
XOM fcgtt Euro^ including Britain. One of 
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mc^e (»rders like this. On this one alone his commission ran 
into thousands of pounds. 

(To Mr Pippie) I'm asking you matters of purely public 
interest about your dealings with Emersons and the Fakis* 
laniv. Is it true you plac^ an order in 1976? 

Pipple; I am Friday in England with Mrs Thatcher together. 
Tibenham: (To the auofexicej A later order for more 
coninfugo from Emersons worth over a million pounds was 
froien hy the British government. Even so, Pakistan 
already had enou^ inverters to run several thousand 
centrifugev. In t976 three Pakistani buyers came here to 
Switcerland. This time they were frank about what they 
wanied. Valves for the uranium enrichment plant VAT, a 
highly Specialised firm which supplies nuclear facilities all 
over the world, was only too happy to oblige. To cover 
themselves they wrote to the appropriate government 
official asking whether an export licence was required. The 
government wrote back listing sensitive items based on 
guidelines laid down by the so-called 'London Club' of 
nuclear supplier nations. The Pakistani order didn’t clash 
with the list and the Swiss government, anxious for firms to 
enier the lucraiive nuclear expori market, didn’t ask 
further questiems. The Pakistanis were so impressed with 
(his aggressive selling attitude that (hey upped their 
requirements. They went to Cora Engineering lucked away 
in the Alps with an astounding reituesi. Could Cora, they 
asked, design and build a synem to feed gas to the 
centrifuges. The answer was a very^rapid ’yes.' This is no 
small vague cumponeni but a vital stage in the enrichment 

E rocess to be custom made in Europe. It was one of the 
iggesi and most blatant orders placed anywhere by the 
P^isianis. $0 how did Cora imagine the enriched uranium 
(bey were helping to produce would be used? 


^ udolph W&lti: What can I«*ad io a iiuiU'ar wt^apon. that 
! ,t%i$ the goe^tiun of course. Nuts and b«)h» can lead to a 
nueJoar weur^n. Now where do yi>u draw ilie line*^ 

' ^benham: (to (he mnhence) The <<jinpiete plant Ma> 
large that three chartered KvrculeN planes were nerd(*d in 
fly It from SwiUerland tu Paktstan 

(To Huiivlph Waiti) i don't Mip)jo>e you weie airsniulely 
aaiisfied that they were ginng tu use this plant lu make a 
nuclear weapon. Would that have changed your mind one 
bit about supplying it? 

Wdlti: Huhuhuhu Tiisl of all. we have no kiu»wledge in 
nuclear weap<ins ilvsign or LiiiiNlfMitinn or aiivthnig We 
wouldirt even kntiw how 1 <i build one. Intw to di'sign one. 
Thai IN one thing. And wc would leruinlv not aitivelv 
suppoii anyone to bin hi a juuleai weatKin 
Ti^nhum: Hut you have, liaven't von? 

Wahi: No Mow lould we^ 

Tibenhum: But you’re coming hack lo vour |Kimt ihai vou 
don't leally know or wish lo know what the end pmkIiki is 
going to he used fni. Youj attitude is. sure. 'Ihm’i ask tmi 
many quesiions.' 

Walli: No. How should we know realtv whui ihev intend to 
do wiih It. wh.it they want Mi do with ii^ 

Tilwnhain: V'oiiVe saying vnu h.ive no idea at all? 

VValtit No. 

Tl ben hum: (To rhe andremv) 'Mie source of limitless 
ur.imiirn for Pakistan is apvtouriatelv the Islamic Kepnhlu 
of Nigel Deep l>elow the Sahara (here is more uianium 
than the Pakistanis will ever need to hinid their Iximli llie 
coiMpanv mining the uranium is Krench and is headed by 
Mousivtir Jauiues (discard d*Kstaing. cousin of the former 
Krench President The site is stranded in the middle of the 
blisteiing (lesuii. hundreds uf miles From the neatest town. 
In temperatures which often touch 122. thousands of luc^l 
labourer tnipervised by Krench engineers continually in* 
hale hta dust iv ihey extract the uranium. The hillinn» of 
t(m» already cxiracied haw left a monstrous crater in the 
desert The ure is processed on the spot, under strict Krench 
conirnl, into yellow cake. 

The Islamic Republic of Nieei lakes ir» share of the 
mine’s output. Almr>st all of that is sold to her Islamic 
brother states^Ltl^a and Pakistan. Some of Pakistan’s 
uranium goes via f^rance, the rest is fluwn out through 
Libya. The uranium convoy travels ISO baking miles to a 
barren desert airstrip at Agadez. Krom there ii'$ flown 
northwards across the vast Sahara lu Tnpuli. in Libya. The 
last leg uf the uranium trail is from Tripoli 1,000 odd miles 
to Karachi, in Pakistan. Now. neither Niger nor Pakistan 
has signed the non*pro]iferaiion treatv. the NPT—an agree* 
meat which is supposed to slop the spread of nuclear 
weapons. Rut once again Pakistan agreed to safeguards 
over the use of its uranium and once again the words had a 
familiar ririg. Pakistan undertook that nu uranium 'shall be 
used for the manufacture of any nuclear weapon or to 
further any other military purpose or for the manufacture 
of any other nuclear explosive device.' 

The President of Niger is Seyni Kountche, Under his 
stern leadership the country has gone from being one of 
France’s poorest former colonies to being wemthy all 
because of uranium sales. But he’s only there by the grace 
of France, and more important, Colonel Qadhafi who 

S orted the coup which brou^t Kountche to power. 

tafj knows that, as with oil. uranium means power and 
he'd like to become the uranium broker to the world of 
Islam. Kountche is (he man who could help him to do it and 
thereby reinforce Libya's role in the Pakistani bomb. The 
uranium trade between Niger and Pakistan is partly the 
result of Libyan diplomacy. Kauntche, like Qadh^i. is 
deeply committed (u Islam, it's no coincidence that almost 
all of Niger’s uranium goes to Libya and Pakistan. 

Seyni Kountche, President of Niger: We sell our oranium to 
any country on condition that it participates in our develop¬ 
ment. Secondly, we expect our uranium to serve (he 
interest of development, not of war. And we rei)uire (hat 
tho International Atomic Agency guarantees the sale. 
Therefore, we don't see why our selling to one particular 
country should lead to complaints. We are selling and will 
continue to .sell to Pakistan. If tho International Atomic 
Agency doesn’t carry out proper supervision then that's a 
mailer for its own conscience. 


Tibenhun: As well as its direct sales to Pakistan, ^olb 
hundreds of tons of uranium to Libya which then ships pan 
of It off to Pakksian. Since Libya hasn’t allowed the 
International Atomic Agency to check how much is left, the 
agency can’t possibly know how much uranium Pakistan 
has acquired or what's been done with it. Each of ihese 
trucks carries SO drums of uranium yellow cake acniss the 
Sahara lo a desert air strip where Libyan planes are 
waning. According to our informant, the reason why 
Qadhafi supplies so much uranium to Pakistan is tu make 
himself indispensable to the bomb project, to ensure that 
he gets a return on his investment. 

Anonymous Pakistani diplomat (find): The Libyans had 
always been doubtful about the quid pro qun. Pakistani 
v’ientists arc training Libyans in laboratory op^utiuns. 
Tliefi* IS other training going on too. But the Libyans have 
made ii plain they want what thev believe they weru 
prornised>-fu]| access (o the technnlogy. 

Tibenham: If i( were ever in doubt, Libya’s commiimcnT lo 
the Pakistan nuclear project and the commitment of oihci 
Islamic leaders was guaranteed at 6.37 on (he evening of 
Sunday, 7 June 1961. Tightly grouped Israeli F-ISs anil 
F ibs set out from an air base in Sinai, undetected by Arab 
radar, tn destroy the nuclear ambitions of the only othei 
Islamic state on an inside track to the bomb—Irao. Eighi 
K Ibs plunged out of the setting sun towards Iraq’s French 
built reactor Iraq’s plans for a nuclaar weapon were at 
least forVhe moment destroyed loo. The reactor which had 
already been hit in an earlier attack by unmarked Phon 
toms during the Iran traq war was the key to the Iraqi bomb 
project 

Menachem Begin: We have a special reason to auard nut 
peiiple. A million and half a million of our chilaren were 
tsoned by gas called SeckIon>B. There is no difference 
tween poisons. Radioactivity is also a poison. And there 
was a direct danger lhai hundreds of thousands of our little 
children may be poisoned by that radioactivity as a result of 
using even three Hiroshima type bombs which Saddam 
Hussein had an ambition lo create in order to cry to destroy 
our country and our people. 

Tibenbam: In Panorama's first showing of this film in June 
1960, Begin's raid on Iraq was predicted with remarkable 
accuracy. 

Edward Luiiwarfc:1 don't think vou’ll get to the point where 
Iraq will be within an ace or having a nuclear weapon 
because the Israelis will stop it. Whether this means going 
out to third countries and interfering with the shipment ot 
nuclear eouipment or ii means going right inside Iraq and 
bombing (Ke facility, they will do it. As you know m recent 
years the Israelis have achieved a dramatic increase tn the 
range of their air power. Because of the they can 

reach right into the Persian Gulf. And they have this special 
ordinance—bombs that penetrate by kinetic energy de«i> 
into the concrete of ... buildings. So they have ine full 
equipment to do it and they will do it. 

TiWnhan: The raid on the reactor was preceded by a chain 
trf terrorist action in Europe. First, a bombing in France. On 
6 April 1979, et three am, inside this factory near Touloin>: 
carefully placed explosives devastated the case for the now 
Iraqi reaaors which just two days later were to be shipped 
to Baghdad. It was an expert commando operation. Next a 
murder in Paris: on the ni^t oi 13 June last year, Yahier 
el'Mashad, the head of fraq's nuclear pro^amme was 
bludgeoned to death in room 9041 at the Meridian Hotel. 
Less than a month later another murder: Marie Claude 
Maw, a prostitute who'd been with al-Mashad on the night 
he died, was run down by a car outside a Pasjs cafe; the car 
sped ot(, occupants unidentified. Three weeks later, two 
bombs ripped through an office building in Rome. It's the 
headquarters of Sneer Techint, a key supplier of nuclear 
equipment to the ireqis. The time: 1.30 am. Elsewhere in 
R<n»e, a bomb axplcmas outside the front door of the 
direcTOf'generel or the company. The bombings were 
claimed ^ the S4ycalled 'Committee to Safeguard the 
Islamic Revolution.' who sent threatening lenert to scien* 
lists and busineasBMn all over Europe collaborating with 
(he Ireqis: "We implore you to stop your actfvieies. 1/ wu 
don't we will strike out against you and your famthes 
without pity." Tboae whq wrote the letters 



ably vr^lhinformeJ about the Iraqi nuvlear pruieot and 
m.inv Hhu leiejved the (h red is were nuss* cimviaied (hal 
(siacl wu*s behind the whole campaipi of teiror. 

hoi* his piirt, Ml Bepio has been consisu nl hot staeral 
yeais the Isiaelis have lodde ii dvai lu ilieii friends that a 
.selesiive strike un a dose Arab Kiuntiy, like b.u| whuh 
seemed on the cdi'e of acquit in^ nuile.ir weapon^ ssnulil. 
Ill then vicM. Ih* a leRiiiinau' act ot suit defence Rut does 
Israel have nnlv Arab erxemies in mind? 

Mr Begin: 1 said ihut Israel will not tolerate any ciiornV" 
not any Arab country—anv enemy to develop we.nsnns ol 
mass dc'sliuctiori agatiisi tiu people o| Israel, 

Tibenhum: Then* «ne those who intci piei Mr RepnN words 
us nieanmK that Israel would try at lea&t to inhibit the 
development of l^akistan’s f>omh. if oiilv because oi ihe 
evidence of Aiab financial backing. And tbvy point to a 
senes ot events over the last few months in bnrope that 
have a certain famtliarkv. Three montlis ago a bomb hit .1 
small cngiiieeimg works in southern (Germany. The c<ini 
pony, ii iiamspired. supplied import uni e<|uipineiu for the 
Pakistan projcxb Again, there was a waruine tins time 
Ironi ihe League lo stop proliferation m south Asia Shoirls 
befoie .11 ml her Immh ulluck w;is curried out at the home id 
a directm of Cnio Lugineermg m Swiiierlarul ( ora was. of 
com sc, the kev suppber for the Vukistanis As M<tu\ the 
Immh was catofully placed to cause alarm, bui imi death As 
iicloie, ihc threats were signed hy the larugue (o stop 
proliteiatmn in sonih Asia. And threats have h^n anising 
at J'Uccm, the Italian company supplying the Pakistanis 
with reprocessing equipment Again the wuining js clear 
No deal with Pakistan All three threats liuse been iiivesti 
pud hy the police, b-t no conclutiions reacTied But iwn if 
Jsi iicl is behind the thrcatti. one thing is clear: carrsingout 
acts of sabot.ige in Knrope in one thing, an Iraq style raid on 
PakistaiTs nucle.n facilities is quite another. It's extremelv 
imlikelv that any Israeli povernmeni would even lliti with 
the idea, which is why. acct>rdiiip 10 Pd ward Luciwak. 
Pakistan may he able tu get away with building the Kl.imic 
bomh 

Luriwuk: If it came to the crunch and they knew* that 
Pakjstarti weapon^ luive been traced to Libya, sitting m a 
ship half way, they would go for the ship obviously If it was 
in a dock iii Karachi waning to go, they might go as far as 
ihai Uui the further ic i» in Pakistan and the fuither n is a 
Pakisiaiii thing as opposed tu iKoiig a Libyan Pakistani 
ihirig. I he ies.c likely they're to act lieiau\<* they doiTi feel 
(li.it n IS wiihln the legitimate sphere to go that far 
Ti ben ham: So wheicdoes the Pakistani prujeci stand now** 
Following Pa/ior .im,7's disclosures last vear the Kreiicli 
gnvernmenl lius stepped m to stup the btg reprocessing deal 
Ix'iween Akom anil the Pakisiaiiis. As for Mr S A, Bull, 
he's still in F.uropc and still buying parts fur the project 
11ie real concern of western inteliigence. and m partuu 
lar (he Americdns, is what's happening here at PINSTKC, 
the Pokistan Insiiitiie of Nuclear Technology. Western 
analysts predict chat scientists here would have produced 
enough plutonium fur a first test only months from now« 
DctonaiiJ^ the device then becomes a political derision for 
General 4ia, Once the bomb is known to einsi. be—or* 
whoever succeeds Idm—will face enormous problems, in 
stead uf creating security, the weapon will do quite (he 
opposite. Libya will demand a return for aB her help in the 
form of nuclear expertise. If the bomb is there, (he military 
will want lu lest it. With mistrustful India on her doorstep 
that could be a disastrous fhove 

Luitwak: Detonating the device would give one warning: 
that X months or ye^s-rfown the road, they will have a real 
wcapim. Tlivy'Jl hasld weaMnised their device. And during 
that iiuervenlng peViud tne pressure on India tu act vo 
disarm the Pakiscd^tis will W enormous The conflict 
between the two countries is potentially a fatal conflict. It's 
about the existence of Pakistan, not about any disputed 
border prubltms. And there's always the possibility that 
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iianiition from the crude device to the weapon. And that 
means war. 

Tiberihartt: When ihe dream of the UUmic bomb was bora, 
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VOTERS- LIST CASE 

Supreme Court frustrates 
Congress(l) plans 

West Bengal Assembly elections by mid-May 



n lommisaioiH-r Shskdher t$nt ^taJ B^npdl sutlers' iist 


New Delhi: Short of proclaiming PrvM 
dent’s Rule, ejections to the West 
Bengal Assembly cennui be |>r>M> 

C oned 8y its terse juilgemeni un wJnt 
as ^ome to be kmmn as the West 
Bengal Voters' List case, the Supreme 
Court has made it clear ihai heiue 
forth courts should not take (he re 
sponsibilitv tor delaying elections. 
Secondly, no fuither case can he filed 
in any court in connection ssiih ihe 
West Bengal voters list. 

The chief election commas!uner. Mi 
Sham Lai Shakdhe.'. has alreadv taken 
the decisive step He has got the West 
Bengal final voters' list released, 
which means that the electoral process 
for W’est Bengal’s Assembly elections 
has starred within the meaning of 
Article 329iBj of the Constitution. The 
next step is the eleetjon notification to 
be issued by the W’est Bengal (lui* 
arnor. Elections may then m held 
within 33 days of issuing such a noti 
fication. It can now be said with cer 
teinty that Assembly elections would 
be held in West Bengal by mid-May. if 
unforeseen events do not lead to a 
dose of President’s Rule in that state 
The five-member bench of the Sup¬ 
reme Court, headed by the Chief Jus 
(ice. Mr Y V. Chandrachud, has in its 
rive^page judgement, made it clear 
that It (las seen through the game of 
the petitioners to defer the elections 
in West Bengal. Excepting Mr Justice 
Baharul Islam, four other members of 
the five-member bench, namely Mr 


Sen ;ind Mr E. S, Wnkaiaramiyyu, 
have given a clean chii lo the election 
commission and its mvthods of fum - 
turning in West Bengal. Only Mr 
Bahrul Islam has mHiniained that all 
(he staff of the election commission 
working in Wesi Bengal might not be 
bevond reprtiach. 

The delaying tactics started on 11 
Kehruary when Mr Bholanaih Sen. 
leader of W'esi Bengal Cungrevsdi 
Legislature Partv. fiW a suit in the 
court of Mr Justice Sabyasachi 
Mukherjeeof Calcutta High Court, on 
behalf of Mr A. K. M Hasunusraman 
of the Muslim League. The petitioner 
challenged some of the provisions of 
the Representation of (he Peoples' Act 
as well as the veracity of the W'est 
Bengal voters' list. Since (he stare 
government as well as the election 
commission filed special leave applica¬ 
tions. the case moved about between 
the Calcutta Hi^ Court and the Sup¬ 
reme Court, which finally set up a 
five-member bench to settfe the issue. 
By the time the Supreme Coun gave 


its verdict on 30 


jpreme 

March. 


almost two 


months were lost in legal pyrotechnics. 
The serious'case had its dramatic 
moments too. Five top lawyers of the 
country. Mr Asoke Sen, Mr Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray. Mr Bholanaih Sen. Mr R. 
C Bhandare and Mr P. R. Ktridul. all of 
who have associations with the Con- 
gressfU or are aspiring for such an 
association, creaieo l^g^ history when 
they wanted the case to be transferred 


i 


of Mr I) A. Desai. Mr A. P. Sen and Mr 
I BaiiaruJ Klam. They aigued that their 
i clients might nut get fair ireatmeni 
c from the bench. This caused an uproar 
f in legal circles, and the judges consi¬ 
dered if a matter of contempt of cuiirt 
The case was transferred lo u five 
member bench, but Mr Asoke Sen and 
others had to apologise. The learned 
counsels for the petitioners, who ques 
iiuned the law governing elections in 
this country, not only lost their case 
hut also their face 


Though the Congressdj as a party 
was not involved in the case, its pn»m- 
iiicni members made it clear that rheii 
only aim was to delay Ihe electoral 
process in West Bengal T<i achieve 
their end, at times they went to funny 
extremes. Mr Ajit Panja, a former 
Congres^d) president of West Bengal, 
was practical] V caught red handed by 
the court when he tried to misleao li. 
The court, in its generosity, did not say 
that Mr Panja had deliberately misled 
It. hut the overwhelming evidence 
forced Mr Panja tn apologise. 

Another CongressCf) leader. Mr Bho- 
lanaih Sen, argued that many voters 
could not raise object ions alHiut the 
voters* list as they did not have the 
necessary ten paise required for filing 
such objections with the state election 
machinery Mr Justice Chandrachud 
reacted critically to the argument, and 
observed. "The argument must be re¬ 
jected out of hand as devoid of subst¬ 
ance and as lacking in awaieness of 
Indian economics. There is no voter in 
our country who does not have or 
cannot raise a sum of ten paise to 
ventilate his objection to the voters* 
list." Though the writ petition had 
challenged some provisions of the 
Representation of the Peoples’ Act. 
apart from Mr Bholanaih Sen none 
among the learned counsels on behalf 
of the petitioners made any ar^ment 
against the Act, as Mr Chanorachud 
observed. Rightly, because there is 
no substance in that challenge and 
counsel exercised their judgement 
fairly and judiciously in refusing to 
waste the time of the court in pursuing 
an untenable contention.*’ A left- 
handed compliment to Mr Aaoke Sen 
and others, who argued solely on the 
veracity of the voters’ list. 

The Supreme Court in its order has 
raised some ouestloni about Mr Jui- 
tice Sabyaagdij Uukherjai*i. 















Court, Mr Justice Mukberjee ^h«d no 
materiel before the court to warrant 
the passing of those orders." The Sup* 
reme Court also made it clear that the 
High Court in the exercise of its pow* 
ers under Article 226 of the Cocisiitu* 
(ion '^should not pass any orders, in* 
(erim or otherwise, which has the 
tendency or effect of postponing an 
election, which is reasonably immi* 
nenr and in relation to which its writ 
jurisdiction is invoked." Mr Justice 
Chandrachud observed, ‘The immi< 
nance of the electoral process is a 
factor Which must guide and govern 
the passir^ of orders in the exercise of 
(he High Court's writ jurisdiction.*' He 
also said. “It is not just or proper to act 
on preconceived notions and to pre* 
vent public aurhorities from discharg' 


ing functions which are clothed upon 
them." 

The Congress(I> is apparently in two 
minds how to react to the Supreme 
Court order. A general secretary of the 
All India Congressfl), Mrs Rajendra 
Kuroah Bajpai. still wants to fight 
against '‘the ngged voters' list." Mr 
Ananda Gopal Mukherjee. president 
of the West Bengal Congresstl) has. 
however, accepted (he Supreme Court 
verdict and has asked his party to gel 
ready for the elections, the Con* 
gresMl) which has lost the battle in the 
court, will have to gird up its loins to 
face the Left Front in the elections. 
Since (he court has failed them, it 
remains to be seen whether the people 
of West Bengal also fail them. 

Tarun Canguly 


KARNATAKA CORRUPTION 


PAC exposes CM's 
illegal cement deals 


Bangalore: Now we know exactly what 
ihc (lundu Roo government's prion* 
ties are. For two years the government 
has been trumpeting about how much 
of “good" ha^ been dvne for the "com* 
mon" people iii ihls state. And for two 
vears the common people in this state 
have been complaining that they have 
not derived any benefits. But now it is 
uite clear (bat there has been a 
rastic ditference in interpretation of 
exactly what ''commnn" or who exact 
]y were these “lower and middle class" 
people that the government has 
claimed to have helped 

The government's definition was 
clearly summed up by the ruling pai ty 
MLC nayanaiid Sa'gar's interpreta 
lion: "If apartments don't come up 
where are the lower and middle class 
people going to live?" Hence justify 
mg ihe urgent, humanitarian reason 
for allocating cement iSunoav 26 
February) to private apartment bull* 
ders instead of government depart* 
ments. In other words, the ‘lower and 
middle class people." according to the 
ruling party, are those who can afford 
to pay rupees three or four lakhs for 
an apartment—the price for high rise 
apartments in Bangalore today, 

Gundu Rao has added an entirely 
new dimension to the Marxist inter* 
precatioti of class by including within 
the lower and middle class the "com* 
mon" people—those who can afford to 
put up phenomenal amounts for a flat 
and who can afford to pass black 
money under the table, out be has 
been tiding to tell everyone that the 
ruling party has been serving those 
earning rupees six or seven hundred a 
month and those who cannot possibly 
save rupees three or four lakhs in an 
entire lifetima. then the entire ruling 
party argument which recently took 
place in the Karnataka Legislature is 
unconvincing. 

Gundu Reo and hie ruling party 



5 R. Bommdt: the wMf round ugiisMt 
Gundu F*o wtii be in cdure 


have been shoutigg in the Hutfse that 
they have been "misunderstood,* that 
they have been wrongly accused of not 
serving the iniereets of the common 
man. In fact, they would iiave us 
iMlieve that the 4.000 tonnes of ce 
ment which the PAC (Public Accounts 
Committee) alleged was "irregularly" 
divert^ tv private parries, was Justifi* 
ably allotted and (hat the central gov* 
eminent was aware of this allocation. 
There had been no misappropriation, 
no quid pro quo. 

A 9 uesrion being asked by the 
opposition and many in the public is: 
If Mr Rao’s hands are clean, why does 
he fight shy of a probe? Why does he 
shout down the report as bking "politi* 
cally motivated" when the PAC com* 
prUiog 15 members consists of eight 


Congresi(I) members, althouftb 
headed by a Janata Party min? Way 
does his minister,Mamkrao Parii«rBC 
fuse to place on the table of (he Koued 
the crucial telex messages betwecfl 
the state and the centre which, (be 
minister claims, proves (he bulldeln* 
case beyond doubt? 

Whatever the "dubious" motivif 
tions of (he opposition, as Gundu RjhO 
alleges, for demanding a judicial 
prol^, it seems obvious that tne coai* 
mon man who is watching this remarht 
would like (o know what is going on. tf 
(he Rao government is clean, then winr 
dues it not expose its cleanliness?Mr 
Rao insisrs that the report is “based OD 
inadequate facts." Then, why did hd 
reject the PAC's offer to re*examlna 
the issue with all the additional facte? 
Why did the ruling party members od, 
the PAC sign the report without pr> 
testing against the allegation of the 
leader of the ruling party? And why» 
then, are they now disowning si 
—more chan a month*—after the news 
made headlines? 

What is the opposition's case? For 
one thing, the cemenc has been dU 
verted. Perhaps the PAC was tech* 
nically incorrect in insisting (hat the 
cement was diverted from irrigation 
projects. Bui the fact still remains thar 
a diversion uf cement has taken place 
from government departments to pri* 
vaie parlies. Whatever the lechnicali' 
ties of iHe problem, the fact still 
remains that cement which was, 
according to the telex instructions 
from the central government when 
allotting the special quota of 10,000 
tonnes, (meant for “government de* 
parrments" only)has been diverted (o 
various private parties. What makes if 
even more dubious is that this diver* 
siun wa< done despite objections from 
ihe director of commerce and indus* 
tries and the secretaiy in the depart* 
ment. According to the minutes oi the 
PAC meeting, placed on the table of 
the House: 

Mr Chairman: What are the recom* 
mendations of (he secretary to (hg 
government on (his issue? Please give 
us the broad points. 

Secretary: Sir. when the notes were 
sent, the chief minister had already 
ordered un the note of the minister for 
food and civil supplies that this (ce* 
ment) should be released. 

Mr Chairman: You p(ease give us 
the noting of the director. What are all 
the points raixed by the director? 

Secretary: (Quoting from the direc* 
tor's letter on (he issue) "As against 
these requests, the statement signed 
by the minister for food and civil 
supplies contains a list of 32 cases for 
release of 3,705 MTs.Certain disere* 
pancies are noticed in respect of this 
stacemem and these are indicated.... 

In para two of (he note from the 
minister for food and civil supplies, it 
IS mentioned (hat (the) government of 
India has been pleased toaanciion to 
release an additional quota of cement 
to (he extent of 10,000 MTs and (bare* 
fore there should not be any difficuJiy 
for illottment to (his additional quota 
of cement received from the govern* 


this conn^crioTii 1 «ndose herewith 
copy of the leiex message no 591* 
[!ated 2.7.19RI r(>ceived by the minis- 
{er from chc union minister of state for 
^hdo^hy. It is montinned in the telex 

^nessage thut the ylluitmcni of 10,000 

'•4T« is for government departments It 
.<nay. there I ore. iw necessary to re* 

* ea^e this u I lout ion to government 
Janies only." 

Mr Chjirtnjir What is the recom- 
'oendation of the secretary to (the) 
.overnmuni? Please read it. 

, Secretary; ^Quoting «xiracrs from 
ote of secretary, commerce and in* 
’ usiry on the letter of director, dated 
5.7.1VH2> “(f the ailottment of cement 
1 ) bulk consumers as indicated by the 
niihstur for t<Hid and civil supplies is 
0 he made, rhi* cement which is lifted 
•y (he Ka? nuijka Small Scale Indus 
riec Dwell iptriciit Coipnrdiion and 
he KSrC which has been ordered tn 
e* given hv the government ot India lo 
he government depaiiments will have 
0 be given lu the bulk (ennsumer^). 
luch an arrangement will be a depar* 
ure from the msiruciinm issued in ihe 
elox message from the union mimsier 
f stare for iiiilitsii ics There are press 
ng doinatiiK trom the governir,cm 
leparinit'iiis nuluding the public 
«irks department. Hangalore De 
elopmciii Anihoiicv. Bangalore Wa 
ei Supply anil Sc we i age Board etc. 

• or allocation of ccmvnt. If the require* 
Rent uf aparinicni Iniildvrs are to be 
nadc ac per the minutes of the miniv 
«r for food and civil supplies. i( will 
lOt be possible (Cl allot cemem to 
overnmcni departments as instructed 
ly the iiniiai minister uf state for 
nduMiir* " 

Mr Mainkrao Kaiil insists that the 
penal alUKraloiii of KMhHl tonnes was 
lade only after representation on he 
alf of the aparimeni builders Why 
hen. Ill the telex message which he 
ead mu as having gone out from the 


menr construction? 

Insists FAC chairman S. R. Bommai; 
“We (the opposition! are not in* 
cerested in demanding a pound of 
flesh. If Cundu Rao thinks tKai he- 
can detrocr from the entire issue by 
making out a counter case that I 
released the report hurriedly because 
I wanted to attract crowds to a public 
meeting then he is not going to get 
awav With it ^ Maintain the other 
opposition members “We are not 
quibbling ab<»ul the 4.1100 tonnes di- 
veisum. In our mind ihai amount has 
been cleared, (iroved bv the I*AC re¬ 
port What wi* want to know in this 

C dictal probe is hnw much more has 
en diverted. According (o Dev.iruj 
Urs (Congress-S), the iliversiun over 
Ihe Iasi two years has lieen lu the tune 
nf two lakh toiineS'" Opposition leader 
in the \»emlilv Lakshmi Sagar calcu 
lates cImi even on a conservative esti¬ 
mate large Hale diversion might have 
fetched blackmarkrieers around 
rupeev thiriv crores "Those wIki made 
a profit mu'i have paid ihuM.* who 
helped them 

On <0 Marsh, the union minister of 
minister of industry, steel and mines, 
Mr N D Ttwari. agreed that the cen 
ire's directive on cement distrrihiirion 
had indi-vd been flouted by the harna 
taka government How ever, the llundu 
Rjo government has l>een stourly 
fighting the report m the House. It is 
obvious that in the voting on the issue, 
(he opposition with only 3K out of 22% 
seats in the Assembly, had no chance 
of winning But as far as ihe common 
man is concerned, the government still 
Stands suspect The opposition will nut 
let (he Gundu Kao government be in 
peace; indicaijons are that the next 
round will lie fought in the courts since 
(he House has proved ineffective in 
instituting a probe. 


Louise Fernandes 


‘AMIL NADU 


/C(l) president 
swindles jobseekers 


Madras: This is what happens when 
he poT vjli*» the kettle bluck. With a 
rusader's real, Thanga Balu. presi* 
i>eni of TannI Nadu Youth Congresstl) 
'/ent about pointing an accusatorv 
inger ut the* “Nkcletuns'' lurking in 
hief minister M, G. Kamachandran's 
upboard. when there were several 
,uckvd in his own. Today, he is deep m 
.rouble because it app«3r« that (ha 
^elf-procluiRied champion Thanga 
«lu himself does not exactly have a 


pure” record. 


Predictably, because it is (he state 
Congress! 1) unit that is involv^, the 
xpose uf Thanga Balu's alle^dly 
oturious activities came from within; 
Mir key office bearers uf the TNYC(l) 
ragged it out in the harsh public 
lare. Both the Tamil Nadu Congress 
0 



Thenga ga/u. ctmfid^ttt 


unebdJ the TNYC(l) have 
one thiM in common: internal poll' 
ticking. The Congresefl) members are 
too busy fighting among themselves to 
oppose the regional parlies. In fact, 
they would rather support either of 
the Dravidian parties rather than un¬ 
ite. For instance, M.P. Subramaniam, 
president of the TNCC(l). is always 
mure sympathetic to MGK\ AlADMK 
than (he Coiigressif) factiun Joyai to 
Mr G. K. Moopanar. general secretary 
uf AlCC(l). who in turn is mure favour* 
ably disposed to Mr Karunanidhi's 
DMK than the ciuerie of Mr M. P. 
!subramaniam 

The general iiecretary nf TNYC(l). 
Mr M H. Tlurugnanam, and ihree’joint 
secreturitf.s. S. A. Bulan. Udaya Banu 
and K Vijayun went to Delhi recently 
to submit a memorandum to Mr< (jun- 
dhi. to tell her abtui Tlutiga BuluN 
misdeeds which ihreaieii to unit the 
image uf ihv puny. (.'opieK of the 
memorandum were given lo Mr Kuiiv 
(•unJhi. Mr G. K Moopunni. kfr 
Saihyaimrayaiia Kao, AlCQl) general 
secrcturv in charge uf Tamil Nadu. Ur 
K Wnkutiirumun, defence minister, 
Ml 1) F Roy. general secreiury uf the 
Nuiith C’ungte^sd) in charge of TiiiniJ 
N.tdu and V'lnoil Surma another gencr 
al secietaiy of the All India Vonrh 

Gongrev'vil I 

t he memorandIIin accuses Thanga 
Halo uf having swindled several job* 
H'l'kers by vxiuriing money and tKen 
failing to send them to the Gulf areas 
for the promised jobs. Recently»the 
slate govuromeni iiHik (he iriniativi* 
and niciirred the expenditure of bring* 
mg back 120 (nicliiding about 41) from 
Kerala 1 sir.inded .iohseckurs ft'o/xi 
Kathmandu where they were taken 
under (he deliisnni dial it was en route 
to the Arab countries 

Their plight liecaniv an ordeal when 
their money ran out. The slate govern 
mem. according to reliable -soiiras, 
spent aboui R& (wo lakhs in rescuing 
them as p.irt of the travel fare. The 
government alao had (u clear the hotel 
bills. Fart uf the money will be recu- 
vered from rhe Keraln government. It 
IS ^id that a labour export firm in 
Madras called International Exporters 
and Air Links Travel, uf winch Thanga 
Bahi was (he pruprielor. is involved. 
As soon as he h^ame (he TNVC(l) 
president ^*>1 year Thang,i B.ilu offi¬ 
cially delinked him.self liom (he com¬ 
pany. but It IS a well known fuel that 
he still runs the company and it con¬ 
tinues to be located in his residence. 

Two-persons—G. R. Shustri and K. 
Madhavan Kuttv—have filed rwo sepa* 
rate cases of cheating under Section 
420 IPC and criminal breach nf trust 
under 4f>6 IPC against Thanga Balu. 
Both were his agents entnixted with 
the task' of collecting m*one^ from 
jobseekers in return for arranging «m- 
ploymeht in Dubai, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. On an average, they collected 
Rs 4.000 from a person. According to 
them, (he two of them collected over 
Rs six lakhs from 149 persons between 
October I979i and April 1981. The 
undemanding was that within 10 davi 
of receipt of the money, Thenga Balu 


would organise their departure to the 
Gulf. The two agents cnergc that ke 
has not sent anybody within the stipu¬ 
lated date. In hia complaint, Sastrl 
states (hat he was insinicied to take 34 
persons to Delhi with the promise chat 
after clearing passport and visa forma¬ 
lities they would be sent to the Gulf. 
But on reaching Delhi. Thanga Balu 
allegedly demanded an additional Rs 
3.750. As the hapless jobseekers could 
not afford it, they came back deman¬ 
ding a reuaymenr of the money peid 
earlier Thanga Balu refused to return 
(he local amount which how stood at 
B6.850. Several requests by Sastri 
to return the money to the duped 

S ermons met with no success which 
inally provoked him to file a case. 
According to those who submitted 
the memorandum, the TNYC(i) is 
mure like a beleaguered labour export 
firm than a party office with the job 
racket victims storming lOjarmed with 
dishonoured cheques signed by Than¬ 
ga Bulu. In a fit of rage some m them 
even ransacked the oiiice, the memor¬ 
andum states. This, the office bearers 
felt has damaged the reputation of the 
TNYUl). They even charged that 
several of the Youth Congress f) mem¬ 
bers were acting as Tnanga Balu'< 
touts. 

rhough Thanga Balu's alleged in¬ 
volvement in the racket tops the list of 
complaints in the memorandum, the 
list IS a long and grievous one. The 
memorandum charges that Thanga 
Balu extorted Rs 1C from the 3.000 
delegates who went from Tamil Nadu 
to Biingalorc for the Youth Congress(J> 
convention in December 1981. Such a 
praiiice was exclusive to Tamil Nadu. 
It IS also charged that Thanga Balu has 
hcen literally cashing in on Rajiv 
(ijndhi’s impending visit to the state. 
This money, collected from aeveral 
industrialists, has been diverted to 
suiile his business dues. There Is eDo a 
charge that about five lakh anti-dowry 
colour posters in En^ish which were 
sent by the Youth Congress!I) Delhi 
were not used. 

Nn financial statement is placed 
before the monthly meetings of the 
YC(1) working committee. In faa, af¬ 
ter January even the meetings have 
stopped. According to a reliable 
source, Thanga Balu was &ven a phone 
connection on the specific truest of 
Mr V. N. Patil, deputy minister of 
crimmunicatioas. But this phone teas 
believed to be used for personal calls. 
In the fi(Yt quarter, arrears had 
moucited to Rs 37.000 with several 
calls to Dubai. Kuwait, the Nicobar 
Islands, etc. ‘*Thanu BaJu says he has 
nothing more to oo with tha labour 
export firm. Then why does the TNY* 
C(l) president have to maka calls to 
the Arab countries?" queries the 
source. When ha was presented with 
the itaagering bill, Ikaitga Balu ii 
baliaveJto have tbraataned the ganar* 
al manager of tha ealaphooas using Mr 
C. M. Siaphan’s naoM. Mr K. C Rama 
dots, the general Aifiagar^ Madras 
Telaphqn4'i. did not wiab to be Quoted 
QB.tku BMRtT but • wuree la tha 
.d ww qR au t told Bumoav 


that the communication ntiniatry re¬ 
quested a tranter of Thanga Ealu's 
case to Delhi. The matter would have 
ended there had not ihe arrears of Rs 
17,000 for the second quarter come up 
soon after. When this too went unpaid 
the telephones were disconnected. 
The par^ offke phone was recon¬ 
nected soon after the arrears were 
settled. When the memorandum was 
le^^ to the press, the TNYC(f i office 

t hone was not working not because it 
ad been disconnected hut because 


Congress<l) a viable movement in tlu 
state." He revealed that he haa^ 
already informed Mr Gulam Naf^' 
Asad, president of the AIYC(I) abop( 
the anti-party activity of the office 


because 


the "jnstrumeni was damaged." This 
fact lends credence to the charge (hat 
the office was ransacked and furniture 
damaged by the deceived job we leers. 

Talking to Svnpay. Thanga Balu ac¬ 
cused time who submitted the memor¬ 
andum, of "anti party" activtie» for 
leaking the memorandum to the press. 
Dismissing the possibiliiv that the leak 
could have been manipulated bv some 
one other than the signatories, he said 
categorically, "It is only tliem It is a 


months back when R. Sundaramurthvf 
I TNYC(I) member was suspended for" 
criticising Thanga Balu's conduct in: 
public. ^ 

Within .the TNYCdl and thp; 
TNCC(I> (here is a lot of resentment', 
against Thanga Balu because he was 
appoimed by Mr Asad, who overruled 
the recommendations of MoopanAT' 
«and Subramaniam. both of wh<im had' 
once unitedly recompiended the can¬ 
didature of Kfr R. Sundaramurthy. In 
fact. St'NDAV was told that Mr Moopa- 
nur had given a written statement to 


Haven for book enthusiasts 



browsing .it iw cU thv xra/h 

Calcutta: Over t«o lakh |H<iiple 
streamed past the collapNible at 
the seventh Calcutta ik>uk f air which, 
v-nded on 28 March Alihuugk M was 
held at the end of the month when 
almost everyone h..<» little monev in 
their pockets—over gu.tWO pruplc 
came on the last Jay—-books N<>ld lu 
the tune of nearly R» one and a half 
crores. Unlike the annual World B<M)k 
Farr held in New Delhi earlier this 
year, where the main purpos4- waH 
contracts between publishers and div 
iributorv at the Calcutta Utr ihc 
accent was on sales in mriivirliiHls, 
The atmosphere was mure like a 
me/a—the records, the bh<-/purr vIjIK 
and the anjMqpcemem^ abimi l<isi 
children. 

Not all the 320-odd paviUnns were 
selling goods directly related <u Ihc 
book trade—and sometimes rhe Unk- 

S tes were hard to diM.crn. The man 
old benefits of honev were being 
proAOced in one comer, a brisk sale 
of exotic postage stamps being con¬ 
ducted at another place. On unsteady 
tables or spread out on the ground 
were the works of Calcutu’s siiug- 
gllA^ unsung poets. Their writings, 
printed on newsprint and stapled 
togMber, were revolutionary, but on a 
rather than a political level. 
When quesriooed. one iipviag poet 
declaimed that if society was under- 
aoiflg • radical transformation then 
ntereturt was bound to reflect it. but 
his writings, he asserted. tnoKended 


mundane political revuUitiun. One 
group, calling ihemsvlv«-< ihv Calcut¬ 
ta Y<»uih Pueit, claimed to have wld 
SU copies of ihvir work (priced jl one 
riipvei in a single evening. Sume 
writers walked up arid down h«iwkmg 
thou work, end one was even reciting 
his own composiriiifl (a CHichv i^crsc 
about (ndirx Gandhi) h> whv of pub¬ 
licity. 

the 'mtni htHik* phriiomiiiuii. uni¬ 
que in Calculia. has exoiti'il for sever¬ 
al yvais. hui ibis year saw ,m exple- 
sion when JH r-uihueiuHt« huntlvd 
Uiitcihvr in «inv pavilion Mini honks 
are liieially loui inches h> foui tuhlies 
and conn* m differeni shapi-s. usually 
representing ihc ihcmr of iIh- unry. 
Thus, a iHMik cm II led A sin (case of 
srories would Ik- sh,tf>i'd hko a suii- 
CJ5L-, compleli' with haiKMe and iiiimc 
lag, etc. Uitiar,' piniJits scolf at 
iliese. finding them KimniKkv .iiid of 
doubtful moril But ihcy ^ixt little 
(abciui K> 2A each) and. mdglnp hs 
the etowde. wore vxirvinefy popular 
AtUfiher attraction were the* mi a tilled 
rare Ixxik stalls; iheic were .ibuut 
t<fui this vear The books are not i.trc 
in the collector's senae bui puhli»hed 
in the early years of the evnturv and 
they are cheap The titles on s«iic- 
ranged from IV/iar j Fiiih^r ShtnilJ 
Tt'lfHis Liiifv Buv lu an invcnuny oi 
the treasures of Condon, Cushing iii 
on the ray nostalgia xiave such stoIIs 
were also selling ninetet iiTh cciiiui v 
stwl engravings for about R«tilQ. 

Losjfleis were being handed oui lo 
anyone- who would take one. Their 
subjects ranged from u new* thourv of 
the universe to straight publicity 
handouts. One began wnb a quote 
attributed to Thoreau *'This fair mod¬ 
ern vrccld seems only a reprint of tfiu 
laws nf Manu 

Nearly every bonk stall was 
crowded; the crowds did nm dmcii* 
Rirriete and visrted all rmparrfulJv, 
though the Compeiitiofi A/asrer stall 
was full of hopeful young men. 
Ratijana Bcngupia 




Mr Azud suggesting that Mr Siindar* 
tmui th> be chvsen as president. In the 
circumstances both groups naturally 
resented the selection ol Thanea Balu. 

The resentment deepened when 
Thanga Balu decided to stall dissident 
activity In his party by suspending Mr 
Sundaramuriny Thanga Balu, of 
course, has a different eRpUnatton 
According to him, D P. Roy was do 
spatchej to Tamil Nadu in December 
1980 lu select the best person lor 
presidentship. *‘Mr Roy met several 
party workers in Madras and Madurai 
and (bey all recommended me. t 
was chosen purely on merit. SecundlKl 
have stuck to the Congrevdl) from the 
time I joined politics in 1969, unlike 
urhers who have defected several 
times 1 was chosen because 1 am a 
true, Inyul and disciplined person " 


Reurding the charge that he bad 
collected Rs 10 from each of the dele 
gates. Thanga Balu said: **I have sub* 
milted all the accounts to the 
AlYCfl).** A.S for the bounced cheques, 
he said. '‘The matter will be decided in 
court.* He scoffed at Sastri’s allega 
lion that he had mulcted Rs 86.000 
saying scornfully. *Whai is Rs 86.000? 
If I wanted money. I would have taken 
more." 

While Thanga Balu seems supremely 
confident of tiding over (be present 
criHis. the situation in the TNVC(l) has 
become even more critical. Pour office 
bearers of the south Madras umt of the 
YC<1> quit their posts though they will 
continue to be VCfl) mem Mrs saying. 
“We would not like to work under a 
man whose image has been tarnished.** 
Anita Pratap 


other wan too: cars will consume lass 
fuel as the traffic will move faster, 
there will be less pollution and as Mr 
Samar Bose, (he public relations offic¬ 
er of the CMDA said. “There will be a 
psychological advantage also. If traffic 
jams are done away with, it will gener* 
ally have a cooling effect on the tern- 
pers of commuters.** 

Mr Kundu hod predicted in mid- 
1980 that the flyover would be com¬ 
pleted by the end uf March this year. 
(The project was started on 4 June 
1979.1 This uncommon success«accard* 
ing to Mr Kundu, was “primarily due 
to the cooperation extended by con¬ 
nected agencies like the CESC (CaJ* 
cutta Electric Supply Corporation), 
the Celcutto Tramways and the East¬ 
ern Railway, We took the project as a 
challenge and decided we would over¬ 
come all hurdles no matter how diffi- 
cult it was.** And hurdles the CMDA 
had many. 

First, of course, was the problem of 
the hawkers. About 800 hawkers Cuf 
whom only 11 had licences) had to be 
evicted from the areu and provided 
with stalls on CIT Road and in front of 
NRS Hospital, They will, huwever, be 
shifted back to the Seaidah area afiei* 
S?0 sialls are constructed below the 
flvover, expected to lie completed by 
1984. Some will also be provided stalls 
in the super marker complex which will 
come up near Sealdah htaiion. 

The next pr<dilem wov to provide a 
suirahle diversion rood us traffic on 
(he road could not be stopped during 
(he period of cunsiruciitm uf the fiyuv. 
er. niis wjs overcome by erea(ing o 
diversior) road which ran'ihrough the 
Sealdah s(ati<m urea Aimther obstacle 
was that piling had to liv rulod out as 
the brick sewer bne which ran under 
the road might have collapsed. As a 
result the bore piling m«th<»d hud lo 
be adopted, which was naturally mure 
time ennsuming. 

But according to CMDA uuthurities. 
even now a few “conflict poiiiix** re¬ 
main to be overcome. Now, trams 
climbing down from (he flyover und 
priweeuing towards NUS hospital or 
(rums clifflliing uji the flyover from the 
south will have to nrgotiau a bend, 
making it impossible for cars and 
buses to cros.s while tramv ere turning. 
This could lead to minor traffic jams. 
Though a project is underway to lay 
down tram tracks which will run para¬ 
llel in vehicular traffic, this could take 
another six months to complete. Be¬ 
sides, the subway leading from Seal, 
dah station to Beliaghata Road has 
not. as yet, been cummisaioned due to 
“technical reasons. ** •• 

The flyover will unly solve the traf¬ 
fic problems of (he Sealdah station 
area. As Mr Kundu said: “It is only «i 
solution of the traffic congestion in 
this area. As traffic increaHcs, it is 
inevitable (hat such a situation will 
develop In the Moulali junction near¬ 
by. as the total traffic arriving at this 
Junction cannot be cleared with the 
same efficiency. The, Sealdah flyover 
obviously cannot solvit the problamsof 
the entire oemraJ Ctlcutu-irtA.-'^ 'X 
fc um Ria- naMriM • 


CALCUTTA'S SEALDAH FLYOVER 


From chaos to order 
in record time 


Calcutta: The Sealddh flyover, une of 
(he few CMOA (Cakutta Metropolitan 
Devolopmoni Authority}projectslobe 
completed on time at a cost of Rh b.Tl 
crore^ wa.s opened to (ho public on .11 
Morch by chief miniMcr Mr Jyuii Bu'iu 
Though the rti a in project ivcomplele, •* 
few subsidiary siiagn. huwevvi. re¬ 
main. Willi the coinmissiunmg of the 
flyuvvr.lhv short. UMigc»sled 2.000 feel 
Stretch from Pruebi cinema to the Sree 
Saroswoti Fiess in the Sc.ildah area, 
which ii»ed to take at It-usr h.iJf-on- 
hour. Clio now he covered iii a mutter 
of minutes. 

The flvover or lh<- elev.iu-d carnage 
wtiy system, js it is callvdystortv iic (he 
Marindru Miirn Kow juiulion of 
Achoryu Piufijlla Chandra Roy Road 
(near ihe Sree Suraswjti Press and 
ends lUMT Pnichi cinema on Acharya 
jugudish Bose Road, covering the eit 
tire SiMidoli area. The tivovor, in uddi 
tiuii, has iwij entry points at Mahatma 
Gandhi Road to the west and Rcliagha- 
tu Road (SouthI rn the east. The Be- 
iiaghaia Hoad entry point, in fact, will 
serve us the «oily entry and exit point 
to and from Sealdah station. Slow 
moving vehicles, like handcarts and 
rickshaws, will not be aUnwed orf (he 
flyover und separate traffic lanes for 
them have been constructed at ground 
level, beside the flyuver. including one 
on I he Mabaimu Caiuihi Road leg. For 
pedestrians there will be three under 
passes located opjKisiie Maltaliiut (kin. 
dhi Kojd. B. B. GungiiJi,Si reel (Bowba- 
rar> and BdiiliukMiuno M.iiket. In 
order to allow uniiiienupled flow of 
slow rruffic and pedestrian traffic 
across the Beliaghata Road (South) leg 
uf the flyoVer, two separate subways 
h&ve heen provided. 

According to ihc CMDA aut hunt las. 
(ha mam purpose behind the construc¬ 
tion of the flyuver is to segregate (he 
enormou;' vehicular traffic from 
nedcutruns. which hus rill now bees 


the main reason for traffic congestion. 
On an averan weekday about 800,000 
passengers now in ana oui from Seal- 
dab staiinn According to a CMUA 
survey, during peak hours S.SOO fast- 
moving vehicles and l.81!> slow 
moving vehicles ply through this area. 
Said Mr S K.Kundu, deputy director 
of traffic and iranspuct. CMDA. whu 
has been handling the -project: “The 
jammiriM of traffK in (his area was 
obviously due to the fact that vehicles 
had to pierce through massive pedes¬ 
trian movement, particularly at the 

! unction uf Mahacma Gandhi Road and 
i. B (languli Street. The flyover will 
entirely eliminate this conflict be¬ 
tween fast.moving vehicles and pedes¬ 
trians as the former will avail of Ihe 
flyover proper while (he latter will use 
the passenger passageways provided 
below the flyover." The flyuver will 
benefii Galcultans in a number of 

The tk’aldjh (iyonr. a day heOwv the 
cuoimissj'eirng 



PARLIAMENT 

Gidniji and Hitler 


New Delhi: It was not only the red rose 
insouciantly tucked into Ciani ^ail 
Sinsit’s acM^n lapel that was wilting 
When The union home minister left the 
Lok Sdbha on 25 March after reading 
<MiT his written statement taking bacK 
what he had said tn praise of Hitler 
and Mussolini on the fU>ur of the 
House the day hefoie. his hack had a 
more promtuciccd stoop to it And the 
munotnnouH vuue read mg his regrets 
was fainter than usual, Woids had 
probably never weighed more lieuvilv 
on his shoulders. 

But. it was snnierhing like a Catch*22 
situation The home minister was tak 
mg hack words which had offtuaJly 
never been said Rut they had Ireeri 
heard hv all who were piesent tn the 
House Ihe deputy sneakei. in (he 
I hail, on that eventful evening of 24 
Match, had expunged the entire 2l> 
mtnutvs <n so regarding Mr Zail 
hinch’s remarks Alniosi evorvone 
wanted to lorgvt lUe somewhat c<in* 
fiiscul hill lompicsiMoiis uproiir which 
foihrw’ed—including icwuests from the 
Cungressd) memhers to the home 
minisler'^to wiiluhaw whai he had 
said 

The home minister's speech o|H’ ned 
a Pjiidora's Ix^x The ivcords now 
referred lu what could not have lieeii 
rcp<Tted uiuii then . Out came the 
pencils in the press gallerv Hitler's 
name could not he used. The imiderii 
cull Id now only Ih* re|>oried obliquely. 
The home mmivtef. it seems, had be¬ 
come irritated ibe had m hi5 apologe¬ 
tic statement used the words: “In the 
heat and impulse of the moment *'> 
when membs'rs ol the opposition said 
that the present guvernmeni was tak¬ 
ing the form ot a diciaturship 

Mr Zail .Singh dented this and then 
said that everything was not s'niireJy 
had alioiii dictatoi ships. Then came 
chose utifortunaie references to Hitler 
and Mussolini One uf the dailies re¬ 
porting the iiiciJent, nor able 
to use the Puhrer's name,referred lo 
Hitler as the head uf an erstwhile 
European state- Said Mr Zail Singh in 
his brief English stalement: 'I seek to 
clarify what happened yesterd;iy dur¬ 
ing the course of my reply to the 
denote on demands from grants of (he 
home ministry. My extempore 
observations about Hitler then were 
only provoked by the heat and the 
impulse of the moment... myself, my 
party and the government have fought 
the forces or fascism, imperialism* 
...communalism and obscurantism and 
ceaselessly upheld the laudable ideals 
enshrined in the Constitution. 

“The history of the Indian National 
Congress...is tfia history of the stru|[Ha 
agaiasc imperialism ..and fascism. The 
remarks made by ma were uninten* 
dvwl and ofV tha cuff-.and did not 

Til ■nan” 


pired and withdraw my eapressumv 
about Hiller. This is to set the reenrd 
straight." 

The home minister's statement pro¬ 
vided the cue the oppositiun was wait 
ing for. In a chorus, almost. Mr Aral 
Behan Vajpayee (BJP). Hankesh 
Bahadur, satyasadhan Chakrabariy 
(CPI'M) and Chandrajit Yadav (Con¬ 
gress 51 were quick to point out the 
anomaly of withdrawing what did not 
exist Asked Mr Harikesh ^hadur 
“Whui wc are discussing is not on the 
record. When it is not on ihc record, 
what IK he withdrawitig?" Mr 
Satvasadhan Chakravarty ekpressed 


Panaji; Liotilvnanl (•overiun. 

Mr .lagRioIuiii. perviMiiig with his anil- 
cnnooriiMi camp.<ign. has Mopped the 
liunMcr of aNmt IIKM hectare^ o| 
land in Paiuu'^ Dima Paula diMrict. 
whuh has pur .« niimlie* of investors 
and a few pobiKianv in a qiiandars* 
Simv his irarKler loCoa from Delhi 
laM year. Mi .lagmolun has l>i«eii con 
central mg on huilding an efficient 
administration. Towards the hi«pn- 
niiig of this veat he got the voung lAS 
olluers on ihvir leei not only to clear 
the pmliferaiiflg gaibago dumps all 
user the city but .ilso to ifvmidish 
illegal cuiisiroinons. t>iie such con¬ 
st met Uni w’as put up as a cnnierative 
efioit h\ some of Iho fnisiosi income 
tax lawyers ot tuM 

The idea o| luvnng tfu- sate of the 
huge plot nf land in ihina Haula is tti 
reverse the lieM |Xiss(ble location lor 
the proposed Coa iinirersitv and to 
develop the whole area itifp an educa¬ 
tional complex Problems may ari»c 
since much M ihe land iv privately 
owned and resale of plutx hab already 
been negotiated with rich Coan mig¬ 
rants. from the Gulf >tate.s. who are 
only waiting to build houses Some of 
the landowners ihemselves have plans 
uf constructing houspb 
Though private estimates place the 
value of the land at several cr<»res of 
rupees, it will nut fetch mure than a 


JajpnoAao; »trrcf m •tdmintsirgiion 



concern about the fact that ocher 
speeches could also be expunged, ut 
the speaker's discretion: “Tomorrow 
my speech will be expunged with the 
permission of the chair if somebody 
feels..." 

Later that day, Mr Subramaniam 
SWainy (Janata) said something very 
strange: “When my colleagues walked 
out. r did not. The reasons will also 
help you in the context here .. 1 moved 
an on-the-spot motion. I suggested that 
the whole matter be taken off the 
record. “ 

At this point his words became inau 
dible as members of the opposition 
appeared a little surprised by Mr 
Swamy's words. Said one of them la¬ 
ter: “(Vhose advocate is Mr Swamy’** 

Then came the slow exit of the home 
minister. 

Madhu Jain 


ru|iee a square metre under ihc land 
acquisition pruevedmgs. us must of ir 
IS technically agricultural land. The 
Cuiigressih MtA for the area, Mr 
Michael I'erMaudes, who i>. also .i civil 
cuntrai'for, has r.iiscil the lianiiei of 
iwoiesi and moved rhe (uia Assem 
|>|v—now sitting in an abridged ses¬ 
sion for a vuie on aicount —a vail 
attention notice and Ihe revenue 
iniiiisier. Shaikh Hassan, has xuveess- 
fullv pleaded for rirru to reply. 

Mr Jagmohufl mighi have stirred a 
veritable hornurs iivst at Dona Taul,i. 
a place where the sei’oiid generalnni of 
Goan capitalists and a band uf upstarts 
and social vlimherx had begun tn 
establish thtir little hdwn expecting 
rhac souRvr oi later Domltav's filindom 
luminaries would luin tbeir grout* 
Incidentally, rhe prestigious National 
imititule of Oceanography is housed 
in the area. 

Dona i’aula. after whom grateful 
Portuguese lovers named the area, was 
a legend ary, blonde Portuguese .seduc¬ 
tress with waist lung hair who, fisher 
men still say. appears at the stroke of 
midnight on moonlit night.s wearing 
nothing more than a siring uf pearls 
and strolls on the seashore arm in arm 
with a priest, the ghost of her lover. Mr 
Jagmonan tou knuws Dona Paula^ihc 
municipal ward so named—as well as. 
in (his case, the voles of hix feet. Tor, 
many munihx, aflei hix sudUeii arrival 
from Delhi. Mr Jogmohan would w.ikc 
up at five in the morning and take a 
long solitary walk in Dona Paula—the 
Raf Niwas is in the same area—and 
then $u on the lavrns of his residence 
to read books on Goa's history and 
culture. Only after his research did Mr 
Jagmohan tike action to clean up Goi 
•nd- its administration. 

Mario CabftI t Sa 


GOA 

Jagmohan cleans up 
the administration 
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NEWS; INTERNATIONAL 


Siberian gas will warm 
European homes 


Hunn: 

tt.idc (k<kl tdkc"i l>ro«ich <4way A 
rnM]t( hinK»n (I'rMai '..'Ikl kni 

iM lie huilr Irom ^lK’tl•i. <u lass 
tl(v Soner 1 nioii. Ihioji^h mikJi or 
i’iuiope ui tilt* boiJei nr Wor V,vr 
rnjnv. C/eviiovIriv.iki.i. hiinujnu u•l^ 
tionj rhe icy ol Silieiui lo the 

htkfnc's of we^uin I‘IUm|x< IIh* pijH* 
fitie imJI Ik< liMilr hv KiiM<|>oan 

|llm^ uill tuvd U* hillion tiihic 
nuiics <>t lias annujlls ro I’aoope 
Locilract'' 1o) suppht N loi vear^ 
have hue 11 bs Wusi (ieiniaiiy. 

FfdMcu diid Itidy \\v>i sv’rJI 

hux 10 r> billion ciiIml* niuriuv 'it Sihe 
nan gas annuuily, Kiun<.t eight hilimn 
ciiliK mme5 and th>‘ lrahan> ncuuii 
billion cubic m«irus Seioral oiher 
European couiitries arc iiUo rii* 
terusted. Holland and Belgium imiuIJ 
like to buy five billion cubic metres 
each, Austria rhree biUiun and 
lawiizefland one billum. Thi?* will be in 
addition to the £a« alreadv bought 
from the Soviet Union. 

The project involves mind boggling 
%Mtni of money: the pipeline alone 
costs over US S2.5 billion, compressor 
sraiions over ]00 million roubles, and 
purifying plants, each at over one 
million rouoles. Independent banking 
mitietives in France and West Get- 


mans have come up with consortiums 
fr> lend money to the Soviet Union for 
ihi g'MKis It will bus* from the lespec* 
tiiv tuunines for the pipeline Once 
(he gas Starrs flowing, the Soviet Un* 
<<*n mil repay Iroiii ih^ gav setev Al 
tl»e s^aitcv of the “deal of the century" 
IN (lie biggest gas field in ihe world, 
iru kin long, in (he midst uf Sil>ena. 
nvuj ihe rnwn of I'rengox OeoJogists 
think ihai the gas from here can flow 
unintrirupied Tor 200 years. 

I’l enguv IN like other tundra settle¬ 
ments. steadily growing with the iron 
will and backing of Moscow. Summer 
lasts fur onlv three months in a year. 
Whatever has to be done is done in 
Niimmer. for in the winter^when 
tcmp<>ralures can fall to minus 60** 
C—these town.<hips are accessible 
only by air. and (hat too not alwa3rs. 
What IS needed has to be brought in 
frum the outvide sworld. Acid that in- 
eludes (he pipeline which is to start 
from here. 

The pipeline is to function for sever* 
al decades, and srealf sertlenents 
along its future course, particularly on 
the points where compressor itatioiu 
are planned, have been started. Com* 
munities of 1.000, with schools, streets 
and kindergartens are springiitg up. 
Workers have to be furM htrti with 


higher pay, better rations and more 
holidays, b^ause of the isolation, the 
weather and (he work. 

Technically it is a mammoth task, 
made even more difficult by the enor 
mous distance and the ferocious 
weather. The pressure at the source is 
noi enough for the gas tu travel nver 
the S,000*odd km So there have to be 
41 comprevitor stations which every 
120 km will give the gas a new drive. 
General Electric of im United Srates 
was i» make the key parts for the 
turbines which would drive (he cum 
preNSur sianons, wuMh <A’er US S17S 
million and sell them to Brjcain'ii John 
Brown Engineering, Itulv's Nuove Pig. 
none and West (>t*rmanv's AEG Kaniii, 
contracted in deliver I2S turbines. The 
Soviets chose the (luneral Electric 
model over the oiher Kuropeaii ones 
Since (hey have proved iheoiNuKev in 
extreme weather. Now US sanciiim^. 
UN fi proiuNt againsr maidul law in 
Ho land means ihui General riuMiu 
cannot supply ihutn 

The Unired Siurus has alwnvs oh 
jccied to this pipeline de.i! saving i( 
would lead to dppendeiKv on tiu: 
Siniei Union hy NATO jIJivn on a 
strategic energy sector and make tlu m 
vulnerable to politKal iniimidatioii A 
clover luuk ar the figuro vuggeMs thar 
the USA's fears on this score aie 
uxaggerated. WvM Germany, niKv The 
gas starts flowing will he receiving U 
pci cent as against 17 pei vent loii^v, 
of het gas supplies from ihe Suvicis, 
and alrhough it mv.ois a doubling nt 
today's requirements it would increase 
(he Soviet supply uf West Gci nun's 
total energy requirements to six per 
certt The same applies for France, 
whose dependence for gas on ihe 
Soviet Union wuuld become per 
cent to .12 pei.cent m 19^0. hut whi^sc 
overall energy requirements mer by 
the Soviets would only be five per 
cent 

What IS, however, an argument 
against the deal is that, the NATO 
allies, first by building the pipeline 
and then by buying the gas. are pre* 
sentjng the Soviet Union, their ideolo¬ 
gical foe, with a weapon. Secniidly. hv 
contracting to buy the Siberian g&s ihe 
USSR is presented wuh an almost 
unending source of foreign exchange. 
As one French diplomjit said' "With 
open eyes we put the Soviet Union 
into the position of an OPEC country." 

The Soviet Union's shortage of hard 
currency is proverbial! Failing econo* 
mic efficiency, and the third bad crop 
within three years has led to non- 
achievement of plan targets and a 
harvest well below 25 per cent of what 
was expected. Th0 absence of cheap 
coal from Poland, and the costly 
adventure in Afghanistan have 
worsened an acute smiation. For mak* 
ang iTp the shortages, the Soviet Union 
ncMS foreign currency 

In addition, it iis6 needs hard cur* 
reocy for other activities, The Per 
Spi^f reported that the Soviet Union 
has spent over US B20 biUion for 
supporting leteUite countries like 
Cuba, Moaambique. EthicpIaL nnd 
oibort. To ronkiM 







Th« d«al eomei at a time whan both 
European govammants tra plagued by 
rising unemployment. West Germany^ 
two million unemployed marks ute 
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too has a similar figure which makes 
for a lO.S per cent unemployment rate. 


BANGLADESH 


to geaeme a torge aumber of 
5o» what has oiuapbed, in a 
crucial momoAt of east-west drama 
and tehsioii is not political allegiance, 
or loyalties but simple busi* 


ness interests. 
Konta Telukdor 


Ershad says he will 
restore democracy 


Dacca: in his first formal meeting with 
I he foreign press corps on ihe evening 
of Z7 March—three days after the 
proclamaiiun of mania) law—Chief 
Mariial Law Administrator (CMLAl 
and army chief of siaff»Lieut«*nant' 
Cvnerul Hossain Mohammnd Krshad 
clearly said ihoi his time frame for a 
Kerierjl election unJ return to civilian 
I nie wan two wars He said he had laid 
d<»wn ceruin obieciives to he achieved 
hv him in the next two veers after 
winch an eleiinm could lake place. 
Karlier In ilic week, while aildiossniA 
I he iniiiun, ilie (lener;il had Muled rhji 
I lie V leer ion would f>e held '‘as sthmi a> 
poNsihU'" and uvendvd l>eing specific 
Oh Its liming. Ill the next six months^ 
fic Sind, tile luni nil poliiicul iicrivilie» 
would piolMlily \k lifted as well. That, 
howcvei. ehtirelv dependeo on the 
Mtuainm. Me said: “r am a military 
m<in and inn a politician This sirua- 
lion has heen ihrusi upon us. I tried 
my Ltesi to help the process of demo 
ciiu‘v to succeed after the death uf 
former V resident Xiuur Rahman in 
Mav last vear." 

Ki.shad has iwo more years to go 
before completing his term of office us 
the army efief of siuff. Thar probably 
explains his iwu year time frame for a 
return to democracy. 

Ershad who had said, immediately 
after taking over, that he did not want 
to become a politician, at the press 
conference did not deny having pofi* 
licid ambitions. Rur he said categor¬ 
ically that he had absolutely no inten¬ 
tion of becoming ;< **politician In uni¬ 
form.” He would consider joining puli* 
tics after his retirement from the 
army. That too would be determined 
l>v the people who would decide 
whether they would like him to play 
any role or not in governing ibe nation 
as a politician. 

Before the next general election, a 
referendum would be held to deter¬ 
mine whether the people of Bang¬ 
ladesh would like to have a parllamen* 
tary or presidential Form of govern¬ 
ment. The S2yearold tall, mous* 
luchioed and physically fit armyman, 
GcA. Ershad appeared to have given 
some thought to the modalities of 
an election as well as the form of 
government which has remained a 
controversial issue in the country. His 
enswers were measured and precise 
and he did not try to mince his words. 


However. Ershad stressed ihai his 
martial law was "differeni from the 
others you know** and one which has 
been welcomed by the pesiple. They 
were going lo he tough against corrup¬ 
tion and corrupt pe«iple '*We wali^ 
loo long for the guvernmeni to take 
some positive measures.*' he said and 
added, ‘the government did not arrest 
any senior members ol the party (for 
alleged corrupt ion i. Even when the 
government was dissolved (in early 
Tvhruaryh the same set ol |H-4i|)li- were 
taken hack in the new cabinet.** 

The aQii corruption trials wdl hegm 
as soon as ihe lonsiriuiion of the 
militury courts was lompU’led. The 
trials WMuld be held inihhclv and nui 
in camera where accused peisons will 
have ihe advantage of assistance from 
iheir lawyers. Asked if former Presi* 
deni Ahdus Sattar would also he pul 
on trial for his failures, (len. Ershad 
prompify said* “No. He Is an honest 
and h.mourable man. He could nut 
control (he (ruling) party and his guv- 
eminent." If any seninr armv officer 
was found to he corrupt, would he fie 
punished in the same severe manner, 
the General was asked. Saul he; ”Yes 
Nobody found to be corrupt will be 
vpared. If you are not impartial, you 
cannot succeed." 

The martial law authorities have 
already arrested nearly 2S0 people 
including former depute prime minis¬ 
ter S. A. Ban. former finance minister 
Saifur Rahman, former jute minister 
HabibulUh Khan and two state minis 
ters on charges uf corruption and mis¬ 
use of power. Several senior bureauc¬ 
rats, politicians and industrialists are 
also among those arrested on the same 
charges. The military government un 
27 March night asked the former depu¬ 
ty prime minister (in chafge nf irsdus* 
tries) Jam'aluddin Ahmed, former 
eatabi ishment m i nisier^ maj ur* general 
(retired) Majedul Hug. former ship- 

E minister* retired naval captain 
il Hug, fofmer aviation minisiei^ 
Obaidur Rahaman and former works 
minister and mayor of Dacca«Abu) 
Hasnac to report lo the nearest martial 
law administrator's office within 
seyenty-two hours. They were not 
found in their residences in Dacca 
According to sources close to the mar¬ 
tial law authoritiev the list of the 
arrested persons is likely to become 
longer. 

Syed Komatuddin 
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Beggars and private 
shops in Shanghai 



China's new liberal puitries 
^rc brinsms ab<>ui u reasMve 
Lhange in (W scjciaf sec up of 
Shanghai, (he largest ciiy in 
(he country. Sh.mph<ii is now 
(eeminK with private enief' 
prise« o( a scale and type not 
seen since Cumniunisc rule 
was escRbiished. The loosen¬ 
ing of scrici rulus regardmit 
pnvace enterprise has eiven 
pea semi and (he unemployed 


n chance co earn a lucJe on 
iheirown Private shops have 
mushroomed in many parts of 
(he city and peasants with 
baskets of (runs and veget¬ 
ables are a common sight on 

pavements. Shins, shoes and 
glassware ere cheaper at pri¬ 
vate shops (hen at stale- 
owned ones. But with liber- 
alisetioA have come beggars 
also. 


Soviet crackdown on 
“alien** religions 


Oman leader’s 
call to West 

Sheikh Qabous. the Sulian of 
Oman considered to be one of 
the moat reliabie friends of 
(he west, has asked western 
countries after a recent visit 
to Britain to help solve prob¬ 
lems in West Asia. “A peace¬ 
ful and honourable solution 
must be found to the mtoler* 
able plight of the Palestinian 
people, the Sulteo has said. 



Shttkh with Queen Bhubeih 


us ignores Qadhafl’s warning 


In a KOB crackdown on 
'*importvd religions." a Hare 
Krishna group m Siberia was 
broken up and a member uf 
the Jehovah's Witness was 
sentenced fur distributing 
tracts in the republic of Kir- 
ghma. A KGB official wrote 
an article in the monthly 
Kummunjir warning against 
Hare Krishna and other 
'‘alien'* religions Another 
journal. .Sucufrit fnJusirv, 
ouoied some people as saying 
that (hey found the message 
of peaceful life bvyimd wor¬ 


ries, propagated by the Hare 
Krishna sect, appealing. It 
wa^ all a ‘'well-camouflaged 
ideological sabotage." the 
journal said. But ihe Soviet 
Union recenily eipresscd the 
desire (o have world re¬ 
nowned evangelist Billy Gra¬ 
ham for a conference on "(he 

E ireservafion of life from nuc- 
ear destruenon." Billy Gra- 
nam is an outspoken critic of 
the nuclear arms race and 
Moscow had hitherto denied 
him entry permission. 


The United States has de¬ 
cided to go ahead with naval 
manoeuvres in the Gulf of 
Sidra in spite of warnings b^ 
Colonel Qadhifi of Libya that 
it could lead in e world wer 
US Navy secretary John Leh¬ 
man recently said the naval 
eaercises would most prob- 


ibly take place in the iicki six 
monihs. ‘'We will n»i be in¬ 


fill n»i be in¬ 


timidated by Qadhafi any 
more than we were before.^ 
Mr LehniMH added. The US is 
not prepared to acrept 
yadhafi's claim that the Gulf 
is within Libya's territorial 
wafers. 


Dozier kidnappers sentenced 

All 17 members of the Ked Lenardo, 2.1. wJiu was found i 
Brigade gang, who were found the hideuut fniin where G«i 

J uilty of kidnapping Gen. Durier Wiis rescued and ih 
ames Dutier, were sentenced lightest sentence in Kugei 


Fallen Angel? 



Ttnya Robent» member cf the cesr of the /ongrunnmg 
televjiion series Charlie's Angels 


to terms ranging from two 

K its two months 1(^27 years. 

e heaviest sentence was 
handed oui to Cesare di 

Island 

disappears 

A liny island on the East 
African coast, which was the 
oesting place for rare types of 
she turtles, has been swal¬ 
lowed up by the sea, accord¬ 
ing . to the Tensanisn Deify 
News. Two Tanaanian resear¬ 
chers who were sent to the 
Haavi island on the northern 
Tantanian coast, confirmed 
reports that the Island had 
disappeared. 

Fairy tales 
for adults 

Tbe Turkish police have de¬ 
clared as tuny aa 29 
recently publiahiM fairy tale 
booka aa "undesirable" and 
marked them "not for sale to 
children.” The left wing daily 
CbumJiurtyer quoted a pub- 
liahtr as aavuig rhat such a 
atamp "will naan sale to 
aduln...aBd this is a virtual 
coftliacaiion." Tbe fairy tales 
ware written by Turkish 
teachers known for their lef¬ 
tist views. 


Lenardo, 2.1. wJiu was found in 
(he hideuut from where Gen. 
Outlet •*!** rescued and the 
lightest venlcnce in Kuggio 
Volinia. 25. who led the police 
to ihc hideuui Hefence 
lawyers said rhev would 
appeal. 

Red Cross to 
quit Uganda 

After nearly three years of 
providing emergency relief (o 
refugees and prisoners in 
Uganda, the Internaiional 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) has been ordered tn 
leave the country. The orga¬ 
nisation has been asked to 
hand over its activities to the 
Ugandan Red Cross. The 
K^C was invited inro the 
country after the downfall of 
Idi Amin. The head of the 
opposition Demdcratic Party 
has e«pressedl‘*disapprovil*' 

Russia 
WOOS China 

President Brezhnev recent¬ 
ly travelled to Tashkent, near 
the Chinese border, to make 
an appeal to China to resume 
negotiations and end the long 
years of hostility between tha 
two communist giants. Ha 
mad# it clear chat the Soviet 
Union does not "dany tha aa- 
Istme of a socialist system in 
China.” 
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5inir4 n^w a.« N^tfia 


S umi Dutr, the sheriff of 
Bombay is makina Dsrd 
Ka RistitM which deals with 
(he life of ihe late Mrs Nar 


(tta Dvtt: 'The film has been 
inspired by Naraisii’s life. It 
will throw new nght on 
heri" Sunil says. Sniira Patit 
is playiru the mam charac* 
rer and ^iia is so excited 
about the role that she has 


given up many other assign* 
tnents and has even given 
the sheriff dates at a stretch 
for a month. Sunil, his unit 
and Smita are soon flying to 
America where they wili 
shoot for a month. 


S arm a CO mmuea to be the 
girl fixed in a groove 
They itill call her a B grade 
actress which i$ almost like 


a curse for any actress. 

K very i ime she gi ves a bnl* 
liant performance it is in 
one of those small films, 
made by some new director 
with one of the smaller 


actors, which no one really 
sees, and so much talent 


<y«s. she has it^oes waste. 


But everytine she does a 
big film it IS an insignificant 
role and people say; 'Whae*i 
an actress like Sarifca doing 
here?' Sarika has not yet 
given up. She still thinks 
there is hope. On the hotat 
front,coo«all is not well with 
her mother and h^t no 

in ner bl 


there ia no love 


now 

bfe. 


I only hope frustration 
doesn't come in. Ttie film 
whKh her mother Mrs 
KamaJa ITiakur started as a 
birthday ^t for Sarika is 
jinxed. It nas almost been 
shelved sources close to the 
iwo*member Thakur family 


say. 


I ncidentally, where is 
Saf tA. /ave^s partner? 
The last time I saw him (at 
Saira Banu's p ar ty for Noot- 
jahmo) be was lowng laei; 
just sat in a corner and 
sulked. He was not getting 
anywhere. All the assign¬ 
ments were going to his 
partner JavM (be had even 
started off as a successful 


lyncist) and the same peo¬ 
ple who once even touched 
his feet now refused to look 
at him. He had planned his 
own film; JCafi baaed oo one 
of the scripts written before 
t hey spl it. Jleiriia was goi ng 
to play tht titla role but 
nothing happened. Nothing 
is happening still and Salim 
U>oks a sorry sight. Success 
has p layed strange games 
with him. 


Sanka: g’grade? 


T hera is this film called 
Sfiakri being made by 
ftaoies/t Stppy, the director 
of 5Ao/ay and SAaan. DiUp 
Kumar, AmitaiA SacAAaa, 
RaaJcAi and Sou re are 

playing the stellar roles. 
Amitaoh is playing Dilip's 
son, Raakbi is AnutabhS 
in other and Smita PatiJ is 
tha woman in Amitabb's 
life. The film is being made 
for the last five years. It is 
facinga number of peol^ 
lems. The main piu ole u s is a 
clash of personuties be¬ 
tween 'father* and 'son* and 
(he 'father* is ptayiiu diffi 

cull lo get because »e *seo* 

and his 'girl' both are g«- 
ting the Better of him. na 
man trapped is Rameah Sip- 
py. In tM sooth another 
praucer has started a film 
<M alnoet tba same subject 
and he hopes to releaaa it 
before 5hMO'. J mtandr a is 
playing both lether and son. 


'ncideotally, what hap- 


I ncioeotaiJy, 
pened to Kamaaand 
Star's grand idea of mak¬ 
ing his first film with Ditip 
Kusnr?He itaned Sanam 


in grand style. Raakiu was 
the heroine and Ifithua and 
Ra^aeta m the romantk 
Sanam was start^ in 
grand style but not one 
word was heard about ii 
after that. Sources close to 
Sager say tha film will not 
be made now.but Sager says 
the film will be made soon. 


'ha stage is set for yet 

to follow in 



anotbar son 
his father's footsteps. KwaJ 
Goawami, the h^ in Hranri, 
the son of Mafwj Kumarin 
real life is about to make bis 
debut in Hindi films. Not 
surpnsin^y. producers and 
directors are running after 
the handsome youngster. 


T he arrival of Hama Mali- 
e/i baby has not made 

any differoQce to bar 

career. Soon after she de¬ 
cided to come back she 
started work on ell her in¬ 
complete films and tbe big 
surprise IS that Hema has 
been signad to play leading 
roles in a number of films. 
There are two films she is 
doing with Ra; Kumar and 
naturally, she ii all excited 
about wodiing with tbe king 
of eccentricities. 


Hama: back wiiA a bang 


taken a novel venture. 
The entire film, Ckirno- 
ieevf, is going to be shot on 
I.N.S. Cudambanm. which 
sails frMi Madras to ^agi' 
pore. The round trip voyage 
telfos 15 dajSi wfai^ 
that (ha entire film will 
have 10 be shot during that 

period. S/va/i Ganaau 
pMyv the Mm role of Dmrtd 
OdnBjnari the sMp dock's 
cleaanr. Bis songs have 
already baen raoordad. 
Bhoortn g is scheduled to be* 
gin on 1 


uoe. 


T he children's film socie¬ 
ty is producing a Tamil 


chilled's film called Bn- 
galtiiua Mudfyum (Wa can 
aiao do jr>. The film is about 
a handicapped boy's 
attempt to conquer his dis* 
ability. Tbe story and dirac* 
bon is by ftakaika Rto. 


T he 12 Tamil films scha* 
duled to ba raleasad on 
14 Aprilwha Timi I New 
Yeir^includes three films 
}n Sivaji Ganesan, ona of 
Kamalahaaan and one of Ra- 
>nikaoefr. Tha first quarter 
of the year has a record 
number of Tamil produc¬ 
tions: 40>-ten more than the 
usual. 



Yasudass! an ideaP music 
academy 



D espite his right sche* 
duJc, Yesudaaa, 


Yesudaaa hes 
sterted a music acadamy in 
Trivandrum where Indlu 
and vrestam cUasIcal music 
is taught to students. In 
addition, hd is giving scho¬ 
larships to students who 
cannot afford tbe music lee- 
sons. 


IkiTuaician Madurai Some- 
XVJpSuodaram, who recaat- 
ty got a doctorate in music, 
has beea ealectad c^lay 
tha lead roM ia tha laaiJ 
fils laodz. Tha film is pro- 

duced by A & Y^aagni b 
all about ThodifUai^m. 

grti— h ^f ajw 

of tha 12 songs. Fiva of 
thaoa have been wrlnaa by 
tbe lata JCaooadaaao. 




I am entering 
becanaalika 


Ides 
^inBn’ 
ham, I want to devote mj- 
salf to ^ upUfODeat <d 
■odacy.* said S. T. Rama 
lUo^ is wodudag a 
Taingu film roruhiBM^ira 
‘ * N.T.RamaiUo 
the load rola of Vira 




b 
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By AMRITLAL 


Beginning 11 April 


ARIES (IS ASflUH UW A v«<y 
wMk proviM you 
16 ^ ffncon OuU up your PonfiOfnct 
[ V>*-^^fiDor>otbo»WartonoOi<youf 

try to hmOor your 
work Be sure yourMH ar^ push kxtri your 
plans A vary lavourabia waaii tor romarteo, 
tOurtShiQ and marntQa Oo not datay mat- 
nmonial corraaponOanct. A word o* w a rrang 
lha t>aairt> of a raiaiiva may cauaa you a«i>a 
worry A latiar towards (ha ar>d of lha waak 
will bring pood naws Baod SHas: 11.13 and 
T5 Ladcy rwmbars: 3. 4 and 0 PavaanSla 
diradiaa; Wast 


tiOdSiiipst u%$ptm9t) 

^ on tha 
Too /^lookoui for a 10 b Chancaa va 
you wM work balora 
hjm of m# waak Tha 
company of sirangars wil prove vary haipiui 
However, lha domasbciront may not ramam 
vary paacahil iNs waak You win be troutjlad 
by a number of probiams A sacral maiiar of 
the head o Wta^ to make steady propraaa 
and taka your mmd of lha iroubtos ai home 
fiaedMas. 12.13and 17 Lacky aamban: ?. 
4 and 5 Pavaarsbia dtraaVaas Honhaaai and 
Wast 


f7f-1 TAURUS (IS May^H Janal 

This IS a weak o1 Irarnandoua 
>9^^r^^cnanga both or) the profas* 
I Jj^^ftsionat and domasr*e front, 
l-^*^uS&jTaka the advise of atoars 
whan ii comas to a change m your 8arv<a 
Do not hasiiata to taka a quick dtosion iha 
cnanpa win be tor lha battar The domasac 
front may r>oi reman vary paacatut Deal 
wiih your spcuia and atoariy mambars ol lha 
ramily tactfully. The health of chudran rrugm 
worry you Watch your haiKh 6aad dMs; 
^2 14 and T6 Lacky iWhMn: Z 4 and 6 
PsvMirabii dirscllaa: Souih 


R nRSO OS SafftMlir—14 Octa- 
bar) A particuiany good weak 
lor pvshng form new vanbras 
However, success win not 
coma easy, so you wdi havs to 
make avary aftod to impiam^ you plans 
Do not be undUy worried if you have to 
spend a great deal of tone outsida your 
office Coocamraia on any lawaua wan 
whtoh you have bean nvolvad and make 
sura ihai you are rtoi chaaiad by your 
lawyer tdcd a vary good weak lor romance 
fiaadSMt: u. i$andi7 Ucbyuiabin: i. 
4 and $ Pmambts dbacbaa; Souhaasi 


S GEMIffl |1S Jaat—14 Jilf) 
PmanciaKy, ihto is an aseaiia^ 
weak for you You will be n a 
posHion to repay moat of your 
debts Speculators and gs^ 
lars are. however advised against lakmg 
urtoua r«ks For ihoaa m sarvica. tha«a wd 
be stow progress You may need lha help of 
friends and cofiaaguai to oucfcari the pace 
of your work A word of warning, your health 
may causa you soma anxiaiy this weak. 
Good waak for romance Rsed datoii 13.15 
and 17 Ueky aambtfs; i, 4 and 7. Ftvaanbla 
dlractton: East. 


S um ns Oeiibar—14 Umm- 
bsr| An aicaiani weak ol ro* 
manca is ri Pia oflmg Thoaa 
akasdy with a padnar w# have 
ptonty of opportunity of spend* 
mg soma bma wrth your swaathaarfs Thoaa 
on the tooheut may tmd me parson of your 
heart ihia weak Mamaga is wav signrfiad tor 
toe kicfaar onas a mong you A waak of 
steady progress for those m sarvica. Fman- 
oil probtoms may botfiar you You are 
edwtoadagmgarnbfang Baaddstss; 12 . is 
and 17. lacty wmHm 4 . 6 and 9 PfsawsMs 
SlnsttM: East 


nTTxqC^gUICCn (is Rily—14 Aagnlf 
l^v^?)./^An unaipactad joumay may 
/vry^Ytt^iaka you sway irom homa tor 
pk ^^ h^^quitt a whito Othari wiH have 
anxious lima looking afiar 
your aikng apousa. For thoaa in aantoa. ffiia 
Is a parko^larly good waak a promotton la to 
tha offing tor lha tuctoar ones «nodg you. 
Most will gat a ratoa. ftoanoai gaina. 
Ihrough dubious means, are mi tr« offing 
Youranamias may give you a tough bmatoto 
weak boa# Mas: si. 14 and 17. lasfcr 
awabart: 9. e wid 9. Fa taarabfl tkttatmc 
South and Norm. 


a lCORRB (IS W a H ia m —14 Oa- 
(ami TTms. untortunaMy. is 
not a vary good weak tor you. 
G bvammant oftmts may be 
ranafarrad' Sihara ara m) dan¬ 
ger of batog your |ob Ms weak. Be on your 
guard conaundy agMst paopto who may 
fwm you. A word Of advise be caraU in 
what you say told do; a mnor rnataka may 
go agakiat you and rasut m irmparable 
dtonagaa. Do not be dishaartanao This is a 
good weak for romarca. Bsa# dalss. 11.13 

totoi4.ia(bvdMbafa;4,8and9 f anaiabis 

SMms; North md Waal. 


qaa^J ^ SARinARIUI ns otcaflibar- 
14 JMiary) A waak of mnad 
^/^^tortunas is m stora tor you. Oc 
im^V^noi gat unduty upset if thing* 
Ui/r iVriwTIdon i turn out the way you want 
them to Thera are iiktoy to be a few 
aatbachs at work do not gat worried 
Chances ara that you wH become fnandly 
wfih a member of the oppoaita sei Awordol 
wammg' baon your guard, a friand rs out to 
dacarva you Avoid being rude to people. 
Bead datsa: 13. 16 and 17 LscKv 

eambirs 4. S and 6 Favaamblt lirselto*; 
North 


S^C CAPRICORM |1S dsassry—14 
Fabniary) FmanaaKy. this a not 
^ a vary lucky waak lor you New 

[A^/^^^devaiopmants on the proles > 
lonai front wih take up a great 
deal pi your iNTta and energy. Do not oa 
unduly oapraaaad i( you do not have a lair 
maasu'e of success coming your way The 
domestic from win be tree from problams An 
aidHir mambar of your family will coma » 
your sto and help you by sound advica Not a 
vary good waak lor romance Csaddstti; n. 
12 end 10 LHCfey iHWiMri: 2 . 3 and 0 . 
favaaissit diracilaa. Souihwasl 


Qy^^'T^AQUARRII (IS Psbrasry..14 

Bustnassman, this is 
L^'Trr^.lha wa«k lor you You sra 
a$tt^9Akktoy to gair) through unax- 
p*clad sources Newandnsky 
vartuies are Nkafy lo yield results (Ns waak. 
Those *n service niay be iransfarred or 
prpmoiad Financially. (Ns is a lucky weak 
you '^ighi inherit som* proparty The 
doma?r« Irpni 'will remain peaceful, ihe 
advise uf alders will coma m handy Good 
week for romar>ca Seed dates: 13. u and 
IS Lucky UMibars: 1 . 4 and 8. Fsvauribts 
dIrKUea South. 


a Pisces (IS Mireh—U April) 

This may turn out to Oa a vary 
disappointmg weak tor you 
Your faiviiry members wiH be 
vary damandfr>9. Do not gat 
upset, tha company of a mambar of toe 
opposiia sai wiH help solve soma ol your 
problams. For those to sarvica. there is likely 
to be irash opooaition from those to author- 
by CoHaaguas wiN not turn out » ba vary 
■mabie Ihis waak A vrord ol caution check 
extravagant lendenoas Oaod dates: 12 . 
and 1' Ltcby Mbsrs: 3,6 and 9. Fivaarsblt 
dIraebM: EM 


Nr Mst ban baMaa 1i Maul aad 14 ApM: Man bom dunrtg diii 
parttd uril fa* in tovt wRh woman who are mmanic, MaMgant and 
vary ariieulMa, Howavar. Vmm todtoa ara ratw tend ot ertb ctoi ng 
oOiara. Conaaquandy, you aia Hiaty to ooma in tor a grato daat ol 
CfiDctom bom your mmifmn. Yoo ara uautfy vary fond of toa 


company of woman and go oui of your way to be with them EUeriy 
woman heva a spaoal appall to you and ii is rxx surprising 4 you 
hava a spaeiai roi abo r tth ip mm mam You tend to hava a vary fi^it 
mnd wtMch oRan cauaas your mamaga to break up suddenly. 
Weman bom ditong this period are usually amouonaky charged. 





















The world’s most celebrate 


High above the mist Une, Ui the soft iht 
the Himalayas, the gentle rains and the cool 
mountain winds maltt the soil porous And^ 
none <^er. Only this unspoiled earth can ^ 
the unique flavour of pure Dsrj^lng tea. 

The golden cdour of Dai)eMng tea«.te 
finMHir AwdiUfiaie aroma * all praniseTiD 


thetiK»tc«ii|fM01Mt| 

AndferysirvitfKfM 
particular ab^ diefr tear 
teajttjs very bail. IsnHft 
MnHovofGmaUbel 






When the clock is Victorian, 
the walls are Luxol Silk. 

] Silk \i *h:* •>oU |) nol voii 

k <ril V>tlh \iMU l•^es i Icf'l TOM ViHO loni**r* 

mi l thr 'ilki'fl, ^UjM ' >*n**olli JOJi'h 

i S'^k. hs OCflfi t silk •lokC'* O M. 

I .IN'. ii‘ A oh T*'keeo h*e.:»:; *:jJ \ h\*i'lo«'k;e«i: 

] Ml » »• 11 s mil V { . 1 * s \Mit IU‘SV N rsi • . 1.0 » 

1 r, I 1 . - 1 kH r. ' h tO, • . Il >tlk 



\iMJt VV.iK*^ XSiti' \ M\*'J 

• K 1 u ^ 'rufU;.O’ I • U.s >sotM 



British Paints 





Tinkling to the sound of cash transactions, 
or to the silent warmth of a smart reception.. 





comes to you 


NOVOPAN 
,ready 


to use. 


NOVOPAN A prelam^nated three-layer 
particleboard that's ecortomical and 
easy to use. NOVOPAN. A pertectly 
balanced. iSi cerrpfted board that’s 
factory laminated on both sides 
Scratch, stain and heat resrstani 
NOVOPAN lor panefilr^ and pa/iitk>ns. 
Domestic dr>d office furnrture 
Cupboards. cabir>ets ar>d counters. 
NOVOPAN in an unmaichabie sire of 
21 A % 1d3 cms (9’x 6‘). t 2 . 16 and 25 
mm thick 



NOVOPAN tr>ternational]y acclaimed. 
Finding myriad uses in homes ar>d 
offices the world over. 

In a choice of woodgrain paiterr^ and 
plain colours. New a sign of warping, 
waviness or delaminatloo. For ever, a 
touch of inimitable class. 


ItMi Office:''Suryo0aya't-i0:»/a. 
Sepumpet. Hyderabad — 600 0 t 6 
Phcrwe 70126 &70t 29 
TeMK 016$ • 676 NOVA IN 


MOVOBI^W India's only prelaminated particleboard 


i 

9 

9 
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ftoM.Nt* MoutthCALCUtTA 700 614 Phone 2iS354* 7S7a TMM SWL PwieiM NEW KlHI tiOOW PhM $27 ;a 64 396 WiISJi 
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NEW DELHI; Mr Kaipaaath Rai, deputy 
minister for parliamentary affairs was 
caught napping in ftajya Sabha 
today (22 March), "fhe whole Hoosc 
has been noticing you onlv,” the Chair 
man Mr M. K. Hidayatuliah, observed 
when Mr Rai's snoring was brought to 
his notice gently by Dr Bhai Mahavir 
(BJP). The members laughed when Mr 
Rai awoke—Sraresman (sukhendu Dut* 
ta, Calcutta) 

MOCA: A middle-aged man. who was 
reported to have been allegedly mur¬ 
dered by some persons at Manuke vil¬ 
lage in Moga ana whose bhoig ceremony 
wa« performe^l only a few days aao 
appeared in his village on Thursday (18 
March). Earlier, a complainr had Wen 
lodged with the iwiice regarding his 
alJesed murder—^mes of /nd/e (Nancy 
KouT Jammu) 

MADRAS; A mix*up of question papers 
in a local school at the SSLC examina¬ 
tions which began today (22 March) has 
resulted in the detention of about 170 
examinees and some staff in the school 

E 'remi.ies for (he night. The questions 
or tomorrow's Tamil second Dioer are 


E 'remi.ies tor (ne nignt. me questions 
or tomorrow's Tamil second paper are 
said to have been distributed this morn 
ing. As soon as the blunder was noticed 
the paper was withdrawn and the Tamil 
first paper questions were distributed. 
Fearing a leak of tomorrow'^ paper the 
examinees and the staff have Wen kept 
in the school, where they have been 

C vided lunch and dinner, besides 200 
ks from the Tamil Nadu Text Book 
Society for the students to prepare for 
tomorrow's paper. A police picket has 
been posted outside the school—Hindu 
(K.P.Ii. Muhammad Mustaffa, Madras) 

KANPUR: Confusion ran through a 
wedditu procession here today when 
the bridegroom along with his capar¬ 
isoned horse slipped into a Jarge-sised 
open manhole and disappeared for 
some lime in the Chamanganj area. 
I^perate efforts by (he howev¬ 

er, succeeded in rescuing the mud- 
soaked bridegroom and his injured 
mount on which he was heading towards 
Che prospective bride's house in the 
eeaie area. The incident occurred while 
the htrecfa vrerc busy dancing to the 
btaring ol drums and playing of llutee. 

hmm% lege slipped into one of the 
rwo dpsm Muolee, throwing the ii«- 


cled groom lnsid^**Hort6en] £i>dfa Pat- 
rika (Necraj Bajpai. Kenpur) 

JAIPUR: 1>iere are 243 primary schools 
in Rajaatban which have no teachers. 
Mr B. D. Kalla, deputy minister of 
education stated in me Vidhan Sabha 
on Monday <1S March). He said that 
since these schools belonged to the 
paiiciiayar depe>ment. he would noi be 
able to give e detailed reply, but listed 
the non-ivij]ability of trained teachers 
and teachers having gone on leave as 
factors for the absence of teachers tn 
schools—/odian £xprexi (Cyan Prakash 
Qamra. Jaipur) 

SALEM: The Salem town police are 
looking for their "guest" who deceived 
(hem with a sob story which thqy now 
suspect was a hoax. A young man calling 
himself P. V. Rsjan claimea that he was 
an audit clerk from Delhi and enjoyed 
the hospitality of the police lor three 
days from 14 March and also Mt a free 
train ticket to Delhi and cash tor pocket 
expenses. His ston was that he was on 
an excursion to forget his sorrow at 
losing his wife and children in a rail 
accident. His bag containing cash and 
clothes were stolen from the bus he was 
travelling in But when news of (heir 
kindness appeared in the newsp»ers, a 
police party came from the Tiruchi 
railway police force (c tell the Salem 
police that they had also been duped by 
the young man—Hindu iS Sundaram, 
Tiruchirapsili) 

NEW DELHI: A novel suggestion was 
made m the Lok Sabha today to curb the 
growing population; remove the erotic 
sculptures trom Khajuraho and Konar- 
ak. The Suggestion was made by Con- 
gressd) member Era Anbarasu as a 
supplementary to a question on illegal 
ab^ions. Mr Anbarasu asked the gov¬ 
ernment whether it would, as a popula¬ 
tion control measure, remove those 
sculptures as they represented a "vul- 

R r display of sex?" There was no reply 
>m the government as the speaker 
thought that the supplementary was not 
relevant to the question—fndian Ex¬ 
press IS. S. Raju. Bombay) 

ALLAHABAD; A judge of the Allaha¬ 
bad High Court has brought about a 
compromise between a couple. The hus¬ 
band is an tAS officer in Madurai and 
his wife hails from a fgmily of Delhi. A 
habeas corpus application was filed by 
the husband, Mr Laxou Narain. who 
belongs to Kanpur, challengiog the de¬ 
tention of his wife. Riu Vanna by her 
parents in Delhi against her wishes The 
ludge suggested that since both be¬ 
longed CO respectable families he would 
hear the case in his chamber and there 
be made efforts to bring about a rap- 

C recheoient becwoon husband and wif«. 

Icimacely the husband agreed to take 
his v^e and aiso to bring her %vith him 
whenever be visited Kanpur or Delhi- 
This agreement acceptable to both was 
record!^ by the court. In view of thair 
statement, the judge did not uve any 
direction and congratulated tnem and 
wished them a happy life—Hindu (C. S. 
N. kturty, Bangalore) 


iWfthpirt 

Comn^ 


1 shall always honour the discipline 
and reputation of the eat family 1 
belong to—Maneka C^ndhi at the 
Lucknow convention 

I do not even know if she (Maneka) 
is e member of the Congress(I) or 
not-^Giam Zail Singh 

The BJP )us no stomach or use for 

r lace-intrigue type of politics—A. 

Vajpayee in reply to the alUga- 
tion wat the BJP was behind tM 
Lucknow convention 

What reason should I give to the 
Governor to dissolve the Assembly 
and hold a mid-term poll?—Gundu 
Reo. Karnataka CM 

I never aspired to be chief minister 
nor did I lobby for it—B. V. Reddy, 
new CM of Andhra Pradesh inter¬ 
viewed in Weekend Review 

I think somebody was especially 
sent (to Britain) for writing such 
re ports—Indira Gandhi on adverse 
repons in the Indian press on 
the Fe$tjva> of India 

Delhi it shaking at our moves— 
Bhaskar Rao, former Congress(l) 
minister of Andhra Pradesh, after 

t oining the new party of N. T. Rama 
lao 

The fact that the poorer villagers of 
the area in which he operatH had 
more respect for end confidence Jn 
Chabiram (he dacoit leader, has an 
obvious moral—Ajit Bhattachirya 
in fiidiao Express 


Sure, rhave a royaT background! 
But unfortunately for me. by the 
time I was born, the fate of the 
states had already been decided— 
Mansur All Khan Pataudi in 
Bombay 

1 can close all The papers tomorrow 
for five years and nothine will hap- 
peo. You will organise rallies and 1 
will get you arrested-^en Zia-ul 
Huq quoted in the Urdu daily Jang 

She is absolutely sweet—Vijay 
Amritrai on (he Sri Lankan girl. 
Sbyamala Wanceslaus, he is to 
marry 

I'm terribly sincere even though 
I'm eighty—Barbara Cart land, in- 
carviawed in Society 








With the ^e^ant Sleek 80 Irom 
Superphone srtTtng on your desk, you con 
do your rQlki 09 without ony walking. 

The new teoiure in the Sleek 80 is 
goir >9 to moke things reoljy eosy for you. 

Whot we’ve odded is the free*tolk 
foolity. 

It allows you to folk to o person even 
without trhing the hor>dset. Jus> touch o 
key. and the onolog circuit for 
feothertouch operation tokes over. 

Lets you corry on o conversotion with 
foce*to^oce clonty. 

Whot we’ve retoined m tbe Sleek 80 
ore oil those other features v^ch moke 
it the best intercom there is engoged'tone 
secrecy, pogmg and confe^rtce wilihes 
ond LiD for visual identification to let 
you know who's coifing. ^ 

And when you see tne slkk, two-tone 
colour cOmbirKitions. you'll wonder why 
you woited this long. 

Now that you know something obout 
ovr hondiwork, moybe you'd like to 
sov« yourself o lot ^ fegworf^> . 
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Ifyouwarrttolak. 
)wdorflhovttaiM:iL 


I 





















Ttl 10 flWV* 


m m m m 

mtm n. ■ 

tm M m m 


Klovoa (Whto) 





Horn* Win 

t KM n*¥»' w<4*al09d Horn. 01 «iy Pvm 

of ono evi Mtm • 

S^val «dvinU 9 « uyn 9>irr^ 01 of • 


Iri^e 


WnHng ibevt 0 m»MII frOM A*4u«>Vng rounO 
Of tw worio dioffoioraft* ta 
4WriMI '■KiMM Ml M whid^ 

—mod « QondM M mod 900 ^ m*9 ofloA 
Moo M Momod MMVaiOM iMtMMciHBNo 
OAi mnocuouo looomd of tm «poi» «« tadi 
d«rftunor«^ 

Oodr Sown N-l iMtiM 

♦ - 

^ J9t* 

* Qj%fi 

* AO J 7 

AQ8? M *110 74) 

9 A K 0 $ M c 9 0 
♦ •2 “ OAIA 

*10)43 « *«!•? 

* AJ f«) 

V 10 73 ? 

* It 10 3 

* K 


t«US oponod « SowOi Ond 
•rts Mfod M 0 A« MO dV 
04 on * A 0 j «no eroo* 
WO Oao pooidon 


*00 3 

* AK 0$ 

♦ 02 

* 10 ) 4 3 


* K 10 7 4 ) 

* O 

« AI4 

* 0002 


G«a«i9. agw 
fintfwd m Few 


nOAng Son* MdwO 


* > 

9 Jf 

* 0) 




OUESTKMS 

1. A weTl'Hnoom political leader led an 
insurrection later known as the fAarch on 
Rome. Who was the leader'^ 

2. la a dormitory town one m which there 
are only domiones? 

3. UltramaQoaiic radiation has 
wavelengths tonger than X-rays. 6ui 
which (ype of hgM are the waveiengiha 
shorter than? 

4. Anyone who «referred to AS a Daada- 
Igs IS known to be a ojnnmg Workar 
From whera does the term oogmaie^ 
6. Over the higher laMudes of the north¬ 
ern hemiaphef* itreaka of ugn ara 
aometimea aeer by mght. What ara 
thay? 

6 . What la i cation? 


mvd KsSweewtio^iiwof iccJiMetMin or 
00rw$i re cwMMia ■rwiedai Ihe M tiQWX 
arc AM (vma *A44 M hnsumcoiir Acnhcr 
e< viMo oiiww siiewM Jppfr * a mm lovme 
rr«nt i«l Owe ore si 0|»>4 viio c M nat irilh 
McwoAHiciriiemareunS UwiwTaeorw m 
he Aotrv* tn*r> of neforcy loncnortMMa 
000 Obi iw plow 04i aw eWAcewAj of one 
The ltd tear or M Ml boon 0 wen m lor T* 
Hw fww* Mo nei bon 9000 and fw ofor Mi 
MMwd but vfwn M Miwe Pul V p«w m 0 
lowruinoM 01 towOrW tic «nd W Iwi few 
i»wf« eogid bt OnW ww WM* ■ AipaM 
vori Mt lAWtAMi lA O C 0 M|r Old 4 WO p(o|r Wn 
uec MCpwMpiloKionweirtiaaapAwviclorr 
* WM aueoNlM 0 i« oanec repom * wt OMM 
Nom a Mwl aeoct io*c iMcaMil ciopporalad 
TM ^aai Weiuro of Td i dwas Mi dwaw 
boon Sw ibil<F la otiW aeino *MO p!* rrom 
iw< poadieni m9 w Pm he Mi low 

none 9> hwpanajiM oneowev Irt n» loao>»«v) 
paww M aaKceedl m so^afig Abwe^W prebiMW 
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AIM p Man usd Z*<ie«ied lo * 0 d» 
eweed tew dwba on 9 AK.rwMdafwon ew 
maee e Apuiwo inwipihMoaiifrinDvah 
Maro Nenfi McMgspenod a poor Mud mould 
iw«l|r Mw waoiad Pw doubla mlo 2HT Aima 
oMr OM ^Aaiim pUwd w Fee 0<wnMida 
dovbwe Cmiwd V 0 wew e* twf wwMe 
CiW Pim tadod •» Wad ewnpi wid tw coread 
W mMt 


TERENCE REESE 


? The first motor bi c yc i a wu made m 
1635. a year efter the ftrsi motor tncyOa 
was made. Who can be credded wrth 
these inventio ns ? 

6 Why « a Oog Day so termed’^ 

9 What s the intemataoneiiy accepied 
scaJe for rneasunng toe torce of winds ai 
sea'’ 

10. The negro boxer who won the 
heavyw ei ght mia in 1936, defended n 
successHJby 26 bmea. Who was ha? 
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WAvr Poijrtd *44 ouvpwd Dt GermiA pno 
Autman armwi dwnng M Fic^r World W 4 ' IM 

poaui eervicei etre ewioustY d'lrupied ArrTi> 

poll otKev were gerttruijr •tiling 10 iranpor* 
CAAkan rbM befeven Ihr "Via Imps taji locil 
deinef'wi MQ lo de vAdenjiten by tr« PMiin 
crr»£ auMontei T« 0 »lra|rlMco|f tocalFUmps 
vert riiuad m fMAy lownt irtcivOiAg PrfMborf 
■bow aiamoi faafe.rred h^Awri and a me* ol 
cam A na« hook h a U nd LoeaU By A Htfi ipuo 
J BareieeT' York I23pp CS SOI provides i 
Otiaried caUlogwa ol iMw slampi m wall w ol 
ihe rtpcv**4 and lorgarwi made alter ihe war re 
wMfy Pw demend fram collectors MUny of lha 
getwme sumps if now ec4(w. aspecidiy ^ siw 
on Ifw t or«<)i"v smoiopes 

c. Mr. Hia 
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CONGRESS(S) tN 
UP SPLITS 



O 

f 

A 

I THb' Koiyd Sdbha t*U*crions &aw a 
«harp spli! amnn^ thi* lop l^ad^rs of 
the Ml ^ Anibika Sum's 

name was be in A. considered for j 
nominal nm fr<irn Ctiat Pradesh in 
ihu jviiii opposition porticV quota, 
Sul as ilif CoftArvsMSj i« hardly a 
force in l^P. rtoi manv in the party 
iiaell wi*re enchoiiiii'irib about giv 
iitfi the seal to Mrs Semi. lHiiniale 
ly, Mis Som. who was beinp hacked 
by Mr iVrvaraj X)rs, decided nor to 
pres< lior claim Anil the Con- 
ircvsiS) ItjJcrship’s 

apprehtoision* aboni ihvir chances 
in Cl' iiime true when five' parry 
MLAs. led by Mr Kaj Maripal 
Han lie. vuicd fur rhe i.'nnerescj fj 
candidates on 29 Man h. Seeirp this 
cumm^:. HCCtbl prcsulcni Subedar 
Sin Ah expelled Mi I'ande and ihv 
other four MlJ^s fre^m the party 
even before the poUiiii; had taken 

B Ucc The intereNiine iliioA >^*^1 
Ir SubeJar Sinph does not have 
the authority to exiiel a working 
commit let member like Mr Pande 
end AtCCiSi president Shared 
Pa war wat nur cun suited before the 
action aKaintt Mr Hundo was taken. 

MINISTER'S 
FAUX PAS 


DUMPY HELPS ADVERSARY 


AKBAK "Diirnpy" Ahmed h.it cer- 
tuinlv heeii of ^trar help to Prof. 
Bliishkimhei Nath I'jiide^ UH^Cll) 
jrestdeiir Hint Hande wma to retire 
Torn the K.ijya Sahha in April. He 
had bi’t'O .1 imnunated member 
iinJi'i the ediKMiumistV quota Till 
17 Marili, when Prof. Paiide sus- 
ponded 1>u<upy fiom ihv party, the 
HC((I) piesiderii’s name wat not 
beinp considered hir I'eoiimination. 
Rut alter ihe crisis in ilH iHiiled 


over, Prat. Hande became a hero 
and no one had the guti todeny him 
a tickei In the proceu, the man 
who wa5 being considered for the 
iiommaiion. Ramesh Mishra of 
Konpui. missed the bus by a hair's 
breadth Dumpy not only helped 
Prof. Pande gel the ticket, during 
the poUing tm 29 March, he tipenly 
showed his ballot paper in all the 
MLAs present. Whom do you think 
Dumpy voted for? Prof. Pandet 


STORM IN THE "COFFEE POT" 


MA>KKA <>aiidhi had a servant, 
Katili.u. Ill the SaiiUrjiii'K Kuad 
house. When she went to Lutknuw 
to address the rebel meetinK. poor 
Kaidiai was racked. Why? F(pcJu^e 
he wjs uceiled of leading Syr.-i- 
nil Dhirendrj Rralimuchari regard 
ing Maneku's whereal>uuts When 
Manuka left for Cur belt Park, she 
rold Kanhai about her desitnailon. 
After she had left, .S'wamjjV went Ui 
Kanhai and enquired alMut the 
cMjuh bahifN whereahoifts i5wa* 


otiji had been told to control Man- 
eka ddrme Mrs CandhHs foreign 
tnufh'Kahnai had never heard of 
Corben Park. He said that Maneka 
had gone to some “Coffee pot." For 
a while there waa eenfuaien in the 
house as to where “C<^ee pot" was. 
When Man eka's whereat^u be¬ 
came known, poor Kanhai was 
charged with haviBg cMiactotuly 
misled Swamm LeeoM: In future, 
servants of VIPs should study 
geography. 


HOW did union cabinet rninisier& 
react to M«ineka (Gandhi being 
thrown out uf the HM\ h(>u«e^ Only 
three cn v tubeia i^f Mi:, CandhiS 
cabinet dared to telephone Maneka 
at the Wuudstock mold on 30 
March to enquire abuut her well¬ 
being. One minister, however, 

K mpeil the gun at one stage and 
uned iiut vimething that he re¬ 
gretted Idler. He was chathng with 
an opixisition leader in Pai lament 
House when he first received the 
nevvs that Maneka was hnlding a 
press conferente Then, a messen- 

S ir brou^i him (he news that Mrs 
and hi nad come to Parliament 
House with Ferose Varun. The fact 
thAt there had been a dispute re¬ 
garding the custody of the child (he 
night before was well known by 
then. Su, this minister threw up hts 
arms and shouted. “Ob my god. 
Maneka has gone to the press con¬ 
ference and-this ledy must have in 
(he meanwhile got hold of the 
child." Only later did the minister 
learn that the child had been seat 
(u bis grandmother by Maneka her- 
s«U. 

* D. t; mZAMUDOIN 
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Super Thermal 
Power StatkMi, 


only the best ¥fill do 

Generation equipment from 


BH^L join fkandi with 
NTPC in rtf v«nlur« to fot- 
no Indif'f first Supsr 
ThormsI Powsr Sittion ti 
SifigriMli This QiQSAtic 
compisi wilt hsvs SA 
utlimsis instsNod etpfoitv 
of 2000 MW. BHELsrs 
proud thsi they hsvt 
Mrnod tAf confidortco of 
NTPC sod havs baan 
antruatad with iha 
raapona ibiiity of providin 9 
tha tntira oowf r gaotfition 
aquipmant for this Ps 1000 
erort Supar Station. 

With cenfiOanea BHEL 
took up tha chaManpa Tha 
first major milastona his 
baan succassluilv 
accomplishad. Within |ust 
4B months Sinprsuirs first 
200 MW lat has baan 


synchronrsad. asaiatinp 
NTPC in maating os 
commitmant to tha nation. 

This acccmplishmant is 
indicatfva of SHEL's 
aapartisa in iniaprstad 
Proj^ lAsnapamant. 
Planning, co-ordination and 
moniterir^o of man. 

machinas and matarialf at 
BHEL ur>ita spraad ovar 
diffarant parta of dw 
country, aub-vtndors in 
Ir^a and abroad and at tha 
ramota sita of Singrauli. 

With Singrauli. tha 
nation antars tha ara of 
Supar Tharmal Powar 
ganaratlon. This calif for 
moat damanding tachnroal 
standard for wrii^ BHEL 
ara fully gaarad 


BHEL'a contribution at 
Singrauli. 

B a 200 MW lurblna- 
ganaratar lati, ataam 
ganarators. aoaociatgd 
MHiarlaa. 280 MVA 

f anaraior tranaformars, 
00 MyA^lmaroonnactlrig 
tranaformars. ausHlary 
tranifermart. draulating 
watar pump motora. 
but duets ate. 

2 1 600 MW turblna* 

garwratof tats It ataam 

ganarators. 

This oonMitutas about 
40% of tha total projaet 
coat. 



Bharat Heavy 
Etectrkab Umttad 

Ragfftwad OTAea 14*20 Ksfiurbi Gandhi Marg 
NawOsIhi-tlOXI 


POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
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Syed Shahabuddin 
reports from Iran 
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Aliwyn Quailz. 

Crafted to very exactin3 standards. 

Seiko standards. 




ALIXVYN 



Smartening up sleek office cabins, 
or cheering up soft bedroom interiors... 


comes 


NOVOPAN 
to you, ready 


y to use. 


NOVOPAN A three- 

layer particleboaf<t thars economrcef 
end eaey to use NOVOPAN A 
perlecliy balanced. ISl cenifted board 
ttiars factory lamneted on both sHJes 
Scratch, slain and heat resistani. 


NOVOPAN iniernationaliy acclaimed 
Pindmg myriad uses m homes and 
offices the world over. 


NOVOPAN for paneling end partitiorta 
Domestic and office furniture 
Cupboards, ceb«nets end counters 
NOVOPAN in an unmalchable size of 
274 X 1&3 cms 12. 18 and 

25mm ihick 


In e choioa of wocdgrein petterns end 
ptein colours. Never e siQn of werping. 
wavineea or deleminellon. For aver, a 
touch of nfmiieble citse 


HaesI ONIer'Suryodeya" 1-10-60/3. 
Bepumpei Hydersbed 500 016 
Phones 70t26 A 70120 
Teisx. 01SS - $70 NOVA IN ^ 


NOVOPAN India's only prelaminated particleboard 
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On 6 Apm tM dramattc ««rtP0k 9m oppaiMpn: 

Lpk CM IPidPf OW) SMgh pnnounoid Ni rwlpAMon tom 
‘octivt poltco" M plmuAaMeutfy nm* oppetMon MOn 
•nnounetd IM Miion ithotf i Mnty eonvmon irr ChM- 
cn IS M f6 Apft fn MO Otyo Mo Choutfwy M 
"m co noidofid* Ms miramoni do cM ion tnd ouipMod #voo Lek 
Ool loodon Migrima MM Mo convomon doonon. A dotoood 
lOpOfY on ho«« tho ito«y eroxy oppooMon li poOng crozlor «i0 
oloop.ONOluoMinlorylow MM Chow Singh. Ngolt 
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FIVE METRE FEVER 
j IH100 POLYESTER, 
GEORGETTE AND 
I TISHLON TISSUE SARIS 
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LOOKlMi (>i.4SS 


Indian Airlines cheats 
passengers on Kathmandu flights 


In order ro provide miuh- 
ing perk>, end thereby get 
the peuengers U has been 
los|n| to Royal Nepal Air* 
lines and Thai Airways* In* 
dian Airlines has also intro* 
duced free drinks on Irs 
flights to Kathmandu. Each 
passenger is entitled to 
either two cans of Keineken 
(nr some ocher foreign) beer 
or a peg of boccleo Scotch 
whisky The trouble i5i. 
on many of the flights 



the people in charge of 


providing Che liquor nimply do nor provide ii. Examples; 
The CalciJiia*Kathmandu flight on 2 April and .the 
Kathmandu'Calcuiia flight on 4 April. Is the liquor 
meant for the passengers on such flights spirited 
somewhere else? 

Is Giani Zail Singh on his way out? 

(jjlni Zail SinphV< p<isttron as un/on home minister is 
shaky again. There aro whis'vrs in New Delhi's corndon 
of power ihai the fla: footed Sikh |M>liiician. the only 
non jat Sikh to have become vhief minister id Pantab, is 
out of favour wiih Mr« (landhl and mjv he sent utf <m a 
guheruatonal nrdiplomaiic assignment. Bui the fuiuie 
uf two mimstcis of state frum iho Kajya Sabha who did 
not get Congressili nominations, may not be all that 
bleak. When iVfr S. S. Sisodia, minister of «iare fur 
finance, and Dr Charanjit Chanano. minister of stale for 
industry, were not renominated it was widely presumed 
that Mrit Gandhi did nnr wish them lo continue as 
ministers. But when they offered lo resign, the Prime 
Minister asked them to stay on (or a few m«>nrhs. 
Another shift m the central government's altitude nughi 
benefit Mr Wilfred Laiarus, who was to return to the 
Press Trust uf India once his term as principal informu 
tion officer was over (Looking (#/oss 4 Apniy Now, the 
government is no longer sure if it wants him to leave or 
not. 

Haryana scribe discloses source 

A newsman in Haryana has voluntarily disclosed his 
source of information to a committee sec up to probe the 
leakage of a particular report Ironically, of the three 
journalists who appeared before the committee, this 
newsman was the vne who had not actually used the 
report. The other two consistently refused to disclose 
their source, hut were questioned on the ba.sis u* 
information received from their less discreet colleague. 
What is most surprising is how this newsmaiLwho bad 
not used the report* was called upon to testify before the 
committee in the first place. 

lAF takes to journalism 

fAF officers and ranks have been invited to try ibeir 
hand at Journalism. In a competition organised^ the 
lAPs golden Jubilee celebrations comcoirtee, they have 
been asked to write on what they consider to be the most 
glorious ictaievemenis of the air force. A jury of well 
known editors and correspondents will judge the en* 
irifls. 


L. K. Jha’s stock down 

The puaitLon of Mr L. K Jha, chairman of the economic 
reforms commissi on .seems to be a bit .shaky nowadays. 
Logically, Mr Jha, who had done the groundwork (or the 
Nortb'South dialogue at Cancun, should have handled 
the recent South-South conference held in New Delhi 
this February as weJI. But this job was given to Mr G. 
Pvihaserthi instead. It is being said that the economist* 
diplomat had peen getting too much publicity fur the 
liking of some oiher poweidul people Rui Mr Parthasar* 
athi's high stock among the powers that be hat nor 
helped his son Ashok Parthesarathi. His star shone very 
brightly not too lone ago when he became instrumental 
in the resignation of Dr BiswajiC Nag as secretary uf Ihe 
electronics commission. Now he is a bureaucrat tn search 
of a post. Hi& days at the electronics commission are 
numbered and his next assignment is underlain' The 
defence people don't want him as scienufic advisor, nor 
is there a skit for him in the ofanrine ciimmisslon. 


for him in the pfenning ciimmisslon. 


Name dropper may get extension 

MrN. S. Thapa. chief producer ar ihu Ktlm'i Divisinn^ls 
teJlinx his friends that he is tipped for a thiei* year 
extension when hii retirement fiecomes due later (his 
year This news has made Films Division producers chew 
then fingernatis because Mr Thapa believes in blunt 

F ifiipaganda. something which ix carefuMy avoided by 
ilfflgiHTs Mr Thapa's claim about an exitnsion is 
believc-d wiihin the Films Division as he is an inveterate 
name dropper and talkc very familiarly abuut ihe PM's 
household He did the same thing dunngihe .fanataraj; 
he was even seen at Ihe durbar of Kantihhfirs wife. 

Devaraj Urs still popular 

Though the ruling party 
Karnataka would like to 
dismiss Mr Devaiej Grs as a 
piilitically “ugitig and 
wounded lion," the recep 
lion he received fium some 
^.000 fans when he walked V 

into the VIH stands af the W ■ 

KSCA stadium on the final I ■ 

day of the Stafford Cup soc- 1 fl 

cer match, gives (hem some B -M 

cause for alarm. Onlookers B 

report that ruling party 

legislators, including the fi* 

nance minisier, Mr Veerap* 

pa Molly, appeared tisibiy 

taken aback when the 

d^wd forgot the game to 

give Urs a standing ovation. WW > 

Mr I’rs, clad in his usual “ ^ 

crisp dhorr and kwrra. re* 

ceived the salutes from 1 

police officers present as ff __ j 

he was still the chief minister. Kis open 
inviratiun to Mr M. Raghupaihy, MLC, to sit beside him 
during the match was also view^ with raised eyebrows. 
Mr Raghupathy is a well known dissident lobbyist in the 
ruling party^identified with chief minister Gundu 
Rao's arch rival, Mr S. Bangarappa. Many believe that 
the ruling party has reason lo he alarmed. If the game 
had b^ a cricket match then one would expect a 

J anata or a CongrexiiS) crowd But soccer fans in 
iarnetaka ara mainly Cnngressdi voiersi Said a cynic: 
remembep, the mnsi dangerous lion is a wounded one. 
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Appu's troubles 
are not over yet 

T he rule for premiiure re* reply to e oueiiion in J 
(iremeni from service. The trcna is now che 
which was invoked by Mr not (he govern mem (ha 
P.S. Appu, farmer direc(or rkl of them but civil se 
of (he Ne(ionel Academy are aeitine uui of e* 




T he rule for pfemi(ure re* 
(iremeni from service, 
which was invoked by Mr 
P. S. Appu, farmer direc(or 
of (he Na(ional Academy 
of Administration, Mussaurie. is 
quite old. It was mrroduced during 
the first phase of Mrs Gandhi's 
prime ministership to get rid of 
^d«ad*waod'* and throw out the 
“uncummitted/* 

But to meet the demands uf natu* 
ral justice, the principle of recip* 
rocity was adopted and government 
servants were also allowed to seek 
premature retirement if they so 
desired, ft meant that after 20 years 
tif service, by Mdiich time a civil 
servant was supposedly entitled (u 
full pension, he could quit on his 
own or be asked to quit by the 
government. 

The rule remained on paper for a 
long time but it was seldom used 
either by the government or by an 
employee. The Emergency saw a 
liberal use (or rather misuse) of it. 
As many as 25,962 civil servants 
were retired, most of them from the 
lower eqbeloM. Since ttnior dvil 
aervants have an instinci for surviv* 
al. they changed their styJe of func¬ 
tioning to save their skin—and job. 
As the Shah Commission report has 
uid: "Anxiety to survive at any 
cost^fdrmea the keynote of 
approach to the probfems that 
came before many of them." 

After Che Emergency, 14,187 civil 
servanis were reinstated, the resi^ 
did not wish to come btcic or were 
old enough to retire or were not 
wanted by the new rulers. When 
Mrs Gan^i cane back to power, 
senior officiels changed colour once 

S ain, puttis^ some of the most 
ept politicians to shame. A few' 
officers like Mr Mantosh Sondhi 
and Dr Raj K. Nigam did stand 
their ground. But they were so 
haratsM by the new government, 
they soorf preferred to seek retire* 
aent. Mr dondhi had dared to tell 
tlw truth ebout certain shady dads 
of Banjay Candhi*s ftm, Maruti, in 


reply to a Question in Parliament. 

The trcna is now changing: it is 
not (he guveminem (hat is geiting 
rkf of them but civil servants who 
are getting uui of government. 
There are many semor civil ser 
vants who are quitting because, an 
(he one hand, the occupa(ional 
hatardsof government service have 
increased and. on the other, the 
upporruni(ie$ m business and the 
l^ivaie sector are much more lucre 
live. Between 1977 and 1981. as 
many as 126 officers from the (AS 
and allied services alone opted for 
voluntary retirement: five m 1977, 
25 m 1978. 51 in 1979 end 45 in 
1980. 

The main exodus has been from 
the railways and (he ministry of 
works and housing. The explans 
tton of (he central personnel de* 
partment is that these officers have 
left the government fur better pros- 

t ects in the Gulf countries which 
ad undertaken enormous building 
projects in 1979 and 1980. In fact, 
the big increase in dearness ello* 
wance this year—from Rs 600 to Rs 
1,500 a month for joiac secreuries 
and abcpve—is beuig justified by 
(he finance minist^ on this^und. 

True, the real income of senior 
civil servanis has been felling while 
(hat of their counterparts in the 
private saaor or in most foreign 
countries has been increasixu. Bur 
taking into account housing, malih 
and other facili^es which govern* 
ment servants enjoy, ibe civil ser* 
vice in India is not badly off. In a 
country where the quantum of 
deameu allowance paid to a senior 
official, Rs 900 a month, could by 
its^alf provide jobs to more than one 
Pt^flpo. the Mg DA increase for the 
rBffsr ranks of the bureaucracy 
means there is less to create em* 
ployment oi^ionunities in the low 
er ranks. 

Perhaps now there will be fewer 
senior bureaucrets wanting to leave 
the service, but the price of retain* 
ing ibair joba is gatong highgr and 
higher a^ civiT servaaii are be- 
covving more obedient to their mas¬ 


ters for fear of being '^retired.'’ If ia 
essential to ensure that the govern* 
tneni's powers to retire employees 
prematurely are not used arnitrari* 
ly. There hes to be some oiacblneiy 
for the redress nf grievances so that 
bureaucrats do not feel ihat they 
are unjustly ‘‘retired ** And whaiev* 
er ihe method or machinery, there 
should be a stipulated time within 
which an appeal for review b-dis-* 
posed of, otherwise, the executive 
will continue to harass prematurely 
retiring civil servants by keepbig 
(heir cases hanging. 

There are instances where the 
goverruneiK has not even acknow¬ 
ledged receipt nf an application 
from a retired bureaucrat for per* 
misiion to seek employment in (he 
private sector or work indepen* 
dently. (Rules prohibit them from 
taking up any assignment ^thin 
two yean uf retirement, wglivut 
prior permission.) And by thus 
withholding permission, the gov* 
ernment has "punished" severe! 
kivil servants who had "annoyed** 
the ruling party while in sarnce. 

for Mr ^pu, hix (roubles are not 
yet over The "faithfur civil ser¬ 
vants' lobby at the centre is now 
spreading stories that he was sent 
(0 Mussourie because he did not 
make the secretary grade and (hat 
he overreacted to (he drunkenness 
of an IAS probationer because, af* 
ter his stint at Harvard. Mr Appu 
thought too much of himself. His 
return to the service, demanded by 
Parliament and the press, is being 
stalled. 

It will nut be vurprising if he is 
harassed like Mr Sudisn Narain 
Singh, tC. home guards, Bihar, who 
has Deen arraigned before the chief 
minister’s vigilance department for 
^corrupt practices." Mr Singhi who 
refused to go along with the ruling 
clique's mi^eeds, was first super* 
seded and has now been involved in 
charges like presenting "inflated 
bills" for parties held during the 
alMndta police meet in Patna in 
November. There must be an effort 
to find some stick to beat Mr Appu 
with, perhaps some "outstanding 
biir* he has not cleared will be 
unearthed. 

Mr Appu belongs ta the- Bihar 
cadre. Dr Jagannath Mishra, the 
Bihar chief roinister. is said to be 
"iorging” entries in Mr Appu's ser 
vice records and Giani Zail Sin^ 
the union home minister, who lost 
face in Parliament on the proM 
ationer case, is having his bench* 
men in the home ministry sharpen 
their knives for revenge. Mr Bhidi* 
ma Narain Singh, minister for 
works and housing, at whose inst* 
ance Oiani Zail Singh tried to res* 
cue the probationer, is expected to 
take care of the political side of the 
vengeful campaign to crucify Che 
officer who oared to defy poKci* 
cians. 
















OPINION 


IAS-Shame And 
Scandal In 
The Family 


Coiiiratutaiiofls co Madhu Jain for her 
fevieea report on the IAS Kandai. 

Af. Mohcmnad Afuneerid/aft. Mclvishar- 
uo (Tamil NaduJ 

Why is Mr Appu not being reinstated? Is 
ZaiJ Su^ avenging his embarrassment 
lA Parhameni^ 

Shyejsjpratad Kapur. Ammasandra 
(Karnataka} 

Mr Appu has set an unparalleled exam' 

B e for other bureaucrats to follow 
. 5. Mukundan. f*atna 

It was ironical that the very same lesue of 
Sue DAY that featured the lAS scandal as 
the cover story also carried a report in 
which Mrs Gandhi claimed ihm SunMui * 
rars tanel more puKerfu/ than poiUn’ian* 
(Nawy 21 March I, How does Mrs Gandhi 
explain the defeat of Mr Appu at the 
hands of 2ail Sin|^? 

F B Handa^y Chftevor 


awaf' almost brought' tears to ay eye». 
We really need people like Mr Appu. 
Why doesn't the government think of 
reinstating him? 
r V Ganeth. New Dalhi 

Mr Appu was a rare asset to the IAS. If 
home miniAierZail Singh has any faith in 
effective adminlfiiraiion. he should rein* 
state the courageous bureaucrat. 

.lose Viitcenc, oec undeiidud ' 

No honest officer can be expociechto give 
in to political aiunu. 

R. B. Sen. Calcutta 

Hals off lo P. S. Appu. What has he goi in 
reiurn for his sincerity and faithfulness? 
Parmnd Sharma. New Ovihi 

We rually need hureaucreis liki; Mr 
Appu 

tninun Fraaad. Jainshedpor 

Mr Appu lias displayed j very liiph 
degiot ut, integrity and moral reel noth' 
The tragedy ih thai instead of rewarding 
him fiu his bold and judicious decision, 
the governnieni is piTmiiiing him oi 
retire premaiurclv 
Af A. Alu*<i. 


Ms Jain's cover siory gave me night* 
mares. The nation should hang its head 
in shame wer the V. K. Singh affair. As 
for Mr Apeui he deserves to ne cengratu- 
laied (or nis firm stand. 

8 K. £>ur/a. Jalpatpurt 

The cover story was thuughi•provoking 
U 1 $ heartening to that know wre still have 
amongst us people like Mr Appu who do 
not disregard iheir conscieoce while tak* 
ing impurrani decisions. The IAS 
academy m Mussouriv is not a rvforma* 
Cory centre where people like V. K Singh 
should be sent, the academv is an insiitu 
tion where the cream of our society 
undergo adounisiraiive training. In 
conclusion. 1 wish to advise Mr Appu 
tMinsi ‘'fadine away:” if people like nim 
fade away wnat will happen lo our 
society^ 

i,. D. Nath. Mankanal (OrtasaJ 

Though I don'i know Mr Appu personal* 
ly, I muse confess that his reiHies to Ms 
Jam's queries under 'I Juat want to fade 


Shame, shame 


”Biharis are just like anyone else—neith* 
er St u pid nor ha rk wa rd, 'bu t as in tel liAe nt 
as anyone else." says Mr Appu. I wisn to 
thank him for refuting the general and 
hateful allegation that Biharis are a 
shade inferiur to other Indians. 

Vineeft Sharan. Mauhan (Bihar) 

Sfr Appu should be hero'Worshippad. K« 
will forever remain in public memory for 
his clean and clear values. As for V. K. 
Singh, the sentimental reader cannot 
help sympathising with him too, Hadn't 
he been sorry fur his behaviour with 
fellow proheiiuners? HadnT he apolv* 
i»ed^ Hadn't he been provoked by a 
probationer who called him a "drunken, 
stupid Bihari?" 

Arup Ratan Mhra, Gorifa (West Benpafi 


_ outstanding issue 

^ X^yiews expressed by Kuldip Nayar in umgnifKaai to 

Discharged IAS probationer V K. Singh 'f * m»n-/»ue f£xr/usiiT. 21 furmar dauDed 

should seriously think in terms of a MV'b). Ir is a pity chat K«hour, despite nir are eo totegi 

poluical career; judging from his charac- ^“*8 P*f< « India, enjoys did oot BkmtlM 

ter and habits, he will surely make a guaranteed by (he Con* daim. Tlte reaao 

successful politician. *?**“?*?". opinioii, the government right. 

Man Ahmad Khan. Aligarh should injtute an amendmeni in the Ogomoa hfarsj 

Constitution lo granr the same statua to 

V. K. Singh was diKharged. but only Jammu and Kasunir as the one enjo^ H u not becomi 

after his name was heard in Parliament, ny other states. NayarH stature i 

Had (he home ministry taken action Datpti Chaddha. New Delhi ilk die imereata 

against him on the basis of P S. Appu’s deny that Kaghs 

complaints, the image of the IAS would only hope (hat Mr Nayar's liree between 1 

not nave been dragged into mud, in fact, cone tme. Pakisian is conttruious* that peace in ch 

no one would have got to know about the ly harping on the Kashmir issue. As far as OBicahle adutfa 
V. K. Singh affair. ^ die concerned, (he only issue that len? li autfi abt 

Shupandra Xainrhofe, Thane remains (o be settled is dse one related to poovie of lUihi 

^ part of Kashmir which is still under their let arlcfa « 
Like the Appu of (he Asian Games, P. S. Pakistani occupation. and. » 

Appu shoula be made the mascot of the Ananr Deen'r. Jodhpur tries ces stake It 

Ur Nayar obviously docs aoi know the EaSTii 
difference b e twae n an issue and a non- bo viawed ea^ 


Gian Singh, Meerut 

Mr Appu ii a man of imegrisy, character, 
courage and cooviction. May his tribe 
increase. 

Pranab Kumar Bhattadurjae, Kaitpur 
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—imy? 


T hav* read all tlMC haa appeared in the 
Xlndian preii about ny father, Farvq 
Gorakbpun, aad it was with •great ax* 
pact aliens that I turned lo ‘tnmf spoilt 

S tttt* (21 March) by R. C. Dwivedi 
aq's literary secretary) end Anil 
n. Unfonunately 1 discovered that 
Meisra Dwivedi and Saerl had nothbif 

K vto say about my lather. Andfer Irom 
owing Jjghi on ^iraq’s creative writ* 
inga, they preferred to make defamatory 
remarks about tha poet's personal life. 

R. C. Dwivedi may have been Firaq's 
literary secretary, but he was auocjated 
with rne poet tor a very short tina. 
Moreover, he never knew Firaq as a 
young man. 1 lharefore consider Mr 
bwivedi too incompetent to speak about 
the man who had once sacrificed his 
personal comforts to fulfil the material 
as well as the emotional needs of h;s 
family and friends.Firaq was a concerned 
father, brother, uncle, and master of the 
house If his unhappy marriage was ever 
reflected in his literary work, that just 
mke of Firaq's honasty of charactar 
nshp9 Frasffo, Farna 

Why do people have to dig into Firaq's 
personal life? 

Anupam Stiyasheel, Jamshedpur 


Of MlGs and VCRs 

W hile covering the lAF fire<power 
demoDsiratioA at Tilpet range, 
photographer Sosdeep Shankar was 
clearly more obseisod with the VIPs and 
their gadeets (Lords ei the skies, 21 
March). H is photographs, however. 

G oved meaiuiigful inaofar as they hi^< 
;hted the kin^y life that our pobtkiaai 
lead' Can the average Indian ever dream 
of owning a VCR. • TV<um*radio or evan 
a pair cs binoculars? This question as 
undoubtedly rhetorical, but am’t one 
that wemnts a reply^ Have Vaaam Sadie 
and Rajiv Gendhi peid customs dutvfor 
their TV<aaa*r*dio and video camera^ 
Rq/an CuJia Mt/umdar, Ceievne 


I * 

lerrara wfudi do nor have the.foa 
naases and addresses of the cecras* 
poadeste# wW not be eooMidtrod far 
p*Mie$tion-^diior 


\ wrong The photo* 
aph on page )0 showed MiGl^ not 


Correct me if I am 

gr»l 

Jaguan. 
wrhiV ICamajii, Mombey 

The photograph on page 33 (top) showed 
a 0 (sero) formation ^ the number SO 
denoting SO years of lAF) by MiG21s» not 
Hunters of the Thunderholt squadron. 
Aejuo CAaJiravertL Cafeurra 

Sorry, our mistake. The photograpA 
on Ptte 3S (top) showed a forme, ion 
of M/G21S and the one on page JO was 
of t4iC239—Editor 


‘Curse’ of secularism 


Distorted report 

A shok Kamatb*! Interpretatloa of hie* 
corical avcnti in his report. ICara/alt 
communai ^htics (7 March), was 
strange. The^Malayelae Memorial* waa 
a pedtiQn osovad by tha Haleyalaes 
against aon'Miltyaieei. namaly the 
Tamil btehraxM who doounatdd iba a^ 
emmeot service in Travancore. The 
Nanboodiris being Malayaleei, they too 
can be regarded at tha petitionart^ Is is 
absurd to refer to them as the largei of 
(be memorial. In fact, though the nemo* 
rial called for many reforms, it would he 
a grave error to give It any particular 
slant other than a linguistic one. 

I do not belong to the Namboodiri 
community and hold no brief for it. Yet 1 
am worried after reading Ashok 
Kamath's report. How Yar can we ervst 
the other repons published In Sunpav 
when the one on Rerali was so highly 
distorted? 

K. A- Eepen, rinivaffa {Keralej 

Sheer gangsterism 


I n his report, The Pune rtots: Pevetige 
for Meenaksh/pursm (14 March). M J 
Akbar made a commendable analysis u 
tha root causes of communal oishar* 
mony. In my opinion, the panic!pation of 
Mvifims in communal noti is no longer 
voluniaryi n is merely an act of self* 
defence. 

Nuru/ Islam, latphaJ 

M. J. Akbar has once again proved that 
SinroAY ii the only migasine cf princi* 

t ies in the country. Hindus and Muslims 
ad sunk their differences during the 
mutiny in 1857: why can't they do the 
asms now? 

B. Ayoob Khan. Saiem 


Though exceptionally good in parts, the 
report suffered from eoioiional out* 
bursts. The causes of coeununal hots 
were wall analysed, but H. J. Akbar 
appeared to be totally oblivious of the 
fact that what is happening in India is 
also happening the world over. We must 
learn to live mtb communal tension 
because human beings are very suscapei* 
ble to ireiuy. 

Sanebita Chatterjee, Calcutta 

Tbe report was disgustingly biased. From 
• magatine of Sunday’s stature we ex¬ 
pect clean news. M. /. Akbar should 
smke an effort to understand the basic 
policies of the R8S and Vishwa Hindu 
Pariahad. 

Roman Sangtrat, >fagpur 


How can you clap with one hand? How 
can you malign the Hindus who believe 
in nen*vl«lence and universal brother* 
hood? 

ilakok Riunar iehu. Rhubeneswa/ 


fy alaoderbsg a noble organleation like 
the VMhwa Hsiidu Parlshad M J. Akbav 
t (heieellngi cd the nilhom 
W«Qi4 be itro east 



aspersions on similar Muslim organise* 
tions? 

C. Sridhar, Madras 

The report was baseless. What is the 
significance of asaan? Why do people 
have to be called to pray in the mosque? 
If they want to pray they can go to the 
mosque without being called. Imagine 
what would happen if a loudspeaker was 
installed ai every temple and Church and 
if it was used frequently to call the 
faithful to pray. 

5. A. KuJkarTv. Pune 

M. J. Akbar should remember that India 
IS a secular country only because the 
Hindus are in naiority here If the 
Muslims bad been in maKwity would our 
country have been secular? 

Albert Sinha. yamshedpvr 

Ninetynine per cent of the Indian Mus* 
lims fought for the creation of Pakistan. 
But not all of them migrated lo their 
dreamland. It is obvKMis that those who 
have stayed back in India are not secular 
at heart. M. J. Akbar is best advued to 

E ench secularism to these people. 

AT. Duna, Gaubad 

Aftar reeding the report oa the Pune 
riots I cannot decide who is more com¬ 
munal—dyed Shahabuddm, who has also 
been writing for Sukday or M. J. Akbar. 
But of course. Ur Akbar will earn praise 
from the Muslims, and may God help him 
In his qimst. 

RbararXiea. MaJrunnu (KoreJa) 

Alter 35 years of secularism we art 
confronted with innumerable communal 
problems. Seculansa has been our un 
doing It ia claar thar the faibers of the 
Indian Conatitwlon made a mistake by 
not declaring India a sovereign, democra* 
Tk. Hindu republic 
X- S'. VenkatacheiiaH. AJIahebad 


W e. the undersigned members of the 
leaching and research cemmunity 
in Calcutta, note wiih great diiquiel a 
rising tendancy in the persecution of 
schorars committed to democratic action 
in the teaching community in north In* 
dia. Fresh evidence of this can be had 
from ihe assault on and the wounding of 
Mr Dilip Simeon, a teacher of history in 
Ramjas College. Delhi University. 
According to the national press, Mr ei* 
meon Haa been attacked apparenrlv at 
ihe insugation and behest of vested 
interests in the cullegiaie syitem whum 
Dr Simeon had courageously criticised. 
Unless firm suppiiri and solidarity is 
iiifered in teachers like Mr Simeon who 
are forthright m theif denunciation of 
ihe auihoniarian outlook in colleges and 
universities, rank gangsterism againsi 
pruponentv of civil rights and academic 
democracy will be encouraged. 

We extend our full support to the 
ciimmiiTee of enquiry which nas been set 
up in Delhi by the teacher studcni unity. 
\Ve look forward to an impartial repm 
and a firm follow-up action fay tha uni* 
versity authorities. 

Barun Oe. Saugara Mukherji, Rudrang* 
»hu Mukher/ee. Sunil Munu. Asok Sen. 
Aruii Ghodi A. A*. Bagchi, Amefendu 
Cuba, fndrani Fay. Debes Foy, Sanjeeb 
Mukherjee. Javeed Aiam. N, Krishaaii. 
Susanta Ghosh, Gvan Pande. Surajit 
Siifha and Nripen Sandyopadhyay. Cen¬ 
tre for Studies in social Sciences. 
Gturam Charropadhaya.v and Benadev 
Mukhopadhyay. members. Senate. Cal¬ 
cutta Vntvtrstty. and Fanajir Das Gupta, 
member, facvfrv Council or'Arcs. Cafeut- 
ta truversity, Calcutta 


Last letter 


S O new we wtU heve CongresstM). 
Romeah JCanirar, Delhi 







I How a crazy 


I 





ffl poJittct 


6 April 1M2 will go down §4 the 
dey when the opposition par* 
tiei, which do not in any ease 
play any aignificant role to¬ 
day. proved M^nd all doubt 
that not merely are they weak and 
confused, but alto petty and irres* 
pooslble. The personal and factional 
ambitions of these leaders once 
aborted the Jenaia government; the 
same facton are even today de$* 
troylng the opposition partiti. It 
seems tnat the preunt crop of “neiion- 
al" opposition leaders would rethet 
destroy each other then either singly 
or jointly challenge Mrs Gandhi. In¬ 
deed. had It not betn for their irres* 
ponsiblt behaviour during the Janata 


rulOi these leaders woi 


have lost power till exactly a month 
ago, and by completing their term they 
would have set firm foundations for a 
strong democratic system in India. But 
that was not to be. And the lessons of 
1979 do not seem to have taught the 
opposition leaders the simple die* 
turn—unity is strength. 

On 6 April, a press conference was 
held at the central office of the Janets 
party at 7 Janiar Mantar Roeo. This 


opposition IS 


getting crazier 


Udayan Sharma and Shubhabrata Bhattacharya report 
how petty and irresponsible opposition leaders are 
destroying themselves 


building has seen much better days. Jt 
was the office of the AU India Con¬ 
gress Committee soon after independ¬ 
ence. and the Congress continue to 
function from it Ml the 19$9 split. 


and Lok Dal leader, Chaudhure Devi 

a seemed to bear out Mr ifegde*i 
fmeni. The newsmen covering the 
opposition beat were taken unawares 
Bt this sudden and apparently positive 
development. When nad the deal been 
struck? Had the secret of the opposi¬ 
tion talks preceding this unity decision 


function from it till the 19$9 split, 
after which the Congress began to be 
identified by names of leaders. This 
building was taken over by the Con¬ 
gress (Organisaiion) of Mr Nijalingap- 
pa and Mr Mofarji Desai. After the 
merger of the CemgressfO) into the 
janara |Mrty, this majestic building 
overlooking the histone Janier Mamar 
near Connaught Place has been the 
centre! office of the Janata Party. The 
Gilding bas been witness to much 
turbulence and many splits, of both 
the Congress (1969) end the Janata 
<1979). The press was invited on the 
afternoon of 6 April to witness and 
report yet another civil war fuelled by 
lies and deception. 

Janata party general secretary Mr 
Ram Krishna Hcgde told the bewil¬ 
dered newsmen that a convention for 
the merger of the Janata party. Con¬ 
gress (SMialisi) and tne Dal 
was to be held at Chandigarh on IS 
April. The presence of the Coopesa(S> 
general secretary. Mrs AmbiJU S^i 


struck? Had the secret of the opposi¬ 
tion talks preceding this unity decision 
surpessed even the secrecy with which 
the Surya sale was conducted? 

The suspense, however, was short* 
lived. No, the newsmen had not bren 
duped. (How could they, with such 
ggrrulout leaders in the opposition?) 
The newsmen did not know about the 
unity talks for the simple reason that 
none had taken place. No formal 
agreement on the merger of the three 
parties had been arrived at. Two of the 
three general secretaries of the Con- 
|ress(5) were not even aware of this 
press comerente and whit was 
annousced.in it. Similar was the case 
with George Femandes end Kaipoorl 

Thakur. 


The news of the convention would 
obviously have made the next day*8 
beedliges; instead, sometIuDg else did. 
Chiudbury Chartn Singh toU the 
press It 3.90 in the afternoon, half an 


(Fnat le/t ro right) R. A. Nagde. Dev/ La/ aod Ambika Soci addreising the press 
cofl/srenct oa e April where oppositioo "ua/iy"and the Chaadigarh eoaveeoM oi 
i5 April wa$ aasfcuDced 


I iTunZ ^ coTj ■ ■ ra. rVTTTTrwmTn ni 





eoce, that he wes retiring from *ac* 
live* politics. The octensiblt reasmi: 
disgust St the betrtyi] by his Ueute- 
DgDii Devi Lai, Blju Patsalk, Kumbha 
Riffl Axyaj Geme Fernandes and KsTi 
poerl Thakur, bII of whoa bad iolntd 
33 other eppoeltiea teeders in ^g«<"f 
a reeol ttb on saying dui the couairy 
was tn a mess and now was die time for 
•11 good men co^come ro dse Md of the 
country. Well. Chaudhury Cberan 
Siagb read that as "aid of loe Jenate 
Parn-* Be eew thisms a move to aplft 
dm DiL iaolate him, and go ahead 
with the unity efforts. Hie analj^ was 
sot very wrong. Bli inteaooa wes 
dnerty to groese bis feUowiag and 
doBODscreie his popular aopew. Hia: 
fcDower t dutifully planisd UNMmalves 
onrrtde his bouse, and began a *fett 
usto daeih* unless Chartn with¬ 
drew his redvabog. One is sure 


if 





auch.mtnfirh .. 






S t 


But the reel rtaton (or ih« 
Chiudhipyi dacUion «ti clear to m* 
•idere in the lak Dei Bijw FatMik, 
Devi Lai er cJ bed been proteetio^ 
aialBiC the arlbiirary dictetorihip 
wtiich the Chaudhur^ practie^ in the 
Lok DaJ. And thep had eucceeehiUy 
managed M fruierate Charu Singh: 
lor Inrtance they stopped the deal 
which Chiudhiiry had made with Kaj 
Naraia (o jei the old *Hanuman' a teat 
in the Rajya Sabha. And now 
Chaudhuiy Ilm got hit opportunity to 
throw then out ol the party. He did 


that 


Farnandet 


onoogh. However George 
I and Karpoori Thakur 


they 

aarh 


aped the axe becauta th^ said 
ware not ettending the ^naadi* 


garh convention. Indeed, these two 
were victims of e little d^ption be> 
civiee they were not consulted about 
the convention by Messrs Patnaik and 
company, and their names were 
announced without their permission 
boceuse it was known that these rwo 
did not want tha process to be has< 
tened and a convention called to soon. 

But it is only a tomporaiy repneve 
for Geome Pornaadee ino Karpoori 
Thakur. Th^ aro the next targets of 
Chaudhury Charan Singh, and they 
will have to resign from the Lok Dal 
sooner or later-^nd probably sooner 
rather then later. Fernandes, in fact, 
will announce bis resignation from the 
national oxecutlve of the Lok Dal on* 
IS April, aa also from the deputy 
leaderahlp of the Lok Dal parlianen* 
tary party. It can only be a matter of 
time before these rwo also Join Devi 
Lai and company. One hitch is the 
antagonism in Bihar between Janata 
leader Satyendra Narain Sin^ and 
Karpoori nakur; Mr Singh has said 
many times that he cannot belong to 
tha same party as Karpoori Thakiir. 
This is a problem that the Janata will 
have to resolve. And if logic and sense 
hes to carry the day, Mr Singh is by far 
the more expendable of the two. 
However, logic end sense are not the 
ipwcg poi nts of our greet national 


I n Hew Delhi, politicians often find it 
convenient to discuss matters of 


.Iconvenient to d^cuss matters of 
state or matters of politics over meals. 
A breakfast meeting was held et the 
residence of Janata Party general 
sacratiiy R. K. Keade at nine am on S 
A'oril. Hr Sharad Pawar flew in from 


April. Mr Sharad Pawar flew in from 
Bombay and went straight from the 
airport to have •breakfast at Mr 
Hegda'i Lodi Estate house. Mr Chan* 
dra Shekhar was present there, alocm 
with ahnoet the entire national lead- 
afihtp of tha Janata Party. Prom the 
Confesses), Mrs Ambika ^ni (whose 
parsenal star has been on the wane; 
this brkf moment in ibe spotlight 

must be soothing to her ago), Ur 
DhtfamVir Sinha (the MP from Bihar) 
end Mr V. Kishm Chiuidra Deo had 
also bata invliad and had come. Lok 
Patn^ Den aad Kum* 
Mllm Arya (hw RaMaihaa) were 


fasts that dav in.^ nacieaal iaterasL) 
The invitations tor the meerini bed 


The invitations tor the meering bed 
been sent on phone bf Mr Begoe the 
previous evening. Mr Ptwar was sdie* 
duled to reech Delhi by e leter flight 
that day. but his normal host in Delhi 
Mr Dhvam Vu Sinha lalepbooed him 
in Bombay on S April and med hto to 
take an earlier fl^t. So Mr Pawar 
came by the first flight from Bombay 
on 6 April and went for breakfast, 
which, incidentally was sumptuous 
(Mr Hegde is always an excelleat 
host.) 

The leaden assembled there de¬ 
cided that tb^ would hold a convan* 
tion at Chandigarh to discuss eppo s i- 
lion unity on IS April. A committee 
headed by Mr Chandra Shekhar, with 
Mr Pawar and Mr Biju Patnaik as 
members, was formed to organise the 
convention. It was decided rhet, to 
begin with, there would be no fon&al 
merger of the parties, bur only prog* 
rsmmatlc unity. Mr Pawar nimsen 
proposed Mr Chandra Shekhar's name 
as the chairman of the organising 
committee for the Chandigarh convan* 
rion. For the ensuing state Assembly 
elections, it was decided thet the par¬ 
ties would field common candidates 
and use the Janata Party symbol, the 
ehakn ha/dnsr. At tha and of tha 
meeting. Mr Ram Krishna Hegde was 
authorise to brief the press that day; 
Mr Sharad Pawar asked Mrs Ambika 
Soni to be detent et the press briefing 
on his behalf. 


•ad made the Chandigarh maatihg a v 
fait iccompU for MrXlnnikrishiun aad * * 
Mr Baruah and many mora such Cofe . 
greaa(S) leasts. C 

Ur Biiu Patnaik want a step further. 
He had nad breakfast with Ur.Cae^ 
Feraandes and Mr Karpoori Thakur 
that morning at eight am. He spoke to 
these gentlemen for an hour before 
going to attend Mr Kegde's brealdast 
meeting, but did not give even an 
inkliag of his Intentions fo either of 
tbaBii.Mr Biju Patnaik and Chaudhury 
Devi Lai arbitrarily informed Mr 
Chaxsdra Shekhar and Mr Pawar that. 
Mr Ferasmdes and Mr Karpoori The* • 
kur wera with them on the question of 
opposition merger, and vfould, by im¬ 
plication, ditch Chaudhury Charan 
Singh and funhar split the Lok Dal. 
But neither Ur Feraandes nor Mr 


Karpoori Thakur wasprapared to com- 
his faith in Chaudhury Char- 


proBusa 


an Singh's leadership for the take of 
this merger. Did therefore, Mr Biju 


irger. 

Patnaik decide to deceive these 


uaportant ^position leaden, and like 
Mr Unnikrishnan and Mr Mdabraia 


$0 far so good. But till the press 
briefing was over chei afternoon. Mr 
Pawar did not bother to Inform the 
teniormost general secretary of his 

K rty, Mr K. P. Unnikrishnan, whoalw 
ppens to be the leader of the Con¬ 
gress! S) parliamentary party, about 
the morning's deliberations or about 
the Chandigarh meeting. Mr Bedabr^ 
ta Dcbarata Baruah, another general 
secretary of the Congrass(S>. was also 
kept in the dark. Both these gentlemen 
had been advKatiag a separate identi- 
^ tof the Congress(S) and perhaps Mr 
Pawar did not want to confide in thw 


Mr Unnikrishnan and Mr Badabraia 
Baruah. present them with a laic 
■ccoowli? 

Mr Fernandas and Mr Karpoori Tha¬ 
kur also laamt of tha ''hliioric" dad- 
sioo taken at breakfui that morning 

M oumalists after the Hegde press 
ig was over. And both were 
furious that their names had been 
dregged in without their permission 
Mr Karpoori Thakur who U powerful 
in his own right in Bihar, immedietely 
met Chaudhury Cheran Singh, denlad 
he w« parvy to this move to have unity 
in the opposition through isolation <n 
Charan »agh, and then* want off to 
Patna. 


A fter the Coiigress(I) was swept into 
power in January 19S0 over tha 


two general secretaries ol his partr 
before Mr Hegde bad told the world 


Apower in January 1980 over the 
debris of the Janece and Lok Dal 
regimes, the opposition leaders ma^ 
a nwsh attempt to unite at a meetiim 
in Bombay on 23 April 1980, Hitt 
meeting had the blessings of 
Cbaudbw>;Charmo Singh, Mr Chandra 
Shekhar and die thenpresldaBcef tha 
CongressfS), Mr Devaraj Urtj Around 


Charan Singh 
may join B JP 


'Pkera is a strong move to make 
X Chaudhury Charan Singh join* 


X Chaudhury Charan Sii^ join* 
thg BJP. The carrot that is bmng 
onimd to tne Chaudhury is tha 


nrusideamhle of the BJP. Aad the 

Oaudhury u rarely dtsinclioed to 


Chaudhury is rarely dtsinclioed to 
diacuss a suggaadoo if the top Job 


social phllosop^, or its -rala- 
tiooahip with dw The Lok Dal 
kd by ChawBiuiy and the BJP here 
already ^raad to fight tha Aaaem- 
bly electioes in Beryaae together. 


jMm BJP, unable to penecraie to 
the filttM becauae M its dtsarvad 


the filial becauae of its deserved 
raputaclM of being a baaia (or 


If aver the Chaudhury bacomaa 
the leader of the BJP, the most 
iflteraatiDg efa^ to watch will be 
the fecee of BJF sympathisers who 
have dll now reaerved their choi- 


BMoyleaders*) perty. is dasparace- 
lykaM to inharii tha Chanohury's 


rmpl Ml owing And tha Chaudhn 
had no • qualma. about Che BJFs 


cast abuse for the ageing fervor 
PrlM MinJacer. Thia "dahedooP^ 
bowovar, haa tha approval a( tha 
main decttiosi^ makers in die hJP.'^ 


main decirioV makers in die 


4 <Motftioa SftaSm 4r$wn 
LokmI* Jnun PW 17 $Md 


ImiM 

ikt CoBgrwi(S) cmaM tb* Bmii; 
BMdaf. It iMMd to b« i food 
alif to_tbo poUftedoQ ol 

IOfOM> 



ibo 


CM. BMfTOlM prOMSt lo Bottbof 
tbct du mnwl U« or tMr Icitk ia 
> Mod nr unity imoaf oppo oi tioo 
But tbo unity boinf cnlkod 
about wu not bond w ua*lndlnJA 
lu bad boon cba caoo in tho poit. Tbo 
oaphodi WM on dovoloplAf a cobubob 
prufTtBao flnt and tnon y**>f*«f ob- 
out Mrfar. 

tut tbo two you wbkh bora paaiod 
aiaoo tbo Boaboy iBoodnt bava only 
•ooD tbo oppoaiooB loao^ moatly 
•tfoolaf to uM^oo. 

sow uaind ora cbo eppoaition load' 
on today? Tho bmto for cba Chandl* 
laib cdDvudofi baa boon prtoudly 
go f iod by ^ boadbty of Uoaara 
ChfDora thAbar, Sbarad rawv, ilia 
fatnalk and Dovi lol towardi Quran 
|lnfb. In odditloe to thk cboro waa Mr 

towtr« 


Does a man not 


Charan 9lngh axplalnad hla cm* to Sunday on'SAprII 


PaiPir*i bonlUty towtrda Ur Dtvaraj 
Un. Ibo nrow^ doaonoaa botwo ea 
tbo CbouAury and hia fonnar arch 
riral la tbo Janota aororeaant, Bobu 

« ia Raa ana tboir comblBod 
to ino tbo Bbtradya Jonota 
farty also playod 0 roM in docidinf 
tbo W Mia o of ocdon of Mr Chandra 
Bhabhir aad Ur Pbwar. Oboudbury 
Dari Lal'o bolllforaaco towards 
Cboadbunr Cbnran fliifh in tbo pait 
low BOBtna bod also aowod doubts in 
Ua adad about wbothor, at the ilaa of 
dliOibudoo of tkkita for (ho Haryana 
bit MB would bo accoouBO* 

Sio^ 

Confrooa(SK dmtt* 
aobod booB browiof ainco tbo talki 
tloa partioa for tbo 
Jyo Mbba seats be* 

fan la«t Bonth. 

Aftar tba Bnjya SabKa tidi- 
I Bod bow dioMbutod Mrs SoaI» 
rabB Prakasb, Mr Macbu 
aid MBit other loaders 
bold a Boodan In Now Dolhi on 28 
March 1b wMcb (hoy uraod tbo party 
iMdMihlp to spood up the procoai of 
UBlfyfnf cba onnsltkoB. Mrs Sooi has 
booo, for tba post two yotra. sironfly 
•dvoeotiBi: tba Borgcr of (ho Cot^ 
Boao(l) intb tbo JoBOta Party under 
tbo Itadorsblp of Mr Chaodra 


Vfhy did you ofioouoco 
m m roriroBODr froa poij* 

■ m ^bco or this porticuiar so* 
• soar? 

A: Bocauae of my dta* 
fUM with politics. 

<>. Bocouaa of disiutr? Wboi wu the 
orv^ of thii diaput} 

A: Tbo oodm political oarironaunt 
and (ho conduct of poUlkions of all 
tbo portios. iadudliu my own. Tbo 
Qopooltloa partioa, tat rulinf party. 
Wut b^ can 0 nan of sy ago 
wicrtaln about tbo futuro of the coun* 
try wboB alaosi all the loaders of 
abnoot all tho pardoa are bohanna in 
tba aunnor that tboy art doini. I tl^k 
1 «rtU not bo able 10 oo anythic^. I bavd 
alfoody crooaod 79; now not much ttme 
is loft. $oBo of the soBior officers who 
bavo oceaaion to work with me (in 
Delhi) told BU. 'Chaudbury Sobib. you 
sbould bar* come boro ton years oS' 
Ikr/. I also feel that way. 
9<Burchopeopfo who you ore dis^ 
fuated with today are the poop/e you 
noro in 


prechely did you moan by saying that 
jyou would retire trom '^aetive^poli¬ 
ties? 

A: You should know tho diflorenco. 
For example, it does not include thO 
entire public life; t can continue to 
associate myself with the Kisan Trust; 
1 can also continue as a silent member 
of Parliament. 

Q: Poos it mean that you mnt to 
ieare the oreirdenrsii/p of the Lck 

DaJr 

K: Ya^ yes. I have not yet sent in my 
resifnation of the leadership of the 
Lok Dal, but I must do it. And also 
reii^natjon from the leidership of the 
parliamentary parry. But I vnll con* 
rjnua to be an MP, because my mem* 
bership and ny wife's membership in 
Parliament will brin^ us some money 
for our upkeep. 

0: You don7 have money? 

A: Make enquihes from tbe banks. 
When 1 resigned after the Nagpur 
seadon fof the CoB|ress) the amount 
in my bank balance amounted to some 


datud by Cbaudhury Cbaran 
WIcUb tbe ladlan Con 


iMMtbe 

BWrtbu 


nmkbar. 


tew (he Chandifarh cooven* 
tion of the oppoaftion leawrs may do, 
It ia cortiiA mat unity will Dot m oa 
Ibo cards. Tba Irony of tbe opposition. 
Is that bafora evtfy state electlona, 
soosa coirfudoa seems to cr^ up in the 
oppoMtion camp aad the Condrcssfl) 
bwaffts from fhe fi<bt amoru tba 
sppoaMeB partlas. Just before the UP 
IM Bibar AMOOtbly elections In 1980, 
Mr ytaj MaraiB brcue tbe Lok Dal. At 
la 90 laata in UP, tbe saliatar 


mat la 90 laata in ur, tbe touatar 
caadldatas put up by Mr Raj Naraia 
ensured tba dafaat of opposition 


caodMaias aad the tkterv of tha Con* 
irasafi). Now, wbea tbe Coofreaedl'a 
fbaiicei la Ranmna look bleak ,Davl 
Lai wlU split the veta. 

la tba and tba oppodtloA in 
country seems to ba Dia bs 
Mrs bdira Gaadbi 
U 


our 
best friend of 


some ways creered. 

A: (Pause) Is man infallible? I do 
eeiuut mistakes. I have commined a 
mistake in taking this step (retirement 
froa politics) also. I did not take into 
coBSioeradon the reactions of people 
wbo believe in me. 

Q: Was your derisfoa ro retire rery 
sudden, or was it preaiedirsred? 

A: Wlsea I took tbe decision it was 
very firm. ..Yes, it wu a suddeo ded* 
sioQ. I did not cooault any of my 
colleagues. I have been thinking about 
it fM some ciaie. but the thinking was 
cwfioed to myself. Tbe allegati^ that 
tbe CbaadJgarh coavearioB bu any* 
Cblag to do with it is baseless, t had 
ainedy pyen my statemeot (00 retire* 
Bient} to the prase wbeo 1 received a 
letter from Madbu Dandavate ancloe* 
lag 1 stateiMnt with (be signatures 

T ided. 

HW Hit was not the Chaodigarh 
sasflw i^r prompted you to resign? 
A: Tacre is always a awmeot when 
1 ' acL It wu a disgust wfaich had 
building upi (hwe wu ootbing 
particular at this aieBiaat..The squalv 
Dies in my party bare contribute to 
that disgust Wt ooly to a minor extent. 

1 have DM asking my friends to allow 
ma to radre from politics for tha last 
mere dun two year»i they have bos 

allowed me. 

Q: How wW your retirement help 
dean the poUtKaJ atmosphere? 

A: Tbe qucstioQ bafora ma wu 
wither I could contrlbuu asmbina to 
(ha ipltft of the country. I thlu I 
caoDOt anymort; that is still my 
dsliddag. 

Q: T?rera was coofuasoo ortr rbe use 
of "ecdrt* in your statamaat; what 


two ixuodred and forty rupees or so. 
You can atake enquiries for yburself 
(about how much money I have). 

? : Wber IS your beak oalenee now? 
: I do not really know.,.my wife 
probably knows it (we learnt later that 
(he total sum of Chaudhury Charan 
Singh's bank balance came to Rs 
12 , 000 ). 

Q; Jt was reported in The Indian 
Excess today chat you had 

seid that you would rerum ro scrvve 
f^rn'cs tf you had e chance ro become 
m«e Minister again. 

A: There are people sitting outside 
who were (here when I was supposed 
to have said this; find out what they 
say. There was a large crowd; Mople 
were shouting that they wanted to sea 
na as Prime Minister, I must occupy 
that giddr. $0 X said (leughsX "Psnle 
gsddi pe bi^ao, phir msi retirement 
wapas lene ki sochunge (First, put me 
on that gaddi snd then 1 will chink of 
withdrawing my retiremaot)." If out 
correspondeot wants to be such a' 
cheat (as to interpret this bancer in 
such a way) then what can I do? No 
other paper wrote this. 

Q: The Timas of India today 
says in its headline that you 
beYe retumed to poiittts afraacfy. 

A* Today? Anyway, I doo*e subscribe 
to the Tubes of India. 

Q: Why? 

A: 1 know Girllal Jain (the editor) 
wall for the lut so many years, t wu 
disgusted with the kind of aditoriab 
be was writing so I discontinued bis 

K pcr. But 1 believe he Is making up 
' his put mistftku now to some 
exteai Once wbea I wu in VP be hed 
mnnd M N tM. ^ 


C.' 



commit mistakes ? 


tbst he comes from • vilUfe m 
Hsryine. So f (old him then tbet 
pcrups thtt wis wh; be usuelly sup* 
porteo my vievn. He seid yes. Buc oosr 
be hu b^ome s Boabeyite (leufhs). 

AJl (he Delhi etperi ire the seme. A 
month ind e heH 1401 bed in oeceaoo 
to eddress n meeting in the coestej 
regioh of Andhra Pradesh. The esti* 
metes wii between l.S to 2 Ukhs. I 
have not seen the repons myself, but I 
believe they were Quite feir. The Min- 
du hes gme to the eatent of seyine 
(hit Anjelih's eepubion wes bestened 
because Rajiv addressed 1 meetug In 
that area end his crowd was only 
oni'tenth of the crovrd that canic to 
mine. But not a word about ^t in 
the Delhi press. 


fsi* . • 




hi 


Don’t ask about that foolish 
man, Raj Narain. He has a 
deranged mind. As long as 
he was my friend he was all 
right; he has gone mad now. 

Qi Wbae it (he reason for this boa- 
tiUty} 

A: There are two reasons. First. I am 
strongly opposed to the economic phh* 
cies supported l}y the oewspeper prop¬ 
rietors. For inetaAce. if I bed my way 
snything that could bt produced in (he 
small scale would twt m allowed to be 
produced in the big scale...After I bad 
syutned office (in l977) mv frkod fUj 
Marain phoned me and said that a very 
big men wented to see me and I should 
glva him two minutes. T told Rai Na* 
rain ttet 1 have nocblng to do vdth big 
twisted. Thar big mea ha^ 


A: I don't know, t had never sew a 
Birie. (Laughs). The fim QtMdon I 
asked him was hew aimh money be 
had coaoibuted »the CeawMS eke- 
tiee funds (la 1977) Re said, rt^eas 
stt crores. So how can the Coogreas 
govemmeni act against big induenei? 

Q: Wh»t it th* seceoo reason, in 
yoir titw, for cbe heotiffo' of the 
press? 

A: The second is corruptioo. 

Q: Fou aeea dksr jomMiita ira 
cor^? 

How can you ;uir $$y (bar? 

At You know better chan 1 do bow 
they are corrupt. They are being paid 
by eerttio pollckiaos perhaps big 
salaries to boost tbem up, i^es these 
politicians do not have any base 







rx''.'^i?s.x ..i_ 


among the people. Tbeee pohddaas 
have scendmoui cbarecteri, and yet 
there Is not ■ word against them rorli 
cbaracten that in my ^race Ufa I 
would not like to sit mtb them. There 
are good iourealiM too. Per eaample I 
was UBpressed with the talk ] bed with 
the representative of a news agency 
coveriag this story. Twteiy ftve per 
cent of the journalists are honest. 

Q: you cent say (be same/or policf* 
cisM, cao you? 

A: True; among politictaas not even 
2$ per cent are booest. Not 10 per 
cent. Eicept in my petty where SO per 
cent are honest. Jouraelisti always 
refer to me as a /orleader. Why? They 
will uy Aral Benari Vajpayee, leader 
of BJr, Chandra Shekhar. iMder of 

S iiate, BehuguAe. leader 01 DSP—end 
ann SiogA, a /at leader, li that 
right? My oqJ)i quaUficatiott or die* 

S ialificatioo is* my caste. Openly, 
amelesily, dishonertly, they oat 
this.' 

Q: Is cbere any orber poi/kdan who 
bei been such a rfetia? 

A: Ambedkar was cbe fim. And I 
have gone through this for the laai 50 
yean. I met Nehru in 1956 when I wes 
a aunister in Lucknow; I had to see 
him. I usually didn't dance attendance 
on him. After tbatjiwedne I wrote a 
letter to Nehru fron In Anew. The 
bigiesc man of India spe^of yerwad. 
Ana be attended martinis of Kashmiri 

C d!iO. 1 do not speak for die iscg but 
the rural poor, cbe margmaJ far* 
aier, the ruraJ unemployed. 

The ai/agirioa igai^you Is (bat 
you praveerM c^posiiMfl uoiiy be- 
reuse you wa r s ear being aieds chair- 
man m the united party. 

A: ts it to my hanos aloot? Joonal- 
ists will not report my tide of the norj. 
First, whf donH they ask me wbe^er 1 
want to be preddent or not? Second, 
who should ba the preddenc, and how 
Is that pereoQ superics or more In* 
nueAtiaf chan Ckaru Slngk? 

Q: Nhst bappeu to tbo Lok Oof if 
yea roai^ narof 
Ai It Should condnue, akhouib my 


friends sov k will nbondm If I litvg 
the party, when 1 toMi (ho dadilen (te ^ 
retire) I nad counted wliheiii thaccaii 
the reaedoai of people who ballm ii 
Lok Del ideology, net io now mf\ 

proMam. . 

Q: But tho tff^rfm bat bean madb 
tbit you have hreugbr lAoae growls to 
ereart the dram so that you emiW 
fled a way to reruns 
A: Why ihould t omaM this dfiMtl 
should hiva taken at teast tab dgygfp 

S dw crowds. I took the dacUon 00 
alatb and on tha sovanth (he drum 
began. They (dsose oMdu ^ allat^ 
(iOM) are lU liars. In pubfle Ufa, even 
if your ebartetar Is ai lAlie as 
you can’t ascapt calumny. What WM 
the need for me to crebet (his drama) 
Zf I bad not resigned vdurt would biTi 
happened? I baa the power code whm 
I wanted in my party. Kow did tei 
drama help me? Hy meed then we^ 
what is going to come of nty eflcnss 1 
did not even consult my wife whoa 1 
decided to resign. 

Q: And ii your dociiioo irroooeobkf 
A: I meeni it to be so. and avsm 
today I have not decided to revoke It. 
But Dothing very deflalie can ba mid 
shout the tunire. Suppose people bo 
fin to die at my doors; I will rovm lha 
decision at once. Why not? How om 
anyone else have any griavanca about 
tbit? It is a matter between me and wa 
followers and my friands and my gm» 
leagues. Did Menatme Gandhi revekai 
his deasions or not sometiams? Ra. 
went on hunger itrlka in RaUm in 
1940 against (be alecdon of aubbns 
Chandra Bosa, and than ba broka'lt 
saying be was wrong. 

0 : Bur if you are so diigusrad whb 
pontics, bow can you go back? 

A: Well, sbiiU 1 allow my frioods to 
die? Thn so I should not have rew 
ignad. Way should 1 ramaln adamaat? 
iutd does a mao not commit ndstakag? 
In any case, how aro elJ the othaci 
involved in this? Wlw aro they sudden* 
ly so laierestad in Lok Dal and whit 
the Lok Da) loader doaa? Because dmy 
know that my revocation of my rtsoHo 
will turn out advorsely for them. And 
you Journalists say so many 1 

don't care about it 
Q: Will Dovi Lot moko a ditforoaco 
in tho Haryana aloctiOM? 

A: He Will be booted out. 

J r Bur when Faj Santa tidt yoa, bo 
toako a ditfonneo in tbo uPeIsc* 

tjenf. 

A: Raj Narain. Don’t ask about dmt 
foolish man; don't discuss him. Ha has 
e deranged imod. As long as he was my 
friend he was aO right; ha has apoe 
mad now. (laughs) u any cue, Devi 
1 ^ will not tit any votas. The list 
tima he stood with rds own pany, ha 
conteMed from two conitituaiicias and 
lost in both. Two of his eons centettad; 
they loat. Hsar ke that baith ka. Davi 
La] wUl lose bis o^oeit. 

IS 



Madhu Limaye^s 
Letter To Morarji Desat 


In Nimmter iMt year, MorvjlDeaaioritloiMd the unity moTMamoii^tlM 


atontthenewimlQr. TUa provoked Madhu Lbn »0 to write him a long latter. In it 
the Lok Dal leader goea over the whole hlatory or the Janata period and the main 
laanaa that divided and eventui^ broke thepa^—ita mlnlatry maklimih larr* the 
Kantl OAal oontroveray» the R88 queation, and &e long feud between Charan Singh 
and BCorar}! Deaal. Madhu Linaye aaya that Morarjl pwiari arrogance and 
aelf-rlghtaouaneaa were aa muoh reapo n alb l e aa anythhig e)ae for the i*^tTifttr that 
the Janata experiment turned out to be. "nie following la the full teart of thia hitherto 

unpubllah^ letter. 


17, W«»t«rQ Court, 


N«w D«Uu 110 001. 

November 20, IMI. 

Deer Morerjibhai, 

I bad (bought of writioa (q you at (he 
end of Uii year end Md, in fact, 
prepared i draft. However, 1 decideo 
to wait lor tome tine more. 

ReceniJy, Biju Peinaili and Rabi Ray 
met you and they repwted to mo on 
itbolr diicuMiona with you. 1 alao got a 
voraion of your eichaogo with 
JawiA Patol through ChimanbhaL 1 
think you faavo been miaiAfonned ah’ 
out Baay points. I never expreaaed the 
view tbit you should be retired. I said 
exactly the opposite. I alvra^ (old my 
Moods (hai attodipts sbould be made 
'to obtain your cooperation ond advice, 
i therefore think it would be amo^* 
ate for me to piece my views Wfore 
Vou now. I do not expect that you 
would igrtc with me on all the Minu. 
Neverthekeas, I hope that you wul mve 
the matter e second thought, and re. 
view the past dispassionately. I under* 
stand chat the oationai council of the 
Janata Fai^ Is meeting at Ahmedabad 
sometime in December. If you adopt a 
positive stand, progress can be made 
towards reum/kenon on an honour* 
able beajs* _ 

OivMbif oe the Mtatee 

^,,1 , am. I ■^11 t 

1 was told that you comolaloed to 
Rebi Ray about uie dividing up of 
siatea between Jana Sangb and BLD 
alter the Jtine 1977 Aseembly ela<* 
doas. You seem to forger that prior to 
she meetiag of the wonting conunitcee 
and in the meeting of the worlcing 
committee Itaell. I ud suggested that 
tba selaction of chief miniaten shotild 
be done through tba conaansus procese 
so that the best men could be picked 
up for these high offices, interne! 
pany comd be preservsd end 

projw rtpreseatatioa for different so* 
dal riasaei achieved. In fact, tba coo* 
senaus p ro peatl waa mooted by me 


even before the election results were 
iAfMunced. 1 expected that we would 
lose heavily in west Bengal and Tamil 
Nadu but would cany the other states 
by comfortable majoririM. 

Under Indira Gaadhi*i dispensation 
all the four maior north Indian states 
had brahmin cnief ministers and the 
other two states else had upper caste 
chief ministers. 7101 certaiuy did not 
make for social harmony. The 
awakened kisen and backward com* 
munibes would not have tolerated 
thii. Cbaudhwy Chvu Singh. Chan* 
dra Shekhar and others agroed to 
my suggestion. It wis you who vebe 
mcntly opposed it. You fortot that the 


mcntly opposed it. You forgot that the 
leader of the Janata peruarocotary 
party itself bad Seen cbom by collect* 
sag the coasensua. I repeated the prop 
oaal when a meertni cr the top peemie 
WES held at your residence the day 
tfter the workinn coaunittee meetinn. 


Monrji rmponmbie for /uMte 


its 


r 
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Again you rejected my suggestion. It 
was then that I drafted the^ground 
rules for holding the elections which 
were approved by you all. 

When the consensus proposal was 
rejected, various elements inevitably 
cried to fonn alliances. Even so we 
succee^d in bavini unanimous, alec* 
tions in Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, 
Delhi and Oriu*. TM 1977 election of 
BLD chief ministers in Haryana, UP, 
Oriasa and Bihar only reflected the 
realities on (be ground. The lubse* 

S pent Lok Sebhe and Assembly alec* 
ons in 1980 have again co^irmed the 
pattern. Similarly, m the four areas 
that then had Jana Sangb chiaf minis* 
ters, BJP even now continues to be the 
dominant opposition party. What was 
then the basu for your complaint? 

It waa Chandrabnanu Gupta who 
suppMied Ram Dhan’i candidature in 
UP. The local Astmearh rivalry be* 
tween Ran Naresh Yadav and Ram< 
Dhan thus came to be "nationallied.*' 
In Bihar the unfortunate conflict be* 
rween Rarpoori Thakur and Satyendra 
Narain Singh, which vitiated (he 
atmosphere in the stete and exacer* 
bated the caste conflicts, would surely 
have been avoided if ywi had shown a 
little imagination in picklof up your 
cabinet nominee from Bihar. You 
could have taken Karpoori into the 
central cabinet and sent Satyendra to 
Bihar or you could have done vice 
versa. Even Jawaharlal Nehru, whose 
popularity acknowledgedly wes 
second only to that of Jdahatma Gea* 
dhi, often resolved state rivalries in 
this way. *• 


lS77f IHss> wUh 


To be disy with aueceaala a common 
ftUlBf. The newly formed JaonmPtf. 
ly wes no excepdoa. The victory hi the 
Lok Bebhi elecdoa turned ite handl 
of the* leeders of im weak 
Weet Bengal and TamO,,, 





j«nat« rxiined (he afmoi^at P. C. 
Chundef uid I had nagoriaced with eha 
CPt(MK Bacauta of tma boc oaljr West 
Bengal but Tri^rm was also lost ^ the 
Janata Pvrv. F. C. San and C. B. Gupta 
sabotaged ine airaetBent under which 


Janata Pvrv. P. C. San and C. B. Gupta 
sabotaged ine agraecBant under which 
we would have secured S5 per ceoi 
seats. The local Janata leaders soealy 
exaggerated their own strengH) and 
brought a disaster on the party. 
Alchough you peopla bad sent me lo 
West Mngal to talk to Jyoii Basu, a 


sopla hi 
talk to 


West Bengal to talk to J^ti Basu, a 
‘denonstratiOD** was held against tne 
outside the party office in Celcuita. 
You did nothing to restrain these turn 
leaders. In Tamil Nadu also you chose 
to ba guided by P. Ramachendran. 
Both Tamil parties were aiuious to 
have an alUance with Janata We 
spumed their offer. If DMIC ww a good 
ally for Lok Sabhi elections, why were 
they not all right for the Asaembly poll 
which took inace only three months 
later? Again it was namachandraB's 
plghaadedness which cane in the way 
of an agreement. Ultimately, your con* 
fidant in Tamil Nadu loineo the Indira 
Congress. You could nave prevailed if 

S u Hid taken a firm stand in May 
77. In Jammu and lUshmir also the 
poiiibility of en understandtng with 
Sheikh Abdullah was scotched by your 
emisiaries. They misread the mood of 
the poeple thve. It was, however, 
gratJyina for me thet you stood firm 

a tinst tne propoMl to postpone the 
action mooted at the meeting of the 


ig the 
Board.) 


CPB (Central Parliamentary 


MoMPiPt raMftet 

formation 


1 had my first private nseeting with 
you at your South Block office, the day 
after you took the oetb is Prime 
Minister. We agreed that first a amaU 
cabinet should oe sworn in. A list was 
drawn up. consisting of Charan Singh, 
Je^ivan Bam. Ataf Behari Vajpayee 
and representatives from other parties 
and groups, including one Akaii. That 
day you went so fw to tell me chat 
there was no need to take enybody 
from Congress(O) since you were 
already tbm. 1 said that wa no longer 
ragvdad you v a repraaentatlva of 
CoDgrtaa<0) but leader of the enrlra 

K 'iiaaMfieary party. That is why P. 

nachafidrao^s oaaie came to be 
added to the Uat since it was not 
propv to allow tba south to go unrep* 
resentad. 

In tha evening we met again at your 
offica in Pvliameni House and it was 
then decided chat one addirionel mem* 
her each from the conadcuenis should 
ba added sloce Quudligry Charan 
Singh dcatoW chat lUJ Narain also 
should be taken into the cabinet. You 
asked Nana Deahmukh and me to lelk 
le JagJlvna Ram and said chat we 
ceuM alfv him any portfolio accept 
Heme which, yed had told me earllv, 
yen had premlaad to Charan Sin^ At 
jaiJlew Ramb Mace l MmSm with 
to egr ppfj fBr Dafanca for varioue 
fttiafbl.ttcg tochi ito NM gD hara. 


to dtaif with nid* 
•tM is s eoMmoa fhll* 
laf. Tto BRWlj fermad 
Juftto Pmrtjr wu DO, 
osoaptioD, Tto viotory 
In tto Lto Sabto ala^ 
tlofka toread tto hands 
rftto laadhra of its 
wastostnnitsi Wast 
Wanral and Tamil 
Nsdo, 


iheB (although I was with you for 
nearly 40 minutes) that you bad com* 
elated the cabinet. It was JagJivan 
lUm who woke me up at 2 am, asked 
me to come over, showed me the 
Sanuehv Uit and accused us of bed 
faith. Chaudhury tells bm that fou did 
aot take him into confidence either in 
regard to the final list. Evlier you hnd 
said that you did not mind the entire 
sdvtion Mag done by agreemeBt. 
From next day on. you startM tnlkiog 
about PriflM Miaiw*s rights and pre* 
rogatives. 

My Buin criticism against Mrs In* 
dira Gandhi*! handling of the states* 
problems was that sha used to deliber* 
aceJy destabilise the states, and that 
she would Ml let any chief ministv 
strengthen the position of his adsunif • 
tration. Within e space of five years 
(1972*77), Bihar bad three chief minis' 


corrupt (V.K.) Saklechk, Ha 
chief minister with vour suppnt. So 
bad was faia reputation that later bo 
had to he repived bv SundvUJ Pat* 
wa. Was our Janata Party In any wav 
differsflt from Indira in tneso nuctanir 
From the vary boglnaiag you wora 
avono to Haryana, uP and Ub v chief 
ainiacers. You frankly cold ma on a 
number of occasions uat you wanted 
to ebanga them. Tha caop’il pV' 
liameotary bokrd had tran racoursa.to 
tha UAConstiiutionil method of forcing 
the chief minisiers to seek confidaaco 
vote again and again. The lagialararo 
pa^ eonstitucioni did not provide fee 
this. They provided onry for no- 
confidence motions eo be adopted by a 
two-thirdi majority. You went so fv ns 
to call a meeting of the Haryana 
legislatura party at yov reddance, a 
ptecedva unhMrd of in tha days of 
tha undivided (pra-lM) CoofrM. 
You and JagjivM Ram ptef v f sq a 
smugglar asd scoundrel nka Bbajan 
Lai to Devi Lai. You vrould aot evoa 
tolvite tha fovereneni of Btnareal 
Das. 

Th€ Kfwrt 

Soms Joumaliati from Gujant had 

S otested to bm when they saw Kpati' 
eui) by your side at your fim aawa* 


chief minis' 


hi: 


and in Madhya Pradesh she substi 
tuted P. C. Serhi foe Shyama Cbvan 
(Shukla) and again brou^t in Shyama 
in place of Sethi. 

YOU have had long admlnismtive 
expenence and you could have well 


conference. They thought this de> 
velopmaat ominous for tba futuro d* 
our ^venment. 1 speka to you fraaUy' 
abour this delicate matter and rw 








If^Sif k. 


services. Civil servants contemptuous*, 
ly said that aiinisters were \ikf casual 
labour v^ereas they were pemianeoc. 
f was therefore firmly opposed to the 
deattbilisatiOB of our state govern* 
BtfBts. I always held out against this in 
ibe.caBtral parliamentary board. 

DostabiUsacioo, as a matter of fact, 
was begun b9 th^ana Sangh group. It 
wu Kuahatou Thakire who took tha 
lead in repUdog KaillMi Joshi by the 


Ij.. .HDd To^oaotod fDO 

not to toVD Kaiiil M 
jowMRtotant 1 told 
yqp 1WM maWnf thU 
Mfttimmi tommmm I wmm 
latoTMtod Id tto HtoUl* 
iiaotwoor mawornmanU 


assistant. 1 told you that* 1 was 
this request because I was ioi 
in the siabilio of your g oi eram ent. 
You not only did not heod my raquaet 
iMt thereafter harboured e grudge 
against me. In subaaouant moetits 
•averal pecolt approacbed ma from 
Gujarat and Bombev with their com- 
plaints about Kami. I did not glva 
them any Quarter. 1 told them that 1 
was general secretary of the peiiy and 
a»y fust duty was to preasfvs the unRy 
of tha party. 1 thmefora refused te 
take up then complalats. In feci, I 
abstained from active pertldpttloo la 
the Lok Sabha becauaa 2 Imew that If 1 
starred sptaklog out my miad oa aU 
iMues it would Boata ambematiag 
sirutdons for the goremaMat I aoM^ 
died this self*reetnim la the laiarMt 
of perry unity, akhouMt 1 dlaepproved 
of soma acta of commaaloa tM oal^ 
sion on die pert cf our govenuaeat 
I knew ROihlBg about Charan 
Singh'i coTTe s pondeace with you on 
tha Kaad issue. I beard thout dm 
aschangc of letters for the first daw 
from you aad no one else. If he had 
aiked for my advice 1 would have ndd 
him not to raise that iaeue as be was 
your colleague and No. 2 is the 
cabinet. Hare, f would like to recall aa 
important meaciim I had with you la 
your ParlUmeni Houaa office. It was 
probably in ea^ April (1978). You 
had aaked me to see you. 1 04 aot| 
know what you wanted to dlacuM with 
me. That day 1 was havlu IvKb with 
BIJu (Pataaia) aad Biju tSa me ^ailu 
•lao had aa appotonaim wto ybu. 




tnent on the Kanti resolution. 1 pre> 
vailed upon them not to defy the par^ 
whip. Rabt CRay) knows about this 
meeting While 1 value the right of 
dissent I also realise that it should be 
sparingly used. I have never favoured 
it being used recklessly. But the right 
cannot and should not be denied. 

You greatly relied on the R5$ end 
Jana Sengh group in your effort to 
‘*cut Charan Singh down to sise'* and 
to fight people like me. They let you 
down even on the Kanti tsgue. Not only 
this, litey entirely abandoned you sub- 
seouently, dissuaded you from facing 
the Lok Sabha and tnemselves later 
opted for jagiivan Ram. If vou had 
taken a firmTme on Article V of the 
party's constitution in December 1H77» 
the RSS Question could have been 
settled without further controversy. 
But you played politics and tried to 
use them. Other leaders also tried to 
use them to buttress their own posi¬ 
tion. 

For some people the RSS was a 
non>issue during the lime they en¬ 
joyed the support of that group, i was 
consistent m my opposition to double 
loyalties. The Jana oangh people hadi 
.caking the country as a whole, the 
largest share in the new power struc¬ 
ture. I imagined then that they would 
have a vested interest in the stability 
of the lovernmeni and also in consen¬ 
sus politics. Unfortunately (hey be- 
came (^edy and tried (o grab every¬ 
thing. Vou tried ro exploit them and 
they tried ro exploit you. The results 
are there for all to see. Partisan press 
propaganda and elitist prejudices will 
not settle anv issue. In democracy it is 
ultimately ine voters who have the 
two Deputy Prime “X* P** reiecled us all 

rays sought to eou- 19S0, but it is not without sign if i- 
wlhJWYanRin,. ih«t despite the Goebbel’s type 

the ^er. In the pfope»«nd« eieinst us, the Lok Del 
ol 1978 we hid no •*.«*'; Urgeei froup in the 

el kt t.ea« HiiHnv thrc Lok Sibha. In the states It continues to 
t^h,"o^^cein «he foremost oppo^Hon in 
the country. The Hiiyeni, UP, Biher end Orisee. the 
I that you will find states which between them send as 
« Meant with u 1 X 0 representatives to the 

t of Wirt? and go^ ^ Sabha, Without Lok Dal the talk 

about national alternative makes no 
sense. The subsequent elections have 
iccept my advice on fully vindicated my analysis about the 
in deep trouble in relative sirengtb of various forces 
(cially the Rajya within our uMvided party 


Yoa treated me ae an 
enemj because I had a 
mind ii mj own and did 
not agree wlih jron on 
the Kanti (Deeal) ieeue. 


Ton and Jagjlran Bam 



known that ay fun4 wu Boihiag now. 
Mia Gandhi bad touAbi eo locure pu- 
uia of a similar bill ia tba pramus 
Lok Sabha. Her object was lo nake 
slaves out ol MPa. 1 had opposed the 
bill then, and could not take a diffe¬ 
rent stand aiaply because it was our 
fovemment «rb»^ was introdudoa It 
now. ] had no objection to the outer 
two clauses. My opposition was con 
fined only to the clause whidi banned 
conscience votinf and autoinarically 
disQuelilied a member for bis defiance 
of ^ party whip. 

Aa a parn we were coooucted to the 
repeel of bQ$A. Our government dillj^ 
denied on this. Not only this, a bill 
amending the criminal procedure was 
introduce which sought to make pre¬ 
ventive detention a permanent feature 
of the ordinary law of the land. At 
laasT under the previous united Con* 
peM regimes the extriordinary end 
Emergency character ol this lega¬ 
tion was always recognised. In Amm# 
days the law was renewad every year. 
This distinction also your govenunent 
sought to obliterate. Did you expect 
me to vote for this legiilarloa contrary 
to our manifesto? And against my 
conscience? If that is your view, what 
was wrong about Indira Congreesaen 
supporting the Emerget^ resolution? 
To me defMtion primarily meant cros¬ 
sing the floor, opposition members 
joining the ruling par^. Is the Anti* 
Defecuon Commmee (IW), of vrhicb 
1 was a member, J had suwsted two 
effective clauses for curbing defec- 

£ a. One was to provida for instant 
recognition of the party (which 
admitted defectors) by the Election 
Commission. The other was to deny 
ministership or office of profit or 
oucerial benefit to whosoever left the 
party on whoee ticket end manifesto 
he had been elected. These two prop- 
osels would have effectively curbM 
the evil of defection motivated by 
power lust without at the seme time 
suppressing conaciencc vote. But they 
were i^orro by the Congress of which 
you were then a leader. 

eCMlHlOII «f CMIf PCM 


In the period after the 1977 Loir 
Sabha electiotks Tdid suggest adDus- 
Sion of Congress oenbers who were 
prepared to tike a fins stand againat 
the Emergent. After your govara* 
ment suitained one or two defeats in 
the Rajya Sabha most of the meabers 
ol tha working committee, 
your own googsetf, agreed to ay sug¬ 
gestion. suggeetiQii wmi dwecied 
towards ttoochtting the funetiociing 
of our govmnoeat In the Rajya Sabha 
and ifiyttwc the hard core supporters 
of Mrs GaoAl. b tba efforts to fora a 
gorefiuMDi b Gujarat (which had 

S blasebgsk did not the Gujarat 
ta Farty adait late its fold defec-i 
re 4plsrieri tad re^e4«fectors? 
Mmall lAaed so take Qilaait- 
Sm .efLOSh Ma tba JajM 


. ^Chandhqry iMm mm 
that yott not teka 
till Inlo 

otthor. In retard to the 
final llat((tf the 
cabinet). Earlier yon 
had aald that yon did 
^ not mind the entire 
deleotlon balnt done by 
.agrooamnt. From tho 
Host day on yon etarted 
talkint abont Prime 
lllnleter*a lithta and 
prerofauVee. 

was no anti defection lew on the ste- 
rule book. 

You once seid to me that '‘since you 
ere a strong personality and I am also 
e stroBg personality our clash is not 
surprising.'* There was nothing inevit 
able ab^i this. We could have cooper¬ 
ated for the good of the country. In 
fact I ^ered you my cooperation. It 
was yotir self-righteousness that bnd- 
ed you la trouble. In one of your 
SimPAV interviews you have said that 
you are the "oafr* person who did not 
accept pension from Parliament This 
again u an instance of your scU- 
nghteousness. You should have known 
that there are some people like me 
who have never accepted freedom 
fighter's pension nor Parliament pen¬ 
sion, but you choose to live in e world 
of your own end adopt a tone of moral 
superiority towards others. Frankly. I 
do not like this. You know that 1 have 
participated in the fight against the 
Bniislu the Portuguese and Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi. I never offers deferKe nor went 
IS for appeal in Goa. I am not i power 
grabber, and I am free from provincial- 
um and caste feeling. But you treated 
me as an enemy because I had a mind 
of my own and did not agree with you 
on the Kanti (Desai) issue. 

I vmuld be the first to concede that 
yw have cultivated a emtein inner 
discipline and (some would 

call it stoic) wfakb most of our public 
figures lack. I saw you during the 
peet-Kaoarai Plan pwod. Whmas 
men like S. lu Pdefl and others seemed 
abeoluiely demoralised, you were per-' 
fectly it peace with yourself, lo fact' 
you neve always risen in my esteem' 
whenever you uve been out of power. 

lasteed of Maming others, end arro- 
gaatly asking than to apologiae, if you 
nini i bit mon in o o sp ective you will 
realise that lo regard to the tra^y of 
laoeta's disiotegrntioe nobody is free 
mo blaoa, least of all the thin Priae 
Minister, end that the best way to 
sarra cha country is to forget the old 
biReraess. recci^ ^ past'mistakes 
and work together again on the basis 
of conMMUs, mutual accoomodatlon 
■ad goodwill. 

Wlu good wisheSt 

Yosrs siacarely, 
S4/-(Madhe Iia»a^) 








EXCLUSIVE 


How “Dumpy”Ahmed is 
being followed by 
intelligence agencies 



AMtr /lAmed }ook» hmtk tn m# t U^t Mtm 4 


Ever since Akbar “Dumpy" Ahmed's suspension from the Congress (I), and the 
subsequent Lucknow convention of 26 March, he is being continuously followed by the 
Intelligence bureau. Wherever he goes, there Is a car behind him noting his 
movements. Photographer SONDEEP SHANKAR took a ride in Ahmed’s car to find out 
how he Is being harassed because of his support to Maneka OarKthl. In the sequence of 
photographs Ahmed first spots the car, then stops his car, and walks up to the driver of 
the car following him. The men in the other car gulhlly cover their faces to avoid being 

photographed. There are more details in the captions. 
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Is there a 


T here is much talk iheae 
days about a ''new" Cold 
War. How accurate is this 
description? Are we really 
in the middle of a "new" 
Cold War or are we witnessing a 
novel re'dlignment taking place on 
m global scale? In any event a useful 
starting (toini must surely be a 
companion with the Cold war that 
developed at the conclusion of the 
eatremely ,hot World War U. 

The situation after the War was 
fundamentally different to what we 
perceive today. The Cold War rep¬ 
resented a frontal offensive by the 
United States to stem the tide of 
social revolution in Asia. European 
politkSi of course, had been frozen 
at Yalta. The Chinese revolution 
and the offensive of the Viet¬ 
namese patriots threatened to take 
two important parts of the world 
out of the captiaUsr sphere. The 
Cold War turned into a hot war in 
Korea and Ceneril MacArthur 
wanted to cross the Yalu river and 
directly attack Peking In Indo- 
China, the British Indian army com¬ 
manded by General Gracy reoccu¬ 
pied Saigon and held it while the 
rrench moved back and reasserted 
their authority, thus laying the 
ground for a long war. That came to 
an end with the munificent Viet¬ 
namese triumph at Dienbienphu m 
19S4, after which the Americans 
moved in direaly. In Europe itself. 
Stalin kept his side of the bargain 
via-a-vis rrance* Italy and Greece, 
but he could not convince Tito to go 
slow. The Yugoslav partisans made 
their revolution with little help 
from Moscow and paid the price in 
.194d when they were excommuni-' 
cated. The world in 1949-SO 
appeared to be divided into two 
camps. 

Nonalignment was something 
real and original in those days. 
Nehru's refusal to align India with 
either of the big powers bed a 
tremeodous moral impact and led 
to 19B€ to the Tito-Nehru Nasser 
triumvirate offering the posaibiUty 
of nnutiie political independence. 

The old. Cold War bad other coo- 
eequences as well, in the United 
States of Ajnerico, the MacArthu- 
rite ideological terror swept the 
country. Every person holding 
prccresaive views wes investigated 
and purged. Many American dissi¬ 
dents (including some of Holly¬ 
wood’s most talented directors arid 
scriptwriters) left their oaeive 
sborea for Europe. Creative 
thought was curtailed and the 
wltcb-bunters ri^ed unchecked 
for a few years. Tnia mood stretch¬ 
ed to wesiern Europe where thare 
were slallar, tbough muted purgee 


" new " 


Fifth 

Column 
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in the civil service and the cam¬ 
puses. In the Soviet Union and 
eastern Europe there was a new 
wave of purges. All comoiuhisti 
who had shown any signs of inde¬ 
pendence were arrested, put 
through utterly fake and ngged 
rriali and executed. This was cou¬ 
pled with ami-Semitism in a num¬ 
ber of these states. The Cold War 
pressures lasted I ill the Sixties. 

It was the confluence of stn^gles 
in the great veer of 1969 that finally 
exorcised the ghosts of the 1949 
Cold War. The^^e spring, the 
Vietnamese victories, the general 
strike in France, the anti-war oiove- 
ment m the United States saw the 
hands of the people reaching out to 
each other across frontiers. A new 
internationalism was bora. 

Have we returned to the Fifties?! 
think not. A glance at world politics 
shows that all analogies with the 
Cold War are false. Is it the case 
that the world is rigidly divided 
into two competing power blocs? To 
pose the question is to answer it as 
well. The west is bitterly divided 
into two fronts. There is an un¬ 
doubted conflict-'^economic and 
political—between the bulk of 
wesiern Europe (the whole of 
Europe if we exclude Thatcherite 
aberration in Britain) and America. 
The Soviet Union is perfectly well 
aware (rf this division and is cap¬ 
able on offering major coocessiont 
on the European front provided it 
gets a big retuTD. A West German 
withdravw from NATO could lead 
to massive concessnos in East Ger¬ 
many and a new RapaUo treaty. 
Just because these matters are not 
discussed publicly it does not mean, 
that they are not serious optioBs. 

France is providing momay and 
weapons to m embatued regime in 
Nicaragua and its aad-Reagan poli¬ 
cies in central Ainerka. Leading 
Dutch politicians are describing 
ibeouelv^ m *NAT0 diasidencs” 
and there is an anti-American 
majori^ in the Creek partiameat. 
Use onfy real support for Reagan's 
policies is coming from Thamber 
and the Turkish geaertU. The Im¬ 


perialist camp hardly prasmiti Uw 
picture of uailomity. (m the ethm 
side the stxelied "socialist c«sn* 
remains divided. The 94ee4ovMt 


Cold War? 


spilt might ultiniately be healed, 
there are few sigos of it so far. 
In fact the Chinese have followed 
a foreign policy based on the cynic¬ 
al fonnuia: The enemy of my enemy 
is my friend. This has landed them 
with interesting bedfellows: 
Finocbec in Chile. Mobutu in ^a ire. 
South Africa in Angola, Zia in 
Pakistan, Pol Pot in Kampuchea 
and Reagan in the United States. 
Regardless of the immorality of 
suu a policy, it docs make it diffi¬ 
cult for the maniacs to present the 
picture of a powerful "world com¬ 
munism" rolling back "democra¬ 
cy". Add CO this mixture, Ayatollah 
iC^homeini in Teheran, Colonel 

S iadhafi in Ubya and General 
aruselski in Poland and you begin 
to see a curious mosaic shaping 
world politics today. 

The American offensive in El 
Salvador is obscene and disjirice- 
ful They are coUaborating in the 
murder of hundreds of poor 
peasants and unemployed workers 
in this riny central American state. 
The number of deaths over the last 
two years is over BO.OOO and 
500,000 people have been driven 
from their homes. Forty-two per 
cent of the Salvadorean population 
is illiterate and 93 per cent of 
scbool-age children suffer from 
malnutrition. The Americans are 
training the local murderers in 
more ‘^lentiflc*’ methods of tor¬ 
ture. I break into this discussion tn 
insist that what we are seeing Is not 
e cold war on the model of the 
Fifties, but a re^militarisation of 
the United States and the adoption 
of a new forward policy towards the 
Third World. Reagan has forgotten 
the real lessons m Vietnam, roriu- 
utely many people in the United 
States have not. 

This briims me to the lest point 
which needs to be made. The old 
Cold War did not simply freese 
polibes between states^ it made any 
internal o^oaitfon a virtual impos¬ 
sibility. Leek at the picture today. 
Europe ia in the gnp of a peace 
movement of ao uiwecedenied 
cbiracw. MUUons of people are 
marching throughout the cootineat 
against American bases and for 
uallateral nuriear diaarBiment^ 
Sevenry-three per caai of Azner- 
leans are Mposed to Reagan’s 
crimes ia ^ Balvedor. Ceaeral 
Uai^s Ilea are exposed in the media 
twenty-four hours after they easan- 
ate from his Hght4ipped face. War¬ 
ren Beatty's epic film Reds views 
American communiits and John 
fUed ia an lauimily sympethetk 
light and Is a maanve boi-offlce 
encceie. A new Cold War? 1 dM'l 
think eo-M 
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^kkim 


Crown Prince 


without a crown 


Polittcs and tradition combined to defy New E)ethi, report TOOSHAR PANDIT 

and TAPASH MUKHERJEE 


A » ih« body of former Cbo^y 
al, Pafden Ttiondup Nmi> 
gyal. Uy tA »ia(e before 
cremotKMi. two separate 
Telopmenrt were laliiflt 
place: one in public and tbe other in 
srealih behind closed doers. The pub* 
lie conirovenyr was over wbai kuid of 
stale iBourninf wouM be observed for 
the tweUib ChomL A h^len chief 
minister. Narbahadur Mandan. was 
trriAf to sirihe a bulaoce bstwean 
wnat was sanctioned by New Delhi and 
what the People's Committee wanted. 
But the more sipnificani developmeot 
Chat wm takisf place quietly was a 
move by severai MLAs to consecrncc 
the eld^ fwvivuif son of the late 
Chofyal, Wanfchidi Namp^l as the 
neet Chogyal* thus diving popular 
sanctien to the rnmimmthm of monar¬ 


chy which bad been abolished when 
SiUm »-l^aa*si 


state in 1975. 

It all began when Padam l^J 
CunMg, a Revehnmary Con* 

ms (KSC) MLA. heard the news of 
the feniwr Chofyal*} death over bis 
traasiftor radio in his village on tht 
border of Nepal; he felt li& crying, 
Mtmcirtss of his iM meetuig with tbe 
late Cbogyal ia December 1910 
Oin^d bock in hh mind. After e 
pnlimianry ^ of couftesiea> 

the late Cbogyal bad taken bim to tbe 
oe a rb y wbermover ttrinkijtbr 

former ruler bad told him* how he 
wtabed ^kkirn 



Icnsi M much as 
was. Guru^ nodded 
while serving the Indian 
isi^ligeoce bureau (SB), be couM 
never reconcile himself to tbe merger 
of Sikkim wtth India: be Celt that India 
was being hosty aed chat ii could spell 
dssasier. Of course, as long m he 
remaiacd whb tbe SIB be had to go by 
lim polkios of the tovammeni be was 
•arno^ Snt that om not prevenr him 
frem awiBi his views te m superiors. 
Tht remdt: be beoM a luenict. 

Ptnallv. ^lor Mrvh« the SO for II 

E sdmn he demdad to grva up his 
I Hfebmary 1979. at tba age ef 
4 c^m to pelirio. hss wpeiius 


thought that he was actaog foolmhly 
and could never wia tte election be 
was ptoaniag lo contest. But his in* 
simcis told turn that be was doing ibe 
right rhiAg. Within eight months « his 
leaving tte SIB. not oniv Ad be ww a 
seat to ebe Assembly from a censii* 
luency in we« Sikkim on the BSC 
racket, bwt all has eight rivab bad to 
forfeit tbeir so c urit y deposits. 

His instincts wave lelfing hu 
that it was lime be took 
Far away from ibe dio 
of the funtralarepnfaiions. the 
cool and enfcy P. L Cwing look stock 
of the situation. He cakuiated that 
prcKCbogyaJ and anti Delhi sle^ns 
sold wA in Sikkim The sIgM ef 
growing poUtial instability m the 
siaie folkwrmg a venical in sJl 
the poiickal pwtms ovw wtet 
should suppoH tbe sU or tbe new 



did 


in on ibo swgmg sympacbms of the 
p^te fe^tbe^^^^Qiecyol? 

wima P.L. Gmung mes bis party cek 

% E Cm^ a 



her of tbe lata Chogyol's r roc min 
c o un cil and yet it was be who ns dm 
gpesher of mo Lognlorive Asmrnbfy. 
moved tbe bill in April 1974 sooking 
the aboUtion of the ie scit ntisn m 
Oumyal and the merner of tbe king¬ 
dom with India. Then m diwbad Kan 
Umndup Derji on wbeee party ticket 
be bod Men oi octo d to tbe Assembly 
ia 1974 and benme tbe Sps a^ . a few 
menths tiefore the 1979 tAoebem. And 
agala. while all tbe caodidaias of 
Kan*s party lost ia the 1979 slaction. 
EE Cunmg won by switching sidss. 

When P.L Ganmg ca^iM in Urn. 
EE Gonmg was at rim v^ omieBs 

■MTdJftoS 

fresh m his mMocy. As an 
emmeiUor m cte IMS ChegyaPs 
cil dong wdb 
NetALM 



dendk be bad d goed a documcm seek* 
lag istidoa of Jie lodoSikkim Treaty 
of 1950. But he was liter d is owned by 
tbe Cbogyal under Now Delhi's press¬ 
ure. At use same time be was lempced 
by the fact cboi ius astrologers hiid 
predicted a certain metooric riso in 
politica from the age of S3, (which be is 
DOW). Could this he tbe godaem break 
that would launch ibm tewyeur astrts* 
logical cycle of political ascendancy? 
Finally. B.E Guning struck • com 
promise heiw esn lem of Ntw Delhi 
and Ibe assmaces of soottasayari. He 
agreed te go along with P.L. CunuiE if 
he could gaia seme support for Ala 
idess from ibe ruling party. 

P.L Cnrung left his vulam for 
lok Ml 4 FeoTMiT. His ram 
was to find a confidant, mhkk be did 
in Upeba, 36, mi ULA ef bis 
party. When they 
they saw streams of 
into tbe royal monastery at Tsuk* 
lakbang tfbm the late Cbogyal'i body 
lay in state. Tbe sight greai^ oncour* 
a^ them. By Ibe dm* P.L Curung 
returned to bu vUInge on the night of 7 
Februnry, he bad pro gres sed consider¬ 
ably. On that morning be had 
SCO Wangebak Naamw taking a it 
ful oath hafore bis fmndy 
and ckae friends ei the royal 
lery to assume the mantle of tba 
Cbogyal and promisiag te perform tbe 
dmia* sapacied of a ho^ of tbeNam 
0 ^ dyaaso. Ibe chief priest 
mm the rebginui sanction to 
tbe licb Cbogyal. 

After spending a week in bis villagik 
P.L Guning once again went to " 
tok on 14 

Lepeba. Togetber il^ 
lAg for tbeir scheme in all Mriouinqm, 
A tesreb wn» lauAched 
pie in the ntUag party who 
ig wiib them. Tba 
by Ig 

day the last CbogyaTs celTns wm iw 
mbred from tbe Ihfom m dm nwal 
mtmasta^ and Wnngcbnif cnehW 
fatber'r pi 0 s Tbm mmim^ PJL 
Curung awefcb egrly agif h sn d ni 
sHaigbi far tba patocn. wMd bk JBhC 
qidten 


logo 



for ibBM pot^ 

rboweralniriy 

rbawdewSt 




















itnm Mtt m nfkty Ouninf. §. §. Curvnjt Uffxh^ snd SAerM rtfOto 


he rMuriMd to the MLA hvtttf. M 9 
am, he was larryinn with hiai a typed 
shc^ of paper whkh be banded ever 
to B.B. Gurune and Ram Lmha. Hnv* 
1(18 reed ■ few linev. Be. Curua^ 
jumped up trum his scat. He vould not 
puMibly uu tbu documenl ai>d risk 
poinf 10 jiQ. Tbc cociiem was too boM: 
ir demanded a fresh referendum on 
Che merna r and the. ai:capcancc of 
WanpcbuK as the ruler vf Mkim. At 
ti am ibe documeni was relumed lo 
P.L GuruRf sucpeminesomettodifica' 
lions The modified renion was 
brouphi back in die eveninf and it 
received general approval of the peo¬ 
ple supponlna bim. The same mabc 
rhree copies m ii wore typed out, me 
orimnal teiap on a Re ond stamped 
court peper. 

Three weeks after cbe former Choey 
al*a death, ee 19 Febnianr. bis cofnn 
werhrea^ out from dm royeJ menas- 
smy. Pienrinns ru hieh once acaia as 
aameyooM meeinaa to resae Mailed 
ftjhkhartr niriirwl fltfi Irm tfw marr 
armed police qnkkly move d in and 
foiled die attempts, the s ev en Ule’ 
meter distance from the pnince le dm 
royal cremaden croend m Lakahlymna 
was dMdad into low sepmenta, each 
for a district of The last 

if i iMtf t 'h ums aaamaad to >1** west dm 
irici nod P.LTcarvM knew chat he 


heard anythtnp about WaAfchuii's 
possible coosocrarioo later in the 
eveniap? Shcreb Palden said be too 
had beard such rwmours. but srbo 
weald take the latiativc? Nobody 
ve lu nce sr ed. At 12J0 pm a povem> 
moM car cape to fetch eba iroup and 
took them to the palace for the lunck 
offered by the bmoevod fam^ after 
the faae^ ke is die custom. The 
diacaarioo was resumeH at the palace 
diaiak t**it Three rntnit i yr t n)^ P* 
fntmaiina minister. T.R. Sbarma, the 
labour misiaier. Samen Tsbarup. and 
cbe tadumries miniaier. Saachamin 
f kabnn iwm joiaed rte k^up. BB. 
Cmwag too joiaed ia at this jancture. 
Oaoe apnn. r.U Cwrune brondmd the 
topic. He told IXpo limtia ^ai the 
Namcyal dynasty feM been asbered ia 
witfa the cotisecrickw of fhiBcaot 
Namcr^k by throe lamas. Ceuida^ 
they aasame the role of chose Umas 
now? Dmo Bhada lookad tosrards at 
Smaieo Tsbariac and swi id ied over to 
Ttbecmi for a bemf cschMe. Shcrab 


mu' Re sot out for Che tocarinn in 
sdvaace. When the coffin reacbod tkit 
mot at aboot 10.30 am, ^ leat hia 
inouldef for a while im was than 
(wiievod. Ttaniam be s p e eto d finance 
niassier Sberab Raldea ta tba c r owd. 
K ivM eacbanfcd betwomi 

ham and they drifted over to dm 
ssarby bouse tic the undeneeremry in 
he el^Tkm depertmem. Teahi Bhwtwt. 
Seam Ram Lapeba. Coapeasflt MLAs 
rmAp Msdol and Dewiy^ lbwt» 
in^pmidaoi MLA, Dom Bha 
la Mwd pomTlhata was miougk 
M^SdMd, a caacfal of ii-teFT 
who was more Mast dua cbe 


Paldeo. who bad eariiar made bis 
views known, aow sat silendy. Tmi 
p air s of ayes than foewaed on T.R. 
Sbarma wno waa fiddbag with bis 
■paoa and fidpenao la his chair. Afiar 
some baticaden, be said Chat he would 
Uka lo discum w matter with the CM 
before ccmmucrinj himaelf. As be 
eooed IB from his ^alr Dupo Bhatie 
■ ‘ * boA bis hands to ca^ bold 

of Bbmam's coat taut failad. Sbarma's 
himty ratiaa i flashed a rod smaal to 
the miafacan praaent is Aediiuagball 
and MO by ooe thay left cbe palace. 




I nkskya the CbogyaTs pyre 
ras lit m IJOpm lo the kmmttng 
of Che last post, as a fonringen t of 
d voUos bviMd ckcff bssdsp tbeif 
rovmsod. CeyooafI) MLA. DX 
d.wBk^mvMdexhaitfmd He 



anla Tshcrmg whothor they could 
so a hotel and have sometJuaf. 
msr miftitier Ttherint pvrviiadpd 






food p dm pom 
Star e«h« ttAs i 
Vta TdMte M 


hu oicol. be saw Riodmn Wsngdi, the 
late Cboeyal*s soa'in'Uw. waving at 
.him. Ke mx dm table oad wear out 
with Wan^i. Having fiaisbiM bis 
luncb. Thaial started looking for 
TdmrtnA He Marriicd M! ovor cbe 
p^ace and finally locatad Tshariag tai 
the office of the lete Cbogyars ADC 
with P.L. Gofung and soom otbar 
MLAs. limy wore sigaliig a doewnant 
Tsbering asked Thatal if lie would aigN 
it. Tba^ however, folt that before 
putting km signature to it be shoidd 
nave a discussion with Narb^adur 
Kbaciwada wbo bad brought him Into 

K itics. Ahbough Thafal mol quite a 
' leaders of his own parry to cbe 
vidnity Mtodiiig the tsvo geoeral aoc* 
rocariea, Nandu lhapa and Sonam 
Tibsfi/m. he could not lecate Kbatiwa* 


tjva rrom ais o 
s(l) and duwe 


da anywh ere ia cbe palace fompoiinn 
When Tbatal caam back to the 
ADCs office at 3 pm, ei^c MlAi 
five from bis own party, urn CoogrtS' 
s(l) and duwe trim cbe BSC had 
alraadr signad cbe doaimeni. It road: 
*On IM day of F^niary, 19B2. Tibe¬ 
tan rairadir year of Ctayak-Jya and 
Cku-Khv, Che paople of &kkim have 
dodded to offer trodiboosd scarf CO the 
IM co na am iRo d Cfaagyal of Sitkiin, 
Mewing Teniag Topgyil Waonehak 
tiranmlTimml orthrT^‘"'‘‘"»**»n of 


CMftok at 7 PM* Tbatal alsoaffisod 
bis sigaatare on it. Than throe 
octera-P.B. Subba, pcaaitMfiC, All Sik 
kirn timbeo Assedatioo; Cape. 8. 
Yoogda, foimerfy of the lace Cb^al*t 
privute army, cfaa Sikkim Guards, wbo 
IS now gaaBa l secretary of Lhaday 
Tsokpa (a amoks* orgaaKsacioo), and 
JUacheu Waimdi. adviam CO Kali Lbao- 


dap Dorjfs r a c i vod Sikkim Co n gr tss 
also siMod. Tba first s^uture on ibe 


docvmesn was of B.B. Gumog. the next 
was of Cbamla Ti berli^ fouowod by 
ibooe of P.L Gumog. Ram Lepcha, 
Dug* Bhatia, Oowigyal Bhutia, Tilba- 
haottf Umboo. Keti$ Bbutia and DB. 
Tbatal. it took 1S oiinuies lo get the 12 
sigaatureS' The ducuaieni was ready to. 
be prosaaicd at Tsuklakbaog moaas- 


At 3 pm after j laic luacb. Wang- 
lak was ulktiig lo (he Queon Mothw 
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of Bhutin and other di^nitariefi in an 
inaida drawina room at the palace. An 
aide inforcneo him chat a group of 
people wpre waiting for him outside. 
None of the 400*5^ people stirred »s 
Wangchuk stood on the front verandah 
of the palace. It was he who broke the 
ice. *"\^ai am I supposed to do?” he 
asked his aides. Alter a few more 
minutes of silencei a village headman 


came forward frith aJrhada (acarf) and 
placing it on Wangchuk*! outstretched 
arms expressed ms condolence. That 
was the tieginnJng of a proccasion, His 
aides qiiickly lea Wangchuh into the 
drawing room and the crowd, eager to 
present him irhadas, was lin^ up in a 
queue. B E. Gurungand other signator* 
ies to the document had mov^ to a 
corner of the drawing room shortly 


after Wangchuk entered. They ao^ 
their chance at about 7 pm. 
Gurung went to Wangchuk, offeree 
him a ahadi. handed ovar an envelop! 
contaifiing the sl^ed document anC 
mumbled something before retreatini 
to his scat in the comer. 

Ai 9.30 pen, Ku>Ku*La, the lau 
Chogyal's sister, asked if they would 
like to have some tea. They nodded 


'Our monarchy died yoors tmof. 


Chief minister Narbahadur Bhandari tells SUNDAY 


Gon'e you thtnk that a lot of 
v»pianniAg had gone into orga 
nWng the oonsacratton ol Wang¬ 
chuk Afjjngyei as the iSth Chogyal 


by sjv of your party MLAs atone 
yrith some opposition legislators^ 

A: xes. But I had no inkling of it. 

Q How did that happen f Were 
not your j/iref/|ge/ic« people doing 
their work? 

A: They were doing their jobs 
well. But It is very difricult to find 
out whit e few persons were doing 
inside • house. Even the central 
intelligence agencies >were caught 
unawares 

Q: By now wu must have ques¬ 
tioned your MLas, Whar do they 
have to say? 

At Two oT the MLAs cannot read 
end write English They had no idea 
of what was written in the docu* 
menc. The four others ere also not 
rtry bright paople. 

O. Bur isn r it a fact that the four 
MLAs are chairmen of important 
state government undertakings? 
Can rhe/reerjons be expiarned tusr 
iiJre that? 

A; The language of the document 
was too difficult for their compre* 
hension Besides, fiseof the MLAs 
were absolutely drunk when they 
signed. The one who did not drink 
wis earned away by emotion. 

O' Do you really believe this? 

A: You see, sometimes you haye 
to consider the circurosiances. Our 
MLAs are no match for the veteran 
dpposition leader, Mr B. B. Gurung, 
who led the signature campaign. 
They simply wuked into the trap 
laid by him. 

Q: And what was Mr Curung’s 
inteotion? 

A: Simple. Like any opposition 
leader he wants to embarrass me 
and if poeaible. topple my govern¬ 
ment. It is all in the game, what 1 
resent is that he is trying to accom* 
plish his objective at tne cost of 
national security. 

Or Do you feet threatened? 

a: No. Not at all. I am certain that 
X will complete my full terra in 
office. 

* Q: Isn*t it a fact that some of your 
cabinet ministars as well as fmpor* 
rent officers of the government also 
participated behind the scenes.’ 

A: who says so? I don't think any 
of my ministers wes involved, ^e 
work as a team. 

Q: tVTier is then holding you from 
taxing actions gfainst your-party 


MLAs who have signed the docu¬ 
ment? You couid at faast have re¬ 
lieved she four cheirmen from their 
posts? 

A: Since the cberge is of sedition, 
It II belter that the metier be 
handled by the central government 
I have already written a confiden* 
lial letter to Mrs Gandhi on the 
subject It IS now for her to suggest 
the steps she thinks fit. 

Or Don't you think thst the 
monarchists among tha Bikklmeaa 
population are Itkefy to ban tbalr 
teeth after the Initlariee takaa by 
seme MLAs in proclaiMiXg Wang¬ 
chuk Namgyai a$ fie C^oiyef? 

A: I do not know why you press 
people should read to orach into 
such a smfll matter. Why don't you 
go and ask the people whet they 
trunk of the present setup? t tetl 

B u. they arc quite happy with It. 

onarchy died in Sikkim years ago. 
And any attempt to revive It now is 
like trying to bring a deed man 
alive 

Q: But isn't It a /act that you 
fought eleetjons in 1979 and won it 
on slogans of de-merger of Sikkim 
which correspond to tha stand 
taken by the monarchists? Why do 
you think diffeftntly now? 

A; As for the de-merger It Is like 
putting the clock beci. It U not 
possible. I fought the election on 
the slogans tnat the Bikkimesa 
must be allowed to preierve their 
distinct idendty because the elrue* 
tion then so warraaifd. I still 
strong^ feel so. 

Q By merging your party wfeh 
rhe CongrossiS) haranT you com- 
pronusim this pgiitioa? 

A: It was in m pebOc Igtereei 
that I joined the Coamwee(T). Sik¬ 
kim is e sentltiva border state and 
its developittgnt U not poesible in 

flhendarfVhad oa Inkling eftha plan 


iseUtion flM tha fikcianil Main* 
siraen. fietldas, t hive always felt 
that Mrs Gandhi Is the best leader 
that the country ever Bad. It was e 
txwgh dedslOA but as iba leader of 
tha party I bad to tiki ft. 

Qt Are the Mppie e^ Blkhfm hap¬ 
py about this? 

A: Yes, they are very, vefy happy. 
They take pride in jMng Inoian 
citkent Id ckie lulllledged 22 nd 
atateof India. They are happy to be 
able to par^lpata ia tha Indian 




the meiw. hardly MstMik three 
aoeat iuad,to w igMt for the 
pMple's welfare intt yalt wa have 
c budget provtsioa tot over Rs 22 
CToras. Besides we have been get* 
ling funds whenever there is a 
hCM. That li a maaiura Of wnat the 
mergar has gained for the Sik¬ 
kimese. 

Q: We undersrend that the iete 
Chbgyal bed not signed the instru¬ 
ment of merger with India. Now 
with his son conrinufng iWrh the 
same posture how do you think the 
issue could be sorrea out? 

A: f beve already given some 
suggestions to the central govern¬ 
ment. What I fee Ms that rhe govern¬ 
ment of India should dedde as 
early as possible what the former 
ruling family would receive as com¬ 
pensation for the private estates 
takaa over after the merger and 
negetinte a aettlement with the for- 

S ar niling family. In one stroke 
it woulo ranove a lot of irritants. 
Q: Some of your ecrioos after the 
death of tha ronner Chogyal have 
been puasJing the people, ft was 
you who rook rhe initiative in giv¬ 
ing the late Chogyal a grand funer 
aL Than for some inexp/iccbie 
reasoD naitAer you nor any of your 
atuUeters attended the junca to 
which you were invited by Mr 
lYtngchuk Namgyai on the 49th 
day after tha death of tha former 
,Oiagyei? What could possibly be 
reasons for that? 

A: As the former Chogyel he was 
certainly entitled to a good funeral. 
Besides, he was also need of the 
state for a time—the time when 
Sikkim was accepted as an associ¬ 
ate sisie by India Mfora Itsmarger. 
One thing about me iethat if 1 cake 
somebody as my friend 1 can die for 
him If neceiiery. But I can also be a 
bitter enemy if the friend tries to 
hurt me. 





'Sikkim is for the Sikkimese' 


J r W4S a rather busy day for 
Mewang (the highest among the 
people) Tenzing (ihe defender of 
the faith) Topgyal (victorious) 
WangcHuk (all powerful) Sesum (of 
the three worlds) Namgyal (great 
and Victorious). For. according to 
the palace astrologers and vener 
able lamas, rt was on tAis day—the 
49th day after the death of Suck tm*s 
format Chogyal, Patden Thondup 
Samgval—tnat the departed soul 
would visit hi» family again, 
Even as he whs talking to 
TOOSHAR PANDIT and TAPASH 
MUKHERJEE on 19 March, his 
aides kept on reminding Wangehuk 
of the time when he was expected 
at the monastery. Excerpts from 
the inrarvjew: 

Q: What do you think if the 
significance of the document 
signed by the MLAs. consecrating 
you as I ha JJrh Chogyal of Sikkim r 
A They have not cunsecraied me 
■s Ihe liih Chogyal. The suc«:ession 
to the title is iuromavig, the son 
inheriting it after the death of Ml 
father, (t is not something which is 
conferred traditionally. As fur the 
iignifkartce, you will have to ask 
the gentlemen who have signed it. 

C’. What does the title really 
mean? 

A: It is a title given to the ruler of 
Sikkim which means king but com* 
bining both the general and the 
spiritual leaderthio in one title. At 
the moment. thrCnogyari temper 
el role hii been univirped, follow* 
Jng .Sikkim's annecation by iodit. 

Q; Ara you planning to tight for 
tha rights you have loit? 

A: Ai far as the rovlval of the 
Initlruilon of the Chogyal toes, mv 
late father took the itand that ft 
was not what ha wai airlvlfig for 
and I ■iibicrlhff to that. We ara not 
dnina any thing for our panona] 
wtllbeing 

0 if yuur tale father was not 
atnving far the revival of the lit' 
atitutlon of Chogyel, what egagtly 
waa he InokitlgTof? 

A: Ha wanted to bring out the 
truth regardlni tha annaiiiion of 
gikkim and lat iuailca from the 
governmant oi Inoli for tha paopit 
of Sikkim. 


Q: How do you than axpact to gat 
Juatlea? 

At Tha quastion 1 think is 
whathar the government of India 
would five justiqp. If .India bellavai 
that te 11 a democracy^ if It beliayas 
in demoeratic principles, if it be* 
Jleves in the principles of ?aa* 
chsheel, 1 think, it should do justice 
to us. 

(J: And what is justice (or tha 
peopfa of Sikkim? 


At My late father wanted Sikkim 
for the Sikkimese. In a letter to Mrs 
Gandhi he had even offered to 
abdicate if this would improve 
Inao Sikklm relations. I too feel the 
same way. 

Q: What does SiJrkim for the 
Sikkrffiese mean? 

A: The phrase means that the 
true aspirations of the people of 
Sikkim should be ascertained be¬ 
fore whetaver is done here. 

Q: But how can the wisher of the 
people be ascenamed.^ Have they 
alrea^ made their wishes known.* 

A: Ine government of India can 
ascertain it by a referendum. But it 
must be free, fair and impartial. 

S I* What if the government of 
I a does nof concede the de¬ 
mand? What ara tha aliarnartves 
before you.* 

A I think, it it guit« clear to 
ever^ne in Sikkim that an inde* 
pendent Sikkim, in anv case, could 
not survive without the aoudwiH. 
the friendship and the unoersiand- 
ing of • country like India Thai has 
been clear from even before any 
agiiition rook place, it was clear 
way back in the Fifties. We in 
Sikkim know more than anyone 
else how vulnerable we are. Thai 
was why mv late father negotiated 
the Ind^SiVkim treaty with India 
in ISSO providing for eaiensive 
cooperation with India 
Q: Do you have any idee as to 
what extent India‘s poijciet for Sik¬ 
kim might have been influenced by 
tha China factor? 

A; Tha government of India has 
always been paranoid of some form 
of invasion of India from China 

Warunhuk Namgyal. new Vhugyal? 


M 




through Sikkim. 1 have heard the 
view expressed (hat the purpose of 
such i military invasion from China 
would be to gain access (o the Bay 
of Bengal for China and cut off the 
north east India But think of the 
enormous force that China will 
have to mobilise to hold on to the 
terrain from Nathu La to the Bang> 
lidesh border in the plains. Consid* 
er the problems of logistics. U 
necessary India could blow up all 
access roads to the plains. In that 
event China would not even be able 
to take a bicycle, lat alone heavy 
military transport and aouipment, 
to the plains of Bengal. And then, 
there the Chinese wiTl have to face 
the Indian army, the fourth largest 
end one of the must sophisticated 
armies in the world. 

Q: What do you think of the 
present Sikkim government^ Isn't 
It a fact that the presenr chief 
minisrer. Mr Narbahadur Bhiindarj, 
received hoih muiiey and moral 
support from the Ute Chogyal dur¬ 
ing I9T9 elections^ 

A: I can assure you that we did 
not financially support Mr Bhan* 
dan's party; neither have we met 
Mr Bhandari since he became the 
chief minister. The coniention. the 
speculation is, therefore, baseless. 

Q: In any case. Mr Bhandari had 
fought the election on (he slogan of 
de*merger which, by and large, fol¬ 
lows your line of thinking. 

A; As far as de*merger is con* 
earned the idea itself is not Impor* 
tint if only 1 think of it. It is a 
question of who alse thinks of It, 
Whether the people in genaral in 
Sikkim genuinely feel mat there 
should be • revet I Ion of some sort 
or other to pre*7!> itaiua. That ii 
the Important thing. It (i aoi a 

S riilon of what one individual ia 
nking. • 

» ■ And what do you think ire the 
irms of iha people? 

A: fihlnk, wheiher t aay yei or 
no. you will still have in find It out 
for yourself, 

Q: Are you rAfnk/ng of opening 
e dia togue with the go vernmeni m 
India on the situation In Sikkim? 

A- Thai dapindi very much on 
how receptive the gevernment of 
India would be. I em not averae to 
diseusiiona. 

Q: Has there been any indfetrfon 
that the governmant of India Is 
willing to talk? 

A: So, none so far. 

Qt Doni nu think that tha Inltia^ 
tiva for djscuaslons should come 
from jvu? 

. Ar Hot neeeaurily. India has not 
gained enything by annexing Sik¬ 
kim. Her image as a leader of the 
Third World nes greedy suffered 
because of this. 







T«a was served. A HtrJe later Capr. 
Rnland. the former Choral's AC^ 
inquired if they would like to have 
some drink). Three In the grouf^Ram 
Lepcha, D.B. Thatal and Dugo Bhu* 
tia—were ceecutallers Tshenng had 
already left. So five MIj^s had a buttle 
of Black Knight whiaky. Later, two 
others—Capt Yongda and Kalaang 
Gyatsh<^joined in. It was then that 
l.B. Subba. another CongresstI) MLA 
and the chairman of the staie*owned 
Isikkim Nationalised Transport, 
walked in to present a k/iada to Wang* 
chuk Dawaeya] Bhutia caught hold of 
him and 4old him to sign the document 
before presenting the khada.I.B Sub¬ 
ba dtd SG on the duplicate in P.I., 
Gurung^s possession. And after he pre¬ 
sented the khjJ^ he was led inside' the 
palace by Capt Yungda to put his 
signatur'^ on the original document 
which, however, coula nor be located. 
That Is whv the original document 
carries the Signatures of only nine 
MI.As while the duplicate hat ten 

T he chief ministei first received the 
news at around 9 am on 19 Febni* 
ary. Early on 20 February morning the 
CM summoned the advocate general to 
his residence to find out what legal 
•iction could be taken against the sig- 
niiiories. Tha advocate general nvi 
the CM in the evening and told him 
that if the original document could be 
retrieved the signatories might be pro* 
secuted lor sedition, for t^ich they 
could be sentenced to seven yean in 
jail and aUn fined. Together they then 
went to the Rij fihavan and continued 
rheir discuvsiuns with the Governor till 

f ast midnight. Their discussions were 
reuuentlv interrupted l>y calls from 
HM's secretary P.C. Aleiandtr making 
inquiries about the developments. 
Earlier, during the day the CM had 
alsu summoned those of hia party 
MLAs who had signed the document 
and told them that if they could bring 
hack the original document their sins 
would be forgiven and forgotten. 

The stillness of the late night at the 
palace was disturbed only by the hur¬ 
ried footsteps of Chamla^^shering. He 
broke down in tears as he begged 
Wangchuk to return the docuihem. 
Wangchuk. however told hun that he 
would return it only if all the signator¬ 
ies came in a body and asked for it. 
And, of course, with it hi would also 
return the khadts which the signator¬ 
ies had presented him. Tahering could 
ImmedliteJy see that it was almoet 
Impossible to get the document beck. 
Pirat, even If all the MLAi wgntad U 
beck, three other slgnatorlti who had 
signed the document with thtm were 
not likely to make common cauae, for 
the simple reason that althar rhay 
wera related to the royal family or 
very close to It. Becundly, avert if all of 
them agreed to ask for tha document, 
they could not possibly tike beck the 
Jriladai Withdrawing e khada (i as 
much an insult to the parson who has 

f reaented It ai It la to the person who 
II racilved It. 

The next morning. B B. GuruDg. P.L 
lUm Upchi ceUed on 


The Governor's parallel 
power centre 


T here was a tiina when the chief 
minister. Mr Narbahsidur than* 
dari and the. Governor. Mr Komi 
J.H. Talyarkhan. wero lika two 
sides of the tame coin. It wai Ur 
Bhandari who, with tb# help of 
former Maharashtra CM. Idr Antu- 
lay. had got Mr Talyarkhan 
appointed es Governor of Sikkim. 
And Mr Talyarkhan was greatful. 
Those were tne days when he never 
missed an opportunity, vithar in 
private or in public, to laud Mr 
Bhandari His public ipeochos in¬ 
variably ended with the slogan; 
*'Boh Bhandari kx jai.'* which he 
asked his listeners to shout after 
him. Mr Bhandari too reciprMited 
the admiration. 

But this honeymoon did not last 
long. Soon the Governor, who is a 


politician in his own right and prob¬ 
ably nurses ambitions to rise higher 
to curry favour with Mrs Gandhi, 
started treading on the chief minis¬ 
ter's corns. Now (he new slogan: 
**fadira/x ki jar has replaceiMtU 
earlier one. 

Evidently, the Governor has 
taken it upon himself to project the 
central government's and particu¬ 
larly Mn Gandhi's image to the 
people of Sikkim. In the process, he 
also appears to be buudihg up « 
parallel power centre with active 
encouragement from New Delhi, 
there are reasons to believe that 
New Delhi has more faith in Mr 
Talyarkhan then in Mr Bhandari. 
Little wonder (hen that the Sik¬ 
kimese almost believe that they 
have two chief ministers. 


Wangchuk who told them of Tshering's 
visit. Wangchuk also informed them 
(hat (he document really did not mean 
much is it could hardly get him hii 
kingdom back. Tha callers, however, 
reiterated that they stoc^ m him for 
whatever it was worth. Then ?.L 
Curung asked if Wangchuk would ever 
part with the document. "Only if my 
dead father comes alive," was hli 
reply. The trio left the palace fully 
assured. 


Meanwhile, the CM was desperately 
trying to get hold of either the original 
or the signed copy of the document. 
After Tshenng failed to aecure it he 
pressed a number of hit mmlitera and 
some of the bureaucrats having links 
with the palace, into tha job New 
Delhi was WathiJig down his neck. As 
a stopgap artsngement hg deputised 
one or nis MFs. Pahalman Suboa. and 
hiB minister for scheduled ceites end 
Kheduled tribes, Lhq<hen Comeben 
Rimpuchi, to secure itetements frOm 
the party MLAs- recent inj the docu¬ 
ment (hey had signed. By 2^ February, 
(hey accomplished the task aiaigned to 
them. Five of ^ MLAs signed a 
statement saying That they were drunk 
when they signed the document that 
B.B. Curung presented to Wengchuk. 
The sixth MLA, Thitel, however, de¬ 
clined to algn the itatement on the 
plea that being e teeioullerhe could 
not poaalbhf aey that he was drunk. 
Pahaumin Bubba ratumad to Dolhl on 
2S Fabrugry carrying with him tha 
ititament ifintd by fiva MLAs. Bubia-' 
quently. on 2$ Fabruary. Tnatil gevg 
•kplanation to tha CM In writing. U 
waa almpla: ha had alined tha d^u- 
ment without underiiandlAg Ita im¬ 
plication!. Nona of the explanwiani 
aatiified Mrs Gendhi but that wartha 
bast she could have under tha efr- 


cumitancea. 

With the budget lasslon of tha 
Aaagnbly be^ttmlngen 16 March, CM 


Nerbahadur nhanmiH h»d. oa.. 


option than to sweep ihe muiier under 
(he mil. He also knew that there are 
quite a few among his party legislatori 
who had been gunning for him and 
would deierr him when ihe opportun 
Ity arose.* Mrs Candhi also uoei not 
want this government to fail. The 
simple reason Iwing that It will mean 
not only the eiit of. yet another of her 
party's auvarnnwmv but alsu the en^ 
of tne Congressd) in Stkkiin. 

There i:an be no douhl that a lot of; 
planning had gone into what seemed 
to be a sponianeous act of signing the 
document by the MLA:t to consecrate 
Wangchuk as the Dih Chogyal. Tha 
choice 111 the signaiories is sigmlicant; 
they represent all the maior communi¬ 
ties in Oikkiffl—the Nepalese, Bhutlas, 
Lepchis and even the dominant sec¬ 
tions of the tichedulvd castes. Also 
noteworthy is their number. Only six 
are from the ruling party—just enough 
to give chief roinisier Bhandari sleep¬ 
less nights bu( not enough to put (he 
opposition in power. 

But there IS more to it than what 
neats the eye For instance, who 
drafted the document ? None of the 
MLAs who signed it aopgar to be 
knowledgeable enough for the job. 
One haara all ions of names in thip 
connactlon, from T.D. Densappa, an 
advlMr to tha former Chogyal. to tha 
home secratary Jigdal Dansappa, to 
establishment secretary Taihi 
Chuaphel. to the finance sevretury J 
Xunsung Sheril>. to the late Chomri 
frlgnd and legal adviser. Bhu- 
vineswarl Xumarl. But these lemaln 
mara conjectures. Tha hidden hand 
has net bean ravealad. Those whn are 
actually In tha know uf things hava 
sworn to monaaiic slUnca Says F.L, 
Curung: "You tear up mv skin and 
pour salt and chilli powoar on tha 
wounds but tha sactati will never be 
revealed." One can safely predict (hat 
a long, hot summer is ahead for tha 
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The leaning of India... 
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Iran humiliates Iraq 


DAVID HIRST reports from the Iranian battlefront 


I riq hfls suffered its most du< 
esrrous and humiliaimg reverse 
of the IS month Gulf war Colonel 
Hussein Saadi, commander of the 
Iranian First Infantry Brigade, 
says tbe Iraqi army is broken as a 
fighting force, and it could only be a 
matter nf time before it was driven 


from the remainder of Iranian terri* 
tory. The colonel was briefing foreign 
correspondents at his headquarters, 
west of Desful, in the central sector of 
the front. They were there because, 
having banished almost (he entire *'im* 
periahsi'* media as purveyors of Sata¬ 
nic untruth, the Islamic republic*! 
ministry of guidance decided in the 
end of March that it needed them back 
again. 

They were there lu verify Iraq's 
version of Iren's grea> Fetah offensive 
(that it had been checked with mimm> 
a) loiiei) was a pack of lias. President 
Saddam Hussein Is now conceding that 
hii Fourth Army has been 'rear 
ringed.'* In reality, as we were able to 
see from visits to selected positions 
and a helicopter tour of most of the 
from, this rearrangement was a rout so 
swift and complete that even senior 
commanders, onliged though they are 
tu attribute all victories to the will of 
God. really du seem to perceive a 
miraculous ouaJity in this latest and 
greatest of tnem. 


The Fatah offensive began et mid 
night on Monday 22 March. Everyone, 
including of course. Saddam Hussein, 
knew that something of the sort was 
coming to mark the Iranian new year. 
That is ihe mullahs* way. So the only 
surprise the military commanders 
could achieve was tactical. But that 
wavm<..e ihan enough. The ohjcciive. 
according lo Colonel Saadi, was to 
destroy the enemy in the central sec* 
tor 1n«re. in the initial advance of 


tion. Owing largely, it seems, to deli¬ 
cate relations oetween the regular 


cate relations oetween the regular 
army and the Revo hit iopary Guards. 
Khomeini loyalists, the commanders 
are curiously reticent about how it was 
accomplished: how attackers managed 
to overcome defenders who rnay have 
been superior in numbers and certain¬ 
ly in equipment. The key factor wjs 
undoubteiny the same as u has always 
been: moraie. 


in the initial advance of 


Youngsters who are ready to clear 
minefields by simply walking into 


September ISHO. it had ground tu a 
halt lust short of the Kharkhe river. 


halt just short of the Kharkhe river, 
about \(i miles inside the mtematjonal 
frontier. The 40.000 men deployed 
there, he said, were the heaviest con¬ 
centration on Iranian soil, strongly 
entrenched in gently undulating gras- 
ing land that merges into the flat 
deserts nf southern Khuiistan. 

Saddam Hussein is suppoMd to have 
boasted that if ever the Iranians recap¬ 
tured Site S, the high ground midway 
between the river and the frontier, he 
would give them the golden keys to 
the ciry of Bathded. Within five hours. 
Colonel Seaoj said, his assault force 
had broken through much of the Ira¬ 
qis' first line of defence, an 60*km 
■yitem'linked trenches and dugouta. 
and within e week they had liberated 
some 3.000 sq km . captured tS.OOO 
men, killed aeout 6,000 and seised e 
vast arsenal of weapons and ammuni- 


them to »hciiit» of 'God is great'-^as 
(hey did 4 few months ego ai Boston^ 
are a phenomenon for which few 
armies, let alone Saddam's, would 
have an answer. Apparently such self- 
sacrifice was not called for this time: 
the Iraqis* morale had fallen so very 
low. Tneir frontline troops had 
evolved techniques of surrender which 
evaded the vigilance of the Ba'ath 
party loyalists whose task it is to ihoot 
would-be deserters frum the rear. 

At Deiful, about 1,000 Iraqi prison¬ 
ers were weiring transport to Tehran. 
They were composed substantially of 
reserves and vulunteers—a random 
sample shed a revealing light on the 
Ba'aihist B* much-publidsed recruit¬ 
ment drive of recent months. There 
was a graying portlv deputy director uf 
irrigation, astemiblv a member of the 
People's Army who had not held a gun 


A young iranfen boy hoidi mu tutomtttc rifle as he hefps to guerd Iraqi prisoner* of wer in Dttful which Ittnitn force* 
receprured recenily (row the ireqi* in rhe Cuff war. TV franjen Som ^ency which provided the photograph Mid rhni ih« 
young hoy we* one of ihe many who volunieered to Join the iren/en retee* to fight $g$inst Iraq 
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fpr t 4«cid6. A footbtU co«ch wt* in 
thn fame predicament. Aa for the 
"Arab Brttade.” about 100 of cheae 
were placed in a froup apart. They 
Included two Lebaneae Dnuea, one « 
whom had been taken from a buUdiof 
lite a week before, and tha other as he 
aitived at Baghdad airport. Darwich 
Shabidah. who had received all of two 
da^s* military trainlna. bee|ad 
Leoaneia camerameo to teQ hii family 
where bis prised Iraqi ‘*work permit^ 
had |ot him to. 

There hed aJwaya been two Iraqi 
diviiioni in the Dexful area, Iranian 


officers seid It was apparently by such 
methods that they nad been hastily 


raisedi numerically at least, to the 
equivuant of four. Hundreds of the 
prisoneri* unluckier comrades still lit* 
car the battlefield. Thouiends more 
have already bean buried where they 
lay or—a symbolic few—in the Ag|reS' 
sors* Cemetery. In the positions they 
once occupied, Ulemic militiamen, 
armed mainly with Kalashnikovs, out* 
number regular soldiers. Ac the first 
sight of foreigners they bellow their 
ritual slogan, "Death to America." or 
new ones that reflect the arrogant 
pride of victory. "If Khomeini would 
allow us, wa would fight a)l the armies 
of (he world." Thev are raring to go. 
For the enemy still occupies • strip of 
Iranian territory, apparently without 
much military significance, from 
which he keeps up a futile, desultory 
anillery pounding of the new Iranian 
frontline. 



There's more Iraqi than Iranian 
hardware on the battlefield, and more 
of that abandoned tn working order 
than destroyed in action It is Minting 
in all directions, evidence of im cam* 
plete confusion to which, acording to 
Colonel Seedi, the leaderlesa troops 
were quickly reduced. Irenien an* 

f .ineers are assembling hundreds of 
raqi tanks, ennourad personnel car* 
rierS; and heavy guns. Xi^i*buUi roads 
facilitate their task. Apart from a few 


tanks, the Iranians’ heaviest weapon 
•aems'co have been jeep*mounted re* 
coilless rifles. It was with these, 
accord!^ to one officer, together with- 
wire*guiaed missiles, rocket*propelled 

G nades and soma tirpower chat the 
nians made up for an overall diipar* 
Ity of tank strength of five to one in 
IfM’s favour. 

Ine Fatah offensive cleerly renks as 
a kind of apothaoiii. Such skills and 
sophisbettad weaponry as cha rem* 
nanta of cha Shah's army still poiaemes 
were fuaed with the ewesome, exalted 
valour of Khomeioi'i Shlaite “Si^diera 
of God” into i deadly hannorw which 
eKiped them during the domestic 
power smigglM of the Beni Sadr era, 
With the Guu war shifting so decisive* 
]y in Iren's favour, the question arises 
is to how Khomeini proxies to end It. 
Ihere will now be e pause as political 
and military leaders digest their latest 
success. With Seddam Hussein’s reg* 
ime in such peril, strictly milUiry 
considerations could cake on Immense 
political and strategic liinificance for 
the whole regioo. u Saddapi Hussain 
does not withdraw unconditional^, 
will Iran be content to confine the war 
to its own territory? Colonel Saadi 
seemed unusually confident, for a 
mere technician in the service of the 
Islamic Republic, chat it would. But 
the mullahs have shown that they are 
capable of acting on chair own high 
rhetoric. And there is ciik of moving 
on tha holy Shiaica city of Karbala. 
By 4rranqeiT«m with me Guerdien 











THE WORLD 


Nancy Reagan 
does an old number 


UNstaH 


agitated 


Theory on 
crucififadon 



Mrs Nsiu'v Amur 

iL’tin firM Indy, prnnicrl ns mss 
ihu ^lajKe of the HlUon bo I* 


2r<M»m in Washjnfit>^< dressed 
in basAy irousvrs, yellow 
boms and a large feathered 
bar This was a( the annual 
dinner nf the exclusive Cirdir* 
nn club ai which people ^ 
skits on famous personal!lies 
uf Che Washingcoq establish¬ 
ment. The first lady did • 
parody on her nsvnrinuch 
publicised and highly crilr 
cisedj expensive tastes. Mrs 
Reagan, who was an actress 
before she married fellow 
movie star, Ronald Reagan, 
apparently did this in an 
aiteiiipr i<i arrest her increas* 
ing unpfipularicy which—rt* 
vent pulls show— 1 $ growing. 


Who will pay for 
nuclear clean-up? 


On (he third anniversary of 
che accident at chc Three 
Mile Island nuclear pJani 
III Harrisburg USA. ihe row 
uver whu is to pay che massive 
SI.WO million bill for the 
cleaning up operation con¬ 
tinues and me operation itself 
has slowed down (or lack of 
funds. The owners, General 
Public UtiUcicSi were paid 
$300 million by thvir insurers, 
and are now claiming the reft 
from the US government on 
the grounds that it is a nation¬ 


al problem. So far. (he half • 
million Ballons of radweetiee 


About 3,100 staff members 
of the United Nations in 
Oeneva have threatened to go 
on strike demanding better 
workirig conditions and rela- 
tkma with the UN manage¬ 
ment. Recently* I.SOO staff 
members staged a protest 
meeting in the Palais oei Na* 
lioiis reminiscent of (he long 
strike in the UN in 197? 
**Morale here is very low. The 
whole thiiw is on the point of 
exploding, a staff member 
said. There is no fUed career 
structure for (he UN staff, 
and im increasing tendency (o 
bow to government pressure 
for top appointments. Most of 
the you^ professionals are 
on throo month coDtrocti. The 
new s ocTotniy gontral, Javes 
Pores do CueUar* is vliiting 
Cooeva soon In an effort to 
pactfy the diagrentled staff. 


According tu a new theory 
on the crucifixion, expounded 
by (wo Roman doctors, Jesus 
Cnrist nuffered a heart snack 
in the garden uf Coihsemane 
and succumbed to that during 
his crucifixion. Dr Luigi 
Malantrucco und Dr Gaetano 
Delia Site claim that Jesus 
experienced the cunaitlon 
known as slow or delayed 
heart attack (haempericar* 
dioK brought on perhaps by 
the know^dge ihai he was 
about to he rayed, which 
would make ilself fell only 46 
to 49 hours later. This is 


roughly the period between 
his visit 111 C^ihsemaho and 
hii death on the cross. This 
theory, published in the 
Jesuit review Civilta CattoU- 


ca, challenges the previously 
held view tnsi Christ died of 


million gallons of radioactive 
water around the reactor has 
mostly been pumped out. bur 
the building has to be dccoa- 
taimnated and, though no one 
knows the extent of the dain- 
age to the reactor itself, some 
experts think that It may he 
greater then present esth 
mates. And, accordii^ to a 
new discovery,the radioacHve 
life of nuclear waste, which 
was thought to be 90 yeac% 
can be as much as 20.300 
years. 




held view tnst Chr 
asphyxiation. 


Briefly 


Big budget 
deficit for 
China 


Carlos 

masterminds 

terrerUm 


Hanoi admits mistakes 



Tbe uitemaiional terrorist. 
Carlos (the JickalX has very 
cloee Uoks with the Corsicsd 
Liberation Front, according 
to (he West Gerinin secret 
service. Earlier, Carlos had 
threatened to kill the French 


The fifth congress uf the 
Vietnamese Communist Par¬ 
ty. at Hanot, conceded mis¬ 
takes in the economic policy 
of the Ust congress. The 

S general secretary, Mr 
jsn.said that '*(he party 
rship wished to criticise 
itself severely^ on this issue. 
In a total reversal of the pre¬ 
vious plan, which stressed 
heavy industrial projects, the 
present plan lays emphasis on 
small and mccltum-sited pro¬ 


jects concentrating on agri* 
culture and (he basic needs of 
food, clothing and sJdi|^ con* 
suner goods. The congress 
made repeated referesKes to 
friendship with the Soviet Ui^ 
ton, whicn provides (he bulk 
of economic aid to VletnaoL 
The Vietnamese ecoooay, la 
yet to recover from the long 
war of liberation, its recem 
confrontations with China 
and its rapidly iDcrentiog 
population. 




Interior miijister. Mr Gaston 
Dcfferre, unless a captured 
woman teirorist, Magdeleoe 
Kaupp, was releaaed. West 
German sources afsoiclaiD* 
ed that Carlos wtscocnliiw 
ating terror Ism in Europe. 




pmuation 
Islanders 


ZJyaiv* bad days ahead 


for 


Mugabe’s aide, a spy 


According to Zimbabwe 
government sources, a very 
senior aide to President 
Robert Mugabe, who was the 
director of security and ra- 
spansiblf for (he President's 
personal safety, was a South 
African agent who headed a 
ring of South African spies 
The senior aide, Mr Geoffrey 
Burton Price, has mtnaged to 


escape, but three other white 
members of the Zimbabwe 
Central Imelligence Orga¬ 
nisation, still in the couatn, 
are alleged to have Unki witn 
(he South African spy rfag. 
Altogether 16 whites agd aa 
«B known number of bla^a 
have been deteined by the 
government for allegea sub¬ 
version. 


China's Prime Minister 
Zhao Ziyang recently stated 
that ibis year's deficit Js ex¬ 
pected to rise to 3,000 milUoa 
yuaa (about CBOO million). 
The official People's Duly re- 
poned a speech in which Mr 
Zlyaiu inoicated that (here 
woqIo not be any major policy 
Clifts dkis year. ”U wa are 
unable basically to balance 
the budgat and if the defkitt 
CMrinwe to rise, there will be 
no alternative but to Increiio 
the noBoy supply." Mr 
Ziyaag was quoted as saying. 


Britain will pay t four asU- 
lion in compensation to tba 
displaced inhabitaats of 
Diego Garcia and other 
strategic Indian ocean is¬ 
lands, according to a recent 
official note. The 1,200 Islan¬ 
ders of the Chagos Archipela¬ 
go had originally asked for £ 
eight million. The Brtdihgov* 
erament bed evacuared Cha 
(slanders sfter tdmlolscra- 
(Ively delinking the Islands 
from Mauritiusm 296$. DMo 
Circle wae later leased by (he 
British to t^e USA* 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


miui 

The Mullah and the Gun 


Three years have passed since the revolution, ar>d Iran is still plagued by 
innumerable problems. The economy is stagnating, violertce ar>d violation of 
human rights continue, and the minorities, with a few exceptions, are virtually 
ignored. Ayatollah Khomeini reigns supreme as the leader of the masses, while 
the Shia clergy takes care of the entire administration. SYED SHAHABUDDIN 

reports from the strife tom country. 


I ran, today, is a sad. sloooay. cha«r- 
lew cotutcry. Tbo ciergy. aupportod 
by the ItUdiic rcvoluitoiiary fuardt 
I P9$^srsn-e-Iaqyti§bi't$t0mu. 
•rkldt abcolwte power in the name 
nt laUai and ibe masses a/« under the 
guidaoce of the Crand Ayatollah, (masi' 
e*U«aa, Harja i Taqlid Koobullah 
Khdiamni. 

Iran under KhcMneiai is a theocracy. 
Not only is there a state raligioA, but all 
decision miifinp at the Icdislative. es' 
ecutireaad judiciaJ leveb rest with the 
Shia der^ which niM the local adsuius' 
uatioft in towns a^ villagei. aupemaae 
(or lomeiiaes substiiuies) the 
bureaucracy, paaaet orden» raaolTA dts* 
putes. dispenses laiiice. discnbutes 
scarce iceass ef mass rnanmnwwn and 
recniiu yowf Ben for the front or for 
the raaks'ef rerolationary guards. Do* 
spite personel, imemal nra&aes arhich 
surface from tone to uate. the clergy with 
its influenrial coamcuoas. is a reniable 
Bafia. In all fasnesi, m Is om ee en ly 
corrupt nor is it engaged in sell' 
awa^iscnaeni, k is accwpied in the 
a^.impoacd ta^ at resbepuig (be nw 

boo. the youth, a^ 

it to adhere to its cpwb coocepboii at 

IgIaBK idCAli* 

The UiaaK rvoobiuoa was bailed by 
the UUbk fundaoencaliats as a aaaior 
breakaway from the shackles of Wcsiera 
domioaace that bad so overwhelBed the 
IslaiBic world, Transcendiag the etcuting 
cooc^i of political stractura, cconoBk 
system and social order, the rcrohitiDn 
sought to evolve an way of Ufa. la 

■n snenpt to traniforB Iraa laco the 
cradle of an policy, eco noBy aad 

culture, they went about rejaetxag and 
tli'muUtbigg alien coBcepts (hat bed 
been imported froB the West add 
smaOiing cbe stnnglabold ef (he libenl. 
mucraiic eliie>«ihe •educated'* w h o 
oeen as ruaiodiaM of the Woman 
hiIran was aot to be a nitioniiiiT. 
dcrn'crsfic or irnilar ftste; beace. Uber* 
a:» atse Mehdi Bawgaa aad laal Sadr 
Ki.i ir>gn, By propouadioi tbc thesis that 
i )' ;iddresses itself to Aa^iVas <tbe 
*0 ftrvMl^ for tbc Uberaboa of 


the Ifswsarfffo (ibe oppressed, the 
wretched, the weak}. Ali Sbanatt. the 
idedogue ef the roeolotMO. drew a liak- 
ape b ec oee the bentapr and 

aiau srrupple for a put acaaoBU aad 
social order. U oweeer, aluBOCely evta 
bis booiu wor t tak^ aif the btoU as tb^ 
bad an aabeheoa a bc atteok aad peiaiad 
out that ibe clergy ranarn ran a Bodon 
statt. 


Stognotiiig: rarolutioo 


Even as Iraa's aw is rest with for* 
vent slogaas tike AJ/sh O'Atibsri 
KAomeuu KsAtmr (Allah it Graat; 
KboBsini shows cha way) and AUsh 
Vaksd; Kbcicini (Allah is one; 

KboBeiai is the leadcrl, if appears as 
if the revoivtiee ban run out of aew 
idaa& TW oaly revohrties ia ibai 
coumry that was origiaally based om 
the .uaivenal tail ,of IslM bm the 
ccBcepc of equality aad brotberhaod 


UWBeuM Che seprease rafer 



of maa. oc cbe struggle of the wretch* 
ed of the earth and on equal dsstnbu* 
boa of the aation'i reeowoas« has now 
b ec oas e such a bundle of coiiiradic* 
tioas that ev«o the iMsi ardent fun* 
daaaQCalist but feel ahaoatad. 

It is oot owrely becavsc of cbe IacI* 
deoce of unabated violeaca, for car* 
lainly the violoDce imlsaihsd by the 
Sbah was aaay cibes Bore dre^hil. 
Ban das, the apologiec would argue 
(bat revolutioa is no bed of roaes; ic 
bas to wade througb the valley of 
■Mood. Aad ID deed, cha violence ex* 
perieoced in the coune ef this revehi* 
tioe is Buefa lav tbao that of cbe 
French, the Chiaase or the Russiao 
revotuiiooe. Tbe fact is that it is soon 
bacoBiog aaply elder cbei cbe Irenian 
rev^uboa be the eseaplar 

tslaaik revohibod. It Is too tiaaian la 
its poUbcel ecboi, lao ttia in its reli* 
gioa and teoanardbe in its ap proac h . 

The biles of <cba 

Immm ef the baas) or ^ » 

(cha Ibbb of tka Madim coBBPPity) 
aseuBad by KhoBeott, tea not Ifltefy to 
be aecapead by i Bejerhy cf che 
UaeliBS. Pefbw dtey svonld ban 


m a Model, M 
poet*rerohibdnery Irao itaelf pre* 
•entad a Bodal w W l by oi mmtdmmm. 
tree tadiy is ocoMMiealty ad the 
leigi iiflunkfiiirr.iwIIrtnallTnnibi 
brhtt of anafdtv. atemiaintiT^ at 
Che poim ef ceuapee eod soctiOy; a 
bouse divkied. it is a sodocy frag* 
Beated by faar aad suMsrion win 
hypocribfal Borals and doable stan* 
dards. (Makbig aad msbtsdioa heva 
duappawrd froB the nrasts. only to 
go l■Mll l^l(HBlln Uaniaa sedecy has 
ao doubt beao thakan CO its varv roan, 
bat has ic baan maWaciMdF ifa the 
poe^ happier thaa bsdore? An they 
mon riihiatnift Man rdigma? An 
Chn idM Wmkrn mM am Uawief 
LcM Ship and Men MwIsm? 

Yat the Aya^M the 

















Mawii (No SbiUtt* No Srnaaism^ 
Iil4m> UUm^ HoHVfw, IB the ctara* 


dwl 

wHk 


m 4ufi ff ht !ire* iMf 
to tndhiOA, 
m Amtrp inm Mbcca. 
b> vlv coitfreacstioD 
Snkia wMct fifmft- 
nt km lyeecct ro ttm 
a cvfok m 19^. 


ackkttd b7 var of mU^ bMte 
piUwi of • B«« lilaaiic order, la wkai 
w«v ie tte IraBiae ecDaaaiy la^ir 
bwd OB Um? Evm dwWi&iM 
is w lo be revH|nd. Wkk£ 
law* bare beea dMUgid? Is tbs eeriwy 
on the wboie Bore iHsmlc tbaa Hwos? 
Is IrsB God'i kmtdam on earth? Evea 
cba nest dedicated vwery ceaM 
enswir with m oarehetsc res. 


Th« 


be e 


m the leader-^ pre- 
asiei ihrMethmrrtff 
lead the peepte. He 


brave, ead jadiriott*,* and accepted by 
^ ■■loftty. If such m mdividaal is 
tmt ae^labl*. the Itiacrieeft are to be 


ini cul 


No doabt. Kbwaelni. the seknew 
ledftd Mipraae leads of the IraaiMi 
retmtioa. reraias Ids sae* eppeel 
the wastcra iaege of riweini m a 
bieodawckifif cyreai m not tna ia 
reality. He u e uept e d as the final 
srbiMr It IS he whe peve the Iramea 
reroteDon its Islask teae. its ftae 
daseniaim appeal, iis rebaloas fraa* 
tf, iu fuauul am. He is oie revela< 
non parsoadiad; rts apoade. its iaier* 
prats ead its ^ohamea. 

Bat be is projactad ler psr then life: 
not M Che fiM ■asoap 0911^ bat s a 



by the Cooacil of Lead* 
eifriiM of ibrae s fdur 
:b fofly iieeldied for lead' 


cte Combi of Iredettby 
the caaaeii of cnsndiaa*. 
M ladae* of the Saprces 
chief of the aenml snff 


I 



Blood>h»d and violence 


The anper of the people upjrnst (iu* 
iBiaions and «v(c^:iiir% «vi the Shjn •% 
understandable. Bui ihat che spirit 'if 
fes should continut' to Moik thr l^nd 
even three year* direr the revr>iurii»n. 
chat difsideot* he csuant jnd shot cm 
flissy prownd*. ih«ii thousands should 
be dctajaed without (nil. i& lit 1 sad 
cosawotary on whet u :iuppo*edlv. a 
peMle'* reVotunon. 

Tv revoluiioD hs its enenacs. both 
old and new. who are conspiriQJt 10 
bnapK down. Apart from Islor ester 
nal ipfrewion it is true ihat (he elite is 
aot happy wiib the *rste of affairs and 
Biey lop leaders ot the regue have 
saccessieely fallen riaimt to sabotaae 
and a ss a i iiations. True, ibc Muyani* 
deea e Khalo. wbo bse the real bnint 
dsiaa the Snnh's fefisse who are now. 
called Manale^een rbypo^isk are 
0OW ranged against Kheosetni. All ibis 
implie*. oa the one bead, a growng 
cbasie between the reguae and the 
pet^e. aod on the sbs. the regime's 
inefliciency aad amateiuiihne**. The 
regime, to^y. is afraid of its crwn 
shadow and e^eos security checks 
are carried out. even of distinguished 
guests. Such frightened nils* lend to 
he escessve end tfabelanccd in ibsr 
lespooset. The result is systematic 
bkoV lertiim >a terrorise tv people 
ir>to submission by mihnig an eiample 
of ever* suspect. 

That there has been a larpescale and 
>vs(ciMUc vMlaiion of human rights in 
Irm goes wiibom says^ The regime 
Itself lodirecily admits to having 
ihousaods. ivludiag some minors, he* 
hied bars. More significant, ii has 
vonsisieatly denied oermiasion for 
probe * by amt'gevf mmeacal orgMise* 
tions like the Amaasty or the Red 
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The nurses htU the AyeroJUh it thiir *oie itedet 


itself ds th« protector of (he Shias 
everywhere. This role led to • con- 
frtMitdtion ^ith Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf stares, and wa't re.iponsible for 
the fornuinon of »p«'cial Iniks with the 
Amol, n Shiite group active m South 
Luhannii (where the Shias are concen* 
crated) and bruuitht the reeime at 
lotfciheads with the HLO Khomeini 
brackvi^ Teriiselem and the Colan 
Heights, the Arab temtonei occupied 
by Uraei. with the Holy Kaabe (Mecca) 
in the hands of Saudi Arabia end 
st>eakK of hhvrtilin^ them from *usur 
purs and occupiers.’ This revives the 
mvm<*ri«s of the ngc old Shia ambition 
of holdinit the Huly places, (he Kaaba 
and rhtf ProphvtS mosque. 

ft is no coincidence that on the rim 
of the Aiabian heartland are pockets 
of Shia ciuicenriation in Yemen. 
Oman, the oasteri| province of Saudi 
Arabia, (he Gulf states, Iraq, Syria and 
I^banon. The Khomeini regime plays 
upon their sense of persecution and 
links this with discriminetory prac* 
tices of (he ruling elites in some Arab 
countries. The occupation of the Holy 
Mosque (where the Keaba U situated) 
by dissident elements, which shocked 
the Muslim world in 2979 at (he begin* 
ning of the 1401st year of the Hiiri era. 
is projected as a legitimate revolution 
which tailed Baharam's ruling family. 
A1 Khalifa, is derided as Aa/irand the 
attempted coup d' erar against him m 
December 1981 received Iran’s sup* 
port. Saddam Husain of Iraq has of 
course been Ions denounced as Kafir 
or apostate, ana consigned (o bclTs 
burning fires. Even support to the 
Afghan Mujahideen is limited to the 
Teheran*based Shia faction. 

Khomeini's anger against the Arabs 
for siding with Iraq ui its attack on 
Iren may be justified, but there if no 
doubt that Khomeini is a threat^to the 
stabUity of the Arab world. This is not 
only Mceuse he sees the Arab world as 
being ruled by autocratic, leydah re^ 
reMive regimes but also because of the 
Shiites' historical struggle for survival 
as a nlBority in Islam and the pcrsecu* 
tioA compm they 'developed over the 

IS his partiality for 
Bytia itheee raglve 
char 


actually at war with the Ktamir fun 
damentalisis. or hir rtlatm* indiffcr' 
erne towards Oadhafi of Libya who, m 
his own way. projeiis the imuRv 
Islamic Mmplicity and fidelity iu«t as 
Khomeini dues 

The Islamic tundamentaliM should 
ponder on whether the Iranian revulu 
tion has narrowed or widened thr 
schism 10 Islam, and whether instead 
of uniting the Islamic world it has not 
divided it further, causing new con 
frontations 


Iranian dimension 


One of the great achievements of 
the Khomeini regime, which even n't 
worst critics would admit, is to hold 
Iraq at bay With the general Maff 
virtually liquidated, the technocrats in 
a Slate of discontent and civil admmis 
(ration in a state of collapse, with 
production stagnating m all fields, 
everyone, certainly Iraq, expected the 
Arabic speaking Iranian nationals, in 
the souin western provinces, to wel¬ 
come the Iraqi forces as liberatorc. But 
this did not happen. Credit goes to 
Iranian nationalism, and partly to the 
skilful manner in which, the Khumeim 
regime mobilised Iranian nationalism 
and patrioiic fervour, without letiing 
go from its hands the banner uf Islamic 


resurgence. 

However, (he Iranian character of 
the Islamic republics! Iran is evident 
through many acts of Miussion and 
commission. Persian, and not Arabic, 
is the state language, (hough Arabic 
being the language of the Quran is 
tauut at the secondary level. Similar* 
ly. the aolar calender with the Persian 
mdnths continues to be used. The 
DBtlonaJ colours remain the same, as 
under the Shah, though the lion is 
replaced by the motif AJIah o-Akbar. 

The FaO'Islamic approech is 
opposed to the idea of accepting geog* 
raphKSi boundaries as the basis of 
statehood, and yet. no avodem state, 
wluch claims to be Islamic, has fob 
lowed Ureel in granting citlsenship 
soUly Od grounds of rmigion. Even 
8au^ ArtMa. the seat of the Holy 
Placeti daaa not permit -Muslims from 
Mh«r acetas to immigrate and settle in 


distincTicm between Muslims and no5i' 
Muslim foreigners in matters of com* 
mvreeand industry, or even in employ* 
meat ur in granting Iranian national* 
ity. Thus Iran fails the rest of Islamic 
solidaritv, the corner.stone of Islamic 
fundamentalism, jusi us Saudi Arabia, 
Libya ur Pakistan, the three other 
vtates in (he modern world which have 
all claimed lo be the standard bearers 
of Ulam. 


Minorities unwelcome 


Another aspect of Iranian nadonaS* 
ism i» >n its rreatmem of mmoriiiea. 
Revolutionary Iran has nor treated the 
religioiii minority, the Bahais, justly 
end makes no bones about it. The 
Constitution does nut even list the 
Bahais among ihe recognised minor* 
ities. Article li states; ''The Zoroas* 
trian, Jewish and Christian Iranian# 
shall be the so/e recognised roligioua 
mmoiities.” They are to enjoy reli* 
gi<»ui ffeedom, and their personal law 
IV iVLognised. Ariicle 64 grants iham 
vcparaic reservation m the Majlis. 
Among the Christians, the Assyrians, 
the Chaldeans and the Armenians are 
vepatatvly represented, but the Bahais 
are reduced to nompersons. The reg* 
imv projects the Banais as agents of 
Zionism and as collaborators of the 
Shah and thus creates an aimusphere 
of hostility against this micro* 
•itiitiorirv. Since Bahais are well* 
educated and therefore well repre* 
vented in the bureaucracy as well as in 
other profeviiuns. ihey, m turn, have 
liocomc totally alienated from the reg* 
imv. Many have siaycd abroad; many 
have left the country and settled in 
Pakistan, the birth place of Bahaul* 
lah, the founder uf this religion, has 
been demolished as part of urban 
dc'veli>pineni. 

The Sunnis farm nearly 38 per cant 
uf Iran's Mpulation with high concen¬ 
tration of the Baluchis in the east, and 
the Kurds in the northwest. They are 
Ifoih restive bur quietly waiting on the 
sidelines, with vjnually no presence m 
the higher echelons of decision* 
making Some may even be nursing 
separatist ambitions The Baluchis 
may be biding their time hut the 
Kurds who have been fighting for ihetr 
national rights since the beginning of 
the century were showo no mercy, 

The religious minorities in Iran thus, 
are like a tioie*bomb. They also form a 
tevt case of the treatment of minorities 
in an Islamic state. Indeed, by the 
logic of inter-dependence, the destiny 
of the Muslim minorities in non* 
MuiJioi states, to a greet extent de 
pends upon how non Muslim minor* 
It lee are treated in Muslim states. 


The economy 


culties. Pet^eum production, the 
meinstav of the economy, is down to 
I.S mUlfon barrels a day, about iu 

Dom^ level, loduetriai production if 

. ^ -* 





CANARA BANK’S GULF CONNECTION IN DUBAI- 

AL RAZOUKI 



FOR QUICKER REMITTANCE SERVICE 


CANARA BANK S gulf 
connection with Al Rd 20 uki 
offers expatriates the total 
range of remittances and 
services throughout the 
world And for Indians living 
in Dubai it is an easier. 
Xiuicker way of remitting their 
savings to India either to 
open Non-Resident Rupee 
and Foreign Currency 


Accounts or for maintenance 
of their families. Apart from 
offering personalised 
service. At Razouki 
International Exchange 
Company will help them 
transfer the remittances to 
the remotest parts of India 
through more than 1350 
brar>ches of CANARA BANK. 


Yes. CANARA BANKS gulf 
connection Is something to 
tell your friends and relatives 
in the United Arab Emirates 
about. 

for /vrrher contact 

lh0 n9Mr09t tnnch or Canart Sink 
in indi9 Of Ai Rkiouki iniornationai 
fxcAangt Company, D9tm. Ck/fi. 










ctptdty. War is no doubt a coqsujr 
dr^; HacDtial foods o{ mau coo* 
sumption are in short supply; meat, 
•III vefotables. even petrol are 
rationed. Prices have skv*rocketed: 
that td rice, the suple diet, bj 10 
times. Currency bes wtt lit vdue and 
tbe black smrket rate of exdianfe is 
tbiet to four rimes tbe official rate. 
CoBStructioo is at a standstill and even 
maintenance works have been sus* 
pended. Unemployment is rampaac. 
and foreicn ctudm technologists too 
have no Jobs. 

Iran is potentially so rich that once 
thtra is ^aca and pecroleum mduc* 
tlon is resumed, it may not tak^ very 
loDff or it to raiaio ecoooouc prosper* 
iry But whither the revolutionan rag* 
ilM would go back to the wah's 
strategy of contaalni the peon's die* 
content throu^ ready availability of 
coniumar gooda ramaina to be aean. 
On# wondars tnan, if the dUra of 
sim^ living is ganulna or la artificial* 
ty forced by the circumstances. 

Iran is la the throes of a culnuat 
revolution. Not to be outdone by Chi* 
na. the univariitias have beta closed 
down and will reopen only after tbe 
courses have been revemped; the Ub* 
rarias have baas purged, and tai* 
tboaki rewritten in acoeroanca with 
the pravaUing idaotogy. This, howavar, 
setau to be a dauDente move to 
mobilise youth power for the purposes 
of the revolution. Tbe liberal numanlirt 
madidon may not survive, but wfaetbar 
tbe iodety*i needs of technology and 
skills would be met is to be seao. Can 
an Islamic state flourish on borrowed 
technology? Can the third world 
achieve economic independence and 
salf*reliaoca without discovering and 
tapping its own springs of scianoa and 
tacnnology? The open door policy 
adopted oy China today shows the 
grievous toes a nation suffers by drying 
up ttraaou of education and research. 
But the Islamic f uadamantalisis do not 
maralv wish to rasbapa the economy 
and tne sodery but to rewrite the 
economic laws, and to discover an 
Islamic pbyaicsl 


Inttraatlonol rtlotioni 


Tha Iranian revolution, it seems, is 
so confident of itself or has such 
abundant faith in God beiiu on its side 
that instead of making »lends and 
influencing people, the regime aims at 
making enemies and alianatiog peo* 
pie. Banning vrith %rishing deatn to 
the Shan, following the $hia tradition 
of curses and damnation to tha ene* 
miev, it now wishes death {'hittg 
bar...*> to the Americans, and ocee* 
slonally to tha Soviets; to Israel and 
tometimes to Yasser Arafai; to the 
Arab leaders but not, of course, to 
Assad oi Byrla, to Saddam Husain or to 
Sadat. It pronounces its entfluas as 
Kafirs; it eaUi Zia*ul Haq (11^ of 
truth) ^^(Nght of falssKed). 


create calls of smpathisers every* 
where (imn the hills of Arakah to the 
deserts of Najo. ina the cities of 
Europe to the slums of Africa, from 
the bezars of Hongkong to the rising 
minarets in the Americas. But though 
It casts Its wt far and wide, it does net 
appear to ha very choosy in selecting 
its frtenda Tbe support and sympethy 
it has • succeeded in genctating are 
nMligible and are visibly dwUAUng 
wita ev^ P^Bg day. 

India is stul in toe com books of the 
Khomeini regime, thanks largely to 
the erforts of Khalil i, our ambassador 
in Teharan. But no one can tall when 
tha guru shall be turned at us. After 
all, me Iranian Consiirution it a char* 
tar for interveation in the affairs of 
stares with a Muslim minority. The 
Constitution speaks of ''fraternal 
iligBmaot towards all Moslems.” The 
remne espouses nonalitnmtnt. And 
indeed one of its orisnu slogans was 
Lt Sharquia, La Gnarbia, JsUmisb, 



imuao amoare; r«mm m die in the 
dafance of tslam __ 

fsfcfuiah (No East. No West, bla^ 
lilaigk lut orcumstaaces have die* 
toned tha policy of aquidlstanca. 

Bock the USA aad have 

vital Makaa in Iran. If tha ollf lal^ ate 
riiraateBad by cha Rmiaii oenpatkm, 
tba may make a pro amptive 
f&rika. However, daepite all tba calk 
about cha rapid daimysMt of force, 
oaval prasattci in the Indian Ocean 
•ad the lagiaiia Anaaced by tba CIA. it 
mmi oaSk^ that tha USA shall 
iataryaAe in Iraa to stop tha emas g * 
ence of e pn>Sovlat or even a com* 
meaWt govamaaai. USSR knows 
that Tudah is the oaly organisad force 
anwog tha peasant Btaaei and is like* 
ly to make much headway when the 
expected land radistrihutioa does not 
come about (cha regime la lost in a 
debase oe tha saactity of private prop^ 
any) and uaempleymant and iaf lation 
coniMe to rlao. 

MMwbila. USSR has rilantly pent* 


rev^utiontry guards. Tbe slogans, 
Down with Uia Soviets' is heard lass, 
frequently; the entire propapoda and 
publicity campaign is being organised 
with east European assistance; Iran 
prefers not to <paak about Afghan 
refugees on irs soil and has adopM a 
rather low profile on Af^iaaistan. 

If the present regime collapses 
under the weight of incompetence or 
sectarianism, the Tudeb wiD no doubt 
inherit the earth. All tha democratic 
forces which could have been an 
•Icemative have been either aljjnio* 
•ted from the contest fer power or will 
become too weak to act as an obstacle. 
An anti'Communist purge was ra* 

C ed in January ISw. The Ayatol* 
may have woxen up and ad^ted 
the classic Une of 'aflci<einiBujiisffl ar 
hwne and businass as usual with the 
USSR.' But it may be too lace; tha 
USSR in tha meaotune conrinuas Co 
play a cool, suave rela of undarscan^ 
mg, sympathy and assistance, waiting 
for the tune when the fruit is ripe aha 
reedy to fall. 

One. however, prs the impresilen 
that behind the ilbgans both the USA 
and the Khomeini rwume are groping 
for a modus Wvanoi. If the past is 
forgotiao and the USA relents on ica 
campaign agtiast Khomeini (the nao' 
Hitler/ 'the Devil* incamait' etc) 
leasing Iran's frosen assets and stO|^ 
ping iM to anti*Khomaini alamaoia. 
the Ifanian ragiBie may coDvaniendy 
play down its anti>colooial abyis its 
solidarity with tbe 'wrolcbed of the 
earth* as well as die US support to 
'antl lslamic* regimes lo the Arab 
wMld and veer cleeer to the American 
•ida. Khomeini knows that in tha final 
anklysis, ha aad hla Ayatollahs have 
greater rhanmi of surwal uadaa dm 
US umbrella than under Soviet 
domizMCioo. And in trade, invastmant 
and technology, the USSR cannot out* 
do Che USA. 


Thv hitura 


On its third aoniversary on 12 
February 1942, tha t>i*«**f ravoludon 
of Iran under Ayatollah Ro^oUah 
Khomeini ippaan to have loac its a/an 
vital its sjmt, its mofflantum, its 
sansa of diracdoiL its purpoaa. In 
brief, it has played itself out; it has 
devoured its children; it has dlsbaar* 
toned its sympathisers. There is an sir 
flf unreality, a tense of gloom and yet 
an air of a^metanmr for dse next act. 

TodQ ban is a ococracy, not only 
in the Censciniclciiial moae but in ^e 
phytkal sense too. Tbe^ship of tbe 
state or of vrhatever remains of it is 
manned by the Ayatollahs and Boj* 
lanil*lslams. Theirs is the leading role. 
No one else, from their generation hm 
any role to play in the oeodon pf tha 
iMw laUmie inn. Tha old 
turroundad by the young Amdane* 
iDquiUb^IsUmi give the lapremion 
of a ganeration missing. It (i almost as 
if an andre generation has radrad 
from the nations! scene end ratraatad 
into the wings, perbatn conscions of its 
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Mrs Gandhi had 
neglected Maneka 


T he Mrs Cendhi versus 
Maneka dispute is no sas* 
affair and no one 
should make the mistake 
of thinking it lo be so. It is, 
\i\ favl, part of a big anti-Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi plot which has t^en hatched by 
some of ihe PM's enemies. These 
people are only exploiting Maneka 
Gandhi lo their- own advantage. 

Maneka lost her husband at a 
very early age. she did not get 
either sympathy or affection from 
the N’ehru'Ganiihi household and 
after Sanyey's death she was 
ignored bv many people who used 
to pay her a lot of atrentmn. Now 
vhe is being exploited by per»p)e 
who have iin axe to grind the most 
unfortunate aspect uf the entire 
affair i*i the fact ih<ii Maneka is not 
mature enough to realise that the 
people who are row singing her 
praise and supporting her are 
neither her friends nor her well 
wishers. Thev are only trvmgio gel 
at Mrs Condhi ihiough her 
h was apparent immediately af 
ter Sonjay lUndlirs death that 
Maneka would Und ii dilficoli to 
reconcile lieiself to ihe fact that 
she had no luture m politics But 
there would always be «omv ix oplr 
who wuiild not only encourage her 
lo join politics bui mislead4ier iiiin 
thinking that she had the potential 
of becuming the Prime Minister of 
India. This is precisely what snme 
people have been doing since San- 
jay's death. Some of these people 
are frustrated as Mrs Gandhi has 
not been paying much attention to 
them since Sanjay died. Others are 
schemers and cheats utilising an 
angry, frustrated, sad and humili¬ 
ated young girl for ihetr own objec* 
lives. 

I feel that both Mrs Gandhi uid 
Rajiv have contributed, willy-nillyi 
to the present situation. For one.' 




the present dispute to a Rajiv ver 
sus San jay's widow issue. But Mrs 
Gandhi and her personal and poli¬ 
tical adversaries took it to a diffe¬ 
rent level. Now the issue is one of 
Mrs Gandhi versus Maneka. For 


By BARUN SENGUPTA 

after Sanjay's death they should 
have taken a different attitude to* 
wards Maneka. Was it nof their 
fesponsihility to see that Maneka 
was given some inportant work to 
keep herself engaged; to make her 
feel that she was doing something 
worthwhile^ Was it not their duty 
to see that Maneka did not feel 
neglected and humiliated? Was it 
fair on their part to make her 
always feel that she was an un¬ 
wanted member of the hous^old. 
especially when they were aware 
that there were some people just 
waiting for a chance to exploit 
Sanjav Gandhi's widow? They must 
have been aware of Maneka's per* 
sonality and how easy it was for 
scheming people lo utilise her. Still 
they did not take any steps. In¬ 
stead. Maneka was treated like 
another Channa Reddy or KamU- 
pati Tripathi. It is surprising that it 
did not occur to (hem that Maneka 
Candhi. not being a seasoned politi¬ 
cian was not expecteil to react like 
one of them. I do not know who 
advised Mrs Gandhi to do so. but is 
it in the Indian tradition to write 
such a letter, as she did, to a 
j departing bahu and then release it 
I to t hr press? It was like the letter 
Mrs Gandhi wrote to.Nijaliwppa 
at midnight*. Did Mrs Gandhi think 
she was tackling a syndicate? 

Maneka would have liked to keep 


Mrs Gandhi (he reason was simple: 
she wanted to protect Rajiv. Her 
adversaries did it because they 
wanted to malign the PM and tar* 
nish her image. In the present bat* 
tie. the chances of Maneka winning 
are nil. But she can harm Mrs 
Candbi Maneka can bring up 
issues which would neither en¬ 
hance Mrs Gandhi's prestige nor 
contribute to the stendint of the 
Nehru-CandhJ household. Mrs Gan* 
dhi's enemies would simply love 
this Maneka and her mother are 
unwittingly falling into this trap. 
They should realise that (he people 
who are supporting them from be* 
hind (he Kenes are not doing this to 
jnsial Maneka on the HM's geddx. 
bui simply to serve their own in> 
teresis. 

Rajiv can be made the PM, but he 
cannot hold on to the post if he does 
not have leadership qualities of his 
own. When Mrs Candni is no longer 
on the scene. Rajiv will have to 
fight his own battles just as his 
mother did after Nehru's death. 
The manner in which Mrs Gandhi 
first tried to f'ght for Sanjay and 
then for Rajiv has creeled a lo( of 
political and personal problems fur 
her. I think this will create more 
problems for her in the future, but 
she will still pursue with the idea. If 
Maneka thinks that by creating 
problems she can dtsl<Mge Rajiv 
from the number two position In 
Mrs Gandhi's hierarchy, she is abso¬ 
lutely mistaken. Mrs Gandhi would 
never succumb to pressures on this 
particular issue. She will try to 
make Rajiv (he future ruler of 
India till her last days. 



I do not know who l 
advised Mrs Gandhi to ■ 
do so. but is It in the i ' 
Indian tradition to write 
such a letter, as she did, 
to a departing bahu and 
then release it to the 
press? It was like the 
letter Mrs Gandhi wrote 
to NIjalingappa at mid* 
night. 
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Dimple’s father, Chunibhai 
Kapadia, caught in the act 


Why was the raid kept a secret? 





It 


S 




« * 




1{aj0sh: nvtnge on his fathar-in law Dimple: emptied hef bvsband^s house 


Bombay: Scores of residents in the 
Juhu ore* have probably found out 
why their phones go dead on 
weekends, particularly on racing 
weekends eoa start working promptly 
oe Mofl^y mornings. As sleuchs for 
the incoiDe tax department from Delhi 
'discovered, scores of telephooe lines 
of boatfiM subseribert used to be 
connected with those of punters who, 
in nim, kept in tou^ witn the *bois»'' 
the chubby Chunibhai Kapadia, better 
known ei the father of tuple Khan* 
na, and father*io*Jaw of filmstar Ra* 
jam Khanna. 

Of coujM, in the world of gambling, 
Chunibhai allegedly does not need a 
Dimple connection. He is well known 
and nes a fabulous clientele that in¬ 
clude laveral filmstars and film direc¬ 
tors, as well as top businessman. Work¬ 
ing dotely vrich nJm is said to be the 
iej^nda' gambler Muichen Begh of 
Jupur. Anording to one source, the 
Ba^ family are compulsive pmblcrs. 
If uity see dark, heavy clouds in ^ 
sky, they will at onca wager on 
whether it wU) rain or now In feet, they 
gamble on Just ebour anything. It is 
alleged that Jain was the men who 

a the ea*Fakuten cricket •capiam 
Iqbal 10 agree to '’fixing*' the 
Indo-Pek Test match at Calcutta a 


recentlg^ Sarfras Nawas who alleges 


that Iqbal was paid to lose the match. 

Ihe raids»around the beginniem of 
April, on the Chunibhai Kapadia bun¬ 
galow at Juhu have been kept a hush 
bush affair till the time of vmting. The 
income tea depertment ere ti^t- 
lipped about the raid. It is true utat 
the raid on the Kapadia bungalow led 
to a series oi raids on the Domes of 
other stars and some businessmea. It is 
■Iso said that jewellery worth ereund 
Rs 25 lakhs azkd costly diamonds have 
been setaed but these are all uncon¬ 
firmed repo^ Documents showing 
illegal foreign iraosactioni were 
seiM and nearly 25 lockers were 
opened. 

According to what one could piece 
together, the former' inspector general 
of police, Mr CbaturvMi, who is now 
special seoetery in the homo minsstry. 
govemmeot ol Maharashtra, vras tip¬ 
ped off about the goiogs^n, like illeui 
gambling at the Xapama bungalow He 
pnsad on the inlORaaiioo to the addi- 
tional diracier, anii-corr^tion 
bureau, who took no action. Isen e 
"perMn** from DelhL ■ lawyer who is 
said to ba involved in COFEPOSA 
iConservatiaa of Foreign Etchange 
and Preventkm of Smuggling Actl 
casea came with a plaaaloaJof tanaen 


the Taj Mahal hotel, the taxmen drove 
to the Kapadia bungalow and began 
their raids 

What the raiding party found it said 
to be a stupendous gambling outfit, 
vrlth a sophisticated telecommunica¬ 
tion Intern that included memorisers 
and efassy stereos Racing commentar¬ 
ies were picked up from Mahalaxmi 
about races taking place simultaneous¬ 
ly in different cities. Punters who did 
not have their own phone connections 
were hooked on the connections of 
other residents. They kept m touch in 
this menner with the Kapadia gamb¬ 
ling den. It is leanu that telephone 
men get Rs 1,000 from each punter for 
the hook up. An enquiry is seid to be 
on into how this was managed. Kapa- 
dta himself had three illegal telephone 
connections with permanent numbers 
■t bis home 

Bets were taken on hockey, football 
and cricket also. Gamblers played with 
thousands and a day's earnings could 
be i lakh of rupees---all unaccounted. 
Some foreign jockeys who partici- 

E itcd in Indian races were believed to 
t involv^. Payments were made to 
them abroad. A letter is believed to 
have been found directing a business¬ 
man, with connections stretching from 
London to Hong Kong, to make pay¬ 
ments to persons abroad. 

Was Raj ash Khanna, now estranged 
from bis Iwiuiiful young vrife, behind 
Che rai^? Sotne say he was, as ha had 
spent 4 lot of time obviously lobbying 
in Delhi to get even with his father-in- 
law. The actor blames hit facher-in-law 
for Us troubles with Dimple. Accord¬ 
ing to one nportf when the taxmen 
vear to his house, he reported^ aaid 
Dimple and her father had emptiM his 
house while be was on a sboot^ 
assigninest. Naturally he bad nothing 
he could not account for. 

The silence over the raid is e mys¬ 
tery. Normally raids >on filmstars’ 
houses are conducted with much fan¬ 
fare. According to a knewUdgoabla 
person, income tax raids are a source 
of fund coUectiM fof the ruling party. 
It is sa id that two ministers concentM 
with ito iaenma tax dapartment lost 
dmir potltim because of the money 
made from auch raids. I>as is diadotefl 
then is found. Many rakmen are even 
afraid to conduct raids for fear of 
Incurring the wrath of soma ImperMni 
people. 




• 










MAHARASHTRA RAJYA SABHA ELECTIONS 


Kalwadi S 0 d hii nipportert ibouKd. 


Antulay takes his revenge 


rupporti 
Adik ZMUbtid* Govta* 
drto Adik the brother of Roono Adik, 
and once a dole lieuteneni of Sheru 
Fewer, joined the Congretsd) at abmit 

hfr Y. 6. a 


the ume tune that 


Chevao 



to 


did last year. All this was meant 
take away the ettention from the per* 
eon who entineered the victory: Mr A 
it. Antulay. The Utter even mapired 
storiei in tite press of a "power stru|* 

S e" between obarad Pawar and Antu* 
f, The ruiBouri made out that chiaf 
tninister BhoiaU vms tookiim to Pawar 
to checkmate the return of Bdr Antu* 
ley. Thai Mr Pawar nay atab Mr 
Antulay in the back at a Uter stage is a 
different story. What is reUvani to^ 
is that in the Raiya Sabha eUaiont it 
the Piwar-Antulay combine that 


wes 


A/ituIay: ss. 
his Ml. 


tspiftni CM? And (ri^t) happier days: Pawar wiOt Gorfodrw Adik oo 
Adilc has now ioioad the C 


now joiaod the Cosigrtss(l) and is siding^*vitA s«*QV Anmlcy 


Sombey: Mr Bani Deihpende. soA'in* 
law of Mr 8. A. Danae, the ousted 
coouaunist partv chief Aad ad inkling 
on 24 March tnat he would have a 
tough time in getting the votes re* 

S virtd to catapult him into the Rajva 
gbha from Bombay. He was an inde* 

f sndani candidate, supponed by 
rime Minister Mrs Mira uandhi and 
therefore by the Congreasd) in the 
state. Days beore (he Rajyh Sebha 
elections were held on 29 March, there 
was talk among the dissident Congres* 
s(l) members that there was bound to 
be crosS'Voting. Many of them would 
merely say: "Wait and see. One or rwo 
seats may be lost.** 

In fact, there was no reason for the 
loose a single of the six 
seats because the party 
has an absolute majority in the 
House^23$ members in a HouM of 
288. So when one of their candidaita 
Bani Deshpande wha barely got Zt 
first preference votes and another. Mr 


044 smwsf 

Congresstl) to 
Rajya Saona s 


tirst prererence votes ano anocner. Mr 
M. Bnandari, got in by the skin of his 
teeth with 37 nrst preference voces out 


t preference voces 
of the 42'allo(tecl to hin% it was ob¬ 
vious that there was significant cross' 
voting by Congress<Il members. More 
so because the Conire$s(S) with only 
six members in the Legislature could 
get Suresh Kalmadi elected with 48.32 
votes in (he fifth round. He got more 
votes than ull the five successful Con< 
gre$s<I) c'kndidates: Miss Saroj Kha- 

C srde, 41 votes, Mr V. P. Singh 42, Mr 
ithalrao Jadhav 40 and Mr tT G. Patil 
40. A U of them ware allotted between 
42 and 44 votes each, the day before, 
in order to assure their victory. 

Mr DeshpaRde*s defeat was signili* 
cant because behind it are the 
machinations of Mr Antulay. This was 


his support. Ii was well known in 
political circles (hat Mr Antulay would 
use (he Rajya Sebha elections to dis* 
play his clout. When Mr Deshpande 
went to the Antulay residence he was 
shocked to see none other than the 
bearded Mr Suresh Kalmadi. Suresh 
Kalmadi. a devotee of Mr ^terad 
Pawar ind often his trouble' 
ehooter had been assured of six votes 
from his own partyoien and 14 from 
(he Bharatiya Janata Party. The Jana* 
tt Party had its own candidate Dr 
Kaldate. He desperately needed the 
Congrcss(I)*s surplus votes. 

From the events thee followed it is 
obvious that Mr Antulay directed 
"his" people to give Sureu Kalmadi 
their surplus votes and thereby ditch 
Mr Deshpande What is even more 
devlotis, however, is the very clever 
guDes pl4yc^ alt^ the victory. When 
Ralmadi's victory was annouiKed, Mr 
Shared Pawar, one of Che most astute 
DMoipuUion on the political scene in 
Maharashtra, thank^ the "Maoeka 
group" for his win. Knowing 
very weU no such group exists. Mr 


got (he Congress(S> a saat when it has 
the leest number of members la tha 
House. Only time will reveal the quid 
pro quo Mr Pawar will have to pay for 
this victory. The devious chahaoe con* 
rinues. The very people who indulged 
in eross'votini at Mr Antulay'i behest 
are now clubbing together to olame Mr 
Bhosale for being unable to assure the 
victory of all six Congressd) candl* 
dates. 

Political developments In the state 
ere once again in a flux, (banks to the 
enonnous money power at the disposal 
of the dissidents. Ur Suresh jaia, 
lon'in liw of Mr JawaharUl Darde, 
minister for industry in the Antulay 
cabinet, is acting as the trouble* 
shooter for Mr An^ey. Mr Jein open* 
Iv decihred war on Mr Bhosue saying: 
MVe are going to fight the chief min^ 
ter. My political power can be taken 
away, but my economic powar cannot. 

I have been born a DulcimlUionalre 
and 1 wiU die a multlmiUlonalre." So 
confident is he of winning, that ho 
even said be may not hava to reply to 
the show cause notice served on him 
because "Mr Bhosale may not even be 
there till 2S April." Mr Jain made it 
quite clear that it will be Mr Aatul» 
and no ona else who will succeed w 
bhosale. 

Olga TelUs 


TAMIL NADU 


Missile^ and fists fly 
in the Assembly 


Madras: It was a tale full of sound and expletives oo their Ups. 
fury. The string of tognominous mci* Mturdav 3 April was a blot on the 
dents that look pl^ in the Tamil records of die slam Assembly with 
Nadu Assembly at the end of Che msmben of the two parciea clamber* 
session have made a mockery of the ing oeto tablet, hurli^ piptrwe^ts 
his way of taking revenge a^iiiac Mrs \ dignity of the House. The session was um sboudAg it each odiw. Pulliag 
Gandhi. Thai Ur Deshpande was marred net by one bur by several each other's hair and wrenching mic* 
selected to be the loser was siAifkant lAitances of disgraceful behaviour, rophones were thrown in for the re* 
because he was the penonal cuire of violence and exchange of nasty and qutfed fevel of action. Trouble erupted 
Mrs Gandhi who obvioudy waaaed to abuaava apithers by rbe members of soon alter members of the DUK. the 
reward Mr $. A. PangefaTw tuppert. the vidoualy amagonisiic DMK and CFl aod the CPI(M) snged a walkout 
Durina the he^c canveasliii for tup* the AlADMit Bvea the so<aUed hea* protestiiig against the state fovgm* 
, Mr DidipaBdtwaa naked by local ounble nialMera threw diuity and mot's deciaioo to go ahead with the 
■jaiiiign 10 go oBd cad no Mr disoreuon to the winds, rolled ( 

^3 ft 4 ft A ft ^ ft « * 


onAMk for sleevas and jumped into the fray, with 


recov er y 

faulting 


of cQ^orodve duos from do* 


farmora. Barely bed their 



imks receded when law mioister Mr 
Ponhaivan maife cerrain disparaging 
abiiuL the* DMKS atticude in 
<h* (<‘r\ire sneered at the DMX 
'>■ { '' K.\ i T/n hn.irii « 

•h' ''V s tfFf'niw*?' '•n.l:rd n.ii 5. 

, I- V>*> .i.'a , IkrfV 
«• M . ;<*fn • .t DW.\ M'-mh r auh* ' 

‘'r U. M Nil y v»k(il». , 

Mn<«sui hi- ' nvi'liv. • .:si*»u*! 

m venom <irkd monivntum wan ruJmt; 
parry meinhers sKoufirig back and a 
dfpurv speaker Mr P H, 
PanOian eNpungmg thv remark> ui Mr 
Muruji^an and Mr Pnnnaiyan in an 
cnnri to defuse rlM^ sauatjon 

Tile truce, fragile and short-tivod, 
broke with the entry of Mr Karuna 
Ridhi. His wortL gcnerosj'sly vttnolic. 
hib taunting stalemenis and withering 
sarcasm so nettled Fonnaiyan that the 
law minister unleashed a torrent of 
rather p«:rsr»nal and dymoarting re¬ 
marks against the DMK chief That 
caused a pandemon nun. Ponnaiyan 
and K'lruiiiuudhi cnuld well have been 
Mohuinnidd AU and Joe Fraaier m a 
boxing ring Ponnaivan moved mena¬ 
cingly luwuids Kiiriiiumdhi who lost 
no time iii advancing forward too. 
[>MK incmlier.i rushed to the front 
Iv.'m.heH as did the AlADMK members 
all screaming at each other, ft waa IG 
minutes of hissitigi hootiniL catcalling 
and abuses. As Pope had said, '*Ai 


every word a repuration died.*’ But 
none of the members were in a mood 
to listen and the public either agog 
with niriesily or sick wirh disgust were 
jifpri'«’'.l u iho vliMivst expletive i 
heenu c lii- rerr iri.s w«»re expunge. I. 
Asa Innou.shiw iinnisKt I>r<tndu»hetf 
pappiwei^.t ui his opponeiii, Dut i. 
Muriift-in aiiJ Ihmishoihjman tDkl> r 
.limtri -('.«»(he central tnb**- to shield 
Karunaniohi. While the CPl(M) and 
the Congressfl) members restrained 
ihe DMK leader. Pnimaiyan was held 
l>at*k by hjs own party member^ A 
couple of paperweights w^^re flung by 
some AlADMK members to (he DMK 
side A DMK member retaliated, his 
missile hitting a ruling party member 
on the head. As tempers frayed, re* 
venue niinisier Mr S. D. Somasundar* 
am, polled an AlADMK member by his 
hair preventing him from rushing into 
the fray. Another ruling party ruemher 
wrenched a roKrophune and waved it 
threateningly at the opposition ben¬ 
ches. Meanwhile Karunanidhi and 
Ponnaivan continued their verbal duel 
while (he other members mouthed foul 
epiiheis. The House would have wit¬ 
nessed a sordid sireet-fight but for the 
timely amvid of the CM, Mr M. G 
Ramachandran. Earlier. K. Rajaraif. 
speaker. h:«d rushed in to repltice 
Pandian. M<*R ordered his parrymen 
ro return to their seats and asked the 


DMK men (o do the same. He apolo¬ 
gised for his Uw minister's remarks 
and appealed (o all the members to 
refrain from making personal re¬ 
marks. 

The same evening both parties hur¬ 
riedly convened separate meetings to 
discuss the day’s events Condeoiniag 
the scenes in the Axsembly, the DMK 
legislative party demanded that action 
should be taken against Ponnaiyaii by 
the speaker. Suhsiantiatine their de¬ 
mand. the members pointeo out that a 
few vears ago three DMK tnembers 
had been suKptndvd for miscunduct 
despite the regrets expressed by the 
party. 

Wnile the AlADMK did not make 
any request fur taking action against 
any specific DMK member, the 
AlADMK legislative patty requested 
the SMaker to take step^ ui curb such 
unruly behaviour in lUe Mouse. 
AlADMK cnembers in turn .iccused 
Karunanidhi and some DMX nu mbers 
of using *‘abuslve and vlandcrou.t 
epirheis^ and throwing paperweights 
and other missiles on iht- treasury 
benches. The CM who pT<»sidcd over 
the two hour >es%ion urged Ins parry- 
men lu revrein themselves .md mum- 
tain discipline even when there 'was 
'’grave provocation" from the uppmi- 
cion. 

Aiiilt Pratap 


Sunday JOURNALIST RECEIVES HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD 



On 23 March 1982. Bbnpat based Swami 7>ived/ received the covered Paep^^ Union of OWf Libeitres-ihdja Today 
"Journalism for human rtihta" award 1981, ia Defhi. His eadtuiro story, Tortured ioto imporente, which appearttf iff Sunday 8 
November 1 981. was a stunning re vtJatton ot poLct heu rabty in Uadhya FVadeah. Tbe chatit^ katha^TO, 000 a ward pointed 
out (hat Mr Trivedi's **expose was mericu/ovab’ tesearglnnd attd doctupenred leaving hrrfe doubt about the central fact of 
dchumanjxiiig torture and peryetsttuts. It was nor easy ro do iirch a story io the bee Jrwtiods of Madhya Pradesh," but Mr TYi vedi 
did It “at che nsk of incurnitg rhe wrath o/ rhe powers that be.* Swami fWvedj began hie as a earauBtr and a peon of a Jocai 
publication'* editor before he took up joumafram senovs^. liMUa Today, wbfeb if/inaocijig (bis e/fort. has done Journaftsm a 
tnafor service by matiruting this awir^ which pTMisas to become the moet aeu^t-after pnaa for reponen. The phoiogrvpb 
a hove shows Mr THvedi recef ving the citation and the aatard from cbe sored Ganman thinker and f f ue d osi AghreCf Mr AchMif 
Patwerdhan. mmww w tasAjamai 










LAND REFORMS 

Law ministry vs 
home ministry 

done ut ihus far The Uw minktrv 


Nev iJcJhj; The union Uw mim^try. 
which hus supixined the essential pr(>* 
visions of the West Renea) Land Re¬ 
forms (amendment) Bilh has joined 
Issues wiih (he home ministry for not 
onnmunu Jtii^ its views to the state 
A;overnmeiii 'Ine l>iw ministry has con¬ 
curred wiih the hilPs redefinition of 
"land. " the main ohjective of the le^- 
ivlaia>ii. even thou^ih it has differed 
with pri)visiun» relating to "retrospec¬ 
tive effect" and review. 

The pruvtsiuii giving retrospective 
efk*i t h.i« been opposed because the 
ministry Im.v ftit iliui a government 
Nhould lu^t resort to methods "where 
I lie law ts soMiihi lo be circumvented 
bs deaiyn ’ \t K. however, conceded 
(lijt "’uw *\ nut the case" here. As 
regards lencw, the taw ministrv has 
ur^iiod rhai the hill proposes to entitle 
SLiboi diiMie aiithunties to reopen 
c.ises ilccidc<i bv M/peruM' avihorities 
The hiJI, whir U was received In [>elhi 
nil I Julv l'>8i, for the RiesidenrS 
assent, >evkv to streamline land re- 
foims bv lo caking the conientjaiion 
of land kI' roj'eiiai rc^souicv ot com 
moiiitie'- and means vt poichawt und 
also bv diNtntoiting surplus land 
aiiu>ii»: thi- landluNS and ^K»or luraJ 

S ic i»f (he Mate tor the common 

What (he miiusiry has found now 
that the home mnilMryX administra 
live mochincry which was requested 
last July lu uimmunicuie (he two 
obieciions (o West Bengali has not 


feels that "lu have kept the hill pend¬ 
ing wit hunt reacting lu it naturally 
would give rise to unsavours' msinua* 
tjons " The ministry* has loiiiplamed 
that the home minisirv could ai least 
have cummumcoiecf objecnons to the 
bill. Kad the West Ekni^l chief minis' 
ter raised the matter at the last 
National Development Council meet 
ing. the criucjsm regarding pendency 
would have been owned the home 
minister, as the trend of Jiscussinn 
hetvtfcen the two ministers suggest 
Thu hill, at one time, was also lefcr* 
red to the ministry of rural reconvtruc' 
lion which pointed (Hit that rrtiu«pe« 
tive effect would cause uiirneMl**(l 
hardsiiip and would result in iinvqtKil 
trcuimeni to different r>’of>* in tiu 
slime category The* minisliy had 
said that to Vedetermine ihe ceilinK 
reirospectivoly did not appear (<» ik' 
sound yolKv and vrould pi omul'.* loss 
of faith in laws of the Mate. 

\ rvpreseniatnm from the Kuniak 
iishna Mission was received bs the* 
I'rime Miuisiet L'Xprvs**ing suiious 
uppreheiision about the propost-d 
amendment as it would .id verse I v 
aifeci the lunctiiming of th<* insiitii 
tions run be the mission. Althmt^h .i 
copy i>l this toprvscniation w.is f«-i 
warded by the PM’s r.ffict lo the 
ministry 111 rural iccon struct ion. iKev 
did nut Oder am com men is uith *%• 
gaid to this lepiesent.iiiou 
Kuldip Nu>ar 


WEST BENGAL 

Rickshaws banned; 
Leftists fight 



nckshtw* e e Laicurte 

police arecioo 


Calcutta: Is the leftist governmeni of 
West Bengal anti-working cUsa? This 
question seems to be on the li^ of not 
only the labouring dasses^me rick¬ 
shaw pullers and nawken who hawk 
their wares on the pavements of Cal* 
cutta—but also the constituents of the 
state's Left Front govemmeot. There 
is no dearth of god^then from among 
the leftist ministers of the state 
cabinet, willing to take the working 
classes in their arms. Naturally, mai* 
rers often reach a flashpoint whan rwo 
ministerial colleagues vie with each 
other to take centra stage over the 
issue of the working clases. 

Lait year in July, attempts were 
made by the Calcutte corporation end 
Cekuru police to evict unauthorised 
hawkera from the streets of Cakuite. 
lui lifr Xaaailal Bhatiecberva, e For* 

(on* \ft* «nM6- 


Clients of the Left Fronii and the 
state’s commerce minister opposed the 
move. While ihe HVVD miiiiMer. Mr 
Jatin Chakravarry, promised that t'v 
would get the road encroacher.s 
ijv'icted, Mr Bhatcaebarya retorted: 
"Ler’s see who evtiis them?" 

The hawkerv and nckshaw pullers 
(most are from Bihai i have nuw found 
a friend in (he deputv speaker ol the 
Wesi Bengal .Assembly and aLo j 
F orward Bloc leader, Mr Kulimuddiu 
Shams He is the president of ihv Ab 
Bengal Rickshaw Owners Association 
(ABROA). And a friend they need for 
from 23 March 1962, the Cakuiiu 
Police started a concerted drive 
aeamsr the rickshaw pulU rs and rick' 
Nnaw O'wners m the city. The nckshaw 
IS a slow-moving vehicle, ihe iKdiro 
argued, and thus it hnd to be oh min- 
are<l from the Calcutta streets which 
Htc* jammed most of the time. In n 
notification ^proved by chief niitn«- 
ler Mr Jyuii Basu, the CalcutM pulive 
ciutimisMoner, Mr Nirupam said 
iliat the movement ot rickshaw< in 
Mieetv ot Central and nurth (.akuttri 
Jrkc the Chuiatanjaii J^v^llle. Kidiirin 
Sarani and Kabindre Saratii muM liy 
banni'd (n avoid ir.jffk snad-ups 
With (hr ixibce notilic.itum suited 
the polue haras'itiieni. va>s Mr Snanis. 
The police have iioi only l*er.*n bother 
u:g ihr hon-roi;iMvri-d nck>liau ')wn* 
eoand pullers hut sever;ij wgiMeivd 
i»ne^ ti*o Si Ni/.sv met Mi Sk.inn utkr 
lefiortsof police hiirussmetu jp^K'ui'ed 
m a JiumlM'f ul duilieA Said lie. * f was 
shot ki'd to read the repi^rtK and I 
w( n It* t w'i I let t c 1 s to po 1 1 ve c I jfli ni ivvin ii - 
et Mr Sum asking him stop the 
mdivv ft<im liJiusMiig ibi* rick*ihaw 
pullers Hkkd <mnt*rh I have also met the 
vlncf minisiei ami (ho transport miniv 
tk*i, Muhammi'd Amin, and requevud 
ihc'in ii> wi(hd<aw the mdei bunnnu; 
nikshaws fioni the C.ilcutta strevi:-. 
Caltuita." uKplairiod Mr Sham^. "is 
not a soohiMKdied city likv Pans oi 
«Amd«*n it IS •• City wbciv boib (In* 
liavvN and thv have-nots iivu rogetlier 
Slow-moving vehiilcs liki* rickshaws 
Are essential I think they are the most 
romforteble mesns of iranspuri ftit 
schwkhildren and women.' 

Crii losing the Hackney Carnogi- 
Act of 1919, which wa* amended m 
September 19*Sl giving this police 
wide-ranging ptiwers, Mr 5hanis ^.ud 
shat the imiKiunded ricksb,iwr<; Jrnm 
(he streets of north and central Calcui 
(a are nut only confiscated but dev 
troyed in such a manner as the state 

K vernmont sees fit. "ThiN meaiiN.diuc 
a single stroke of the pen." >ajd an 
agitated Mr $ham«, "the state gnvern- 
ment will deprive thousands ol poor 
people mostly from Bihar. OrUsa and 
Uttar Pradesh of their only mean.s oi 
bvelihood Wniii* still iSTbrf^rt." s^iid 
Mr Sliain>. ‘ vbar tlie !)nlic*:t«e« hav*n 
been Dii$jntcn>r<'^»*g the .ii.ire guvcin- 
ment's tbiereiv**' bv taking tb« Uw 
iTK. i"' r ' ' . 'T* 

Said a t I'l" .M 1 1 ea dc r, \v i r h o 1 .1 pfa 
vKling any alternative employmem, k 
will U'very unwivt'to bu.i rii.>siKiws 
fru’m Calcutta 


t 
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BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY 


MS 


We have image 
limitations 


MS 



ot tiwt. tot tht tJP, the J«/njh«dpur j eport, itAjcA blomtii 


the RSS (or tht riots, ‘n j port of the ong^og proceu of two tieps fotworS ind one 
step btekward^ __ _ _^ ^ 

New Delhi: *'Diie$ter In the economic 


field is im^ndini ..Jdeoloeica] decay, 
coupled with moral and mstitutional 
decay, and social disequilibrium are 
(he main contributini taciors for (he 
possible fall of (he uidirt reiime at 
the first available opportunity." This 
)» what the BJP told some of its 
members in September last year 
through a private paper circulated it a 
study camp in Vrindavan near Agra It 
was an obvious effort to encourage a 
cadre which is beginnlna to feel de¬ 
moralised because the olo Jana Sangh 
trait won't go away. The paper inflates 
the alle^a strengths of the BJP. and 


ing. Our increasing credibility and 
decreasing image limitation have 
caused concern In the various camps. 

of tne 


neatly ignores the stumbling blocks 
that are preventing the BJP from ac¬ 
quiring power^for instance, its pro- 
mone)dender. pro-ben le image among 
(he peasants, and the total antipathy 
of the minorities and hariians towards 
this chauvinist party^ 

The government could muddle 
through, as it is doing now, says (he 
paper, until the nevt general elections, 
or It could get increasii^y repressive 
and postpone elections indefinitely, or 
it could collapse under the weight of 
its own repression and a general elec¬ 
tion could come anytime. How should 
the BJP prepare itself for all these 
eventualities/ What are its strengths 
end weaknesses? Is Mrs Gandhi a 
total^ spent force? What is the stand¬ 
ing of the other opposition parties and 
the prospect of opposition unity? The 
.to all t 


document addressed itself to all these 
questions. 

As die document was not meant for 

e kiblic consumption, it could afford to 
s self-critical in many places. But on 
the cardinal question of ibe BJP't 
etctarian appeal (among caste Hindus 
only) the document had little to aay. 
The nearest the document came n 
ndmlRing that die issue eaisted, was to 
•ey: *We have image limitations. Our 

tbit 


The Jamshedpur report is a part 
ongoing process of two steps forward 
ana one step backward. We have to 
plan something dramatic to break this 
image limitation.^ 

The main point of self-criticism in 
the document is the reluctance in (he 
BJP psyche to recognise power as a 
legitimate goal. ''One shoind sacrifice 
everything to gain control of the state 
The basic aim of politics is to attain 
and wield power for the good of ell. 
while sacrificing pleasures for the 
self," says (he document. A major 
minus point of the BJP was its lead¬ 
ership's "total disinclination to ven¬ 
ture into any ‘risk tone of decision 
makini'” 

Ano^r lesson (hat the document 
seeks to learn from recent experience 
is that "the Janata experiment, 
(which) has shown that political power 
can be attained by machinations at the 
top,” was not "suitable for the realisa¬ 
tion of our dreams... In the light of the 
traumatic experience of the past, a 
propaganda against a 'hotch-potch' 
combination is likely to succeed.” It 
adds most emphatically, ”We shall not 
repeat the Janata eiMriment.” 

If that is how the BJP remembers 
the Janata years, it cannot have a very 
high Opinion of the present state and 
th of (he various opposition par- 

edxes 


oppooenia know tbit Ifmitatloa and 
MM on ikti, BuMfO are last rncover- 


o 

strong 

ties and their leaders. It acknowledge 
diat th« regional parrios have "main¬ 
tained” ibeir strength, but as for the 
various "individuals who style them¬ 
selves as parties-*-like Cnandrajit 
Yadav, Jagjivan SUm and Bahuguna— 
they are poor imitations of Indira. As 
unscrupulous as her but without any 
mass luppon. Thay art bound to come 
together with one group or (he other 
since they cannot eaist in isolation. 
The procete ol political allmination 
will, of course lake care of them." 




The document claims that the.Cep 
trist opposition parties—the Cod 
gressfS), Janata and Lok Dal->*VaAi 
the BJP very badly and ere wooing tfi 
assiduously,” to repeat the Jauta ex 
periment. But the BJP rates them veg 
poorly. "The Congress(S) has stn 
some known leaden In most of thi 
states, but no significant state unii 
other than in Kerala, and some porta 
rial in Maharashtra and Bihar. ThS 
Janata Pam too is a party of leaden 
only and it has no significant hold H 
any state except to some extent ir 
Gujarat. The Lok Dai, of coursa, hai 
four important state units but the 
backward class combination li 
waning.” 

While the document makes sudl 
short shrift of the non-commtinisi 
opposition parties, us attitude towank 
the left parties is unconsciously some 
what ambivalent, ft has grud^ng re* 
soect for the left parties' organisation¬ 
al strength. But the left parties do noi 
want to nave eny truck wih it and the 
"feeling is mutual.” Even while claim¬ 
ing (hat the left movement by itself 
has Failed, it concedes that "they con- 
linue to be a powerful regional force 
in some areas and are an equally 
powerful pressure group at the 
centre." 

But if all this is true what is holdiim 
the BJP back? It is not the Congressfi) 
but Mrs Gandhi who stands betweea 
the BJP and its dreams. Though "In¬ 
dira has no hold over the party...her 
hold over some sections of the masses* 
1 $ still there. Then again, "on balance. 
Mrs Gandhi has lost confidence in 
herself and in her supporters, but has 
gained in experience.” This contradic¬ 
tory line of reasoning persists: ”l1ie 
)sychological alienation of (he rulerg 
rom the ruled is complete' But the 
alienation of some sections of the 
masses from the .rulers is not yet 
complete.” 

Thus today the BJP is "the second 
choice for tens of millions of i^ple 
who vote for the Congressfl) eno more 
millions who vote for other partleef^ 
Therefore, in a situation like this toe 
BJP should not be "pessimistic” in the 
assessment of its own strength and 
potential. According to a "rough” and 
r4?ady estifiate of the all-lndla 
situation, "we heve a IS to 18 pe^ cent 
vote as of today (Septamber 1981)." 
But by adopting the correct strategy, 
"it can go up to 25 to 30 per cent” by 
the time int next general electloni 
become due. "We have a solid base iB 
200 Lok Sabha constituencies,” says 
the documeot and forecasts very opti¬ 
mistically that with the proper 
strata "we can put up 3So solid 
cendioatev with minor adjustmenct 
and can hope to rule with (be help of 
other parties” after the next elections. 

For this the organisation needs to be 
toned up and pointed efforts need to 
be made to woo "farmers, scheduled 
cestes and tribes, labour, government 
servants, traders, ere. (barring big 
businessmen), and the minorillei by 
taking up their ceuses and fighting lor 
them.^ 

A Special Correepondenf 


f. 




N o sooQerhad Dxmpie 
walked out f>f R»jnh 
X/rannj'shouse, when pro¬ 
duce!^ directors and actors 
iined up outside her father, 
Cbuiubhai Kspadta'-i house. 
They want her to stage a 
comeback and have made 
all kinds of tempting offers, 
like placing blank cheques 
before her and narrating 
fantastic stories tn her. Dim 
pie, of course, has asked fur 
time. So pMple are waiting 
eagerly, with their fingers 


T he star rising on the 
horiaon of the Telu^u 
film indusirY is Chiran/eevj. 
Having graduated from the 
rank of a C grade artiste to 
(hat of a B'grade one, he is 
now angling for an A*grade. 
Incldentany, he is the son* 
in*law of the comedian, A/iu 
RamMhngiih, 

H igher ups in the Telugu 
film industry are sore 
with N. T. Hdm$ Raotor not 
being invited to join his 
political party TetuguDe- 
sen. The grapevine has it 
that actor Kn.^hna may be 
asked lo join ihe party. Con* 
sidering the popularity of 
ihe two actors pul together, 

K rhans N, T. Kama Kao 
»K mat Krishna would he 


S unii Stkand^ran'sion, 
is heading a ^oup of 
young people who are doing 
a film, Fansfita. Master Ra* 
)oo plays the tiiie role, 
while ^xra Farxi, Danny. 
JCanwa/xeex and Kran are in 
The lead rules. Sunil had 
received his training from 
the Manmohart Desai school 
of filmmaking. 


crossed, wishing she will say 
yes. 


Zeen af; wpax*! in a namtf 

R ecently, Rai Xumarwas 
watching a film at B. R. 
Chopra* t pr iv ate i hea t re. 
Suiing right behind him was 
Zeenn t A man, Th rough o u t 
the show. Raj kept turning 
back to look at Zeenat. The 
show over, Kaj walked up to 
her and said; **7aaxii J^t 
Jrarti hui aap.’ Soorat se to 
tap hahur achchi lagii hai. 
Aap ko to maine pahete bhi 
kahtdakha hat. Aap frfmyoxi 
main kyon kaatn nahin 
kartt hain?Main schxfarxsh 
kardoonga (Darling, what 
do you do fora living? You 
are very pretty. \ have seen 
you somewhere. Why don't 
you work in films? I can 
recommend your case tf you 
want.)” A highly embarras* 
sed Zeenat replied that her 
name was Zeena^ Aman, to 
which Raj said; Darling, 
what's there in a name? You 
just come to films and I will 
live you another name. 
Zeenat left, at a loss for 
words. 


S hashi Aapoorlsdesper 
ateJy in need of money. 
Reason; there is one film 
wa iti ng on t he floor lo be 
directed by Oorind AfiAafni, 
then there is MrUhchakatt 
ka. to be sterted—(he film 
will be directed by 5hyaxn 
Bexieaaf—not to talk of the 
one which Shashi wants to 
direct himself. And where is 
the money to come from? 
From all the films Shashi is 
signing up: the small, big. 

S od or bad Apparently. 

ashi believes money can 
come through hard work 
only. 


Hifkhd nt>l idkv> 


me my wife is the 
J. most heautifulper. 
sun. now please go. is what 
lilmy villain ,Vffxnhiar is sup 
iiosed lo hiivetiild the 
beautiful female fan who 
dropped into his house re* 
cently, and m the course of 
the evening, tried to seduce 
the actor. It is being said 
that the actor ran out of the 
room only to return wirh his 
wife in tow. and rattled off 
(he line while showing the 
enchantress the door 

FTv: - -- 


n akha's latevi eccentrn * 
ity requires all prodm 
ers. directors and writers io 
stop at the huge gate oui 
side her bungalow at Ban 
dra. AH businevs mevtinc** 
are held either outside tne 
gate or at some haieJ or 
studio set. Naturally* people 
arefeelinghumiliateo. Bui 
there isn't a thing they can 
do; after all Rekna sells. 

'T'he Andhra Pradesh film 
X journalists' association 
in Hyderabad was in for a 
surprise. At their twenty 
fifth annual award present¬ 
ing ceremony, after Pran re* 
ceived his award (not for 
(be first time, of course) he 
presented a special silver 
trophy to (he association lor 
its "great services rendered 
to films.” The iuurnalists 
were inuved by the gesture. 
"I felt like doing something 
for t hem. They are doi ng' so 
much for us without accept¬ 
ing a nythixqx in return. I tell 
this was theleast I could 
do," Pran said. 


M ahaaxK-the film in 
wh ic h Axn fra bfr has a 
triple role^'is having prub* 
lems. The two producers 
from south.had decided to 
complete the film in (me 
year (it usually takes four to 
six months to complete a 
film in the south), out first. 
Amitabh fell sick, then 
ffemagot pregnant and had 
to be replaced by Perveex)— 
the other stars are Wahteda 
Rehman and Zeenar. then 
Amitabh met with an acci¬ 
dent while doing a risky 
shot. Naturally the produc¬ 
ers are being asked to drop 
the idea of making the film, 
but they are determined, 
and so It seems, is Amitabh. 
And not without reason 
either. After all, for the first 
time in the history of Hindi 
films has an actor been paid 
a priceso high. 


Amjad. w hen siyce« stfuck 

CCT didn't know I had ene* 
X mies. I have always 
tried to^nake friends, not 
enemies. It is the first rime I 
discovered'(hat success 
automatically breeds ene* 
xntes." said Axn>ad Khan. 
The success; the completion 
of the film Chor PoUca. six 
months after heiiegan work 
on it. Naturally, cntics are a 
bit cut up about the success 
especially since nothing 
came of the raid on bis 
house, prior to his trio to 
Dubai, where most of the 
shooting was done. The film 
is due for release and Am* 
jad is planning a vary grand 
premiere, all tor chmry. 


CAirin/eevi: rx$jng 

F or ihexnuhararof the 
Kannada film Kannu 
Tharipida Hennu (She Only 
Opened My Eyas), the pro* 
ducer requested CM R, Gun 
du Rao CO conduct (he cere¬ 
mony. Replied the CM: "Us 
ten, my wifeo^ned my 
eyes, why don't you a» her 
to conduct the ceremony? It 
v/iW be in (he fitness of 
things if she does it.” The 
producer agreed happily, 
and Ve/afakshrnxconduCtad 
cha caramony. Thafilm is 
directed by ManlMurugan 
and hat Afhok and Anti in 
the lead rules. 


T !ie Telugu films, Bangar 
\ikanuka and Ksishnai' 
junaiu have not come up to 
expectation. Both ara mui- 
ristarrers and have ace 
directors at the helm. The 
fbrmr'scasr uncludesA. 
Sagaabwan Rao, Srjdevx 
and Sujatha and the film is 
directM by B. Madhusuda- 
na. The latter has Shobhan 

Babtk jayapradha. Krishna 
and SlideVI starring in it, 
while (he film Is directed by 
Dasari. 




Suq^ tt«elt 


Beginning 18 April 


By AMRITLAL 




ARIC8 i15 Apnl<.U ttitf) The 
will prave (0 be 
suLcesehJt for you Those m 
service wHi rr\$k9 steedy prog¬ 
ress SfuderTts vmH have eA 
easy Mi»e^ These pursuirg intellectual and 
amsbc aciivities will be remerkably lucKyihis 
weei\ you wiN eatn the praise of people who 
matter Friends af>0 reiationa will be rather 
helpful A very POOd week for those romenti- 
caHy inclined A leher will bnr«g good riews 
Good deles' 18 t9ano?4 uetyagiMert: t 
4 and 8 FevQurable dirselian. East 

TAUftUi (IS Mey—14 UM) Ao- 
imance counship and rnar< 
Iriaga are ihe local po»nis for 
iiriisweek A very good lime for 
luhdehakihp matrimorHai cor* 
respor>de’ ca Financially, Ihn a good 
wMk lucfiiar ones among you will gam 
through inhantanca For ihosa m sannee. 
this IS iha lime for you to approach your 
employers lor favours A friendship is m the 
ofiirtg. The domestic from win ramam peace¬ 
ful end be a source of | 0 y for you Geod dates 
19. 21 and 23 Lucky numbers: 3 S and 7 
Fivourabla directions Norih and Easi 

G8MINI (1$ Juae—14 Jaiyf 
Although the professional front 
,does not look loo bnght on 
I account of the fe iiures in at you 
^ may fKa this week, do not be 
dishaartaned, A inand will turn up ai the nghi 
momeni and help you but with your work 
The domeahc frooi will remain calm and 
Drnyjd e you with all I he support that you may 
need trve week Deai with eiders lectfuoy 
they may prove very demanding Aoinenca 
19 well Signified Gaed dilat 20, 22 and 24 
Lacby numberi: 3. 6 and 9 FaveeriUa dirtc* 
lion South 

CANCER (18 Juty-14 Aagatll 
I You will need all Ihe courage 
'and deierminaiion io over* 

I come the problems met are m 
laiore for you ihis week 
However, you wiN be amply comper^saied by 
a happy romance and a very peaceful 
domiesiK front. Tma is rwt a parpcuiarfy 
favourabfa week for poliiKiens there are 
indicaiions of a major setback On the 
profassiOhal front competition may resull m a 
great deal of anxiety A inenc may try to 
deceive you. Good datei' 2i. 23 ar>d 24 
Ualry numben: S. 6 and 7. Favoetabla dfffc* 
tlOH: West 






L£Q (IS AapMl—14 taiWbirf 
An exceOant week lor women 
lend cNIdren, Most of the prop* 
lams lacmg you are kkefy lo be 
Isoived this weak Seek the 
help .of friends thee advice may coma m 
har^ A weak of opportunties lor busmass*. 
men. New and lucrabve oeaia may be made 
with a lane ba of judgement A word of 
caution tha domestic front may not be very 
peaceful Geod deiar 10. 20 and 22 Letky 
aembart; 1. S and 9 faueenblt dkecilae: 
South 

V1II60 (IS Seftemaer^H OW* 
ier| Provided you waicn your 
words and moves doaeiy. Ihis 
may turn out to be a fe«r 1 y 
successful week for you, A 
word of advice exerose utmost caubon 
when It comes to deabng wen your employer 
end coliaagues ei work. Chances ers tnai 
matters win be eompkceied for you oeceuse 
of your own fault The domestic front may 
not be enogather calm you may neve 
differences Of opevon wsn your spouse 
deed belaa: 18.2i and 24. Lucky tiembtra; 2. 
4 and 6 Favoerabit lirection Norm 

LMIU (IS OeioMf—14 Hevetn* 
btff Librans. watch out Tfva 
week your snermea w4i be 
very active However Ihera is 
no heed lor you to worry, for 
they are not m a posdion to harm you Avery 
goM wefk lor romance courtship and 
marnage Oo not leave matnmomai corres* 
pondence pendmg On me professional 
front, mera « kkafy to be a change You will 
be m a position to sxarcise your mfiuencs 
and maks rapaj progress Good Mat: 19.23 
and 24 Lacby aembers; 3.6 end 7. Feisvrslla 
dlrscdee: Wesi 

% 

SCORPIO m Hevtmber—14 Oa* 
caittbar) A lairly successful 
week for professionait. pro* 
video you can take a reason¬ 
able amount of nak This 
however, is not • very good week for 
buamesamen. You wdi be required to over* 
come the probfems faeng you by dmi of 
sheer hardwork and datermnetion Oo not 
hesflaAe to seek ihe advice of an astrologer. 
His pr a dicbons may be oeneficiaf for you. 
Look forward to a journey towerds the end of 
this week. Seed delts: 20. 22 and 24 LKfcf 
Awabsn'. 1. 4 end 9 Favanribla eiracfioa: 
East. 






SAGinARIUS (II Osesmber^ 
14 ^Svaryf The domeatic front 
will turn out to be a source of 
happinen for you this week. 
Even il you are not able to 
solve your problems, they wiif, nevertheless, 
cease to worry you for the moment Friends 
and ralabves will make iNa a busy wsek lor 
you. and you msy havs to pley host to thsm 
around tha weekand. For thoea in sarvNCe. 
do not chaHenga your superwi* Qwi] 
difai 19. 23 and 24. LHCfey itunbtrs: 3,4 and 
a Favsurabie dfraetlen. East 

CAPRICORN (II Jattearv—14 
iFlbmiryj lovara. awseiheahs 
and avarybody Invoivad m 
maiiera of iha hean. brighten 
up. This 16 an axcsHsnt week 
lor romance, courtship and marnaga A word 
d caution do nu taka a nasty decision, but 
consult your fnends and seek ihe edvice oi 
eiders before lakmg a pfunge. Lfrrionunaiefy. 
the professionel front does r>ol look particu* 
larty prght Do not despair take it easy end 
the hard times will be over soon (Mod ditst: 
18. 22 and 23 Lucty numbers: t. 4 and 6, 
Fivourabla dlrttllon: South 

AQUARIUS ns FabruarY-*14 
Marabj This should be a (airiy 
pleasant week for you pro* 
vided. you do not tei a member 
of, the opposite sex interfere 
with your proiessionaf life. Do not worry 
unddy if the domestic froni does not turn out 
to be very calm. Deal with your family 
members tectfufly snd matters wdl be under 
your control This is not a vary good lime lo 
make draabc changes. A word of advice do 
noi be extieveganr Welch your health Good 
datsi; 22.23 and 24 LKby euniban: 2. 3 and 
7. Farearabie diraetlOA. Southeaai. 

PISCES (18 March—14 April! An 
axceiisnt week for those look* 
mg for work. jOb OppOrtunrlieS 
iwiii come your way. You.may 
'be faced with innumerable 
probieme both on the profeseionei as well as 
on the eome9l< fronts Do not lose heart, 
concenirata on your work and the hard limes 
will be over soon. Let you mtuihon be your 
guide end push forth your plans. A word ol 
caubon: be on your guard, a friend is out to 
deceive you. Watch your heat^ Good dtlSK: 
16. 20 and 24. Ueby aumbtn; 2, 5 and 8. 
Fiveerabit directien: East end North' 
west. 




For non bont betwean 18 fdercb and 14 A#^l: women bom dunng dva naruraity You tend lo have a rekgioua bent of mmd However, moai 
period ere weii aware of me transience o* kfe Conseguentiy. ygu of you are generally very a^npieminded. which « why. you are often 
eeidem lay undue atraea on weeltn and recogMion. Howevar. your hurt by those wtio profaea to love you. While your loveHfe mey not be 
nature end peraontkry are sucn that you are etmooi efwiys very peaceful, you have happy married iivei 
reapected and revered. vour a&ktiee ere muisteeeied. Not vour anii&c temperamem makes you a very good muaJPin. ecfreaa 
aurpnamgiy. (htrefoce. success comet to you eesify end afmeet or poet although you do succeed remarkebiy m me academic field. 
















































A4ore than the whispering presence 

an air of excellence 


Spencer's Airconditioners 



*Det»nnin«d by 
piychon>elric lasli 


L*t Sp«ncv's aircondit loner 
breetba the eir of exoeUenoe into 
your life. 

Built wiUi (he higbMt coding 
capacity and f(v eontinuoua. 
uniform cooling eiriciency, 
Sperw:e/'a eirandiiioner laidee) 
fcr officee and bomea. The wcrk* 
borae compreaacr in the Spencer’a 
aircondKiooer just wbupcn id 
enduring preaence delivering 

S iimum cooling efficiency day 
er day Every other cOCDponeni 


in the Spencer's airconditioner is 
engineered to exude the same air 
of excellenoa. 

Spencer's expert trouble¬ 
shooters are on call to set right 
any disorder, and to carry out 
preventive maintenance on an 
on-going basil' 

When* you can buy excellence 
why settle for leas? 

Available en DOB A D ratas 
and eeweaastetial aselaa tama. 



8oppli*n ol good* and mstiom for batter living 


Spencer S Co Limited 

769 Anna Salai. Madras 900 002 

Phone: 93001 

80 Mahathma Gandhi Road, 
Bangalore S60 001 Pbone: 82301 


I0-A Sham Nath Harg. Delhi 110 0S4 
Phone: 222231 
70 Dtameod Harbour Reed. 
Kiddetpore, Calcutta 700023 
Ptene; 4$Se21 


For)et( Street. Bombay 400036 
PhoM 367939 
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SCMtA: Mr Sal MahajaA, roumm minis* 
•■■■■* t«f, refused 10 have rea in his office 

uolass he was offered it in a stiver tea 
set. it is leami. He did not like the 
chinaware tea set provided by the gov* 
ernmeor. Since the goverruBeni did not 
oblige the minister, a slate public sector 
undertaking had to provide him a three- 
piece silver ret set. This also did not 
satisfy the minister. He is keen to have 
matching cups and cutlery with his 
silver lea set and wants one of the 
departments under him to satisfy his 
desire—/j|d/an Express (Vtr Bale. 
Patiala) 

TRIVANDRUM: Mr M K K. Nayar. 
(AS, former chief of Fertilisers and 
Chemicais Alwave. was arrested for 
. j j u elleged falsifKacion of his son's marks. 

CHANDIGARH; A jusg*nded member Accetdin. in the police, hi> ««. R.vm 




CHANUtt^AKH: A suspended memoer 
of the Hi/yana Vldhan Sabha Mr Canga 
Ram (Lok Dal), wearing only his under 
garments, ''streaked^ through the 
second floor corridor of the assembly 
building yesterday <25 March). The su«* 
pended MLA eppeared in the press 
lounge with his mouth sealed with a 
piece of black cloth. On his forehead he 
displayed a card inscribed in Kindi 
implying that ^'speech is not allowad 
here " The speaker recalled that the 
member was suspended after approval 
by the House—Times of f.id/e (P. S. 
Ramanithan, Bombay) 

PUNE It is the Himachal way to happy 
honey-moonina. Not only bridal suites. 
euphemisticaTly called '‘honeymoon 
huts." arc provided in Cheil, near Simla 
where abaolute privacy is assured to the 
newly weds, the Himachel Pradesh tour 
ism department has gone further in 
giving education to the inexperienced 
^ keeping profusely illustrated copies 
of Vatseyana's Ksmesutre for those who 
have the need or the patience to peruse 
it. Revealing this to newsmen. 
Himachars tourism minister. Mr Sat 
Mahajan. said that to (he critics of his 
'conjugal blits schema’ be otfered a 
wUhrt^iM stay in the "bMaymoon 
bS^.^iWl cBe dtffcrcBca. But vfwn 
he Mela It clear to them that they 
should take with them only their wives, 
there ware few takers— Tiwea of Jodie 
(0. P. Bajaj. Varenasi) 

COCHIN; It has been a regular errand 
for the Port Cochin police »ese days to 
restore the “lost" Anilkumar to his 
parents, livnu in ChitrattepeUm in Port 
Cochin. For the bvy of six who took to an 
"adventurous" life after dropping out 
from the second standard, the pme has 
baen •'runaway success. He first ceOs e 
sympathetic soul that he has lost bis 
way while travelling with his parents. It 
is ofily narural then for any man to feed 
him ttfmptuously and rep or t to ch« 
police, who take upon themselves the 
job of locating his parents Till then, he 
IS a state guest. Anilkumar has visited 

S ice stations throu^out the state. 

i the police at the Fort Ceehin 
statlav, it was the 37th sach visit of 
AnlJkumar on Tuesday <23 MarchV— 
indiin tJtpnee flndira Nayar, Trivan 


According in me police, his son. Ktvm 
draneth Krishnan. obtained admission 
to a medical college in 1970 after his 

E redegree marks were manipulated 
e is yai to pass lus final examination 
even after 12 years—Temes of tndte 
(Bhagwati Agarwal. Aligarh) 

BANGALORE A floral welcome for 
VIPs a( (he airpon lerminal can. at 
times, be cruel for cupassenaers. A 
rousing reception for Mr Jaffer Shanef. 
minister of state for railways, the other 
day turned out to be a sad experience 
for Mr Cutral. a copassenger from Delhi, 
who slipped on the rose petals strewn on 
the smooth terminel surface. The sud* 
den fall broke hjs forearm. Two other 
passengers irvcluding a foreigner met 
with a similar fate iMt did not sustain 
injuries—I>eccan Hereid (R. Vijendra, 
Bangalore) 

CALCUTTA: It is a measure of the 
exciiement that the Rajya Sabha polls 
have evoked among West Bengal MLAs 
that the authorities have decided to 
have »' heart specialist it the Mlling 
booth at the Assembly House. Besides 
the usual Assembly nuuse doctor, the 
authorities have also decided to have a 
heart specialist as some of (he voters 
are reportedly suffering from heart dis¬ 
ease—fudien Express {Cynthia 
Stephen. New Delhi) 

AHMEDABAD. A city court today 
issued an injunction preventing a 32* 
year-old businessman from entering 
into contract marrUge«with an unmar¬ 
ried girl tiU 39 March. The business¬ 
man's wife, Labhuben Patel, had filed a 
suit praying the court to stop her hus¬ 
band from entering into miatri kerer 
with another woman— lodien Express 
(Girish Desai. Baroda) 

NAGPUR: Government employees en¬ 
joyed the luxury of swimming m water- 
starved Nagpur in m hastily filled pool 
on Maharashtra's new year's day yester¬ 
day <26 March). The public wo^s de¬ 
partment pressed into service 140 water 
tankers to pump water into the govero- 
ment pool. Tha other swimmini pwls in 
the camicelly water-starred aty in the* 
summer bad remained dry for several 
years now—Times of Indie (Anurag 
khaane, Allahabad) 


The entire press is not doing nega¬ 
tive writing. This applies to only 
one or two newspapers an^even 
there, only to one or two indi¬ 
viduals—kirs Indira Gandhi 

The Press is after all the fourth 
pillar of society. How can one pillar 
play an adverse role to the other 
three—Vasant Sathe interviewed 
in Probe 

1 am not a political person—Me • 
neka Gandhi 

The Janata Party is Morarji Desai's 
property—Charan Singh 

The Indians are funny people. You 
can't fool them They know if you 
really love them, then they will love 
you in return—Lord Mountbattet) 
in the forthcoming book Mounrber- 
ren end the pern non of Indie, by 
Larry Collins and Dominique 
Lapierre 

J don’t have to work at all for 
Karnataka to be Mrs Gandhi's 
Waterloo. Gundu Rio is doing an 
excellent job on my behalf— Devii« 
rajUrs interviewed in Probe 

Formerly these muUehs were, of 
course, educated pMple- but to¬ 
day-all I would say is that I do not 
consider li necessary to cut off 
people’s hand and feet, to flog them 
in public—Mrs Nusrat Bhutto 

The real problem for the govern¬ 
ment 1$ not the transfer of power, 
but the setting up of a true Islamic 
democratic system-Zia-ul Huq 



For 40 years the world has watched 
her transformation from ravishing 
child to overweight grandma, from 
movie queen to Broadway-star. 
Through seven marriages .(six hus¬ 
bands) tragedies and near fatal 
illnesses Eusaberh Teylor has in¬ 
spired torrid headlines and tawdry 
biogrtpb ies —Life 

Delivering convocation addresses 
...giving speeches at various func- 
rioos—Vice President HidayatulUh 
on hit productive activity 











CopfiniM this for 10 yews more 
And for 5 

Or> m«iun(V of the firet Aecvr(in0 
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ftetnvesimeni Plen for 10 yeert. 
And tor another 5 years. 
Sonilariv. on mvtivitv of The 
second Recuronp Depoarl pirt 
the fSiunfs in a ^investment 
Plan (or 5 years. 

The Super Savings Peckege 
Piters you the ootkon ot starting 
vyith any amount you desire 
•M tor periods lhai suit your 
convenience. 
kiniKi i«. aai ai*««i«v«» 


We've got it att organised to 
make savings simply exerting 


Now Slate Bank packs 
loads of excitement rnio savings 
To get s whoopmg sum of 
money. <s incredibly simpre You 
save just Ps. SO a month for 
26 years And you gee ovei 
Ps. $5,0001 Or a monthly 
mieresi oi Ks 045,30? Mariin 
after morirh.As long ar> you 
retain your savings 

See ho«v 6SP yverke. 

It'S eimpie. it's eselting. 

you put Rs SO every r>onih m a 
Reeuning Oa;>08it lor 10 yeuis 
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QUmiQNS 

1 Ei^en il you aro not B m«moo< of 
OArltamont you can partak* a liftla Of 
parhamant Hon'^ 

2 A paOfly wagon it uaad for qurta a 
Oiflaront purpota of^ar man franaportmg 
paddy. Whai i$ rt? 

3. A qutflar is one who pivot up oaaiiy. 
Under wfNat ctrcumttaocet rnighi a fiorM 
be caHed a qurtiar'’ 

4. Rebecca It a BiMicai charactor. Sul in 
Weltn malory. ReDocca it a importani 
character 

6 . There were three Retcht in futtory. 
Other than the Jatl one of the Nazis 
which are the other two? 

6 . It you were ever to bail out of an 
•Irpiara or a ahip you would uaa a luMar 
raft, fl haa a epec«l namt. What la a? 
T. Ont haa haarq of painetry and for¬ 
tune teumo by ewirHog lee-ieavee bi a 


cup There it enorhar method, Vmt of 
dMnabon by dropping meflad wax m 
wafer What 4 tfw procaw named? 

8 . Gabnela Fallopio, an Nahar anatom' 
lel. cMcovarad the pretence of an knpor- 
lent pari of Bw tnenan body. What ie a? 

9. The fWemaaorMetethainwi natiu iial 
communtet eong. W h en waa R com* 
poaad? 

10 . tf oiw ia caned Wobtehoua what 
would that algnffy? 

11 . Mayday, tha International 
radioteiephonic dMreee eignai la made 
up of two words. What are hay? 

12 . a mawafl o< a democracy a country 
had kaiofio cr acy, whw would r maan? 

13. H in a daaan you came acroae a 
Simoom whai would you do? 
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OPPOSITION UNtTY tN SECRET _ Si cigl) should get foma 

^ new par^. Babuj) would be the 

leader of the pany in the Lok 
Sabha and Charan Singh would be 
\ its chairman. Mr Sharad Pawar. 
& who is not ready to accept either Mr 
I Ur$ or the Chaudhury as leader, 
* acted ihioueh Mrs Ajnbica Soni. 
Meanwhile Mr Biju Patoaik was 
also Itching to settle a score with 
the Chaudhury artd along with Mvi 
Lai wanted to scuttle any proposed 
combination of Babuji and Cnaran 
Singh, All the politicians met at Mr 
ft K. Hcgde'i place on S April. 
They wanted to act quickly. The net 
retuli was a press conference at the 

_ __ __Janata Party office on ? April. The 

itnd Sharad Pawar secrer/ve phtrer* interesting part was that the 

. — ■> — —■ !■ ■ -■ .1 .■> ■ - general secretary of the Con* 

WllAT scared Mr Sharad Pawar, KPCC(S) president Devaraj Urs gress(S), Mr Unnucrishnan, who is 
Mrs Ambica Son! and Mr Biju Pat* said that **before the events over* also its leader in the Lok Sabha, 
naik so much that they had to work take us we have to aa.” He had knew nothing about these develop* 
in secrecy for opposition unity? openly mentioned that he wa^ ments being engineered by Mrs 
Particularly as their move was thinking of merging the KPCC(S) Ambica Som. He was deliberately 
aimed against Babu Jagjivan Ram. with the Lok Dal. The move was kept in the dark about the new 
Mr Charan Singh and Mr Devaraj followed by a suggestion from some developments by Mr Sharad Pawar 
Urs. In the last week of March of Babu JagjivanRam's friends that and Mrs Ambica Soni. 


OPPOSITION IS PASSIVE ANYWAY CUTDOWN TO SIZE 


ON (he evening of 7 April, when 
Chaudhury Charan Singh 
announced his retirement from *'ac* 
tive politics.'' gloom descended 
among the Lok Dal members. Lead¬ 
ers and hundreds of party workers 
gathered at the Chaudhury's resi¬ 
dence, \2, TughUq Road, to 
'^muurn'* rhe occa'sjon. But the 


heavy atmosphere in the house was 
broken when Prof. Sarup Singh, 
former Delhi University vice chan* 
cellor who is a close friend of the 
Chaudhury and a LAk Dal leader, 
said: "Why are all of you mournful? 
Chaudhury Sahab has only retired 
from ‘active politics*. Politics today 
is mostly passive anyway.” 


RAJ MANGAL PANDE 
STABBED IN THE BACK 


RAJ Mangal Panda, the Uttar 
Pradesh Congress(S) leader who 
led a group of six MLAs in voting 
for the Congressd) in the recent 
Rajya Sabha elections, has been 
rewarded all right but in a perverse 
sort of way. His name was being 
mentioned for over a month as the 
possible new home minister of the 
state {Looking CU^s 14 March). He 
was expected to join (he Congres* 
s(l) soon after the Rajya Sabha poll 
and become home minister in the 
Vishwanath Pratap Siitgh ministry. 
* 'replacing Mrs Swarup Kumari Bak 
shi whose performance has been 
none too happy. But a day after the 
paUigg on 29 March, V. P. .Singh 
^Htrmounced in a press conference 
that he was not contemplating any 
reshuffle or expansibn of his minis* 
try! That was not all. The same day 
the home secretary of the UP gov¬ 
ernment briefed the Lucknow press 
that a close associate of Mr Pajide. 
Mr Gouri Shanker, MLA from Era* 
wah district, was suspected to be 
harbouring ducoiis and was likely 


(0 be arrested under Section 21€ of 
the Anti'Dacoity Act (which pro* 
vides for detention without bail for 
six months). 

Why did tbe ruling party not 
make these two announcemenis be* 
fore 29 March? The reason was 
that, according to intelligence re¬ 
ports in Lucknow, as many as 19 
Congress!!) MLAs were expected to 
defy the pvty whip in the ftajya 
Sabha voting. Therefore, the sup- 
rart of the six MLAs close to Mr 
rande was vital for Mr V. P. Singh. 
The warning In the intelligence 
reports was not without foundation. 
As many as 16 Confess!!) MLAs 
close (o Lokpati Tnpathi. son of 
Kamlapatiji. east invalid votes oo 
29 March. Once the voting was 
over. Mr Pamfe and his men be¬ 
came expeodable. Tbe question 
that now arises is that alter Mr 
Pande'i bitter experience, will any 
other leader whose services are 
needed by Mrs Gan<&i*s party, ever 
think of supporting the Corv 


MAKHANLAL Fotedar, Mrs Indira 
Gandhi's factotum, was recently 
snubbed by Mr Rajiv Gandhi. What 
seems to have irked Mr Gandhi was 
Mr Fotedar*! behaviour towards hli 
friends. Mrs Aruna Roy. the State 
Trading Corporation representa¬ 
tive in Moscow, gave short shrift to 
Mr Fotedar's younger brother who 
was with the STC in Moscow for 
sometime. Fotedar Junior com* 

C l lined to the elder Fotedar about 
Irs Roy. Consequently an invesci* 
gating team was dispatched to Mos¬ 
cow to \oo\f into the alleged irregu* 
larities there. Nothing was found 
but Mrs Roy continoed to be haras¬ 
sed. Then one of Mrs Roy's sons 
complained to Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 
Being a close friend and from the 
same school helped. Mr Fotedar has 
now realised that being a faithful 
retainer of the family does not help 
in the face of the old boy network. 

WISE MOTILAL ~ 

IN the central hall of Parliament an 
MP suddenly declared with a 
solemn face chat Moiilal Nehru had. 
foreseen that one dayman Anand 
would stake a claim ro the mantle 

vf hi> family and had provided for 
that inevitability. How? asked his 
Startled colleagues. Explained the 
MP; When Motilal Nehru pui 
together his life's savings and built 
a house for bis family in Allahabpd. 
he named it Anand dhavan and nor 

NebjuildupaU..^- r 



























Ufe iBteyour «hoes* 


If asfaiae is all you*re 
looking for, any sK>e polirii 
will do. We*re talking 
about what happens under* 
neadi the shine—the 
caring necessary to 
prevM the leadier from 
agefag, hardening or 




nibble CM*. 

KIWI b made of rich 
waxa— naturd and syn- 
tbecic-r'and dyea. A» you 


brush your shoes with 
KIWI, you'll notice a 




thro^i because it wcxks 
more than surface deep. 
Tlut waxes sink throu^ 
and nourish the leather to 
pliant softneas. Making 


thinfi comfortable inside 
the sheet as well as w<»k' 
ing up a shine outside. 

Wh^’s more, the * deep 
shine* weVe talkuy about 
iai't afiecttxi water or 
dust or a little 
UD. A minute's lialit brush 


mg bru^ the shine 
Youli soon see 
KIWI care is all about. 

lt'$ life fot the leather 
and diine for your shoes. 


rproUuci 
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^ekomgibup *^SeaRock 

invites you 

to a wemotSble experience 

ill Bombay 


Wckomiroup Stsftock. A S-Siar <kluu 
Reiort H otel ui \Mtd in a q ukt. iccJ udc<f location. 
Surrounded by cool blue seas on ihrte sides. 

You'll sUy in one of our exquisite suites 
designed by one of India's top interior deconiora 
—ihe ultimate in elegance and style. Each with a 
breath lak iag view. Towering waves e s plod i ng into 
a speciac\dar shower of spray. Green pelms sway* 
int to the rhythm of the wind. The distant view 
of the city skyline metting into the morning mist. 

Freel 

A chaoReur-d riven car at your dispose 
from the moment you check in. for use in 
Onater Bombay ooJy. A modem, well-equipped 
gymnasium. Steatmng turlusb baths and saunas 
to relax in. A swimming pool to cool off. 

A skating rink. And a place to dance 
the night away-The Cavern* 

Bombay's most exdusive 
discotheque. 


Sprrial dtaceam. 

At the Beauty Parlour, Massage Room, 
Barber Shop, Oceanic Coffee Shop and the 
Kenakona ^r. 

Besides, we have five speciality restauranti 
offering a range of exotic cuisine no other hotel 
can provide. 

And of course, there's our superb service to 
lake care of your every need. And make you feel 
very much at home. 

TWWflci^e^ Sdte lt*i yov 

gateway to Bembay—Md a oaoMiila experteoee. 

Because nobody givee you Bombay like we do. 

At just Ri.2000/- per coupk.per suite.per 
day. Taxes extra. Inclusive of Bed and American 
Breakfast. An extra bed ^vided for just Re. 99/» 
per day. 

Offer talid tIH September 38.1981 

Coolact your Travel A gent or telex direct ly 
to WekoDgroup ScaRock at the number given 
below. 



V%B.COMGROUP 


SeaRock 


Land'e Ena Bandra. Bombay 400 050. Ptiena: 535421. TeSax: 011-B4Ba Mia: SEAROCK 
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taught mettle joys of Tingling! 


1 

F?' >. V, '• w£-' 

UHi 1 

W// 1 

-%■ ' 1 

f^-^- 1 

> I 

1 

‘t*’-. .' '' 1 

1 

1 

l ' : 1 

' sV;';| 

UgS^k^., ''*''""v| 

DiBKBn!^9^« 'i 'I 

H ^ 

II 









“Why, rm fine.” I 
said, trying to make my 
>t>lce as husk)’ as 
possible. 

'*No, you aren't ” ahe 
said, “You're like the 
thousands of other 
people who ha\’ea*t 
round happiness. Td like 
to make you happy.” 

1 pinched myself 
Yep. I was swab. 

“You a social 
wortcer?” I asltf d. “No," 
she said. *rd Just like to 
cheer you up. Will you 
Tlnde with me?” 

1 almost choked 
Ting.. .H ngle..heh... 
beh. weu, Td love to.” 
And 1 looked slyly about 
to see If anyone had 
overheanL Then come,” 
she said. 

She stopped outside 
a shop. *You buying 
something^r 

“Yes, and we*ll Tln^ 
here too.” 

“VoiL..you... mean 
here T My voice shot 
up a couple of octaves. 

“But all these 
piop]t^.T 
^y. ihw 
Tlngll^ag’toor 

people Tin 
in tbst..tiiaL. 

Sbe laughed 
mtschie^tnls}y and said. 
“You can Tingle 
anywheref 

She walked up to the 
counter and returned 
with two chilled bottles 
of Tln^r. Handing me 
one, she said, “No«*, 


re 



take a sip, and 
concentrate on your 
tongue.” I tDok« sip. 

1 felt the delicious 
llat’oiir of chilled. tang>’ 
lemons... mm m.. Jove ly. 

“Don't swaQow it 
Roll your tongue 
around...can you feel it? 
Huh? Can you feel the 
Tindc-r 

1 rolled my tongue 
around...a miulon tiny 
bubbles popped against 
my paiate...snd..then I 
felt Ul An exciting 
Tinging sensation 
^reading slowly..All 
over. And ooooh...I felt 
terrific! In sheer 
excitement, I burst out: 
^rm Thigiii^r 
“Keep going.” she 
sold. T'ake snwl sips 
and concentrate oa the 
fiavour toor 

Long after we'd 
finishea. we Just stood 
there feeling good all 
over. Then I naked deep 
into her eyes and 
whispecea sofUy. “Can I 
ask you somethlQg*^ 
Our eyes held, and 
she said. “WhstT 
“Can we have 
another round? My 
treat” And we boui 
burst out laughing. 

WeVe become Uic 
best of friends ever 
since. 


Get the taste that Tingles. 
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AH AMANDA BAZAR RuBUCATlON 


25 April—1 May 1982 



wnn M9nin*h4 Vogrt ^ tn Indit upio? Thty art 

irtmiciiiy ouyii^g ud iira. rw miitary MtabHahmant*. 
Dfirtgkig in aarronomlMi from BwtttMnd v6 poumg 
lham inio loilng influtirlal cpnetfna. What doaa iht MahanaM 
propoaa to 00 aflar oo^thantiy fatumiAg to India? MaOhu Jain 
InvOatigalaa PtoaU 


Hiriim/an Singh, iha Oram bahino iha Sapiamoaf 106' h^acking 
oi an Indian Airiinai Boaing to Lahora Oy DU Khaiaa aOMita 
dafhandmg a Mpariia $Mh nomaiand. haa mada alarming 
ravaiationa djiing hia intarrogation. In iha Kit of eontaeta and 
lympatrijan of lha Oai Khaiaa namad Dy him. ihara va many 
who ara cioaa to cantral homa mtniatar OyaN ZaH Smgtv. la 
Oyanfji guilty of mainiaming Hnka wilh tarmhata? SAuOhabrata 
Bhattaeharya fmOa oul 14 



On a not April avamng in Amnlaar. Oanaral Dyar’a forca ooanaO 
ftra on a crowd of ZO.ooo unarmao paopia who had gaiharad lo 
attand a maating In tha JaHianwaia Bagh. Tha aiaugntar oacama 
a tandma*in iha indapandan c a atruggia Exoluaiva «(Oaeti from 
. 4V?Maar: Tha Maaam That Endad ^ Ra| by Affrad Oripar. 
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Oangar at Hydarabad^Baunwra Btnarfaa and Syad Ma)aa0ui Haaan 


MTtMUnOlMl RinflT 


Tha laat roar of tha SHbah iien/AaNa Ray so 




Chanoigarh convanttonBhubhaortia Bhattaoharya 36 
Ura raadlai Nmaaii for poii|/iouiaa Famandaa 
Cho raai^a horn iha PUCUAniia Praiap 
MaMpuha aora ovar land axcnanga/Samanu Qhoin 
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Whvn luod ckig) ihr mIw« 
pnrMurc builds up irmdc 
A prvaiure cooksr A pngls Mkiy pki9 is ihsn 
vi^rteJ t>> pi«v«nl ths ofdinsry prvwu^ 

((x^r iKxri eipladiog 
if ih« uMy pluf 11 spurious^ 

Voo csnnoi trU i 9unuine 
from d sponuu» ufs^r pUip 
tef^Dpsdmgnsd BiP 

9 prsisurv coolrsr (hot ^ 

IS unrrly so/s Emn uftfi o ipurlPM to/sv 

Nvw PwsP9S M d M lywd for Misl Mfoty 

Now Prcfiigs Is cbs ool^ ptsmiis coohsr diA 
doss not dspsnd uf^ un A tsfoty plug to 
pfswsnl kibi>sn sccdents. You ossd 
osurr wonv about tpunous iparr pam agasi 
N«w Ptesttgs hA total ssicly buih into A 
hawc dvwgn A uniqus Gstkst 
Rrlsass $v«sm inakss it absoluwly 
Ndk under anv cundtiion 

How ihs unique Osekst RcImm 

System uorks As | 

The very prs^uirr iliai iTiske> 

other conkvrs nshv. DiQgers oft the mlsiy ^ 

dvuice in New PrAT^ The Gasket RsWaae 
Sysiem bwh luo A ltd enables 

the rubber gadset iiSMde to pi^ 

stretch out and releaw ihe 
eacesi uearri Without ar> H 

enjpii'rTi Without any mess I 

The system is so reliable that ^ M' I ^ ^ 
if never falls 10 work twn ** A 

ui(h a ^unuus m/ety pfup orvntd or murtous m n 

rubber yosket uatfi (he mosf careless handkny 
j/iiorlrs'Aluoyft 7b gee you d pressure cooker Stw 
you epn rely upun ^ usnosl to/efy 

^iew Prtetige it more convenient a ^ 




Once the gasket leu uH Peani 
push It back irt ar>d you* conker 
n rpady for use agem 
in sacn^v 


wry A.a I 


New Piesitge 
h mote dunble 

Aa pressure 

nesrr reaches f’P^ 

darsgerous levcb m 

there diets 

wear and tear la ■ j 

on (he cooker 

New PimJ^ ml fast longer 

than any other prcMure cotdurr 

Other reasons airy New Pm dg e 
K (he bete btiyn 

A more duimbte exBa (hick base 
M 06 tfWn 

Stwdiar handfos with long fostfog 
stainiMs itaef scivwe. 

A new aiMlIiarv handfo utch a better 
grip that ciaya coot. 

New idvet deP g ned foe soe ng tfi and 
greater ftgidHy. 


Plus all (hr advantages 

thar made Prnbge the mosi wanted 

cooker for over Ihiny 

yean* 

MateiTwm cooking space wi ih kiger 
cofitojirm and an outer Amng lid 
io you can cook a whole meal tn 
mlflotei. 

DowMr locluftg Ud that preventt 
the cooker being opened while 
there is pressure itmde. 

kaay nwinlvnarK< wtth service 
centres all over India. 

Sla consenlenl sties. 

ISl Bssunsnrp of qunltty. 







the people leho Introduced 
prrMim cooking to fndfo 





L()0K1\(; (JLASS 



Haryana keeps mum 
on Rao Birendra’s trusts 

The family of union agn- 
culture minister. Rao Biren- 
dre Singh. virtuaUy controls 
11 prosperous trusts. When 
questions on thoM crusts 
were raised irr the budget 
session of the Haryana 
Assembly, the government 
was most reluctant to 
answer them. The Speaker 
initially allowed an exten* 
sion of ten days for ^e 

e svarnment to give its reply 
ut when a further exren* 
sion was requested, he said: < . 

•'I cannot admit ih4e (he 

government has absolutely coi»ro/t il irusrs_ 

no information m this question. I direct 
you to come up with the facts in your possession after 
three days.” Nevertheless, supplementaries were not 


three 


answered when the question was listed for reply. 
One of the trusts is tne Bhaxwat Bhakti Ashram, se 


One of the trusts is the Bhagwat Bhakti Ashram, set uo 
in 1942 with over 512 acres of land attached to it—all 
axampt from the It.id coiling act Tha government 
refused to give any details about the buildings attached 
to this trust. Among the other trusts with which the Rao 
is associated are the Rao Tula Ram Samarak Samlti and 
the Rao Tula Ram Trust (which have since mergH). the 
Rio Tula Ram College (which has closed down); Bhagwa 
ti Ashram at Rewari, Chandigarh and Curgaon; the 
Davanand Goshala, Ahir College, Rao Bahai Singh 
College for Women, Rao Birandra Singh’s Collage of 
Educetlon, Ahir Higher Secondary School, and Rao Tula 
Ram Public SchooMall in Rewari); tha Ahir Education 
Board and Shiksha Samiti and San jay college, Ateli. 

Indian officials at 
Asiad discriminated against 

Indian officials and technicians supervising the forth* 
coming Asian games are likely to be lodged in the new 
apartments constructed by the DDA. while foreign 
officials will be aconmodatad in fivcgstar hotels. Mr 
Arun Singh, a member of the Asiad organising commit* 
tee and a close friend of Mr Rajiv Gandhi, expressing his 
surprise at this discrimination, has suggasied that the 
Indians, who comprise tha majority of tha garnet’ 5,000 
officials and ttchniciani, should at least be mt w In 
threeJitar hotels The officials are hoping that w Blngh 
ramambari hli raeommandatlon whan the final daciiion 
Is taken. 

NTR’s political manifesto 


The Talutu FIIa BobbUipuJi (Ferocious Tiger), star* 
ring N. T. Kama Rao and scheduled for rtlaaaa next 
month, is arouaing coosidarabla interest in Andhra 
Pradesh aa wall as new Delhi. Tha film Is said to be a 
aort of calluJoid maaifaito of KTR*i newly formed 
Tilufu Dauffl party. The matlnae Idol had already 
stirred up a berstt'i aatt by branding Andhra Kasari 
Tanguturi Prakasam, the fomar AsAira CM who is 
ravtrtd as the maker of modem Andhra, and Prasidant 
Ban Jive Rad^, "traitors." HTR feels that they have both 
awraftdared tglugu intereati to the nalgHhouring ttatai. 


Pushpak aviation gets 
preferential treatment 


Pushpak Aviation seems ro begetting a lot of mileage 
from lending a Caravella to Mrs Gandhi during the 1980 
Lok Sabha electiun campaign. The Bombay based pri* 
vaia aviation company has recently advertised flights to 
the Gulf as a schMuled associate operator of Air India. 
This service will use Caravelle aircraft bought from 
Indian Airlines at throwaway prtcas. Aviation circles are 
vrondering how Air India can make a private concern its 
scheduled assoc lata whan Indian Airlines not only has 
spare Airbus capacity to operate on this route on a 
Khaduiad basil but is shortly acquiring two more 
Airbuses. Pushpak was allowed to operate scheduled 
flights between Bombay and Madras in July 1980 which 
was stopped only whan tha opposition created a furore 
in Parliament. , 


leverthelasi, supplementaries were not , 


More skeletons in 
Gundu Rao’s cupboard 


The Gundu Rao government may have "lurvivad" tha 
cement scandal on tha floor of the state Legislature by 
its brute majority, but it is learnt that the PAC wifi 
submit reports on two further scandals sometime next 
month, relating to malpractices in the food and civil 
supplies deparimant and in ihe supply of forest produce 
to private forest based industries. Ilia FAC’s first report 
concerns a rice deal between Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh which resulted in a loss of Rs eight croras to the 
state exchequer and raised rice prices at the consumer 
level. The rAC has clear evidence tu believe that the 
food and civil supplies department bungled this deal. 
Also included in tnii report are diKrepancias in the 
grant of fair price depot licences to certain vested 
interests in Bajigalore city. 

The second report relates to the supply of forest based 
produce at "abnormally low rates" to private Indusnias 
through which the state exchequer lost Ri I? croras In 
tha last financial year alone. The government had 
initially decided to revise the rates and a government 
order was issued a month before tha 8f82 budget 
seuioa On 17 September, however, following "several 
representstions received from the plywood, match, pap* 
er and packing industriea," tha government decided to 
appoint a committee, headed by the chief secretary, to 
lotw into the revision of rates. This committee was to 
submit its report within IS days of tha government 
order. But till the time of writing no report has been 
pubmittad. and the order hiking tha races ii being held in 
abeyance resulting in huge losses to tha exchequer. 

Gundu Rao more rrouWe ahead 






















Saas-bahu tamasha 

T TdnyHn $h^irmu*>^ cover stury. Msnekit 
^ chMilcniies Hajiv (28 March), w«s 
cicdlanr ro]i(lc« is a nasiy gama: ii 
laaves no room for family lies and affac* 
(ion. 

B. Chsfidrs Sekhur Ai'harya, 
Bhowamparna (Orissa) 

Mrs Gandhi should realise rhat iha prime 
mmiscership of India Is not (he monopoly 
of the Gandhi famdy. She should scop 
wasiing her (ime on rajlv who is clearly 
a misfir in politics. As (he Prime Minister 
of ihe country she is best advised to 
divert her energies to administratiun. 
The future will look after itself: anyone 
who is capable and can prove higher 
worth, will rule the country. 

Pnnoti Cuha. Bombay 

Shame, shame The cover story reminded 
me of (he conspiracies and revolts during 


Ihe bygone years of kings and badchahs. 
1( IS clear that the Caodhi family has 
royal aspiraiions. 

Tnpii Raran Dutta, ChaodannagarfWesr 
Bengal) 

A sickening affair indeed. l>ie younger 
claughier*indaw and (he elder son have to 
fight It out in public to decide who should 
be ihe heir to Mrs Gandhi's ihrone! When 
will the country be blessed with a leader 
of clear and pragmatic vision? 

H Ashok Komar. Pune 

The cover story came as a shock to those 
who held the Gandhi family in estwm. 
The hunger for power is in^ed 
maddening May God save our country 
and its miJligns of semi clad citixens. 

R I>. CMIappa. Madras 

After all. Maneka went through an 
eight year apprenticeship under Mrs 
Gandhi 

Basudev Pujaru Calcutta 

Mancka is great, but to prove her 
greetnes* she will have to outwit the 
mighty Mrs Gandhi, not Rajiv. 
DrpenJkar Debnath, Calcutta 

A war of succession is being waged m 
Indira’s dynasty. 

Mohammad Shatil MallKk. Dhanbad 

Mrs Gandhi has played the role of a 

? pical Indian inother>indaw. 

R ffanharjn. Cochin 

U Rajiv is a Jaguar. Maneka has proved 

to be an F 16 

Rabindra Dvtia. Tinsukta 

Maneka has more guts than the impotent 
Rajiv 

A)ay Kumar Varma, Ranchi 

In the first round Maneka has decided to 
take on Rajiv; in the second she will 
oppose Mrs Gandhi. This is a healthy 
irend. In a democracy we need a potent 
opposition Only Maneka is capaole of 


effectively opposing her Bwther in*Uw 
because ahe is good looking end has e 
charismatic personality. 

Sumiiava Ghosak Calcutta 

The cover story was fascinating. I 
attended the convention at Baradart Hall 
which was packed with Sanjay lovers. 
Javed All Khan, Lucknow 

There is a great contrasr between 
Maneka and Rajiv: the former belongs to 
(he palace, the latter to the jungles. 

B. Devraj. Beihampisr fOnssaJ 

Why is Maneka so eager to fight? Ip the 
Gandhi family she cannot, logically, 
enjoy as much importance as Rajiv and 
Simia. They are, efter all, elder to her. 
r B. Nanahi, Octacamund 


Octacamund 


In order to restore peace in her family, 
Mrs Gandhi should appoint Maneka 
leader of the Youth Congrassfl) and shift 
Rajiv (0 the post of party president. On 
her part. Maneka should work in 
cooperation with Rajiv in the larger 
interests of the country, 
b. D. TriJcha. Sew Delhi 

What IS so unusual about the 
Maneka-Mrs Gandhi war? It is just 
another story of a seas and a bahu having 
a ^owdown. 

Rameshwar Ram, Patna 

Though otherwise revealing, the cover 
story suffered from occasional 
sensationalism. Sunday is known for its 
objectivity; I hope the devietiun does not 
become a permaneni feature. 

Vdai Khanijow, Jaipur 

The cover story was totally one*sided. It 
^peered io have bean dictated by 
'Dumpy.’ 

Abbas All Mabdj, Aligarh 

Akbar Ahmed was elected MLA from 
Kaldwani constituency in Ninitid, not 
from Hrishikesh as claimed by Udayan 
Sharme. 

Ravj Katburxa, Daurala 


I read and re read Madhu Jain's cover 
story. IAS: Shame and scandal in the 
family (21 March). I wish lu congratulate 
P S. Appu for his brave stand and 
Sunday tof continuing to be the most 
fearless and unbiased magazine in the 
country. 

Iftikhai Ahmed fgbaf, Hyderabad 

One cannot help appreciating Mr Appu's 
principles; the country iteeas more and 
more people like him. How can an IAS 
probationer who is selected after a rigoi* 
ous test of character, behave in such an 
obnoxious manner as V. K. Singh did? 
Sudip Duita, Tushar Kami Saha and 
Dipan Dutta, DUasipara (Aaaem) 

Thanks to Sunday for the detailed and 
indepth report on the V. K. Singh affair. 
Subnash a. Durra, Sew Delhi 

V K. Singh's dismissal from the IAS 
academy must have been welcomed by 
one Hnd all. I was amused to read that 
home minister ZaJ Singh had Initially 
recommended "reformative’* rather than 


The rape of V . K. S ingh 

punitive measures against the erring 
probationer. It is clear that the home 
minister has a very poor opinion of IAS 
probationers: he thinks they are a bunch 
of schoolboys who need to oe reformed. 
H. M. Sbivarudrappa, Shimoga (Kama- 
taka) 

The cover story was superb. One gets the 
impres.sion that the IAS academy at 
Mussourie is the very centre of groupism, 
petty hatred and communalisiD. In my 
opinion, the enquiry against V. K. Singn 
was biased. 

Vijay Kumar Jha, Rarrchi 

Whether or net V. K. Singh raped a 
fellow probationer, the press nas certain* 
ly rapM him. 

Ramaod Sharma, Sew Delhi 

V. K. Singh may have threeuoed Renu 
Singh with a |UQ; but it was another 
proMtionor. Vnnda Sarup, whoftred the 
verbal bullet ("drunken, stupid Bibari’') 
(hat has hurt every Bihari. 

AJay 5. Verma. Samaatipur 


I vras once associated with the academy 
at Mussourie and the V. K. Singh episode 
came as no surprise to me. Hie acedetny 
IS a meeting place for urbane intellec* 
lulls and those forlunate few who come 
from rural and backward areas. These 
probationers make their triumphant en* 
try into a wantmi and unscrupulous 
world where drinking and courting are 
not considered bad. The women prob¬ 
ationers enjoy as much freedom as do (he 
men, and they are. in fact, (he main 
offenders. If the academy has to be 
cleansed, the operation must begin wich 
the women probationers.* 

R. M. Shaema, Sew Delhi 

Ms Jain has claimed that "(be percen¬ 
tage of male probarioners has gone up 
from 23 per cent in the Fifties to 26 per 
cent now, and the percentage of girls at 
(be academy has gene up from two per 
cent to 14 per cent." To what sex, pray, 
did (he remaining 75 per cent (In the 
Fifties) and 60 per cant (at the tine of 
wrliing) belong? 

Ra^t R, Abinuhi, Bombay 
















On the border of disnute 


A dia^ostician 


S ubMiiiAniam Swtmy's «naly$is. Does 
the Sino.indiBn tiorder exist^ (28 
March), muit have enlighiened a larfse 
nuBbtr of Indians who still believe that 
China was the aggressor in 1%2.1 w ish t o 
thank Dr Swamy for being bold enough 
to Uy the blame for, Im Sino lndian 
border dispute squarely on Pandit 
Nehru. 

Subir Sengupta. Cafcurta 

Or Swimy's arguments were quite 
convincing. The outstanding Sinodndian 
border issue should be settled 
immediately through bilateral 
diKusiions. 

F. M. Sehu, Rourkele 

An excellent repert. It has opened new 
avenues for research. 

A. N. Begeshwar, Calcutta 

China could have hardW pleaded her 
own cause better than Dr Swamy who 
made a courageous attempt to unsettle a 
settled fact: the Chinese aggression of 
19€2 Dr Swamy*s “research” to 
challenge the validity and relevance of 
the McMahon line was quite unnecessary 
because Neville Maxwell did the needful 
in India's China War meny ycar> ago. Dr 
Swamy simply repeated Maxwell's 
arguments 

As for hii effort to denigrate Pandn 
Nehru in connection «r tn Tibeti Dr 
Swamy deliberately suppressed facts. 
What could Nehru do after China 
occupied Tibet? The only option he had 
was to lake military action and» loukmg 
at it Quite practically, this was just nnt 
possible Under the circumstances. i\ was 
bvtt for Nehru to keep quiei and ihai wa< 
whai he did. Years later. China had to do 
the same when Sikkim became a part uf 
India. 

In conclusion, [ would like <u rivjuesi 
Dr Swarny to a«k his Chinese friends tn 
recognise Kashmir and Sikkim as 
integral parts of India and thereby five 


! iro^ of their good intent lone toward 
ndia 

Prudeep Kumar. New Delhi 

I am sorry to say that I couldn't 
appreciate Or Swamy's comparison 
between Dalai Lama and Dr Jagjii Singh 
Chauhan, Dalai Lataa was Ibe recognis^ 
supremd haad of a sovereign country, 
whereas Dr Chauhan is ju&i a kburafati 
(mischief maker). 

S. M. Zaman, Condatpara (West Bengal) 

The Smo>lndian border conflict cannot 
he settled by war and the only solution is 
in referring the issue ti> an iniernaiional 
court or a respected body of arbitrators. 
Oopal Rani. Bomhey 

The learned 4.‘conomisi iumed*hisioriao. 
Dr Swamy, used two quotations to 
further his arguments: 

1. Patriotism without conscience >s 
fascism 

2, Democracy without pursuit of truth 
IS a mirage 

However. h« failed to aitnbute these 
word> uf wisdom to anybody. Hence it Ts 
my inference that Dr ^amy has himself 
cuined them to suit bis purpose. Be that 
a^ It may. these lofty wucus arc totally 
devoid (M sense. 

R M R Khanna. Kanpur 

By meking no mention id the Chinese 
attitude towards India between and 
'€2, Dr Swamy has exposed his bias 
against Pandir Nehru It itclaar that the 
purpose of Dr Swamy's article was 10 
tarnish the Hnaga of India’s first Prime 
Minitier 

A Dharmaiaj, Nangvoert (Temif Nadu) 

“ Where ignorance is Miss, it is folly to be 
wi>e.” was wiongly altribuied id Oscar 
SViide by Dr Swamy; u was Thomas (rray 
who wroic this in Ode on a distant 
priMpei r of €(on Cetiege 
Finaki Prasad Ror. Jalpaigun 




I read Aiuia Pratap’s rapnrt on The tBgg 
who selh lock (21 Maru) with iflnN& 
A busmesaman by profaasion, I inMd|B( 
Krishna in the days when ray buf^W 
was jinxed and ailing. Me Krlahnnft 
egnosed my problems: he suggested 
I change the monogram of my conuMVft 
This I md^rosn the original reprotfiUlH. 
above (left) to the prescribed ^fk 
irighiK^nd the results have baoiijBh, 
credible. My business is woaperlng jBfc ! 
and the future holds good promise. HIm* 
wish that myMic science is better fpifk' 
understood and taught for the benmilf 
the masses. 

N. K. Moorthyy BangaJort 7 ^'" 


Appeal in vain 


A n appeal to Indian friends (28 March | 
by Tariq Ali was distressing. The 
Pakistani government’s refusal io allow 
Maihar Au Khan to go abroad for 
medical treatment is hi^ly deplorable. 
S, Ravindfecherty, Chttroor 

We have learnt from Tariq All’s article 
chat hir father. Mather Ali Khan, (he 
veteran fighter against British imperial 
ism during his siu^nt days in India, a 
lifelong supporter of lasting friendship 
between the people of India and Pakis 
ran, and currently editor of the Pakistani 
oaws weekly Viewpoint, has been rape* 
atedly arrested and released on health 
grounds by the Pakistani military reg* 
une. A number of Pakistani doctors, 
including those belonging to (he army, 
have de^ared that for his serious haart 
ailment he should immediately be 
allotved to go abroad where he can 
undergo a major surgical operation. Yet 
General Zla's govemmeni has refused 
permission. 

We express our grtre concern and 
indignation over this news and appeal to 
the gottramaar of Pakistan to grant 
liwhir All Khan parAiiilon (O go 
abn»g^ «Uo appeal to the govern¬ 


ment of India to influence the rulers of 
Pakistan 

R. K. Poddar. vice chancellor. Cant am 
Chattopudhyay, symfxcere member. Anil 
Sarkar. general secretary, teachers'assev 
Clarion. A<ish Ray. president, reachen’ 
a&socjaiioir. Basude* Burman. vice presi¬ 
dent. teachers' association, Calcutta Vni- 
eersity. Sontosh Kumag Mitn. MP, Nir- 
maiVe Bagchi, president. West Bengal 
Coilege arid Vnmrsity Teachers' A.ssn- 
elation. Nirmal Chandra, professor. Indi¬ 
an Institute of AfanagetDenr, Gopaf Hai¬ 
der, Bbaskar Ray Chowdbury, pnfessor, 
Calcutta Medicw College, and A. W. 
Mahmeod, retired professor. Presidency 
College. Calcutta 

It would be pointless for us Indians to 
appeal to General Zia. After all, who are 
we? The Pakistani Preskleni ignored the 
appeal by world leaders for Bhutto's life, 
why should he listen to us? He may very 
well turn around and tell ua. 'Why are 
you Indians so worried about an 
individual {Tano All's father)? Why 
aren't you worried about the millions m 
Afghans who have been made slaves of 
Bussia?' 

XuAxri SusTUa, Cakutia 


Thanks to Sunoay for the report. f'#tp 
really impressed by D. V. Kriihq^ 
theories on Hitler's defeat and Sunpat*! 
irregularity. 

^'entosh Srnha. Berhampore (West 
Bengali 

I was pained to find that my favour^ta 
magasine had wasted three full pagaaw 
asirolugy. What is astrology? Il islu||«g 
monev-making racket that lyf^ 
frustrated people Instead of trying.io 
solve their problems, people BO ib 
astrologers in ihe hope that they milpo 
promised a bright future. The 

{ overnment should ^n astrology. 
tahesh Kapasi, New Delhi 


alyug is here 

A fter reading Tirthankar Ghafifl 
repoii, Brhar University’ssotteg^^'- 
(2 8 March). I h ave come t o the concliM^R 
(hat Bihar has become the prlWp > 
property of the Mishra family. . 

5 oorc^ Babu. Bangalore 

Tirthankar Ghosh forgot to mentiwi Ulilt 
we have entered katyvg 
S. fC. Narayun, Danapur (Bihar) 

SuKDAV should also investigate mto'i^ 
goinga^m at Calcutta Univanity wMbb 
was once a seat of leantlttg and naa 1 ^ 
been reduced to a political ghetto. 
Animesh Sen. Calcutta 

Nol. no t Rouge ' 

T his has reference lo 5iha/Toug nrrd 
Sampan unite (Wortd, 14 Mm&). 
Prince Norodom SihaBOuk was ffw* 
thrown not by the Peking-backed 
Rouge, hut by the US-backed Lon 
hirigendnnath Caniait. Calcutta 

Last letter 


Z ail Hitler! 
R. Bhatia, 


R. Bhatia, New Delhi 





i 






PeBluring besi in 
Current dffairs. InternplioriBl 
Scene. People, Places, Mueic. 
Sporli and OramH. 

The hall markof IhepresligiDUs 

[3 IDQWorkl Service 

Subscribe yuur cupy tudoy 
An 75/' 

one year subMcnpiinn 
Am 40/' 

three yeor suhMYfpriori. 



I M$t> mtS COiifiO'* 'tmtnsrffl ’n 

I The L0S Pwbllshing Compeny 
• 977 Chlragh-DelhcPMt Bor 4024 
I New Delhi • 110 017. 

I P«N<« LONDONC^uMi 

i «*«**>^ 


AMTMI. 




fin. 


(•mMMAf "• fS/ □ e»40AQ 

4* 3e/Q 


MO.taMkei Ne 
Ur/t DrehNo.. 


ttnO f2 >uye4 0* lONOON C4r { 
ts rny Qtli to 

_ 


MMiem. 


.fin. 



EXCLUSIVE 


By KULDIP NAVAR 



Pakistan arming 
itself to tackle India 


I was in Pakistan when Preii* 
dent Zia ul Kaq disclosed that^ 
he hed rejected a suagestion 
durini nefotiations with the 
tIS ihei Pakistan should five 
some facilities for keepinf weapons 
and provide bases for American use 
during an emergency. Jt was a pre* 
pared speech delivered in Urdu at 
the inaugural sruion of the Majlis* 
e-Shoora, a nomisated body meant 
CO supplant an elected parliament. 
The oipJomaik corps was there and 
(he press gall^ was full. The Ma* 
jhs was meeting in the same hall 
where Pakistan had adopted its 
1973 constitution in Bhuno's time. 

General Zia's address, telecast on 
the Pakistan network, was recorded 
by many on tm and it is there to 
be replayed if aimne thought he 
had heard the nwdent wrong. 
Washiofion bad ask^ for basae for 
use during emergencies on tuny 
occasions earlier, but btamabad 
had been at pains to say that Amor* 
ica had never done tut. In early 
1990. after the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan, Presfdeiic Caner't 
national security adviser, Mr 
Breietinski, had come to Fal^tu 
and had said that US naval ships 
had been *'caUiAg*' at Kara^ pon. 
blemabad hed denied the reports 
in American newspapers, after 
military aid was eppr^ed by ^a 
US admifliacrition. tut 
had offered Washiagtori bases. 
Therefor^ cbera was surprise ovar 
Ceneril £le*i diKlosure. 

One member of the Majlis prob* 
ably knew the American minds. He 
said loon after General Zla's 

E b that *'tbere wUI be a conera* 
n tomMTOw because wa can* 
not afford to displease our ma^ 
tars.” 

Newspapermen found the U8 
ambassador, who was present in the 
diplomedc gallery et the dme of 
CenereJ Zia'i eodresi, the most 
embemssed mao. Ha would not 
talk to any newaman. However, ee 
soon as General Zle flalabed talk* 
lag to oewtmeik. the ■mbaandor 


talked in low tones to the Pekiscen 
President for three (o four minutes. 
This wes seen by all those present 
in thet pessege. It seemi that the 
US embasse^r eiked him for an 
appointment. The folJowirig dey the 
press learnt officially that the US 
ambassador had met General Zia 
earlier in the evening end stayed 
with him for more than hell an 
hour. No one knows what trens* 
pired between the two but the 
meeting was obviously sought to 
protest egeinsi General Zia for 
spilling the beans end to ask for 
some kind of retraction. 

The foreign office in Pekiscen has 
no system of regular briefings for 
the ^ss as in India, where ioumal* 
ists ere used* to hearing Mr $. K. 
Singh and later Mr Dixit pontificate 
on many things. A written state* 
ment Is elJ Pakistan joumaliiis can 
get. Now a written statement is a 
written statement end no one in the 
foreign office could put in writing 
that the President had made a mis* 
take. 

So the job of contrediciini 
Genarel Zie wei taken on by the 
new suave foreign minister, Mr 
Sbabsada Y^oub Khan, himself. 
On the day after Genaral Zle’s 
address the new foreign minister 
gave a reception for Pakistaal end 
weigB jouraallM in lalamabed. 
Ha used the opportunity to say that 
what the Presloent was referring to 
ia his speech was the feet that 
during negotiations on the S U 
bllUoA In aid pa^aga "cattain 
vlsiroiv and other pareoos. who did 
not rapfasaat the US ^dBlnlstra* 
tion.” oad made a «uige4tlo& or 
posed Queetioiu regarding the poe* 
slbllity of Pakistan offM^ iniUt* 
ary bases or allovring statltmini of 
troops In Pakistan. (General zia 
bad not even aeatlebed the sta* 
tionlng of troops and this was 
anethtf revelatwo.) 

Mr Yakoub Hhaa vreot further in 
iDierpradcii the speech and «id 
that ihe*maidefit indaad 
brought bema the pem that auah 











aufgestjMis wer« utterly out of 
QueetiM. Ia this cooien motdent 
Zio hed S4id tbot if the S5 nuUioD 
people of Pakisten were oot able to 
defoed themselves then nobody 
else could perfons this misaioci or 
task f<v them." To emphasise what 
the US mission wantH the Pakis* 
tan government to convey, Mr 
Yikoub Khan said cateforically 
chat the Pak American negotiations 
related only to the sale of American 
arms and economic aid and no <)ues* 
tion of American use tti military 
bases, or stocking of supplies or 
sutioning of troops in Pakistan was 
raised by either side. 

Mr Yakoub*s contradiction did 
not convince the Pakistan papers 
because quite a few of them wrote 
that Pakistan did wall to reject the 
US suggestion about the use of 
bases inPakistan. An English daii]| 
77ie JVfusliffTprhich, conscoering that 
Pakistan is under a military regime, 
it at times rather outspoken, said; 
“The American request and the 
Pakistani reject ion are manifesta* 
(ions of US policy objectives aod 
our own ability to stand up in 
defence of the national interest. 
This is the surest guarantee to 
affirm our commitment to non* 
alifiuiient and solidarity with the 
Muslim world, two key components 
of our foreign policy.* 

When I met General Zia one 
week after hii Majlis speech, I 
broached the subject of the Amer* 
ican request for use of bases in 
Pakistan. He was nor forthconing. 
Hus is how the conversation on this 
subject want! 

Kuidip Nanr: You said at the 
Majlis that Pakistan has refused 
America's request for bases. 

General Zia: Yas. very clearly. 
Not America's offer. 

KN: America wanted... 

Zia: Not American government. 
What I said was ihat^l was asked 
for my views like Mr Kuldip Nayar 
is a^ung what my views are on the 
’Russians—you know, I don't mean 
that the govenunent ^of India is 
asking me. So, I said, some people 
aske^ (are you) prepared to give 
the bam? 1 said, no. 

KN:' PesppQsible people^ 

Zia: Slesponsible people asked 
■a. And iT Kuld^ Nayar Is a re> 
spoosible.mam, others are as good. 

But what takes the cake is what a 
member of the Americtn mission 
told me ID Islamabad. He Mid: *'We 
did net want to do uything to 
Oesenl Zia because we bare bum 
ovr fingers in chan gin g govern* 
masts and nothing remauis secret 
■ince the press In our country com* 
«s to knew about evarything and 
♦puMishes it* I think wvattEa di¬ 
plomat said about the supply of US 
ans to Pakistan is Bearer Che truth 
than chat the arms me befog given 
becanae ed cfaa Serlot Invaaion of 


. , PegaWthatPrtdgtgn 


had not been able CO nagotiate with 
India oo tbt baais of eeuality. After 
gatting arM it "could negotiate 
com a poeitiop of strength. 

I did check with General Zia 
whether the unpresooo that ha was 
tr)^ to have a No^War pact only to 
gain time was true. Ha said, aM 1 
quota hioi verbatim: "In the first 
case if I am sure you have read the 
analysis of the Ramasan war be* 
tween Israel and Egypt and resume 
and analysis of &t war which 
ffewsweek published in their 
periodicaJ, it was said one of ^e 
fundamental things which the milit* 
ary minds analyse and which was 
ignored by the Israelis was that you 
assess e poteadaJ aggressor not by 
his inisnciOAS but by his capebil{> 
ties. Now,aiaumiog what (am not, 
that I have aggressive designs, 
while judging Pakistan, India 
should not jud^ from Zia^ul Hao's 
designs, intentioiu. They sbouJd 
judge from Zia*ul Haq's or Pakis* 
tan^ capabilities. I will resign my 
commission if any independent 
thinker, aulitery thinker, given the 
military strength on both sides, can 
say that Pakistan has the capability 
of attacking India.” 

When I uid that the impression 
in Indie is that in the case of war, 
Pekistao would have the entire 
strength of Islamic countries be¬ 
hind it, Geoeral Zie said (again 
verbatim): "But war is fought ^th 
equipment Although Iprofm thet 
Pakistan by the pace « God enjoys 
a very good reputation in the Mus¬ 
lim world end pertkulariy with our 
oeighbours, in the Gulf and others, 
we arc very proud of it and I am 
also aware chat if, Cod forbid, oot 
war with India but if any difficult 
situation anses with Pakistan, we 
will have unrestricted assistance 
aod help from our Muslim world. I 
know this much also but if I go to 
war with India, then I would like to 
have replacemeot of en F16 by to 
F*t6» of a tank by a tank. At that 
time if somebody says that here is 
hundred miUioo doUars, they are 
good for nothing. 

"There may be a few Mirages, but 
India is going to have Mirages, but 

that does not mean that pakisign is 
gning to attack India: it means not 
that. So, 1 think there ls unnecev 
sarily, I should sn uosecessary 
ill erg y to Paldstao. Pakistan has no 
cap^Mlity. I am confessina, and 
even if we have a capabiUty,! think 
we have had an experience both of 
us. twill not go into the reasons as 
to who started the '48 war, *S5 war 
and the 71 %rar because we can talk 
till the cows come boms, but atsum* 
;ing dmt ere have fou^ three wars 
•u if wa have correctly analysed 
these Issswii. then for the four^ 
time srt should betiniAg across the 
coofarence tabla rethtr than facing 
each otbar with tanka, guaa and 
hi t craft .” 
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Ai ftlthariilil Maheah Yo^ makei hlf preliminary movae to permanently return to 
India» Ue varloua organfeatlone' aotlvltiee vet ourloueer and ourioueer. They are 


r.They 

bujrinff up land all ovw the oountry at a frenaled paoe and, what ie moat eignlfloant, 
tnlaland la ueually In a etratevio and militarily Important area. Aleo, the flow of 
fundi from Swltierland to India, iumptuoue at normal timea, haa gone up lately to 
atupendoua levele. Inexplioably, all ttila good money le appimntly beixig poured 
down the drain—into the n\uneroua loaing induatrlal venturea of the M^i^ehi'e 
organiaatlona. BdADHU JAIN inreetlgatee both the real and unreal world ot^ 
Mahariahl in India and oomee up with a lot of intriguing quaatlona. 
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( j» (ho East India Com* 
pony a)] ovar afiln," mvi 
tha sharp featured pva^t- 
farraar from a vtUata a! 
(ha ad|a of the 500 acres 
s Okhia area ouciide Delhi 


The Mfld/ri fealinfi are itronf in* 
deed, for he haa refuaeil to sell bis land 
to (he Yogi, even (hough all his neigh* 
beuri are doing so a( the handaome 
offered price ofili 6.000 a Mghe. (Tlie 


which has been bought up by Haher* 
isbi Mahesh Yogi, (he ori^nu hestseU 
ing guru. The pwdit has not reed his 
BncUh Indian history well. But he 
aaaigei (o articulate what it on the 
Blnde of the legion Yogi*watchers (in* 
cJudlni (be intelligence bureeu): Whet 
la the Miharishl reelly up to, buying 

up eU the land he can fay hJi King 

llidas bends on? **! think the Meher* 
iahl Is working for e foreign govern* 
aeoi, just os Relneeih wear con* 
dflues the oundir fanner. Me should 
know e Uitle more than some others. 
He ipeot e year et the Yc^'s OkhSa 
aiirraa. Ke wea also on# of (ha 6,000 

B ndirs hired for (hat famous win(er of 
Kl when a horde of the Yoai's Euro¬ 
pean followers, about 5,$00 in all. 

moved in to the New Delhi Indian 
Fwnr*M haiiMiR# sfkd fWAVed 


offered price ofRi 6,000 a bfgbe. (The 
bigger farmers art being onered ae 
much as Rs 40,000 per b^ha.) The 
pufletrr*i cheery that ue white man is 
rtturaing aasin In the garb of a saf* 
froQ*robed uidlan godman to taka up 
hia burdan. Is unaginative in tha ax 
trema. But the one realliy (hat will nor 
go away is that tha Maharlshi Is buylna 
up Itna at a Iraneiic pace it any kino 
of price. 

lot buying sprae began after 1976. 
It intenaineaa year later when Anand 
grlvasiava, MiAash Yogi's nephew, 
came into tha plerure. Today, land has 
bean bought in almost avery evnar of 
tha country (eee asapk wtbeugh a 
more concertad drive to purchase land 
(S being made in (he south Jt is 
iapossiolt to calculate Ae exact 
amounc of land tha MaharishI owns in 
this country: (he figure, already pbe* 
fumenel. is increesM m en exuoneft* 


doialy associated with him say chat 
bis assets in the country ere around Ri 
SOO crores. 

Mahesh Yogi's worldwide asiats, 
both movable and immovabla, are, 
according • consarvativa eitlfflata, 
worth over Ri 4,000 crorei. This Rs 
4,000*crore man runs hli Svorld gov* 
anuneni of the age of tnllghtenmanr' 
from btf palace in Seellsborg. Swltser* 
land. This Svorld govemmant' with ten 
miniatriesi Including a delightful 
imolicry of 'all possibilitios' and rapra* 
saatitlTos spread over 140 countnes, 
annual^ epnods « third of India’s 
naslonaj budget. Moreover, nearly Rs 
IS crores come Into this country each 
year to keep Mahesh Yogi’s verlous 
eraanisitiens and hundreds of 
aa&mms going. "Ha could bring out a 
SuvDAT sad more ovary day," says one 
of (he Yo^'a former employees in 
Jabalpur. 
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la Jabalpur, the town ha grew \ja> la. 
I ludholdings nia iato mUea. "HaU 
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iti rm bVMt. i&duitrUl'ettB* 
Mhcdtunl M^nM. ftU owMd by 

HniimHiiiJy. in Jiflum IMl. Mih. 
Mh Yo« M plini td dot tho oahro 
COOK of tkUi country with hii cchramj. 
ThrM thouHad of thoml TbU wii tho 
tlaw of tbo oon^Uinod moodni In 
Niw Dolhlond tho Yo|l ictiolly modo 

t rOfi itiitmooti Myinf thot ho could 
ilp cQoki tho Indion (xotn t lono of 
ptico with tht holp of hli omy ol 
tronieondonttl reodltltlon (TM) 
toochori <tho YopJ'i nucllor dotor* 
rtnt^. But| ht would do rhli only if ht 
could hivfl hit $fhrMm$ olonf fadia’i 
cooit. Tha plan woi of couroo icuctled. 
Tho TM fflon mifht hivo "dHveo 
iwoy" ovil forcoi but thoy would alio 
havo modi tht coaitUno vulnorablo. 
Tha Idao of a coticllfta paeplad by 
troupt of thraa to flva foraj|nart 
would hava mada our dafanca mtn 
ihuddar. Tha MlCl {Mahiruhi Iniu* 
tutt of Craativa !malll|anca) doai 
hava Iti aihrwnf and cantrai in many 
coaital araai (laa ottp} and thasa days 
Orlua is also top priority for tham. 
aecordinf to • lormar aasociata. 

Furtharmora.Mri Candhl, at around 
tha sama cimai had mada some unflat* 
rarina rafarancat to fodman and ipiaa. 
Tha Maharlthli who had coma nara 
with hU S.SOO Europaan chafas ottanS' 
ibly to aattla. hastily parkad hii bus 
and finUhad tha TM and sj'ddnl 
coursai in Japan. It is said thay also 
vacatad tha cxprais bulldlnt bKausa 
(ha Prima Mlnistar was an|ry over 
thair R. N. Goanka connaction. In* 
cidanrally. hu|a funds wera also trins> 
farrad from (ha Swiss htad^artars to 
India in January this ytar. tha mon^ 
flowinf in is so much that tht MlCl 
haadquartars in Jabalpur has its own 
aatanslon countar of tha Cantrai Bank. 

What li a bit diiturbin|»howavar, 
and parhaps glvai tha IncaUiianca 
man crom of a lanaa of uriancy, Is tha 


feat Ait oiiiiB a bit pd tha Uttd balm 
puroatM la oatf ofdnanca facnrias 
or aaat dafanca aatabUahnaata (aaa 
map). Tha Uahartahl's man ara also 
trytnp to buy about SOO lerai of taad 
batwaan DtlhJ's Ptlan airport and 
Vasant Vihar, an affluaat raaidantiil 
colony. This trai has many dafanca 
insiallatiooi. 

In Mioapton nav Jabalpur, tha 300- 
odd acraa w land which Mahash Yofi'i 
man hava rtcantly bought, ba^nd Ma 
hrldga over tha Narmada* bordar tha 
cantrai ordnanca factory of Khamaria. 
Jabalpur, whara tha VoM also poaaai- 
sai wnarha calls srddhtland (400-SOO 
acras houiinp an ambryonic agrlctd* 
tura*induatnal complai). has flva 
ordnanca factorias-^na of tham la 
naarby Katni and two army dapots. 
The gun carriage factory and tha 
heavy vahiclaa factory ara also In this 
army town which Is equally wall 
known for its two famous godmen 
exports^Mahash Yogi and Rajnaash. 

Tha Yogi's man say . that thay ara 
purchasing all this land not only to 
spread peace and tranquillity but to 
incraaie proaparlty by providing am* 
ploymant. Siodha land houses induit* 
rial completes. Over ISO such centres 
hava bean started dunag iha last two 
years, and tha money continues to 
pour in. For instinct, in 1980. over Rs 
seven croras cam# In for tha MICI 
centre# alone; Over Rs $S lakhs wera 
sptn( for merely 11 ^ its ISO centrea 
in tha country. 

Tht way money is tranafarred from 
thair Swiss Fort Kaos to *small town" 
India (thair aim to reach every ail/a in 
the country! is in itself faKinating. 
Obviously, there U a big nanagamant 
brain ticking away—raking in uta doT 
lars and forking tham out aitin— 
within lb# MaharUhl*s cranacandantal 
empire. 

It is vary cltrir indeed. Religious 
trusts. In India, are eumot from 


men more of a lanaa of urgency, If tha truatSi In India, ara eumpt irom 


A madjration session in progress at tha orgaAiutirn't OkhJa canrra 


patyiag taaaa. The Vorld govtnuBm 
of tha aga of anllghtaamant'—tht 
ivar-flowlng fountalnhaad^aaBdi 
money to the MIQ haadquartars in 
Dalhi. From this narva eantra. It U 
dlatrlbutad to the vtrloua NQCJ can* 
rrai and othar organliatlons baloniini 
to tha Mahariihi throughout the 

country. 

But ‘craatlva IntalUganca" also era* 
atat money. Soma of this money might 
matt 'roadblocks’ and be divartaa to 
the many i/dtfhi landi croppUu up 
Uka muahroomi avarywhara. Monay 
finds in way, albeit Indirectly, to the 
various Industries clubbed under tha 
aptly named Siddhi Corporation. And 
so it goes, from one ilcV Induatry to 
another. According to one of tha for¬ 
mer amployaaa ox tha organiaation* 
aomt of the monay also falls into soma 
pockets along the asiambly line of 
monay (ransfar *'5oma ol the ruga 
supposedly made by the rug and dhtL^ 
ns factory in Jabalpur, ware actually 
bought from else whara and than ex¬ 
ported." he expiainad. Tha manage* 
mant is also a bit special U is all 
within the family so to speak, but yet 
not quite so. Evan in the family, no¬ 
body is expected to know what tha 
othar does. 

Tha family: Mahash Yogi has a 
brother 1 P. Srivaitava, ano a sJscar, 
Indira, rha brother has two tons: 
Anaod and Ajay Prikaih. both of 
whom are on tne upswing of tha 
seesaw at present. Tha listar has tw 
sons: one is Praveen who wai the 
blue eyed boy and looked after mat- 
ten In Swittarland until ractnilv. Kt 
has separated from the family and now 
runs his own export company^ Chatna 
Exports. In Delni'i Kahru Place con* 

( lax. Praful is tha younger ton of 
ndira wfaoaa turn in this faml^ roulai- 
te hasn't come yet. But. Kirti. tha 
daughter who kaapi tha lowest proflla, 
loi^i altar tha nationwide woman'! 









wing, the Maharishi Mahila Dhyan 
Vidyapeeih. Anand Srivastava i$ the 

f .eneral secretary of the piv^al hilCI, 
ndia. Ajiy Prakash, on to whose 
shoulders the mantle has oow passed 
(it is usually a shorcOived honour) is in 
Switierland. 

The kayasth community to which the 
Mahariihi belongs js in evidence 
everywhere: many of the employees 
belong to its However, nobody really 
knovrs what the other person, or rela* 
live is doing. '*They maintain a secre¬ 
cy... even the auditors are different," 
says a former employee of the orga¬ 
nisation. Nor does anyone stay in a 
senior position long enough to get to 
know all the secrets. The organise* 
(ion’s financial workings are a mystery 
even to those who have been involved 
in some of the commercial projects. 
8ayi a former consultant: *^1 really 
don’t know what happens, ft is human¬ 
ly imposiible to generate so much 
money even in 20 years. This is block* 
ed capital on which you are paying 
interest instead of getting any. The 
organisation is absorbing the losses 
and yet there is no reduction in the 


money. This is /aadu. All their indus* 
tries keep falling sick. Hiey set up 
one; it falls sick, and they sei up yet 
another..." 

The fist of industries is quite long. 
Most of them come under the sclr- 
emlanaiory title oi the fairly new 
Siddha Corporation. The condition of 
the industries varies from fragile to 
indifferent. 

Jabalpur is the headquarters. The 
Para^ building on Narmada Road is 
the nexus: there is a direct te]ex link 
to Switterland and (he inevitable com- 
ter. Factories have been sei up for 
ndmade paper. Hies (Cheina Tiles), 
fibreglass, plastics (Hem Plastics, 
named after Anand Srivastava’s wife; 
the factory was closed down after iwo 
strikes this year), electrical insulators, 
rugs and ceramics. There was even a 
plan to set up a video recorder factory 
m Banulore. Anand Srivastava had 
met officials in the electronics com¬ 
mission to discuss the manufacture of 
picture rubes for colour television. 

The Maharishl’s men certainly do 
think big. When they were bringing 
out ffjtvada they leased the tide 


V. C. ^hukkaS Progressive Writers* 
Publications for about R$ 800 a month. 
In November 1980 they were in¬ 
terested in starting a news agency like 
UNI or PTI At one stage, there was 
even talk of starting an international 
news agency of their own, from 
Jabalpur. 

B ut there are other kinds of rumb* 
lings going on within the Siddha 
Corporation. Its former general secret¬ 
ary. Mr Naidu and the uthe^ signing 
authority, Mr Deshbandhu, left jabar 
pur on 29 November 1981 under rather 
mysterious circumstances. And with 
them left Rs 25 lakhs. There were 
closed circuit rumours of differences 
that had arisen over certain transfers; 
of arguments which had turned physic¬ 
al. However, no police case was reg- 
isiered till the end of March. But the 
same closed circuii source also leaked 
out (he information that a Mr Namdvu, 
who has taken over in a senior execu* 
tive capacity in the Siddha Corpora* 
(ion, was brought in to expedite their 
exodus. Mr Naidu Is now in Madras 
and Mr Deshbandhu in Bhopal. 

A little swindling is small town gos¬ 
sip, not taken seriuusly (nr long. But 
wnar really triggers the imagination of 
bureaucrats, {[^itlcians and other en¬ 
vious godmen, i$ Hie amount of money 
(he Mahanshi has and how he gats it 
It is a natural enough curiosity since 
this guru's assets are more than the 
GNP of several Third World countries 

E ut tout her. ‘'Muhesh Yogi paisa arse 
harenre bar >«ise hath ka mai/ ufhae 
rahe bon <he spends money as if he 
were removing dust from hi^ hands)," 
says a politician from Madhya 
Pradesh 

Crying CfA dries nui always make 
sense; it is like crying wnif too often. 
One of the senior politicians who has 
watched the Maharj.shi’s organisatiuns 
closely, told me that it was more likely 
that several Western countries had 
pooled their brains and funds behind 
the Maharishi's worldwide market. 
They provided the West’s scientific 
edge to the Maharishi’s Eastern ways. 
’Hie result: five-star TM at five-star 
rates. 

What precise motives these powers 
might have, nobody can or does say. 
But everyone in Jabalpur feels uneasy 
about the Maharishi’s intentions 
(some say dishonourable) to move to 
India. The Swiss government is brea¬ 
thing heavily down Mahesh Yogi’s 
neck these days. The 'world govern¬ 
ment* in Seelisberg has. according to 
reliable diplomatic sources, not o^n 
paying all lU taxes. The Swiss ara now 
concerned about this guru from India 
who brings in a lot of money and then 
sends it out again. The Maharishi also 
wrote to Mrs Gandhi recently, asking 
her to allow him to return to India 
permanently. It is reliably learnt that 
he offered to liquidate his assets 
abroad and “return home" lock, stock 
and barrel. 

Meanwhile, the Maharishi has bees 
clever anouga to "patent” hU "iAitani 

■MditariotCr^mr ja 






‘Mahesh Yogi sells spirituality’ 


M ahariihi M^hesh Yogi's abode 
by the Lucerne lake in 
Switzerland might just be the best 
paradise this side of heaven. Those 
whisked away there need never 
come down to earth- Helicopters 
pick them up and carry them 
straight to this enchartted land over 
whicn reigns the Maherishi^ btt 
Ilka Prospero, conjvnng up every¬ 
thing with a transcendental glance 
Money end manna almost do fail 
from the heavens, and those who 
have been to the gilded cage of 
Seelisberg tome oack wonder 
struck. Pciincians. generals, actors, 
judgaa, leading lights in eil fields, 
are transport^ there 
The traffic from India during the 
days of the Janata Ra; was partku- 
iarly heavy. Mr Rai Sarain was 
given a D Lit when ne wai health 
minister. Mr Atal Behan Vaipayee 
was also offered one when he was 
foreign minister, but he did not 
collect it. Others in the cabinet 
must also have been offered de- 
greet, for they ware being given hr 
the askiifg. R. S, Goenka was a 

S kKir "very much at home" in 
eelifberg 

Even Swaim Agniwsh. /he Ary a 
Samaji MLA ftom Haryana, was 
offered a degree and i* trip through 
Meharishi's transcendental land 
which spanned Euitipe and Amer¬ 
ica. The Swami was impressed (Vho 
would not he^ But somewhere, mid¬ 
way in the /rip. the honeymoon was 
over—e%'en though Swami 
Agnivesh had once b^n asked by 
the Maharishi to look after the 
Indian end. "He wanted me to help 
in his project to remove poverty in 
India through TM. All we had to do, 
he said, was to meditate for four 
hours. Everything else would take 
care of itself." 

The Swami was dropped like a 
'red'hot brick somewhere between 
Chicago and Florida (he wes being 
flown around from centre to centre 
in the Maharishi's own plane). This 
was in early 1980 when two of bis 
articles appeared in two national 
dailies One of them was on religion 
and revolufion, the other on the 
Marxist soul in spirituality. Vedic 
socialism was not the MAaiishi's 
cup of tea. And rhet was the end of 
Swami Agnivash's tryst with traas- 
cendentu meditation. But he has a 
very fascinating'tale to tell about 
the Maharisai mnd his man. Bx~ 
cerpts: 

0: Did you get a degtee aa welJP 
A: 1 wai oflaraa ona. Thay 
wanctd Bii to htlp In tha iroup 
madicitlon sroframmoa m lo^a 
Thay clilmio chat chart war# fatvar 
•cddanti in Dotroit bacauaa of 
thoir collaeriva aadJtation. 


Q: What do rau think of the 
Maharishi's' 7 m and other prog¬ 
rammes? 

A: They sail and commercialisa 
spirituality. But some of it is vary 
good. In Thacaotras \ visi tad. peace 
was visible, there was lass of alco* 
holism, drug abuse, etc 
Q: Did you see the Maharishi 
actually fly? 

A; 1 insisrad, but Mahash Yogi 
did not show me. Mr Bakshi, a 
financial director in the Svorld gov¬ 
ernment* showed me something 
which was neither flying oor hop¬ 
ping.. Even J could do this without 
dhyaa... 

O: What has tha Maharishi 
achieved with his meditation 
drives? 

A; He told me that they had 
stopped tha fifhting in Nicaragua 
by meditation. 7 asked Mahesh Yogi 
whether it had worked against the 
guerillas. He told me that he work- 
ed against the counter¬ 
revolutionaries Whatever govern¬ 
ment or whoever is in power, re¬ 
mains. Meditation affects natural 
iaw^whosoaver is in power, that is. 

Q: Where you impressed with /he 
Maharishi? 

A. While I was talking to him, the 
phone kept rinung. He talked for 
an hour to Manila and then came a 
call from the Chief Justice in Gha¬ 
na, The rsen from Manila had cal¬ 
led to say that the typhoon which 
was meant to bit Manila had gone 
pasr the south because of their 
meditation... 

Q: Has anyrhing tike this hap¬ 
pened in India? 

A: In 197«-1979, it was very dry 
here. So we told him to come here 
and meditate and bring the mon¬ 
soon. He did come. They had a big 
yagna in Okhia and in the hills, but 
not one drop of water fell. The only 
re^t was an ill-effect: Mrs Gandhi 

Mahesh Yogi told me 
that they h^ stopped 
the fighting in Nicar> 
agua by meditation - 


and other prog- 



returned to power. 

Q: Do you think Mahesh Yogi 
wants to return to India? And if so, 
why? 

A: I think that there are some 
restrictions now. President Carter 
did begin to get a bit against these 
cult! after the Jim Jonas episoda- 
Did you do anything for TM in 
ia? 

A: I was education miniittr in 
Haryana than. Mahash Yogi askad 
me to introduca TM in all the 
schools there He said that they 
would put videos in all the schools, 
fn fact, thay had plans to manufac¬ 
ture them hare in Bangalore. Than, 
do you know what ne did? Ha 

E ickad up the telephone and called 
ngland. He said that along with 
these TM progremmei they should 
also show films on the cosmos and 
natural law (incidentally. 1962 is 
the year of natural law in the *world 
government') The next day. Mah¬ 
esh Yogi's special plane flew in 
from England with JOO films. I sat 
through a few of them. 

G' What other plans do they have 
in India? 



A: Mahesh Yogi rold me about 
the plans they had to build a Vedic 
university m India. He wanted it to 
be the tallest building in the 
world—taller then the Empire 
State building—and with the fas¬ 
test lift in the world The building 
was to be located in Jabalpur, 
although Vishakapatnam. Delhi 
and Kuruksheire were the other 
alternatives. He wanted to have a 
room so large on the le»t floor, rhat 
6,000 people could meditate and 
radiate shenti (peace) to the world. 
These people h>'e in a make-believe 
world. Their beliefs ere fanatical. 
They have so many Nobel laureates 
and eminent physicists amongst 
them Even scientists like Dr Suder- 
shan lecture there. Justiee Krishna 
Iyer. Dr Smghvi, etc. are also regu¬ 
lar visitors. 

Q: Do you think that there is 
someone behind the Maharishi? 

A' 1 used to think that it was the 
CIA. But then, how was somebody 
like Justice lyier involved in TM) 
The Germans and the Americans 
appear to be the most visible. Mah¬ 
esh Yogi does not look as if he is a 
schemer. But they do know how to 
impress. I went to their Golf Links 
house on Diweli night a few years 
ago. There were 64 gold, real gold 

biscuits, on a rhe/i...these were to 
be distributed to the pundits. 

Q: Is Mahash Yogi treated as a 
guru or god? 

A: Gurvdom is stressed here, not 
ishwar. He does puji. etc to hie 
guru, the Shankeracherya of Jyotir* 
math; hii followeri do it to him. 
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is said to be enoi^: noJence, stpss- 
aioa and crime disappear in a puff. In 
(heir place appear tranquilUty, peace 
of mind and a certain well-being. 

TM was caught for a while in the US 
army (ex-Viemam soldiers also went 
through the $200 course; Rs 18,000 or 
so for seven da^). Some of (he prisons 
and reform schools in the US and in 
Europe also taught TM. (The fees for 
Che courses vary from Rs 1,800 to fis 
20,000 depending on their purport and 
duration.) 

There were many states in (he USA 
which introduced TM in 1974. One ol 
Maharishi's gilded publicity books 

S irints various declarations of support 
rom some of the US reform and pnsori 
centres and departments of justice. 
One. in face, is from the justice depart* 
ment of California when Ronald 
Reagan was Governor there. At one 
stage the Norwegian army also incro* 
duced TM, It is also said that the 
MaharUhi’s TM is being used in Latin 
America to counter the "revolutionary 
forces.” This may or may not be true, 
but one fact is certain—"communist is 
a dirty word in the ‘world govern* 
mentis’ vocabulary. Swami Agnivesh. 
the saffron-clad MLA in Haryana, was 
offered a guided tour through the 
various MICI centres in America in 
1979 (he was Haryana's education 
minister then). But the trip was cut 
short midair—almost literally—when 
they discovered that red was a colour' 
the Swami liked almost as much as 
saffron (see bo3() 

The kingdom of the ‘world govern¬ 
ment' set up in Seelisberg in 1976 is 
very impressive. It has a supreme 
military council (Lt Col J. W. Cram- 
wincke^ heads it), a ministers* council 
with 100 ministers fur the ten minis¬ 
tries and a governors' council with 108 
members. They have different founda¬ 
tions and organisations (he world over: 

1. The Manarishi International Uni¬ 
versity Press in Livingston Manor, 
New York. 

2. The Maharishi International Uni¬ 
versity Press in Fairfield, Iowa. 

3. Tne World Plan Executive Council 
in Los Angeles. 

4. World Plan Administration Cen¬ 
tre in Seelisberg, Switzerland. 

S. Academy oi Medication, Shank- 
aracharya N^ar, Rishikesh. 

6. International Capital of (he Age 
of Enlightenment in Rishikesh, Seelia* 
berg, and Jabalpur, 

7. MtCI, S4 Paras Bhavan, Jabalpur. 

8. Maharishi Asian Nations Univeui* 
ty, Bangkok. 

9. The Maharishi European Re¬ 
search Universi^, Iowa 

10. Maharishi International Uni¬ 
versity. Thailand. 

tl TM Academy, Bremen, W. Cer* 
many, 

12. MERU. Rhineweiller, West Ger¬ 
many. 

13. World Plan Administration Cen¬ 
tre, Ram Niwas, Jabalpur. 

14. Mabila Dhyan Vii^apeeth. S4-SS 
Unki, ‘New Delhi. 

JS.AgfM Enlightenment Headquar- 8 
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V. C. S/iukla fright/ with Anand Snvast^ 
ve. PcJitKs and spJntaaJity didn't gc w^ll 
together ultimately 

ters, B 2/16 Vasani Vihar, New Delhi. 

In Delhi, they have several premis¬ 
es: three houses in Defence Colony, of 
which E'19 houses the Institute of 
Natural Law (which has members like 
Justices Krishna Iyer. Desai and Swar- 
up); B'459 Safdarjang. houses yet 
another organisation, as do A-214 and 
a house in B-block In New Friends 
Colony, both of which are also guevi 
houses. Shankartcharya Nagar. in 
Rishikesh was the headquarters be¬ 
fore it was shifted to Jabalpur. It has 
101 underground, air-cooled caves 
with rooms on tup of them. Rishikesh 
also has an American block and an 
108*room hostel. There are also a post 
office and telex facilities. (The Manar¬ 
ishi had plans to build an airstrip here 
too. but it did not work out.) 

Pachoiarhi in Madhya Pradesh has 
one of the biggest TM training centres. 
It also has a new 108-room hostel. 
There are plans afoot for a new build¬ 
ing which 1$ said to coat Rs 80 lakhs. 

The industries keep growing. A boerd 
listing Mahanslri's iis^stnaJ ventures, 
outside Hitvada's offke 


There are various higher secondary 
schools and colleges nm by the Mahar- 
ishi's orunisation, in xl)t country 
The Maharlshi's omnipresence in 
Jabalpur, albeit by proxy, would not 
really have been noticed had it not 
been for the recent, and rather drama¬ 
tic rum of events in the Hindi dally, 
Hi'rvad^ published from there. It has a 
circulation of 15,000. The agreement 
with V, C Shukla had been made with 
much fanfare. Things progressed 
rather well until a few mon^ ego. 
Politics and TM is not always the 
mix and inevitably, interests clashed. 
The rupture between V. C. Shukla and 
Mahesn Yo|i took place early this 
year. The divorce taxes place at the 
end of M». Hirvada will go back to Hr 
Shukla’s Irogressive Writers* Publica¬ 
tion (PWP>and the Yogi's organisetloo 
will bring out its own daily, to be 
called Cyan Yu^. Shukla's men and 
those with "leftist” views will not be 
absorbed in it. 

The MICI is said to have invested Rs 
three crores in Hirvada. It appears as 
if they intend to spend much more on 
(he new paper. Imported machinery 
lies in unopened crates in the premises 
of (he Hrtvada office which is situated 
next to the office of the 'Age of 
Enlightenment Publications.* There is 
certainly a lot of bustle there: a hew, 
five*storeyed Rs 60*lakh building is 
coming up behind the old one. "Hitva- 
da is the only running industry ol 
Mahesh Yogi in India,” says a former 
empl^ee. The new newspaper is ex¬ 
pected to have the very best and latest 
machinery in India->the offset press is 
to be brought in from Switzerland. The 
publishers have already applied for 
subsidised postal and telex rates and 
there are teleprinter links with a 
dozen cities in ludia. Incidentally, 
(heir telexes end with "Jax Cun Dev. ” 
This is certainly going to be a news* 
paper with a difference. It will be the 
only one of its kind where all the 
employees are expected to do TM in 
the morning and evening. There is a 
4hyan hail where newsprint strewn 
about under photographs of the 
Maharishi strikes a slightly discordant 
note. The former editor, Mr Canga 
Thakur, is said to have been sack^ 
because he refused to do dhyan. and, 
what wa.« worse, believed in strikes. 
The other difference, in the words of 
the present executive officer, Mr San* 
tosh Singh, is that their motive for 
* bringing out the paper is not Just to 
make money but to “counter negative 
things." 

"We don't glorify crime news. We 
don't highlight any tension-creating 
news. No character assassinatioo, no 
cinema advertisements We don't glor¬ 
ify Chhabiram or make Phoolan Devi 
into a Jhansi ki Ranr If a minister 
rapes somebody, we will publish it but 
we won't highlight it. This is a family 
paper,” sale Mr Singh, explaining the; 
paper's stand. "The reason the PWP 
withdrew the title," he added, was that 
"Mr V. C. Shukla is supped to have 
been told by the Prime Minister to do 
so..." 

The broker in this marriajie of con- 




















v«nitnc« betwMfi the Uthiruhi tod 
V. C. ShuhU u.9uppo«ed to be Vijty 
litehen Tiweh, ea mLa wm Hrrr^* 

dt's (im editM. The •rrea^mem 
suited both peniei. BimdtH circuit’ 
liOD is preooouneacJy ia the Mahe* 
kausbel area since the orubiai notiee 
wet to oroffloie the Shuluas. For the 
Mabarishl*s men. it was |ood public 
relations. They had as their iaterna* 
(ionel publicity director, Jadugiw 
Nigam—e Jabalpur magician who is 
one of the rare Indian employee* to 
possess a letter of appointment from 
the *world eovemment* itself, duly 
gilt edged. In between some card 
tricks M told Sipndav that he goes to 
Switserland quite often to perform his 
RiMic shows. 

Tbe Hirv$d9 s^ebblt is only the tip 
of the icebcr|L the battle rrate be- 
tween Mr V. C. 6bukla and m Arjun 
Singh, the chief minister, extends to 
this battlefield else, (t is said that Mr 
Arjun Singh sent Vi jay Mohan Tivrari 
to the Prime Minister to start an 
inquiry about how much land the 
Maharishi had purchased in Pachmah 
and ekaewhere, ibe logic was: a dUcre* 
dited Mahesh Yog) would automatical* 
ly imply a discredited V. C Sbukla 

Mr V. C Shukla told Sunoay that hit 
association with the Maherishi began 
and ended with /firvada '*My prablra 
is simple. The initial idea to associate 
with enem was to utilise their excellent 
offset printing fidfities. Cvao Yug 
Prakasnan was the lease hoidtr. The 
PWP loaned it. The editorial content 
was to be controlled by agreement on 
statement of objectives and of policy 
formulated by the PWP. They were 
supposed to consult us on editorial 
matters. Bui they did not. A newspap¬ 
er is not started just for the heck of it, 
but for certain reasons... Anyway, it 
was a legal arrangement, royalty in 
lieu of money; no lump sum money 
was taken...** 


cbeae places look like ghost towns, or 
sleem; outposts In some pioneer cmiii' 
m. They only seem to come alive at 
TM ttiM when all the employeee, 
workesi, ^puad/ts and babus gather 
tog^er 10 (he dhyan balls. 

The Utcle brahmin adolescants aa 
one tad of the sprawling complex in 
Manegaon were, of course, being 
reared for a felden future. The com¬ 
plex also boom hostels for the young 
hor% learning to become pundits. But 
seoly, (be b^e, as some « them told 
tie, could hot iMve the complex even 
on holultys. It is Seoskrtt end dhytn 
and more dhy^n and no ga/j>. 

The Okhla complex near Delhi was 
even more bainipg. It resembled an 
eoemp^itf fmt which a vast army 
hid ^ * y«v there had 

been there doing a year¬ 

long path (praytr). The older pundiri 
were gtveo iU SOO a month with food 
and lodging: the others were given Rs 
11 a day wuh food end lodging. Ufa 
was very cushv. until one day in IMl 
when almost all of them were asked to 
leave. Today there are about 30 egni* 
hetris end 14 senior puoditt who per- 
form puja. There are also about aOO 
students end pilgrims. 

Once, this huge complex which has 
nibbled land from the four surround* 
ing villages of Silarpur, Bhengel, Ha* 
jipur and Ceiha, was peopled by the 
Europeans wno had come en masse 
with the Maherishi in 1930. Word was 
in the air that come May this year, the 
sngntlog would be beck and the pun* 
dirs would be brought back, en masse 
as well. Buildings were being con¬ 
structed for the industrial complex. 
But, once again, the most wellworn 
place was the dhywn hall, which can 
seat SOO people at a lime. 

The former pundfr-in resldence who 
took us rouna the complex was quite 
cynical about the new lot of agnihotris 
and pundits He said, '*You can see 
them in their dhotis now. But later 
they will put on their bell-bottomi and 
^go to the films...Recently some of the 
‘villagers beat up a few of them be¬ 
cause they were troubling some of the 
village women.** Tbe ptindir aptly de* 
schbM it thus: '’They give us tfhyan 
and hhojao and we ia(ie a salary for it. 
That's all there is. It all is for dikhawa 
(show)...” And what about levitation? 
"Look, 1 fried for months, even four 
boura ei a time. Nothing Happened .** 

Nobody vre met in Delhi or in Jabal¬ 
pur, had ever "flown** (levitated) ex. 
cept for the magician—but chat mi^c 
have been one o| his tricks. No one had 
even seen tbe Maharishi “fly" Yet, 
their brochures talked about Jevita- 
tion, and printed photographs of the 
Mahariahl’s discipfes in midair. 

Zb Jabalpur, people don’t talk so 
much about all tha ^flying high.” They 
arc more interested tn what will hap- 
pan when Mahesh Yogi is no more, 
^ill tfto ee cloae to him—ihe fore¬ 
igners—cake over, or, wiJl his rela¬ 
tives? The Rs i,000 crores will prob* 
ably disappear in a month—as it hap¬ 
pened with Rajneesh, The Indians are 
DO match for them," said a former 

dose associate. 


Other tbao Hirvada. the Maharishi 
has been BMit vuibta throu^ his 
afd^e lands. Tbe Maharishi mid let 
there be dhjaa, and (bore was dhyao. 
Teni townships spnug up almost over¬ 
night, as did a aioJ^rtalien of TU 
(Mcbars. Bewavtr, a ririt to ^hetr 
compleoiaa at Okhla. or Manegaon 
sbowt that all dhyaa a&d btcla work 
also makas for dw boys. 

At first sight Manegaon was canala- 
ly a buddifit town^p. All aZoDi ^ 
undulating land were half-fisMhdd 
including a round dbpnn 
balk which is a must at evcry.centre of 
die llaharishl*s as^>lre. But an air of 
desolation bung heavily over it alL Ibe 
veeetablea ware diaaMed. Tbe land 
looked parthed and barren despita 
(ha axpansiva i^seulcwal machinery 
lying tU over rbe placa. And, the 20 
cowa in tbe daisy barely produced II 
litres td milk each day. Even the 
Jersey enw eied in tbe tb^ was emari 
ated. 

Ibe %vorking day and the compul 
son TM seisiom were over. But ii still 
did not look as if serious work had 
been going on there. Tbe accent was 
on "more and more TM and less and 
less gaiis (ebusMk" as an employee 
there told us. "We don't fight or use 
bed words after we started ohyan.” he 
added. 

but did they work better? *Oh, that 
dees not matter so much. If you don’t 
work, but do your dftyan end watch 
your lattfuage, you can continue until 
eternity.^ Conversely, if you worked 
hard but didn't do your dhyan, you 
were out. 

The sddht lands were act up a few 
years ago with the intention of provid* 
mg emplovt&ent to 1,00,000 unera- 
pio^ In fdadhya Frmdesh. to begin 
with. Advertisements appeared in tM 
local pepars for TM teeners and other 
st^. But even a year or more later. 


h it all jaadu {mtgict? 'Jadugv’ Nigam who Is In charge of pabiidry, MICI 
parformjng hts magic act 



‘If an employee does not do 
dhyan, he goes out’ 


J. P. Srivastava tails SUNDAY 


A dd • white beird, i few 
deep y^rinkles, long tera^g' 
ly heir. $ flowing white 
robe, e convenient gig- 
gl ei end Jageshwer Pra- 
i$d Srivestava, 72, could eesHy dupU- 
eatt for Aji famom younger brother, 
the jet-tet hiahariaht Stahesh Yogi. 
(Strangely tf\ough, the Yogi looks 
years oJaer. Mr Srivastova says that 
Ail brother bears the heavy burden of 
the enure world on his fragile shoul¬ 
ders.) 

Sur they are worlds apart. Mahesh 
Yogi tits enshrined et the AMdouar* 
tart of hts “world government** in 
Seelisberg, Switserfand, with miU 
iionajraf at hit feet and planes and 
helicopters at his commana The elder 
brother, until he retired in 1969 from 
hit job as e clerk in the central ordn¬ 
ance factory in Jabalpur, used to cycle 
to work. It was only a few years ago 
that ha got a scooter. He never res- 

a ied (even though his brother's e*- 

eguer could buy many a country^ 
because he did not want to lose nis 
pansion. 

Today, Mr Srivastava has both hit 
pension and quite a good place tn the 
power structure of the MahenshJ’s 
vast, rapidly growing ampj're. /( 
spreads like ink thrown on a map. 

SUffDAY mat Mr J. P. Srivastava lii 
tha Aouia wA/aA Mr R. N. Coenka once 
owneds in New Friends colony (e col 
onyof the newly ^.affluent). 
And as Mr Srivastava talked, 
interspersing his answers with liberal 
dotes of what transcendental medira* 
tion (TM) and the Yogi were all about. 
It b^ame clear that Mahesh Yoyi 
wanted to make e big entry into India. 
From now on, Mrs Vandni's enemies 
¥fere their enexnxes and Mrs GandAi's 
friends were their friends. Excerpts: 

Q: When did you start working for 
Mahesh Yogi's organisation? 

A: I retired from the trentrtl ordn¬ 
ance factory in Jabalpur in 1969. I 
work in an honorary position now^no 
salary. 

Q: Your brother's organisation has 
also started several industries re¬ 
cently. 

A: Vas, handmade paper» t»Jes, rugs 
. .We Just bou^t 300 acres near Jabal* 
pur» on the Nagpur road 
Q.* J have just returned from Jabal. 
pur and I got the impression that most 
of these "new" industries have already 
become sick. Work seems to have 
come to a standstill. 

A: That was because the dhyan shik- 
shaks (TM teachers} who ran thes* 
industries had United eaperieoce . 
Now we will gat profeuionaU. 


There was this Gan^a 
Thakur. the editor (of 
Hitvada). He was a com¬ 
munist. .. We removed 
_ him, _ 

Q: What ts really behind tha split 
with Mr V. C Shukla? Why has ha 
withdrawn the title of Hicvada from 
the paper that your organisa tion 

bought out? 

A: Political PMple have ambitions. 
You know, wa nave to jtt lictnets and 
people used to say tbit these are 
shukJt's men. So we separated. Even 
the chief mlniecar said so. Tha contract 
was to finish on 31 May. Wa thouabt 
that with all this pressure it was better 
not to continue. 

Q: But, why are you firing so many 
people from Kirvada? 

A; When Uirvada starte;d some com¬ 
munist elements came in. They wanted 
unions, strikes. 'Some of them did not 
want CO do dAyan. 

Q: You mean to say that if an em* 
pipyee does nor do dhyan. he has to 
go? 

A; Yes, we don't keep them. 

Q: WAar about strikes and union 
activities? 

A: We don't want them. There was 
this Cange Thakur, the ^lor. Me was 
a CMnmunist and be tried all this. Wa 
removed him and he gave the news to 
the papers. 

Q: Could you tell me more about the 
Hitvada controversy? 

A: They started a remeshe. "AaiAd 
Srivastava. Aai-Aai alotans wera 
raised. Some commumit*mmded union' 
oeoole wanted to ttaee • hunner 


lOike. Wt hid told tham that we 
wanted no nega^l^^ news or enything 
bed about the government to be pul^ 
llshed. Nothing about the govamment 
taking bribea and things like that. 
Only good news could be published. 
The opposition group did not like this 
and started the slogans. 

0; Art more people being fired? 

A: Yes, more will go. We Jon'r want 
any uitt«sidAe (hanky-panky). They 
have to do dAyan or go out. No 
cigarettes, no alcohol either. 

(J: What about your family? It seems 
that tbara is a spfit in tha organisation, 
which is really baing controlled by 
MaAesA Yogi's nepAews and nieces. 

A: Duties change. Transfers take 
place. Not jhagras (fights). 

S : Isn't it true lAar your son, Anand 
control of tha unit six months ago? 
How it is your other son, AJay Prakash, 
wAerees two years ago, it was your 
sistar's son, Pra veen. who held a/i rAe 
strings? 

A: (He smiles in emherrassed ee- 
qutescenct) Pra veen has left, he does 
his own business. Prakash Is in 
Switserland. Anand is here. 

^Q: You are almost ten years older 
than your brother, and yet you look 
ten years younger. Why is that? 

A: My brother bears the burden of 
the world on hit shoulders. He is even 
trying to solve the problem of Poland. 
Our oAyan shikshaks can't go to Po¬ 
land, but wa go to counrrias frJandly 
with Poland, Tike Yugoslavia for ex- 
aamle. 

Q.’ Doas AlaAeaA Yogi plan to move 
towdie, lock, stock and barrel? 

A: Tha 'World Government of the 
Age of Enllghtanment* has cAetne 
(awakening). CAerna has no bound- 
ants. It can change habits though. 

Q: How many 7m teacAers do you 
have? 

A; About 18,000 in Europe. We first 
started in Germany, then in the United 
States. You see. where there is money, 
there is tension. Where there is ten¬ 
sion, dAyu is needed. 

Q: What about MaAesA Yogi's re/a- 
tioos with MrR. H. Goenka? Have they 
drifted apcit? 

A: When Mahesh Yogi eame with 
^500 visitors, he needed a big place. 
The new Indian Express building was a 
dliputed proper^ and Mrs Gan Ai was 
iin». So Manesn Yogi took the place. 
Mr Goenka did not charge any rent, 
^e building was saved. 

Q: But Mr Goeske is not ao close to 
you now. 

A: Por politicaJ rtaeoos, it can't be. 
TboM wbe are big are Ua far r«Mii* 
•..and wa.teMM 
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Does Zail Sii^h 
Have Links With 
Dal Khalsa? 


SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA investigates 


D oes the D«i KhalM. the tz- celebreriOAs «i the AnendtHir Sahib 
rremist Sikh organisation Gurdwara. chief mimsier Darbara 
which IS advocating a sepa* Singh, roet the leaders of the Akal 
rare Khahscan and was be- TalOir. Soon alter, the Sikh leadership 
hind the hiiacking of an In* chanaed us mind. No Aidramnama was 
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D oes the Dai Khalsa. the ez- 
tremist Sikh organisation 
which IS advocating a sepa¬ 
rate Khaiiscan and was be¬ 
hind the hijacking of an In¬ 
dian Airlines Boeing 717 to Pakistan 
lastSeptafflber.enjovthc patronage of 
union home minister Oyani Zail 
Singh? This question is now being 
debated in the Punjab secretariat in 
Chandigarh after the Mukhva Ranch 
ichief> of the Dai Khaisa, Karsimran 
Singh, made certain revelations to the 
police during interrogatum. Harsim- 
ran Singh was sought by the Puniab 

C slice on charges of xeditiun since the 
iiacking. He went underground soon 
after the hijacking and was arrested 
bv the Punjab police at Mohali near 
CKandigarh m January this year The 
vtatements which Harsimran Singh 
made to his interrogators has thrown 
upen a Pandora's box. Though he has 
not named (lyani Zail Singh directly, 
tr the list of contacts and sympathis¬ 
ers given by him to the interrogators, 
av manv as eleven i out of a total of 17) 
persons named Bv Harsimrtn Singh as 
h IS cn nt act s are repu ted ly verv close to 
Liyani Zail Singh. 

The common talk in the corridors of 
Che Punjab secretariat is that the ex¬ 
tremist movement among the Sikhs, 
which has seicessiuni&t overrones. lias 
grown because uf the way the L'ongres- 
5 >ill leadership has t>een dealing with 
(he Sikhs over the past few years. And 
(•yani ZaU Sin^ is not the only one 
being blamed tor this. If he is being 
accused of having built up the Praiik- 
enscein of Sant Bhindranwale and the 
elements like the Dal Khalsa, his arch 
rival in Punjab politics, chief minister 
Darbara Singh roo^is n<»t toialiy mno- 
cent. The rivalry between the Sikhs 
and the Nirankans, which has been 
one ot the mam sources ot trouoie and 
bloodshed in Punjab since 1978, was 
about CO be resolved in March by an 
Akal Tikht hukamaamn dcktan 
announcing the end of tbe confronta¬ 
tion between the Sikhs and the 
Sirankaris. The prospects of this 
hukamnama being issued were very 
brighi uU the second week of March. 
On 13 Mtrch, dunng the Hotaaoballa 
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celebrations at the Anandpur Sahib 
Gurdwara. chief minister Darbara 
Singh, roet the leaders of the Akal 
Talmt. Soon after, the Sikh leadership 
changed us mind. No Aidremnama was 
issued and the confrontation between 
ihe Sikhs and the Hirankans con¬ 
tinues. 

Since rhe days of Praup Singh 
Kairon, the Sikh Congress headers of 
Puniab have been able to retain their 
uanglehold over Punjab Congress 
jwiitics by overplaying to the centre 
(he graviiv of the Ak^i threat to the 
Congress. Both Gyani Zail Singh and 
Mr Darbara SlIlg^l have been toeing 
ihis line, which was first successfully 
tried out hv the Uie Pratap Singn 
Kairvn. So. today, if the Sikh* 
Sirankari rapprochement has to take 
place. Mr D ar bare Si n gh want s a prom* 
mens place in it. he will not allow 
union home minister Zail Singh to lake 
the credit So. till he is involved m the 
procevi. (here is little likelihood of the 
Akal Fakbt issuing a AuJtainnaxna en¬ 
ding the conlroniatioh with the 
Niranzans. The Nirankans and (he 
Mkh leadership had agreed on a three- 
n<-int formula for ending ihe rivalry— 
riiat (he Nirankans will show respect 
10 (he hikh gurus; that (he Nirankatis 
will respect ihe triini Cranfh Sahab; 
ano that all rhe portions in Hirankari 
iiteraiure olgected to by the Sikhs will 
be removed. As tar as (he first two 
iHiints are concerned, the Niraokaris 
say that they are already adhering to 
them. As for the third point, a joint 
committee «>f the Sikhs and the 
S'irankari leaders was to be set up. 

J he settlement tormuia is siiU being 
considered. 

t^iani Zail Sire's iDvolvemeni with 
the extremist Sikhs was evident right 
from the davs when tbe Congress went 
'JUT of power lO 1977 Even before that. 
Gyaniji. who is a former Akali activiit, 
was fi^ucniiy accused by his detrac¬ 
tors of being sympathetic to tbe Sikh 
fundamemalisu. During his tenure as 
chief minister of Punjab, betweeb | 
1973 and 1977. Gyam cried to outdo g 
the Akalia in (he game of reviving Sikh | 
fundaoeniaUara. He encouragod the I 
medieral Sikh sect, the Hlhengs, and 4 
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was given the d^le of Mahasikh by tbe 
Nihangs. He renamed a road connect¬ 
ing the Anandpur Sahib Gurdwara in 
Ropar district with Dumduma Sshib in 
Anandpur as the Guru Govuid Singh 
Marg. Sant Bhindranwale, the young 
preacher who came into the news 
when he was arrested (and later lat 
off) on the chiru of being involved In 
(he murder of Lila Jaut Naram. has 
for long been rumoured to be enjoying 
(he patronage of (iyani Zail Singh. 
Through Bhindranwale, Gyaniji has 
managed to embarrass both rhe Akalis 
and the chief minister, Darbara Singh. 
All doubts about tbe Gyani’s softness 
towards Bhindranwale were removed 
when Bhindranwale visited Delhi for a 
week from 3 April. Bhindranwale 
came to Delhi accompanied by nearly 
200 followers, 70 of wnooi were armed, 
THe Punjab government, which has so 
far failed to check Bhindranwale's 
movements accompanied by armed 
men informed the centre that many of 
the Sant's foJIowers were carrying un- 

Gyani Zail SingA taJk/ng to joofTta/ists 
at Falan airport on JO 5epfember I9gl 
when he came to rece/re tAe passengers 
cd lAe Aoacied piano on tAezr return from 
Pakistan 
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arms. But nu action wu cakan 
against BhindrtnwaJa id Delhi. When 
the central home ministry otfKials 
ware asked how Bhindranwale wn 
being accompanied around Delhi by 
armed men. the reply was that there 
was no ban on carrying arms in the 
union lerntory of Delhi. But they had 
no reply to questions about the on* 
licensed arms. So. with the home 
ministry under Cmi Sail Singh turn* 
ing a blind aye, Bnindrenwale came lo 
Delhi, display^ ell his unliceiued 
arms and went beck to Punjab unchal* 
lenged. For those who might then have 
had doubts about Bhindranwale’s links 
with CWani Zail Singh, two Sikh lead 
ers of Delhi. Rachhpal Siogh and Man* 
jii Singh (son of the late Jathedar 
Sentokh Singh) vrere there to play host 
to Bhindranwele during his sojourn io 
the capital. 

T he eleven gentlemen close toOyaai 
ZaiJ Sin^ who have btm named 
as contacts^ the Dal KhaJsa leader 
Harsimran Singh are: Sardar Curtej 
Singh, an IAS officer, Sardar Jasbir 
Singh Walia and Sardar Pritam olugh, 
both of the Punjab Civil Service, Ma¬ 
jor Dershan Singh, deputy director ci 
schools, Punjab, Sardstr Tarlochan 
Singh of the Punjab govtAunent's pub> 
lie relations dapanment, P^esaor 
Attar Singh of Punjab University. 
Chandigarn, Professor N. D. Ahujt it 
Punjab Uolvcrsity, Chandigerh, Pro< 
feasor Hanuni Siit^ Shan, who holds 
the Guru Nanak chair in F^jab Uni¬ 
versity. Chandigarh, Professor Kul* 
want Singh of Punjabi University. 
Pafials, professor Sukhdayal Singh m 
Punjabi Uaivertity, PetiaJa, Dr Soheo 
Sin^ retired director ol health ser¬ 
vices. Punjab, and Dr Xamail Kogh, a 
rttirad deputy director of the enir^ 
husbandry department of the Punjab 
government. 

ftoimran Singh told his iacerroge- 
tors chat his party did not receive any 
aossty fititt any foreign oouaoy but 
adiUned thet a certain Mr Hargunad 
Biggh. wbn was Hmnrtng them, was 
racelving realttancna frott 
•inih who Uvaa ahroed 
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Kargumad Singh had. m 1977. intro, 
ducra HanifliraD Singh to Dr Jagiit 
Sir^ at the house oi a retirad iCS 
officer. Sardar Kapur Singh Harsim' 
ran Singh, who is 31 years old. bad 
been active in Sikh peliiics since 1972 
and had participeteo in a demonstra¬ 
tion agairut mii' Indira Gandhi id 
December 197S during the AlCC ses¬ 
sion at Kamagatamaninagar (Mataur) 
near Chandigarh. He cole the mierro* 
utors that the idee of fonung the Dal 
KhaUa was oeoted in a meeting of the 
Sikh Homeland Akab Dal at Ludhiana 
in Octobet 1977. The meetiu was 
attended by Dr Jagiit Singh, f»rgur- 
Dad Singh and Sardar Kapur Sin^. 

Tbe Del Khalsa was botn on i Au¬ 
gust 1978, in ■ meeting at the gurd- 
ware'» Chandigarh's 5«ctor-3$. A five- 
member pencMysr with Harsinnn 
Siogh at the •Mukhya Panch was 
formed. Tbe mam aim of the newpeity 
was the attainment of Punn Ijin/sa 
Kaj fKhalisun). TOl April mi the Dal 
Khaisa functioned from the Secto(*35 
gurdwara in Chandigarh and tbe Guru 
Nanak Niwas at tbe Golden Temple, 
Amritsar, where room No 37 was allot- 
md to this party. In September 1981 
the Dal Khusa dacided to *bnng hot¬ 
ness" to the Khalistan movement. The 
fim step was (he bumiog of a copy of 
the Coosdtutioo of India by a Da] 
Khalsa activist, ^Gurbaeban Singh 
Khalsa. at Julhiodur on II September 
mi. The next day, 19 September, 
Harsimran Singh met Cajinder Siogh, 
Sitnam &ngb and Jaswaot Singh, all 
Del Khalsa actmsts at Amritsar aod 
thay rusolved to do some thing alarm* 
ing to popularise the pa^ and its 
cause. Th^ decided on hijaddng an 
Indiao Air^iee plane to Pakistan. 

On 20 September Gaiinder. Sii^ 
and Sii^ flew by an Indian 

Airlines Boeing fhgbt from Amritsar to 
Srinagar to study tbe seating-plan of 
tM ainsaft. Tney rerumed on 21 
Sapteabtr and ebe next day (he bi- 
jAiiu teem Cajinder Si^. Sat- 
nam 8la^ Teiinderpal Siogh. Karen 
Sin^ and Jeibtf $ingh-»wes selected. 
TIm ecTual hijeckiag was done on 29 


September, when a plane was taken by 
the Dal Kbidsa activists to Lahore. On 
that day iteeU Harsimran Singh issued 
a statement on behalf of the Dal 
Khalsa and look (he responsibility for 
tbe hijacking. In his statement to the 
police, Harsimran Singh has stated 
that after the hnackiog was over, 
Akali leader Curcharan oingh Tohia 
and Sant Bhindranwale gavelinancial 
help to the ^1 Khalsa Akali MP, 
Mrs Rajinder Kaur, also gave monev to 
Hanimran Singh after the hiiacldng, 
according to w Interrogation repon. 

Though the union home minister. 
Gyani fail Singh, has not been named 
by Harsimran Siogh during his inter* 

X Qon, what is worrying the police 
en in Punjab is die long list of 
contacts disclosed by Harsimran 
Singh, which includes many lieuta- 
rants of the home minister. Even if 
there is no link between the Gyani and 
the Dai Khalsa, the fact that he is 
surrounded by so many persons named 
as "coniaccs" by the M Khalsa leader 
is alarming. iOiother story which is 
now doing the rounds in the Punjab 
police htad^arters is about a letter 
which tbe (Senior Superintendent 
ol Police) of Ciyvd Zail oiAgh's home 
district. Paridl^t, wrote to the DIG 
(CID) after Gyanijl became the union 
borne minister. Is January I960, the 
then SSP of Faridkot, Simraniit Singh 
Mano, wrote a letter to the then DIG 
(CID), Mr C. K. Sahni, saying chat with 
the appointment of a "corrupt person" 
like (^yani Bail Singh as the union 
home minister, it woiud be diHicult for 
him to maintain law and order in 
Faridkot. There was then an Akali 
loverament in Punjab. But even when 
uie Confess took over. Mr Mann did 
not cha^e bis observations re^dii^ 
the union borne minister. Today, in 
fact, Mr Mann is working in a post 
under the union home ministry and is 
based in Bombay. With the filing of 
the Harsimran Singh interrogation re* 
and the story of the Mann letter 
circulating, nor many police officert in 
Punjab imy are mpered to speak 
about Gyani Zail ain^. H 

26 









The i^rld*s most celdbrate 


High above the mist fine, Iblbe kA 
the Himalavo* the gentle rains and the < 
mountain v^ikb make the soU CMffous ani 
none other. Only thk unsp<^Ied ea^ car 
the unique flavour of pure Darjeeling tea. 

.. The golden colour of Darjeeflng te^ 


the most 












Can military power be 
balanced by arms control? 


T he NATO Powers have al* 
ways had a teiihnologica] 
lead aod a military edj^e 
over the Wartaw Pact na* 
lions. But the USSR has 
gradually been closing the tech* 
noloucai gap over the past decade. 
At the strategic level, the Sovjeta 
have developed sophisticated Mul* 
tiple Independently Targetable Re* 
entry Vehicles (MIRVs) of great 
accuracy. KxMris accept that the 
superiority of America's strategic 
nuclear forces in numbers of war* 
heads is offset by Soviet superiority 
in numbers of delivery vvhiclev* 
nUhough, if Washington ratified 
SALT II. Russia would have to re¬ 
duce these by 10 pet cent. 

The Soviet Union has also mod* 
ernised its intermediate-range nuc¬ 
lear force, by repiacihg its old In¬ 
termediate Range Ballistic Missiles 
(IRBMs) with the super-accurate 
SS-20 missile. T^day, in Europe, the 
US, Britain and France have about 
1000 IRBMs and the Soviets have 
the same number. At the conven¬ 
tional level, the US had accepted 
that the balance would be in the 
Soviet Uniun'^ favour and had 
hoped to offset this with f|uality 
anti technology. But the gap has 
been even further wideneu by two 
impurtani fac(or!> A jurge propoi - 
lion of US warships, together with 
those oF other allied nations, have 
been deployed in the fnds.in Ocean. 
SimilarW, troops and aircraft which 
had in the past been earmarked to 
reinforce Europe, are now envis¬ 
aged for the Rapid Deployment 
Force (RDF) for We$t Asia. 

However, everything has not 
been plain-sailing for the Soviet 
Union. It spent 15 per cent of us 
GNP on d^ence in 19B1; this is 
three limes that of NATO. But the 
Soviet Union has had lo concern 
itself with China as well as NATO, 
and the GNP of NATO powers is 
more than double that of the War 
saw Pact powers. Moreover, events 
in Poland have underlined the un* 
certainty that faces Moscow plan¬ 
ners who may not be tfble to count 
on the whole-hearted loyalty of all 
(he Warsaw Pact members. It is also 
evident that new Soviet weapon 
systems have not been introduced 
as Quickly as had been expected. 
The new Soviet main battle unk 
has been under development for 

f ears; even delivery of the older 
-72 teak to the Warsaw Pact 
armies has proceeded more slowly 
rhtn antidpited- 
j^evertheless. the U6 fa noi happy 


determined to achieve military su* 
periority over the Soviet Union and 
IS convinced that this is possible 
because Russia cannot afford to 
continue (he arms race at the Itv^ 
planned by the US. Presidem 
Brethnev describes (his airi(ude aa 
*a dangerous delusion**—and rngnT 
find it ’difficult, (o disagree witB' 
him. The belief that tna Soviet 
Union would net make any ecopo 
mic sacrifice necessaiy for the agice 
of nanonal survival, belles the 
whole of Russian history. On the 
other hand, the Pentagon's ambi¬ 
tious aim of resioring uS superior¬ 
ity over (he Soviet Union may have 
(o suffer at (he hands of economic 
reality; it may be forced to cut 
defence spending to meet ihePresl* 
dent's pledge of a balanced budget. 

Presently, the super-powers seem 
set for an arms race which is mov* 
ing into a new area of technoto0 
which increases the danger of 
mutual misunderstanding and the 
nsk of war. It may seem absurd to 
(he deieched observer ihet the ni* 
per powers, which have the capac* 
ity to destroy the world ten timet 
over, need to increase this capacity 
to destroy it 20 times over. Yet the 
fear of technological inventions 
which would give temporary sur* 
prise and superiority, and the mis* 
interpreiaiiort of une another's in* 
tentions is propelling the world into 
dangerous paths from which it cm 
only be rescued by arms control. 

Well-meaning intermediaries 
have been trying to use their influ* 
ence to stop this arms race. Both 
the NATO and Warsaw Pact mem* 
bars have a stake, not only in de* 
fendingEurope, but also in its sur¬ 
vive. ThuSs American European 
allies virtually forced a reluctant 
President Reagan to agree to hold¬ 
ing talks on European (medium 
range) missiles. President Reagan's 
radical proposal of the "aero Ofi* 
tion** has urged the removal from 
Europe of all IRBMs. President 
Brezhnev has said that he would be 
prepared to reduce the number of 
SS-20s subscantially, if NATO drops 
the plan to deploy Pershing and 
Cruise missiles. 

These statements by the super* 
power leaders have raised hopes 
lor the current Geneva arms reauc¬ 
tion talks. Despite the Polish crisis, 
Europe's desire to avert the threat 
of nuclear annihilation remains the 
best approach to the easing of East* 
West tensions and the preservation 
of detente between the super¬ 
powers. 


to accept p^iy of nuclear strategic 
forces anu is Imping to re-estahluh 
rts lead with the Ma missile and (be 
B-1 bomber. Al (he intermediate 
ranges, the NATO programme for 
(he induction of uS Cruiae aod 
Pershing missiles by the end of 
I9S3» has roused political con¬ 
troversy in Europe. The Americans 
hope lo offset their convenuonal 
inferiority with (he introduction of 
the neuirun bomb as • tank-crew 
killer. This poli» has not yet been 
ratified by the NATO powers. 

The Soviet Union has rejected 
the idea of unilateral disarmament, 
all hough President Brezhnev hes 
uffered to accept an appropriate 
obligation on behalf of tbe Mviet 
Union if other countries decide to 
create a non nuclear zone in north¬ 
ern Europe or tbe Balkans. But the 
Russians reject the idea that (here 
can be a war in Europe without the 
use of nuclear weapons. These 
Soviet views are well established, li 
is also apparent that Soviet econo 
mic growth has begun to fall and 
(here are serious political strains 
developing on the periphery of 
Soviet power, as is evident in Po¬ 
land and Afghanistan. But Amer¬ 
ican interpretations of these 
perceptions are causing concern to 
Europeans The Pentagon seems 


The Pentapon seems 
determined toachieve milit¬ 
ary superiority over the 
^viet Union and is con* 
virKed that this is possible 
because Russia cannot 
afford to continue the 
arms race at the level 
planed by the US. 
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SAUMITRA BANERJEE and SYED MAJEEDUL HASAN report on how 
combustible waste is being carelessly dumped by the Nuclear Fuel Complex 

authorities in Hyderabad 





* to shock from savero burn ini." 

* Like on a faw occasions in tne past, 
{ on € March too Lazmi and her two 
B children had lathered at the waste 

S ard of the Nuclear Fuel Complex in 
’yderabad to lathar cowdung and 
twiu. The ptgce. on hillocks about 500 
yards from the NPC plant, though 
within the premises of the Complex, is 
imlenced. Nor are there any boards 
saying that the place is protected. The 
NrC, which provides nuclear fuel to 
ill nuclear installations in the country, 
like the Bhabha Atomic ResaarchCen* 
tre (BARCl and Tara pur Atomic Power 
Station (TAPS), uses a material called 
sirconium for making cladding pipes 
10 store the nuclear fuel. Zirconium 
which is resistant to radiation and 
absorbs very few neutrons is highly 
combustible in the powder form, and 
even a higher moisture content in the 
atmosphere is enough to cause oxida* 
cion for it to ignite itself and burst into 
flames, sometimes with a loud explo* 
* sion. It is this powder mixed with some 
other chemicals which, the police be* 
lieve bad been dumped in the waste 
yard and which Palaniamma and Veiu 
Kid touched, and weae instantly en* 
gulfed in flames. 

The NFC, which employs about 
1,000 people, was started in 1971 for 
produciog natural and enriched ura* 
nium. There are also soma small plants 
at the NFC which supply ultra pure 
materials for the electronic industry 
like the Electronics Corporation of 
India Ltd (ECIL). According to R. 
Rajendran, senior manager of tha 
NrC, aatrema care is taken to ensure 
safety so that no nuclear material or 
the conbuaribla sirconium finds its 
way to the waste yard. He told this 
correipondeni that solid wastes from 
the nuclear handliu planta are col* 
lected in polythene liiM drums and 
then burled In earthen tranches within 
the fenced'in area of the NFC. Occa* 
sionally there are liquid chemical 
wastes. For disposing thoM there are 
solar evaporation planta where all 11 * 
quid chamlcal waste* ere collected 
end left lo dry till they become che* 
mlcel selu. These salts are than Ae^ 
ed for radioectivicy laveli end II ^ 
Mtlvlty levels are within permlulble 
i limits, they are sold to private pvtim 


6 March, Thirry^five year old 
Laxmi was benomg over a pile 
uf twigs when she heard the 

saw a huge flame, about six 
feet high» and her five year*oJd dauah* V!' 

ter, P^aniamma. screaming and de* 
sperately trying ro fight off rae flames :V' ,* * 
that were enveloping her. About two * 

feet away her son. Velu, wa« also 

battling with (he flames ImmeOiately, *. .^Hf! 

Laxmi ran up to the two burning : 

children and screaming for help.iried ^ Ifl 

to rescue them. Wnhin minutes a \ * ^iT 

crowd of People had gathered and the M 

two children, wriihine in pain, were j * ^ 

rushed to the Oandhi Medical College f : \ 

In Secundcreliad Within a few hours A ' 

Palaniamma succumbed to her in- i^L ’ 

juries, while eight*year-bid Velu died ' m 

the next day. The bodies of the two | 
dead children were then sent to the I ** ' . 

forensic department of the Gandhi I 

Medical College for postmortem. The Ahmed Ah Khan: 'NFC is poStusing 
postmorten) report read: '‘Death due surrounding trees*_ 

Lexffij frinfitf whose two children were hurnf in the NFC screpvtrd 












mooitort the extent of pucletr poUih 
tioD in the MFC erei end tu^ests 
fiept to check it Wette drconiun 

C der, according to Mr Rajendrao, ii 
it and could never have found its 
way to the unfenced waste yard. The 
on& kind of waste material that had 
been dumped in the yard was nagne* 
slum chloride, which is non* 
combustible, and that too about two 
years back. When asked about tbe fire 
which had killed two children, Mr 
Rajendran simply said, “It is a mystery 
to us." 

Hie Ranga Reddy iwlice (NFC falls 
under its jurisdiction), however, 
thinks differently. A preliminary re* 

f ort (Grave Crime ReMit No. 1 S/b 2 by 
irupathy Reddy, ASr, Ranga Reddy 
district, meant only for office circuit* 
tion) on the incident says; *Prom (he 
evidence collected so far in the inves> 
rigatioD it is established chat the incv 
dent occurred due to the negligence of 
the NFC safety manager anJ others 
who are responsible for taking safety 
measures." And that "the Krap yard 
which is at a distance of 500 feet from 
the NFC plant is not protected or 
seiregated end no danger boards ere 
exhibited. The scrap yard is fraely 
accessible to commonmen and animal* 
s...The waste heap (which the two 
children hid touched) appears to be 
fresh end recent dumpings containing 
sirconJum and othrr matarials ire 
combustible." The seme report says 
that the plant manager had "admit¬ 
ted*' that some slrconium waste coidd 
have got mixed with the waste dis¬ 
posed of at the yard. So much for Mr 
Rajendrin's claim that no waste mat* 
ter had been dumped recently end 
that the waste was totally non* 
combustible. Besides, when tnis cor¬ 
respondent visited the site as long as 
two waeki after the Incident he found 
that the waste dumps where the two 
children had been burnt were still 
unfen^ and as accessible as it was 
before the incident. 

But (his Is not the first time that 
chargee of negligence have been level¬ 
led against Nr C officials. On 24 March 
last year four people died in an acci* 
dent while destroying slrconium 
waste. None of those who died be¬ 
longed to the NFC. On that day 
around 1.30 In tbe afternoon, 2S bar¬ 
rels of slrconium waste vrere brought 
end forklifted at the destruction sTte, 
an open area which had no fendni. 
Out of curiosity a number of people 
had gathered at the site along with 
some scrap pickers. No one was cold to 
leave the piece. The waste from the 
drums was taken out and dumped on 
tbe ground. But as p^ssure was being 
ed 



Hm Nuclear Fua/ Complex in Nydarabed 


with, get so close to the destruction 
site of as dangerous a material as 
sirconium? The NFC officials are yet 
to answer these <|uestions. 


A hmed AJi Khen (40) bas e smell 
textile shop in the old city area of 
Hyderabad. He has been eeraing a 
living for the past few years semng 
cloth. There is nothing unusual about 
this. What is unusual is the feet that 
Mr Khan is a qualified scientist end 
wes, till 1979, e senior scientist of (be 
BAkC working in the health physics 
unit of the NFC. in 1979, after 20 
yeers* service in various nuclear In- 
st^aiions in the country, he resigned 
from tbe BARC because he found that 
nothing was being done to check tbe 
increasing environmental hasards tbe 
NFC was posing to erees around It. In 
his resignstioa letter (dated 16 Febru¬ 
ary 1979) he wrote: "A greet disre- 
spWt (his been) ^own to uie environ* 
mentsJ finding and the ioectivity 
shown by the Bepartnent to take 
effective actioa to protect tbe public 
Norn drinklag polluted well weier si 
(the) NFC site..J feel that if my posi¬ 
tion as a senior sdentist can be looked 


tion as a senior sdentist can be looked 
down in this way. 1 should better 
resign and serve tne people outside 


B iund and pollutes the soil and water. 

is has happened in Mallapuram end 
Bashigude (areas adjoining the NFC). 
The water in these areas is unfit even 
for animals. This wes, of course, before 
I resigned. The situation must be more 
dangerous now." Before he had res- 
ig(^, Mr Khen had written to tha 
director of BARC and the then Prime 
Minister. Mr Morarii Desai, warning 
them of (his danger. The only response 
he met with was silence. 

As early as 1976, the growing dao* 
gen of contamination hea been made 
clear in a half yearly report of the 
health physics unit oi the NFC. The 
report (Health Physics Surveillance •( 
N#C, January 1976>June 1976) pointed 
out about outlet water that "due to 
increased operations and more pro¬ 
duction, the levels of alkali. NO) U 
(nitrates) and dissolved solids have 

t one up as compered to last year. The 
iveis of total dissolved solids, NO) 
end alkali are found well above per- 
mittibio Jfmits...Effluents pooled in 
Mallapuram village show that the 
levels of nitrates are well above max- 
imum pennissible concenrrarxon. Che¬ 
mical plants should have a strict con¬ 
trol on the discharge of storm drains." 
About well water, the report said, 
"Merriguda well continued to main- 



















HUiif •iiu'ntft i Hfiivr HMS Bi'ijii'uj.\leam'‘ uu( oiPrtrtiOMtith 
ty icr iht htitfiiy hvififi ch^r^ by croivd» si the btrboor 


ASHrs RAY reports from London on the history of the pc 

defuse the tension betwet 


r he British were the Mrst to 
lind on the Falkland islands 
in 1790, But until the 1960» 
nobody lived in the fluster of 
riny. confetridike it1v« in the 
nicb AUamic, SUO mWvs from the 
ritDtiM coast. Then the French, (oU 
by the British and lastly the 
^anlaros esiabluhed Imie settle* 
ann. But they never (lourtshed and 
I withdrew. Thus, in effect, for nearly 
re decades after IBIO, no stete had 
ly tuihcrity over cbe Inlands. 


American reediator, Secretarv of State 
Alexander Hai#;. will be seekirm in a 
Kissinger style shuttle diplomacy. 
Neither Britain nor Argentina is 
opposed to this idea ui principle. But 
London, as a preconditkm to any nego* 
riaiiofts, demanded ao iminediate 
Argentine withdrawal from the Palk> 
ItndK—m line with the UN security 
council resolution—which Buenos 
Aires hu flatly rejected. Argentina 
has been threatcoM to meet force 
with force if Britain attempts to evict 
it by military means. 

The dawn landing by Argaminaon 
Port Stanley, on 2 April, took the 
British government completely by sur¬ 
prise—or so Mrs Margaret Thatcher 
claims. Indications of a possible 
Argentine bid to grab ibe lemtory 
were evident as early as 26 February 
and OR 19 March this became .more 
than probable'. But Britain chose to 
Ignore the developments since sabre* 
rattling has been a frequent practice 
of the Argentine government. In any 
case, no British fleet could have 


UltimataJy, an enterprising man 
mod Vernet persuaded the new bos* 
IS in Buenos Aires tu appoint him 
ovemor of the Islands in 1829 and to 
Vi him larae grants of land and a 
onopoly oT sealing and fishing, 
owavar, Vernet seiied an American 
laler and the United Staten sent a 
ftnhip which destroyed his settle* 
ant. Another (jovernor despatched 
OB Buenos Aires was almost im* 
ediitely killed by mutinous convicts, 
inally. in 16.1^ a British sloop ar* 


ve^-seni apparently, to forestall a 
liilbJe American CMKeover—and its 




Grn Mario Menendei takes oath is governor of (he f 
from tight) h the first Argetione governor ifirce 


jiilbie American takeover—and its 
unmander restated the old British 
■Im, compelling the Argentine gam* 
« 10 leave 

Since 194S successive gcivemnents 
. Buenos Aires have questioned the 


Four British soldiers who wen reportedly deported (i 


vnenhip of the Falkland Inlands and 
tunes, even London appeared to 


vour a handover. In fact, negotia* 
ms began in the 1960s at the requait 
cbe United Nations Assambly.' 
nrevar, Aruntina*s claim was not 
xepted ana the Assembly stressed 
Mt (ha interests of the Palklandeis, 
ho were of British stock, must be 
>pt in .mind. But Argentina kept up 
I praasure and among other conces* 
rae, acouired sole on air ser* 
cei (0 tne Islands. In I976i an inva* 
on seemed to be in the otfing, but 
itilQ. then under a Labour govern* 


TtT«xn5 n* ntirarnsni m jpifi 
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sickly sent naval reinforcements to 
p in the bud any Argentine designs. 
K, in 1977. the question of a transfer 
sovereignty was formally discussed 
itween ^ two countries and two 
■ws agu a British Fvreigu Office 
iniater, Nicholas Ridley, after talks 
New York with the Argentine gov* 
lunent, floated the idea of a nong 


.*» 


BnrisA Mtence auninar John rion 
(righOwith Cepteia liaiey Middferos of 
the HMS Hermes pborograpbed during 
bU loot of inspecCkM of tbe aircn/t 
carrier before it set sad for tbe 
FeJklends 


Britab coaamitdos of A Company train to keep £ft 




reKhed (he Filklands in time to 


I 11 5 hi iM I IB 11 f f J B ■ il f 


LX^ll 


M dr hCskXi I* 


varelMty would be handed to the 
rcentines. but the Islands leased 
to Britain for a long period. 
Today, with Argentina having fore* 
taken control of the Palklandsand 




stationed on the bluods put up a sli^t 
resistance, killing one Arganoae oftk* 
ar and wounding two mtrt, but they 
were badly outnumbared and iooq 
lurrendarad THay hava. since, aion| 


dUvhl \i*n 1^1 


f mrTB d m} iTBC 


'er assembled itaaming towards the 
luth Atlantic to raiain possession, a 


lands, been flown back to Britain. 
Ind^. Britam'i slow and cluaav 
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Ihe British lion 

ion of th^Falklands and the pditical moves to 


gentina ang Britain 


A Huritr jimp jtf (ri$hl} jast b4fort t4kiDg otf fnh 
carrier Htemei 


sion—wbicb inrolvcd a two-su^e 
cration directed at capturins Port 
SunlOY and Soutli Georgin^ana n was 
dniy t( houn after the Aruntine flag 
was hoisted on the Islands that 
WhitahaU adminod the changed car* 
cumstances. The public and political 
furore that follow^ (with an emergen* 
cy seatioa of Parliament held on Satur¬ 
day 3, April) raOecied in no ambiguous 
manner wbat the British people and 
the opposition parties felt about the 
govenupeat's handing of the crisis. It 
also led to the rasignatum of the 
skilful and respected foreign secret* 
vy, l«rd Carrington. Later, in accept¬ 
ing this resitnatiofl, and by refusing to 
do to ID we case of the defence 
sacretarr, John Noit, Mrs Thatcher 
clearly Vlaaad the Foreign Office. 
However* the fact remains that intalli- 
nance infqraiatioB which reaches a 
iWlgn* secretary's depertmeni also 
arrivas at the Pnme MiniMer's desk. 
So, Cha raspOQSibiliTy for the abject 
failure to ‘protect’ tho integrity of the 
FaUclaods rested as much on the 
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A iriteuefte of Aigcnriae aannes 
boisting ihe Aigesdne f7ag at Port 
Sta/Oep in the ^Uefaoeb 

at 10, DowDing Street as anyone else. 
This is why, not surprisindTi some 
Labour ajio Sodal Demcaaiic Party 
membere, as yrell as i few cabinet 
nioisiers and the f^ing Conservative 
Party backbenchers (more di|^reetly), 
inslwad that she. too. should haveguit, 
citing the example of Anthony Eden 
doing ibe seme during tha Suoi sat* 
back in 1956. 

Haring rajoetad this cowso. the only 
optltn Im for iha goraniaeot. and 
iadlH Airs Thatcbar, was a toud^i 


s»fr bv 
scribed 


possible retaliiTioa. The people were 
crying for bloody and the leader of the 
opposition, Michael Foot, had en¬ 
dorsed a restoration of British admJ* 
rustradofi to the Falklands—if possi¬ 
ble by poeceful methods, but if aecoa- 
by force. (He .had earlier de* 
the government's incompa* 
terice as a '‘berrayal" of the aspira¬ 
tions of the Palklanders.) 

In Buenos Aires the mood was one of 
celebranon. President Leopoldo Gal- 
tieri's popuUriiy had tumbled to its 
lowest point since the coup of 1976. 
Only three days before the invuloo. 
huge demonstrations were staged in 
the capital by trade unionists who 
chanted slogans about the imminent 
demise of ‘*We military dictatorship.* 
But the disenchantment with the state 
of the economy (inflation is running at 
an mcredibla 140 par cent) soon 
turned into a wave of support for the 
dictator and his junta, though crepida* 
tion crept in within a law days as 
Britam's much-publicised intenrions 
of a naval campaign became evident. 
In fact, the mood mellowed consider* 
ably in less than a week as the Argen¬ 
tine foreign minister, Nicenor Costa 
Mendes, spoke of the prospect of war 
"fading*, despite the promise to repel 
any attacks as Britain declared a 200- 
mile vrar sona around the Pilldands, 
determined to sink all hostile Argen¬ 
tine vessels iri this area after 04 00 
hours GMT on 12 April. 

Tlie announcement of tbe blockade 
by defence secretary John Noit was 
essentially a tactical ploy, aimed at 
testraining traDS-shiptnent of raeo and 
supplies frcrni the mainland during the 
tw>weck journey of the fleet hdbded 
by HMS Invincible. And to carry out 
this objective, an advance par^ of 
four British submarines hid cruised 
into the war sone. Facing them, 
curiously enouxh, was a squadron or 
Briiish-ffltde oea King helicopters 
equipped with quite modern anti¬ 
submarine devices, among other 
weapons. 

Immediately after Britain started 
the bJockade of tbe Islands, the Anar- 
icao secretary of state. Alexander 
Haig, flew to London to meet British 
PM, Mrs Thatcher, m an effort to 
defuse the tenskm. TUI the time of 
writing, Mr Haig has failed in his 
attempts to bring about peace but he 
has not gi^ up hope. Meanwhile, 
Argentine ships went Dick to port in 
the face of the 27-ih)p British armada 
which was fait steaming to the Islands. 
Bfitain, nevertheless, kept up the 
vigil; around the Falklands, a few 
Bntifb Hufltar-killer submariaes, be- 
lierad to be the most advanced in tbe 










All the refreshing 
energy that nature 

put into its 
choicest orange 


is in every bottle of 
Kissan Orange Squash 
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tike o quick dip in a sporkling 
mountain spfirg, I0$$on Orange 
SquQih Is fl^ noluroi refresher 
Mode from plump fuiey oror>ge$. 
bursting with ngtrlenu and energy, It 
makes a drink thcrt mokes thirst o 
pleoiure. 

KIsMn squashes come In oH your 
favourite fruit flovourt 


Krim 
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TftetQsianrpnee 
Squashes: lemon, ume, 
Orortge, lemon bMywoler. 
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world, ptOoikd the intomotiocMl wo* 
ten keeping close wecch on Argentine 
ship movenenu. U i imv«I engue* 
Bkeoi is to occur* it is going to be the 
biggest since the second world wsr. 
But the Aneatiiw Souibem AcUntk 
Theatre of Opmtioru said they bed no 
cause for embsty: the blands were 
reinforced with troops. At the aeae 
time, the Argentines dedored that 
(hey wen ready to end the militai 7 
occupation o| the Islands if Britain 


withdrew all her ships and recognised 
the sorereigDty of the as a 

possesaioo m ArgeAtiiia. The Argen* 
tines also said that if the British called 
their ships back they would pron* 
ukate ch^an rtUe in which the Brit* 
isa residents would to take perl 
A diplomatic solution is the goal cS 
both countries. But Britain belieTes 
that it can only negotiate successfully 
from a position of strength and wiin 
miUioBs of pounds invested in^ tht 


ww effort. Also, taki^ into account 
the public fury, peKe is unlikely to be 
achieved without the firing of a few 
shots. An opinion poll earned out on 
Good Friday suggested that $0 per 
cent of Britishers blamed Mrs ‘niateh* 
er for the Falklands mess-up. And 
there's no better tonic for public 
morale than a military victory. In cold 
tenns. Britain must then humiliate 
Argentina in an armed battle if the 
P^e Minister is ro remsin in office. 


A day on the HMS Invincible 


GARETH PARRY filed this reportfrom on board the British naval shipi HMS Invincible, on 7 

April when it was steaming to the Falkland Islands 


C aptain jaramy Black, master of 
the carrier HMS Invincible 
addressed his crew for the first 
time on the night of 6 April. He 

E ve details of the ships which have 
ned the Royal Navy armada 
ading for the Falkland Islands, 
and an elecneniary briefing of what 
to expect ai we steam closer to 
confrontation with the Argentine 
armed forces Few of the 1,000 men 
aboard the anti submarine carrier 
tvQuId argue against (he prosecu* 
tion of "war with tha Argantines" 
as the task force gathers strength, 
and any question of a diplomatic 
settlement is totally and vociferous' 
ly discounted. 

The young Sea King helicopter 
pilots, including Prince Andrew, 
and the “aviatori" who fly the Sea 
Harrier jump jets come below from 
their training session whitefaced 
and weary with the awesome de* 
gree of concentration. "One 
second's misjudgment and you're a 
dead man," says Lieutenant* 
Commander Nigel "Sharkv” Ward, 
the young CO (Commanding offic* 
er) of SOT Squadron Sea Harriers. 
The naval aviators in his comtaand 
are psyching themselves up to war 
but their excitement, butterflies in 
the stomach, is based on the adre* 



nalln of self-preservation. Lt-Cdr 
Ward's men will have two main 
jobs, to support the Royal Marine 
assault on the Falkland Island 
beaebas, and to maincein air supers 
lority. 

For these, the Harriers have 
speed end agility. They are said to 
be the best eircr^t in ue world for 
thi I mission. It is also j ust about the 
only modem combat aircraft the 
British posseu. "We are extremely 
keen logo—very confident. But this 
Is balanced by me fact that there'll 
be a few butterflies eround when 
we get up on the flight deck for the 
first actim. and wtt will be an 
awful lot of aggro in the air. Of 
courea, I am tarribly biased, end 
terribly optiaalstic, but with good 
reason. Wa've got the beat aircraft 
and cre w s lor toe Job,* says Ward. 

At 6 am oo € AprlL the Invincible 
joined several more warahipi which 
will accompany her towards her 
finel destinetion. The task force is 
ipreed out over hundreds of miles 
to enable each ship to rehearse its 
particular role. Supply ihipa and 
oilers dodge in between. Slowly but 
unweveriogly, the buildup coo* 
tinuea. It is nerve-wracking stuff. 
Aiaras for action stations aound, 
and 1,000 men scramble to their 
deefgiated spots to ebe labyrin- 
thloe bMly of the 20,000 ton carrier 
where moat of them spend day after 
dgy. There is a procedure for pi or 
nudear ettack in which the carrier 
closes its hatches lormiAa a 
pressurised ^citadel* from 
which, preaua ably, the 


war can continue to be fought. 

There is an incredible amount of 
research being dona by Britain in 
France. Germany and America, all 
countries which recently supplied 
Arpntina with military hardware. 
The minutest details of the 
weapons and planes ere being ex* 
amined. in case a particular feature 
might modify the Royal Navy, 
strategy. Captain Black says: ‘'We 
are w^ prepared, within a peace* 
time setting, for jast about eny 
eventuality, but we are constantly 
looking for new ideas, for a little bit 
of extra. We have, as a navy, tended 
to train against a Russian threat, 
but as we examine our present 
mission we see e change of emph¬ 
asis.” 

By arranpement witn fne GuaroKen 
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Cuba fears US attack I Sour note at Gulf meet 


% 


Ctitfo. ccihctifiji 9rmi 


Cuba is going all out to 
replenish ns vreapoos stocks 
fearing whai President Castro 
termed as threats from 
Washington. "We have been 
working arduouilv and quiet¬ 
ly for manv wee^s to maai* 
mise our licence capabiUties. 
We have taken measures and 
organised plans to resist a 
total blocka^, military ac* 
tinn or surprise attacks.* 
President Castro told meA 
bers of the Young Coeinun- 
ills' League. He. however, 
made it clear that Cuba was 
opposed to military solutions 
to (he problems of Centra] 
America and was ready lo 
work for a negotiated poll de¬ 
al seiilemeni for £1 Salvador 
and the rest of the region. 


A non^ligncd conference 
Gulf states summoned to 
discuss support for the 
Palestiatan cause and to set 
the stage for next Septem> 
ber's non-aligoed summit due 
to be held in Baghdad, began 
on a sour note with Iranian 
foreign minister All Akbar 
YeUati ivalking out when an 
Iraqi speaker iiood up to 


speak The Iranlak delegation 
returned only afdfr Mr lama 


returned only afdfr Mr lamat 
Kettani. who ia also the UN 
General Assembly speaker, 
finished his speech. At the 
conference, Iren refused to 
open direct telks vnth Iraq on 
ending the war. The 19* 
fflonth*old war and the Sim* 


mering east-west tensions 
dominated the talks. 


Turkey’s tough line 


China bitter over US 
arms to Taiwan 


In what appears to indicute 
a toughening of its line, Tur* 
key’s niUtary bead. General 
Evren. recedtly said that his 
government would not bow to 
iniemaiional condemnation 
of lU human rights record. 
General Emn else warned 
the former Prino Minister. 
Mr Ecevii, end other opposi¬ 


tion puliiieians that they 
mishc face “the harshest and 


might face “the harshest and 
firmesT* penalties if they con¬ 
tinued to seeuk agamsi milit¬ 
ary rule. Mr Ecevit has since 


ary rule. Mr Lcevit has since 
been rearresied. General 
Kvren added that his country 
would ban communism, fasc* 
ism and leligious theocracy 
under ihe new ennscitution. 


China has warned the Un* 
ited Slates that their relations 
•re on (he brink of a 
cipice because of continuing 
American arms sales to 
Taiwan. “It is up to Washing¬ 
ton Itself 10 get out of its 
present predicamgRt, that is. 
if it wants to," an official 
commentary in the Chine Dei- 
ly said. Another commentary 
in the Peopie'j Oai/y said that 
Beijmg was willing to accept 


the present arms sales pro* 
video tbe US aareed to end 


Haigspeak 


video tbe US agreed to end 
the practice soon, Vice- 
Chairman Deng Xiaoping re¬ 
cently told former British 
Prime Minister Edward 
Heath that Washington could 
not go on trying to run Taiwan 
as an American aircraft car* 
rier. Vice*CbairTnan Deng was 
also dissuaded by tbe Chinese 
foreign ministry iroa open log 
a U5 art exhibition. 


Russia mends fences 
with Yugoslavia 


r 







fUig:ntl ter ancleerbuUd up 


In an important speech on 
nuclear policy given at (he 
Centre for Strategic and In* 
temaiional Studies at George* 
town University, US secretar 
of state Alexander Haig sal 
(hat a freeze on nuclear 
weapons would “penalise the 
United States for a decade of 
unilateral restraint.” He also 
rejected the repeated Soviet 
call for a pledge nor to be the 
first to use nuclear weapons. 
Mr Haig defended President 
Reagan's nuclear policy 
uying it was designed to rec* 
tiff the imbalance caused by 
tbe Russian nuclear buUd*up 
which had far outstripped the 
west. 


The Soviet Union end 
Yugoslavia, in a communique 
Issued ill Belgrade after the 
visit of Soviet foreign minis¬ 
ter Gromyko, acknowledged 
"differences" on a number of 
world policy and ideological 
issues but expressed the de¬ 
sire to smoothen them out as 
much as possible. Neither the 
Soviet nor the Yugoslav offi¬ 
cials gave any details but Mr 
Cremyko said oa departure 
from Mlgrade (hat the talks 
were "useful and necessary." 
While in Belgrade, Mr Cromv- 
ko launched a diatribe on U$ 
arms policies which embar¬ 
rassed the Yugoslavs who 
usoelly diKouraae the use of 
sucl^ Unguege aooui a third 
country by visiting digni¬ 
taries. 



Briefly 


Afghan rebels 
active 


^Capitalist 
cultural filth* 


Afghan troops backed by 
met forces aRacked a rebel 



Soviet forces aRacked a rebel 
stTongbold killing at least SO 
rebels ea 30 MarcK. Accord- 
iog CO reporta, chore has been 
>an upeurge in rebel actm^, 
capodaQy along the IBrnile 


capodaQy alo^ the IBmile 
highway Unking Kandahar 
dty wiui the airport. Mean* 
while, Kabul radio has 
aanouaced <he Icwearlng of 
tbe age for coapelaaiy milit* 
anr'aei^lee fteii a in SB 


China's trade union newa* 

E r» Workars DeUy, in a 
hitting front page edlto* 
riel said (net the country's 
new liberal policies have re* 
sulred in "capitalist cultural 
filth" corruptug the peo^. 
AccotdUg to the paper, youni 
Cbineae were being s^uegd 
by Che "spiritual c^um* of 
OMceoe gfld rMCtionary liter* 


obaceoe aad rMCtionary liter* 
enire and wlgak auak. Pore* 
Itn (umire was laftizratinB 
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o( the Con<rMi(I). 


CHANDIGARH CONVENTION 


Opposition unity 
stiii a far cry 


The meet only added to confusion in the ranks 


1 
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Uuadri SMW; pMrftd tt e 
pnm coaferescM 


OiMidiiBrh: A iqxiaU luhed the smoa 
teehiorj of Chendlfarh, the comBon 
capiiel ofi haa^b wm lUryaae. oa the 
oifbt of 15 A^ta. It tecne^ u If even 
the Gods edreed thei the eveati in the 
dty that dey were • damp squib And e 


damp Muib it wet inde^ The xuiity 
coeveotioD celled by the jeoete Perry, 


VvUbVMAewee w/ mm * Mb/* 

ibe Indien CoafreeXS) ead e rebel 
lection of the Lok Dd felled to uaiie 
the oppofittofi. If inythiB^ ibe rift in 
the opposition renks b^eeie inore 
visible end the leedcrs present in 
Chendlgerh on IS end 16 April seeaed 
more confused eftcr the conveotloti 
wes over. Opposition unity seemed to 
be miles eway. To befin with, on the 
ni^ht before the convention, the work¬ 
ers of the CongresXS) were surprised 
to find that onTy the Janata Party fte| 
and a ereen flat represeadnf the 
rebel Lm Dal had been put up el the 
venue. The CoodresstS) tncolour was 
aiseina. So, the party's workers went 
around bringing down some fleas of 
the other two participants of the "^re 
tanuneian* a^ put up their ovm perty 
flag. Then to spite ine other parricc* 

pants, the entire city was bedecked 
with bennen proclaiming “Shared 
Pawer lindMbta." Even before the 
meetiog. disunity at the cadre level 
was being displayed The meeting 
started oo the dot ar 11 am on 1S Apru 
at tha Parade Ground in Sector 17, 
•djacent to the loterstatc bus stand. 
The dais had an impressive garbering 
of leader*—Mr Chandra Shekhar. Mr 
Shared Pa war, Mr Biju Patnaik. Mr 


It was indeed irookal tnet the peo¬ 
ple who bad gathered In Cbaadigara to 
eiuure that the oppoaidoo vote in 
Haryana would be split, abould be 
passing such ‘‘strkturtt.*' tha raaolu* 
tion aM enviaaped the three foceea 
present at Chandigarh pairing np cam* 
DOB candidates with a comipoo aym* 
bol in the forthcoming Assembly elec¬ 
tions. This too seemM strsAge, be¬ 
cause lust a week before the &aodl- 
garh meeting, the CongressfS) had 
applied for and bad beio allotted a 
aeparate symbol as a oarioBal party. 

The absence of one of the aenior* 
ineral secretaries of the Cep* 


meat 


gressft^ and leader of the party's pa^ 
uamentary wicia. Mr K. P. Uiiaiknsh- 




Devi tal. Mr Bhola Paswaa Sbastri. 
Chaodhar^^rahm PrakasK, Mrs Ambi- 


ka Soni, Mr Dbaram lir Sinha, Ur 
fUvindra Vcraa. Ur Madhu Danda- 
vate and many others. Only two lead 
ers were seen below tho dais. Mrs 
Sushma Swenj who was busy super* 
vlsiim the Mtcben for (ha delegatas 
and Mr Subramaniam Swamy. who bad 
busied himself bolduia imprompni 
press conferences behina the oais. The 
press, looking for good copy, were 
more than rcMy to ^ige Mr Swamy. 

The first spMker was Mr Chanda 
Shakhar. He remetted (bat “some 
senior les^ers," woo should have been 
at (be convention to lead the unity 
efforts, were in fact obstructing the 
process. No one ettecked the Iak Dal 
prcsideat, Chaudbury Charait Singh, 
oirectiy, bvt throughout the conven- 
rioo there were veiJM attacks on him. 
C^udbury Devi Lai, who spoke after 
Ur Chandra Shakhar, went a step 
further by suggesting that there were 
some agOTCs of Mrs Indira GandU 
arouod Chaudhury Charan SiAgL and 
they were responsible for the riit be* 
twe en the organieen of (he eonveatioo 
and the Lok Dal president. After the 
two bed finished, Janeta Party leader 
Mr Msdbu Dandasatc moved a reeoJu- 
bon, triikh was seconded by the Con* 
gresa($> general aecretary, Uis Ambi* 
aa 8oAi. la the resolution, the partid* 
pastes of the “£kta samme/sn* re* 
solved to rekindle the*Jeoau $piht*of 
1977 and lamented at the fraownta* 

awflcb hi 


itary wing. Mr K. 
nan, during the first half of the pro* 
caedlnas on 15 April only showed now 
serloudy s section of the CengresXB) 
sras takmg the move of Messrs Chw* 
dra Sbekbar, Sband pawar, Devi Lai 
and Biju Patnaik. It is no secret that a 
Urge section of tbe party in Uaharaab* 
tra, Karala, Aaaam and BibBr^*-cbe 
piiras where the CongresXS) has any 
organuatlon—are opposed to the par¬ 
ty giving up Its saparete indancln. Ur 
liorarji Dasai, tba format Frima 
Miaister, was suppoead » be one of 
(he star attractions of the Chaodignrtt 
show. But be refused to perticipat* In 
the pnfssdlnn of the sammoMfl. In* 
•tees, be turned up only for the public 
mtering on tho ovanlng of 15 April. 
His does Ueutenanc, Mr Subrameiuam 
$wamy. who had stayed away from tba 
puhik ease during tba convention, 
also mMM a boalint for tha dais during 
tha pubik matting. Jeneta Party prasf 
dent Chandra gbekbar ImmedlaCBiy 
united Mr Swamy to address tbe meet* 
lAg, Ihis sent a ripple of disapproval 
among the other Jenau ana Con* 
greaXo) leaden present below the 
dais. 


present nei 
lir Swamy' 


9 focus 


sTMtil in bis own ^ 


office bearer) that be should be In* 
vited to speak? Many of tha leaders 
Questioaea tba Invitation of Ur Chan* 
ora Shekhar to Mr Swamy to speak. 

While no particular latte can be 
said to have Xolen Ibe UmMight at 
Chandigarh, one person who was given 
e lot of unportance by Mamrs Chandra 
Shekar, Pawar, Patnaik and Dael IaI 
was Mrs Ambika SonL Pram belog tiw 
presideat of the Indian Youth Con* 
mu during tbe c outr oterslal Sanjay 
Gandhi days, Mn Sool has now 
emer g ed as a good oppoeitioo apaakar. 
Her ipeeches at (he ceavention (srhile 
aefrHidmg the resolution) end in tba 
pubik meeting were to the point. Mm 
wes the only speaker who made a 
ferrant appte for immediate unity. 
The rest ot the leaders sweMed the 
need for unity. But Mn Seal wes keen 
for e quick unity, which In any case did 
not aaeD to be in si|^(. 

The gulf between th» leaders and 
the wwkers was evident from one 
mddent whkh took dUm on the BMin* 
1. The 


tioa of the oppesinon force*' 


Ing ot 16 April. The squall on tha 
pravjous night had uproocad the tana 
In whkb the workers wva ataylnfr 
Mom of tii«B had te brtva ffta 






tiM mb ottt is tb* 0^ Tb« 
cMxi dvr Mion ^ hulniiin at iIm 




th€ 


I hulniint of i 
AUtSiBMLinBimtof 
JuIAaidiir imt of im Lok DaI, 
pmtMd tbottt thU to dw Icadorthip. 
no woM floor tbe dtit and cold toe 
leadart chat iosccad of staying in the 
fUMt boua*^ they should uve Miyed 
in the *Elcu Nagar* teots. ^Thii would 

hm 

di 

He was iaunedietely whisked awey by 
a group of Deoi Lai follower! and 
beacea up. 

Will the Chandigarh conveotiOD be 


um givea you a better idea of the 
liffkidries the poor.” he shouted. 


■bio te achkM aaydliag? Or 17 April 
itself. wboB Devi LaJ Md llju Pan:^ 
returned to Kew Delhi, th^ raeaed 
eatrenely reepocuive te the ntoves by 
Mr Geoqpe Fernandes and Mr Xar* 
poori Thakar for a patch up with 
Qsaiidbttfy Charen Sin^h. The Chaodi- 

K b coeventiaB bad shown Mr Devi 
that flpart from bii& none of the 
Janata Mipt couldnoboM muchsup* 
port in the regloQ. And if Mr Devi Lu 
naa to go to the electorate with the 
backing of Mr Morarji Desai. who is 
hated n the jaci of Havana, then a 
total defeat for his candidates can be 


E redkhed So. Sfr Devi til now sMiBs 
eon 10 go back to the ixik Dal fold. A 
dominant section of the CongreasfS) 
does not leem ro like the idee of 
fighciiu the elections on a CMBMon 
symbol. In the end it ouiy seem that 
instead of gainiRg from the Chandi¬ 
garh convention, Mr Chandra Shekhar 
has enterged as a loser. In the process 
the prospects of opposition unity have 
reeeded further and only the Bhar* 
■tiya Janata Party has emerged as the 
opposition party which could have a 
future. 

Shubhnbrttn Wunaduirya 


gg 


The talks have not failed 


gg 


Hgm Mhf: */ don't wont to bo o 
pofidesJ rWufee” said e shakee aed 
dfdtfmxoiied Tj fdengr when he spoke 
to Scwiuv OD fridey 16 April oftot- 
noon St his Chirag Eedare residrace. 
ie spite of the “tmoi /wtfce* gfren by 
rfte ceetrai goveraaenr thsr Iw m*m 
leew /edxe hy 21 Apnl. ho tttU koped 

rker the gevofument would cheng* its 

mend and not fotco him te hetfcuae a 
poliriraf rwhtgoo. Ho looked tease ead 
rootioss sad did not want the 


men to imre too much shout his 
preaenr frodxcamear heceuse iraugkr 
9pod wkstevor chsAces hs hss to stsy 
(A Indie so that tho peace ttlks could 
he resfsd sad a solutfoe ro tho 
itrobiom ot eke Misb poo^ could bo 
found. Ho spoke so SvmAt. fivearpo: 

Teif us about the order to ieare. 

I have nothing oaw to tall the 
press. I don't know wh at is hsppenwg. 
Have you soon the PTI story thu 
momuig that the towmmani wants 
me 10 leave India Sy 21 April? It is a 
story 




story planted by the home laimstry. 

0 . a/o tboy Airdoe you to 
fesr* laals? 

A: 1 really doa'i know what is the 
of the eaecral government. Till 
It I have net received any* 


Dllf B 


thing otfldally 10 the affect ihai 1 
must leave by 21 Apnl. 

Q What will hoppoo if you doeT 

iooro? 

A 1 gnaas I would then be arretted. 
Q. rou here s oosspon oad wiso. 
What would ha your oestuatiou? 

A' 1 wij given id Indian passpon oo 
2 February with no endorseawnta for 
Watt Garmaoy and the Uniiad King- 
dom. I asked the goveroment lo 
pur^iaat a ticket for me and my snfe. 
The enrenimant refused saying that 
first f should get s visa. Wbo will give 
me a visa? l luva be«i supporting an 
underground ■ovamant openiy 
mfmiwtw the Indian gos eii imant sad no 



gat aiflj I inro a eounrry on humamis* 
rian grounds I will then be a noUtlcal 
lefu^ and the matter woulo thus be 
dlMeni. But the govenmam con- 
tiauad to iaslst on ny first obtaicung a 
viae. 

Ql* Bhve yeu get Ockeci now and the 
vMflf as 11^7 

A: On Id April I and a homa mmis> 
try nfftrkJ went m the offlee of an 




iirUae. They would nor give no a 
ticker. Nett day we went sfaio but 
(weragivon)no ticker. Piaal^ I was 
ihle to buy the ockets. TIM 7 were 
uncoalirBed and only oa IS April 
were they coefirmed m a flight oa 21 
April. 

Q: Whotwomidboyourdoobaotton? 
A: That I cai'i t^ yoo. I have to 
keep it a secret. I do not want to tell 
(ha aaae of the couatiy bacauM then 
the gorerBrnani of that country oiay 
bar flka from smancit. 

Q: Hoi tho gowommont of ladia 
bought eh# tkkois for you? 

f afdangi;rAe hoar ministry was not 
iotortstod is xoochuig e so/utioe 



A: That is • vary funny story. I bad 
rci)uested the govommaot to buy mo 
reiutn tickets. There are maay coun> 
tries where one does flot require a 
visa for entry. I saked the government 
to allow me to go to one of those 
counmos. In case 1 was slopped from 
sAtenng I would be able to return. 
Anyway, I wanted the tickets for the 
return journey 100 . The government 
refused saying that its financUl poai* 
«ion did not permit it to do so. It U 
•cry ridiculous. I cannot undaritaad 
why ike government which has met 
all mv expensti in India for the past 
«ut years should now try to act funny. 
i| can be s httJe more graceful... 

Q: 'What bspponod owontuoUy? 

A'. With ray own money 1 bougni the 
'Mom tickets while the govaremenr 
bought tbe tickets for me end my wife 
for uie outward journey. 1 am sure the 
Prime Minister is not aware of this. li 
must be ths work of the home 
mioistry. 

Q: If you hod so optioa whet would 
you liko to do? Would you like 10 ergy 
in Indio even if the talks foil? 

A: 1 came to India sii yean ago to 
solva the problem of tha Moo People 
within (he confines of the lodian 
Coastiruboo. I regret that I have not 
socceeded in solviag tbe probleeu as I 
wanted to. Today's pass srareaeot 
that I must ieeve India by 21 April, 
shows the aiticude of the home nuais* 
try. The talks have noi failed. There is 
ample scope for them to be resumed. 
But, I must say regr^uUy that the 
home mioistry ofnciaJs who were 
handling the negotiaaons with sie 
were not lenuintly interested In 
reaching e reasooable and satisfac. 
4 ory ^urloo. Tberefore, the. talks 
failed. My poratfre attitude alone can 
not solve the problem. 

Q: Then do vou chink Cher you 
would ka re ro lee ve fedia on 21 April? 

A: I have no alternative. I will uve 
Oo go. I have to become a political 
refugee, f am for the solution of the 
Miso problera. 

Q: Whore hovo t/iingseorw wnog? l 
rmemher how hopefui Mn Gon^ 
was of tho solution when she ordered 
yvur release from >ijl aftor she re- 


nimed ro power in Jonusry i960. 
A: 1 don t know. I am sure of 01 


one 


thingttbai Mrs Gandhi is receiving 
wrong advice from her officials on th* 
Miao problem. 
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Bring home these moments u ith Cadbnrv's ChocoUitt"^ 














• ^ 


TAMn. NAOU 


mSatibin (la wia«at Uwyvj'vMi 
aoBlAietd to bt tbt proal4tot. But ho 


Cho resIgnsiPUCL refuses 
to condemn violence 


MiMniJ "Aftor flvloi coooldortbU 
thouvhr to tbo trtltudo of tho PUCL 
{Foo^o’i Union of Civil Libortloi) to 
tbo Uiuo ol violonoo. which wii diicui* 
•od It tho Mtdrti conforonci of tho 
PUCL (on 6, 7 ind I Mirch). t would 
bt doini Itii rhon Juitlco to tho PUCU 
tho pooplo ind ntyfoU by conUavlnt In 
thi ortiniiitlofl. With thoM wordi 
tho bold, outipokon oditor of Thuih- 
hk^Chc Rimiiwomy* roii^od not 
only from tho proitaontibip of tho 
PUCL but ilio from in membonhlpon 
V Mirch. 

What oiacrly had ltd Cho to roiign 

from thi PUCL in oraoniMtion which 
hi htUivii “wii thi right plitform to 
fight iuthoritariin forcti In thi gov* 
•rnfflint; ** *bn orginiiition which 
"could mould cho pooplo'i opinion’* 
■nd "could ploy i uioful ro]or'*.ln t 
long lottor rtloaiid to tho proii. Cho 
hi! ixplilnid hli riiioni. According 
to him: "im PUCL. unfertunttily 
Oimtd tho repucidon—in Timil Kidu 
it line—of biina in lymoithy with 
tho Nixiliioi. I nod boon trying to 
i7aii rhii wrong imprositon from tho 
public mind...It wti thon ibtt 1 Mt 
convincid (hit only tn opan conda* 
mnation of violtnct by chi PUCL in 
chi moic iuthintic mannar poMibU 
would gain cradibillty for tho orginlia* 
tion from tha public." 

But whan Cho triad to pan a roioJu* 
tion at iht confartneo condomning 
vlolanca ha mat with atiff oppoiidon. 
Hi writoi: "Aruo Sbouria (|enaral 
aocrotary of tha national council of tha 
PUCU go( UP and mado a atunning 
atotaaoat wolch rtvaaltd to ma tho 
roiaon why tha PUCL wt« doctnolnad 
not Co diaapprovo violaaco. Ha aaldi *U 
Cho’i raaolution ia piMod. it would 


romtlflod unlouo. Evanrthlag about 
tha BUQ from ala dobut m tho thootro 


tha BUQ from ala dobut m tho thootro 
to tha launching of hla magonaa niug* 
fob down to hlc bald pato la on accl« 
dont "Nothin# about sto la Lnioniion' 
oL" coAfoaaod Cho. "Evanblnt ia an 
icddooi and ao la my hoad.” no auf> 
fan from whot la known aa total 
alopacla or tha total loai of hair. Ha 
atariad loaioi hair around the 
limo Tbugfok wM launchod In 1970. 
During tbo Emargancy whan Cho wai 
womM chat any loumallai would be 
ptiUod up by hla nau and draggod to 
jaiL Cho’a rtply waa: "Thac'a aoma* 
thing that con navar happon to ma." 

Kowavor. hia roaitnation waa no 
aeddant. m an akcluaiva intarviaw 
with $UKDAV, Che apooki out tha ro* 
aona for tha rtalgnotion. Eaccrau: 

Q; Why did you join tht PUCU 

A: BoMuaa I fait it waa tho right 
platform to fight authoritarian forcaa 
m tha govarnmant. it had atalwarta 
like Mr Tarkunda and Arun Shouno. 
Such organiaations can mould poopli*a 
Minion. 1 btliova in domocracy and I 
(nought in a country whareaconaJdar* 
ibla numbar of pMple queiTion tha 
very credential» of democracy, (he 
PuCl could play a uaeful role. 

I went to the national convention for 
the inauguration of the PUCL At 
Delhi I wai aaked by Shourit and 
Tarkundo to be the convenor for the 
Tamil Nadu unit I agrotd. Later when 
the Tamil Nadu unit waa to be inaugu* 
rated In Auguit Uat year, Gevind Swa- 


Cfn: *f an rhocked' 


hurt many among ua. In particular rha 
CPI (M*L) group would foal vary 
olfonoad, la u would bo cooccruod aa a 


dlracc roforaoca to tharn. Wo caiiaot 
do tbii'.* 

It waa chla that proi^ad Cho to 
romark In tho moating: *Chri wa boro 
to protact tho Intoroata of a particular 
para? I am aurprlaadi I am ahockad. 1 
•a ciiappoiniad,dltilltfaloaodand die- 
|uatad...iha nolaa tnai waa roiaad 
wheoevar 1 ap^ in chy vaHcau loa- 
tloni of tha 7UCL omphaaiaSig tho 
nocaaalty to condomn vlolasca, I 
i^erad. Tha abuaoa that wore flung it 
mo—{ antworod with aarcaam. Tha 
irgumanta chat wore odvanood againat 
m auggaitlnn—1 ropUod with logic. 
Too Joarisg and backlin^I eroatad 
with fpntompt. But the PuCL’a perala- 
tOQUyatematic and oMbUlaad rafuaal 
to condomn vlolanca haa abockod ma." 

Tha eroeka that iiirfacod during tha 
chraa-day national convontlaa In Mad- 
raa baa not only woakonod tha orga* 
■itetion'a fonniatiofta, but throatonod 

Cb» 1«. .JW.T. 



nemlnatad to ba tbo proaldtot. But ho 
optod out at thi iMt aemont. 1 thlak it 
mu for profoaalonal roaioni. So thoro 
wo wore at tho Uii momont with no 
nominoNoni and no olocrlona. Thon ) 
waa nomfnitad, oloctad and modi 
protldant. 

O; You notmtoio/you did not wont to 
M rha proafdopff 

A: Not roaliy. Maln{y bocauia of 
lack of tlmo. 

Q: So you Jo/nod tho PUCL thfoJr/ng 
you could tprood tho voJuoo of dow^ 
erocy and nghr oudiotitorion /orcoo. 
Wbar wont wrong? 

A: The PUCL haa tamed o bad 
reputation In Tamil Nadu. It li only 
coBComod with Naxilltoi and narurof* 
ly people felt chat tha PUCL waa an 
organlMtion of Naxalito lympathlaori. 
Tha fine and foremoat aim of tha 
PUCL ii to aoc up domocratic valuaa. 
For thia tha organliatlon hai to aatab* 
llah Ita cridlbiTity flrat. Whan poopla 
foil that tha PUCL waa only aupport* 
ini Naxalitoa how can crodibiuty ba 
acnievad? Whan 1 raUod tha naad to 
condamn vlolanca no mattar from 
whom It omanaiodi I waa abuaadi 
Jaorod and hocklad by tha mam bora at 
tha national convannon. 1 traaiad all 
that with contempt and aarcaam. But 
tha PUCL'i total rafuaal to condamn 
violorwe raally ahocktd me. 1 wai 
compalled to dUaoclata myaelf from 
tha organiaatlon. 

Ho$ anyone ol$o in (ho PUCL quit 
on thii itiuo? 


A: Brindavan Moaea (tha general 
aocradry of tha Tamil Nadu PUCL) 
hai roiluad He waa pained by tho 
proceedingi at tha national confer* 
enca Pao^t who wore not mombori of 
the national council wore allowed to 
take part In tha procaodlnga and alac* 
tlona Than wai lo much of hackling 
and uia of unparliamtntary Ian* 
guaio...tha chair did not bothar to do 
anyiniu. 

Q: fVno were rheae ouuidort who 
took port in tho proeoodingof 

A: Moitly lympatbiaera of tha 
CPI(ML>—tnoaa who advocate Wo* 
lonca u a moina of aeclal raf onn. 1 for 
one am totally oppoiod to the Idea. 

Q: Tho Tomii Nadu choptor of tho 
PUCL hoi not done onything much. In 
forms of octititios boo it not boon 
rotbor poor? 

A: Yea I admit, the PCCL here has 
not dona much. That'i becauae only 
cites concerning NaxaUroi were 
brought before ui. 

Q: Tho PUCL hos boon viruJontfy 
onri'polico. T?ds seems to he rheir on^ 
positive. Of should I soy negtdye. 
sraod. 


A: Yea. the PUCL has takan a very 
anti'poUce atand. I am against this 
dubbing of iha polka as anii-natieeal. 
No doubt there era police mtcaiiea but 
chat does not justify crime. The PUCL 
should agitKe and campaign for the 
dua process of law to every one— 
whether they be ordinary dtlsana. 
blickmarka rears, smugglers or Naxa* 
lltei. But that does not mean that 1 
should condone thalr a^ons. 


Anita Pratap 




KARNATAKA 

Urs readies himself 
for polls 


BMfftlofe: Ramirao CuAdv Sao it 
prob4bty ihriUed with hiOMlf. H« 
must be cdwatuIatiAf himself on h^v* 
m4 succesuuUy persuaded the high 
conuaend not to hold e mid-ierin mII 
In Kametake. Whether it wes Mr uun* 
du lUo's reesonine or some other line 
of thinking in Delhi, one does not vet 
know. But in the seme city, enotner 
veteran of Kemauka poLtics is equal* 
W thrilked that there will be no polls. 
Re is Mr D Deverej Urs. former chief 
minister of Kametiki. Indirectly, by 
the grace of his ill*wuhers in Delhi, he 
now nas six or seven months in which 
he can build up his image, uoify his 
forces and plan a strong cempeisn to 
loosen (he threads in the ab^edy 
weakening febnc of the siate'i ruling 
party. 

The day that Mr Urs took a standing 
ovation at Bangalore's KSCA stadium 
<on the final day of the Stafford Cue 
match from a 36,000'srrong crowd) it 
became obvioui to niling party mera* 
bcTS here thet he could not be dismis¬ 
sed as an old man ready for the 
political junkyard. Speculation on the 
extent or his strength and untapped 
popular resources is mounting consis* 
tenijy. 1he ruling party as well as 
fictions, in the opposition are 
sitting up end caking stock of the man. 
it is quite clear to everyone that 
Davaraj Urs will not be content to sil 
back and watch the opposition break 


up funber. the Janata Party is in 
disarray, the BJF {Bharatiya Janata 
Party) refuses to cooperate, the Con* 
gressfSX of which Hr* Urs is tsate 
president, is making noises against 
oppoailion unity. Mr Un has. m tim 
past, expressed his disillusionttenc 
with the CongresMS) and has talked in 
lenns of opting out. That is expected 
to happen any dev now. He has two 
options: one. that he fora^an entirely 
new raponel perry, as ha said soma 
mofichs ago and an^ar, that ha walk 
over to the Lok Dal and help form e 
strong regional base lor the peny In 
the state with him as the leader. The 
•acond possibility seems more likely 
today. 

The Lok Dal Itself has no base in 
Karnataka—Just a few active and com* 
patent workers in south and north 
kanoara districts, Shimoga. Bellary. 
Chitradurga and Baagalorei Whet it 
has, howaver. are contacts at the gras* 
troots level formed by one segment of 
staunch colleagues of George Far* 
nandcs and Madhu Limaye and 
another segment of former Swatancra 
Party memoars which has a good base 
among the labourers and kisans. The 
only excewkm is J. H. Pstil MLA, who 

E roved to M a maverick by joining the 
ongrtss (S). 

Mr Urs* base is not cadrc*based. It is 
an amorphous crowd of admirers who 
look on him as a Meuiah who can 


dallvcf the goods. According to knoW' 
ledgaable people if one puls the disev 
plij^ cave*buildiag cap^ility of the 
present Lok Del end the scetewide 
contacts and charisma of Urs there is a 
distinct possibili^ of developing a 
formidabla o^msition. 

It is to the advantage of Ura and the 
new "unioD** that the Janata Party 
today it in total disarray in Karnataka. 
It is practically being kept together 
only by the personal appeal of veteran 
octogenarian S. Nijalingapps who has 
a substantial follovring among the 

K Ungayat voters north of ^ha Tun* 
bnadra river. However, (ha Janata 
m has a strong base among the 
Vokkal mas (almost SO per cent) Much, 
in the absence of propar leadership. Is 
leaning towards w Congressfl). The 
exceptions are followers of veteran 
Vckkaliga leader K V. Shankara Gow* 
da from Mandya district. But Mr Urs 
can count on the support of Gowda and 
his followers. 

Another problem facing the Janata 
Party is Mr Michael Fernandas who 
has Mn proving to be a chom for the 
party, Mr Fernandes is the Janata's 
sole represancativa on the rraoa union 
front after the death of S. Vankacara- 
man If ha leaves and Joins Mr Urt. (ha 
anata will be without a rrida union 
eadar in addition to its having no 
peasant organisation. The party would 
depend entirely on the imega of Mr 
Nijalingappa and a few loctuly inde* 
pendent personahlias, which in terms 
of an election, will nor effectively 
counter the appeal of Mr Urs. Till the 
time of writing Mr Urs has made no 
final announcement about his foruro 

E lans. It is expected any day now. 

(eanwhile. Mr Urs has already busied 
himself by touring the districts. 
Leuiae Fernandes 
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Ca/cuttans were recently rreered to a giunMa of the future frhen two of the S€ sratftws of cAe eottnny^ (Im 
subw^ system, the MetropoiAan 7>aiuport m>ect fMTFA were opaearf to ohe peNv. Tliepeopia were onfy suppoaed to Jiarta 
fee/ of the rubify since the uadatgrouiid syarem /tyet to start. The two stotiom wa r s the Park 5(seet and the kfaidan 

snrioni. At /he opmistM oortmooy, whUK was made to coinesde with gedwny week, the MTP gasu/ui manager. Air JC. N. 
Dasgupta. Mid rhat rhe rim phase of the uodargroundradway/rem Ernfanada lo TM^Vunge would be opened e/ound 79g4^. 

~ .. hoifg out of buses aed rrams. {Loft) fha iUtinuMtoo vederground Afa/dan ottttcn aitdf/^O 

tournoluts on the Fkrk Stnoi ata/m* pittfom. »»<■■>■»Tuuaw siWiH f 


nil than. CaJcurrkiis wii/ hare to 
rha ganaral manager reiking to Journalisrs 







IND0-8URMA BORDER DISPUTE 

Manipuris sore over 
land exchange 


laiphal: Molehin, • sleepy Kuki vil* 
CD the Manipur*BunDa border, 
hes b^ome toother source of worry (o 
the state's CM, Mr Rishaoi Xeishens, 
who is already pltfued by such diverse 
problems ai Nafa and Meltei insurfen* 
cies, factionalism lit the party and 
comjpuon,io name only a few. Public 
discontent is simmering over the cen* 
tre'i dMision to hand over to Burma 
Molcham lilonf with its contiguous 
tight sparsely poDulatad hamlets el 
part of a bUaiaraf exchange of border 
villages (loeJcfog C/esj 28 March) to* 
dicationi are that if the centre insisti 
on transferring the areas (total area 
six sq km. population 2.000). the peo¬ 
ple might start agitations Already a 
socio-cultural outfit named the Man¬ 
ipur Cultural Integratieo Conference 
<mC 1Q has threatened to take such a 
step. The Meitcia in the valley, parti¬ 
cularly the elders, still nurse a grudge 
at the transfer of about 800 sq km of 
the Kabaw valley on the Burma border 
at (be time of indaptnden.o. The pros¬ 
pect ef further loss of its territory has 
understandably added a jamng note. 
Said M.K. Priyabrata, a leader of the 
conference and the siaib't first CM. 
‘*WiU the sure always be treatad as an 
idaal gift packat for neighbouring 
Burma?" 

Two aspects concerning this land 
exchange have piqued the Maniour 
govaromant and the general public. 


Pint, the unevanness of (he barter. 
Whlla India will give up six sq km of 
the area. Burma, on tnt other bend, 
will hand over to us a imy lendmaas 
slightly west of Moreh. 50 km south of 
Molcham. Secondly. Burmese 
troops have appertnuy taken control 
of Molcham tM Its adjoining hamlets 
even before the formed transfer. It is 
now officially confirmed that Bur¬ 
mese troops make penodic vtsits to the 
villages end harass the local popula¬ 
tion oy extorting • levy. They nave 
also removed two border pUlars (No 64 
and 65) from the village. There ere no 
police or BSP outposts within 40 sq km 
of Molcham and people are gradually 
leaving their homes in panic. Tha 
Manipur government eppeers to be 
helpless in this regard as the centre 
hii decided to part with the vtlleges. A 
delegation of the MClC along with 
three Manipur ministers including de¬ 
puty CM. IT. Tpmpok Singh, saparate- 
ly trekk^ to the villages in FMruary 
l$g2 and brought with then a long list 
of grievancas of tha villagers a^ast 
(ha excasses of (ha Burmese troops. 
Soon after the return of Mr Singh, uie 
stale cabinet submitted a memoran¬ 
dum to Mrs Gandhi requesting her to 
stop the exchange. Said a Manipur 
minister who did not want to be 
named. "New Delhi should understand 
that it is downright humiliating to 
ig^e the acts o7 trespass of even 
friendly Burmese troops on our land.” 


According to sources in the Survey 
of India office. Molcham is our 
"adverse possepsiou* as it makes the 
proper demarcation of the boundary 
between the two countries difficult. 
The village lies astride a Bunneaa 
border road which swerves into Indian 
territory in the ebsence of any strait 
alignment in difficult terrain. Anar 
the use of about two kllomatras of* 
Indian border land, the road crosses 
into Burma over tha Hamilton bridge 
near the Tuiio river. The road was 
built by tha Eleventh Army group of 
the tUias during tha second world war. 
h served as an alianiativa route to tha 
mala road via Morah and Tamu to 
Pallal and the famous Stilwall Road. 
(Tha uahiodered use of tha ladlan 
portion of the read by tha Burmast is 
not being objected to by New Delhi.) 
The Indo-Burma Commission, engaged 
in tha task of damarcatlng of the 900 
km Indo-Burma frontier, d^ared Uol- 
cham u disputed territory in 1967. In 
October 1981 tha officlil dalegidoni 
oi the two countries sat togatbar and 
decided on tha land exchange. 


It is not knovm If tha centre la 
reconsidering its decision to hand over 
Molcham and the other hamlets on e 
^ner. It ntfw appears that South 
Block if In no hum to affect the 
transfer. Is it biding time to gauge the 
possible reactloB of the pee^ o{ 
Manipur? Even if (he centre is keen on 
hending over tha land to Bunna. it will 
have to notify Parliament. The enact¬ 
ment of a constitutional amendmant is 
neceuaiy in case of the transfer of any 
land of India to a foreign country as 
per the Supreme Court ruling in 1960 
m the Beruberi Union case. 


Sentaau Gho^ 


International acclaim on debut 


Calcutta: Film drclei in Frtnce were 
uiir over in Indian festurs film, one 
from Wait Bangal to be more preciic, 
which won for young Uiwendu 
Chekrabarty the bait directors award 
at the Aaleas film fasilval (a festival 
for Third World films and Its new 
filmmskars) held from 11 to 21 
March. Mr Chakrabarty was in the 
limelight last ysar when be was 
awarded the Batlonal award for his 
fUn Meyna Tedaera (Post-mortam) u 
a diractor'a firu veoture Tbdenta 
• 1 m happened to be the only Indiea 
fUm to be acreened In the competitive 
aecdofi of the festival In wnich 52 
countries panidpeted. 

Made under tM West Bengal gov- 
animafl(*a grant-la-aid scham. the 

film ahewt a rebel cvibel itrug- 

glee against a hostile rural toclO' 
economic syitem and uldmataly dtee 
of starvation. Tbg film was nlgUy 
Itudad end had to ba icreawsa aa 
many as flva daMs la Franca to satisfy 
(he eulediy ef f^ loven and critks. 
Jein-Plerre Caibrol, the noted 
ganch 4lncM. abaawid durfag a 
TVlamrvifw M ^ on March 


is I nxe movie having a itroag narra¬ 
tive drive and has an authentid^ 
arising out of Chekrabarty*! experi- 
f neat u a self-appointed soaal work¬ 
er on the Bengal, Bihar end Onssa 
borders. The fine quality of this film 
debut rests upon his thorough know¬ 
ledge of the subject.* The film had 
also tha rare lumour of receiving e 

y rdal inviiatioa to another feitiva) 
Third World films wtuch was then 

A stiU fnm Moyna Tadania 



B on in Paris It hti since been 
^d by the Cinemstlque Archlvea 
of Paris for further ecretnlng. 

Freoch critics felt Chekrabmiy de¬ 
served the Pi^ De La Villa D'AwanSi 
a 6.S-kg gold-plated brosM statue 
symbolising "a protest agaiast ridsm 
and chaunniam.** the qumtesaaoce ef 
the festival. As Jean-Louls Crimoo 
wrote in the Le founder PtoanA "I 
found the treaiment more authentic 
than what many afreallad peUtkally 
coounittad fUmmakan tead to do 
while dying to depict rural raality. If 
is uodoubtedly ona of tha most signlfJ' 
cam Indian fums...and Chalnbar^s 
aye for rural detail la fust superb.* 
Chakrabarty made hli dabut tas 
1979 as an "angry, young filmmaker* 

with Us conwovertlal iinfiimentefT, 
UuktS ChuS whkh uanvaUad tha da* 
bioui history of praveotlva dateadeo 
In India sitwe tha Rowlart Act. It li. 
howavar. straaga that despite (be 
netional honour and international 
aedalm, Uojm Ibdanra, made la 
October 1980. has edU to ba ralaaiad 
eommerdally. 

Battun Hkma 






TERRORISM 


Delhi's nine-hour 
hostage drama 


n»thi: Ai arouncj 7J0 in ihe 

morninK o) 14 April two 
N^rrfin Kumar and Komar Swarni. 
ttormed the fir>c floor fUc of Congro^l) 
MP Dalhir Smith. The reason: the icrror* 
k^Ui who belong lo Daltir Smith's t;onsu* 
.(uenty, Shjhdol in Madhyn Htddcsli, 
wanieO to highlighi the plight of coaimm- 
ers in ihv xfato who live m abjvci misery 
As soon us the ternKisis entered the 
hnu'ic. Mr Singh quickly l>y the 

hack stHirs. Bui among ihosc whu cnuld 
not make a getaway and had to face the 
tcrrurisis* threats lor nine gruelling 
hours were Mr Harprasad Patel. Mr 
l.akhan SmgN S^danki. Mr Pahad Smgh. 
Mr Ajit Stngh and Mr Ram Sevak Paiel. 
all C'origrevsd) Mi|>[Hirters From MP who 
had dropped iti to meet Mr Singh 
Kumar and Swami, aimed «mlv with a 
.38 Smith and Wesson revolver neld the 


man huitage nil they were overpowered 
l)v ihv police. Whale the iwo terruriits 
were in ihe huuse. they addressed a^re«« 
i'onFcrence from the window of the house 
and distributed leafleis sayi^ ‘'Vhk 
I vrtve •$ a histurical nvcesvity.* nine* 
hour drama ended just as a special 
iirmmando task force of the BSF was 
about to storm the flat Before lhal the 
a&aisiant cummisiioner of Delhi Police, 
Mr Han Dvv, along with another police* 
mun posed as joumaliMs *4 iwo Fnglish 
dailies and met ihe icrrorivts. While one 
iM iliem was reading out the av^iurances 

f 'vvn hv energy minister Cham Khan 
houdhurv. Mr Man f>t*v pounced on him 
ami ov«rp«*wvred him. In a mailer of 
mmines ihv hosiagv drama was over 
bviause the irihrr terrorist gave up. The 
drama shia>k ihv sesurny setup in the 
capital 



Nar/onaf secunry advisor Mr R. N. Kao 
who came to see the commando raid 



Armed BSF commartdos keep a close watch from a dram 
BSF ci^mmandos enreri/ig the house rhrough a side entrance 


BSFc^^man4os in plamdothes prepare 
for .acfjw 
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GOA 

PM bans construction 
on sea shore 


Pan»ji: Flans tg develop Goa's tourist 
facilities for the scheduled Cuminon* 
wealth conference lu be held Mine 
time in November ]9G3i have gone 
awry. All constriictiun work cgnnccted 
with housing the conference delegates 
has been stopped by Mrs Indira Gan¬ 
dhi. The beach resorts u> Gua had 
originally been planned lo be used for 
a Friday to Sunday weekend ’ retreat" 
fur the visiting heads of state. After a 
multi mimsirv team from New Delhi 
comprising the foreign secretary, Mr 
R. D. Sathe. Mr Natwar Singh and Mr 
Mishre from the ITDC visited Goa 

soraetime ago, (he Taj Lomplex at 
Sinquerim, the Furt Aguada Beach 
resort, was selected as lodgings for the 
heads of state. Subsequently, the 
Commonwealth secret ary general, Mr 
Ramphal. visited Goa and endorsed 
the choice gf the Taj C(»mpleM. The 
Prime Minister has sent personal let* 
ters to chief ministers oi all coastal 
itates requesjing them to inpoae a ben 
an all cMstruciion activity in a lone 
' the lee ibore, Un 


of a report by Dr Swaminathan of the 
planning comBiisskin recommending 
steps to save the receding shorelines 
of the country. 

The Commonwealth retreat will 
attract to Goa—if the previous confer* 
ences at London arw^Auatralia be any 
indkaiioi>->4S heads of state besides 
their entourage of 450 or 500 officials. 
The number of visiting mediamen, 
both national and international, mi^t 
be as hi|di as 1,000. The original plan 
was to lodge the heads of state at the 
Fort Aguada Beacb resort and their 

entourage at the .nearby Taj village. 

The otherswould be accoBUBMated ai 
the hotels and motels in various pans 
of Goa. The present facilities, howev¬ 
er, at the Taj are nowhere near the 
anneipeted rMUirenenis and the gov* 
erruneni had launched an ambitious 
plan to acauire land for the Taj expan 
lion besides spending anything be¬ 
tween Ri IS to M croret on such works 
•a new water lines, broadening of 
roada and building of new bridges. An 


hovercratii, imported speedboats and 
possibly helicopters jg ferry the VIPs 
swiftly with the minimum of security 
risks between Dabolim aimrt and the 
Sinquerim Taj cumplex. The helicop* 
ten, incidentally, would also be used 
lo take the VIPs to the churches of old 
Goa whichjc is understood,will be the 

3 archaeological site the dignitaries 
visit. 

The Prime Minister’s letter bsnoioA 
the construction will put paid to all 
these plans: Sinquerim being such a 
tiny village that nu point anywhere on 
it IS more than Sw metres off the 
shore and in actual fact the entire 
coastal belt of Goa is narrowly perched 
on the sea. According to available 
infonnaiioo the Goa chief minister has 
been re<)uested to take up the matter 
with the Prime Minister and empha¬ 
sise Goa's predicament Ute Goa gov* 
emment was going all out to develop 
the Tai resort and now it has been 
stpppcd. 

Ir the project were to be completed, 
it would almost double its ^senc 
facilities. The other hotels of the area 
were looking forward to making some 
financial gams from the spillover of 
official visitors lodged in the resorts. It 
would have gone a Tong way in mitigac* 
ing the hardships faced the Coen 
tourism industn which is subject to 
the vagaries of aHeaionaJ demand for 
nearly five months in a year. 





The slaughter that 
shook the Raj 

On 13 April 1919, just a fdw minutes before sunset, Brigabier^General Dyer ordered a small 
force of Indian soldiers to open fire on a crowd of 20,000 unarmed people who had gathered to 
attend a meeting in a dusty, open ground in Amntsar called Jallianwala Dagh. At least 1.500 
men, women ano children were killed or wounded: that day became a landmark fn the stn^gle 
for independence, even as General Oyer was hailed by the British as the 'saviour of Punjab.' 
In this extract from Amntsar, The Massacre That Endea The RaJ (published and distributed by 
Macmillan India.price Rs 65)ALFRED DRAPER,usingprevlously unpublished material, retells 

_ the tragic events of that hot April evening. _ 

H «ni lU) h«d «n TIm tnWil d tM pUm nud* tbs limatioB imjck hoae 4nd pMp)e 

tramaly bu«y acn)iA| aak* Durp Dm tb« editor of pauM bapn runnini for tho walh tnd 
lfl| thi hnil imniMMAU whJio bot1ii| a third rooolutiOB whJch clatobariDi ovar whlia othari 
for tha eiaii naoiifl| in tha cnHcUod tba raptotfiva meaiuroi KraatBod towardi tha aniraneo 
JallUBwiU S^. A plat- ado«tad by tha rajab MvanuMSi ihrou|h which ibt troopt had 
form for tha ipaakart ana poau had With Ito dapanara ha carnM aa. Sad- amaraad. Thara wai no attempt to 
bean araaiad near tha waU aad a danly tha oouad of baafy boon waa rvch tha troopc and tha lubaltam 
o^uad of htrad iwaapara had Kurnad heard in tha Safb and loldleri kept hit aval firmly on tha Ganaral 
acroM tho duaiy lurfaca cr^l to appaarad at tha double through tha and whan Ha rapaatad bia ordara tha 
make It as clean as postlbla. * narrow paaoiftway at one and of the man obarad him Impllclcly. Tha kneel* 
Whan tha maaiinf opened a pktura aardan and bafan to ipread out alonf ins aalaiort continued to fire with 
of Doctor Kilchlow wai promlnanily « raiaad aara plaoonn on either accuracy and dalibaratlon, carefully 
dliplayad and two raaolutiona ware aide. aelactins thair ursata and maklni 

paiiao Ona called for tbe repeal of Dyer ahoutad. *Gurkhu rifht, S9th each round tall. Whan tbaaoldlerihao 
the Rowlatc Acta, (ha other condc* left. Fire.” The ordarwuuncMUtaly emptied their masaiinea. Dyer 
mnad the firinga of the previoua day repeated by the younf British aul^ ordered then to reload and coj^tlnue 
and tsprait^ profound aympathy for aJtem in command of Indiana. Tbe independent rapid fire, and to direct 
die dead and bereaved. A few pocm^ lift? aoldtera knelt, raiaad tbetr linas, thair fire where the crowd waa da* 
more marked by fervour than talent took aim and fired a voUey Into the meat. 

were recited, tod e number of heart of the crowd pthered near the Dyer waa totally absorbed/ he 
spaechea were made. platform. cast his eyes around the scene of 

The crowd in the ^den was vait. Aa paofda btian to fall dead and oonfvalon below and ordered, tha sol- 
No one was sure just how meny people wounded, the crowd rose and ran in all diers to lire towardi the peepuf trees 
ware present end estimates vanbd directions in e desperate attempt to where a laraa number of people were 
frra 15,000 CO SO,000. exape the hail of buUam. There was aeakini ahelcer. Tha aoldiari ware ai 

Soon afterwards a stranfc noise was totaf panic aa people foaaht to find • disciplined end calm ai marksmen at 
heard overhead, and aa it pot louder way out As the shots the DUtt^ and there was no wild or 

they lased up and and saw the un- rani out tha whole cr owd Masted to ipgradic firlBf. 

fiOiUiar spectacle of a ^cter plane sink to tbe around in a flurry of white nut there was no di»ute about the 
flylni low over the laroen. garments, ^oods later the horror of affactiviaeu of the nrlng into the 

A vftw of JoIUonwtU Beah ia 1919 __ 











heart of the crowd in (be JeUUnwele 
Be^. The people were trapped end no 
matter which way they ru there was 
no escape from the liha|. Some bul* 
lets tore through soft flew and exited 
10 claim other Ticrtma. And so coocen* 
(rated was cbe fire that several people 
received numerous wounds, om oI 
which would have been fatu. 

Several buffaloes died as the bullets 
smacked home. As people fell others 
collapsed on top of them, end many 
who escaped the rein of bullets died 
agonisin^y of suffocation. Others 
owed their lives to the protective 
shield of fallen bodies. 

From his vaotaM point on the plat* 
form of stamped'down earth. General 
Dyer continued .to direct the fire to¬ 
wards people tri^g to scale the walls 
and those who were scrambling blind' 
ly for the few narrow exits. Some 
sought shelter behind the small 
sunadhi (shrine), but (hev were ruth< 
lessly cut down. Many of those who 
had managed to scramble over the 
wells dropped dead from their injuhee 
and (he narrow alleys outside the Bagh 
were soon choked with corpses. In one 
narrow passage way t ISO bodies were 
heaped on ea^ other like carcasses in 
an abattoir. 

For many trapped in the garden, the 
deadly fire meant the ileuxhter of the 
foielly innocent, for they had arrived 
jn Amritsar to celebrate bersaJrhr and 
had made their way to the iallienwele 
Begh totally ignorant of l^r’s proc* 
lamation or the protest neetiog. 

As the soldiers fired, reloaded and 
fired egain. the panic wes indescrib* 
able. A My of 12 Jay with a dead baby 
in his arms. The corpses of many 
children littered the grotmd. Outside 
the Begh escapers ran through the 
streets. Some dropped deed in their 
tracks. The Navi Gall, close to (he 
Suit an wind Gate, was blocked with 
bodies, and corpses choked the Ransli, 
a narrow lane with a drainage trench 
beside it. 

For ten minutes the firing con* 
tinued, broken only by the occasional 
pause as the soldiers reloaded. When 
the soldiers had almost expended their 
ammunition. Dyer ordered them to 
cease fire: 1,650 rounds of .303 Hark 
VI ammunition had been fired into 
crowd. Those Gurkhas who were 
armed only with kakri$ were ordc^ 
down on to the flat where they drew 
their knives and advanced in extended 
order for a few yards before being 
ordered to withdraw by the European 
lubaltem in command^ 

Dyer calmly gave the order for the 
force to withdraw. They left by the 
same narrow entrance, sloped th^ 
weapons and began the march back to 
the IUb Begh. Dyer atrode briskly to 
his waiting car without so much as a 
backward glance at the scene of car. 
nege in the garden. He was glad that 
aoma had escaped for they w^d serve 
u mesaengers to warn others of the 
dire consequences of rebellion. 

The Jellkuwale Begh now resea* 
hM e ^artiJ baaleneld. The deed 



out. Aasoftg them were a great many 
ptesenu mad their childrten who hed 
come from outside villages for the 
bmsAkhi fair. The water m the over* 
flowiiig well had turned crimson. 

The aamelew Gurkhas had per* 
formed their duty with a relish that 
characterised the bittemew and rival¬ 
ry that existed between the bill men 
and cbe people from the pUms. 11 they 
had disobned Dyer's orders they 
would have heen courtnartielled, but 
that fear was never uppermost in their 
minds for much later two of them 
gloatingly told a British official. 
* Sahib, while it lasted it was splendid: 
we fired every round we hear They 
remained nameless: none of xhem was 
ever asked to give evidence at the 
Hunter inquiry. (The Commission 
appointed to investigaie the incident.) 

P eople living in (he labyrinth of 
narrow streete (bat stnrounded the 
JiUianwala Ba^ had heard (be crash 
of the first volley which sounded like 
the single crack from a big caonon. 


their men and children were inside the 
garden began to hurry towards the 
sound. They stopped as they neared 
the Jalliauwale Bagh and stood terror, 
striekeo as the cr^ of rifles echoed 
in the evening atr. It was not un^ tte 
armoured vemcles and motor* cars 
moved off, followed by the soldi^s, 
that they ventured into the Bagh. 

In the dty itself there were many 
who were prepared to die rather than 
wait until daylight and the lifting oi 
the curfew. So, under cover of the 
sheltering darkness, they began to 
creep into the garden. Those who were 
lucky enough to recover che'dead or 
wounded bMies of their lov^ ones 
bundled them on to dt^rpoys and 
burned away. The searchers worked 
favarishly, tearful that the soldiers 
would ratum and open fire on them 
for breakiM the curiew. 

No such fears inhibited the jackals, 
pi-dogs and vultures artractae 1^ tba 
stench of blood and this unexpected 
banquet of human flesh Vot all the 
people who went inside were sear¬ 
ching for members of their families; 
some were prompted by buraanitariao 
fMsons. The tormcniee crlas of those 
pJeadint for water so moved them that 
they riwed their lives to give some 
temporary relief to their suffering. 

Rattan Devi was lying down in her 
home near the Jallianwma Bagh when 
the first shots were fired. There was no 
agonising period of suspense for her; 
she knew her husband had gone to the 
meeting at 4 pm, so as soon as (he 
soldiers had left she want to the Bagh 
and in a very short time she found her 
husband's dead body. She celled out to 
two boys to hurry to her home and 
bring back a charpoy, but by then the 
curfew was in operation and they were 
scared to return to the Bagh. ao she 
remained (here in the pitch dark, 
weeping and waiting for daylight. As 
snarling dogs encirciM her sne groped 
around and found a stout bambtM stick 
with which to beat them away from the 
corpse of her husband. 

*‘What I experienced that n^t is 
known ooJy to me and God,*^ said 
Rattan Devi. 




fint Aiwt of tfco iheotlBi buf (bo 

roporti won viguo And eoAfuMd. It 
wif not Ufidl 3 im thi foUdwlni diy 
tb«i flif Michtol 0*Dwy«r. th« LToutt' 
anni Govornor of th« ?un}ib. wm 
rouMd from hb lUop by tho tmvil of 
Mr G. A. WithOA, (hi Prlnclpil of 
KhilM CoUiM. ifid Mr Jtcob. i mom- 
bar of tho lAdliti CtviJ Sirvkt who 


KhAlM COUIM. MO Mr jicoo. A mom- 
bor of tho mdfin CtviJ Sirvkt who 
hid ricod fros AartiMr on t aotor* 
CfcU to dollvir i ptnonil diipitch 
fnm Miloi IrvtAi, tKo Doputy Comnli- 
^ooor of Aarltiif. who Koa not bMn 
told of Dyor'i propoMd ledon tnd hli 
torii mill Ago conviyid iho ilorm tnd 
iurpiiii bo filt. 

rho nilkiry found • lirgo miotini 
^ lomo ftvi thouiond mtn tnd 
oponod firo without wirnini. kill* 
Ing About 200. Firing wont on for 
ton minutii. I nuch rogrot 1 wu not 
proiont. 

O'Owyor liomod fir moro cod* 
comod About tho Incorroct In/ormi' 
tion tbi two moA Importod—nimoly 
(hit thi llrlng hod boon cirriod out by 
BrltUh troop!. Hi hod told Dyir to um 
I ndliD trooM A! nuch to poAolbli 
during tM dliturbinco! Tho 
Liiutinint-Cofiroor immodiitoly 
iont off A wlriiAU moMAgo to tho 
fovoramionDf Indio which contolnod 
tho boroft dotiil!: 

At Amriiior ytitordiy Brigodlor- 
CoAirol Dyor ond Doputy Conimlf* 
ilonor roM proclomition in city 
forbidding All public nootlng!* Fro* 
hlbltlon proclAlmcd by belt of 
drum And rood And ixplolnid it 
Mvoril plicoi in city. In telti oi 
thli, miitlng ottondod by oix 
thouiond WA! nold it 4.30 coDirory 
to ^pucy CoounUfionor*! expoett* 
tloni. Troop* prisont undor com* 
mind of GtnorAl Dyor firod. killing 
About two hiindrio. Doputy Com* 
mJMlonor not priiont. Millury ro* 
port not yot rocilvod. 

Within i ihort ipoci of tlmo 
0*Dwyor woi pointing o viry dilfirini 
picturi. Aftor coniultition! with 
MDirtl Sir WiUUm Biynon. tho Dl* 
vliionil Commtndir. ood Sir Honry 


Tht J4UlAaw4lA Bagh 
now roMinblod a daaartad 
tettlaflald. Tha dead were 
deepeat by the walla and 
the ejdta where people 
had tried to get out... The 
water in the orerflowlng 
well had turned orlmeon. 


Aonigin. thi Cblof Juitici, b* unt 


inethor communlcillon to SlmU. 


Stitt of opon rebellion oxiit! in 
port! of diAtricu of Lahore tnd 
Amriuor LlAUtAnAflt*Oovernor, 
with concurrence of General Ofnc* 


with concurrence of General Ofnc* 
ar Coounonding 16tb Diviiion and 
C^ief Juiiici Hi^ Court, roquoit* 
Covemor GanerAl in Council to fui* 
pend function! of ordinary Crimm* 
a1 Court! in Amriiior and Ltb^ 
dittricta to citobllih mortiol low 
therein. 

The me!!Age went on to oik for 
!peciAl tribunal! to be set up to try 
people Accuted of offence! ariaing 
from the dUturbinces. The Viceroy 
approved, but owino to the breakdown 
in communicetioiii »o anawer waa not 
received in Lahore until the 14th and 
martial law waa not proclaimed in 
Lahore and Ammaar diatricti until (he 
following day. The delay was to 
isauma conatderable alenlficance later 
^nd become pan of a long*drawn*ou( 
controversy and a bitter le^ wrangle. 


O n the 14th the atreett of Amritaar 
came to life again. A deputation 


aaicad Dyer lor permiaaion to bury and 
bum (he dead, and (hii ha granted, 
with a item warning that than must 
be no damonitradona of any kind and 
noumara mbit roium to the city In* 
fliadiataly after the ceremony. Crowd! 
of people began to leave their home! 
and makt th^ way to tht JalUanwala 


The iMiTOw 0 ntr$nct to ^aiiiafl wait Sagh 



Bagi CO coUfct the deed end wounded, 
Long preeeHiona of wtlUng meurAtra 
filed through the Cbatiwind Gate be* 
hind cam piltd high with bodlai, 
There were lo meny cerpiaa that reli* 
gloua obaervancei were igAored and 
four or five boditi were cremated en 
the aame pyre. 

The mourntri made no irtampt to 
arrlva at an accurate count of thoae 
killed; there laemad an ilmoit Inda* 
cant haata to dearroy any avldaoca ai 
to who wi! actually at ina prohibited 
meeting for fear that ralatfvta would 
be found guilty of an offanca through 
aaaociation. Aa a reiult no* one was 
lu/e of the death toll and aitlmata! 
varied widely. The Indian! who lur* 
vlvtd and chronicled (hair icorli! put 
(ha number of dead at around yOO, 
•although (bay claimed that 1,000 wii a 
more realiitic fiaura. The govemmant 
of India put (ha ngure much lower, but 
did not initiita a detailad inveitiga* 
tion Into the caaualtias until four 
month! after the ihooting. 

Later that day Dyer wrote hii offi* 
del report of tna incident, which he 
•ant to Ganaral Beynon. In formal 
military phraaei ha outlined all that 
hid happened since his arrival is the 
city, ending with the news that a 
meeting held in defiance of his order! 
had been diaperaed. 

I an rare d tna jallianwala Bagh by a 
very narrow iana which neceiii* 
tatM iaaving my armoured cars 
behind On entering I aaw a denae 


behind On entering I aaw a denae 
crowd, estimated at about SjOOO 
(those present put it at IS.OOO to 
20,000); a man on a raised placfonn 
addressing the audience and mak* 
ing gesticulations with hia hands. 
I raahsed that my force was small 
and to hesitate might induce 
attack. 1 Immadiataly ^antd fire 
and diiperaad the moo. I aitlmated 
that between 200 and 300 of the 
crowd ware killed. My party flrad 
1,650 rounds. 

I returned to my headquarters ab* 
out 16.00 hours. At 22 OO hours, 
accompanied by a force, I visited all 
my pickets and marched through 
the city In order to make sure that 
my order as to inhabitants nor 
bmng out of their homes after 20.00 
hours had bean obeyed. The city 
waa absolutely oulat and not a soul 
was to be seen, i returned to head* 
quartera at midnight. The Inhabi* 
taut! have aakeo permiaaion to 
bury the dead in accordance with 
my orders. This I am allowing. 
(Slgnad) it. E. H. Dyer. Brigadier* 
General, Commanding 4Stn Bri* 
gada. 

It did not five Beynon a true picture 
of whit had taken pfbea, and clearly 
ahowed that Dyer had left the dead 


showed that Dyer had left the dead 
and wounded lying In the JalUanwala 
Bagh for aevaraj hours. This aaemed to 
have eactpad Beynon who turned to 
Sir Michael O'Dwyar and told him he 
wu conveying hii approval of the 
action ana aiked the UauttnADt* 
Governor to andoria it. O'Dvnar 
agreed and Sir William unt off a 
paraonal maaaaga by aeroplane: 

Vour ection correct aad L4euw^ 
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nftnt*09T*mQr imovti. 

It OM of tho wortoti yet mMt 
conireveriitl lifoeli of the thouetfidt 
thet were dtepetch^ durlnf the ^un* 
ib dJiturbencii. It wee certiinly to 
•unt O’Dwyer in the months to eoine. 
While he never denied glvir^ bis 
epprovtl, he queUlied it by leytng he 
would not hive done so if he hed been 
fully eware of whet had happened et 
the Jelhenwila Befh But nis Indian 
critics were quick to point out that no 
one took more cere chan O’Dwyer to 
ensure that the full facts were suppres* 
sed for as long as possible. 

O eneril Dyer may have quashed the 
VJ^rebellion bur he hed not restored 
Amritaar to normality. The city 
grieved, the shepi and kmsinessea re* 
mained aloaed and the people stayed 
Indoors, ft was a situation that could 
not b# parmltied to continue. Irving, 
who hed not been consuUed or in* 
formed about the show of fore# et the 
Jallianwila Bagh, amaraed to take an 
ective interest in the life of the city. 
He summoned the letding £uropeeni 
to a meeting, and they errtved weering 
their oistols et their sides. The belir 
cose Ueutenent'Colonel Smith, the 
Civil Surgeon, was all In favour of a 
further dose of shooting end even 

S ilted some support for a sugeettion 
It the town should be bonDarded 
from (he elr to bring (ha population to 
its aensei. Mr Wethen once Main advo* 
Cited caution by strenuouiW erguiog 
against such a drastic step: if anything 
happened to the Colden Temple, the 
British Would permanently elienei# 
(he Sikhs from whom the army drew a 
large proportion of iii soldiers 

afterwards local miglsirates, 
ward members, lawyen end promln* 
•nt businessmen were ordered to 
attend e meeting at the Kotwali. There 
Mr A.W.8 KltAn. the Conunissioner 
for the Lahore Division, speaking In 
Hindustani, berated them: 

Do you people went peace or war? 
We are prepared in every way. The 
government is alLpowenul... It Is 
Cipeble of doing anything. The 
General will give orders today. The 
city is in his possession. 1 can do 
nothing You will have to obey 
orders. 

Dyer then launched into an angry 
tira^ in Urdu: 

You people know well chat hem a 
eoldier and a military man. Do you 
want war or peace? And if you wish 
for war the government is papered 
for it, and 11 you want peace, then 
obey my orders and open all your 
sho^ else I will shoot. For me the 
bettletleld of Prance or Amritsar is 
the same. I am e military man, and 
will go strei^c. Noichor shot] 1 
move to the nghr, nor to the left. 
Speek up if you want war. In caee 
there Is to be peace, mv order is to 
open eU shops et once. Your people 
calk governmeat. and 

persona educated in Ceimany end 


The Amritev buelneM 
eleared the air, and If 
there wae to be a hole- 
oauet anywhere, and one 
regreta that there ihould 
be, it wae beet at Amrit* 

Michael 
ODwyer. 


1 understand the Indian sepoy and 
the Sikh people very weU. You will 
have to observe peece, otherwise 
Che shops will be opened by force 
and ty rlflee. You must ell inform 
me of the beteaahen I will shoot 
them. Obey my orders and open 
shops, and speu up 11 you went 
war 

Within a short time (he shops and 
buaiaeseei were open. 

The police immedia(ely began a 
round'up of people who were sue* 
peered of having taken pert in the 
noting end who hed attended the 
meeting. Doctors who had treated the 
wounded were asked to submit lists of 
names end thoee who protested thet 
they hed been too busy (o take names 
were arrested. Arrests were tndlKri* 
mina(e end ceuMd a deep sense of 
rasencment among (he people, who 
protested that the police were being 
over italous end making widcscale 
arrests wuhoui any real evidence to 
back them up. 

Many of those who were detained, 

G oresied thet they were tortured and 
Id in indeicribaoly filthy cells, were 
deprived of food and threatened with 
all kinds of repriiels tf they did not 
give false evidence 
A clamp-down on all news relating 
to the disturbances was imposed end 
whet appeared was heavily censored; 
and aftnough newspaper reporters 
flooded into the Punjab, they were 
hampered in trying to find out what 


had actually tAen place. Nothing, 
however, could prevent the news 
being passed by word of mouth, and 
very soon the story of the massacre 
was spreading like wildfire. 

The story in the Civil and MUiem 
Ctseere on 16 April under a small 
headline, “Meeting dispersed at 
Anriisar/' considerably underplayed 
the incident, end was totally inaccu* 
rate on the viial point (hat no warning 
was given before the firing .started. 

On the same day that the news item 
appeared General Dyer and the 
Lieutenant-Governor met for the first 
rime in Lahore, and the General gave a 
verbal account of what had happened 
in the Baj^. Recalling the meeting 
liter, Sir Michael said chat Dyer (old 
him lhat he only opened fire when ha 
feared his small force was about to ba 
attacked. Ii was an important point 
and its onliiion from the press hand¬ 
out is hard to understand as It want a 
long way towards snswering those In¬ 
dian critics who said ha nad fired 
without cause or warning. The amount 
of space given to the news Item was a 
clear indication that it did not merit 
too much Importance and the life of 
the Europeans continued very much as 
before 

Support for O’Dwyer was unqual¬ 
ified, as a leading article a few daya 
later underlined: 

At first sight it may seam a misfor¬ 
tune that the last days of a brilliant 
Lleutenant-Covarnorihlp, In which 
the feme and status of tha Punjab 
have been raised to greater height 
than they have ever reached oe- 
fore, should be clouded by grave 
and widespread disorders, but 
there can be little doubt that the 
firmness and courage with which 
Sir Micheel O'Dwyer has mat the 
crisis will, when the verdict of his* 
lory comes to be written, be found 
to be by no means the least brlUlant 
part or hli administration 
In Amritsar nothing could silence 
the increasing enier and bitterness of 
the people over Dyer’s action; there 
was hardly a family that had not boon 
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affected sod there was ae reluctance 
on their part to retell the. story ef the 
JallienweU Bagh to anyone who was 
willing to listen. Eventually, Irving 
was forced to issue a statement warn* 
ing the citizens against spreading false 
rumours and aimed at putting the 
General's action in a lesS hormying 
light. He reminded them that the 
meeting had been called in flagrant 
defiance of Dyer's proclamation and 
that he had no alternative but to fire 
when his small force was in danger of 
being attacked: 

The government is sorry that some 
innocent persons ware seduced by 
wicked people to go there and got 
killed. But everyone should bear in 
mind ih»t ibe Sghib General will 
not m future put up with any kind 
of unrest. 

It inflamed rather than soothed 
their feelings; no one had yet ax* 
plained hot^^everal children had been 
seduced into going to a political 
meeting. 

I n London, Edwin Montagu, the 
Secretary of Slate for India, Mcame 
the target of much political sniping 
and accusations that ha was withhold 
ing information about (he true exicni 
of (he disturbances, and no denials by 
him cottld silence his critics. Bui, as 
the Cabinet records reveal, ha could 
not really be blamed for appearing 
vague; (ha informaiion sent to Mm by 
the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, was 
verv sparse Indeed, and in fairness it 
could tie said with soma justification 
that he too was kept in the dark by Sir 
Michael O'Dwytr. 

At a foret war Cabinet meeting on 
14 April, presided over by Bdr Bonar 
Law, Montagu reported tnat he had 
received three ttlegraois reporting 
further rioting. "Though the situation 
gave cause itfr anxiety, he did not 
consider it Mrious." One dated 11 
April said there had bean a slight 
disturbance at Lahore (ha previous 


The oltjr grieved, the 
flhope end DtielDeeeee re¬ 
mained doeed and the 
people remained Indoors. 

It was a situation that 
oould not be permitted to 
ooBtinue... The bellioose 
Civil Burgeon even 
gained some support for 
his suggestion that the 
city should be bombarded 
from the ale to bring tiie 
population to its senses. 


day in connection with pissiva rasiii* 
anca, and a few shots had been fired 
on a mob which attempted to reach the 
civil station. Another dated the tanie 
day reported an attack on the city 
telegraph offke at Ahmad abed, while 
a third From Amrf tsar reported serious 
rioting in the city which had resulted 
in the death of some Europeans. 

Mr Moncacu then read a lalegraa 
vduch he hag received from the Vicer- 
dated 14 April. Tht Viceroy said 
t it was difficult to attribute the 
present outbreak to any particular 
cause. Racial fecUne. Mohammedan 
soreness, Rowlstt Bills, high food 
prices no doubt all coatritmted. It 
was noteworthy that outbreaks had 
occurad at places where our policy had 
been rtpreasive f Punjab), 

(Boabay), and also from mere 
acddantal colllaloa (DelM). 

The minutes wens on to record thst 
the Viceroy bad no indications of ac* 
tive diituroances outside the Punjab 
or Bombay areas, and that so far the 
active hostility had been confined to 
the town rabble. 


Mr Montagu then told the meeting 
that in reply to a private question in 
the House he propc^d reading out tha 
telegraois. When he did so next day he 
had to inform members: "l.have little 
(0 add to the information that has 
appeared in the press." It was an 
obWrvation that did little to satisfy 
members or enhance his own reputa* 
rion. 

None of tha reports, official or other¬ 
wise, gave any true indication of the 
extent of the troubles and the explana* 
tion given to readers was that tha 
telegraph wires had been cut. A lead* 
ing article, in an attempt to shed soma 
li^t on the riots, saio; 

The rising has hide or nothing to do 
either with the reforms or the Row* 
lari Act. In essence it is a deliberate 
attempt to overturn British rule 
altogether. 

On 16 April Lord Chelmsford was 
able to send Montagu a much more 
detailed despatch, but even that 
showed how littlg he knew about 
the situation in the Punjab or what 
had led up to it. 

The Viceroy was also happy to be 
able to assure Montagu that there had 
not been the slightest evidence of any 
wavering or disloyalty on the parr of 
Indian troops, many of whom had 
taken part in (he repressive measures. 

Sir Michael O'CKvyer, meanwhile, 
was totally unruffled by suggestions 
that he had not kept Chelms^d fully 
informed of events, and on tha same 
day (hat the Viceroy sent off his report 
to London the Lieutenant-Governor 
was apologising for not having written 
more often; he had In fact mad three 
times, *bui events ware moving so fast 
I couJd not get one through.'^Never* 
theless he wes optimistic over Dyer's 
action for, as he wrote two days later. 
"The Amritsar business cleared the 
air, and if there was to be a holocaust 
anywhere, and one regrets there 
should be, it was best at Amritsar.’* 
Soon afterwards he wrote to Chaim* 
sford to apologise for not having 
passed on as much as he might have 
dorm: 

We were usually so busy here in 
dealing with (he difficulties that it 
was not always possible to ^t be* 
fore (he government of India a 
clear picture of the situatton and 
justify oursalvas before hostile cri* 
tics outside tha province. 

He was lass iniensitivai however, to 
the mounting criticisms of what was 
caking place In the Punjab under mar* 
rial law; 

lt*s all very well for armchair 

e liticlans in Bombay and AlJaha* 
d to cry out about harsh mea* 
vures but martial law cannot be 
carried out without taking the kid 
gJovai off. 

The Viceroy agreed and assured him 
he would “not examine meticulously 
what was dona." Even so he expraisad 
concern over some of tbe things he had 
read and heard snd advised Sir 
MKhaal that no more force than was 
nacasaary should be used and tha 
miliiary should not be given an abso¬ 
lutely free hand. 
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Til 243660. 224926 Tales : 011 *2434 GU Jl IN 
Surat : 1 r947. Aihufisr Mahoho, Nanpura Sural 396 001. 
Tal. 26606 

Junagadh :R«ng Mahal, Diwan Chow*. Junapadh Tai: $34 
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Ibu only live once...do it in st>ie 


BiTlcFeein Hairdressing... 
pan cf ycm style 


To find your own Slyfa, whta in for our fraa book I at 
How to look smart and faaf Confidant I* 

Afong With your faltar, ptassa mail SG paraa stamps 
and a cork from maida tha cap Of any Srylcraam Jar to; 

HMM Limiiad, Oapt $0,1 Jai Sirigh Road. Naw Dalh* 110 001 
RIaasa allow 4 waaks for dahvary. 
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Good show by NTPC cm 

The National Thermal Power Corpora- 
tion (NTPC) ha» completed a 200 MW 
power unit of the Koroa super thermal 

F ower project in Bilaspur, Madhya 
radesh. in record time of four 
years. Power generation from this unit 
will start by the end ot this year The 
total generating capacity of the power 
complex I when completed, will be 
2100 MW. Mr A. K. Shah, chairman 
and managing director of NTPC, went 
down to Kurba specially to congratu¬ 
late the engineers and technicians for 
iheu dedication to their work. 

Miners award human 
rights prizescmmmmm 

The Chariisgarh Mines Mazduor Sangh 
in Madhya Pradevh has announced 
awards for the best human rights stor¬ 
ies. The award fund was built up from 
one rupee contrthuriom hvnver 1S.OOO 
memhers of ihc union. TSe first prize 
of Rs 10.000 hus gone to N K. Smgh of 
the /nJjuit h'xprex for his story on the 
plight of Rajahara labourers and the 
second prize id Rs S.OOO has l>een 
awarded to Narendera Kumar Parekh 
of Navj Bharat for his srory nn police 
torture of villagers in Raiga^h district. 
Ten other juurnalisrs have also been 
awarded cash prises of Rs 2Sfl each. 
The Chjttisgarh Mines Mazdnor 
Sangh. led by Shankar Cuba Niyogi. 
hdil 10 fight a lung battle for iis 
leader's release fmm detention under 
the National Security Act. 

Foreign fireproof clothes 
for Bombay firememzzD 

Firemen of the Bombay Fire Brigade 
will get imported sets of protective 
clothing from Switzerland. Initially 
]00 complete ftets will be purchased. 
The c'entral government is expected to 
permit the release of foreign exchange 
of Rs 13 lakhs for the purpose. 

Big telecom plans 
for north east i i 

The telecommunication system in the 
north east is poised for a big leap. 
Under a central government plan au 
capital, towns of the region will be 
brought under the satellite com¬ 
munication system by June this year. 
The highlights of the plan are: intro¬ 
duction of ultra high freauency (UllFj 

radio relay system to nook all the 
district headquarters in the region in 
the national trunk network, subscriber 
trunk dialling links between the dis¬ 
trict headquarters and state capiiali 
and setting up of eight more telex 
exchanges. According to the general 
maniger for telecommunications in 
the Mrih eui. telephone connections 
** b* prpYlded on demeost. by 1 BS$. 





Civic action by army 

in Mizoram I —i 

As part of its effort to present a *guod 
samarilan’ image in Mizoram, the 
army has begun to provide free medic¬ 
al aid. Over 20.000 Mizus havv kwen 
treated for various ajlm«nc\ hv army 
doctors dunng t9g|. according to a 
spokesman of the S7 mountain divisiuii 
ut Aizawl. The army has ulsu begun 
airlifting patients, in need of emergen¬ 
cy treatment, from mts-cior viUaM< to 
civil hospitals at Ai/«wl and Silchai 
Other welfare workiinderraken by the 
army m Mitoram include construction 
of fuuthall giounrls in more than ten 
Villages and '^tinitupnf a handicrafts 
centre lor Mizo cane artisans and 
weavers at Ais.iwl. 

Whiz Kid with the cubeo 



Apunjita with the cube 

Six year-old Aparajita Cupta. Class I 
student of Sputh roiat School. Calcut* 
ta, joins the select band of whiz kids 
who can solve the cube in less than 
five raltiutes. She has '^done" the cube 
in four minutes. Considering her age, 
this could be a world record. For those 
who have spent hours, swearing, 
sweating and siruj^ing over the cube, 
(he ease and conhdence with which 
Aparajita handles the cube ia 
stupe^nng. 


New technique 
to cure hidfts i- I 

The Central Leather Insricuia, Madras, 
has achieved a major breakthrough in 
the curing of hides and skins under 
tropical conditions without any pollu¬ 
tion risk. The effluents produced are 
non*pollutant. The technique involves 
the application of salt and organic and 
inorganic biocides. The new method in 
no way impairs the quality of leather 
and its price is only marginally higher 
than leather cured by traditional 
methods. 

World Trade Centre 
in Bombay i~ i 

A World Tiade Centre is being set up 
m Bombay under the parental body, 
the World Trade Centres Association, 
New Votk, with the objective of prom- 
otMig iiirerneliuoai trade. The centre 
will provide accommodation for 
offices of government agencies, export 
prumonun urganisaiions. banks etc., 
and will be the converging point for 
buMnessmen from all over tne world 
seeking infurmation on trade with In¬ 
dia and finalising business deah with 
Indians. When completed in 1983, the 
World Trade Centre is expected to 
play 4 Mgnificani xole in the develop¬ 
ment of the cuunirv's industries and 
trade A Karnataka pavilion has 
already started functioning at the cen¬ 
tre The show room which is adminis* 
lered and maintained hy the state- 
owned Mysore Sales Iniernational Li¬ 
mited tMSlLi Is represented by va¬ 
rious state sectiir undertakings. 
MSIL's emphasis is on locating over¬ 
seas markets for the state's products. 

Mobile cancer units r—i 

Rural Maharashtra will soon be served 
by a mobile cancer detec lion unit of 
the Cancer Societv, the only orgaiilsa- 
iiun of Its kind in India. It is equipped 
with a battery operated mass minia¬ 
ture radiography machine and will 
help detect malignancies at an early 
stage, 

Madras Telephones out 
to catch thieves i i 

The msTS and telegraphs department 
m Madras has introduced nev\’ meter¬ 
ing cmcuiis to detect and minimise 
faulty meter functioning The imtru- 
ments, called 'Charge Analysers* will 
indicate (he details of STU caliv and 
will become fully functional after field 
(rials.,Vigilance squads have also been 
sat up to check on unauthorised con¬ 
nections and diversions In meirnpoli- 
tan telephone areas, compurertsi'd 
billing has been introduced. These 
new facilities and measures will slowly 
be extended to the rest of (he country. 




GIIIE SUMEl^ mEIKTr SECMOM 



T here has been a constant 
war of attrition be* 
tween the southern fj In 
producers and the film em* 
ployees who come under the 
aegis of the Film Employees 
Federation of South India 
(FEFSl). On 31 March, in an 
attempt to put an end to all 
skirmishes, the two warring 
factions chalked out a 
mutually beneficfal con* 
tract for five years. The 
tumble of events in the 
week following the signing 
of the contract, have pro* 
voked many to accuse the 
FEPSI of having pleyed an 
April Fool's joke on the^o* 
ducers. Ic appears cnai rEP* 
SI prestdent Dharmshngam 
has decided not to ebide by 
thecontrect. He is planning 
10 stage a hunger strike in 
front of the film producers 
offices. 

XTaresh JCumar has en* 

It tereclTelugu films 
through his mother V4raxa 
Aftrma/a. He is scarring in 
FrtmM S9nkeU\i which she’ 
is directing herself, ft looks 
as if the n age i s bei ng set 
fora stiff competition be¬ 
tween father Arrshna and 
stepson, Naresh. 


I^anwa/jeerhas been 
JV struggling for years to 
make it to the cop in the 
Hindi film worlds For more 
than five years he stnig* 

S led: lived in a room shared 
y two other men and went 
around to directors and pro¬ 
ducers for small rofes. But 
he had little success. Then 
one day he met Zeenar 
Ajntn%n6 luck smiled at 
him. Since then Kan we heel 
has never looked back. But 
if ever he turned around he 
would find a host of gossip 
monears who talk of nothing 
else Put the Kanwaljeei* 
Zeenat affair. 


E very time a girl from the 
south makes it to the top 
in Hindi films. Bombay's re¬ 
sident actresses start their 
vilifKation campaigns 
against her. The last time it 
happened to ffan Agn/hotn 
after her brilUam perform¬ 
ance in £k Duu;tf Ke Uye, 
she was the last one to be 
perturbed. Now the cam* 
pafgn has staned with 
Jaytpredhe. When her films 
Lke lok Parfok, fekkarand 
StrgaiA. became hits, the 
Bombay acireiset did not 
mind, for Jayapradba had 
trouble with her Hindi. Now 
that she has mastered the 
language she has signed up 
in four Dig films. In tact, 
Ka^esb iCnenna and 
Kitkesh Aoshtn racom* 
mended her to the produc* 
ers. Let's see what the Bom¬ 
bay actresses will say now. 

^f^ere is good news for 
X lovers of what is com¬ 
monly known as better cine* 
na or quality cinema, ^i- 
aar who has not bad a sue* 
cess for years, is back with a 
bang. Thanks to two of his 
films, Angoor and Nam* 
keen. The films' success at 
the box-off ica has surprised 
many, evan CuUar himaeU- 
With tha succeas at tba box* 
office GuUar has bean get¬ 
ting a lot of offers, la fact, 
(he very people who once 
cricidsM him and named 

him ''the great maker of 

flops” j>ow want him to 
direct films for them. But 
Culsar U in no hurry. Ha is 
busy dlren ing Libbas wit h 
Naseemddf/i Shah, Sheba 
DM iUai and Babbar ia 
(ha lead roles. But the pro* 
ducera keep on pestering 
Guliar. Success can some* 
rimes become e probiam. 


W ill £>hermendra and 
HtmM MafiViJ, who 
have not acted together, be 

W *901-office hits again? 

the teem bring ui 
money as it used co once a 
time? These are some of the 
important questions that 
have been worrying some of 
the big distributors, produc¬ 
ers and directors, in that 
order They are all waiting 
for the duo's new film to ot 
released shordy. It is Aema- 
nan d Sager 'a Begh we r. 
Dherm'i end Herea's future 
depends on the film and so 
do the futures of Sagar end 


T his time it is final. There 
is no going back now. 
The Rajtsh Khanns and 
Dimplf marriage, is on the 
rocks for good, for all time. 
The papers have been 
signed. Dimple has already 
left Aashrrwad, the house 
tns* Rajesh built and is now 
living with her father. Chu- 
n;bhej KtpadiM. Their two 
daughters are with their 
father and refuse to talk to 
their mother—even on the 
telephone. Whet everyone 
is waking to see ia whet 
their next move will be. Re- 

i esh denies ell rumours thee 
le is going co mer^ the 
popular south Indian ac¬ 
tress who is also making ic 

big in Hindi fUnu—Jayapr*. 

da. "There is no truth in all 
those rumours at ell.** he 
says. As for Dimple, the in* 
dustry is waiting for her to 
cake her first step. People 
ere wondering if Dimple 
will marry Vr/eyendra, the 
man who it is said caused 
the ireac rife between hus* 


JCnsmie,' refearenuigsoff's act 

F or her role in£hpet- 
reyazn, Sharada was 
Quite sure she would beg 
cne best actress award, u 
she hediir would have been 
her fourth. But Rakba beet 
her to it. Incidenially.f//* 
pattayam secured the best 
regional picture award. 

playback lingar 5. 
jr Biiaatibramaniam has 
an ardent fan in Sriprtya^ 
Whenever she haa spare 
rime she switches on her 

C clous tapes on which she 
recordM his songs. Her 
obsession providai loti of 
amusement to Kamalahaaan 
who teases her. It it so bad 
(hat whenevar she spots 
JUnal she promptly ^tch* 
eaoff the cape. . 


fim an principlas 

S mita Pati] continues to 
be told by producers and 
directors that she must re* 
veal her curves on the 
screen. It all started with 
chat bathing sceaa in CAak- 
re. Said Smite **A1J (hey 
ere inreresteo in is expo^g 
Smita Petil's body and 
1 know it.” Meanwhile, 
Smite has got her fingers 
crossed over (he *moet chal* 
lengtng role” of her career 
in Dr Jabbar PataJ'a Unbar- 
tba in Meratbi and 5ubab in 
Hindi. 







By AMRITLAL 
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ARIES (15 A^UH Mir) 

on« for you Bui 
i pAhonee and COurOQO 

I sae you trvough thia 

porxx). Sxefc»$a cauboo m aH yobr daal' 
tnga Conconiraia on your busmois 
affairs. You may havt io undertaka a 
long (oumay ttHS weak Your domaabc 
Ilia, however, will be calm and a source 
of strength. LaRera may bnng good 
iidmgs. (^aed dalit: 2S. 27 and 29 Lucky 
nutnban; 2 . 3 and 5 FivoarabM dircctlaa: 
West 

n/ -1 TAURUS (IS May—H Juaa) 

This IS a favourabia weak 
lOf you 0us*neasn>en. ihia 

I J mvast Ar 

paracn will prove 
extremely haiphji to you Your profession 
will demand a lot of your arr)e and 
energy But your hard work may pey oH 
a promotion is m iha offing lor ihoae m 
sarvice Pof those m love, you neve no 
need to worry a happy week has ahead 
ol you Boed datit 26. 28 and 30. 
Lucky numbars: 3. 6 and 9 Favaarekfl 
dinetton: South 

fiEMWI (IB Jeaa—14 deiy) M 
^ facing problems m 
V $ matiars relating lo proper* 
ty, this »$ the wn# lo try and 
r^ '^-i^sotve them, lor you are 
atmoai dafmiteiy gomg to tuceead 
Financially your portion will improva 
Professionally you may be praised by 
your superiors for the QM work that you 
have bean doing. Your domaatie from win 
be happy Family mambera wiH prove id 
be halptul Bui you are.adviaad to aver* 
ctse caution m your f^a affairs Gaad 
diM: 27, 29 and 1 Ucky aambars: 2. 6 
and 9 Favearaeit dfraetloa: East. 

K CANC6R (15 Mv-M Aa- 
gatO Businessmen, a 
lucky weak for specula* 
liorts But don't fntter away 
your gams Make piara for 
Iha future. Your domeattc fror^ 
will be very enjoyable, you ere Ikaty Id go 
on an ouhrtg but your fmenoal condrtton 
may not be very saiiafactory. You may 
have lo borrow money fo meet your 
domasiic needs. Tike care of your health 
and that of your family members Bead 
dalH: 25, 26 and 30. iHCky aateBeie; 3. 7 
and e Favoeraois dlreetfae: £asi. 


LtO(lSM|wt Idlepiwi* 

Thia week ie favour- 
AaJJj /VaMe lor you parfculerfy m 
[OJJU profeiitorv You twil 

b/MD^vJgeinRrtMaly. You may 
Rod 4 ddHcuR Ip l etf ieve morwy lark 
out m the paai. A ma|or event 8«a week 
wiM leave as laiilrtg impreeaion on your 
mind. An unen p ec t ed modent wdi prob* 
abfy prevent you from undertaking a 
(oumey you had planned. But do not loee 
heart, ekngi wid bnghten up leler Bead 
daitt; 27. 28 and 29. Lacty aaMeri; 4.5 


VtfBO (15 liplila t -K 
l/yy^T\^ OdeHrl Property mhem 
mnce or gam mrough meur- 
T^|ence«oninecardatoryou 
^ese week The eiars are 
compiiieiy In your (evour. Mod of your 
proWerr n «■ be s erved thia week wiih 
the Jimott ease. Sven your ener me a w* 
come ierwerd Ip lend you e heipk>g hand 
You are edweed lo take fud adventaoe of 
e«efortunaiepenod.Exerdee tMon in 
your aeeknat wUh fh# oppoake sec Bead 


v>d 8 rtyeveila deeesei: North. 

II8RA (II Octebsr.U 
Wpfimkir) FmwKioiy. the 
« an exceRerd week lor 
you. However, you may 
find M inenda end rale* 
bvee lend lo Heme you umecettenfy, 
aRhough you wM be mneeent. Keep cal^ 
Ypu wiH be requeed |p pey a loi of 
H le na on lo your domeeHc from Mi 
week. You are edviaed not ip be too 
o pfmk atic in maiiectoftie heart end by 
not IP let a pereon of the oppoehe eax 
mferfere with your work Bead dMer 26, 
29 vid 1. Lacky Mbers: 3. 5 and 7. 
f eseerem d k ecaae; Easf. 





ICOMIO (II Neveiebar—14 
OeceAbe^ This • an ideei 
feme lor Hatting r^ reia* 
donehpe end s b engtten* 
mg oU frtendHkpe, You «4I 
gel be long-aMHed opqprtunky iPtake a 
ehort hoddey end tfwaby gef away from 
fhe mu ridene preaaurae of He. Bui try not 
lo abeih your^ unnecesiril^ A family 
marnber is My lo fad iL A word of 
advice: pay heed to your hunchas and 
iniuibons this week. BMd deist: 27. 30 
and 1 . Lacby embers: 2. 6 end 9. 
FumbMi Bfetaie: SouPieaft 


paaw ;^ sabittarhjs (i& DHtm* 
bar—14 Jasyifvj Thta « 
lU^ gomg to be a go^ week for 
IrM\or^i ^ although a distani reta* 
may lead you astray 
HaaNhwtee. this week is not gomg to be 
very favourable: medicaf eipartaea will 
be Incurred. Try your utmcet to pay 
anaobon to na haakh of your fa^ 
membire. eepaciaky childreh. You mighi 
have to do a lot of traveling at (he end of 
the week Bead dates: 26.30 end 1 . Lasby 
MBbbrt: 3, 7 ar>d 9. Fmreerabli dlieeUeat: 
Soud\ ar)d fiea(. 

na CAPRICORN (15 Jeaeeiv-14 
L f^Febraary) Buatoesiman, 

6 (^Y^thia la goir>g to be one of 
LA^_ra^ihe moat favourable 
^ penode of the year. Bxpan* 
aiona. H any should be d^ with im> 
medielely. Spacuialion wiK bring In huge 
proR ti If you have any doubts regarding 
buHoesa dealt lake toe help of friends. 
Thoee of you who ere m love may go in 
tor marrtage towards the end of the 
week. Take eve of your healto . Bee4 
dHss: 25 . 27 end 29 . Lasby feembsrs: 2 , 4 
end 6 Fssiit e blt direedee; Souiheeat 
AOUARHiS (15 Febreary-ld 
r Ssfc j^liefeb)Heaitowiee. the week 
l,<u!v7r, net gc^ to be vety ftvou^ 
^ (or you. So do not be 
agrp rte ad If anything unei* 
peeled hepperto. Try lo oonfroi your 
temper. You might get into uneipeGtod 
dtopuiei with trtenda . But do noi worry: 
a long-aweHed promobon might come 
the end of this week. Financtaily, many of 
)tou may have probtem e . A word of 
advice: curb extravegam lendanctoe. Be 
careful of whatever you wrRa or aay. 8aed 
detoi: 29, 30 and 1 . Lesfcy ■wibsri: 1 . 5 
and 8. f isaiir a bls dkecBaa: Northwesl. 

a nteid (iiMertRp-uAbrtn 
Coven, tod filhe week you 
have been waiting for. All 
your hHto l h ee s will come 
kem your beloved. TMa ie 
aieo e good weak fnr tooae in eervtea: 
you mev gel e promodon, Thwrt 
be minor 8ffe vMh your famify 
membere, eapa6aly toa younpar ones. 
ButtoeraienQ cauee lor andety. You 
are edviaed to guard egeinetdeceft and 
treachery. Bead d«aa: 26,27 M 1 . Usby 
eenbHC 3.4 and 8. Faveerabit airesRaat; 
North and EaaL 


for tboss bem betiesse 15 Aark and 14 Hay: You v giftod, 
courageous. compassMnaie and yet arroge/d It la nof aurprtainB. 
iherefore. to And thei thoee of you bom under Arlee ham Ngh 
aapireliona. CoHeaguaa. rsafureHy. And you compasenf in your utork. 
Moat of you ere Oevoied to your p r ofe ae ion and work airrgis mindedhr 
to achieve toe deeired reeuRe. You never btov dmwi before anybody 
whatever toe causa may be. TNa fwe( in your ehareeier takea itou to 


higher levela of aiceRtnce. Btf In aphe of whHever paopie might say 
about your arroganca. you know how to reapact othare. 

MoH of you art of 4 cteadve rtnura. You wfH do web if you tHie up 
toe Rner arts ae a piofsesion. Your love of the Rner thtogs Is 
diepiayed to ihe Mceof your dreaa. Phyeicaby IDO you ere wel-buW 
end ewe cil ve You ere enthuHeehc to whaipror you do. Bui one of 
your me^ vtoee N toat you cannoi take any crRUem from anyone. 
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PATIALA: Two JBT te«cb«rs undor (he 
seme neme ere serving in the Punjab 
education department on the basis of 
the same diploma. The anti corruption 
staff have registered a case against one 
of (he teachers who got his appointment 
on the basis of a forged diploma. He had 
been receiving his salary for the past 
nine vearwi/rburte (R. K. Kapmr, 
ChancAgarh} 




I_ 

BENCDUBI (West Bengal): The Army 
Ordnance Corps unit here is fighting a 
losing battle ageimt intruding wild 
elaphanti which steal liiiuor and rations 
from the unit's stores. The tussle has 
acquired an element of irony as the 
elephant is the iniJinia of the corps In 
pairs and herds, the tuskari walk into 
the top security depots, situeted in the 
thick of the Bagdora foraiti» about 20 
km from Biliguri, ind steal Uquor, care* 
ale and sugar, destroying In (ha process, 
•torahousai and fragile ouildingi They 
ere often quite drunk, ermy officials 
say, before they go on a thieving spree. 
With a distinct liking for rum. they 
often break (he windows of stores and 
raiidencti to reach for a bottle or two. 
Often the shrewd tuskers employ their 
little ones for itealingretions—Ttmes vf 
/ndfa (Mrs Priya S. retil, Bombay) 

T£LUCKERRY. Devotees who came to 
Sri Jagennatham temple were treated 
to the unusual sight of a respondent in a 
CM, wearing a garland and being taken 
round the temple to the accompenimant 
of nadifwarem music. T. Damu, a driver 
of Panur, was allajed to have borrowed 
Ri $.000 from P. Gopalan Nair of Kada* 
vathur to buy ajeep. When repayment 
was demanded, Damu denied borrowing 
the money. Gopalan Nair filed a case 
and told rna court that he was prepared 
(0 withdraw the case if Damu swore 
before God in a temple that ha did not 
recaive the sum. The court ordered the 
procedure Damu, after going round the 
temple and taking the usual oath 
ordered by a coun official, swore in 
front of tne diecy that he had not 
borrowed the mon^. The suit was with* 
drawn—Kfncfu <P. Rejagopalan, Trivan* 
drum) 

NEW DELHI: During the spMial budget 
meeting of the New Delhi Municipal 
Committee on Monday (29 Marcn), 
there was talk of importing a peir « 
“■tomiiera** which would spray water as 
high as 30 metres to rid the leaves of 
traces of dust and grime. Yet in the very 
building where the meeting was taking 
place, tne national flag flying overhead 
was a disgrace. The sattron had faded to 
a dull pii^, the white was streaked with 
dirt end the green panel showed signs of 
wear. Of the Asoke Chakra, there was 
no trace at all—Sfetesmen (Gowri 
Ramikrishnan, New Delhi) 


TRIVANDKL'M. Some 20 carnage and 
wagon staff of the Trivandrum central 
railway staiiun on Tuesday <6 April) 
reported for work in their underwear in 
protest against alleged non supply of 
uniforms. They were sent back by the 
authorities Tne workers belonging to 
the mechanical staff associaiion elleged 
that during the last three years thay had 
not been supplied uniforms, boots or 
raincoats —/naitn Express (Anita Pra- 
tap, Madras) 

SRUNGAVARAPUKOTA. (AP); And 
now a confidence trickster who made a 
fast buck posing ei • Ratya Sabha 
member! He cafltd himself Mandala 
Bhujengeiwsra Rao and. claiming he 
was a member of the Rejya Sabha. 
toured the tribal areas in Vitag dittricr 
at the cost i f rhe tax payer. He staved in 
the government guest house at Areku 
(ill 2i March and convinced the officials 
he was anMP. The officials convanad a 
conference and the local politicians 
arranged public meetings where the 
tflf'Styled MP made munificent prom* 
ises TO (he people. He collected 
(housends of rupMs from the local I 
youth organisation for '‘welfare mea- 
auras'* end "disappeared ** Some of the I 
effJcikls smelt something fishy and later 
learnt on making enquiries that there , 
vea no member of the Kajya Sabha by , 
ihe name of Bhujangeawera Ri^DaiJy , 
(Kanwardeep Singh, Dahra Dun) I 

HYDERABAD: Who is Gabbar Singh? Is ' 
he e Viliam or bero? Who li a hippie? i 
Are hippies found more in eastern or i 
western countries? These are some of I 
the questions asked in the final year 
medical oral examinations of the Osma* 
nia University according to Lok Dal 
member JanaHhan Reddy. Raising the 
issue under rule 320, Mr Jentrdhen 
alleged that such silly questions were 
asked in (be medical examination* 

S seationing their releveace, he elleged 
at there were irregulariiies in (he 
examinations and wanted the health 
minister to take note of them—Indian 
Express (S. Hari, Palghat) 

BANDA (UP): A mother goea to the 

police station here everyday to sea har 

little son who haa been kept there for 
fear of being kidnaped ^ decoits. 
According to the police, the boy was 
recently Kidnapped by dacoic leader 
Ram Mpal, but managed lo aacape. 
The rerror-siriken ntother fearing re- 

( risals end another kidnepplng attempt 
as requaated the autbormas to keep 
her child in the korwaJi—fedian Ex¬ 
press (Girish Deaai. Baroda) 


I am prepared to resume re ponsi* 
bility if you remove Mrs Gandhi 
and put me in her chair—Charan 
Singh to supporters who Thronged 
his residence on hearing of his 
decision to quit politics 

My sympathies are wifh the dep* 
rived—Jaejivan Ram on the Man- 
eka affair 

Maneke has got guts—Akbar 
Ahmed in an interview with 
Weekend Review 

Dog bitea man, man does not bite 
dog—Arun Nehru in Weekend Re* 
vfew on being asked ebnui Akbar 
Ahmad'a allegation agalnii him 

All's well that ends well-Jyoti 
Beau reacting to the ennouncemant 
of tha poll Gate for West Bengal 

We do not subscribe to the idea of 
choosing tha lesser evil. Evil li evil, 
lesser or greater—A. B. Vaip^ee 
on why the BJP opposes botn Con- 
fresi(I) and CPKM) 

I have frankly never quite under* 
stood how we got mixed up and 
idennflad with mil rural group (in 
Kalklind ialends) 6,000 miles away 
which hardly any of us has aver 
seen and are now having a Job 
pinpointing on tha map—James 
bemeron In The GuttrdUn 

If they (the British) want to come, 
let them come. We will do battle— 
President Leopold Geltieri of 
Argentina 





Hitler in principle bad granted the 
Russians dominion over the 
gulf. Since then (he Russian ambl- 
tioo baa not changed. They want to 
rule the gulf—Saudi Arabian oil 
nlnlater Sfaeikfa Ahmed 2eki 
Yamanl 

He (Lech Walesa) will always do 
whB( workan want him ( 0 » but ha 
thinkf people are perhaps dred, 
that they want eomathing aim. that 
they chink differently—Mrs Danuie 
Walesa In an mtervlew with a Pol- 
iab undarfround newilatttr 
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QiA 


MinOHS 

0«nb«ldt. 9 >% Hakan patriot, brow 9 ht 
■bOMi a naw ctyla in woman’i domir^. 
What WM K? 

2. Mothart In Eunpa oAan laH thaw 
ettittan, who kaap awaka at night that 
tha aanoman wotM coma vidoai ttwn. 
Why? 

$. Whai would you ba Oomg cf yoM wara 
hawing a Uabon? 


MM Many 

ThtaMM 


aovTH 

)A 

9 lf 


Sab? A^* 


AT aw bfiw wt X AM Axm #• 4 »iatWMi 
Wdat AMM it MWW tiX i ' Me Fha CAta 

AecDMw « aw waert tw atdwerMi aw 

iwMWM XMamawXAcaXcMi Ba Abiar 
AW wit Tha Ww X a^ amad m tataiai 

TERENCE REESE 


4. What • Vw owmaiadt plum? 
i. PVAiaaiovXyeelourMforasAiDrit 
haa a di/Urtni ce nno ta Ben What A A? 
9. WhMi oha lafara to ttw 'halcyon 
Aaya,* ona maana a w it a X pa a c t and 
napoihaaa. Whtf A tha ongin X Va 
tarm? 


*aaa uaaa i 

uo laau 6uaMu t odPx 01 pM*aq aoua 

at« II3MA lauwieua am • uA^aiiH • 
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bnetfi •■W' Mue winw TeWiiryiptw 
MiM X rcynaniTn CXMu'tA WWito' and 
Ubma) Ctrmdwo^ mr* (MWtd WHdctr 
«rd Sen* Mr aaretwl MuM ittt A 
JaiMT IW tw Mi HB aL -f lor prtrWig Awn «at 
yaaXtfTtc lo CM U Mj* t»o tw»Miw MW 
watd A* ta Ot Li Mlm Mitf. At Croati 
•ndPMyvCWw ( ?R xdfiMi WiaadOxn 
X weara wBieui t« ewbar X Jwmv IM 
It ran n waurwen M aw At c a iA r aX. 


i. j.* 


dfWrani prlfAa^ Wry wWW* n wAt. ranabig 
lor At hXArewa MM kW* M A iMlit CS>w 
uamevaitd twr eetddAn Pnatartiad ttMi^ 


MAw ItB At tw WM A a Mut aid Awt 

ca»an at naw tcaca. 

C. W. HILL 


MOtutu a uiM biLii Ouflta irtujt a A u *S 
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laoidoi} ur punoi apji apVfBuuaw 
amfPHn^AUlAixnvdapafBUpauiam > 
ladnuox m ainpaujt 4 a 3 
uiQ4 auw pMnoio>ijhi t Suptupo t 
jam baata oi o6 Aam M oa 
AaAa a.uaipHu3 coui puM «o«a et ppaai 
• aq A 0 M« AiA» a a uauipun aux 9 

iprv«MO io ajaxPHOf am ^ uiM ftx# 

pM am'io uoQBituA uf fAM u aanOfq 
aaoo» f,utuM« t ata tnaqua^ H 


















































Dentists say 

For proper dental care, 
massaging your gums is as 
important as brushing your teeth. 

Use Forhan’s 
Double Action Toothbrush 

Spedally designed to massage your gums 
while (Mulshing your teeth. 


brtMlM 


Tooth 

for llw wlwk tamlty. 

L Aduk (medium aod lofi) 
' Junior, fiftby. 
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STAY CLEAR OF BAHUGUNA 


aiikts Cont:ress(l) «ee rvd 

FOR anyone cIom* io the Co(ijirc'< 
sU) leadershi|), any jN^ociation 
wUh llemvau Nanclan Rahiiguna 
van lead tv (>ro()lr(rt^. In (he second 
week of April» Mrs Ni(a Bhafut 
from (he ladicf study ^oup of ine 
Indian Chamber of Commerve« 
Mccompaniesl by Mrs Aiim Imam, o 
Con|tTc«s(t) MF. approached Mr 
BahuKuna to address a ladies study 
Kiuup funvtHin in Calcutta on 2s 
April. Slie told him about the orKa* 
nisation and also informed him that 
the Ojvernnr of West Bcnital. Mr 
RD. Pande. had aftroed to preside 
over the function. Initially, Mr 
BahuRuna was rvluviant to accept 
the invttaijon. He (old her: “If you 
want the Covern<»r to preside over 


tio ONF. W!Ll 
REAiT MAWF.KA 
A HOUSE 


MANUKA Caiidhi is finding it e«* 
tremelv dilficuit to a house for 
herself. Recenily she was deprived 
of •< house in (h>M I .inks which 
she had setcleil for after ktUA'kinR 
on as many as 22 doors m the area. 
She wants lo live in <aiir l.iiiks 
livcause her son. feroac Varun, 
attends a nursety schiKil in the area 
called Study The house she finally 
chose wus 1.12 (>oir l.inks and a 
monthly tent of Rh .I.UOO was 
aittveil to hy hmdhidy Mrs Swaran 
Kiiur Keili By 10 April, when Man- 
ek«i W«^s ivadv to move in after 
some new ritiirips and lit;hts had 
been insMiled, she called up K K. 
DhJwim in I he l'M'» sevretariai and 
•isked him lo send her furniture 
over to ihc* new huuM*. Mr Dhavran 
took down the address nf the house 
and as^uieil her that he would do 
(he needful. Imagine Moneka's «ur 
prise when on the same day at 
iiroumi three pm her landlady's 
uiienr puid hei a visit and toM her 
“^mry. we vuririut k>vv the house to 

f oil. Wc have received iristructiona 
Kim hiaher ups.** So Maneka is 
now back on (he weary house hum- 
in^ trail. 


EVERVnOOV IS 
ftEMEMBEKSWG 
SAfj JAV_ 

THt split between Maneka (>andhi 
and the (/andhi Nehru household 
has had one effect on ruling party 
members: they have all suddenly 
started remembering Sanjay Can- 
dhi. Kven those wha were not dose 
to $4n)Jv during his lifetime are 
making every effort to iirganiM* 
functions in memory of Sanjay Can* 
dhi. The intciuiun of these people, 
who arc dose to Rajiv Candni. is to 
outdo (he supporters of Maneka 
Gandhi in ibis game so that none 
can say that Sanjay (iandhi is being 
forgotten Recently a young Con- 
gressfl) MP and former raja from 
Madhya Prudesiowho is very dose 
to Rajiv Cuodhi.atkcd for 500 col¬ 
our posters of Mtijay Gandhi for 
distribuiinn in his constituency. 
Strangely, he was nne of the firsi 
beneheiartes of Sanjayh followers 
being sidetracked. Other MPs too 
do not want to lie left out : thejr 
have all ordered Sanjay Gandhi 
badges for distribution In (heir con¬ 
stituencies 


the function then don’t invite me. 
(If you do) your function wilJ never 
be held" With this he narrated 
several instances when functions 
organised by people dose to iho 
ruline parly had lieen cancelled 
simp5^ because he had besm invited 
to vpcak But the lady was umJrier- 
red and Mr Bahuguna fiiuilly 
accepted the invitation Bui on U 
April Mr Bahuguna received a tele¬ 
gram vaying that the funciion was 
cancelled, it added. "Our smcvic 
and profound apologies for .ill ilie 
inconvenience caused to you. Cir¬ 
cumstances lieyund our cunirol. My 
personal apologies (ii you and grati¬ 
tude fur your understanding and 
acceptance. Regards Niia Bhagat.” 


OEV5 LAL vs HlS SOW 


Devi Lai: ^anare^ Mue'eyed boy 

SHORTLY after Mr Devi Lai was 
suspended from the primary mem- 
ber^ip of the Lok Dal for organiv 
ing the Chandigarh convention, he 
announced (hat he would put up his 
favourite uin. Omprakash (who had 
been arrested for smuggling), 
against CM Bhajan L^l in the forth¬ 


coming Assembly elections. Then 
came another announcement—‘this 
time by Devi Lai's other son, Mr 
Pratap .Singh, a former Janata Par¬ 
ty MLA. He said that he would 
contest the elections from Sirsa 
(not against his brother) on the Lok 
Dal ticket. Mr Pratap Singh, who 
was a leader of the Janata Party in 
Haryana when Devi Lai <ind Charan 
Singh were close, is one of the most 
bitter critics of his father. He once 
told the prw: '*My onl)^ fault is 
that Mr Devi Lai got married to my 
mother Apart from this accidental 
relationship I have no other rela¬ 
tionship with a leader and his son 
who patrunise smugglers in 
Haryana." Now that Pratap Singh 
has trooped into the Lok Dal with 
his followers and Bevi Lai and his 
followers have '^united*' with the 
Janata, what will be (be fate of (he 
Janata leaders of Haryana, Shank¬ 
ar Lai and Sushma SwaraL who 
had publicly declared chat Devi Lai 
and his sun were oppressors and 
dictators? 

0. E. NIZAMUDOIN 








Sha^^^ry &Casino Nepal present 

Soaltee Surprise 

Rs.999gives you 3nights of luxury and 
excitement plus Rs.900 in free casino coupons. 

Kathmandu tike you never had it before 

It'S the peifect geum^y to * fotelgn tend. No passports. No visas. No foreign 
eachangeneeded 3 nights and 4 days or funln the con>forT and luxury of 
Che Sowee Oberct. Kathnwn^'s only S- star deluxe hotel w4th a casino attached 


listed In Harpers & Queen's prestWous Intematlonal guide. "The 300 Best 
Hotels In the Woddthe Soiree Obcrol Is al yours. In a r>ever'before deluxe 
package, put together by India's leading travel agents. And harKtied in Nepal by 
Everest Express and Yeti Travels 


15% 


eo lA and KNAC And supet incematlofial shopping bargains. 
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Only Rs. 999 per person vdth 2 persons sharing a room. 

Single occupancy - Rs 1540 

Rs. 999 Indudes ; ^ ^ 

* Up to 2 children urKler 12 free. 

* Free trar>sportatlon airport/hotel/alrporr. 

* Two deluxe '/t d^ signiseeing tours. 

* Special rnfanis' nursery. 

* Children's recreation area 

* nim shows and Rbraiy 

* Free termis and swimming. 

Al prkes kndteated are ki currency and Include taxes 
Ifisfel on en|oying Kathmandu in Oberoi Style. 

flotel 

Soaltee Oberoi 

Lbled as cme of the world's best hotels. 



Contact your t r a vl ajint todxy. Or cell your 

SirA MERCURY 

Phone; Phone; 

Bombay 240666.240765 2 73116 

AhiHMabad_ _ 

DeM 
Sdnagar 
Kanpuf 
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234343 


Paipur 
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448644 

43103 312004.344995 699571 

/889r. 77166 74766 75041.75642 

66171.52960 — - 


66226 

66141.66162 


SHa. Mercury or Olierat resewsrlen alike. 

SITA 

Phrsrte: Phone; 

Varanasi 52945 62021 

Calcutta 247224 4435S5 

Madras 66661.62591 63521 

■angaiore 563579.576091 577661 
HT<w^»ad 223626 344ii 

Cochte 34634 


MERCURY OgEROl HOTEiS 
Pt>or>e. 

230161 
86156 

S77661.577051 
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Bv Madhii Liituiye 



ANDHRA FILMSTAR-TURNED-POLiTIClAN 60-YEAR-OLD 

N T RAMA RAO WITH HEROINE 
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uompian 

hai 23 vital foods 

^- 

InCy IWM 

everyday. 


Growing children have 
eoeeiil needs, line# 
they normally complete 
most of their growth 
by the age of 15 or IS. 

That's why your children 
need COMPLAN—now. 

COMPLAN not only has 
proteins (20%) but also 
the best proteins (milk proteins) 
children can get. It also contains 
22 other vital foods that 
children need tn their growing 
years. Remember. COMPLAN is the 
planned food most recommended 
by doctors. 

COMPLAN comes in delicious 
Chocolate. Cerdamom-Saffron end 
Strawberry flavours^artd also Plain. 
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32-PAGE 

"The Complete Femlly Nourlehment Guide. 
Pteeee write. ene>eelng e iO p.ftemp.to: 


Poet Beg Mo. ISIII. (Cemp)o-eS 
Bombev 400025 


-the complete planned food 
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Will you get married in colour 

or black and white ? 



You’re aervous, thrilled 
and anxious. There’s laughter 
and tears. It’s one of the most 
beautiful, memorable days of 

S ir life. Treasure it forever. 

Kodak colour film. 
Marketed by IPC. 

Kodak colour film and IPC 
processing. For the beautiful 
moments of youz life. 


India Photographic Company Xamitad 

A Rodah affUatod cenpaAr 

Bombay « Calcutta • Madm • Haw Delhi 

KODAK U Uk wgiiw cd trade mait of Baitotan Kodak Compaey, USA. 


Kodak 
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Mountbatten and the 
Ihr&on of India 


March 22 -Au^st 15,1947 

Larry CdKns & Ebrninique Lq^iene 

200 Pages Ukistraled Hardcover Rs 60 Post Free 

A unique ctMitribution to most inportant 

perk)d nxxkrn InaSan history 


Other V/KAS 8estse//ers by Lmrry CoUine end Oominiqum Lepierre 
(1) THE Fif TH HOUSEMAN (2nd «d4i>on). H8 Rs7S U) THE FIFTH HONSSMAN (4th edition). PB Rt25 
(3) FNEEDOM AT MIONHSHT (lSth editiOA) H8 Ss7S (4) FIKEDOM AT MtCMMHT (11th edition), PB Rs29 
(6) IS PAAIS eUNNlMG ? (8th edition). PB Ps25 {$} 0 JENUSAUM (Bth edition). PB Rs2S 

P) ON VIX ONCSS YOU IN MOUNMMO PS B$20 
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N 7 Ram« Rdo. ine idof o< A«>d ^4 PraOftsh. has 

craatad a sMr bv Oaciding lo jom poMica ar« founding r« 4 ugu 
Desam party which has airtady adopted a vary strong faqKinai 
posture Will he be able to chailef> 9 e Mrs Gandts s basiion m the 
south? Whai IS the substaoce of his chansma mai reases huh a 
force to recHon with^ AahoA Kamath reporls Pa|i 12 
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The worlj seema to have twgouen now (hat UtMivnaO Ak 
Jnnah. iha taDiar of Patoaian. «ae actaay a ibcrai who 
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Indo-Pak Saudi conference? 


r 






^Ir^ CunJ/y/. /jj and Kt/if A /vUd ta/ks _ 

Mr$ Gandhr» visii to Saudi Arabia could be ihe 
harbinger nf an evun more active role lor the Saudis in 
the subcnntinenii according to some sources. One of the 
most significunt diplomatic efforts being proposed is a 
tripartite conference between India. Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia to diwu^s peace between India and Hakisian, The 
mi'war pact could, in fact, be sealed at such a confer* 
ence One of the provisions of the pact would be no more 
urmamenr purchases by either India or Pakistan for a 
S|>ecific time *tpao. 

Dalai Lama’s men 
Imve talks in China_ 

Beijing husiing yet another delegation, the fourth, 
from the Dalui l^oma's governmenMn-exile in Dharamsa* 
|j to discuss high level matters including the High 
Pontiff's eventual return to Tibet. Any immodiate settle 
mcnr is remote in view of the Dalai Lama's coodition 
that the PLA withdraw from Tibet.and areas like Kham 
and Amdu. now amalgamated with adjoining Chinese 
jmivinces, bv returned to the Tibet Autonomous Region 
(TARi. But Che resumption of delegation diplomacy after 
a one and a holf year gap is significant. (The second 
delegation was ordered out of Tibet in July ISHO and the 
third left in November the same year.i Sources in 
Dharamsala feel that more liberal conditions in Tibet 
and the easing of travel restrictions on refugees going to 
Tibet on short visits are likely to be agreed upon. 

^erala poll wil l be violent 

There is \erious apprehension among all section^ of 
political opinion in Kerala that the coming mid*term 
poll) on 19 May will be neither peaceful nor free and 
tair The events leading up to the resignation of the 
Marxist led Left Democratic Front (LDFl govemmeni 
and the subse<iuem fall of the shortlived United Demu- 
cracic Front lUDF) guvemmeni of Mr K Karunakaran/ 
have taken the process of political polarisation in the 
state to an unprecedented level. The LDF leaders fear 
(hat voting along communal lines will be more pro¬ 
nounced. this is the result of the internecine RSS* 
Marxist warfare and the Hindu resurgence symbolised 
by the holding of the Vishal Hindu SammeUn in Cochin 
recently for the first time. On the other hand the UDF 
leaders are convinced that as the Marxists have their 
becks to the wall, they will resort to their time honoured 
and refined tactics of large'scale impersonation in the 
voting. They also allege that the Hayanar government, 
while In power, had packed the voters* lists with their 
supporiers and delated the names of meny non Marxist 
voters. 


How Antulay and the 
Taj group helped each other 


Give a thing, take a thing and get it back.. Is this the 
motto of Mr Ajit Kerkar, managing director of the Taj 
Mahal hotel? The latest documents produced in the 
Bombay High Court reveal that the Taj donated several 
lakhs of rupees to Antulay's controversial trusts and 
these were in tum reinvested in the Taj group itself. 
Accordine to an affidavit filed by Mr V. R. Agnihocri. 


According to an affidavit filed by Mr V. R. Agnihocri, 

E nncipal officer^InJianHotelsUd., they comribured Rs 
S lakhs to the Antulay trusts, namelv, the Mhasle 
Taliika l^atisihan. the Raigarh Zilla Pratisthan. the 
Amber Pratisthan, and the Shrivardhan Matdur Praris* 
than These fmir irusi% in turn applied to the charity 
commissioner for permission under Section 3S of the 
Bombay Public Trust Act tii invest as much as Rs ftO 
lakhs in i4imp«inies which are subsidianeii nf the Taras 
iwhu own (he Taj ihaim. Perml^sion was granted to each 
of these fouc tiusis tor investments fora two year period 
at a rale of ll per (vnt interest. The in vest menu were 
given as follow*., the four trusts would give Ks five lakhs 
each to Piem llniek Ltd: Rfi 125 lukhs each to Taj 
Trading Ttanspoii Companv; Rs 10 lakhs each to Jaipur 
Taj Hnrrr|irises Lid., and Ks 2.7S lakhs each to Cox and 
Kings Ltd. 

Why video imports wer e allowed 

Whv was the cnntrosvrsial imrxi^t of videos and video 
cassettes jK'rmitted on open general licence (OGLJ at 
all? The inside siotv rvveaU ihat among the most 
vnmmon illegal luxuries ru lie discuvervd during income 
tax and CBI raids on businessmen, filmstars and others, 
weie these videos and video cassettes Ihis was widely 
rvpuried in rht press and it iK'came embarrassing for afl 
parties concerned bs*cause in Bombay videos are to the 
rich whai primus stoves are to the poor And last week 
the dau^ierinJaw nf a formidable business tycoon 
manageu to get 14 blue film casseties through the 
Bombay customs by j)oiiiiing out that she would neither 
sell, exhibit nor distribute them, which the rules prohi* 
bited. 'Only my husband and J will watch the blue 
films.'* she said anu walked away with them. 

V. P. Singh’s position 

secure after Lucknow convention 


tho lime in the ~ 
has been 

minister of L'P. Mr V. P. T 

Singh's folio wet & are pu bl ic* 

ly rejotci ng (hat l hei r leader ""' ^ 

in firmly in the saddle and ^ 

that dmidenrs in the state 9’ 

have been firmly sileiic^ \ 

by Mrs Indira Gandhi and \ VapL 

Rajiv. BoasTvd one young i 

Congress! JI worker: **Djssi* \ 

dents like Lokpati Tripathi j ,Jt 

and Vir Bahadur Singh dont [ y 

dare say anyihmg m public *- 

against Raja Saheb (as Mr V. P. Singh is called by his 
supporters). Let them sulk io iheir bedrooms." This is 
the chief minister's first gain from the Lucknow conven* 
tion addressed by Maneka Gandhi, because many of the 
late Sanjay Gandhi's friends were leading. (he 
dissidents in UP. 
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Suited to bring out the power in you. 
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Opposition has lost a 
golden opportunity 


W then Janata Party 
was discussing an 
electoral alliance in 
West Bengal with the 
ConRre'^l). Mr Suren- 
ara Muhan, one o/ Its snciahsr MFs, 
argued in a letter tu the party's 
national executive meinhers that 
any dealing with Mrs (landhi would 
make d mockery uf their party’s 
siand that she repiesented author 
ituriantNm. Not only that, he 
warned that if the noncommunlst 
alliance formed a eovernmem after 
winning, it would hdvu grave rc)>er 
cuvsions on the cnuniry's politics 
and the Jamtrii\ credibility 
Mr Morarji Desai and Mr Madhu 
Dandevare supported him in the 
national executive, but Mr Chandra 
Shekhar overruled them. Mr Suren 
d>rn Mohan's points were pertinent, 
bur one gets the feeling that the 
Janata is always looking for crutch¬ 
es and wanting to join one party or 
another la make up Tur its own lack 
of effective cadre It could have an 
alliance with a particular party in 
one stale and oppose it m another 
It is in liuch a mess that while it 
hurls charges at the cuininunists in 
West Bengal, it has put itself in a 
situation where ii can neither sup- 
ipnrt Mrs (landhi nor dtsirwn her. 

Bvon the Chandigarh conven- 
tltn—Mr Chandra Shekhar's brain- 
child^was meant to get Mr l)evi 
Lai’s following. Once he rejoined 
Mr Charan Singh the whole thing 
collapsed. The convention has ortly 
divided the opposition further 
almost on the eve of the elections rd 
the Haryana. Himachal Pradesh, 
Kerala and West Bengal Assemb¬ 
lies and to the seven parliamentary 
constituencies. Why could not the 
anata and the Congress(S) have 
eld the convention after the poll* 
ing on 19 May? 

True, the Lok Dal looked hke 
splitting and both the Janata and 
the CongresKS) wanted to pick up 
the pieces in Haryana and 
Himachal Pradesh, ^ut, should .the 
sole atm of these two parties, which 
are liberal in outlook and have an 
all-fndia appeal, be hankering after* 
small gains? The purpose, as thei 
two parties hove thecnaelves said, ia 
to defeat Mrs Gandhi. How has the 
convention helped in that? Must 
they niusier support at the cost of 
other opposition parties? 

It is clear that Mr Charan Singh 
iod Mr Devi Lai joined hands after 
ibusinf each outar basically be- 
cause they realised that separately 
they would be cutting into each 
othtr*i support and beMfiring Un 


EXCLUSIVE 


By KULOIP NAYAR 


Gandhi. The paichup was primarily 
the work of Mr George f emajides 
and Mr Karpoori Thakur, the kkiuI- 
iST members of the lx»k Dal. Ii was 
later aided by Mr Devarai Urs and 
Dr Swaroop Singh, a member of the 
two-man comm|Siee which selected 
Lok Ual candidates, un the one 
hand, and Mr Biju Painaik on the 
other. The rapprochement between 
Mr CKaran Sineh and Mr Devi Lai, 
Mr Biju Patnaik and Mr Kumbha 
Ram Arya may not lest beyond the 
day when ihe ballot boxes are 
opened for counting. But that is not 
the point; the point is that they 
have called a halt to infighting and 
pooled their supporters to defeat 
authoritarianism represented by 
Mrs Gandhi 

The Janata. CongressfS), 6JP. 
Lok Daf and even the communists 
should have come together to fight 
against the Congress! Ik and if they 
did not, the Janata and the Con- 
grevsiB) aiune are not to blame Mr 
Charan Singh and the BJP were not 
willing Tn accummodaie them. 
True, the Janata and the Con- 
uessfS) do nut have much of a 
fullowing either in Haryana or 
Himachal Pradesh, but the idea 
should have been to create the 1977 
spirii'-all against Mrs Gandhi's 
party. Por this purpose, a few seats 
should have been given to the Jana 
ta and the CongressfS). The dan¬ 
gers of the continuance of Mrs 
Gandhi's rule should luve been 
realised Sooner dr later she vrili 
have the presidential form of gov¬ 
ernment in the country after "pack* 
ing" the Supreme Court so.that the 
necessary amendment to the con¬ 
stitution is not rejected by it. (The 
Supreme Court has held by seven to 
six that the executive cannot 
change the basic structure of Ihe 
Constitution.) 

One has no doubt that if the 
opposition had put up one candi¬ 
date ^gainst ibe Congress(I) 

nominee ig every constituency, it 
could have won easily in all* the 
Assembly elections in all thoifour 
states and captured at least five of 
the seven parliamentary seats. The 
Lok Dal is strong in Htuyana, the 
BJP in Himachal Pradesh, the 
CP](M) in West Bengal, and 
together the nofl*Coniress(l) par¬ 
ties in Kerala. None of them bas the 


strength m win alone Had they 
resented a joint front they would 
ave changed the atmosphere m 
the country and might have even 
fnreod Mrs Gandhi to gq for a 
midterm poll. The mood of the 
people IS against the Congrex^l) 
and some kind of understanding 
among the oupusition parties is 
necessary so that there is a viable 
alternative But the opposition has 
thrown away a gulden opportunity 
and spilt the anti-Congress votes. 

The trouble i» at the rap, not 
lower down the ranks Almost all 
(he oppoisition leaders have an ego 

E mblem. Everyone of them Ik*- 
ieve« that he, and he alone, is 
Sincere al>out unity and about de¬ 
feating Mrs Gandhi, And his own 
men are better than those of any 
other Each refuseK to accept his 
own limiiations. He does not even, 
face the fact that he may not have 
much following where he has 
fielded his'candidate. 

After watching the opposition 
leaders tear at each other's throat 
while talking of unity, Mrs Gandhi 
must have left on her “political 
Haj" to Saudi Arabia satisfied that 
the spirit uf 1977 rdmains only in 
dreams. On her return from Saudi 
Arabia Mrs Gandhi has adopted a 
different strategy She has money 
to burn and is burning it. She has 
pressed Mr Bhagwat Dayal. the 
Madhya Pradesh Governor, inio 
service because he is a brahmin and 
eveiy Haryana constituency has ten 
(o lb per cent brahmin votes. She 
has realised that (he Saniay group 
is not much of an Achilles' heel. 

The greatest danger Mrs Gandhi 
faces IS from within. Since she 
allowed defections en bloc in 
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh af¬ 
ter her return to power in 1980, she 
is faced with (he problem of sabot¬ 
age by (he defectors, many of whorn 
have not got the party ticket for 
re-election. Also, Mr Bansi Lai and 
Mr Bbajan Lai in Haryana are 
secretly supporting opposhion 
candidates to pull ea^ otner dawn. 
To some extent there is (he same 
problem In Himachal Pradesh 
where chief minister Mr Ram Lai 
faces a challenge from the Congres- 
s(I). dissident group. Infighting in 
the Congressd) may cross out some 
of the advantage the opposition's 
dissensions have given Mrs Gandhi. 
But the opposition parties look hke 
causing more harm to each other 
than to the Congressd). Still 
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh 
will be worth watching. 
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Is the VC clean? 






Romeo 
QndJtifiei 
and Jutte\ 



Despicable 


T bt report by Perthe S Eancrjee end 
Borun Ghoie, CMicutts't aihna hoipu- 
mU (4 April), WAS praiMworthy, Misman* 
iltneat. dlaorder and chaos are not 
MiCAl of Calcutta hospitals alone; the* 
trhoSe country and each and every (ov> 
anunent department U suffering from 
Cheae maladies. Unleu we find a positive 
remedy, no amount of writings and expo- 
aurea will help. 

P. C ChMkffVMrty. Ctkutta 

I was shocked to read about the condition 
of Calcutta hospitals. How can a CPKM) 
government be so callous? Shame on the 
comnunisM. 

AjiU Kcut. Snnager 

To think that hospitals can be so badly 
managed—Godt 
S&yamofj Sen, Sew Delhi 

Someone should investigate into the 
affairs of the medical college hospital in 
Lucknow. 

Meera Seme. Lucknow 

Whet is so new about corruption in 
hospitals? Medical man are nor exactly 
above board. 

IT. S. Soifdbi, ChiMligarh 

Worthy of praise_ 

S ongraiulations to Lakshmi Mohan for 
her excellent report, Vesuda.s.* Kera- 
•• « gifr ro Irtdian music (4 April). This 

S firat time that I came across an 
article on my fevouriie singer 
t to know i&any Uctle known facts 
about'Ycsudas. The day is not far when 
be will turn a lyricist end composer as 
well. Keep it up, Yesudast We Indians 
will never forget your fascinating songs 
Uaesh Kagaonkar, Bombay 

bla Mohan forgot (o mention that Yesu* 
das ia one of thoM people who believe in 
juru bhakth he Kas not forgotten the 
people who were tnstmmentann making 
bim famous 

V. Bela Chandnn, Calcutta 


T his has reference to Partha $. Saner- 
iee's report When the CM s wife/7e«r 
10 Muraf/arpur (21 March), which was 
full of factual errors, and clearly an 
attempt to malign Bihar University. 

The answerbook of vice chancellor 
Shyam Nandan Kisbore's daughter. Ana 
mika, was extimned by an cxperi on the 
subiecr who also happens to be a very 
senior academician. He found the 
answerbook of the most brilliant stan¬ 
dard and duly recorded his view on I r. It 
would also be pertinent to state that the 
examinations tor which the wards of the 
vice chancellor appeared, were con¬ 
ducted under the supervision of the 

E ^vice chancellor. In hU r^ori. Mr 
nerjee mad^ no neniton of the other 
papers in which the vke chancellor's 
oaughter secured high narhs as well; nor 
did ne mention the fact that Anamika't 
academic career has been consistemlv 
brilliant right from her kinderurdrn 
days to intermediate. She stood first in 
the secondary school and intermediaie 
examinations. She has also written a 
number of books in English and Hindi, 
and these have been published. 

The allegations against the chief minis 
ler's wife were undoubtedly meant to 
malign the CM himself. To put rhe record 
straight (and this has already been done 
before) Bina Mishra did not come to 
Musaffarpur by plane; nor did the vice 
chancellor go to receive her at the air¬ 
port. 

The reference to the chancellor. Dr A. 
R. Kidwai, under Bihar Universiiy’s rot- 
ren VC. was highly improper. Dr Kidwai 
visited Musaffarpur and inaugurated the 
Red Cross Society function as chief 
guesi The function was presided over by 
the vKe chancellor And to put the re¬ 
cord strai^t once auin, Or kidwai has 
never expressed his displeasure with the 
vice chancelloi 

Finally, the vice chancellor had no¬ 
thing to do with rhe transfer of the 


district magistrate. 

R. Kiran, press relations officer, Uni¬ 
versity of orfiar. Mura/farpur 

Hats off ro RLKnav for publishing thv 
report un Bihar University. The rather 
short history of this university tells us 
that before the vice chancellor's daugh- 
ler, only two students had managed (o 
vecure first class murks in Eaiglish hon¬ 
ours Anamika is obviously a genius; she 
has the potential of contributing hand¬ 
somely 10 Fnglish literature This rare 
prodigy should nut be allowed to wither 
m the wilderness. 

Ram RangUa Chovbey, Arrah (Bihar) 

Believe it or not. the issue of Sunuav 
which carried the report on Bihar Uni- 
versUy was nowhere to be found in 
MuufUrpur. God knows how ii vanished 
from tfie stands. . . 

1 wish to bring to light a remarkable 
chenge that has been implemented in the 
English honours syllabus of Bihar Uni¬ 
versity. Thi« IS relevant insofar us ii 
pertains to the vice chancellor, his 
daughter and ihe English department 
head. Dr K. N. Sinha. Since rhu esuv 
paper (Vt) had brought 'disgrace' to 
Anamika (she secured only 4S per leni, 
remember), this paper has been scrap¬ 
ped from the syllabus for good. It has 
been decided that henceforth every vti> 
dent will be required to prepure end 
submit a thesis as paper VI Thi.i is a 
convenient arrangement because the stu¬ 
dent will no longer have to sit and write 
in an examination hall: he will merely 
have his thesis written out by some 
senior professor and then submit it. The 
rumour is that this decision was taken by 
Dr Sinha who, on the verge of retirement, 
wanted to please the VC und thereby 
earn an extension. 

SuNDAV should probe into this matter 
Ram Chandra Swab, department of eco¬ 
nomies, L. S. College, Mutaffarpur 


Quest for cure 


H aving been the father of a cancer 
patient. 1 couldn't help appreciating 
Panrw S. Beoeriee's report. Cancer: On 
the brink of cure (2t Hard)). I was glad 
to learn that Interferon has shown some 
positive results. 

1 would like to mention my 14-year-old 
daughter's case to establish the iraport- 
aoee of what Mr Baoerjee outlined under 
Key to cure ia earfy dereerfon. My daugh¬ 
ter underwent a six-month treament for 
what had been diagnosed by a well- 
known orthopaedic* surgeon as 
'ostesnnyelitis of the bone * In this period,, 
whatever checks recMsmended by the 
doctor, ucluduig X-rxyx of the bone at 
intervals of IS days, ware done- After six 
numihs, she was operated upon and a 
biop» report conhraed cancer (sarco¬ 
ma). 90 It took almost seven monihi for 
US to realise (haf ihe was suffering from 
cancer after all. M)i daughter ondarwent 
'ray' saatment wfakh was of no use She 
died within a month. 

5 R Chatterfee. Cakuna 

Fartba $. Bantfjee should have meo- 


Honed the new cancer hospiial at Tha- 
kurpukur in Calcutta. It is a well- 
equipped hospital and has the potentials 
of being develop into a research in- 
siJtution as well. 

As regards the medicines for cancer, I 
wish to mention Laetril which has been 
referred to in Norman Cousins’ book. 
Anatomy of an illnesa. According to 
Cousins, soma cancer patients "have rec¬ 
overed after taking Laetril, even thou^ 
many of the nation's leading cancer 
research centres have been unable to 
ficsd any medical value In this particular 
substance.” 

8‘ Bhsttacharya, New Veiht 

Nowadays the government is spending 
hutt amounts on cancer research; but 
only 10 per cent of the whole amount is 
being uocattd for homeopathic re¬ 
search. Why this discrimination? Is 
boflsooMihy not a science? Die govam* 
mant has nevar had a sdi comar for 
homeopathy and (his Is tha reason why 
its darelopmant has baan slow and poor- 
V, X- ^artna, Ranchi 












to darna kya? 


D ilip Ktunix to h»v9 conluMd 
hi» fUmi self wleh hit real tcU 
(Rom^ and Juliet and Juliet, 4 April), 
and (hat (oo ti an au which can hardly 
be called young, Naughty, naughty. 1 
wonder what happens to these filmi 
people once They are past their prime. 

Anil Saari’s interview with Oihp 
Kumar t‘'7here is a lor in life that should 
he left unsaid”} was <)uile irrelevant to 
ihe main story. The actor said nothing 
sboui his second marriage. Who would 
he interested in knowing whether or not 
his head was shaved when he was a child 
•»r whelher he hit a century in a recent 
LticVet maich? 

./ fte/M Ri*o. Madras 

Thi> mjn kepi the whole thing a secret 
for almost a year and nnw he wants lo 
have the cake and eat it tool Okay, he fell 
in love with Asma and even married her; 
hut why did he keep it a secret? Was he 
ashamed the whole affair? 

Prophei Mohammad did say that a 
Muslim can have (our wives, but he laid 
down a condiiion the man must treat his 
wivv!c iHjuHlIv Mas Dihp Kumar fulfilled 
tills condition? Snira kept jccompanying 
him to ull public funcTions while Asma 
wiis hitlden away somewhere. Of course. 
Dilip Kumar is nut to blame for this; hv is 
biirriAn atul mi human bvrne can truly 
lolfil the lomlitiuti Uid down'by the 
prophet So whui is he guilty of? He and 
many others like him aic uuiliyof having 
two or more wives and conveniently 
uveiluukinK I he iuiidiiion that was laid 
down to disc'uurtiKc p<ilygainv 
Miihumined ANm\ Mjdr,is 

Not all shenlfs arc %harvef. 

Si’i’titJ KurriHr, BommbAy 

(I has been taught in ihcnrviiral classes 
that With age o man loses the coordina* 
lion between hismind and his body. Dilip 
^umar has proved this beyond doubi 
.Vivudhin San(H>, Burhampur (Ortssu) 


Ii U bi^y unbecoDing of a oraii of Dilip 
Kumars suture to equate fwoiriog on 
the Qurao with casual, tneaningleis pre* 
lifflinaries like, *1 am fise, than you.’ I 
only hope he does not place his haod oo 
the ^raci each nine ba answers ques* 
(ions like. *How are you?* or 'How do you 
do?* 

S. Sabrahaamam. Bhabanes¥far 


l( was Dhaum Hema then, it is Dili^ 
Asms now. 

Ajjr KtfioarCuAe. Wadkt (Maharashtra I 

The great tragedy king has definitely 
sown the seeds nf his own destruction. 
May God bless him with wisdom. 

Peet Frasad Shaw. Barakar (West 
Mn$jh 

Dilip Kumar has done great injustice to 
Saira hanu 

A. V. Avataram, Pithapuram (Andhra 
f^radesh) 

Anil SaariS report revealed that the 
Rumen is m turmoil after being trapped 
befwcen two fires, but it failed to tell us 
why Dilip Kumar had to turn (o Asma 
when he was already married to Saica. 
Was there a nft between husband and 
wife' 

Ahk Kumur Bhutan. Agarra/a 

It IS clear ihai nowadays triangles make 
hig news 

S. Anaitd. (umua t Bihar} 

A sheer waste nf seven full pages. |$ a 
leading magaame like Senn'sv justified 
in puhlisbirig su«h bogus articles^ So 
what if Dilip Kumar has taken a second 
wife^ We (I'MiKts <if Sonnav decree 
SIunething beitei 
Hanij Shunbvr fVasaf/. yafpatgcrrj 

A passing reference to the nut*too* 
pleasanl aftaii would have suffKed. The 
second marriage of OiJip Kumar twhu is. 
undoubtedly, a great actori will go down 


Concern for scandal 


in history as the most inaignlflcant event. 
Why did SvNPAY have to project It M en 
event that is going to change the course 
of history? There are plenty of burning 
iskuei waiting to be exposed; why dan^ 
Sunday conceiMrare on these? 

F. V, Suryanarayana. Bangidore 

1 had a high opinion of SttNOAV but then I 
read AniT Saari's report on the Seira* 
Dliip Asma affair and was compelled to 
change my views. How could Sunday ^ 
so clKsp as tu probe into the personal 
affairs of an individuut? 
r V. RashMvendran, CoJeutra 

Dilip Kumar should have simply (old his 
critics, ‘Jab vyar kiya tv darna kya?‘ 
a. S. Raju, Bombay 

Anil Saari's report and his interview with 
Dilip Kumar were fantastic. By admitting 
his faults, Yusuf Sahib has proved his 
greatness 

He.crna Bashiruddin, Hyderabad 

Dilip Kumar ia en institution. It Is true 
that he does not carry the seeds of 
self •destruction In his shadow. The Ken* 
dal concerning his second marriage can* 
not tarnish his image 
Husain fi Beguwala, Bombay 

Dilip Kumar is a true gentleman. He met 
Asma by accident, took piry on her, 
realised his respunvibillty. and married 
her. What is so unnatural about it? Under 
the circumstance!!, both Salre and Asma 
are advised i<i cooperate with him and 
(hereby lead a happy life. Dilip Kumar’s 
religion permits him to have two wives if 
he IV capable of looking after them. 

A. N. Veena Raghavan. Bombay 

Who ha^ auihumed the press to intrude 
into the personal life of Dilip Kumar? He 
can laki* 24 wives if he he so desires; how 
Jm'V ihai coiiiern the press? He is a 
pubJic man. hut only as an actor. 

A A. Khan. Sulianpar 


Permission granted 


I AS: Shame and scandal in the family 
(21 Mrirchj was simply superb. P. a. 
Appu succeeded in having v, K Singh 
dismissed from the academy, but at tne 
cost of his own career. NevertheJess, Mr 
Appu stood by his principles and we 
admire hipi for that. In these days it is 
rare to find a person who has the courage 
of conviction and who sticks to his princi¬ 
ples, Mr Appu may have lost his govern¬ 
ment job, out he has certainly gained a 
lot of admirers all over the country, 

A. Sudha. Madras 

It is a pity that in our country people like 
Mr Appu are not at the helm of affairs. 
C. r. Vainvan, Madras 

Yes, V. K. Singh should have been 
puiit»lied fiM his misbehavjuur. but (he 
punishment mated out to him is question¬ 
able. 

According to »ne of his fellow prot^ 
ationars, V. X. Singh was an unassuming 
and waU*behaved man. U he misbehaved 
with some of the probationers, it was 
only under the influence M alcohol. 
When he came back to his aen^s, he 
apologised and even went to the extent 
01 toucbitig the feet of those whom he 


had offended. Further evidence uf his 
good chafKier can be had froerthe fact 
(hat he bad qualified for both the NDA 
and IAS; a person of dubious characlcr 
cannot, under normal circumstances, 
qualify for either the defence or the 
administrative services. And even if wo 
are to assume thai V. K. Singh was not 
really a desirable elemoni. how can we 
forget that be was underMing training 
and would have oprobably emerged a 
better mao alter his sum at the IAS 
academy? Why was a young and brilliant 

C robationer oot given a chance to mend 
is ways? 

Ashoke Singh. Raochi 

How does Mr Appu become "the' man 
who exposed Zaa Sin^,* as claimed on 
che lOver? What dUJ Zail Singh have (u 
do with the V. K. Singh affair? Ms Jam 
did not substantiate her far-fetched 
allegations against the home minister. 
AU she told us was ihai 2ai1 Singh, in his 
initial report, bad suggested “refurma* 
tive rather than punitive* measures 
against V. K. Singh New. how does this 
prove that the home minisier was Mr 
Appu’s adversary? 

Suuesh Shanaa, Bbagaipur 


T his has reference to Tarlu All's 
Aupeal to Indian frrenos I2g 
March). Tu put ihe record sirai^t. 
Tarm All's falher, Maihar Ali Khan, 
has beeri permitted by the govern* 
ment <>l Pakistan to iravel abroad for 
medical treatment. The government 
has also permuted his wile to accom* 
panv hint and necessary foreign ex¬ 
change faciliiies have alsu been ex¬ 
tendi lu him so that he can meat his 
medical expenses. 

M. H. Askaii. minister fpressX in¬ 
formation section, Embassy of Pakii- 
ran, Hew Deibi 


_ Last letter _ 

A new nursery rhyme goes os 
follows; 

Baba Bhosale, 

Hava you any brains? 

*Ves sir, ves sir. 

Three Uttie grains. 

One for my Madam, 

One for myself. 

One for the public. 

Which bean ali the pasns.' 

Sh^ior Ghosh. Hew Delhi 






WillN. T. Rama Rao become the MOR of Andlira Pradesh? ASHOK 
KAMATH reports on south India’s latest Rlmstar-turned-politiclan and 

the stir that he has created 



PtfTiorMteittfnft hU popularity o//»scfeen; ATK a mammfffh /wb/tc in Hyderabad Jasr moiftb 


S ^rnethinK Jramutic has hap¬ 
pened in the sKie» over 
Andhra Pradesh. No, a new 
star has nut been sighted. 
Even more unusual, a mightv 
iiiiar old star has begun to glow 
with a new kind of lustre. The star of 
(he make-believe and the celluloid 
screen, Nandamury Taraka Rama Rao 
(NTR), who at 60 can do a hero's song 
and dance number with effortless 
ease, is gome ill fui aii entirely new 
kind of role. By launching the TeJugu 
Desam Party on 29 March he has 
announced not just his decision to 
enter politics but his candidature for 
the chief ministership of Andhra 
Pradesh And when in film-craiy south 
India such a person comes in the garb 
of a matinee idol, then it is time for the 
rexi of the country to sit up and cake 


notice « 

While announcing his decision, NTR 
said (hat he was "entering public life 
to serve the suffering masses in 
Andhra Pradesh." He felt that a new 
party was needed "to protect the hon¬ 
our and self-respect of the six crore 
TeiugU'speaking people." His aim was 
to unite there in a new "bond of 
kinship." True enough, Telu^ Desam 
was not a shooting star (hat unles for 
a few momenrs and then makes the 
night grow darker. Slowly, a trick* 
le of ruling Congressfl) MtAs ( 3 till 
now) began to oesert the umbrella of 
Indiramma and join up behind NTR. 

Would (he trickle turn into a tor* 
rent? Would Mrs Gandhi's bastion in 
the south which returned her to Parlia* 
ment in i9$0 eventually go out of her 
grasp? What was the magic of NTR 


that could even cause these questions 
to be raised? NTR has in fact been 
playing "God" on the silver screen for 
three decades now and some of this 
tinsel divinity seems to have rubbed 
off on his earthly persona. This de¬ 
migod of innumerable Telugu mytho* 
togicals has, it is said, "so convincingly 
portrayed Lord Krishna in several 
tilres that many-ordinary folks in 
Andhra are certain that NtR is none 
other than Sn Krishna Paramahamsa 
himself in a ka/yug avarar " 

The matinee idol could nor have 
timed the creation of his regional 
party better. The impression garnered 
after talking to a cross*8«ction of peo¬ 
ple in Hyderabad is that there Is iiv 
deed a feeling of acute need for uniry 
among the Telugu-speaking people. 
Historically, the state or Andnra 










Prtdeih has be«n • house divided, 
tom over issues of oasce and re^on, 
giving rise to the two bloody agitations 
^ Jii T&ltngMna and J3i Andhra. The 
wounds of these two separatist move< 
ments have only just l^gun healing. 
Slowly but surely, the scars are fading. 
Whether NTR with his Telugu Desam 
Parry can fit the bill h a moot poloi. 
but without doubt, today, the climate 
in Andhra Pradesh is eminently cunge* 
nial for a regional party to thrive 
Interestingry, certain incidents in¬ 
volving the union government have 
acted as a catalyst tor the feelings of 
provincialism in the state. Mr T. An- 
laiah may nut have b<*«n among the 
best loved and admired chief ministers 
of Andhra Pradesh Yet, when for no 
partU'ular fault of his, he was opehly 
and rudely upbraided by Rajiv Gandhi 
at the Begumpet airport, the chief 
minister earned a surge of sympathy 
from among his Mople. "Whatever 
opinion we might nave held about his 
Capabilities as CM. he was after all our 
chief minister. An ordinary member of 
Parliament, and that too not from our 
state, had the cheek i» insult him 
publicly. It was an insult to each one of 
us here.” was a commonly expressed 
sentiment those days. 

Another growing feeling, at least 
among the stale's liieratc minority, is 
that the umbilical cord Unking Ihe 
ruling Congress! 1) party m the state to 
that at the centre is far too strone for 
comfort. The arbitrary hiring ann fir 
ing of chief ministers by Mrs Gandhi 
has had its own repercussions The 
indignaiioii and resentment against 
Delhi's diktats may take lime to ervs- 
lallise into an effective sturewide 
movement, but the rumblings have 
already begun. Kur the first time in 
recent years. Congress( I} legislators in 
the state summoned up enough cour 
age to challenge a fiat from Mrs Can- 
dni on the question of Anjalah's suc¬ 
cessor. In an attempt tc display mtra- 

C arty democracy. Mrs Gandhi asked 
er party MLA's to "elect" their lead 
er. (which, m the warped parlance of 
(he party's peculiar culture, really 
meant that they pick the man of her 
choice;. In a significant though covert 
display of defiance the MLAs lohbed 
the ball right back to Mrs CandhTs 


court, requesting her to ^appoinr” 
their leader. 

Mrs Gandhi's chosen one. Bhavenam 
Venkatram, has had bis hands full 
keeping his flock together. But more 
difficult has been the tesk of living 
down his “Icopoced-from-Delhi” image. 
Anjaiah as lM never (tuUe wore off 
that image. In fact, witn a misplaced 
sense of modesty he repeatedly cooed 
for the benefit of Mrs Gandhi: "1 am 
your most humble servant.” thereby 
further reinforcing his dependence on 
her. To make matters worse, as it 
were, came the selection of Venkat¬ 
ram to replace Anjaiah. Apart from his 
unimpressive- record as minister in 
Channa Reddy’s end Anjaiah's 
cabinets, Venkatram's credennals for 
the job were further suspect because 
he was an MLC and had never faced an 
eleciuraie. His elevation to the chief 
minister’s chair, therefore, has pro¬ 
vided pe<iple like NTR and the nation¬ 
al oppouiion parlies with a slick to 
beat the ruliiu party. And in 
Andhra Pradesh, the result is this 
curious brand of provirKialism. which 
1 va^ waiting to be exploited by a re¬ 
gional party like Telugu Desam. 

Among the earliest declarations 
made by NTR was that of "uniting the 
people of the state un the basis o? the 
cummon bond of ihe Telugu lan¬ 
guage ” This had a familiar ring In 
neighbouring Tamil Nadu, K V. 
Ramaswamy tlvVRj Naicker, Mpular- 
ly known to ihe Tamils as fnanrhai 
rtny^r. used the Tamil language as 
rhe lever (or one of the most signifi¬ 
cant sucio-culiurai reformist move¬ 
ments of this century EVK instilled in 
the Tamils a certain pride about the 
glories of the Tamil language and its 
'superiority* uver an Aryan language 
like Sanskrit The Tamils were told 
that they muM "defend their self- 
respect" against onslaughts Of the 
"alien” language of Sanskrit—the Jan- 

K e of the conquerors, the language 
s cxploKarive priestly class. Since 
languau is the handmaiden of cul¬ 
ture. reriyar's 'Dravidianism* was 
esteniiafly a challenge to the 'Aryan- 
ism’ of the north, to the guvernmeni at 
ihe centre and what it stood for. The 
passions that larqjuage can incite were 
amply demonstrated by the anti-Hindi 


agitation in Tamil Nadu in tha mid* 
Sutries. Even today, the mildest hint of 
the imposition of Hindi is reason 
enough for a similar display of ruffled 
sentiments. The Dravida Munnetra 
Kathagam (DMK) and the All India 
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kathagam 
(AIADMK)—both off-shoots of the 
Dravida Kashagam (DK) movement— 
vie with each other to chamoion the 


cause of the Tamil language. Today, it 
hat almost become mandatory for any 
state politician to proclaim his love for 
the Tamil languau if he wants to 
project himself as having the interests 
of the Tamils at heart. 

In neighbouring Karnataka too. the 
Gokak Committee’s repuri demands, 
among other things, primacy to Kanna¬ 
da as the first language in the state's 
schools. The agitation that rocked Kar¬ 
nataka recemfy forced the Gundu Rag 

S overnment to concede to some of the 
emands and adopt a new three- 
language formula. Kannada is now a 
compulsory subject in >»chool$, up to 
the level of matriculation. 

It is against this backdrop that the 
formation of Telugu Desam (with its 
inherent linguistic chauvinism) be¬ 
comes signiftcam. And theoretically at 
least, there is no reason why the 
Telugu language could not become a 
poienr rallying point for the people of 
Andhra Pradesn. As against the de¬ 
mand for a separate state for the 
Telugus of the Telangana regiuri. in 
the late .Sixties, or a similar demand of 
the people of the Andhra region, 
NTR’s bid to unite the people under a 
common umbrella called language cer¬ 
tainly seems far less pernicious 
In his overenthusiasm, NTK has ac¬ 
cused the state leaders of ”bartering 
away ihe interest of the Telugus for 
personal ends,* In a sweeping state¬ 
ment he also implied that the state's 
celebreted ex-chief minister, Tangu- 
luri Prekasam, hqd sold out Andhra's 
interests, tu the neighbouring slates, 
and he branded Prakasam a "traitor.” 
The statement drew sharp comments 
from various quarters. The state fi¬ 
nance minister, Kona Prabhiikar Kao, 
was especially severe: "This political 
midget must realise that ctores of 
TeluKus hold in the highest esteem 
'Andhra Kesari' Prakasam, whose spir- 


The mMtiy avaiars (>/ STF Ponrdyiiig ilrom Mi to the mytholo/lkiit iharacters of BhjiSH, DuryoJhana. 

Shrva and Keechaka . . 





it iind ni9cni(u<}« of self sdcriftce ahd 
devotitm tn the (Ou«>e of the people is 
in uttei ronrra^t to hi^ (NTP'm oppor 
luni'in^ Jiid lifestyle." 

NTR had nbvinuslv inuched ^ ran 
netve and he later tried to ''expUm'' 
that he had meant riu offence to ihe 
much revered first chief minister of 
the srate In a hid to make amends for 
his indiscretion^ NTK made yet 
another (mix pas by "demanding" (h;»i 
a postage stamp be issued to trim 
memorato Tanguiuri Prakasam 
(Obviously. M’R was ignotant of the 
fact that such a stamp had already 
been issued ten years ago during the 
Frakasam birth centenaiv Lclehi.i 
tions!) 

JudAiiiK by his publu sCoh nionis 
and presx conferences so lor. S1K 
seems poll tic ally incredibly n.iive One 
of his bluest handicaps i«. i»t ^iiuisc, 
that he has had little <ic no politual 
grooming. In ihsr respect he is in 
sharp contrast to MOK and Sisaji 
<>anesan. Innh ot whom were specifi 
cally chosen bv Penyar, to spread the 
messjKc* Ilf ’Uravidiantsm* through 
their films. To support them were 
story writers and lyricists like C N 
Anna Dim ai and M Karunenidhi Siva 
ji. afici' vutno lime broke away from 
thei)K to join Kaniiiraj and the Con 
gross 

Since (ibM'ivers haw already bi'en 
comparing NTR with MCH. n tt> wurth 
recalling the rea?iuns fur the lailet’x 
success, both a$ a filmstar and as a 
politician MCR the filmstar's meta* 
morpho»is into MGR the puluician is a 
fascinating saga of how >< vuene 
cultural movement, wuh the help of an 
individual, expluited the medium nf 
cinema tn 'talk* to the masses. (It is.a 
different matter that it later degener* 
ated into a personality cult.i In his 
films. MGR was the champion of the 
industrial proletariat, leading them to 
nomviolent strikes (more often lhan 
not he would singlehandedly confront 
the capitalist exploiter), he successful* 
ly agitated for the landless labourer 
and liberated fishermen from the yoke 
of oppressive bosses, he saved the 
modesty of women In the nick of time; 
he respected his mother and^most 
imporunt—the Tamil language The 
Cefluluid legend was further retn* 
forced off'Sereen MGR's personal 
lifestyle was projected as .Spartan, his 
eenerosity with his hlack money had a 
fairy tale quality about it. Needless to 
say, the contrast between the MGR on 
screen and the MGR on the chief 
minister's chair has been glaring. The 
simplistic solutions he had for various 
socio'political issuer on screen, natur* 
ally cut little ice in the big. bad world 
of politics and ^vernmeni Despite 
this, whatever else Mr Karunanidhi 
and others may say. MGR's hold over 
the people of hix state remains, by and 
large, unaffected. 

N T. Rama RaoS celluloid charisma 
in Andhra Pradesh is a product of 
a similar, although nut as carefully 
thought out, brand of dream selling. 
The DiiR difference is that, while 
MGR was specifically groomed for the 


role he performs today, NTH'S political 
ambition has been inspired by ihe 
MGR succ«s.s story («ee inrervjew). tn 
terms f»f fan following, N’TR does not 
lag far behind MGR His popubnty in 
mythulugkal films is phenomenal. Kis 
fans almost believe that he is indeed 
the reiiiLarnation of the Gods he pur* 
trays The people of a certain village 
near Rajmundry actually installed 
NTK's idol ac the presiding deity of a 
temple* He has been a tremendous 
b<ik<if]ice success in roles of ordinary 
ouataK i«hi. Bur lo many people in 
Andhra Fradc*>h. N1'K stilf remains an 
js.nar ut ih<* Hindu Gncls 

(hie id tiu* m.ijor drawbacks NTK's 
Tclugu lH'v.ini will have to contend 
mill IS ihv a<iu$aiiun ihat it is a 
cjsuisi p.irlv Ml C. Venkatswamy, 
minisU'r tor labour and civil supplies, 
was quivk li# label Telugu Desam as 
'K.imma Desam "The reference is to 
iht* Kjmma caste which NTR belongs 
to and which IS an economic ally p<iwer 
fill group in ihe stale. 

4 However, pnhttcal power has. more 
alien than not. been with rhe Reddys ) 
The Telugu film industry too is said to 
he m the hands of the Kamma com¬ 
munity. with four of the top heroes^ 
N T Rama Ran, A. Nagesnwar Ran. 
Kiishiiaaod Shoban Eabii belonging to 
It The other departments nf the nlm 
iiidosity al'.i have a strong Kamma 
influence Further, amoAg the earliest 
<M VC tors tn the Tehigu Desam. Nande* 
U Rhackar Ra'>—the number two in 
the party now—is j Kamma too. NTR 
will therefore have a tough time living 
down the casteist image his pany is 
lieing given. 

The formation of Telugu Desam hat 
come as a blow to the non Congrvssd) 
parlies in the state. A tricky situation 
arises for the ojffMS it ion parties which, 
till now, had a reasonable chance of 
cashing in on the growing disencharjt- 
ment with the Congress (f) rule. Since 
NTR has made it obvious that he has 
his eyes set on ihe chief minisiership, 
his party perforce has to contest at 
least 200 of the 29S Assembly seats 
This rules out the chance of the other 
parties opposed to the Congressfl) in 
ihc state forming a front with Telugu 
Dv&ain. After all their efforts in under¬ 
mining the credibility of the ruling 
party, they will not give away 200 
.seats to Telugu Desam without a fight 
acid split the rest among themselves. 
Therefore, the most liaely outcome 
would be triangular contests between 
the CongressfI).Telugu Desam and a 
united front of the national opposition 

e es. In such an eventuality, Che 
;st gainer would be the Congres- 
s(l>. As one noQ-Coflgress(I) MLA (who 
wished to be aiwnywous because of a 
NTR in iiis/avounVende of Sn JCruhoe 
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remote chance of his party aligning 
itself with Telugu Desam) succinctly 
put it: "NTR's party will be made up of 
disgruntled elements (rom ruling par¬ 
ty, of people who have failed to secure 
tickets. And these are the type of 
people who will be the first to defect 
again if the Congress(I) or any other 
party can form a government on its 
own. The mass defections witnessed in 
197S will, in all probability, be repe¬ 
ated if no single party or front comes 
up with a majority. And that is most 
likely because, judging by NTR's in- 
tentjonv, three-cornered contests lock 
ineviceble." 

Mr Jeyapal Reddy, the articulate 
and well.informed Janata Farty MI.A 
from Mehboobnagar. makes some in- 
reresting ubservation^ io prove that 
there has hveii u steady erosion in the 
ruling party's (and hence. Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi's) crediliility in the state. 

Says Reddy; "Oae way of looking at it 
would he to go hy the figures of 
percentage of popular vote. Mtween 
1971—the year Mrs Gandhi thumped 
her way to victory in AP—and now. 
there has been a stendy decline in-the 
percentaM of her popular vote or 
votes polled by her party. In Andfuu 
FraJesh, time was when Mis (iHndhi 
secured as high as 56 per cent votes 
while, even thnugh her parry camo to 
piiwer in other states, the popular vote 
percentage was relatively low (M per 
cent in uPj. I consider the popular 
vote percentage a better indicator of a 
rty's base rather than only the num* 
r of seats it has won. 

"The high percentage she enjoyed in 
Andhra rradevh until recently re¬ 
flected two things: One, the base her 
party had io the state and two, the fact 
that the opposition parties were a 
divided lot. After 19S0, one has 
noticed a remarkable drop in the per¬ 
centage of popular vote her party 
earned. In the ChJrala (Frakasam dis¬ 
trict) Assembly .byelection, the Con- 
gres^l) lost to the Janata Party candi¬ 
date by over 20,000 votes. The popular 
vote in favour of the ruling party 
dropped from S6 to 31 per cent. In the 
SIX Assembly byelections that fol¬ 
lowed. opposition perties exgregated 
1,80,000 votes as against 1,90,000 pol¬ 
led by the Congressd). This represents 
a further drop in that parly's popular 
vote. In the municipal elections in 
Vijayawada and Vizaa, the ruling par¬ 
ly fared miserably and its popular vote 
plummeted to an all time low of 21 per 
cent. Mrs Gandhi’s charisma in the 
state has indeed suffered tremendous 
erosion and the national opposition 
parties have been harbouring a 
reasonable hope of defeating the ^n* 
gressd) io the ne:^ election." 

It IS in this context chat the birch uf 
NTR's Telugu Desam becomes signifi¬ 
cant and looks cioable of adding a 
new dimension to AP politics and the 
state Assembly elections scheduled for 
Febniiiv 1983. While It teems un¬ 
reasonable to expect that it will come 
to power on its own steam, the chances 
are it will cut into MMsJtlon votes, 
Bui as in the world or films, anytliloi 
can happen. 
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‘We have a very corrupt 
state government’ 

N. T. Rama Rao tells SUNDAY 


The Ramukrishnit Cine Studio 

was. until rei:enilv. Hyder 

Hbad's best known film lactory. Olf ir.t 
assembly iine rolled rneUidramdttc 
block-busters, nuir/}/y starring its prop 
rierot, S. T Ramj Han iSTHt. The 
building, wAirh houses two 
floors, the laboratory and the Imng 
Quarters of the studui staff, is singular 
fy uifje^thetiv. Some ot the wall* prob¬ 
ably huvvn^t seen a paint since 

they were first cinistriii.ted some eight 
years .igo. Compared to the studio.< in 
Modi.is. looks like a ruriditwp 

shed But ihi^ srudi» ton has done what 
the Madras studio did—given their 
UAte a filmstar runted To 

day. with Its proprietor changing pro¬ 
fessions. \he (>nce studio has 

hared its sviil. as it were, to the 
Its new found status as the hcadituar 
ter9 Ilf NTH's Telugu iJesam Hatty i< 
rioH' altiucling to its gates hundivds. 
even thousands, of >t,irry-eved youngs¬ 
ters. ciinous village folk. kJi^dt c/jff 
aspiring miwer-seekers and the silk- 
clud estanliihed power brokers 
The interview had been fixed for 
Mtv.vii pm that day. UV were token 
insole the studio and an aide opened 
STH'i ihjmber dooi wrfh great rever¬ 
ence there, in a diaphanous, 

silk Uhiifi kuru and seated on a thick 
mattress at the far end of the w 
tangutar cuhnte. i^o.s xAe man who has 
hit recvtii headlines—NTH The other 
easily idenitfuihle f.'tco in the room 
was th.rt of N. Bhask.'ir Rao. who had 
been a minister in both Chanita Hed 
dy's as well <k .4/jjafdh’A cabinets be 
fore going iiitn rAe wilder 

ness. Bhaskiir Hao wa.s among the 
enrhesf Congress (I i leaders to join the 
NTH bandwagon, and he is said to be 
the real brain behind Telugu Desam. 
Seeing him seated there on a dhurie in 
front fd the imposing figure of NTH. 
the image of Lord Canesha and his 
vahanam rv’eftjc/e), the rat, flashed to 
one's mind. Interestingly, it was Bha^- 
kar Hao who in5/$ted'(nar before the 
mreri'jetv, we submit our questions tv 
h im for advice. Then, to our surprise, 
NTR arbitrarily cancelled the inter¬ 
view just as we were about to begin. 
>fo>*wer, he did talk the next morning 
ar seven Excerpts' 


: When exactly did you de- 
m B cide ro enter ^Vmesf 
■ m A: For how long can on* 
bo a siloni fjwotaior lo the 
iniuMica bcLBi heaped on 
our people? I had been toyin| with the 
idea of doing ioBaihin| to help the 
auifehnf mattes of my stale for quite 



I have tremendous admira¬ 
tion for Mr M. G. 
Ramachandran. I consider 
him as my elder brother. 
He has been the source of 
inspiration for me. 


some time bui I was noi sure how to do 
II. N(K I cannot say (hat it was a sudden 
decision ro enter poliijcs. Everything 
has a Tima, which Cod sats, for each 
individual. In my case the lime had 
come on 21 March when I announced 
my decision lo enter public life. I had 
reached a stage when I could no longer 
tolerate my pMple's sufferings, the 
manner in which (he people of this 
great slate have very d^iberately and 
calculatedly been ignored by (be gov* 
emmeni at the centre, the way the 
natural resources of this slate have 
either been underutilised or have 
been diverted to other states to serve 
political cods. Further, we have i very 
corrupt state government which is tah* 
ing our people for granted. We have a 
stale uverruneni which is ineffidaot 
and which depends on people sfttiag in 
Delhi to decide metters coocemiiig the 
state. I have persoMlIy felt strongly 
ebout this state of eftain from time to 

‘ M 


time. Only, ihe iime was noi ripe for 
me to enter public life Now it is. 

Q: You do not necessarily have to 
enter party politics to fight for yvur 
people, do you? 

A: I do not agree with you. It till 
depends on how you plan io use the 
power given to you hy the pen pie. I 
leel (hat the path 1 have chosen is ihe 
best way I can serve the people of my 
state. I am entering politics lui nviiher 
fame nor money. I nave hnrh. hv 

K ace. But I believe that I can serve 
e people of my state bv stjtiina e 
pariy that is m tune with their uims 
and aspirations, a party which will 
instil in them a sense of M‘fl lespccl. 
which will guard IheK inii>roHl>> 
against rho«>i* of other vesii <: est 

both inside and outsidt ihr >i.iu . a 
party which will speak eg.iinsi irnus 
(ice of any kind. We need a MruiiK 
centra! guvernmeni hut wr also ik t^il ;i 
strong provincial governmeni \Vh.«r 
has betm happening so fat is rhoi 
peupth sitting in Delhi dkfure what is 
good and wnai is not goori r«ir this 
state. That is precisely whv i lungs arc 
so bad. The rich are becoming pour 
and the poxir are becoming pouter If 
my party comes to power, we will see 
that this does not happen Mureuver, a 
regional party necessarily futusrv all 
its anention on the province, unlike 
national parties in the state which are 
subject to pulls and pressure^ from 
outside. Look at what MCR has been 
able to dn for the people of Tamil 
Nadu. The AIADMK is a remunal pariv 
and yet it has friendly relations with 
the centre without sacrificing the in¬ 
terests of the Tamils The example set 
MGR has made me choose the path 
seeking (be power from the people 
of my stare. 

Q: You arv being compared to 
MgR. but unlike him you have no 
political background. You will have to 
start from scratch. Do you see it as a 
handicap? 

A: 1 have tremendous admiration for 
bfr M. G. Ramachandran. 1 coQsidar 
him aa my elder brother. He has been 
the source of inspiration for me. It was 
the way he, u a top filmstar, sacrificed 
his film career to serve his people that 
ca^e me think along his lines. You 
can say he is mv idoTin that respect. 
His success as chief minisief of Tamil 
Nadu, the way he retained the love 
and reepect of hli people after giviRg 
up hia film careor tad the way he baa 
fought for tho Ugliiaate rights of the 
Temila, has mode him immortal. As for 
my leek of p^tica) backgrmmd, my 
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Ktr^ngth with my people. It is the start the petty only to contest the snap 
love they showere^T on me and the polls. 

support they gave me that has made Q: Which mtaos that ^¥en if Afrs 
me whet I am today. My success as a Candhi suddaniy changes her oiind 
filmstar is in iisel? a good basis to and orders a snap pou in the stare 
begin a pciJitkal career. tomorrow, tha Tetugu Desam wiU not 

Q: Juxt because you are a successful contest the e/ectioodr? 
filmstar, does it mean that people will A: I did not say (hat, it the polls are 
extend the same .vupport to your poti- announced iwnorrow. of course we 
rivs? will contest them Without contesting 

A: Whv not? I am confident that I elections* how can we achieve our 
will be able to win them over with my end ? 

honesty of purpose, rey integrity and ' Q: What if you are unsuccessful in 
my wen known dedication to the cause the elecriocs ? 

I take up. Until recently it was films. A'. I am nut worried about whether 
now it is politics. 1 have changed my we are successful or not. My prime 
profession bur my hard work and interest is to work for the people uf mv 
sincerity is intact. The fact is that state. Success will come on its own, 
people in this state are fed up with our O' Vou have aboirt ten mofirhs lo gu 
corrupt pohikians and (hat is why the bet ora the state is cch^fufcnf lu go to 
gnud name I have earned all there rhe polls in the norma! course. K vm 
years will help me even if 1 du noi have do nor get rhe requisite matortty, will 
any previous eaperience in politics, your party share power with others 
You will agree that starting with a and form a coalition fgorernmeni? Saw 
clean slate is better than having a with rhe Congressti) if tt comes 
soiled politkal reputation. No. 1 do not that? 

think 1 am handicapped. A' We can talk about that after ihe 

Q: MOR used his films to proyect a results Whv talk about it now? 

e arncular ptr>unel image afon^g.srde Q: Oo you foresee a masMve exodus 
IS bland of socialism and Oravidian- from the Ccmgresvcfl in the statern the 
ism. For axample. ha would never be near future? 

set'ri smoking or drinking on screen A: 1 am not inieresied in whether 
(and oft It loit) lest it spoil his image, this m’an or that man from this party ur 
Have you conseiously projeeted any that party is going to join my party 
partivular /mage in your 300~odd We want really sincere people who 
filma? believe in the ideals of Telugu Desam. 

A; No. All I can sav is that I never Yet. we will filter them and weed out 
played the role of a villain in any of my the opportunists and sell seekets. And 
nlm«. Nor have I played the role ^ once we organise our base, the unde* 
Narada in any of my mytholngicali i sirable elements will have no scope in 
have smoked and played a drunkard in our party. Our party leaders will be 
my lilmn jf the role demanded ii But elected from tha base«*from ihe vil* 
off screen I am a teetoiaJler and a 
non-smoker. 

As a former co//eegue. has MGR 
congratulated you on your entry into 
politics? 

A: No. 

Q. Have you at any time seriously 
analysed the reasons for yovr 
tremendous popularity as a filmstar? 

A: AU I can say is thdt my approach 
to my profession, > 1 ^ devotion, my 
honcMv and the hardWokk that [ have 
put in have contributed to iny success. 

I also believe in GodaM the power of 
his work When 1 started out oo my 
career in 1947.1 started like any other 
person. L. V. Prasad was iiuirumental 
in introducing me to films and otie of 
the things he told me was that, apart 
from talent, one needed luck. I sup* 
pose I have had my share of it. 

Q- Rut what about the fact that you 
have played godly characters? Mtu nor 
that contributed to your popularity? 

At But what do you have to say about 
the success of many of my non* 
mytholofical flbnt? It m not as though 
only my Puranic roles have been sue* 
cesstul. i have pleyed a variety of roles 
in the course of my career. 

Q: A/e you dx.seMMihred ther after 
the inihal hopes, the irate xs not lik^ 
to have a snap poll? 

A: We are net mraresred in the snap 
poll#. We are interestad in working 
with aM for oar peopla and building 
our IWVy irreipeccive of whedwr 
uera it a «Mp pell or not. Wi ^ideet 


Suppose we hear aNegd' 
trons that one of our party 
memp6rs...i8 corrupt. We 
will ask him to appear be¬ 
fore the citizens of his con¬ 
stituency aod they will hold 
an offin tnaf. 


lage level, to the xeiuka level, to the 
district level, to the staremand there* 
by ensure that only the truly elected 
representatives of ihe people become 
leaders in our party. Tbe leaders of 
o ur party w il I nut be i h u rsi on the *ra nk 
and file: thev will have to work their 
way up and only the sincere and 
honc«t elements will make iiNto the 
(op Unlike (he present setup of par* 
ties where candidates are planted 
from the (op. 

Q: You have talked about "bringin$ 
bet ora the people ** rhe errant repre* 
vt'/Txaxives rt> artsHer fexr rheir acn of 
uxntvsion and cwtimtssion. Do you reel- 
ly think this is feasible and as simple 
us you make it nur tu be? 

AI Certainly Suppose tomorrow we 
hear allegations that one of our party 
members, representing ■ particular 
tuii^iiiuency, iscorr^pt. We will ask 
liitn to appeal before the citiieiis of his 
omstiiuen^ and they will hold an 
open trial. The i epi unemative in ques* 
lion will have to defend himself l>efor« 
ilie very people who elected him. boci* 
vly IS mure powerful than many other 
things and if the leader is declared 
cornipt, he will be out to shame by the 
very people who placed their faith in 
him end elected nim. This system of 
public exposuie makes him account* 
able and (nai itself is a good deterrent 
against misconduct. 

Q: How exactly do you propose to go 
about serving the people?" 

A: Please read our party's man* 

ifesto. 

Q. Well, n ti'jJt like the manifesto 
of anv (‘(her /Kirxy. 

A: We will be diffejent. We will put 
jntu practice* our ideals. Our bask aim 
IS 10 uniiv the people of the .stale. This 
Und. where tliv Telugus live, .should 
actually be called 'Telugu Desam’ or 
•Telugu Nadu*—ihc bind uf the Telu* 
guv Andhra is only m nai t of the whole 
state and eulhng tnts great Slate 
Andhra Pradesh Is very restrinivc. 
This IS the land of the Telugu speaking 
people and the Telugu language 
should sen'e as a undying force ne 
wdl strive (o see that t)te divisive' 
lendeiicies—we poid a heavy price for 
agitation^ like Jxi Tolangaiia and Jui 
Andhia~aio curbed Ue will work 
towards the uplift of all *< 1 * 1 ’rtons of 
society and we will eiiMuc that the 
resources of the slate urv used for the 
direct benefit uf the people ul ou( 
state and not laken away hy others 
Q: You are said lo be cUnc 10 rUief 
minister Bhavanam Venkatrarn .. 

A* bo what’ Personal frjondshoi.s 
and enmities do not come in the way ot 
political beliefs 

Q. }'our soff-x/T-iaii, Mr CluiruirH 
Babu NjuJu. St 7ninr>xer in she pi v- 
sent government. Will he be joining 
your parry ^ 

A: Just because he is my 8cm*in law. 
drvs II mean thai he dues not have a 
mind ol his own^ In any case, you are 
asking this quvstiOD to the wrung 
person 

Q: Is your dvci.sxoxi ro i^uii' films 
final? 

A: Yos, from now on it will be (otal 
dedication (o the cause of my people. 
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Breaking Saudi barriers 

SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA reports on a successful mission 

undertaken by Mrs Gandhi 

I dui«b*d hM vietved with cort* Pikistin h«i been RTins to projeci codenie^ ti&nd .which muit be jerrliii 
cem the etnotphere of cordiality Itaelf primarily i< a freawoe Kate of (o Waihlafton. 
which pervadM Riyadh during the Cull ration, and not ai'a part of When diaciuiini Affbaniatan. India 
Prima Minittar Mrs Indira Can- the Indian lubcontinant, to aam lym- stood by its oft*repaatad position thai 
dhi's visit 10 (ha oii'rich kintdom patby and support aaalnst looia in the foraifn troops should ba withdrawn 
of Saudi Arabia. Tha visit, which was Arab world. pMcularly lo Saudi An* frotn Afghan soil. But the way tha 
planned suddenly by tha Prima Minis* bla. This sicwicani statement in tha rcfaranct to the AlahanUtan aituation 
tar's office last month, has paid rich tinh perm of the joint communi^ua, was made in the Jomt communique, it 
dividends and India and Saudi Arabia which links India with tba Culf retion. aeamad as if avan tha Saudis had 
seem to be ambarking on an antiraly is the major setback to PakUtant di* * daeldad to Mft*ptdal (hair antl-SovUt 
new phase in their rasMCtlva foreign plomatk efforts againK this country, line. The comauniqua said. "Notiag 
policies. Tha major gain of tha PH*i with grata concern tha situation is 

visit has not bean economic but politic* Over the past two years, efforts had Afghanistan, tha two sides caUad for I 

al. Yes. on the economic front India bean made to improve ties with Saudi just and comprebansivt settlement of 
has struck a faw deals which are Arabia. But thara ware too nanv areas the question on the basis of tha with- 
advantageous to us. but the political of mutual suspicion. Pakistan's oro* drawal of all foreign troops, strict 
aspect m tha visit far surpasses tha ilmi^ to Sau« Arabia was tha main obsarvanca of the principles of non* 
Konomic gains. stumbling block. And tha Saudis were intervention and non*intanarenca. the 

suieicieutal India not only on account fulj respect for the ladapandanca. 
To Pakistan's chagrin, tha joint com* of Pakistan but also banuse Saudi sovartignty, territorial iotagrity, non* 
munloua issued at the conclusion of Arabia, being a monarchy and an*Isla- aligned status of Afghanistan and its 
the vtiit says that (niia and Saudi mic state, la rabidly ami comaunin. In mambarship of .the OrganUation M 
Arabia recognise tha "Kibiliiy and Saudi eima* till racanily. India was a Islamic Conference." Tna vary fact 
security of tha Gulf region and that of *atooga* as tha USSR, and due to its that tha USSR was not OMntionad by 
the Inqian subcontinent ware closely •nti<ommuniit stance, Saudi Arabia name Is certainly a dapanura from the 
initrlinked.” This is a major saibacn has been a close ally of tha USA. foreign policy of an anti*Sovtat coun* 
for Pakistan, which has so lar bean During this visit, not only did India try like Saudi Arabia, 
asserting its closanais with Saudi Are* datnonstnta that it was not dependant While making tha above dapanura. 
bla on the basis of pan*ls]amic unity, on Russia, the Saudis cook an urrpre* which must be jarripg to tha Amar* 

Mrs tndir§ Gsndhi with FTin <4 F$hd durioa her recent mir tc Saudi Arabia barter ra/arion* 



























*l prepared the ground 
for the talks’ 


Cs K. Jafter Shartef. minister of state for railways letis Sunoav 


g * Yeti wen sent to Seudi 
* Arabia as the leader of the 
$n<e team of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's vj^fr Wtisi was the reason for 
yoo being chosen for this parrtculv 
job? 

A: 1 had viaiied Svudi Arabia 
twice oatora. In 1980,1 led the Haj 
goodwill deletaMori. I am very 
inendly with the Saudi Ambassa¬ 
dor and other Ambassadors of rhe 
Middle East countries. It was neces< 
lary for someone to go in advance, 
to probe and study and to prepare 
the ground for the talks. 

Q: Dunrtgf rhe i9B0 vtm did you 
meet any po/rricxens in Saudi 
Arabia? 

A Yes, 1 had the opportunity to 
have an audience with King Khalid 


ung K 

and rhe other members of nis 


gov 


tmment as well as the Governor of 
Mecca and other prominent Saudi 
Arabian leaders 

y As leader of Haj delegation 
you confine your ahcussions to 
the purview of the Haj commtttee 
or aid you also discuss other mat¬ 
ters? 

A: No. I did not confine my dis¬ 
cussion to merely the religious 
aspect as the Haj or the Waqf. 1 
went beyond that to express mv 
views on certain basic issues which 
I fell in my wisdom were necessary 
to clear some misunderstandings. 
For instance, the feeling was as 1 
could gather in Saudi Arabia, chat 
they had some feelings that we are 
pro'Russisu there is Russian influ' 
ence on us and that we are playing 
in the hands of the Russians. 

Q: What was the ground work 
done bv you (his year in the three 
days that you were there before 
Mrs Gandhi went to Saudi Arabia? 

A: In fact I mer some of the 
people who matter with the ruling 
tamily as well as leading business¬ 
men and industrialists. 1 also met 
the Indians living there, this gave 
us an idea of what we should dis¬ 
cuss. The secretaries accompanying 
me had meetings with their coun¬ 
terparts there to explore the possi¬ 
bilities and the areas of coopera 
Cion where we could have a dia¬ 
logue. 

Q. What are the areas of coopera 

tion? 

A: In agriciiiture, industry and 
construction. 

Q: Spectfically, in which field Is 
Saudi Arabia interested in cooper¬ 
ating with India? 

A: Jn fact Saudi Arabia ia io* 
terested in investing in the cement 


industry in India. The produce can 
not only be used by^us for our 
domestic purposes but also for ex¬ 
port. 

Q. Wbat was tha hi^tght of tha 
visit of rhe Frime Muitster? I am 
asking (his because this was the 
first visir of an indian Frime Minis- 
term26yeai% Wert tndo-Pakistan 
relations discussed during the 
raiks.’ 

A: No. I don't think any specific 
discussion took place. I don't know 
what happened when the Prime 
Minister had a separate discussion 
with Prince Fahd. Nevertheless, as 
far as we are concerned, when we 
discussed the regional issues, I 
think Pakistan certainly has b^n 
taken into account. 

X ' Well, / wanr to know if India- 
istan ties figured in the talks 
because of the special relations 
which Pakistan has with Saudi 
Arabia. 

A: There was enthusiasm all 
around despite the fact that other 
foreiv dignitaries were on visit to 
Sawm Arabia at the same time as 
our visit. Rut the entire ruling fami¬ 
ly devoted most of their time to our 
nime Minister and the 
Indian delegation was uven a lot of 
importance. This clearly shows (hat 
whatever may be (heir relationship 
with Pakistan and others they have 
a special anacbment with Intua and 
th^ want to come closer to India. 
They have demonstrated that in no 
way do they have any mental re¬ 
servation about having closer ties 

t; HTiiie yea were playing the 
> of a *'de-facto foreign mintster" 
during (bis nsj(. d/d you do some 
work for (be niifways or did the 
railways not figure to the talks at 
all? 

A: Definitely. 1 had talks about 
railways. The Saudi Development 
Fund has shown interest in invest¬ 
ing in India for our railway projects 
as electrification and even for 
construction of new lines and other 
viable projects. We can go there 
with our projects and get finance. 
They have also got an ambitious 
plan to have a nenvork of railways 
in their own country where we can 
certainly participate an their de 
velopment work. 

0: How much money are they 
ofwing for railways? . 

A; It IS not the money. It depends 
upon the project. They have sal^ 
yM coow with projects aad we will 
consider them for financing from 
the Saudi Devclopmeot Fu^. 


J;. 


significant change from thair former 
stance. The joint communique, with¬ 
out referring to either the Diego Gar¬ 
cia base ur ^e presence of the Soviet 
ships in the Indian Ckean. says: “The 
two sides noted with grave concern (he 
increasing escalation of great power 
presence m the Indian Ocean area 
against the declared wishes of the 
Uttoral and hinterland states of the 
Indian Ocean. They called on (he great 
powers to progressively reduce and 
eventually eliminate their military 
presence from the Indian Ocean. The 
(vro sides reaffirmed the need to inten¬ 
sify efforts for the speedy inmlemenca 
tion ol the declaration of me Indian 
Ocean as a tone of peace as contained 
in the 1971 UN General Assembly 
resolution on the subject.** The very 
fact that Saudi Arabia should object to 
“great power presence in tha Indian 
(xean area" is certainly a major shift 
and Mrs Gandhi's diplomacy Kas cer¬ 
tainly been successful. 

‘India's image m Saudi eyes had 
beengoing uplor-the past two years A 
large number nf Indian engineers and 
other specialists have been deputed to 
Saudi Arabia through the various 
agencies of the United Nations which 
are engaged in Saudi Arabia's 
development. A lot of skilled and 
semi-skilled Indians, too. have been 
woiking in Saudi Arabia. The perform¬ 
ance of these Indians played a slgnifi* 
cant role In changing Saudi Ariroia’s 
stance towards tnis countiy. Apart 
from oil, Saudi Arabia can otter India 
substantial loans at minimal interest 
rates from the Saudi Development 
Fund. Pakistan has so far been a major 
recipient of the Saudi Arabian 
largesse. 

Saudi Arabia is now looking to India 
for coUgboration in the field of metal¬ 
lurgy. engineering and construction. 
Thelndian railways too have attracted 
the Saudi attention. On the one hand 
India is likely to get substantial funds 
from the Saudi D^elopment Fund for 
railway electrification. On the other, 
Saudis are looking lor help from India 
to set up a good railway network in 
their country. 

But while the PM's visit to Saudi 
Arabia has certainly been a success, 
what remains unwiained is how the 
Saudi (rip of the PM was planned out 
by the rM's office without taking 
Foreign Minister P, V. Narasimha Rao 
into conhdence. Mr Rao had planned 
his Japan trip (whose date coincided 
with Mrs Gandhi's Riyadh visit) two 
months back. Suddenly Mr Rao learnt 
about Mrs Gandhi's plans. As the fore¬ 
ign minister's Japan tour could not be 
postptmed, Mrs Gandhi went to Saudi 
Arabia on a major visit accompanied 

S ' three ocher ministers, Mr Pranab 
ukherjee. Mr Xhurshid A lam Khan 
and Mr C. K. Jaffar Sharief—but not 
the foreign ministef, who certainly 
could have played a role in Riyadh. 
]nteresrln|ly, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, who 
agcompanied Mrs Gandhi, enioy^ the 
number two status at all the functions 
during the visit Saudi Arabia has a 
crown prince, after all. 
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India, Pakistan and the Saudis 



Mfi Indira Candhi. Fnixa faM, F\ru thpMty Prime Hinnttr t rit^O and \Htir aiders ii tht indo-aatiot Afadia nfr/ciej 
talks at Riyadh ditritm the tndian Phi's ¥hit 


New DtUki: If the returniu team 
from Riyadh looked jike CReahire 
€«t8 who had just had very big licka 
from a bowl of cream, they must 
have had iheir reaaons; concesiiont 
on oil, along with a few other trade 
conceuioni and lots of entente cor- 
diafee. 

The big queaiion loomlna over 
thi» significant visit was wneibtr 
the Pnjne Minister had tried to 
persMde the Saudis to dilute Pakii- 
tan's ambitions, partkularl^ in 
their nuclear prevamme. The men 
at South Block deny this. Said an 
official; "Our whole thrust with 
Pakistan is that it should be a 
bUeteral discussion; why should we 
make it trileteral... But the subject 
did coma up..." 

It certainly did come up la the 
Joint communique issued et the end 
of the Prime Minister's visit And, 
reeding between the lines will show 
it$ si^ficenci: "The rwo sides re* 
viewed developments In regard to 
the normalisation of relations be< 
tween India and Pakistan initiated 
by the two countries. They under* 
lined the Importanca of maintain* 
Ind an atmosphera conducive to 
further negotiations between India 
and Pakistan to attain the objec* 
tlves of non*aggresslon and tht non* 
use of force through mutually 
iccaptabie arrangamenti...* 

Remove the mumbo jumbo and It 
reads Ilka an endorsement of • 
treaty between India and Pakistan. 
And. accofdina to an official in the 


cause of any malafide on the Indian 
side... The Saudi Arabians were 
aware of Pakistan’s actions of 
February and Mbrch. They did not 
cloud the atmosphere by brisging 
up Jammu and Kashmir ail the 
tune..." 

What is as sUnilicant is that such 
a visit took place at all. The last 
tachange between the two coun* 
tries was os far back as in 19S6. In 
19SS, King Baud came to New Ot- 
Ihi. The following veer. Pandit 
Nehru went to Riyadh. Twenty*sU 
years is a very long break, lo the 
mid*'50's India had fairly recantly 
become independent. 

SttbUItvi The other aspect of the 


visit which seems 


aspe 

to hi 


ive made 


foreign’office, the Itudls Joined the 
Indieu in saying that the etmoe* 
pkifa hid reurea recently "net be* 


diplomets in New Delhi happy Is 
the fact that Saudi Arabia had 
recofnised. and put in orint in the 
joint communique, the fact that the 
"stability and iha securtcy of the 
Gulf ra^on and that of the Indian 
lubcootmant were closely inter* 
linked." 

Said an offidal: "This particular 
sencance makas It clear, the Saudi 
Arabians want the super powers 
out of the region. They have come 
closer to the Idea of non*alignment. 
They said that the Gulf Coopera* 
tion Council was esteblisbed to look 
after the Gulf Mcuriry The com* 
muploue says: "They riiffirmed 
that the securin and stability of the 
Cull arte U the responsibility of 
the Gulf states only, without any 
foreign Interference or interven* 
tloo.^ 

One of the cards up the sleevnof 


the visiting Indisn delegation was 
the pre lslamic ties between the 
Arabs and India. The Arabs, said an 
ofliciali never invaded Indie, ei* 
cept for Sind. "Wa want the real* 
teriion of the old culture... Pakistan 
only has religious ties with the 
Saudis. We have both religion and a 
cultural heritage in common with 
them." 

Economically. India has a long 
way to go to catch up in its relations 
wiin Saudi Arabia, as comparad 
with our effort in other Areb coun* 
tries Uka Iraq, Dubai, and Libya. 
India has oa^ six joint vamuras 
with Saudi Arabia and a total of a 
dosen prajacts involving about 40 
companies. But trida excbanges 
have been steadily growing oa* 
twain tha two countries. The 
growth rata. In fact. Is grsstar thin 
that of Pakistan'i, adds the official. 

The ocher question on most 
minds is, of course, the Islamic 
Bomb. Said an expert on this re* 
gion, "We know they (the Saudii) 
are financing it though they say 
they are not rlnandng it. Pakistan 
has told US that it doas not intand to 
produce e nuclaar weapon. So what 
are we to discuss... But why does 
everybody keep going on about 
Pakistan vis*a*vii this visit? Pakii* 
tan is a wart on India*! left chaek. 
We are not going to Saudi Arabia to 
ilk them lo remove It. If we have to 
appeal to the Saudii. it should be 
for stability in this region. We 
should take cart of our relations 
with Pakistan ourialvas" 

MADHU JAIN 






CONVERSATION 



'Our training is 


the best in 


the world' 


VJhaX is the secret behind lAF’s spectacular performances in combat? Its 
fighter pilots, explains Air Vice Marshal B. S. Sikand, AOC Jammu and 
Kashmir, In an exclusive interview to ANIL SAARI. 


How do you deftne the 
m \ oi a fighter 

I M pitot? 

# A: Truly speskins. a 
hfthter pilot in an aJven- 
luroui chap, lie is one of the Kreatest 
that you can have. In the finaS analysis 
a filter pilot is a itJadiator When he 

t rti into hin aircrafr and closes the 
ood, he is the only one out there in 
the hl|h skies Notwdy helps him. he 
fi|hti alone Of course, he may get 
help from his teammates while in 
formation but when he's actually fight* 
in| he Is really all by himself. Yet. 
despite this, filter flying is also une 
of cne most thrilling experiences man 
can have: tooming across the blue sky 
in dastling manoeuvres, t would say it 
is less of a job and more of a hobby. If 
you love flying it is the most enjoyable 
thing in the world and it is a hahhy 
that you get paid for. 


long, rigid and takes the best out of 
you. We pick up the best but. some are 
eliminated It takes three years before 
you can start calling youraelf a filter 
pilot. As you mature you gam in 
experience. Things improve mi then 
new aeroplanes come in and you have 
to adjust to them. 

<f: What is the scope of this 
adjustment that the fighter ptlot has to 
make? 

A: Bask training and experience 
remains almost the same. You have to 
adiust to the specific variations of the 
new aircraft. A fighter pilot can fly as 
long as he is in go^ basic health. 1 am 
S2 years old and l*m still flying 
fighters. Expenence comes in handy 
and comMH sates for. the tods of age. 
One can fly as long as one is capable of 
very fan reflexes. These days a fighter 


pilot flies very, very low, in hostile 
lerrein. He flies, he navigates, he looks 
out for (he enemy, he has to watch out 
for obstacles on the ground and then 
ha must find the target, aim properly, 
deliver the goods and then c<ime back 
to hU base. All this he must do himself 
in a aSKminute sortie. When he cumes 
back from one sortie he has gone 
through so much, that one can say it 
could amount to one week’s fighimg 
for a soldier in the army. 

The thrills and the hazards of fighter 
flying are the same in war and peace. 
Tne same amount of concentration is 
reouired. During war we push in 
bullets and in peace we only push in 
(he camera—we are supposed to take 
pictures when we use weapons. And of 
course, in peace nobody is firing at 
you. 


0; What makes a good fighter piht? 
A: To be ■ fighter pilot requires very 



A: To be ■ fighter pilot requires very 
fait reflexes and reactions, 
intelligence, hard work, because he 
must know his machine by studying its 
capabilities and, of course, he must 
have a sound health. I am not saying 
he should be a wrestler but he must 
hive all round good health because 
fighter flying demands a lot 
myskally. We have observed that in 
loW'levtl sorties a fighter pilot can 
1 m as much as five lbs of weight. 
That is why we have to pick the very 
b^t; as they say, the cream of the 
cream. 

Training never stops for a fighter 
pilot. Apart from basic trainiog, as ha 
goes through various stages he has to 
continually update bis knowledge. The 
seream of fighter flying keeps 
changing so fast—the speeds keep 
increasing, tactics keep changing and 
a fighter pilot must keep pace with the 
new aeroplanes. 

You know, after . World ’ War I 
(hey bepn to say (hat soon rockets 
would take over. That was a period 
when cfaey btpn making a lot of 
higb'flyirm planet but now they have 
cone back to low-flying planes and the 
fighter pilot is back. It is clear (hat be 
is indispensable In air defence. 

A filter pller's training is very 
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Q :Ho\f does hi$ vocodoo inflwnct a 
fighter pilot's persons)ity on the 
ground? 

A; A fighter unit is s very cJoeely- 
knit family with the squadron 
conmander as the elder brother of the 
family. It is so well*knit that it js 
difficult for anyone to penetrate mio 
the family You see they depend so 
much on each other in the morning 
when they are flying that afterwards, 
on ground, they tend to close in 
together. This contact pays off in the 
morning, in the evenings a fighter unit 
is somehow always together. 
Practically every day they get together 
in somehrayS house. 

There is a verv im^rtant thing I 
want to tell you about a fighter pilot's 
health requirements. We evamine our 
pilots everv morning and if something 
IS wrong fie does not fly that day. 
Fighter requires vep' 

nuurishmi food. For the last six 
months ^e government is giving 
subsidised breakfast because we 
found that everybody was not eicipg 
the required type of food. We have 
pilots from all walks of life and they 
may have responsibilittei We had to 
mane sure that they had one meal of a 
very high standard We also^ve them 
snacks in between flights. The blood- 
sugar level mqst be maintained. 

Q: What are the fevon behind the 
high standards achieved by Indian 
fighter pilots? 

A; First of all, any fighter pilot has 
to be very good at his job in order to 
survive end continue in the job, 
because fighter flviog is highly tricky. 
This it universally true. 

There are two reasons why our 


flibccr pUoa hare high uendarda. 
There Is always a silrerlining behind 
dark clouds aM we have hao several 
wars since 1947. In 1947 itself ibare 
was Kashmir, then Goa, the Chinese 
conflict and the wars with Pakistan in 
1965 and 1971. Throi^ these 
experiences we have built up the 
nudeus. Everybody has actual 
experience of war and those 
youngsters who have not taken part in 
any war have been trained by those 
wno have. The base has been made 
now and if will continue for quite some 
lime. Most western countries have 
appropriate aircraft but their pilots do 
not have actual experience of air 
battles. 

Our pilots ire second to none as they 
have proved in *65 and *71. We have 
bad an edge because of better 
motivation. T must add that our 
process of training is the best In the 
world. 

Q: How exaerfy has the lAF scored 
over the Pakistan Air Porce.^ 

A: 1 think our involvement and our 
motivation is more. In 1971 wq saw 
that their heart was not in it. They 
would come to attack our airf ieldi but 
they would attack in a half hearted 
manner. On the other band our ch»i 
went ill out, agmnst all odds. In 1971, 
the spirit was just not there in the 
Pakisuiu pilots. .They never stood up 
to us in actual fighting. , 

Q; Would you say we Have superior 
rra/n/iftf7 

A; Their morale is not as high as 
ours. We have both inherited basic 
training methods from the Royal Air 
Force. Now they have also taken 
somethin from training methods used 
in the U&k. We on our part have also 



been rrotving qdr training and have 
rakan ideas from the Soviet Air Force, 
from the RAP and •Prance and 
elsewhere which we have adopted to 
suit our requirements. We have 
developed training into a fine art. We 
have a number of institutes for 
tniniog fighter pilots, and we train a 
lot of foreigners—'both pilots and 
technicians—who come to us for 
training rather than go to Western 
countries. I think there must be three 
reasons for this: our training is as 
good, it is much cheaper and also 
because we are nonaligned. 

Q: How do you react to the propcaed 
acoujsjrfon of F'16$ by Paktataa? 

A: The F46 is e good aeroplane but 
it is not something we cannot 
counteract. I personally think we have 
nothing to fear. It is not something 
which we cannot tackle. 

We hive aeroplanes that are equal 
in performance and equipment. These 
dan the difference between aircraft li 
only a very slight one. What matters 
more is avionics in the plane. What 
counts in an aeroplane is nor speed 
alone but manoeuvrability and 
avionics, wbat we call the NAV/WA8 
(navlgaiion/weaponi system). These 
are things which count a lot in 
defining an aeroplane. The 
government has been very kind and 
wt are alweys updering our 
aeroplanes. 

The F-16 has very good avionics but 
this is a changing game. It is a fast 
procaw. Nobooy has an edge over the 
other for a long period or tine. Wa 
may have to cnange our tactics to 
counteract the T16 but we are quite 
capable of it. At far as we in the air 
force are concerned, the F-16 is not a 
terror for us to worry about. Our 
morale is in no way lower. 

Q; What role does the air forca play 
in providing air support to rha anpyr 

A: No army can move without air 
cover. To a very large extent we are 
committed to help the army: That it 
our job because it is the'army that 
aaually occupies territory. In the last 
two operations, 1 think we did a lot. 
We have aircrafu for both rotaa—to 
pmvide close support to the army and 
then we have to carry out certain 
number of sorties for air defence. 
Depending on Che situation we can 
earmark more sorties for dose stmport 
or for air defence. (Some aircraft are 
capable of undertaking both roles.) 

Q. Over the decades Ira ve standards 
in fighter flying improved in the Lif? 

A: 1 joined immediately after the 
country became independent. In those 
days we had fighter pilots who were 
flamboyant—their flying was good 
but, 1 would say, thetr technical and 
professional knowledge wes not es 
good es that of fighter pilots today. 
The fighter pilot today is a lot more 
professional. Especially after the 196S 
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JINN AH, THE LIBERAL 

By Madhu Limaya 


JInnah's concaption of Pakiatan waa of a democratic atata whara all citizana, Muallm 
and non>Muallm, would ba equal. But the man who ruled Pakiatan after him betrayed 
thli Ideal and took the country Into the quagmire of obacurantlem and dictatorship. 


P BritUh 1ndUn •rnpir*. hit 

betn driftiAf fron tht mtln 
chinnBl of modtrniir. denies 
cr«rsc dtvBlopfflBiit into ch* ttifrvBOt 

t ool* of' orfhodovy and dictarorship. 
hi$ diitorrion of tha froedom movo* 


Ikiiitn* which only a f«w dt* 
cadas aao waf part of (ha 
BritUh Indian amoira. hai 


‘hif diitorcion of (ha fraadom mova* 


ment is not confined only to Pakistan. 
Naithar India nor Baniladeah has bean 
free from these backward looking 
trandi In Pakistan this development 
has bean more* pronounced. 

The punishment Imposed on a 
Karachi couple involved In an illicit 
love affair, of stoning to death and 
whipping, dramaiically focused atren* 
tlon on the new trend. The /arwah 
issued by the muUahs of Lahore 
against the film linger Noorjehan, who 
described music as her Cod and 


melody as her praytr 
even most who wislt P< 


, hat alarmed 
akistao and its 


even those who wish Pekisteo and its 
people well. 

It is Impossible now for anyone to 
ignore the Pakistani drift that has 
l^n gathering momentum these lest 
three decades, and Ju implkations for 
tho subcontinent. 


AnfesssiMrtt 

Hlnii-Mitllm mNt 


Within • short time of the demise of 
UohaDimed All Jlnnah, the founder of 
Pakistan, the ruling clasaas ^ the new 
atata began to move away from the 

t iaantlir prlncipiaa laid mwd by its 
lunder for tha building up of the oaw 
ttace. Jinnah was amoni the moat 
wastemisad politicians or undivided 
India and was brought up on the 
traditions of ninareanm century liber* 
il democracy. Ha spent his early youth 
in England readlDg for his law ta* 
tmination and was profoundly 
■ffactad by tho aacendant doctrines of 
Gladstorte and Morley. 

Upon hie return to India he came 
under the Influence of ihet grand old 
man, Dadabhai Naoroji. a liberal of 
impeccable credanclaU. Ha even work* 
ed as NaoroJl’i privete secretary for 
some time. Jinnah was also imwaaaed 
^ (ha axamplf of Gopal Krishna 
wokhala, a modara(a Ubtrtl and coq* 
atitut Iona list. Jinnah*! credo wu Ami* 
lir to Gokhala^S' In fact. In what faro* 
jlni Nildu hid eharactarlaad ai a 




JjwfaA.* e 'MutJim GokhaJa^f 


'*pricelaaa moment of self*revalation,* 
Jinnah said that it waa his life's ambi 


Jinnah said that it waa his life's ambi* 
non to be a "Huslim Gokhale.*' 
Jinnah was a product of westam 
ecucation and the western way of life. 
Tha waatem world began to display an 
axploiiTe dynaBian from tha fitteaoth 
centufy onwards. .Gradually it shed its 
religiosity, settled iu sectarian 9 uer* 
roll mi toe basis of coexiiteace. and 
thereafter no llali could be set to its 
expansion. Truly it embraced the 
whole globe, and had ail the old dvi* 
liaatlODs on the defensive: Bnandna, 
Islamic, Hindu end Chinese, ^a dde 
of western culture was Irrealstibla. 
There were varied reactloas: total re' 


t etion. wholesale acceptance, revival* 
B and partial acceptance, adaptation 
iod so on. The Muuim community in 


iod so on. The Muuim community in 
India could not tKape this worldwlda 
impact. Dr Khalid nio Sayeed rightly 
says that: 

"Western education created a 
chasm betwftn waatemised Uus* 
Um leaders and those who were 
steeped in Islamic theology and 
thought. Muslim society thus came 
to ba led by two rival groups of 
leadart**>orthodox rallgi^ lead- 
ars, who ware moatiy Ignoraot of 
modem aclencea and technology, 
and tha modem educeiad elasaes 
who lacked fervour and had 

only a aodding acquaintance with 
thair ralLgiofl .* LMriatan; The 
foraatfva Mesa, p 


T he aecular nationalise Ideal was a 
western importation. Jinnah was 


± western importation. Jinnah was 
an ardtot nationalist in (his non* 
denominstional sense of iha term. 
While giving evidence before the Par* 
liamencary select Conuninee in 1919. 
Jinnah was asked whether he wished 
(0 see complete elimination of politic* 
el diitinctions between Muslm and 
Hindus; hii answer was, "YeSi nothing 
will please me more when that day 
comes." (Pakistan: The Formarire 
Phase* p. 7S, and Kecent Speeches end 
Writings of Mr Jinnah, Jamlluddin 
AJuBM, Vol 1, pp. 21*22.) Right up to 
the mid'Thirtias he proudly claimed 
that he was "an Indian first and Mus* 
llm second." However, he had started 
drifting away from the Indian.Nationti 
Congress after it came to be donln* 
■teo by Mahatma Gandhi, He de* 
veloped a deep aversion for Gtndhiji't 
politics. He disliked his religiosity and 
looked with diafevour on me mixing 
up of religion and politics that char* 
ecieiiaed the Khilaftt phase of Indian 
politics. 

Jinnah had no lova for mullahs and 
mauivis who dabbled in politics. As a 
liberal, be was committaa both to the 
ideal of Individual liberty as well as 
contrltutional anion. He had shown 
extraordinary courage In resigning 
from tha Imperial Legislative Council 
as a_protPst igainit the imposition of 
the Rowlart laws. Ha left the Conmvw 
when it adopted Mahatma Gandhi's 
methods of non*cooparation and civil 
disobedianca. Raliglous rtsurganca 
among both Hindus and Muslim! and 
tha awpse of conicitutlonil politic! 

f lushed Jinnah to tha sldtlinai. In fact 
n the early Thirtla! he had migrated 
to Enilina to set up hi! praetka and 
had decided to abandon poUdea com* 
plataly. It was the prospective Imple* 
mentatiofi of new rtfarmi and insls* 
tent pleedlng of his youagar Muslim 


League coUatoe! that persuaded him 
to return to uidla. 




Even then Jinnah had not givaa up 
the Ideal of a federal govertunent for 
united Indie with limited powers and 
autonomy for the provincae, including 
residuary powers. Whan under the 
schema of proviocUl auionooff, iha 
ConpoM swept tha 1937 polu and 
formed minlsmM ia eat M 11 
provinces, MusUma wm ilaimt 

_Jj 









Thwy Ml that diesr bad btea da&iad « 
fair ihare lo the power that wae beiag 
traruftrred gradually to Indian bands. 



Jawaharkal Nehru, with bis mod* 
ernist, raiionalist and socialist outlook 
never eogld really undentand the phe* 
nooienon of reJifiosity or of minority 
consciousness. He could not realise the 
depth of feeling among the MusUna, 
the odd miature of fear and doounance 
that swayed the Indian Muslims. For 
him special safeguards or guaranteed 
mtnonty rights made no sense. He 
held that under a socialist scheme of 
thinp communal fetHa| woold dis* 
appear. Like Adam Smith and Karl 
Mira, he seemed to believe in the 
doctrine of the economic man. With 
liberals he shared the view that people 
can be trusted to act rationally, and 
will ultimately be able to pursue their 
enlfghtened self interest undistracted 
by (he pull of religious sentinent or 
other narrow, parochial considera* 
tions. Eveo ^he victory of Nasism and 
fiKism in two of the western world's 
most advanced states did not shake his 
belief in rationalism as a primary 
motive force of collective action. 

In a statement in January 1937. 
carried away by his patriotic euphoria, 
he could assert that ''the masses. Kin* 
du and Muslim, care little for (he 
communal question.* (Nehru: 
5e/ecred Works, Vol VIII. p. 122.) In 
September of the same year, alter the 
formation of Congress ministries, he 
could complaceniTy claim that "the 
Hindu Mustim ouestion is a question 
of the upper classes and not of the 
masses. Both Hindu and Muslim mas¬ 
ses are steeped in poverty which can 
be removed from both simultaneously 
and not separately " Very sensible 
this, educated Hindus thou^t But the 
Muslims thought otherwise. Within 
three years the Muslim League passed 
(he L^ore resolution' on partition, 
within eight years it swept the polls in 
the central iOuembly elections in Mus* 
lim constituencies, and repeated this 
feat in the provincial Assembly elec* 
tions held in early 194€. 

Jinnah was a sclx-opintociared politi* 
ciao. DO doubt. But tus anogance waa 
matched by Jawaharlal's egoism. 
Jawaharlii of course covered it up by 
talk about Congress ideals and prog* 
rammes. progress and socialism. And 
Jinnah equated his peraonal pride 
with the tnrarest of w Muslim c«n* 
musity. In the year of civil disobedi* 
anca Nahru described Jinneh'a four* 
teen points as ^'ridiculous." His atti* 
tuda of contempt towards the Muslim 
Laague leader never chaatad. 

Ob» author has observed that the 
"Muslim urban middle claaees saw a 
better economic and social future in a 
nation whoaa destiny they could con* 
crol than in a country in whose man* 
agtaient they would have to be coo* 
tern with the role of a Junior partner.* 
{Pukitao UBdieBhuriet Javed 
Mrtd, Mfi X> This Is very true. But 
the ufon bourgeoisie and tneef 
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Nehrv end yinnah; borh libenif, 
bui they coufdn'i see eye le eye 


ligentsia could realise their program¬ 
me because they were able to carry 
the Muslim masses by straying the 
sepgraie identity and destiny in the 
Muuims. 

Considering (he fact that the UF 
V^Muslims played a crucial role in 
the Pakistan movement. JawaharUl’s 
handling of the UP situation as.5umes 
some imponance. There appears to be 
some force in the statement that the 
Congress was not very sure about its 
electoral vicic^ in the provincial 
Assembly elections in early 1937. and 
that it was not averse to cooperation 
with the Muslim League in view of the 
importance of the Muslim minoriry in 
that province. Jawaharbl admits that 
"during the general elections in UP 
there was not much conflict between 
the Confess and (he Muslim League. 
/( was the desire of both parries to 
avoid e eenfltct as much as possible 
end to accommodare each other.'’ 
(Nehru: Selected Works. Vol 8, p. 165.) 
Nevertheless he says that "there wes 
no kind of arrangement between the 
UP Congress and the League, but • 
kind of convention developed * (/bid, 
p. 166.) The UP Mudim League had 
accept^ the Wardha programme of 
the Congress. They expect^ the Con* 
gross to fom a coition government 
and take the League’s two most impor* 
(am leaders. Nawab Mohammed 
lunail and Chaudhary Khaliquiraman, 
into die cabinet. However it so hap* 
per^ (hat the Congress secured a 
majority on its own, gpd a great reluct* 
ance dmloped witbia its leadership 
on the matter of securing the Muslim 
League's cooperation on an honour* 

“Instinctivetyl think that it is 
better to have Pakistan or 
a/most anything if only to 
keep Jinnah far away arxi 
r)ot allow his muddled and 
arrogant head from im 
taring in India's 
affairs, ’"-^awaharia! 
Nehru 


aUe basis. Jawahgriil idnlta that the 
U? Coogress loosed "pretty strict 
conditions* which viitually amounted 
to the dissolution of the uP Muslim 
League panv and their merging (hem* 
selves into the Congmi. "we decided 
(0 offer these conditions and also that 
if any condition was not screed (ck 
(hen not to come to terms with them*^ 
<f6id. pp 169*170.) The Muslim League 
not unnaturally said (hey were unable 
to accept these humiliating conditions. 
Thereafter the rwo drifted apart. In 
deep frustration, the Muslim League, 
with the UP bitterness feeding the 
antagonism, moved towards Pskistan 
end separation. 


JtoMh IWtMWS 
to aWcKy >1 ftWitw 

The fear of Hindu domination, right* 
ly or wrongly, began to haunt them; 
from that time onward Jinnah 
"grasped the strength of, as well as tha 
justification for, the forces whi^h were 

B ihermg behind the demand for a 
uslim homeland." In the Mu»im 
majority states the Muslim League did 
not then wield much influence. It won 
some seats in Bengal but none at allin 
Sind and the North West Frontier 
Province and only two seats in the 
crucial state of Punjab, of which one 
subsequently defected to the Unionist 
Party. It was at this point of time that 
Jinnah decided to give up his Jong 
cherished ideal of Hindu*Muslim uni* 
ly. He also bid goodbye to the concept 
of a "federal united India based on 
secularism or neutrality of state in 
matters of religion," and began to 
appeal to the communal sentiments 
and fears of the Muslim maues. He 
also discarded the moderation which 
had hitherto characterised his politic* 
al methods. 

The rise in the popularity of the 
Muslim League now was very rapid. 
Jinnah's personal popularity also was 

C henomenal. He was considerably 
elped in this by the persistent 
attempts of the Congress leaders to 
open talks with (he Muslim League 
with a view to reaching a settlement. 
Jinnah possessed a strong will, unim* 
peachable integrity end greet tactical 
skill. He made adroit use of the oppor* 
(unities which the Congress desire for 
accommodation presented for estab* 
Itshing his hold over the Muslim mas* 
ses. He received valuable support 
from the British bureaucracy, military 
top brass and reactionary sections 
conservative opinion in Britain. The 
beginning of tM second world war 
brought about a rift between the Con* 
'gress and the British government; it 
became (he settled policy of the Brit* 
ish government during and after the 
war to give Jinnah and his Muslim 
League the power of veto on further 
constitutional advance. 

By (he end of the Thirties Jinnah 
fioillv embraced the idem of Pakistan 
and tJtereefter constantly harped on 
his (wo*nation theory. Several British 
represeatatives In India were trying to 
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foeter this idee right from the eni 






‘Learn Kannada or get 
out of Karnataka’ 


LOUISE FERNANDES analyses the prO'Gokak 
agitation that rocked Karnataka recently 


I t n«vdr hive happened—er. 

ar leait need never have rakea on 
the hideout proportions that it 
did. But. thanks to Karnataka 
chief minister R. Cundu Kao, who 
at the beat of rimti has been known to 

K ace hia foot in his ooutii, April will 
I remembored as a month when Kar¬ 
nataka threatened to slip off the rails 
ol sanity. It was not without embar- 
rasaneor. Srirrinf the bgilinf cauldron 
of bubbling linaujitic fervour which 
clamoured for Kannada as the sole 
first language of the stete. were not 
only average politicians, whose busi* 
seas they say la to rouse t^e rabble. 
Indeed no. At the helm of the agitation 
for Kannada a( the higb*acho» level 
popularly known m Ae "pro^kak 
igliitien.” ware revered Jnaapith 
award winners, peef laureates, later* 
natlenaUy known acadomielaAs and 
BadenaUy rtcogniaed flla pereonaJJ* 
tiaa-^ thoeei who one would aatpocL 
n have understoed the dgsgors of 
Insdiog luppon to the aort of on 
which at Ital^torlcil peak acroochooi 
XaaMda or gai out of Kama* 

lui if mon ^ ift and loitan tann* 
oora^y want htywlroiwhy hUoM Oua* 
au Riof tsamioo the gonooii of the 
probloB asd m 100 I imug ohlof 


mimster who promised the world to his 
subjects in the first flush of victory 
even though he was in no position to 
deliver the goods. A background to the 
root of the ^language controversy" is 
oecessary. Till 1979, Sanskrit was in¬ 
cluded as a first lanMige in high 
schools in Karnataka sloog with Kan> 
nada, Tamil. Telugu, kArathi and 
other mother tongues. One consistent 
allegation egainst the Sanskrit 
tea^nmg at the school level wt that 
the standard was very low. Students 
generally started learning the lan¬ 
guage from the clphabets in the first 
year of high school^theeighth stan¬ 
dard—end oy the lupt they were in 
the tenth standard they were expected 
to cake an eiaainatinn. The s^deoti 
who opted for Kennedi as iHe first 
language, however, would have stu¬ 
died the language since the fine stan¬ 
dard Sanskrit Ming e difficult lan¬ 
guage it was left TO studenis to answer 

I uemoni in eltliec EogUih or Kanna- 
I. A mall eranslgtion from lioakrit 
le Bngliah or Kannada had to bo dona 
but not vte verve. The reeulf was that 
Mnikrit pacame a goldalne for 
aarki. It waa posilbla for itudaats 
taking laaskht b seen anyvdMfo 
twaen 10 to IS par cent. On tha ether 
hand, ft was Impossible a get 


to his kind of marks in Kannada or any other 
ictory language. The levels of teaching Kan* 
ion to naoa, tor instance, involved at least 
to the one encieni text, grammar, etc. As a 
sy" IS result, Sanskrit students had a 
as in- tremendous advantcke in respect of 
high ranks and. incidentaUy, in respect of 
I Kan- post-Mat nc KhoUrships based on the 
I and marks in the SSLC examination, 
isient The movement to revamp the edu- 
skrit cauonal tyetea to correct this anoraa* 
I that W had ontcial racognition when the 
dents Kannada Sahitya Parishad, at its 
! Ian- annual Mnmeitn In 197$. passed a 
I first reaoluibn demanding that the govern- 
I Stan- meni remove Sansktit from tha list of 
rre in first languages. Threa years later, the 
oeted DevaraJ Uri govemment roacud by 
dents simply removing Sanskrit from tM Hit 
first of f[rat Unguagts and rolegatlni it to a 
s stu- position whare nobody would read ii. 
Stan- gince the order ceme tn the middle of 
t Ian- tha acadaraic lenn, Sanskrit luepor- 
uwer ters ehaUenged It in the Niih Court 
anne- and got a iigv order. That wai the 
lakrit itarus guo when Cundu Rae took 
dona office la January IMO and that ii 
a that where Mr Rio made hli mistake. That 
I for waa tha time when Mr Rao was lecept* 
daats Uii felidtatloas from all and nadty 
re and was making i reputition for grgnc* 
ether ing fimrt. Stnakrli sdwlari] tiklng 
tkoae granitii of ihla, feted the CM ind. ti 


RoUoo fire fear gas ahalls la in gdWt fo eueil vMfaoei 



























pfOOh 

iM that Siiukrlt would romola oa tho 
flrtt Unfuifo list. Tboro wta do nood 
for hin to stop In for sccordfni to ilio 
High Court stay, tenskiii ittU ro* 
maiflod tho first Uoguago. 

Prodicisbly* public roaeiloa wu fu< 
rloiM. It horsms iiscoatroUa^U nftd 
the logltlaturf bontod the CM who 
puUkod 4ftd appolAtid a eoamlttoa 
of Mvtfl languagt ttachiog osporta to 
looh Into chi proUam. The eoAaJttao 
was haadad Vy Dr V K. Goliak, a 
fomor vlco<hancaUor, i unlTtrslty 
toaehar of Bn|hsh for oosi of hli Ufa. 
a rangwnod a^olar of Sanskrit and a 
wallknowD aiodam author In Kanna* 

Although tha fovammant'a tofmi of 
rafaraoca to tha eommiitaa ^vai 
Kopa for racooimandatlonsi it was 
comnon kaowladga that tha oaala-iA* 
tantion of tha gevammani was on^ to 
sairla tha lisua of Sanskrit and Xanna* 
da. Othar languagas bad not appoarad 
on tha horlion at that tlmo. and till 
than nobody had authoritatlvaly da* 
mandad that Kannada ba tha sola first 
linguaia of tha stata. Whatavar tha 
intarpratatiofl glvan to tha tarmi of 
rtfaranca, in hlndslghti tha govam* 
mant'i incantion was not to roopan tha 
iMua. In fact, if any motivai wtra 
glvan to tha composition of tha coin* 
mittaa it was that wit 1^ four out of 
lavan balrm known to b# In favour of 
Sanskrit. Cundu Xao was attampting 
to gat iha sail of approval of a commit* 
tat of axparts for hii own daclslon to 
rataJn Sanskrit as tha first languaga. 

Tha committaa's work was him 
perad at a result. At far as tha aglta* 
tors ware concarnad. tha coramitiaa 
had no business to ciKuis tha Issue 
and Dr Cokak himtalf was gharaoad in 
Hubli. Thota who damonttratod 
against him»incidentally {or at least 
torae of them / ara tha vary paopit vrho 
ara now willing to go to Jail damsnding 
that tha govarnmant accapt Dr 
Gokak’s caport in full, without avan 
changing a comma. 

Gundu Rao*t plan backfired whan 
tha raport wai publlshad in January 
19$1 Tha Gokak committaa had not 
only unsoatad Sanakrit but also mada 
Kannada tha sola first language* The 
'govarnmant recaivad tha rmrt and 
slept ovtr It. Soms people bailava thst 
they greamptad to bury It knowing Iba 
•ffact it would have on tha foalings of 
tha non>Kannadlaas who farm around 
21 par cant of tnt population in tha 
start. But not for long. The govern* 
mtnt. in its lack of wisdom, old oat 
publish tha raport and till recently 
EngUsh translations ware hard to 
coma by. At a result »diKOntan tad 
grumblings started and rhara was cri* 
licitffl In tha prata. aspecially iha 
rational prats, that Gundu Rio was 
playing for rimt to that ha could find 
ways « twisting tha rapo/i to suit his 
pro*Sanskrit friandt. In a panic agaio. 
without txaminlng iha implication of 
tha raport in all its datailt, Mr Gundu 
Rao announcod that tha Mveramant 
had tfcapta^ tha raport in toto. 

' %Sk Mm \hp cowar raaetton 



Folict watch Mphufy as people demoneersta fa the pro-GoJeak agitir/on 


prime mover, the irrotorassibla 
maverick Raiya Sabha memoer F. M. 
Khan. As the counter movamant 
Wlost tha recommend aHons of tha 
Gokak coounittae gathered moman* 
turn. Mr Gundu Rao dithered once 
agaia and, playina for time, said ha 
would consult tha lagUlators. Ho went 
on record la the Assembly Myiag that 
the govarnmant would examine the 
inpircttloni of the report OfO the 
minorities and minority languages and 
tha modalities of inpItmaotaiioA. Dr 
Gokak himself aopaars rohava studied 
the problem of tha miaorltiat ond 
their possible diffkultias of trudyina 
Kannada as the lirtt language and 
competing with students whota 
mother tongue it Kannada. He had. 
therefore, suggested a phased erog* 
ramma of impimentatfon of Kannaoa 
as tha sola tint languaga over a period 
of five years commencing freen tha 
academic year I9B1*B2 
According to this phased program* 
me. the compulsory ttachJaa m Kanna* 
da» should start in all minonty achoels 
frra tha third icaadard. By the dme 
students coma ue to tlta oighih stan¬ 
dard. they would have bean schooled 
in Kannada for fiva yatn. Dr Gokak'i 
•rgumant wu that, tgh*tavar may ba 
the mlaortty languaga of tha child 
coDCanad. ho was growing up in an 
atmeaphera aad aimrenasani which 
was pradomi&aotly Kannada and 
thwafora It would net ba difficult for 
him aftar a sebodiog of five yaan to 
acca^ tha challange of snidy^ Kan* 
nada as tha firm languaga. Tha minor* 
idM did net accm that. They con* 
tuued their egiretmi. To counter chei 
another agitation begaiwthls time 
spearheaded by the so*eaUed "intailec* 
tualC tha acadamlciana prof aoMrs^ 
film diracters, loumaUsts. etc. Tba 
agkaiioa startM in Dharmr. tha seat 
Of tba Karnataka univarsity and contra 
of Kannada culture. Acadaauciaas in 
Baagalora. IncJudlna former press 
sacmgnr to tha cbm Buniatar*V S. 
SbashagiTi Raio. started bimger stnkaa 


damandint implamaniation of tha re* 
pore. X. V.Puttappi. poet laureate and 
Jnanaplth aware wfnaer. came out 
with a very strong staiamant In favour 
of Kannada and avan gave vent to his 
angor saying that those mlnorliias who 
did not want to Itim Kannada should 
gat out of Karnataka, 

All over tha iiata thara wars 
bandba, strikes, hunger icrikas and 
arrasti. In Banaalora. matlnat idol Raj 
Kumar hlmsau cam# out M Join the 
uitators. UafortunaMy, ha added to 
the confuaion instead of >»^Vipg a 
point. (Raj Kumar fans turnad viofant 
in Bangaloro on a false rumdur that ha 
had boon arrested following hii speech 
at a public meeting. In fact, what bad 
happaoed was that ha had sought 
police protection to get out of a situa¬ 
tion which was lottma out of control 
since bli fans were fighting among 
thomsalras to gat, a glimpM of their 
idol.) There was police firing In Cbitra* 
durga in which two penons were 
killed. 

Gundu Rao could no loogar ravtln 
sltanr. Ha announcod to a toaia stita 
that his caWnat would taka a dadsien 
on tha auircar following a round of 
dlscusaloni with laglilators. On tho 
evofliini of IB April ba aanouswod the 
fovaramaDt's stand; a modlfiad three 
ranguaga formula which, fprec aha, 
saia tw Kannada would not ba tha 
solo first although it would 

ba a coapulson language. With tha 
daclslon, the cabinet thought that the 
feelings of tha Kannada agitators 
would be aefcaaed because Kannada 

bad beta meda compulsory. In itself, it 
was an uaioua ordar bacauaa none of 
tba kind dots exist Id any other ante. 

As matters stand, tM minorities 
have bean moiUflad with tha proviso 
that minority languages will also ba 
hnt languages. Pro*Mnskrit agh^^^n 
have come out of the frty millng 
because Btaikrit has bean'given 
aeco&d status along wltn Bn- 

ilish an^indi. • 


NEWS: NATIONAL 


WEST BENGAL 

Congress(l) hoodlums torture 

Congress(l) candidate 

Congress(l) youth leader takes his "revenge" 



Calcutta: The one consiituerwy in Cal torture, whkb included itabt in the 
cutta uoon which many eye< are set U side and the back. And the assailants 
Rashbenari. from where the finance are widely believed to be supporters of 
minister of the West Bengal govern* the d^ected Mr Lakshmi Kanca Bose, 
mint, the outspoken economist Or The Coagressd) in West .Benpal is 
Astaok Mitra, is contesiing. The Con- known fc^ its civil wan and bacastab* 
gress(I) was expected to make a spe* bing. but this was carrying it clearly 
cial effort to humiliate the Left Front too far. 

by defeating Dr Mitra even if it could This is what recently happened to 
nor win the state. But Dr Mitra’s Dr Hoimt Baiu, the high coounand 
chancel improved vastly when an asto nominated Congress(l) candidate. Dr 
nishiA| display of hoodlurr politics Easu who filed his nomination papers 
laid hjs Congreis(l) exponent low at to contest from the Rashbehari consri* 
the very betinning of the campaign tuency did not know till the morning 
The kashbehari constituency has of 23 April 1992 (the day before the 
been* a fiefdom of a '*youth leader" of last day of filiiu nomination papers! 
the Congress! I )i Mr Lakshmi Kanta that he was a vongresa(]> candidate. 
Bosci who in fact was the Indira Con* At around 9.30 at ni^t,on 23 April, Dr 
greu candidate for the seat in the Easu received a relepbooe call from 
1977 elections Mr Bose expected to be the WBRCC(I) president. Mr Anenda 
the cendidatc in this election too, but gopal Mukher^: ^Vr Basu, why ha* 
the Congress! I) high command, in an ven'i wi filed vour nomination paper 
apparent effort to display a cleaner yet? All the oener Congressfl) candi* 
image in this election, refused to give daces have filed their Mpers and we 
him the nomination and instead chose are waiting for you." The phone call 
a gentleman called Hoimi Basu, much stunned Dr Basu. Said ha: **! don't 
to the surprise of everyone including know Anandababu. 1 have heard of 
Mr Basu himself. Mr Basu is a doctor himasalaadarofthaConjpess^Dbutl 
by profession, and while he is a re* don't know him personally.” 
spected man and known Congress(ll The next momii^ on 24 Apnl, ab- 
sympathisar, he is hardly the stuff of out 7$ Coogressfl) volunteers and 
which Co'ngressdl candidates are activisu visited Dr Basu at his 49 B, 

t enerally made. Just 24 hours after he Hasra Road residence to escort him to 
ad filed his nomination. Dr Hoimi the t^ke where the nomination pap* 
Basu was the victim of unspeakable ers were being filed. Recalling the 

Dr ffotmr B$sv shows his wounds to reporters 


incident, Dr Basu said: "1 did not have 
the money for filing the papers. All the 
boys who had turned up to accompany 
me donated the Rs 2S0 needed. Only 
than could t fill in my forms and file 
my papers.” 

Then an incident occurred which 
struck Dr Basu as strange Lakshmi 
Kanta Bose, a Congressfl) general 
secretary who hat been contesting 
from the Rashbahari constituency was 
also there in the office, Ha spoke to Dr 
Basu; "Dada (Lakshmi Kanta Bose 
knows Dr Basu well), why have you 
stabbed me in the back? Vou know I 
have been contesting elections from 
the Rashbehari ctmstituancy for a long 
rime. Why have you deprived me of my 
saat?" Dr Basu was taken aback. All ha 
could say was that he had only been 
told CO contest by the WBPCC(l)presi* 
dent on the night of 23 April. Hadn't 
Lakshmi been informed of the 
decision, asked the doctor Yes, hashed 
bean infomed, said Mr Bose, Than Mr 
Bose himself volunteered the informa* 
tion that ha was filing his nomination 
papers to contest ns a candidate from 
the adjoining Alipore constituency— 
this despite the fact that ha had not 
got the Qominarion even for Alipore. 

Dr Basu raquastod Mr Bose to help 
h im ou t si nee Rashbehari had been the 
letter's old constituency. Could ha give 
him the walls for postering (builoing 
walls are usually "rasarvad” days in 
advance by political parties for use , 
during elections). "No problem," said / 
Mr 

The nest morning, on 2S April, Dr 
Beau went to loeet the WB?CC(1> pres* 
idant to inform him that ha had filed 
his papers. "Anandababu was vary 
bap^, rtmeabers Dr Beau.'"whan l 
tou him that I had filed mv papers. Ha 
also told tna that ha would be sanding 
me the fomat letter allotting me the 
symbol, etc. soon.” Everything teamed 
to be going fine for Dr Basu. Later that 
day, be hao many visitors who assured 
him of aD help. But It U the events of 
tha night which ware to uanerre Dr 
Basu. At 1240, past midniMtL the 
doctor received an anonymous tela* 
phone call: ^Sagarmoy uhoth (who 
stays nearby and is alao»lBcideiiraQg 
the editor oi Daah. a magaalne from 
I iba Annda Baaar group of mblka* 

; boos) basbadaheanattra. Byou do 
s Qot come fwt, aomathiag mfiht bap* 

{ pen to him.” / 


i. f 














If4> *1UD ^akiM fctn SaivMni'f 
Mid & «all«r. Dr feiM 
knowi til* Gfaoih fttfy w*U tad bu 
b*«D ihtir faaily pbyiKlu for years. 
“Sagarda is mora like ao elder brother 
to me.** said Dr Basu. "KaturaUy, I 
asked the caller where Boudr (Sa^- 
babu^ wife) was. She was by his 
bedside, I was toM. This wm quite 
natural. But I told the caller that it was 
very lata at oighc and I had Mni ny 
drivar home. Could someone come and 
pick me up? The voice et the other end 
of ^e line said, ‘Thai would take rime. 
It might be impossible to save Saw- 
babu chan.* Sagarda has been suffer' 
ioe from heart trouble but I did not 
thmk that matters would taka such a 
turn So I decided to take out my car 
and sae Sagarda.” 

Without even putting on hie shoes 
Dr Basu drove out. At the crossing of 
Lansdowne Road and Southern Ave¬ 
nue, e dark-coloured car overtook the 
docior^t AmhacMdor and turned to 
block his passage. Before Dr Besu 
could realise what was happening, the 
car doors opened and two men stepped 
out One of them opened Dr Basu's car 
door and hit him on the back of his 
head. Mora blows followed. The deied 
doctor was piished to the mi^le of the 
front seat. On# of the men took the 
driver’s seat and his coUeague joined 
him, sandwiching Dr Basu One of the 
two (Dr Beiu does not remember 
which one) whioped out e piece of 
cloth and blindfolded the physician. 
They then sterted the car, warning Dr 
Basu that he should not shout; ocner- 
wise he would be shot. The doctor kept 
quiet because he felt a steel barrel at 
his temple. 

”1 wis taken to a ground floor 
room," said Dr Basu, ”Mause I did 
not nsva to negotiate any stairs.” 
Thtre he was forced to sit down at a 
small tabla, handed blank shoats of 
paper and ordered to sign them. Dr 
Basu refused. Immedietely bloivs were 
showered on him. AU throt^ the 
beating. Dr Basu was abused in filthy 
language and often threatened; ”So 
you want to contest the elections. We 
shall make sure that you do not take 

E an in elections.” The two men then 
t dgarettei and any protest from the 
doctor was answered oy applying the 
lighted ends of the dgarattes to Dr 
Beau’s bands and face. Soon there 
were Misters all ow his hands. Re* 
meBbering those agenisini momeoca, 
Dr Basu satd, ”I couldD't bev the pain. 
I cried resisting but what could I do? 
Both were very strong and I was scared 
they would bum me mere.” Then one 
ef them suddenly lunged at and 
pi erced Dr Besu wnb e iigitr in the 
stomach and bedt. After Dr Basu 
wa* only too willing to ooaply. *1 
wnnted to sign or do anything m two 
men wanted me to do b^usa I could 
not bear dw torture anymore,” said Dr 


Alter Dr Bemi bed put his dgnature 
on a munber of dieets of paper and 
wfUsao daaleradena, the tas of which 
he dees net imnemheri hwsvae mkmt to 


leDi of hte heuee, hwahunped nncoo* 
sdom on the steenng wheel. His heed 
bit the bom which began to blare. Dr 
Basu’s brQtber*ui*law, whp lives nan 
door et 49 C, Kesra Road, woke up, 
rushed down the flairs to the car and 
found it was Dr Basu. The doctor was 
then taken to the nearby Shishu Men- 
gal hospital 

On 26 April CoogresKl) leaders vi¬ 
sited Dr Besu at nis residence and 
eirpressad c oo c ern over the incident. 

BIHAR 


Within a couple of days, the 
Mr Lakshmi Kanta Bom was 


Mr Lakshmi Kanta Bom was atrued 
with bombs by a group M hoodlums 
although no one could say if the ho^d- 
luiBS were backed by the CnngressU). 
And on 28 April. Mr Pankai Banerjee, 
the Congres^I) rebel candidate with* 
drew his nomination. If anything, the 
entire episode has only made the 
chances of the ConaresWii winning the 
Raahbehah seat bleaker. 

Tirtbnnknf Ghoih 


Newsman threatened 


Patna: Dibyendu Baneriee, the UHI 
teleprinter operator at Patna, was 
creedioi one of the last stories, when 
at round 11.30 pin on 24 Apnl, three 
men entered the office. They did not 
ask any questions, ignored the oper¬ 
ator and the peon, who were the only 
persons present in the office, and 
headed for the room ef the UNI mana¬ 
ger, Mr D. N. Jhe. Finding the room 
eomy, they returned to the operator 
and lor the first time one M them 
spoke: ’’Where is D. N. Jha?” Ilte 
operator did not find anything unusual 
about this. After all, he (hou^t. these 
men must have come with some story 
which they wanted UNI to send out; 
often people drop in ai the office et 
odd hours to meet Mr Jha. He simply 
told the men that there was no one 
present in office. This obviously did 
not Miisfy them. ”Whet Is Jha’s 
address?” one of them should ai 
Baneriee. It was then that the operator 
realist that something was wrong. 
Why did these people went .Mr jha’s 
address, he thou^e. Besides, why 
were they shouting? 

It did not take him very long to find 
out. For. one of the eien pulled out e 
dagger end rushed towards the oper¬ 


ator. Fortunately for Banerjee he step¬ 
pe, and this man, who desertbM 
himself as belonging to the "rAekur 
family of Bhagaiapur, conceoted him¬ 
self with leaving a message: if ever Mr 
Jha spoke against him to the chief 
minister, he would be killed. Then, the 
men who Baneriee later described as 
being “in a drunken state” picked up a 
portable typewriter which was lying 
on a table and left. As soon as they ban 
gone Banerjee informed the Kotwall 
police station and filed an FIR. 

Who were these three "dark comple- 
aionad and chin-bodied” men (as 
Banerjee hes Mid in the FIR)? Why 
did they want (u kill Mr Jha? Ana. 
which was this ”fAekur family of Bha> 
galpur” to which ona of them was 
supposed to belong? ”1 don’t know who 
would want to kill ma and I don’t have 
any enemies.” Mr D. N. Jha told this 
correspondent. "As far as the rAeJrur 
family of Bhagalpur is concerned tlw 
only such family which is also quite 
weaknown is that of Ram Kumar Tha- 
kur. I know hit son Ashok Thakur.” 

Ashok Thakur was the stringer of 
the UNI and the Indian Nation Jn 
^galpur before the Emergency. He 
was also a Youth Congress activist. He, 


A pofjceeian guards rbe UNt emce a day a/tar tba incidani 





however, did not coptioue for lon| 
with joumeltiA end becene more in* 
volved in politice. It if believed thet he 
hed even tried for the ContfeMft) 
ticket for the Setnaitipur byeJectloru 
in 1978, but ultimeiely did notfet it ee 
the'prefont Bihar CM, Dr Jofannaih 
Mithra intervened tealnfc himJie haa, 
fjjice then, been ctyini (o woo the 
Con^ii(I) leaderfhip In Bibar. 

Vrai there any reason for Ashok 
Thakur to aitaca Mr Jha? Thott|h 
thare is no evldance wl^h points in 
this direction Mr Jha uys, *1 did not 

e ive him any Ult in my Ure, evan when 
t was with the UNI. But that is no 
reason why anyone should attack me. 
The only reason why anyona can 
isaociite his name with the incitUni is 
the feet that a few dtyi back 1 was 
taikifif to a frtand who knaw Aihok 
Thakur. He told me that he wu dli* 
pleasad with me." 

But why had the intruderi, whoever 
they ware, said that Mr Jha would be 
killed If he spoke aiainsi the thakur 


family CO the dUef ainliter? A 



Qilyn 

isc, who knows both Mr Jha 
Tukur, asid that it was lU^ly Mr Jha 
had critkised Mr Thakur in an Ivor* 
mal chat with a friend. This may have 
baen conveyed to Mr Thakur. who 
could have tnoi^t that Mr Jha. who is 
close to the chief minister, would re* 
peat the same thin| about him to the 
CM. This would ol^iously go afiinst 
his interests. The polka, however, 
heve no evidence whtch points In this 
directioD and are, in fact, totally in the 
dark about tha whole incident 
Whoever cha Intruders are, it is 
deer that they actutlly ^d net went to 
kill Mr Jhe; nor was the atteck pro* 

E United. Had It bean ao they wmd 
avt known that Mr Aa normally doM 
not stay in office at that hour. BMdei» 
they would have also known Mr Jha'i 
rassdenrlal address. As one Journailit 
said, "ft was maraly a ihraat, perhaps 
with the lerger intent of terrorlalni 
Ipuraaliits In Patna.* 

Seumltra Banerjet 


higheet (the marriage season) and 
supply ths lowest auaatlty when the 
*upw of milk powder is low and wbon 
the raimers in all the vtilages are 
ready.” Iha Sanghaiana leader U sure 
chat in 15 days ^'Bonbayites will be 
aakini Mr Bboealt where the milk is* 
And Mr Bhosale will hava to go to 
Delhi and ask the Prime Minister the 
same Question.* The date on which the 
agitstiDA will be Isunchad Is e top 
secret. “We will give only 48 hours' 
notice because we don't want to be¬ 
come Bitting ducks for the government 


end its police. In fact, tbetovemmenc 
has said that any policeman flndinj 
out the ictual date of the tiltatlon will 


wni 

be sultaoly rewarded. 




newe ab- 


MAHAHASHTRA 


Impending milk famine 


Obule t A smell town about 900 kms 
from Bombay, Dhule is the largest 
milk collection centre in the stat^ 
whtthar from the lovemmant milk 
scheme or other satneitf. In 19ft2<l3, 
4$j.io lakh litres ol milk valued at Rs 
l,4$9.$i lakhs ware collected. Tha 
avarata per day collactlon is 1.26 lakh 
hires. Dnule, like all the other milk 

coUaction and distribution centres in 
Mahtrasbtra remains literally bonded 
CO Bombay and a few other big cities 
and towns. That makes Bombay by far 
tha most "important marktt for the 
milk procured in rural areas.* Bombay 
has three big dairies at Aarey, Worli 
and Kuril and on an avarage 9.31,507 
Ukh litres of milk are procured doily. 
An estimated 9,6^301 lakh litres are 
dlicributad daily. The governmabi dis* 
tributes whoU milk at the rete of Rs 
five a lirre, standardised milk at Ri 
3.30 a litre, cow milk it Rs 3.30 Mr 
litre and double toned milk at Rs 2.10 

S r litre. Milk to Bombay U subsidised 
the Greater Bombay Milk Scheme. 
I farmers are paid for cow's milk at 
the rati of Ri 3.00 per litre in the leen 
season, Rs 2B0 in transitory seaaon 
and Rs 2.SO when it is in abundance. 
For buffalo milk, the rates are Rs 3.40, 
Rs 3.10 and Rs 2.90 respecdvaly. 

Sbatkari Sanghatana's Sharad JoMU 
(46) has demifided Rs 4.00 per litre for 
cow's milk and Rs S.OO per litre for 
buffalo’s milk. He Is currenijy organic 
ing tha Sanghatane for a milk agita* 
don that can be started at 48 hours' 
notice. Ha told a rally of nearly one 
lakh fanners In Dhula in tha and of 


ly. In the three earlier agitations for 
fair 


r prices for sugaresna, onions and 
idi ^ 


beedi tobacco Mr Joehl rtflnad tha 
tachnlqua of raira roko, to gain bis 

tit 


andi. In tha milk agitation thalarman 
will not be giving their milk to the 
collectini centres but will feed it to 


tine c 

their chOdren or turn it into milk 
cts^ 


products^ The potential is exciting. 

This is the leen ateeon for milk in 
the state and as Mr Joshl says. "Wt 
wilt' strike when the demand is the 


Sharad Jaahi Ughu a lamp to Camay 
amenta tha menyrs ei tba Shecirari 
Sanghatana it Dhule 


April, *The milk agitation is not diffl* 
cull. You can sit ^ the side of your 
chdie and do it U is an ursav (festival) 


for givlAg children milk. How many 
d^ can ^mbay city last without 


milk?* Mr JoihJ continued persuasive* 



out the strike wUl go from village to 
village In 41 hours and the finneri 
will etrika In a peaceful manner, said 
Mr*Joahl. 

Mr B. V. Bhide, a dairy •eenomlst, 
who has hli own dairy and products 
150 Utrai of milk dal^, says tbe gov* 
irement's figures of me cost of pro* 
ducilon are a fraud. Members of the 
Ashok Bessick commitiee floated by 
former chief minister, Mr Antulay, last 
year to look Into tha cost of production 
and distribution of milk, took figures 
•that were totally unraatisrlc. For Inst* 
ance, they raducad cha prica of buffa* 
lees to Rs 2,500 whan one costs around 
Rs 6,000 today. The prica of grass was 
cemputad at Rs 0.35 a kg as against Ra 
one Tha private trade today charges 
Rs 6.40 (mr litre, and thay and uie 
middlemen era tha only beneficiaries 
of the aovernmenVi niggardly attitude 
(Qwiru farmers, says Mr Bnlda. 

Tha agitation is Kheduled to be held 
enytime between April and July as 
this is tha lean peri<» for milk, rrom 
10 May, in fact, tha state government 
will M mostly distributing double* 
toned powder milk. To add to tbe short 
supply, there is already a 15 per cent 
shortage of milk collected from Miraj 
and othar dairies .because 50 per cent 
of the sheds heve closed down due to 
economic hardships. Most of tha shads 
are net purchasing buffaloes beceuse 
of the high cotv Prices of medicines 
heve increased by 16 per cent end 
labour charges are Rs Is a dsy. It is a 
coliapsiog industry, says Mr Bhide. In 
Mehareihtre. high prices have played 
havoc with ine livelihood of farmers in 
laztgll, Bhandara, Waratr, Gcndla and 
alsawhere. Around IS par’sent of the 
rural fantUies in Maharashtra depend 
on dairying. Tbe middlemen in the 
private traM make a clear profit ol Ra 
one per litre and it is scraniM that (he 
government's loss runs into crores of 


rupeea 

In the last thre^ months, Mr Joihi 
has addreeeed more than a hundred 
meetlngi In Marathwade and the en* 
rire'mlik belt. The response has baen 
tremendous and support to his do* 
mends has cut across perty lines. 
Several Congrtssd) worlctrs have 

t »lMd him in the muk agltatloA. He 
as also been supported by farmers in 
Punjab whtM Mblr 5ln^ Raj^al 
and Ranieet Singh of tbe Bhertiye 
Kiiea Vnlen (UCU>, who were 
et the Dhule mearing hgve 
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Brush your teeth with Colgate after > 
every meal. It protects you just the way 
dentists recommend aM over the world. 

Bacteria grow in food particles left 
between your teeth. These can cause 
bad odour and. later, pair>ful decay. 

So always brush the Colgate wav right 
after eating. It's proven most effective to 
freshen your breath, whiten your teeth, 
.dr>d fight decay. 

Colgate has the fresh, minty taste that 


^ Dental Crea"’ 

How Colgata's truatad formula works 

Odour and dtcav ctuiing 
becteris grow in food psrticle$ 
treppad bstween your teeth, 

Coigste's unique active foam 
reechaa deep to remove dange'oua 
food particlef ar>d bactaria. 

The result, attractive white teeth, 
fresh-breath cortfidence, 
protection against decay. 

makes brushing a plaasure. 





stop bad breath., 
fight tooth decay 


with Colgate 

Dental Cream 
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' SfflSSMSWSir^ 

MY. *W« 9 U p^ OM cron Ihm of 
■nilj f froB no^iflf 10 pIflHt 

botwooB JtBttvy aad April ktt ynr. 
Wo nccndcd io (octlAg oa iAcroMO of 
SO poioe to Re one o litro. Our dttnoTMl 
U ju 4^ por Hero lor Six por cat foi 
coBlOAt.” Tbo BKU hoi eattadod ki 
support to Ur jMhi ud loid thoy 
wmud stop cbo supply of Bdh to Pub* 
iab ind noorby.DMBi. This would hon 
Its own iinpoct Sisco this U also the 
looioB wboft dfeoro wiH bo a prootor 
doauad for ailkpowdor. Mhn. Boot 
bor ood other arios mil bo ^otly 
onoctod. Eroa for milkpewdor 

•t loon 35 por esAt of oulk U oooded 


' The Uohonahm povenaeot hot so 
for refused to discuss the Sonsbonmo's 
demoftds Ihe ppvemont ii nodting 
nlkpowder osd is deModius on Cu* 
jom to hole it out wbeo the crunch 
coaos JoAi Is scheduled to tour Gu* 
ioroi in aU-lfey to e»coJ to the 
fwg ssi Boc io lend tkeir oiiUc to 
B<mboj. ^ has olroady oskad them 
*ttos tt boccae tools oad weapons in 

the heads of the CDTonunent of wbar 

•shtra to crush ue fe r m ert of llohor' 
oshtra.* 

Mr Joshi sm the agitation may bs 
for Bilk but ‘‘wo will use this oppor* 
tunicy to fight for fair prices of all 


cow u Bod i tios frsB ontoas to jowar md 
oonoiL Wbeo the prices of refetalM 
aad fruits drop, the cities are over* 
joyed. They are like vultures sltrbif 
ever the corpses because that is what 
the grovrers have been reduced a 
when prices of vegetables and fruits 
sluop.* Mr Joshi tells the formers. 

to underiiaad where you ore 
being throttled. Be wia. The prices of 
agricultural products are coauig down 
and other things are goutg up. You caa 
only release yourself from tnls unfair, 
unjust terms of trade if you overthrow 
the present econoauc lysieoi. Release 
yourself from the economic thinking of 
the city's economists." 

Olp Tellis 


"Telugu Desam can navar ba 
a thraat to tha Congrasa(l}" 


Hydernhed: ShevaaaB Venhais Red¬ 
dy has been chief aiaister of Aadhra 
Pndesh for only sboui two Booths, 
but he ts already ia trouble with 
dissidcats tad detectors joaaiag the 
new ragtoaal party, Te/ueu Desaei. 
That ii one reason why M stoutly 
resisted the soggestioa for a saep poO 
in (he stacs. iut when be talked to 
8 y^ Majeedal Heea at his reiideace 
on 14 Am^ be appiarcd quite coafl' 
deat aad sure of oiauelf. Excerpts: 


Q. You auir been wy surprised at 
your sefecrioB as the cJm oiAtsrer ef 
the srete? 

A: No> It did oot turpriee Be. 
Although I was oot espirtiB f" the 
office. 1 was prepares to aay 
respoAsihility. 

Q: But rou have never been asong 
the top feeders of year party ia tbs 
rtsie? 

A: I have been ia polities for a loeg 
lioM. 1 satered (he poUtkel field way 
bach ia 1846. Slace then I Imve betn 
with the Cengnss. I hed gout to the 
jail thrice. Only thing is that I never 
coospirodi, or pUaued, or iotrigued 


egainst any body to get a poet. And 
yet. 1 bare held several orgartuetioaal 
posts. 

^ Bur why are you tbea afty of 
H^tiag Aaaambiy Mectfona? 

A: wbea I hed the firat epportuaicy 


A: Wbea 1 Bed the firat epportuaicy 
to go to the polls io 195% I was b^ow 
age by one year aad that is why r 
could net ceniesi. Ihe next time 1 


eppUed for e ckhet ia 1962. 1 was 
Mcamd aad ia By pUaa, wa wife 
Jmprnda sms gfvea a tiam troa a 
dg e esD i ceidtaa^. Pfta than ob 
wards. Mb vb a Bsnbar of the 
AiMBbly dll 197R 
Q: Wber do yam tkiak oi tha aaw 

of that pinr right fram ha bcepthB 
OB 29 liorA k k obaim that it la 

good 40 tha pallia of Aadhra 
IcadBk We krnrnm mm mmmh 


Q: Doaa tha parry 
tha CeeMrmaau)? 

A: tWugir DoseB caa never poae a 
chaUeaga (o tha Cmyesid) because 
our party has aa Maelogkal back* 
ground, a hiatery ol sac^icas. and 
Best iBportam. deep roon aiDoeg the 
masse I. So doe^ ts the uoage of the 
Coagressfl) iBpreastJ ia the Binds 
end the bcena of the people of 
Aadhra Pradosh chat it ti not possible 
for any body to take it oot froB ibe 
BBds aad tha hearts of the Telugu 
people. Even when so auey Mates had 
let dewo Mrs Gaadhi. ti was Andhra 
•ad Karnataka which stood by bar. 

Q: Mr S T JtsB# Rac aoevaes (At 
CeiV’ieas and the Cougracsf/) of oroe- 
odag a culrare of comiprion ta the 
era ra over the last lArac eaci daa Aav 


pose any thrMf re 


a hiatery ol 
Mrcant.deep) 


era ra over the last lArac 


Aoy 


A: About cemiption. 1 can dafenite* 
]y loO yeo ihei tha Congreas(l) ia one 

^ which has cKKhiag to do with it. 

dafiaiTely say that our party 
cannot be eccuaed of prOBoCing cor 
niptioo either ia this state or ia the 
aomatn at lerge. 

Q: now wvJd yarn thaa cxpicie the 
io&iMroa of one peraoe in your 
cebiner uaiosr whom there ere 
charges or saeudN»rwed dutributioa 

A: A niaaiiiMiwi al esquiiy has 

keen eet up to prob e the charaas. We 


why r Of Ked^ Tkhe% AMi'M ffTRr 



have also taken to task some of those 
officials who are corruM so that it 
Bay have e deterrent effect upon the 
others. 

Q: TVre Is e teelwg even among 
your cabiner caUaagvtt that you are 
inaccessible. Are you^ 

At No. (hat is nM mia. Many paepla 
warn to Beet me end teU Be their 
problems. I organise my viate in such a 
manner tbit neither their (line is 
waared aor mine. I go our of ny 
resideoca aed sea huadreda of people 
gaibared under the sbenvane pitched 
on (he lawns averyday. 

Q: But soma of yoor minhtarr sey 
fbat even rbey caaaot maat yau with- 
oat ^ior appounaaot isn't it rerbov 
imasuaj? 

A: I regularly meet my cabinet 
cdl e ugu e s. They caa telephone me 
abe to diacuis iaportanr things. I am 
ia (be haWt of talkiog to than and 
Baetiag thtB. Yai, I want to do all my 
work in to organised nannar, Tlwt is 
all. That ia tbe difference between na 
and the otheri. 

Q: Ihe Cortgrtght) ip tha n$t$ 
appears ro ba aaaking up. Quita a few 
tk yaur MUu bare joiow tha Telugu 
DaMB. ItB*t it a rathar disturbing 
rrmd far ymtr party? 

A: I do not think that is goiiig to 
effect the party my much. 

Q: Bui it bar. Or else, bow would 
you explain rbe dafaer of onaof your 
party candidataa in tha Rajya Sabba 
poUs? Apparantly, many of your 
pertyBen roced for tha eppositioa 
candidate wbo weo. 

A: I think our cssdidite loai be* 
cauM of craes'votiag based upon con* 
tideratioBs of Boacy. essre> and other 


. ' Q: And what ara you going to do 
' eboat chose irhe bad wsetfaguMr tbe 
' party eoauaea? 

A: They are oar ptnyma whoa we 
caa defiBtely advise to de better in a 
de sir ed Btatver in future. 

4^ fSbar abevrpeur pe ad a ca tsor, T. 
' Aayaiah?HaatinaaamsaDangryman. 
£bT Ms Fuchsyac Raj Fonua a pen* 
Uaf pobbcM bedyf 
A; I do act riBifc ao. In aiy viaw, 

. Aajasah wua the fonua to be a 
we pollikel body'aad its object is to 
' oat that Me pamehayata faactloa 
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New, gentle Dettol soap. 

Give your family its loving care. 
The care for skin and complexion. 

For cleanliness and health. 
Everyday. 

The love and care of Dettol soap. 


Give your femily the loving care of Dettol soap. 
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CRICKET TOUR 


Choosing the favourites 



^MiJrar (tefO with Pukv (centre) end Seyek: iwe who trere iett ouf 


crkkvt teUcton th$x th« Itv* 
man*! caaprehttuioev tfddiM to 
cioRS of intrigue and poliodung. 7er 
inlunce. (here wm no rMioB wlip,, 
beving decided to eeck Cimtnii 
Chauhen, the eelecton did not oy out 
Ghulun Partcer in the recent bome 
seriM, before (ending him off to 
bnd 09 the third opener. Nor ie it 
ufiderstandebU why the telectore 

f rnevered with Srlkantb through four 
nt» before they cooeJuded tuf hie 
did not have the clua to open e Ttet 
innings As far es Oteten Cheuhu*e 

S aremptory disnuMl is concemedi 
ilhi cricket circles beUeve that he 
feU e vicrim to cricket politics el the 
DDCA. He wu not eupponed by the 
•selector from the North ZotWi Mr Vi* 
jay Mehre» who belongs to the rival 

K oup et Delhi. Sinuarlyi Shivlel 
idev hM been in end out of the 
Indian side, and in and out of Gavei* 
kar’s good hooks, lo the recent pest. 


New Delhi; The Indian cricket tour to were certainties for the tour. That left 
England this summer will provide the tour places to be filled According to 
ba»drop to different kinds of fire* rumoun it was understood (quite cor* 
works within the Cricket Control 
Board of India (CCBl). The presiding 


: good 

Cavauar had preferred Cope I ^erae 
to Shivlel Yaaav but ^tarma hae had 
two consecutive lean seasons and 
seemed unralieble for a tour. The one 


rectly) that Suru Nayak would be in off'Spinner who dominated the last 
the team. ^ 


officials of tha board wUl be looking 
out for googlies from Mr 1. S. Bindrai 
president of the Punjab Cricket Asso* 
ciation. It is rumoured that several 
units of the board tecitlv support Mr 
Bindra's belief that the time has come 
to carry out a coup against board 
president S. K. Wankhtde end the 
selection committee headed by former 
cricketer Polly Umrigar. 

Sunil Gavaskar's boys will be fight- 
ing for more than merely the laurels 
on the cricket field when they battle it 
out with Bob Willis and Ian Botham. 
This summer Sunil Gavaskar's suaer 


At Kanpur, Gavaskar said in an 
interview to a sports magaaine \hat 
“we need one more opener, an extra 
seamer and second wicketkeeper. 
These are musts." When journalists 
told him. during the Kanpur Test, that 
they had heard that a second wicket¬ 
keeper would run be taken to England. 
Gavaskar dismissed it as a rumour. But 
the rumour turned out to be true: 
Kirmaiii will hare three amateur 
understudies in Yashpal Sharma, Chu* 
lam Parkar and Dihn Vengsarkar in 
case he falls ill on the morning of a 


Ranji Trophy was former Indian skip* 
1. Venk 


£ er 8. Venketraghavan. The anti* 
avaskar lobby believes that Gavaa> 


kar brought in Sblvlal Yadav ei the 
younger man to checkmate Venkat* 
raghavan's comeback bid. Gavaskar 
has net given Yedav long bowling 
spells in the past and unlass ha hag 
changed, his opinion about off'Ppinners 
who flight the belli Yadav may be 
rel^aiM to the secondary matches 
during the English tour. 

While (here is gmeral appreciation 
on the choice of Bihar's hardworking 
inedium*pacer Randbir Singh, the 
selection of Suru Nayak seems least 


Test match and there is not enough .., .. 

amty and his preragative to call the ufne to fly out reserve wicketkeeper justified. The justification for select* 
shots in Indian cricket are at stake. Zulfiqar Parkar from Bombay. Gavas* ing Nayak revolvea around the feet 
thanks to the controversy ragging i^f’^ critics go so far as to say that this that he would be the only lefl*henddU 
Bombay allrounder Suru Nayak. the of ^ skipper's strategy to batsman in the side. Bui is that enough 

omission of a second wicketkeeper bring his Bombay teammate into the to justify his Hlection over two more 
from the touring team and the lurking fndian side, sidestepping rivals, Bhar* talented all-rounders, Mohinder Amar* 
shadows of Mohinder Amemath, Ro- at Reddy and Ved Raj. nath and Roger Binny? As a batsman, 

er Binny and Chetan Chauhan. On There is much in the doings of our Nayak does not have much to hold 


S 


avaskar's go-ahead, the selectors 
have taken A number of calculated 
risks and the cricket board’s ruling 
axis (the Bombay and the South In^an 
associations) finds itself confronted by 
usurpers. The ang^ officials at Delhi, 
Railways and Punjab are also counting 
on suppon from the Services Sports 
Control Board and the Saurashtra and 
West Bengal associations, li Gavas¬ 
kar's 1$ play badly in summer when 
India plays England, then major 
changes in the Cricket Control Board 
cannot be ruled out. Gavaskar's c r ow n 
could also be in danger if India does 
not come out on .top in the series. 

Everybody knows that the selectors 
and the Indian skipper had made up 
their minds on the touring party be* 
fora the lest Test match was to be 
played against Keith Fletcher's team 
at Kanpur between 30 January to 4 
February. This was two months prior 
to the formal meeting of tha selection 
con^uat 0^ l April when the touring 


Canadians will see live TV 
coverage of Everest ascent 


Kalbmaadu: A Canadian moun¬ 
taineering expedition will try to con* 
uer Mount Everest in September 
ar and tboir siep-bystep ascent 


S 


IS 


wiU^ shown daily to Imkfast TV 
viewers in Caneda. Since this is the 
first Canadian expedition to Everest, 
the Caoadian TV networks are riving 
it e lot of publicity. Each member m 
tfta expedition will cany, apart from 
(heir dinbiog gear, a super light¬ 
weight video camera to record the 
groellijig climb. The video tapes will 
be taken down every day by SHerpa 
ruAoers and then ferrietl by helicop* 
•ter to the Everest Shetaion hotel, the 
expedition’s headquarters in Kacb* 
nendu. The tapes will then be 
from • special TV studio ai 


(he hotel to the Indian Ocean Intelsat 
satellite and relayed '(o Caneda via 
Britain for the daily Canadian shows. 
A 3.7 metre dish aerial has been 
placed on the roof of (he hotel for 
sending the daily recordings to the 
lotelset Mielliie. 

The whole eapedition Is being spon¬ 
sored ty Air Canada, (ha couorrv'i 
national airline, which wtU fly eQ ina 
equipnmit for the expadition includ* 
ing those for the sp^al televisloa 
studio in the hotel Simultaneous Uye 
television crensmissions, the first of 
its kind, are being discussed with the 
BBC, French television, Japan's Nip¬ 
pon television and the three leiditig 
networks of the USA. 

A Spedal Corveepoodent 



1907. At Sakchi the search ends. And 
Indians industrial renaissance begins. 


It was tbe cuUninatloa of a A chimney came up. a township 

dream. And in Its way an started to grow. And men came 

eipreaslon of the nattonaUst spirit from the cities, the towns, the 
It was lDdis*s flnt steel mill uoSa villages—the first of the Tata Steel 
with Swadeahl money* as Janae^ men. Soon the first Ingot was rolled. 

Tata had wanted it to be. That was how Tata Steel was 

[( was he who had sown the bom—and. Jamshedpur. By the 

seeds; selected the technical endeavour of a fraternity of people 

experts, funded the project and aspiring struggling and achieving, 
provided Inspiration and dlrecUon Steel Is one of the 

to his sons and associates. Now^ countr/s largest and most 
four years aAer his death.the progressive Iruiustrial enterprises— 

search had ended. But the eaiiy and Jamshedpur a city of 

years had been rough, with opportunl^. This Is as Jamsetjl 

disappointments and failures at T^ta would have wanted it For he 
every step. Still they had pressed on hnnly bdleved that the wealth 
undaunted-Dorabli Tata. and i^ich Industry generates should 
Saklatvala.ihe first of the intrepid benefit the pet^K. enrldi the natloa 
pioneers, spurred on by the spirit of 
adventure. And In time came reward. 

tvmwHee thm swwmLt. hWMfliS ttw fUltlOlt* tmsrmrn 
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Uobindtr Aiaantaeh'c guts and 
As * bowl^, ha has stUI co 
prova that ha can prcnidca (he u^Iay* 
able ball from tinva lo rijna» as Sinny 
often does. Unless he enjoys a very 
special spell of luck in England. Suru 
nayak will be one oiora passenger in 
the party. His selection nas also be* 
come the centre of the controversy 
within the Cricket Control Board, for 
Bombay has six players in the touring 
side, wherees Ranji Trophy winners 


Delhi has only one (Medan Lai. who 
was kept out of the Test side for four 
years) and runners*up Karnataka has 
only two, Vishwanatn and Kinnani. 

The sa lection of the side reflects the 
skipper's preference SunU Gavas* 
kar is merely following the footsteps of 
Bishen Bedi. Under Mdi the Indian 
eleven often had five players from 
Delhi alone. Obviously, things will 
never change. 

Anil Saari 


CHOLERA RESEARCH 


Medical panel's 
partisan stand 


CalcultA: The panisanattuudc recent* 
ly displayed by the Penal and Ethical 
Cases Committee of the West Bengal 
Medical Council raises serious uues* 
(ions about how Calcutta's slum awel< 
lers can be protected when they are 
used as subjects for medical research. 
On. 20 April after a ten month delay, 
the nine*member panel conducted a 
reliminary hearing of the complaint 
y Dr S. Bnariacharya (secretary. Sc I* 
enlists* Association) against the direc* 
tor and depu^ director of the National 
Institute of Cholera and Enteric Dis* 
eases for violating medical ethics in 
their 197S*76 cholera vaccine expert* 
ment on two lakh slum dwellers Sun* 
DAY. 7 March). In an interviaw to this 
correspondent after the 4S*minute 
hearing at the council's Lyons Range 


K emises. the complainant said he had 
en heckled by a hostile panel out to 
defend the accused. The accused doc* 
tors, incidentally, were not called for 
the hearing. 

The council It yet to arrive at t 
decision but (he gist of iu observations 
at (he hearing, as described by the 
complainant, gives an idea of its gener* 
aJ stand that conducting an axperi* 
ment on human subjects without in* 
formed consent is nor untthicel One 
doctor on the panel equated the mass 
vaccine eKpehment with mass vaccina* 
(ion drives and seemed to see no 
difference between the two Then 
came the corollary that it was not 
feasible to apply (he norms of the 
Helsinki Declaration in this country. 
The doctor who said this also declared 


(hat the Drug Controller's permiaaloil* 
was not oeeoM for con ducting humaa 
trials. Finally, noo medical paraona 
(teachers at the Beliaghata scho^ 
whose students were given the a» 
perimental vaccine) snould not be 
cited as witnesses in a "purely medical 
matter”? 

Each of the above points gives rise 
to correspondingquestiom. First, how 
does the council's ethical committee 
openly contradict the ethical,guide¬ 
lines relating to informed consent 
issued by the Indian Council of M^lc* 
al Research? Second, what authority 
does The council have to say that the 
Helsinki norms are not feasible and 
was It aware that India was a signatory 
to the declaration? Third, how can a 
panel with no legal experts prunounce 
on the legality of an experiment? 
Fourth, if nun-medkal persons who 
are at the receiving end of medical 
experiments should not give evidence 
00 (heir own behalf, wasn't iheiounril 
quite literally reducing them to the 
level of mute guinea pigs? 

The panel's responses are, perhaps, 
partly explained by the fact that this is 
the first time that the council is hand* 
ling a complaint against biomedical 
experiments by a research institute. 
The u^uaJ complaints to the council 
relate to unethical acts by individual 

( rivate practitioners some of whom 
ave been struck off the register. The 
panel's remarks suggest that while the 
council takes a serious view of mal¬ 
practices on private patients, when 
these happen on a mass public scale 
they are not reprehensible. 

Vloai Balasubrahmanyan 


Colour TV coming soon 



more chan one intemanonal source lo 
avoid problems arising from chafes 
in the Mvemmeni's import policy. 

The Telerama set's imports pans 
include integrated circuits for the 
vertical secrion, ihe chroma section 
and the delay lines. The pwiure tube, 
as in all Indian TV sets, is procured 
through Ihe Electronic Trade and 
Technology Dev. Corp , the canalis¬ 
ing agency for the item. Alt^ether IS 
of the 510 odd compenenu in the TV 


A prototype of the new colour TV 


Caicuita: Colour TV sets costing 
around Rs 11.000 may be on (he 
market by the end of the year. Tele- 
rams, a Calcutta based company, 
have manufyetured an Indian model 
and the best thing about it is that 97 
per cent of the components are in¬ 
digenously produced. Nor does this 
mar the quality of the colour en (he 
screen, which is as good as any foreign 
colour TV set's. 

The company, a small Kale joint 
sector unit, claims ihat the set is ihe 
result of a oiie*and-a*half year effort 
by a th^ man team of Indian en* 
gineers—^l in their early thirties. 
While colour TV sets have been sold 
in India under Indian brand names 
before, at prices ranging from Rs 
19.000 to Rs 21.000, th^ were largely 
of the knockdown and semi* 
knockdown variery where reosi parts 
were imported and simply assembled 
in the country. Their great disadvan* 
tagf lay in that any repairs involving 
replacement of paru proved both 
difficult and expensive. The makers 
of the new colour TV set cliim that 
(heir model is not only tropicaUied ip 
niir Indian weather condirions, but 
they have etio ensured tliet the fore- 
kg cogapenenrs are available from 
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are imponed According to x company 
spokesman the sets have also been 
tested against actual colour transmis¬ 
sion relayed by Delhi DoorJarihan. 

Mr A. N. Cnaudhuri, Telersma's 
director in charge, told SutipAv that 
(he production target for rheir colour 
TV sets was 1.100 sets in l992-'a3 and 
2.4004.200 sets in '93*'64, depending 
cm when colour transmission starts in 
the C^cuita/Asansol area. Initially 
colour TVs will, it seems, have only a 
marginal effect on the black and 
white TV market—where prices range 
from Rs 3.000 lo Rs 5,000. The projac- 
(toua are (hat the first two years will 
account for the maximum number of 
colour TV sales, and their major sales 
are likely to 1 m m Bombay Delhi and 
the surrounding regions, Tliey expect 
that many of rheir buyers will be 
owners of VCRs who have not bought 
colour TV sets because of (he difficul¬ 
ties in getting replacements. 

A demnnstmion of the production 

B jiype of ihe colour iV set was 
in Calcutta recently, where (wo 
sets, one Japanese and other Tele* 
rama. were demoHstr,i(ed simul* 
(aneously. The Loluur repriKluclion m 
the two sets was equallv g<K>d. 
Ptainjana 2>en Gupta 





Is 


vour liver 

keeping ^ 

pace with 

you? 


Check (he following symptoms 

• Do you eet tired eosiiy? 

• Does iiraigestion couse you sleepless nights? 
e Do you notice o loss 0 / appetite? 
e Do you fall ill often? 

"Hie liver stores sugar and nutrients. It cootrois 
digostion. ft breaks down fat. It can even strengthao 
your defence against illness. Iherefore. ii your liver 
isn't working as it should, you could get Weed easily, 
suffer from Oatulence and constipalion. feel full and 
listless before meats or even fall ill very often. 


liv- 


Live well 
with UV-UP 

With Just two tablets of 
LiV'UP twice a day. 
you can get Ihe most 
out of life!! 



An age-old formula with 13 powerful herbs. 

UV'IV has 13 time-tested herbs such as Punamava. 
Katnki. Chiratta. Amla. etc. which work together to 
stimulate your liver and to restore your body's 
well-being. 

L)V-UP improves bile secretion and digesllon. acts as 
a laxative, improves fat digestion, and can even help 
correct liver disorders due to alcoholism.* 



correct liver disorders due to alcoholism.* 

UV«UP is available in tablet form. UV-UP I 
whole family feeling good, active and alive 


kee^ 

u AU 1 


i your 
tM time. 


iK/up 


Tone up your Bver. 
Aad you tout up yev 







MADHYA PRADESH 

Probe ordered into 
school books purchase 


Bhopal: Chief Miniiter Arjun Slci^ 
has announced an enquiry hy the 
Lokayukc into what has come to 
known as the *'Book purchase scandal'’ 
in Madhya Pradesh, involving a senior 
IAS officer. 

Replying to a rwo>hour special de* 
bate on the scandal, the chief minister 
told the state Assembly on 13 April 
that ell charges regarding misconduct 
and corruption in the purchase of 
books for school libraries by the 
education department would be refer 
red to the Lokayukt for an enquiry. 
Incidentally, this will be (he first case 
to be officially entrusted to the newly* 
apMintad Lokayuki 

The chief minister said that the 
chief secretary would also simul* 
tanaously enouire Into how ''some 
books were selected fur school librar* 
ies which should not have been 
selected." He denied the opposition 
allegation that he was trying to shield* 
the “guilty" IAS officer, Mr Ashok 
Vajpeyi. because of their personal 
friendship. Members from both sides 
were unanimous in launching a sea* 
thing attack on Mr Vajpeyi. the secret* 


try of education, culture end publicity 
departments. 

Both the ruling Congressd) and 
oppoeiiion members alleged "favouri* 
ticism, Ifregularlties and corruption" 
in the purebase oi books worth Rs IS 
lakhs by the education department 
this year. Manv members gave inst* 
ances and tabled documentary evi* 
dence which proved that publishers 
had supplied old editions of a number 
of books after chanjuog their jackets 
and title pages and claimed that these 
were the latest editions The govern* 
ment was> members ellegcd, Seated 
and charged double the original price. 

Mr Vlrhilbhai Patel tabled Inst¬ 
ances when not a single word was 
changed in the books—even the errata 
slip was the sam^^which were passed 
off as later and costlier editions. He 
said that even now old editions of 
thoio books were available in the 
market at the old rates. 

Almost all the doaen members who 
spoke on the subject demanded that 
Mr Vajpeyi should be uiunediaieiy 
suspended and a house committee 
should enquire into the alleged bung- 


Sarod maestro protests 
against discrimination 




Calcutta: "Whan 1 came to know ibat 
the artistes performing at the inaugu* 
ral concert of lAe fesiivel (of India m 
Britain) were paid a sum far exceed* 
ing (he usual amount given by any 
Cultural organisetion in India. 1 was 
quita inased. Whereas ii gives me 

{ real pleasure and pride that the 
ntish government has honoured In* 
ditn musicians (by paying them for 
performuig at the festival), it is also 
upsetting to know that the Indian 
government, despite adequate funds 
to promote culture, did mm edftr to 
pay even (he regular fees whKh I am 
paid by Indian sponsors... In view of 
this discrimination 1 would like to 
state (hat I no looger wish to partki* 
pate In the India PeftivaJ." wrote 
wellknown. handsome sared player 
Uaiad Amjad Ali Khan in a letter to 
the secretary of the Indian Council of 
Cultural Relations ^ICCR) on 25 
March 19S2. The latter caused a fu¬ 
rore and the your^ sarod player be¬ 
came the champion of the Indian 
artistas and musicians. He had avary 
reason to protests while a couple of 
iotareationally reputed Indlaii ami* 
clana ware oaing paid anoraoua 
tmounta for the inaugural concart the 
oihan vrito4iad been invited vrero 
htUe for tbs p effon Da nce. 
diMef paiBg»|r«M.Uat»4 
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Us*»d Amjad. Ah' IChen; e protest 

Amjad All has not received a letter 
from the ICCR authorities alil 
he was told over the lelephone that 
would he pnld for his pmoraanca in 
Britain. Being asaureo of the remue- 
eratioa, Uaudji (as be is referred to 
by cUaakal musk lovers in India) has 
decided, to fe» after eU. to pUv In 
fritiie Be mede sure that the euers 


linp end "misuse of public money.*' 
Mr Radbarunan Bhergave <BJP). said 
that one-fourth of the total purenaaes 
were made from a Delhi-based and a 
Hapud-hased publishing firm and both 
tha proprietors were closely related to 
(he education secretary. He alleged 
(bat (WO members of (be selection 
committee "selected" their own books 
and SOO copies of each were purch- 
asod. While on the One hand, authors 
and poets belonging to the education 
secretary's group->Mr Vajpeyi is a 
poet himself—were favoured, tha 
selection committee headed by Mr 
Vajpeyi summarily rtlected 3,8^3 ti* 
tlas in one night without even going 
through them, MLAs alleged. 

Mr Chitrmkant Jaiswaf (Congress-Il 
regretted that while the bonks were 
purchased in the name of "acquainting 
school children with the works of au* 
thors and poets of Madhya Pradesh," 
the guvernmem purchased bunks of 
only 90 poets and writers belonging to 
MP. As against (his, works of 190 poets 
and writers from outside were purch* 
Bsed. Many members complained that 
some of (he books were "not fit for 
school children." Members reed our 
extracts from at least one doten books 
and claimed that (base were obKena. 
When the speaker expunged one of rhe 
"obscene" extracts read out by a CPI 
member, one legislator quipped: "You 
can expunge these from the Assembly 
records, but what about the ichoul 
libraries where children would reed 
these?" 

A Special Correspondent 


would be getting tha amounts (hey 
asked for and on& then would he go. 

In spite* of such discrimination, 
listed AjHiad All Khan continues to 
propsgaie Indian citsilcal music 
among the masses. Ha has established 
the V^tad Hafu All Khan Memorial 
Society in 1977 which organises con¬ 
certs by reputed anisies and dancers. 
The society is now busy setting up the 
Music Hall of India (a research insti* 
tute of muak based in Delhi, whose 
foundation stone was laid on 29 Janu* 
ary 1982) which will '^preserve, prom¬ 
ote and propagate the great, classical 
musk iraditioAs of India." Scholars at 
the insiirute will do research on the 
ftHgiw of the ragas. Scientists and 
oiedical specialists will study the 
effect of certain ragas cm the human 
mind and body. 

Ueiad Amjad Ali Khan has bimsalf 
started collecting the funds required 
for setting up the research institute 
by performing at different places in 
India (or money. Even in those con* 
certs, the tickets are moderately 
pnceo for Uscadji has two considera* 
tions id mind: pgipuJaruiag music and 
raising the prestige of the artistes in 
India who he considers are the 
''weakest sections of the society." 
Classical artistes must be paid for 
their performances because "Mukey 
peer par kaiaey htrisaM nkh pre¬ 
serve Jeer htin (now can one 

preeerve one’s heritage oa ao empty 
stomach)?” 

Tlrthaater Ghoeh 





AAor<2 than built - in quality 

an air of exozllence 


Spencer's Airconditbners 



*Det*rmindd by 
piychofMtric t«9i« 


Let Spencer*4 Mcoodtitam 
bteeihft the atr oF excellence into 
your liFe. 

BuiU with Ibe highest cooling 
capacity and For continuous. 
\iniform cooling eFficiency. 
Spencer's aircondil toner is ideal 
Fw officee and homes The work¬ 
horse compressor m (he Spencer's 
airconditioner juai whispers ils 
enduring presence deliveriDg 

K aum cooling efltctency day 
day Every other componmt 


in the Spencer's airconditioner is 
engineered to exude the same air 
o( excellence. 

Spencer's expert trouble* 
shooters are on call to set right 
any disorder, and io carry out 
prevwtive maintenance on an 
on-going basis. 

When you can buy excellence 
why aettie lor lees? 

AvailaUe ea DOS A D rates 
and eeaeeMtonal eeeUe lanes. 


8uppli«f • of goods ond oorrieM lor bottof liTing 


n 
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Spencer & Co Limited 
?ed Anne Salal. Madras 600002 
Phone: 83001 
86 Mahatpa Oandhi Road. 


19-A Sham Nath Marg. Delhi 1100S4 
Phone' 222231 
70 Diamond Harbour Road. 
Kiddarpore, Calcuna 700023 

jBaeai 


ror)en street. Bombay 400 OM 
Phone 3e7838 
























THE WORLD 


Schmidt will keep 
missiles in Germany 



• ^ 



Uchmuit: prJjA# missilta 


ChvweUor Helnui Schoiidt 
of Won GofiDsny hot «skod 
his Socii) Democratic Ferry to 
iltnore the piou for a nors 
torium on ino deployment of 
new nuclear nissilea in 
Europe. Left winsere of hu 
party have repeatedly quet* 
tioned the NAiO decision oo 
depktymeni of nuclear mis* 
Silas. Mr Schnidi told a party 
conference recently: "Whoev. 
er* wants to replace agreed 
mutual disarmament by un* 
ilateraJ reductions has to be 
told that history shows that 
one*sided weakness does not 
preveni aggression by a su< 
perior power.*' He also made 
It clear that there is no ques* 
tion of preventing the steiioft* 
iog in Europe <rf Penhing 2 
and Cruise missiles unifss the 
Soviet Union withdraws us 
“irKradlble armada of SS*2Q 
rockvis.** 


Will Begin call for 
early elections? , 

I Abuhatseira, minis- meat) from which he may be 
tbour and welfare in evpelled by e mafority vote 
tachoffl B^fi cabinet only if he is sentenced to one 
I convicted siealina year's imprisonment, the 
ncnt money, fraud and Tami party meanwhile let at 


Major overhaul in KGB 


In a major overhaul of the 
top ranks of fha KGB» Soviet 
authoriiies have appointed 
two senior deputies to the 
KOB chiefi uenerel Vuri 
Andropov. FravJa recenily 
listed ^neral Georgy isinev, 
74, as the new first depoty 
cheirman. The Red Army 
newspeper hid on 4 April 
liateo (^neral VUcior Cheon* 


US embargo 
on Cuba 
tightened 

The US government has 
announc^ severe currency 
restrictions afv^^t Cuba. 
This surprising move is aimed 
at tightening the current 
trade embargo. The new rules 
isioed by die treasury d^art- . 
Dent f^ud currency and cro' 
dit tranasetions by United ' 
States drians. These rearric* 
tloos wore all tba nore unes* | 
peered beeauae a Cuban offi* 
ciaJ had rocemly uaied that 
Ue jovsnuMBt ivas preoar' 
lag thf "udw rsnglag nagoUa- 
tiooa and agreements on 
OMcual veeBaiBli* vdth the 
Vfltad IcatA etpedJiUy with 
^/JlSgktrmpAgua. 


knv as another deputy chair* 
man. KrenUm watchers said 
they knew of no precedent for 
naming two people to the post 
and that ~we are just not sure 
what they ithe Sovietslare up 
10." General Andropov haa 
held the KGB leadership 
since 1967 and Is one of la 
members of the Soviet poUc* 
buro. 


Cypriot 
President 
turns left 

Freiideni Kyprianou of 
Cyiwus. in a political volte 
face, has formed an unex¬ 
pected alliance with ihe pro* 
soviet Communist Party. 
AK£L Mr Kypriaoou. who 
leads a small centre-n^c par¬ 
ty had to purge his cabinet as 
the price tor communist elec¬ 
toral support. The future of 
the British bases on the 
sirategicaliy Important island 
is in peril as a result ol this 
allgnmeot. The AKEL is ali» 
oxpectad to ask the Pie u d ei t 
to renew his dela for more 
iKan £200 million from the 
'BrlUsh gevertueeat as com- 
pmutlM- 


Aaron Abuhatseira, minis¬ 
ter of labour and welfare in 
the Uenachem B^n cabinet 
who was convictetTcf siealiAi 

K vernment money, fraud and 
each of public trust, said 
that be would resign. This 
announcement makes things 
easier for Mr Begin who wes 
rather reluctant to dismiss Mr 
Abuhaueira as he belonged 
to the Tami party on wmeh 
the cabinet depended for sur¬ 
vival. Mr Abuhatseira. howev¬ 
er. said he was not resigning 
from the Knesset (Parlii* 


rest all specufatlons by 
announcing chat it would con¬ 
tinue to support the govCAi* 
ment but would not refrain 
from cerly elections if Mr Be- 
^n'f UJnid coalition looses its 
aaforlty. Observers feel that 
Mr B^n might call for earl)b 
elections around October 
Opinion polls show that hJs 
popularity is increasing. 


BrleHy 


Carlos 

ftiilcos again 

Tba iniemationel terrorist 
Carlos II hetievfd to have 
been behind the recent mur¬ 
der of two employees of the 
French embassy in Beirut. 
Guy Cavillo and nU wife Caro¬ 
line were shot in t heir G at but 
the moiive irf the killing is 
unknown. 

Army help tor 
Worid Cup 

To curb mounting terror- 
iSA. launched by the lerroriat 
group ETA. Spam has decided 
to saHi the help of the army 
This should make life safer 
during the comiM World Cup 
soccer matches. RWentlyfour 
explosions rocked the Madrid 
communication centre caus- 
iim damw M more chan £S 
mSlion. Earlier, ETA terror¬ 
ists had a ttacked mil itary bar¬ 
racks. 

Training for 
Ugandan army 

Less than a week aftar 
Amnesty Intern stionsl conde- 
Aoed Che Ugandan army for 
iodiscriminate killiim of civi- 
liaos, a 36-inaii Common¬ 
wealth iQiJicary force has* 
started a rigorous training 
mogreame for the army. The 
Commonwealth force consLsti 
mainly of officers from the 
British. Canadian and Ausira- 
llao armies. 


Harare 
for Salisbury 



Mugabe, chtnging ntmes 

The Zimbabwe Prime 
Minister, Mr Robert Mugabe, 
recently announced new 
Affjcanised names for 32 
cities and towns in the coun¬ 
try. Salisbury will henceforth 
be known as Harara. Said Mr 
Mugabe: **Names that are re. 
minders of the colonial past 
are being changed to new 
names befitiing the culture of 
the people. 

Lagos 

costliest city 

According rd a survey cun- 
ducted by tne Bvsintas Inter' 
nsiiontl of New York, the 
capital of Nigeria. Lagos. Is 
the costliest city m the world. 
T^yo coMdf ACBnd aod Oslo 
third. London, which was 
second only to Tokyo just a 
few yean ago. has Fallen back 
lo ine 20th place. The cities 
were ranked in comparison to 
iht cost of living In New Yprk. 






""Be a Nutraniul dadaT 
sajs mighty Dara Singh 



Sanctuary for Nilgiri 
mountain gnat i —i 

Th« Ttmil Ntdu iov«nunent hu moc- 
tioned €.42 lakbs for citablishm^ « 
uncruAr; for the Nilgiri tehr, e unli^ue 
mouniiin goot now threete&ed with 
extinction. i1)e senciuary will be ia a 
78.4€ tq km area in Coonoor taluk of 
Nilgiri oi$trict. The Nilgiri labr, whicb 
inhabiti the boulder itj^ewn terrain of 
the Ntigirif, has been clawjfied ai an 
endangered animal under the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act 1972 and is included 
in the Red Book of the International 
Union for Conservaion of Nature 
(IVCN) Accordingto the chief conser¬ 
vator of forests. Tamil Nadu, forest 
squads will henceforth patrol the area 
to prevent poaching and research on 
the behaviour of the mountain goat 
will be initiated. 



Award for Hindi writemr) 


Search for rare herbsi—i 

The Althil Bharatiya Vanoshadhi 
Abhyas Mandat (Alt India Forest 
Medicine> Study Board), led by their 
8S-yeir old president Va(dyi Raj Bap- 
al, recently conducted a $tudy<um' 
I research camp in the Abujhmarh 
forests in Bastar, Madhya Pradesh. 
The area is a storehouse of rare ayur¬ 
vedic herbs and medicines. The team, 
consisting of leading botanists and 
ymdy^s. identified 200 ayurvedic 
herbs. 20 of them, rare species. 

Gall stone removal 
without surgeryr .— i 

For the first time in the country, a 
stone has been removed from the Pile 
duct without surgery. This was 
achieved by Dr J. B. Dilawari of the 
Post Graduate Institute of Medical 
Education and Research. Chandigarh. 
The method followed was the insertion 
of an endoscope through the mouth 
into the stomach of the patient. This 
new endoscopic procedure takes only 
20 minutes and requires no anaesthe¬ 
sia. The patient can even start eaiiDg 
merely six hours after the removal o? 
the stone and can leave the hospital Ia 
two days. 

New mini mobike r ■ i 

Karnataka Scooters, a Joint sector ven¬ 
ture, recently released (he first batch 
of mini sotorcycles manufactured in 
collaboration with BSA Ltd., UK. 
Named BSA Falcon GT SO. it U a **oew 

K neration” vehicle yrith a high per* 
finance engine and four gears. After 
the designs, drawing ana spedfka- 
dons ware received from the collabor¬ 
ating company, h took Karnataka 
Scooters oruy nliia aotitbs to menufac- 
ture tbt first batch of motorcycles. The 

- .. targm is SOOO 

10.000 in 190 and 




Renowned Hindi writer Mahadevl 
Verma has been ewarded a cash prim 
of Rs one lakh for her invaluable 
contribution to Hindi literature. The 
award has been presented by the Uttar 
Pradesh Hindi Sansthan. 


School for slum ktd « i 

The Bustee Welfare Centre, (BWC) of 
Cakuita, a volunury social waUar* 
orgaoisation. has decided to construci 
a school for slum children and a voca* 
tional Eraining cencra. The Calcutta 
Corporation has promised aH help.. 

MP bill for corneal 
grafting i- - - 1 

As part of in efforts to help the blind, 
the Madhya Pradesh govenuneoi re¬ 
cently paMod (he corneal grafting bill 
authorising (he extraction of the co^ 
oaa from unclaimed bodies, for pur¬ 
poses of surgical grafting. After the 
Dill was passed, the chief minister, 


other ministers were inspired enough 
(o announce the donation of their eyes. 


Compiling knowledges 

When it comes to tenacity, detenniaa* 
(ion and perseverance there wUl be 
few who can match 7Q-ycar*oid Binod 
Kanurtgo. For almost three decades 
now. he has been working on a 7$ 
volume Oriya encyclopaedia projaci.. 
covering 15,000 subjects. Literally 
trudging through mountains of refer¬ 
ence meterial, he has singlehandedly 
published 90 volumes it a cost of Rs 10 
lakhs with no assistance whatsoever 
from (he government. His encyclo¬ 
paedia has oOOO registered subscribers 
who form the main source of finance 
for the project. The Oriya encycio 
paedia titled Jnsnmsndat ts modelled 
on the lines of the Encyclopaedia 
Britanmca. Mr Kanungo has classified 

Women honoured, c__ 


and Indexed raferenct files number¬ 
ing 20.000 OD every conceivable topic 
of human activity and endeavour. Says 
Mr Kanungo, ”My problem Is to make 
simple and concise oetes eut of (he 
huge material." ttli eldest darter 
Deepti (3S) and three sons^-nbak 
(91). Deepak (26) and Alok (2Sh-‘ara 
helping him in filing and indexing the 
material mostly gleaned from news¬ 
papers. Mr Kanungo feels (hat he has 
enough material to finish the remain¬ 
ing 4$ volumes. Undaunted by this 
gargantuan task he has undartakan. 
Mr Kanungo is already on to - yet 
another projea—a four-volume encyc¬ 
lopaedia on the ancient culture and 
history of Orissa. 






Sat. KMBoan DBvi Mrs gwapna 

The Calcutta based Ladies Study 

S oup, a unit of the Indian Chamber of 
immerce, recently honoured three 
women who have distinguished them¬ 
selves in various fields by awarding 
them cash prlaes ol Rs iLOOO each. 
The three were Mrs Brit Hodne who 
teaches the disabled tad bandkapped, 
Mrs Bwepna Choodhury. a moug- 
rainaer and Mrs Keenan Devi, the 
WKipee idol of ytse ei yeer. Tbt award 


Chowdhury Mrs Brit Hodne _ 

t resentatlon ceremony was followed 
y a seminar on ^Progressive Con¬ 
cepts" in which personalities like the 
former Supreme uurt judge. Mr V. R. 
Kriahaa Iyer, Mr Marx fully of the 
BBC. Mrs Madhuri Shah of the Uni¬ 
versity Grants Commission, former 
cabinet minister and Janata party 
leader. Mr Ravlndra Varma, and the 
•conomist, Dr Freddie Mehta, partici¬ 
pated. 







THE UNIQUE 2~IN-1 



A ix'trij^tTator 




opening lh« door, but ajoohnic*] ftdv*no« 
m*At for inoro«iod cooling dfioionop. 

With th« wa1«r cooler you open th« 
door only hell tb« monbor of tuner. 

The r«u2l! 

CoohOQ efficiency ie up. the etrein 
on (he compreeroT u down, A nving 
on eleci/if ity—up to 25%. 

The orpecity of the witer cooler ie 
d.4 lilrei (20 glaeMe)--en averege 
fam: I y’e dai iy requiremen i, 

In add) lion. only Zenith oflera a , •.'% ^ 

bu I It'in vol (age eiabiUter^x^and a 1^- ^ \ 

Iwo'way eu toma tic de Iroel mg eyslem 
which makes it possible to restart the ' 

refrigerator even while it is undsr i 

defrosting. tv ’tr 


Spooiel Feeturot: 

□ World class compressor and 
insulation material 

O Tilting bctrie rack 

□ tamlnated table top 
O Adjustable shelves 

□ Removable butter, cheese boaes 
and egg racks. 


Hallmsrk of quality 
1475/1878 


Available m 185 litre and 310 litre 
aiaae lyiih bujihin water cooler or es 
standard models. 


Truly* years ahead. 
Truly* world cTass. 

Uq^ Sftkei CcrpOTftfiofi 

Head office: 

U'15, Connaught Place 
New Delhi 110001 
Phone: 3&3521 

Brandies: 

Bombay {R):)222651) 

8a3l) 

22X. 

i, Madras (Ph: 810S78) 

New Delhi ^ 038481) 


cum water exHiler jf. 
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K if «y h foin^ to be a very 

IVXinponant month for 

the career of Kumar Cuurjv 
tith second film, in which 
he is playing a role 
which is '’serious and diffe* 
rent, a great deal different 
from my first filmr is to be 
released. The film. Teri 
Kasan, directed by A. C. 
Tj>f<^'hander. Kumar 
Caurav (also known as Sun* 
ry) has some thirty films on 
hand and all those thirty 
films depend on what hap- 
pens to this one him. ”1 was 
never aa nervous then, us 1 
am now. The release of f.ot e 
Story didn't really friahien 
me. But the release of Ten 
Xesjm, IS really giving me 
sleepless n (gh t s.” r*a u ra V 
says. 


Jaaiendra number one 


A ccording to reliable 
/^sources the real number 
one iS Jettendra, not Ami- 
tabh S^hchan.There are 
times when there are three 
Jeeiendra siarrera released 
the same day all over the 
country, and most of them 
are good runners. Jeetendra 
has not had a flop in a very 
long rime. His success story 
has gaitied importance alter 
he conquered the south. In 
Madras they don't start a 
film in Kindi without con¬ 
sulting Jeetendra It is only 
when jeetendra rejects an 
^fer that it goes to someone 
else. 

S eriice continues to slip. 

The last three films in 
which Sarika starred proved 
to be areai disasters at the 
bos-officeand Sanka her¬ 
self had very insignificant 
roles in all of them. 
Apparently, Sarika is after 
die money and the big ban¬ 
ners and IS not very con¬ 
cerned about her career as 
an actress. Ask Sarika why 
she is slipping and she says, 
**! am not slipping Who told 
you t h at? In Uct, i a m get * 
ring better roles now. Nevt 
year is going to be a very 
crucial year for me. So; 1 am 
keeping my fingers cros¬ 
sed." That's what Sarika has 
been saying for the lasr 
three years! 


AmHtbh. booking tor 
saiiifacnttn 


W hat's happened to 

Varroqut Sha/lrh? Re¬ 
cently, a young filmmaker 
went up to him and asked 
him to play a role in a film 
he was planning Farooque 
heard him out and than 

S ioicd a price which sent 
a young filmmaker home. 
He couldn't believe whgt he 
heard. He has now decided 
to make the film with 
another actor. 


Ai/mar Cevrat .* nervous 


T here is a cold war going 
on between Shabana 
Aam/and Smita Paiit and 
ih^ were the best of 
friends once. The war 
started some time in 19S0 
and it is only becoming 
worse with time Smita spe 
cially blames Shabnna for 
loosing some very good 
roles. It will, therefore, be 
mon interesting to see 
^em act together in 
Arrftj. 


capabte of much more 


I f Tma Munim continues to 
show the indifference she 
is showing to her career as 
an actressjshe will soon 
have to tell a sad non. Her 
pcrformarkce in two lilms 
released recently, Teh 
Vaada Raha and Rajpur 
have come in for a lot of 
criticism from people close 
to her. Tina stifi has youth 
on her side. Sba must im¬ 
prove U she has to last and 
she must improve fail. If 
not, she will only ^ there in 


Sbabana and Smira- worst of enomtes 


aU ihoea goasip migariAit 
and the ro^s wUf stop com 




1C7|aas(Baat 


A miiabhBachcbanhaa 
/iL made a final decision: 
he will take it easy and not 
work on more than five 
films in a year. Eventually 
he wants to cut down the 


number. Health Is one of the 
major factors, apart from 
the fact that he wants quali¬ 
ty to be the hall mark of his 
films. He is now looking for 
“Total satisfaction as an 
actur. the kind of satisfac 
tiort I have yet to find." 


r Ben irmarhi is get ti ng 
X^husy with the preduc- 
tiDii of her third film. This 
talented Telugu ectrass has 
tried her hand at writing, 
directing and producing and 
IS currently enga^d in mak¬ 
ing a mythuUigicA film for 
children. We only hope that 
thisfilm will not meet with 
the fate of her earlier ven¬ 
tures: Xachairri and Oke/ie- 
n Rairi. Bush the films were 
comploted two years ago 
and are yet to be released. 


S o what if Saritha prefers 
Rajnikitni as a persuu? 
She still ihinkb there is no 
one to beat Kamahhasan, 
when it comes to eeting. 
Coming from Sarithe, her¬ 
self a wunderful actress, 
this is indeed a compliment 
to Kamal. According to the 
actress, Ra jni needs to im¬ 
prove his diction, which at 
the momeni, is quite indis¬ 
tinct. 


S outh Indian film produc¬ 
ers are angry with the 
film censors. About 25 films 
have been held up because* 
the censors have «ent them 
to the revising committee in 
Bombay. The producers are 
mad because the ''censors 
are objecting tu simple 

K tsand sen scenes." 

It irks them is that even 
scenes which show a charac¬ 
ter's belief in superstition 
are being censored. 


Tayamafini seems to be 
J the bane of the censors, 
m the Telugu version of the 
film Jeyamah*m,in which 
she plays the lend role, 
there are over 70 cuts. The 
film has not yet been re¬ 
leased because it is still in 
the cl utches of t h e censors. 


don't have much faith in 


marriage,' said Pratap 
Pnthen when asked if he 
was going to be a confirmed 
bacJielor. The question was 
Justified, coming at a time 
when almost all the other 
actors have jumped the 
broom. 


S ttma is back in action 
after the birch of her 
baby. The first film after the 
delivery is in Malaya lam 
andSeemaispiunnn^ to 
leave for the United States 
around the middle uf May 
for the shooting. The film 
will be directed by /. V. Sasi. 
herhusband,and probably 
the most ardent fan the ac* 
trees has. 



CANARA BANK’S GULF CONNECTION IN DUBAI- 

AL RAZOUKI 



FOR QUICKER REMITTANCE SERVICE 


CANARA BANK S gulf ^ 
connection with Al Razouki 
offers expamates the total 
range of remittances and 
services throughout the 
world And for Indians living 
in Oubai it is an easier, 
quicker way of remitting their 
savings to India either to 
open Non-Resident Rupee 
and Foreign Currency 


Accounts or for maintenance 
of their families Apart from 
offering personalised 
service. Ai Razouki 
mternational Exchange 
Company will help them 
transfer the remittances to 
the remotest parts of India 
through more than 1350 
branches of CANARA BANK. 


Yes. CANARA BANK S gulf 
connection is something to 
tell your friends and relatives 
in the UniM Arab Emirates 
about. 

For further p/MS9 cooracf 
rr}« f>94f9sr drench of Conora B^nk 
to fnofa or At Raxoukt fnfornattooat 
EtcOoftgo Company. Ootfa, Ovbi. 



Al Rozcxjki Interootioool 
Exchonge Company 


V ♦ 

t I. * I* it t / I 


CANARA BANK 


U«v«s>oo 


mesiiicA wM'rt 





tiktn iU end the people there believed yo« nave to tw snocK 

that they would not recover unless the ! pre« Particularly these days-R. 
three women, ail over SO were | ^ Hegde. Janata Party general 

done away with, the SP sai^ jVmes of \ •*€retary 

India <0. P. Bajaj, Varanaail I Our intent is not to spin the party. 

I we just want the implemeniation of 
SIMLA; A student who received his i the five-point programme—Akbar 
degree at the seventh convocation of i Ahmed 

! < -c. yo- —-h-*. cn. 
the degree end Mid the tertif.e.ie h»d . '"fy wetiyend then make 

no value. He then diiplayed a paper ' eKu»»-I"d'r« Gandhi to Datbart 
hung around h.a neck vS.ch read, -uni- I «'"«»>• ‘h.ef mimater 

versity authorities, we hate you You j jj mPs and MLA« from other states 
are plaving with our lives. TJie vice- ] consider it their duly to come and 
chancellor.OrL. P. Singh who had pre* make a report on ih* communal 
seniad the degree told the student that | dashes in the state. MPs and MLAs 
within a year, he would know the value j -famil Kadu should have the 
of the degree. Among those who witnes- i right to visit other states where 
sed the incident were tl^ union finance ! ,ych communal clashes lake 
minister.MrPranabMukherieeandthe place—M. C, Ramtchandrin 
Himachal Pradesh Governor. Mr A. N. , 

Banerji—Hindu (B. Suryanarayanan. : I hope sincerely that we do not go lo 
Madras) ^ war. but who knows—Margaret 

' Thatcher 

CADAG (Karnataka); Due to non‘ . Here is the Argentme flag ami, with 
availability of tickets the city bus ser- *11 resp^t ro Great Britain and 
vice has been stopped since 12 April. | <bey will have to under. 

There is i» oossibilitv of resumina the that the world has changed 

and certain things of the past can* 
not return-Leopnldo caltieri. 
President of Argentina 


MEERUT: About a dosen army dogs 
were used by a colonel to foil the 
hou^e grabbing move by a Congresstli 
legislator here yesterday (\4 April) The 
annene of the local Patiala House, in 
which (he aged mother of the colonel 
used to live had been allotted to the 
legislator who accompanied by about 
two dosen supporters occupied the 
house. The colonel, who i$ living in his 
^ficial residence in the cantonment 
area, rushed to the scene and tried in 
vain to persuade the legislator. The 
colonel then brought a clostn trained 
dogs and let them loose i.i the house. 

Wichin no time, the legislator and his 
men were on their heels. Later the 

legislator alleged that the colonel was Hubli or Bangalore, it is leamt —£ie- 
occupying the annexe illegally. Howev- ecan HaraJd <D. V. Svbiivas. Bagalkot) 
er. this morning the colonel took army 
men and trained dogs in mufti to throw 
away the household goods of the legisla¬ 
tor who accused the colonel of misusing 
armyraen and dog^Hindusten Times 
(B. b. Seth, Alwar) 

TRIVANDRUM; The relay utyagraha 

f oing on here for the last four yeara— 

*84 days (o be exact—by the Kerala 
Nadar Mahajana San^ham ‘‘ended** to¬ 
day, with the sippiof of lemon juice 
offered to a saryaOThx by the Cotijpes- 
a(I) leader, Mr fi. Kirunajcaran. Howev* 
er. the relay satygnha U '‘srill con- 
tinuiag” with a member of the saa* 
gaol’s you(h wing taking ir up saying 
that the demands for which the agita¬ 
tion had been started four years ago had 
not been met. The saryagraha vras 
started on 14 March 1978'demanding 
reservation of jobs for nadan com* 
mansurate with the parcaotfgc of the 
community's strength in the atate's 
population and oehiK such dcoanda— 

Ifmdu (Latba Nair, Trivandpun) 

SlDDireT: The Slddipet CoUega locntf* PHAGWARA: BewgtiMrfofe you open 
W« unanimously decided to withdraw doors to a woman atnjfk. One jeeta of 
the inv^adon by the staff members. Beer IMaadoli village let a seemihgly 

They iDvged that the students appear* helpless woman in, wnoseiJ she wanted 
ing for ue cxaminaiioos have been to stey for a night. And along came a 
abuslna. uitimidad^ and threatecung gaan of armed men. They roobad the 
the stair members. Student leaders say kina hostess of gold and cash worth Rs 
that ^e eyilabiii has not been com- 20.000. Panchayar's have a^ed villa* 
plated due to inadeauata staff, They gars through public asnouAcements not 
tiao damandad tha witwawd of police to open doors at nl^ to nay unknown mystiqus 
from tha college campus fndka £» woman—/nd/aa aJjBPass (Sbandil Kilachand 
press (P. Janarohana ue, Hydarabad) Prabhu. 6oUo) '' day Revjo 


NAWADA (Bibar); A S<Vytar*old boy of 
village Sagma in Warsaligan) district 
and son of a college leecher was sUeged- 
ly kidnapped on 18 April by a weslthy 
man of village Sakra and married to a 
22 year-old girL accordu^ to the police. 
A case has been registered and a 
vigorous search for the boy is on— 
irfdfjA Nation (S. II. Fakhrullah, 
Gomoh. Bibarl 


NEW DELHI: An inMto by the Central 
Bureau of InvestiBfnon has been 
ordered into the reported presence ol 
human hair in a lunch packet and dead 
insecs in the pudding contatner of a 
passenger on board a domestic Indian 
Airlines flight last December and serv. 
ing of rotten omJene on a Calcuna* 
Delhi flight in Jinun this year. This 
was announced in thffMk Sabha today 
(16 April) by Mr A.^fimnna, minister 
for tourism and cxvlT tHation—States¬ 
man (R. Sekar, CaloM) 







ni€an 


A atiluh of aodA or waier. a iinkl« «f lec.« quick Vk 

•Ad ic is ready. The drink that «i]] pamper yoor 
throat and freahnesa to your day. Kiauo Onsige 
Squash ii made from (he choicBSt sun drenched 
orartges brimming wUh nuiriciiia and eoergy. 

A pfe*blend«d>r^y (o pow.balanced concentrate. 
i( needs no further sweetening. 

Kissan Squash comes in all your favourite fruity flavoun 
atipricewjthm your reach. No* there la ao re«an why 
you shouldwait tiH you are thinly. 


Squaah 


n* A 


■. wrw •> 






Sai^ky uitHf, Beslnnfng'd May 


By AMRITLAL 


(II 1^11^14 Utf) TTw 

2b/^rSIP4heuia prov^teM • 9itecm$ 

/ ^ yfelul vMk for )«w. on whoa. 

dPiTnWo hont w»i romili 

va B Bourco of |oy 

M IntpinOon for you. A Igoky wMk for 
thooo In oorvlco I choncoo VO M you wH b» 
promotod ffiio wook. A opodol word of 
BugpooHon to buoinoovnon: thli wook your 
prOBpocti VO pood, 10 do not hotimo lo 
omv ma now dooli. A war wfl ortnp pood 
nowo. Tha It not 0 good wook for rorwico 
OoBdUtn: ti. l2v>df3.ioayf>w ^ 
2 v«d S. FtMonHt artcHto: South 


nr -1 TttBUi (II aty-M am) e*- 

for Pa ctoud looming ovor 
domottic from. iMt win 
I i w bo. by and lorpt, o 

ftvouroba wook for you. Proo- 
poot VO Wpn for Pgomootmtn. Howfvor. 
t word of odvico: do not akt unnocotovy 
rltkt. Por Ihooe in tofvKo, (hit a t wMk ol 
opportunitlot Mokt tvory effort a puth forth 
your pimt vxf you wiH m crowned wkh 
tuceoet. Keop t watch on your hoanh. 
Romonca a not wvi tipnifad Chack ax* 
travaganco. M IMn; P. 11 and 13. Ualqr 
—ala: 3. 4 and I Fttti ft ia Ikaciaa: 
Eaat. 


taniJapa 

At tkcoM oppWiAy laa a 
*nVsJ /^nm tor you towwdt Sa and 
r>w7|) fCh of tfa waP. Tato fiA 

df k and you wa lawo fuck 
imilnp on you. Tha «a be a very hjEky 
waak tor you. Vour ptona art My to be 
praaod by tnoa to aia«rtty H you lire k> 
buimaot. lueraivo dotla art cominp your 
way. Prtondi and rafaiaaa wa roHy vound 
Vto keap you buoy during ta avanmpa. 
WaiBh your laeP. Check emvagoneo. 
Said lam: P. 11 aid 13 LaPf Mobvt: 2.4 
va 7. fiiMiat iaatoaiiuiui 


VMM (II IpaMir II Oaa- 
bvf ttoa a a weak of bright 
proipaat tor Mooa jnvohad In 
v3|maMfiof Vahovt Ypurpvt- 
'iSAm I Wfl bo OMbomobf vtoar* 
atandtog. ao do not Iota Ima et naUng Sa 
propoaal you heva a mMd The protoattonv 
front took! bright, Lucktor oraa among you 
nay gal a promoOon. Buaeaaamon, loo «a 
nako rapid progrooa. Howawr. a «mrd of 
warning do not antor Mo contfonarMt v 
WoRh you haelh and chock oi- 
travaganco Italltin: 10. tlandU.bMly 
aenbon: 3. 6 and I Favovabto Mocllaa: 
Waal. 


CgSWS' tAMTTAMUl tfl DVMlV 
^ tonvy) TNa weak you wll 
CU^Mr^^ba botharad by innumorabia 
|w\g|Kjpfoblarna. A journey may hoto 
m f TrliWtoho oomo of your probtoma. 
Otaro are adriaad to at your Muibon bo 
your pado lha weak. Thto a a good wook for 
croadvo artM. A now aoalgnmoni wM kaap 
you buay vid help you wm the praiaa of 
ihoae b> autfarky. The domaabc from win 
remain peaceful. Hovavor, do not taka too 
iTMy Nbarttoa with your awoatnavt. 8oal 
Mat: 1,10 vid 14. Ueby wtmHrt: I, 7 and 
9 F aaavabl a MraaPaa; Southoaat.' 


UffHCMH (>» iaaavy<^l4 
^FabutofT) Moat of your pfoaa- 
r {Qyigeig prot^a art Hkaty lo M 
LX^^e^^aotvod tNa week. Moreover. 

nyojg oflorta wW bo crowned 
wMh ifjccaoa However, a word of w«m(r>g 
your anarmea wit ba vary ecova tfva wook, 
ID bo on your guard. The flrwKSal front dooa 
not lock parbeulartybnght. Youmay havato 
nako fraah toana. Howovar. iha domoabc 
front wW ramam calm and bo a aeurca of loy 
and MpkaHon tor you. Romance la well 
oignHtod thia wook field laM: 10. 13 artd 
14 UNfey avatin: 1. S ano |. Feioanbla 
MiiiMii; Waal. 


^ ^ fortunoa. 

kL j Sq You wMI have good rcMona to 
feat narvoua and vuouo. Tha 
V £di«Jvtitudo of fhandi and mam* 
ben of your family may worry you. You are 
Hkety to feel lonely In the couroe of tf>e week. 
Friers end reiettvea wM ahun you. Howev- 
V. do nof get depreaoed Thia ia a very pood 
week for romance. So aeek the love ar>d 
ttappinaea you heve been ncemo. from your 
belovod WtKh your health ctoaofy tfVa 
wook. Oool Itlai: 12, 13 and IS. M? 
aaaiban: 2. 4 and 6 Favaanbto If ri ct ii w: 
Souihaaat and Northwa a i. 

rTTT<::;C^ CANCCA <16 Mf-14 MpaM 
FmandaHy. thia la a pretty 
fovourabi# waak tor you. You 
bo in a poawon to repay 
moat of your debt*. Thia « not 
a pood wook for maidng droaPc cfwnpoa. 
Howaw. In ctaa it la obaoiutaiy nocaaaary 
for you to make chanpao. make kjo mv 
you cenauit your Vdarv before matong any 
movaa. Do not pal upaat ti you ara oppooafl 
by mamben of your famky. Look forw a rd to 
a WMr mat wHi bnnQ pood npM. fiaad diiaa: 
9. 12 and II. uaw aaaita n: a. 6 and 9. 
fawBfihfi dkiifaa: Waot. 


B UM! (II Octobv—14 Nma- 
bar) The may turn out to ba a 
t a mer daappcwting week tor 
yOu. Your cunant avipnmare 
may fai trougn Anowundv* 
laWtg may not yMd mo roouba you hove 
boon oxp etfin g . Do not foal uriduiy worried k 
you have to depend on yov triondi to a very 
larga aitent. natoPi'aa may rw ba very 
dapandabla thia week. A word of atfvteo: try 
not to dapond too much on otwe. but bo 
datorminofl end bnvo mo vtoto wim forti* 
ludo. fiMi lator 11. 13 vtd 15. laeby 
iMlarf: 1. 4 and a. Faanrabii HieePea' 
Eaai 


a lCOm fil MaiMbif 14 Om 
aanbar) A waak of axoilvt 
opporuniboa aw afa you it you 
art Involved m crotolve pur* 
auNa Do not heaftaia to tounch 
a nwN voniuro; I wH tom out to be auccaeo* 
tol Young onoi vnong you are adviaad to 
taka WHaiFia and piunga form. Finvi cia ay. 
(Na la a lucky panod tor you' you wW be in a 
poatoon to repay your doMa A laov toward! 
me and of m# week eii bring you good 
nawa Chack a«»mraganca. fiM lalaa: P. 
12 and 16* laMy avMn 3. 6 and 9. 


0>af;^AQUMN)l (II FtkrHnH-14 
l^^^p^toarcai A weak of mxad for* 
LjgTT;^ tuna a m itora tor you. UrwriRi 
ir?>oHmant may lead to Anarv 
loaaaa. On me other harto, 
ihoaa kivolvod in manara of me haart art 
bkafy to have a vary ptoaoant tkna tnte waak. 
Your parmv win be complying and make mu 
a happy waak tor you Eldert and ihoaa in 
aum^ are going to iraal you with raapact. 
Children wMtumoultoba very demanding. 
CMton; do noi toae your lompr. Chock 
oktravaganco fiaab dataa: 12. 13 and i$. 
kjMy aatoban: 3. 7 and I. FtvoorabJa INaa* 
fiaaa: Souh arto Northa aa l. 


T^-Tj^nscu (II Manh^ia April) 
Piacoana. kaop a sharp watch 
your haaRh this waok. The 
K^>>2^^ donia a b c Ironi la going to poea 
I iffi Naavaro probtoma tor you. You 
ara goir>g to have soma vary aeriouo mil* 
undarstandmg wtm yourspouoa. Do not loaa 
your tempv, but daal wim the altuabon 
tactfuly. ma storm eil paaa. Thooa on the 
tookout tor work may find a job Others will 
bo praiaod tor your adorta. Chock oxtrava* 
Qvico. fiaad latoa: 9. it and 14 Unky 
BMban; 1. 3 and 9. fa iavib J i airtsgot: 


Fv Utoaa ban Mvaaa II Aprfi bM lamr Moat of you are bom w«i a 

abong aaoM of Indapandanca. ConoaguaiMy. ycu ara MMad 
tow a rd! bualnaaa nmv than ma aarvicaa. You make ejcceiVuf 
buatoaaaman aapadaNy whan yew buamaM daato wim paper, 
publahinp bouMkjuto. ootoon, aM v riama of haiey. Ouceaaa 
oeMtoyeutaiiiir, buiyouhMatondvtoycftoMipididubibPto 


Ab a raauft; you fieouanly auflv from ftnanoal loaaaa. fl ia not 
iutoMtog If you rijn Into anormoua dabta. Howprar. dabta are not a 
p arrevtont toaluro vid you rapay (ham wim v uncanny ragutarky. 

You have famoua broPwa; but mo avongoat {nAuanco in your Wa. 
ooffM bom yew rnomv. Your voreaHty takoa you fv In kfa." 
AMugh tow of you haM a amoom bapmmng to your ovov.' 
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entire moutt> 
sperklingcleftnend 
fresh No wonder 
Flash won the world 
selection award in 
Viervie^fis quality 


DENTAL CREAM 

Flash ■ •ml*. Pms tt on. 


The sa^y*btue mouth 
purifier in Flash wN 
freshen your breath 
the moment you surt 
bfushanoyourteeth. 
and wuneeve your 


for total mouthcare. 

Because the care that 
cotnesin Ftashwill 
bnohten your healthy 
sm^ day after day, 
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QminoM j 

1. Aptrtfrofn b«in0 Ndwwd millt.«hal 
% cu(^? 

2. OSwr ttwn coddol mid» of 
vomioutn. 90 ote.. Kiiat to a manri? 

3. Whsi to Vto QMi my? 

4> Erigltoh ttoraiuro wftto to tfto SMnic 
achool? 

$. WhAl to a Yu? 

6. Tutado Jatotoia aro ¥afy rmicft to 
fatoiien. How dW it gto too iwmo? 

7. VM to Motoor Ctoo/a cNMi? 
d. Hugo oaa w mm tmmd by «M 
qualtaa on too ocm tor ara antogfy 
rtooffid 10 aa to! wMto toM to bto 
camel rwno? 


t. VtoMt to a toaaf? 

10. A $«naon'$ poat to io mathtog you 
.wouto to on i toap- Yto to i? 

11 . to Qroak mytootogy. ito to too god of 
com? 

12. Vtoto to a tocy ray? 

13. Mto U aa o andod inio too stow 
phoro in a bton? 

14. to Htodu mytootogy, «tNt to Ptoato? 


'Wios ‘toM* ■ «to 1000 duojto 0 to R *01 

utoop 

toOT IM* top *0 totou ItoWb tod 
4q pocnoo wof put Mout ^ annu y '6 

sutoiftoi -f 

'toood/Uuioto <0 untouii otoy Mo to» All 

01 idtono sputo AitotoJimM poQ V Y 
'RiOA MONopomi p to OMO 
Hiopto a man popufOuo ponf aiu. 9 

•apof Piopaitf y *$ 


oototoy oip p aopd 
•jopun op p uo^ 


pPtoPtopototoS 

pptto 

oooda m mo to 


d M oo n om p pup 0 


Pto op to i >i 

p«9op pnOny Tl 

I toptol MM PUO 
iooPtoopop 71 
toiOMPO 'U 
opt to pod o^MOo 


aopOMMOun ppo put <toPMi ‘uoMp 
to Xopnog Aq uom6 oupu op to « > 

ooip ttopiQi MPtod OMX *e 
MWf totopop Aq AjrpMD 
pQi Op p p p^p pi top V otoo to I *e 

appp uodn 0A| op to POtoJ 
pp 0000 jpwM op oip to poc *t 
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DELHI DIARY 



FnsMieni and Mrs Reddy: eoseytng the test tew days in office 


PRESIDENT GOES 
SIGHTSEEING 


PRESIDENT NMlaai S«ajWa Red- 
dy is finslly reconcU^ to tht in* 
evirsble: he will oo( eorve ■ second 
term in office. So es the seerch for 
his successor is on (verious nenes 
from R. VeiUumremen to*B. D. 
Jetn ere being inentioneii)^ he U 
meking the best of his remaining 
few days in office sighiseei^. He 
came to Cakuna on 28 April with' 
out any official engagement. He 
spent the day visiting the tradition* 
al pilgrimage spots like Dak* 
shines war ana Belur and even took 
a look at the Botanical gardens) 


BUU WILL QUIT LOK DAL 


ALTHOUGH Mr Biju Painaik has 
been readmitted to the Lok Dak 
can there be any real reconciliation 
between him and Chaudhury Char* 
an Singh? The answer is a definite 
no but both of them are maintain* 
ing a tactful silence on the issue for 
the time being. Mr Patnaik is quite 
certain that the Chaudhurv will 
expel him from the Lok Del soon 
after the forthcomiru Assembly 
elections. Mr Charon ^ngh, on his 

f art, IS equally certain that Mr 
atnaik will not give in to him and 
will definitely not ditch Mr Chan* 

FREE ^^OR ALL AT 
CONC.ll) MEETING 


ON the eve of the Lok Sebha 
^elecijon in Bayana constituency 
of Rejasthan. the state government 
has gone all out to win over the 
people of Dhoipur which forms an 
Assembly segment of the consti¬ 
tuency. It has decided to make 
Dhoipur into a fulldlcdged district. 
For this announcement which was 
to be made by chief minister Sbiv 
Charan Mathur, a meeting was 
organised on IS April, at which 
former chief minister jagannath 
Palladia was also present. He could 
not be left out of the meeting as the 
byelection was necessitated by hts 
resignation as MP on becoming 
chief minister. But just as he got up 
(0 speak, the supporters of liu 

Mathur and Congressd) MP Rajesh 
Pilot started heckling him. Mr 
Pahadia could not finish his speech. 
Tlie meeting ended in a free for all 
between ai pro*Marhur and pro* 
Pahedie groups. If this is iba state 
of effairt In the ruling party then 
win ^ creation of any nunoer of 
new d^rkts help? 


dra Shekhar It is evident that Mr 
Biju Pitnaik will join the Janata 
Party soon after 19 May. In such an 
evenruelity. the Oriasa unit 6f the 
Janata Party will be the most 
embarrassed, for its leaders had 
declared with grut fervour at the 
Ahmedabed session of the unity 
talks that they would be ready to 
join bands with anybodyexcept rat* 
naik. Mr Semarendre kundu (for* 
mer union minister and Janaia 
leader in Orissa) bad. at that time, 
also threatened to quit the party .If 
Mr Biju Patnaik was taken in. 


REWARDED FOR 
MISCONDUCT 


WHAT happtne to Youth Congres* 
s(l) functionaries who fall foul of 
the law but still remain in ibe good 
books of the party leadership? they 
get kicked upstairs. Mr Jagdish 
Sehgal was recently removed from 
the presideotship of the East Delhi 
Youth ^ngressU) district commit* 
tee after he had been arrested for 
trying to occupy a piece of land at 
Shahadra at gun point. At the 
Delhi Youth CongrMl) meecii^ 
on 24 April addre^ed by Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, president Chulam Nabi 
Asad announced that Mr Sehgal 
was being appointed to a higher 
post: he was oeing made general 
secretary of Ibe Delhi Youth Con* 
gress(I}{ The meeting was also 
marked by very vocal display of 
disaffection with party affairs. Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi had to sit and listen 
to petty workers serirm that they 
were being "created like bonded 
labevr.” Tu prasfdem of the Seder 
district committee added, *Wt 
hav« been betrayed. Fleate seve us 
from bei^ sola" 


KESRI'S BLUFF 
CALLED 

e 

MR Sicaram Kesri. AICC(I) treasur¬ 
er end union minister, hes been 
particulerly vocal in his criticism of 
Maneka Gandhi since the Mes*bah(i 
conflict came out in the open. He 
has been consistently maintaining 
that Maneka playeo no part 'in 
Senjay's political life and that the 
opposition is using her for their 
own ends. Lest month, while he was 
holding forth at his vitriolic best in 
the central hall of Parliament, 
someone at last managed to put him 
in his place. It was Janata Party 
presideAT Chandra Shekhar who 



Kesri: rendeira egeinss Maneka 

cut him short */vith these words: 
"Why do you talk such nonsense? 
What use does the oppocitioD have 
for a fight between cne mother*in* 
law and dau^ter*io*law? If you 
don't keep quiet now. I will have to 
reveal all chose dungs that you 
used to tell me againat Indira Gan¬ 
dhi and Sanjay during tho days of 
the Janata govemnie&t. Shall I re* 
peat those very words with vAldi 
you used to a^se Sanjay and bis 
mother?" Mr Sicaram Kesri wk? 
dumbsinicfc aad quietly left the 
piece wltbeitt uttering anocber 
Word. ■ > ' 
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Watch out I 

Somebody has an eye on your money 


Howfvtr imtrt you $f9, 
thort't alwtyi a p^dtpockit 
•martar than you. That's 
ona pood raaaon to cartv 
I OB Travallari'Chaquas. 
Iiauad fraa of obarga at ovar 
SOO fOB brancbaa all ovar 
India. Accaptad at Indian 
Alrilitaa officas. loading 
hotals and banks, tmval 
agandaa and major railway 
atationa. in convaniani 
danomlrtitions of As. 1000/*. 
As. BOO/-, fis. 100/- and 
As. 60/-. 



K)B Travelers' Cheques 
risk-free ready cash 




Bird watching was my scene, 
until 1 leamt to Tingle with them. 



bubble# popped 

ttwn I 

It A Tln^lofl 
ten Mt Ion epreuing 
•lowlv aU over Ic wi# 
Wowf In sheer excite¬ 
ment. I burnt out • 

«rm Hi^Ungr 

"Keep going." she 
Mid. Tve #ms]l sip# 
end concentrate nn the 
iltvour." I kh « griduaJ 
flow of coofldmee in 
ray veins. My voice lost 
Its Quiver, and my 
knees didn't dance. 

When we flnlahed, 
Sia ran off to get 
another three Dottles of 


ntber..whew 1 The other 
was a Number IH. (If 
ytxj've seen Bo Derek. 
yiMj know what I 
mean ) 

I ran Inside, 
tirunched myaelf with 
•fler shSN’e (Brut!), 

And iny arms being 
lerrlhly under- 
nritirii^ed. I rolled 
my sleeves down. 

A ciy oT'Mupteee* 
Hhillled ciui. My voice 
quavered nut an 
answer Tlicn the ^rla 
were In ihe doorway, 
"Mugay. my filend 
wanis Uj borrow,..’' 

••inr aaldThc 
Vision. 

My handfi were wet 
and my heart was on 
Its worst behsviour. 
"You lixik lU." said The 
Vision, and the notes 
sUpped out of Diy 
hands and scattered 
over the floor. 

•my. Pm fine.'' I 
aald. tiylng toj(n>wl 
from the pit of my 
aiomach. 

**801 you do look 
feverish.''The Dream 
instated. Just then roy 
sister lefl the mom. 

The Dream’ leaned 
towmida ne and 
whiqxred. "Say. I 


know aomething that 
wtD ically perk you up.. 

*I1avc yoa ever 
Tla^ed?'* 

I alnost choked. 
Waa I hearing things 
'TIuil .Dngle...heh..hch 
...weD. fd Iwc ta* My 
throat fell like aand* 
paper 

My sister returned 
and they whispered 
among thensc^es 1 
saw my sister nodding 
vigorously. She went to 
LAS fridge and returned 
sdth three chilled 
hot ties of Dngkr 

“Heyr I said. "Ihat 
stuff Is strictly br the 
birds snd the weight- 
waichcre." 

It's ibr evciybody," 
the girls purred. ‘And 
yuura going to Tingle," 
"Nm. take a sip. 
and concentrate on 
vDur tongue." I Uxik a 
looglah sin and leli (he 
dcUckHis flavour of 
chiOrd, tangy ietnuoa. 
fflmD...lov^. 

•Don't swallow. 
Swirl your longue 
aiinino. Right! Can you 
feel It? Hun? Cjin you 
feet the Dngle^ 

I rolled Biy tongue 
around, jad a ailHoo 


Mu^ot 

When s poor guy 
sluga harder than the 
real Ifir the Eco paper, 
ihe guys at college csJI 
him "Mugpt»i" 

1hc girls ninvr 
smiled at me (»r nve 
me The LtK>k'. iney’d 
turn their backs on 
me and sniff 

The only girl who 
e^v^ s|v>ke to me was 
my sister. 

liul her friends 
wauled my nc»lvs Oh, 
)ea, they wanted iny 
notes alright. Her 
friends ne^vr asked me. 
they'd ask her. I was so 
fed up 

1 took up (he 
next bent tnlng. 
Birdwstchlng. 

Kingflshera and 
humming blnis. 

Cine d^. while 
watching 6 ul Itula, my 
life changed 

My eyes were glued 
to (he binoculars, when 
something entirely 
different came into 
focus 

Two neat numhera 
vrere siroUlng down the 
road lowaida my house. 
One of them was my 
pesky alsicr The 


l.iiTii'-l vmou 
AjUAclally flavonred 


Get the taste that Tingles 


HTOM91.74W 
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Wash your cottons with anythinQ,but give them 
the ultimate whiteness with Robin Blue. 


Now In a new,attractive modem pack.The trusted whrtener for ger^rations. 

Robin BlueJhe ultimate whiteness for cottons. 
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A symbol for trusted products at tMMne 
and for a growtng strength in exports. 
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Hindustan Lever exports - Rs.68 crores 


Hmduitan Lavef had a rgeord export ttirnovar 
of over Ra.68 croraa Int991,aa compared to 
Ra.43 crores in 1960^n irvcraasa of more then 
68% in one yaar.Tha Company it today India'a 
second largast e^^tar in the privaia sector. 

Meeting International atendarda 
The bulk of Hindustan Levar exports are 
producta made by the Company—soaps and 
detergents.procasaed oils and foods, 
and chemicals.Hindustan Laver's insistence on 
the highest standards of qualfty and hesvy 
investment in Research 6 Cevelopotent, 
enable it to compete in internetional marteta 
and wm awards like the prtstigioua ChemexcM 
Trfshul Trophy for the most omstanding export 
performance in 1980-1881 .RAD also hatps the 
Company to add value to products 
so they can fetch a higher price. 

For instance, Hindustan Lever s 
Research Seiantieia devafoped 
Covo.e cocoa-butter substitute 
derived from Sal.e non-tra^tiona] 
oiLThls was refined end 
upgraded and la ncnv used by 
chocolata manufactwefs in Europe, 
in addition to Europe. 

Hhiduatan Lever expc^ go to die 
Middle Eaei AuetraliAthe USA and 
USSR.Hinduaten Lever ie the 



firat prlvata sector company in India to aign a 
long-term protocol with the USSR. 

CoMaborating with thg emaH-aeale aeotor 
As a recogrtiaed Export House. Hindustan Lever 
has.bvar the years^hstped several small-acale 
unite in India to export lhair products.The 
Company prospects forelgrr markets through 
research gate information on designs and 
product specifications.lt works with the 
smell'scaie manufectursrs to make sure their 
products meet rigid quelity control sunderds. 
And it uses its world-wide eonr>ectlone to help 
them enter markets abroad. 

Recognising Hindusian Laver's performance fn 
exports, the Covernment of India has dealgnated 
the Compeny as a Trading House. 

Developing Iridia's exports ia a 
commitment with Hln^sten Lever. 

The Coir^ny's inveetment in export- 
oriented projects, da beet in taefinotogy. 
its experience and marketfng Htille ere 
helping it meet this natlonel prio^. 
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DMtf» of on oudHor/UmMh AnM and TooMf PanW 10 


■way 27 


HiM. i—yaf. poMItfafl and op d mitt 
An Indian V7 ^ Parta/Aanoha OupCa 


KaHmdM. an tt-armyrnan and tribal laadar apoha o 
miMbcaa to Ma tnbal braOvan, Al Aa wariM waa a I 
Iham. But whan ha organlMd Oiarn ha waa irai 4 
klllad by lha poUca of Bihar CM Dr JapanrW IM 
Huq want lo Stndhbhum lo brtnq ma aackiawa Hary 


$.$. Daa. a young audbor in a ehanarad acoountanta ton waa 
brutally mgfdarad m Ohanbad raoaniy. Why waa ha mwdarad? 
Did ha coma lo diacovar ma myaiartoMa gotnga^ M tha ecCL 
aalup? SuNcwT wvaatigataa. ^aatll. 


agalhVAifaih Shar Khan 24 
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Rakha wanna wad by Arw Saan 30 
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la tf>a CM ahiaioing 'corrupt' Aaaarrtiiy apaakarT/Swarup 3ana 3d 
Btoparappa cemaa out of poftbcoi ntbamaberutoulaa Famandaa 
la Baiu Uahandra gutty of forgary and tfiaatlno?/Ai«i Praiap 
QaiaMana damonanto againai irifuabearOlga TafHa 


KHifimotwi San: A cantanmai bi0uia4<ahliii Roy 40 




Tha World 45 
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Sundaywaak 61 
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Cabinet secretary's new role 

Th« cabicMt Mattvy. Mr Krlshauwtay ttip SaM, 
Memi increMinftly lo be tekuu oo the roJe of the 
centre't troublediooter. Duriae the hoeufe 4rvM in 
New Delhi, when two terroritu fordbly occupied th$ te 
of e Concteeed) MP. Mr Rao Seheb wm eeea et Ae 
coouDandpoft set up in the house oppooiee, aloof with 
the home seereiaiy Mr T. H. ChaturvedJ, the RAW 
Mr Santook and the cabinet's aarionai security adriaer. 
Mr R N. Kmo. Earlier, ^ Rao Sahrt had dash^ to 
Bombay eo arouia iocereit in ebe 20 point proframme—a 
task Bonnally left to state govemaeota. Bureaucratic 
cirdes are wondanag wbara ^ doyen of the sernca will 
shoot off to next 

MP government wants to buy 
a plane despite huge overdraft 


The Madhya Pradesh govemiBeet is proposing to bvj 
aRs 120 lakh plane at a dmet^ian the state eich^uer is 
feeing a record overdraft of over lU 200 crores. The 
planning comnissioo has warned the state gevemaent 
that uAlass this is brought down to Rs fO cr ore c plan 
allottment for the stale will have to be redww. The 
Arjun Singh t&inist*y has so far failed to raise more 
revenue through addldonal taxadoo as it had promi^ 
the planning coBunUsion it would do. Miss VImla Verma 
and Mr X. P. Singh, both senior ministers and candidates 
for the chief miller's poet, have espi sisad th^ 
opposition to the purchase of the plane at a cabinet 
meeting. 

Senior officials need PIB’s' 
help to keep abreast of news 

The Press lafomaiion Bureau (PIB) has raceotly 
begun to circulate a daily news roundup from regioom 
newspapers to halo aovenmeat of India secretaries and 
other senior officials keep abreest of nadonal events. 
The PIB move is in response to the government's belated 
reeliseilon chat senior bureeuoats tend to mace mainly 
to news published in Delhi-based deiliM end 

only perfunciwily note events is otoer perts of the 
country, unless tbaee aro widely reported in the Delhi 
papers. 

Children *treated* to Iraqi films 

'Catch them young* seenu 
to be the slonn of the fra- 

S I in Delhi, ihe anramis- 
press counsellor or (he 
embassy of Iraq has found a 
uaioue way of maldna his 
leaner. President Saadam 
Hussein, known in this 
country. Last month in the 
new Iraq Cultural Ca&crc, 
ha arranged film sowenlngi 
for seven*yaar«ld chlldrtn » 

from sclUMs like Blue Bells and the Tslimi SemaJ 
Markaim (the latter is in Belli Maran): Films on the 
ongoing war betwe en Iraq and Iran and on the Iraqi 
president were screened, gome of the schoolklds, howev¬ 
er, were dUa^elatad. They bad gooa with great ax- 
g^atlonsi cb^ thought th^ would be shown cartoon 


DMK and DK might hold 
RSS-type shaJebas in T amil Nadu 


The DUK ehitf Mr bni- 
nanldhl has wnmed the 
Tamil Nadu chief miaistar 
Mr U. G. Ramacbaadraa, 
that unless the suie eovera- 
Bant bans I18S thakOMS, the 
DMX and the DK will train 
tbelr own cadres along simi¬ 
lar linaai indudiM training 
them in the uaa oTweapons. 
Mr Kaniagntdhi feels this is 
the osdy way to counter the 
RSS* growing influesce In 
the stste and clsims that the 
oraanisBCioB was r«poiiS|bl< 


RSS, while threatening to no to court if uegevemamt 
decides to iaaposa the Sen, net declared smugly, "bt any 
case, the RSS will not be affected by ludi a baa. 
Whenever there has bean a ban in the past, the RB8 
grew. The RSS has bean banned twice. A third ban will 
only help us grow further.* 


d smugly, "bt any 
by lucA a baa. 


PM’s declarations unheeded 
by Congre$s(I) men in the BMC 

Even CoDgraas(I) men are quesdoaing the Prime 
Mlalstsr's pronoupceomats thess days. Dunag a debate 
in the Bombey mtmidpal corporation on tba evicdoa of 
pevameot dwellars frm some SOOO bats on Reay Road, 
eome dty fatbaro from the ruling party and tba non laft 
opposidoft, s^ile congratulating municipal tw. 

ar Sukhranhar on Iw *bold acdon” lalt that those 
evicted should be given alcarnadve accoamodadon. Mr 
Sukbtnnkar, oow alclmamed *Dukhtaakar," raisad his 
hands la honor saying *God leva cha dry If avary 
ev kf d family b to ba provldad whh altanaova accesi- 
aodaboo.* At this pout, tho mayor Dr Prabhakar Pal 
remarked diat Mrs bire GndU herastf bad said at a 
publk meedng Is Bombey that alteniat^ accosunodm 
doB should he provided. This raised protests from the 
BMv Sena and soma Cengais(I) mea who ridiculed tba 
idea, aad Mr an indepondant coundUor, 

weal to far as to aak wbecbm "the Prlma MiAlscar was 
aware of the impUcadoos of her declaration,” 

.Does Sai Baba bring bad luck? 


Sarya Sal Baba, tba orange robed, fuim*haired god- 
sma, neadquarterad in Whimeldi. Bangamre, seams to 
ba leaving a trail of mitfortuna for nis amnirara. In early 
April be epaot • week with Us best, tba reaowned 
people*! juoga, Justice P.N. Bhagwad, in New Delhi and 
mat the creme da la crane of ^ country*! ruling and 
aortal elite. But axil Sal Baba, and the good judge was 
bospitalised tor a cosdldon d i a m oaed aa seeag dooble- 
imsgaa (diopia). Tba judga coiud not even attend iba 
Supreme Court. Mn Gancml, who also went to meet Sai 
Baoa at Bhagwad*! bouse was soon confronted with 
trouMa in Punjab. And the worst was sdll to 
coma. In the last weak of April a r e m v a ed Bhaiprad, 
beering tbiat hla gocM friirnd R^nl P^l vras seriously fll, 
declM ^t Sal Vba should meet him. The jpdmaa was 
due In Boasbay In tba aacend weak of May. Rajnl, 
bowevaTi died on 2 May. 


uMeur; gerung fcoo«irt 


















DIDYOUMISSQUfATSCHOOl? 
DOYOUMNfTOGOIOCOlUGE? 
AREYOUINADEADENDJOB? 
DOYOUEEElCliAINEDIOTHEKITCIIEN 

SINK? Give yourself a second 

chance by making a 
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Are ministers using public 


J iu4|<f>g their telephone 
biu^ central ministen Bu$t 
connently be on the pbotte. 
The iveraie bill coBee to 
nearly Ri three lekbe a 
month vtd the total amount for the 
firtr cit^ flwntha In office of Mr» 
Gandhrt council of niiuaiere^? 
at that time—ia Ri 22.84 Ukht. 

One would imifiBe that the Nile 
for office lelephonee would be hiAb* 
er then thei of reifdentiel onea. But 
it ia the other wav round, the biUt 
for reaideatUl telephonea totalled 
Ri 12.26 lakh^ for office phooea it 
wai Ra lO.Sl lakha. For aoBe 
reaaon. the atateaeat I aaw doee 
not include the billa for the reaiden* 
tlal telephoaea of Mr Siu Raa 
Keiri, IGm Kuaudben Joahi, IfT 
Beleanwar Ram. Mr S R.Pe^. Mra 
R. Sinha and Mr P. 8. Saoema. 

Mr C.K. Jaffer Sbarief. aliuarer 
of atate for railwaja. haa the diO’ 
tinction of croaaln^ tlB fieure of Ri 
one lakh for hla reaidmw phone. 
Mr P. Venkeiaaubbiah, miniattr of 
fleet lor home, and CUni Zail 
8inth, home Biniatcr. are cloae 
aecoodf with biUa for Ra 97,61$ and 
Ra 97M? reapKtiyely. Mr Naraln 
Outt tiwari, Bioiater of induarry. 
ateal and alMa» leada the reat « 
hia celietfuea in the uae of office 
telephone!: hia billi total Ra 63.42$. 
Mr Venkecaaubbi^ la aecond with 
Ra $2,499. Mr Bbiahae Nareln 
Sineb third with Ra 52.4«$. Hr 
Venkiteiubbiab and Giani Zeil 
Bin4h haye made the BeytmuB 
amber ef cella fim aed 

office tba formr^ bUle tecal Rj 
1.S0 lakhe and the lanv'i Ra L30 
lakba. Mn GeedhPa own total ia Ra 

Tbeee fifurea do eoc indode the 
billa for unlleced teiepheow each 
Biniiter haa oee—which are 
charged to the niniatriea coo* 
cemM. Each ia a U ewed 

twe telephonea ia the office, be* 
ridea ooe in ParUaaem Houae. 
There ia bo liaii oe load cella Bade 
00 thaee pboaea aad haaea BID 
calla are dao free. On reaidenrial 
Ctlepbooee^acb alolater can 
have two talepboBB LOOP cMla 
per BBith 00 aoeb are free. TUa 
caltiog wai impoiad after there waa 
ao uproar orer what ^ niiilacm' 
talepbooaf coat the pabik. But all 
a miaiftar'a p«iooai eadMaot 
<?A) haa to do ia to write 00 the MR 
the were for otfw 

purpoeae aad eba adaUcry doo- 
eoroadis^faoc ^ hilt Me figure 


money for private ends? 


EXCLUSIVE 


By Kuldip Naysr 

la available to abow if a Biaifter 
haa ever peid for ^vate calla. 
Miniatara can argue no indua* 
trialift or buriftawaan doea. but 
tha difference ia that Biniettra 
apend froB the public excb^ucr. 

My information ia ihei miniaien' 
billa for electricity end water aleo 
run into chouaanu of rupeea, but 


Mr Channa Raddy had 
naady 150 people living 
at the expose of the 
Punj^ government 
...when his friends 
travelled through Delhi to 
watch him taking the 
oath of office as gov¬ 
ernor at Chandigam. The 
friends then travelled to 
Amritsar and Bhakra at 
government expense. Mr 
Reddy is a very wealthy 
. man but it never seems 
to have occurred to him to 
dip into his own pocket to 
entertain his friends. 


tb« huvo allows tbo oxposic under 
dtfxwest beodf liko aecuhty, office. 


difxere&t beeda like aecuhty, office* 
▼icitora^roaB end ao ob. I know of 
aocestnloraaueBioiecerwbo bea 
peid frm bia pocket for billa at* 
Ac cBfieg filed lor bisL 
Aad 4t IS well ki wwp bow mioiacen 
itsff can, evea tboti^they 
get «> »*y** * ellowiacee. 

Tbare ■ ne thought of euatcricy. 
Mbfistera throw bvtab cffkial per* 
tiea at the drop e bet taa as 
teBovatloo ia to uk a pubbe under* 
takint to pay the hUL seoccarlee to 
tha aoreriuae&t are equally guilty, 
b KW DeUd. ooe oaly baa to look 
at the Botke beard k the covers* 
Beat nwaad dtfwk Betel u ooe 
week, 1 counted 43 lundiea a&dS9 
dlonora boated by aUuistan aad 


ReprabenalbU aa thaee* thing! 
are, tha Bkuae of official accom* 
sedation aad lodgiaa fadlitiaa fa 
worse. Miniatara end ahcretarice 
often rent out their lerveata quqr* 
tars. Mr Cbanoa Reddy had Baerly 
ISO paopla living at the emnaa of 
the niajab goMnuhesc Obe two 
Runieb state nett heuaaa in New 
Delhi wdre booked for aeverel 
days) when bii *^fends* travailed 
tbrauik Delhi to watch him taking 
(be oeA of offka ea aovemor at 
Cbandigerh. Tba ISO "friends* 
traveUed to Amritsar end Bbekra ei 
gevemBeot cspenia. Mr Reddy ia e 
very waalAy mac but it never 
aecBi to have occurred to Mb to 
dip into hia own pocket to eniertein 
hla frlendi. 

AnoAer practice la to tike rele* 
tiona on foreign tripi. Mr 8ao]ira 
Reddy took reletivea, ea well ea hla 
eon end grendaon on bia recent trip 
to Irelend and Yuaoalevie. Why 
should they be earned et govern* 
meat expense or be the loreign 
govemaent*! guaata? Mrs GaodnJ, 
too. OB her tnpe ebroed baa been 
taking her deuih(ers*in*law, grand* 
children and oAers at governnent 
expense. Of course who should be 
liken end when bea depended on 
the prevacling eiBotpbere A the 
houiehold. but that ii between her 
end her funily. The country is only 
mierevted in knowing why tier rela* 
dona should be part ol the official 
party. 

According to govemmeat regula* 
tkna, a mialater can cake bis FA 
wiA him on tour. Ministers have 
come to mlauae Aia fedlity in tak* 
ing along Ae PA not only by train 
but bv air, often to foreign coun* 
tries. 1 cannot tbmk of any minister 
who can be A urgent neM of a PA 
while on tour. In facr, a PA ia used 
to carry Ae mmiatfr'a briefcase or 
collect hia luggage. 

Some peo^ may argue that 
tbaae are amaU mattery but that ia 
Biaaing Ae poAt. The question ia 
Uiei (X attitude. The telephone 
bl^ the expense official enter* 
teudaent and Ae incluBon cf reU* 
tioiia OR foreign trips, Adkata a 
ladt of coocem when it coses to 
Ae public exchequer. A neiion 
whkb wea led to freedom by a ffian 
living an lusttra life and hajf of 
wboee pepulibon adU atrugglea be* 
hrw tba povei ly line, cannot afford 
to allow its reprtaeQtatlm to bq 
eafra v a gnnt wiA public aonay for 
private eoda. 















OPINION 



Does 

Zail Singh: 
Ra?e Linhsl 
With Dal 
Ebalsa? 



Shady yogi? 

T/l/h«t 1$ McAmA Kofi rMJiy tioOt$ (2S 
F r Apfti)? H* ia doifif all that a yogi 
•hould not bo doiiu. 
jMi4jJib*n 5g($p$tfu, j 0 (ni (Oriau) 

1 wai roaily isipranad wUh Madhg Jaln'i 
cover Mory on Mabeah Yo^. An aacolUot 
roport indotd. Now we have another 
lUJnaoib in tha makini. 
flipoeji Cvpra, Paianpvr (GujuMt) 

Nothing could have boon more probing 
than hudhu Jaln'i cover story. 

V. Balachandnn, Calcutta 

A luparb cover atory. Ii ia raalJy pecuUar 


that io our country tha AOit corrupt 
people raiae their voices against corrup- 
cion 

CfiMnd/t Sbekbtr Dubtf, Bhagalpur 

Though otherwise revealing, the cover 
story was not quite adequate. Ms Jain 
faiM to meotioD a nuoib^ of imptvtant 
facts. 

First of all. the siddha corporaiiotu 
and the Age ol Enlightenawntpireeaare 
owned by tha family of Mtharishi's elder 
brother. J. P. Srivaatava and his sons. 
Anand and Ajai; they have nothing to do 
with (he two main trusts of Maharishi. 
The coentction ia only inaofer at ibe 
siddha employcea. till aoeietime om, 
uaed to be peid out of the trust funda. 

Secondly, Cyenyug Prakeahan ii own* 
od by Aflup Verma. a neighbour of 
Anand Srivaatava 

As foe the eiaa and objectlvea of the 
Mahariahi'j trusts, these were quite no< 
ble initiaUyj but now all the projpett 
undertaken ^ the trusts ere lyinp Idle. I 
SA sure that an inpwial enquiry into 
Makerishi'a effein will reveal a very 
sordid picture. 

Ash^ k. Verse, J»b*Jpur 


The cover scory was tisely and abeorb< 
ing. it is fiOA Mami'a Hindu Dhar* 
miwaatre that all the peeudo philo* 
Sophies of Maheib Yegi end Mukianenda 
have liken birth. 

C. Vi>u KtkMtiyt, Hyderabad 

1 read the cover story and have only one 
comment to moke. Scientific reaearn on 
meditation was initiated by Mahariahrs 
iranKendemai iDeditationorganiaatioQ. 
But for Maharithi’a peraonaJ Interest, 
this would not have been possible. He 
should be thanked for this. 

H. C Gaagufy, DaliU 


Controversial letter 


S ueoAY deserves to be coagretulaced 
for pubUshing idadtv Uaaya't lerter 
ro Mortrji tMsv (IS April), ft H dear 
that Morarji Desai was, by and large, 
respoaslble for ihe collapse of the Janeta 
repme 

5. X. Singh, Patna 

Mr Limaye*s letter was informative in' 
solar as it revealed the undercurrents in 
the Janeta party. It exposed* Morarji 
Desai es an office-seeker; his only in- 
terest lo joiaiog the Janata was to be> 
cooie the Wime Minister of the country. 
However, Mr Utaaye was not right ui 
saying that wberaaa leaders likt S. %. 
PidZ were demoraUsed, Mr Daaal was 
KK. Also, Mr Umaya forgot to nentiee 
that Moyarji DesaJ suffers from incellec* 
tual Unitadons which he tries to hide 
behind hla obstinacy and impudenca. 

X. N. Pidfe. Ahm^bad 

Ae lettar was ooe*sidod. Mr limaya 
tried to jmt the eniira Mamm for the fall 
of the janati pany oo Morarli Desai. 
Were net the Mfeciors like Mr Limaya 
responsible for the fell of Jane* 
It? Mr L^ye and the others who 
formed the Lok Dal have no right to 
criticise Mr Daset. Finally, 1 «»uh to 
remind Mr Lla^ that llorarjl Desai 
has always stood bf Us prindpies and 


hat led • disapUned political Ufa; be 
dees not baUeva in cheap things like 
defectfoo and chamchagan. 
r. V. Saryoanyana Munhy. SambaJpur 

Whet Madhw Um^ wrote to Mr Desai is 
a lot of sanctioiomous humbug For uut' 
once, all (be comnlaints about Kami 
Desai being at his filberts side. What is 
strong with that? Can't a sen heog around 
has aging lather? Furthermore, Mr 
tameye chMed the former Priase 14inis> 
ter by seyin^ "You should have kaown 
that there are some people like me wbo 
have never accepteo freedom fighters' 

C Bsioe Mr PvuaaMnt pgamca.* What 
did not mention Is tM fact dial be 
does not need pensions: be has ma^ 


OBO^ rnooey by now. 

Y. Kashara Maoon, Calcutta 

Can a n yone deny that It was Chiran 
dingb ma brought down the Janata? 
That it was Charan Singh sriw was never 
recondiad to UkvJI Desal'i IsiilerihipT 
His deefre to beentne Frime Uinietef 
forced him so woo. of ell people. Us arch 
snsay. Mrs Candhi. Mr liauye wu no 
lass raspoaslUa for the Janeta coUnbaa. 
Was be net aware of the Ass cgnaecnoiM 
wbeo be threw in Us lor with the Jaante? 
I. Jl. Nanda, imfmtiw 


Well done _ 

^onfrsiulsrioot to Or Bubramaniem 
V«^8inviy for his aiialys1i> 2>oer the 
SlAO>indfan bordar exist? (21 March). He 
has lucidly explained that the Indian 
stand on the McMahon Une is at valid as 
the one taken by the Chinese. It is indeed 
tragic that both Che counthei have had to 
pay a very heavy price as a result of the 
policies « their 'leaders. « 


their 'leaders. 


I personally (eel that the onus is on 
co'ingeoui laedert like Dr Swamy to tell 
the truth and prepare Indian public 
opinioa in favour of a peaceful solution 
01 tha Sim^lndian bor^ dispute. 


of the Sim^lndien border 
JCiishns Xumsr. HonoiaJu 


dispute. 


Lid 


the wound 


T hanks to Sunoav for pubUshina the 
report on Sikkim by Tepesh Multher- 
jee and Toosbar PanoJt ('crown prince 
wfehour a crown, It April). Not very 
many in our couniry or ateoad get to 
know much about the happenings in 
India's youngest state. It Is heartening to 
know tnif Sunday has drawn the atten¬ 
tion of the couniry to Sikkim. 

N. Lima, Derjeefing 

In ihls era of deceit end double dealing, 
Fiioce Wangchuk Namgya) should m 
coogratulated for hli bold and forthright 
answers to Tooshar Pandit and Tapesh 
Mukherjee ('Sikkfo ia hr the Sik- 
kimaaai~ He appears to have (he 
strength to face tne future; he has seen 
KU faihcr being betrayed, yet be has not 
loot his sense of integrity and fainilay. As 
foe people like Narbanedur Bnendari, 
(bey ‘vt a dime a dosen: there is no 
deai^ in this world of pareiitei end 
hypocrites for whom general progress 
eM Bevelopment are synonymous with 
personal g^. 

V. N. twa. Namchi (Sikkia) 

The report made good reeding. It is clear 
tbai netriodsni has become a rare virtue 
io iwkia politics. Opportunism seems to 
be the key word thm days. What else 
can one expect from lAinigrenti who 
comprise a large chunk of the local 
population? Only the Innocent Lepcha 
minority in Slkkun seems to hevt some 
love for (he land; but then, the Lepchas 
are treated shabbily by tha govemment. 
C M Stay, Gangtok 

I would like to ask Wangchuk Namgyal a 
ahaple qaeetionr Wbo aro the genuine 
Siudmeie? As far as 1 know, the so> 
called Sikkimese (Waag^ek included) 
are of Tibetan origin: some of them have 
even come from Nepal. The origioal 
Sikkimese are the LcKhas who since the 
days of the Chogyal nove boon reduced 
to slam. Today, the Lopchai are treated 
as secood class dtisens. 

BL N. Pradbaiif Gaagtok 


Wangchuk Namgyal seams to be Ucldng 
the wound Inflicted on his family by tbt 
referMdum. Be Is boplag chet tae Amer* 
leans win support nm in hla quest to 
reerteve the tame. Whet he Is note were 
<d Is the fhet cimt he Is being eied es e 


<d Is the fhet c^l 











A house on fire? 


S fiUt ia tha ismUf (11 April) wm 
mMliu, Tb« Irdoccik p«opl« of our 
cou&iry hooi lot to lotra from It, ponku* 


lot to lotra from it, ponku* 


lorlp ibout tba po M oa ii ruliag 
thorn. I cunot uBMniud bow Un Gon* 


thorn. I cunot unooniud bow Mn Gon* 
dhi couM hOT« crootod Monoho tho way 
iho did. Wwi will bo tbo rooJt ci tbo 

» AtiAf IB tho Gondhi fuU^? Fini of 
tho opmitlon will tobo niU odvu* 
tape of it. taOBdly.^DuDpy'Ahnod will 
b^oMo uBdub poeukr. And floally, 
thoAko to Mn Coadhik (boro u bound to 
bo a opUt ia tho Coofrooad). Wo had road 
about Uuilim rulora kUHni thalr blood 
rolatlvoo to tala or conawdato powor; 
what Mr» Gandhi bat dono ii aomothiiii 

I hiito rimilar. 

aiiwada Aaoedho Aoo, ktani^ipaUi 
(AadJin fradooh; 


oka bo tWBod out of tbo beoao by hor 
Bothor*ia*taw? And wono atUI, how 
could her holontinca bo cbockod boforo 
aha laft? Of courao.lt eon alwoyf bo aaid 
ia Mr« Gandhi'a dofooco that aho waa 
babavnid aa offieioody aa aho did whilo 
doaliat with cbo proolara of dacoHt ia 
UP and Madhjw fradoah. 

Uypaadra KaintheU. Tlaoe 


Obo doaa hoar of rifea withia a family; it 
la coomea But who hta hoard of 

outaidori liko R. K. Dbawan and 
Ohiroadra irahmoehori humiliaiioa 
aomobody olao'a dauahtor*ia>law? 

Aa/t Auaaar Das^ Umarw (Mihar) 


Aftor iolnd throuih tho roport by 
Bbubbaorata Bhotiacbiryo ono qtiMloA 
camo to my mind; Row cao tho BuUiua 
of Innocont dau^(ora')A*law in ourcoun* 
try protoci thomoolvoa from tho wrath of 
thofr in Jowa? 

^abfiaJrar Parra. Vowronipur rWoir 

Bonpa;; 


Howovor fravf hor aUatako in ottoadini 
tho Lucknow convution. how could Man- 


I havo ahvtya bold StmoAV La ottaom for 
ita objoctxvo aaolyoU and apartia] 
porciad. But of loco I hovo ootoctod a 
oiatince bioo auloit Mn Gaadhl ia a 
nuaibor of arucloa which havo boos 
puhllibod. I am reforriof to 8vNi>Ar*a 
ponUtoni offortt to doaiarato Mra Can* 
dhi IncooiMcrien withthoMtnoka affair. 
Moroovor, Akbar Ahnod ia boiAd divon 
loo much pubboty. 

Jttamri Di$, Cuttack 


Great man 


T hia hat rofaronco to the Umkiag 
GJau lion. Name dnepar may aot 


± data lion. Nama dnppar atay pat 
oxroMJoa (II April). Tho itom ww la bod 
taoto. Thouah ho ia oot a frioad. 1 havo 
known N. 5. lliapa, oa I bovt known 
otbor producan, for many yoan. air 
Thapa may bo a naoM droppor, but ho 
dropa tho aamoa of his friaoda only. Ho 
knows noay loodora from hii younior 
daya. but ho would bo tho last mao to 
took favoun for himaotf. At tbo aamo 
timo, ho la a hard taakmaaior who bo> 
Uovoa In beiod involvod with ail tha 
pbaoaa of bia work—from tho aertpt to 
tho Raal adman of ibo film. 1 ban aota 
him at the eaiilod tabUi doing tho 
rurtlBd himaotf. 

U tho producan are bidng tholr noils 
at tho nows d Mr Tbopa'c onoBaioo. why 
not JuM lot thorn cudnuo doing it? After 
all, they nonr do anythiitg wonbwhilo. 


They are a bunch d nineompoopa who 
occupy thomaolna with mudaonmag in- 
stood d coacoatntiag oo impronng tho 
quality d their docusaDtarloa and nowa* 
rooU. WUi they ba eadoua onough to 
admit that they got ebdr awards bouoot 
of Mr Thapo? uc they ban tho courage 
to admit that thair filmi wore complotdy 
odiiad and (hair ctmimontarlaa rowrlit an 
by Tbapa himaelf? 1 wiab to aaruro road* 
an of avwDAY that Mr lhapa would bo 
tho Uit mu to lay uytbiag to anybody 
for himaotf- And why iheuld ho? He 
cemaa from o community d hill tribala 
who do not aoah faroura. 

Aa for him boiag aooo at tho durbar d 
Kndbhai’a wife, it must bo rtmomborod 
that at that time bo wm Aba regional 
cboirman d the coooor board and Kan* 
tihbai'i wife w« a mambar d tbo panel. 
51 A. KtmaJ, Bombay 


Encounter with Hindu fanatics 


TJaro'i u oaamplo of Hindu bigot* 
Xlnr: 1 was travoUiag by TiBsuanU 
Mall ^ Goubad to Mbi oa 23 
April tai a raaoTTod compartmoot 
wnkh waa lull of uaautbonaad paw 
•aagart* 7b#ra ware (wo Christian 


joumoylng to Katmur in tho 
cempartnant; they bad a lot d 
as. wbaa tho train roachod Kan* 


pur at around IIJO pm, tho two 
poismigafa roquastod ma to carry a 
porr or their laggogo out d rim com* 
1 .1 agreed without • thought: 



didn't know that ibora waa anything 
wrong in helping asyotw. retordlooa 
d bis roUgloB^ 

1 smod my ground and bolp^ ths 
two mam oot of tbo com pel ta iont 
|, 4 <iVmi| badi at tho inddont now. 1 
cannot oalp wondsring bow I oocapM 
mthun from eba wroth d tbooo Hindu 
fanotka in my eompdrtaent. What 
furpriaos so oven more Ta tba fact 
Aai, during tho jouney to Kanpur, 
very seme feoetka were 
to the two Cbriatiaa passongora in a 


ftlaa possaagan in the 
cooipanmaat iiartM at ma. 

1 Am not underatand why diay wore 
•heutfn^ ao I atfiad tham what the 
maner waa. They Mid ma chat bamg a 
MBCbristka 1 ihaultel be hdpfng 
mam twvCftiMsghWa^ thia really 
CMgdi g fuiprlaa to ma baeauss i 


It is raaQy a pity that poi^la cat ho 
ae a ai T O W«miadod at timaa. Whai, 
may I aik, ia the barm la helping 
anmsbody who does am baloag to 
yoes own raUglaa? I artH cannot fornai 
my ssaifliai'i d 23 April on tm* 

ttmik 

Hanlaap Angk BeoAi Jo 0 tpm 


Above board' 



/^oBgramlatloBS to Bbahhabntt Ad- 
^tadmm for his indoptb cotar sMy^ 
JUiknee tsnifM; A htihM whled 
hum (4 AM). It waa Indoad rmjW 
formadoa. ilowavor, It it unfortunaMi 


Mrs (Mndhi bai proved that blood Is 
tbkkor than water. 

D. K. Guiao, twih. 


dmt the prom haa givan so «o^ cover* 
aga to Rohanca TaxtUoa that the com* 
pany no longer nooda to ipand a pauy 
00 publicity. 

T. V. NaraytDamunky, Battgaian 


1 havo boon a rognlar raadar of BmsAV 
from in von firct IsaiM and hava always 
^pvodaiod its bUh atandards of journal* 
ion. Howovor, tm cover story on 


iam. Howovor, the cover story on R^ 
lianca Taaillaa cama aa a big shock apd. 
dlsappdnimont. 

1 hava always found that wbiladoalldg 
vntb Important laauoa Sutway aot only 
pvblishoi ita ioportor*a voraioa bur alga 
that d (ho party concomod. I wondar 
why Mr Ambaal waa not lotorviowod or 

f van a chance to Kate his caM? 1 do not 
aow wbotbor Bhubbabrata Bbat* 
tacharya haa taken tho trouble to wudy 
tbo coaponto racorda d Ralianeo Tax* 
tiloi, but 1 would Uko him to nama any 


industry or butinoM bouso in the country 
whkh Ml not anjoy tho *blasaltifs* m 
iafluontial poopla or political bigwig, b 
thoro ona auccotdol Duainoas houaa that 
haa failod to koop tbs yoevoa and chan- 
nala d th* powsra-thafoo wall oUad and 


lubricsiad? Even a potty pavoamne haw* 
kor haa to koop on tho rl^t sida d tho 


low. And who baa aaid, or wboro is it 
wrinoo, thsi no ono abould/can rise 
above tbo Tataa and tho Blrloa? 

Anyone hav^ anything to do with 
govornBontar controls and llconcoa 
would tel) Mr Bhattocharya that no mat* 
ttr bow maay policy changaa are mada Sr 


public notkat iarbad, pa^la managlni 
bealnom and induoiry will always find 


bealnois and induoiry will always find 
loopbolai to turn artn the moat adverso 
poBctaa to thsir adraniago. 1 bopo Mr 
Bhattacharya doaa not axpocr hia raadsra 
to aorioualy bollsvo that all inrfirnnisnf 
polidaa are drawn up to suit Vunal alooa* 
ths shafts of Rwanco TaatUot wore 
affarod to the public in 1972 at Rs 10 par 


Ohara. At the peak of Janata power in 
w9 the morkot ^co toudma Rs 103. 
On January 1930. whoai the roportod 
AihM Hotnl pam waa bold, tbo mariut 
min waa Rs 100. Borwaon 1979 and 


price was Rs lOO. Borwaon 1979 and 
today, tho company has rocordod pbm 
Romena) growth. If the market riiaro has 
improwiTfrom Ra 103 in 1979 to Ra 130 
in 1932, there ia nothing to write homo 
about, prenidod, of courao, one studios 
bow Ao share prices of a doaen other 
succeaiful companios havo moved up is 
tho aamo period. In any esao. no pan of 
tho marker prico goes mto the pocket of 
Mr DhiruMmi—unlcaa he is mlMdiiig 


his own in whkb cose tho 

doomsday pradmtod by Suhuav tbould 
have come long ago. 

H. 5. Vishwanath^ Cafci^na 


Last letter 


W hai are thm saying in Aa Uttar 
Pradesh Coagraas(l) circles 
now? '*EnrUor ws vrero niM by the 
aa^aa; now wa are being rulod a 
raagras (painter; Anm NAru was in a 
paint company before ho loiaod poll* 
Oca).* 

KasbowardBao, iVIsw Mki 


chm saying in Aa Uttar 
ih Coagraas(l) circles 





How the police 
killed a war hero 

A tribal leader, Kalundia, organises his people to try and make miseraUe lives just a little 
better. He is a brave man, a war hero of 19o5, an honest man. So what do the police of Bihar's 
unique ^ief minister Jagannath Mishra do? They march to his house, shoot nim in the thigh, 
loot his house, arnl then kill him on the way back to their headquarters, ^is 1$ the reality of 
Jaganr)ath Mishra's Bihar, the reality of a oovernment which s^r)ds all its time talking about 
helping the oppressed. MASOODUL HUu went to Kalundia's village in Singhbhum district to 

brir}g back the story. 


D awn wa» yet ro break over 
Barkundia. a tUepy little 
•dlvmti village about IS km 
eatt ol ChaiMta, the djtcrict 
headquarter! of Singhbhum 
lo Bihar. The day waa Sunday 4 April. 
A convoy of nine police vchiclea—two 
irucki. two vana, and five jeepo—waa 
ploughing through the du<^. atfchciia 
road toward! Qygarah about eeven km 
away. Huddled m these vehicles were 
over a hundred politemen from the 
nearby mofuatiJ, Mdar, Kijnaaar and 
Manlhari theoas. from the 64th end 
26th CRPF bartaiions, the Bihar miiit* 
arv polica (BMP) and district armed 
police (DAP). They were going to 
arrest one man; the firebrand tribal 
leader and former junior comniU* 
tioned officer in the Indian army, Naik 
Subedar Ram Martin KalundU (42). 

Leading the police partywai deputy 
superintendent of police D. K. Kujur. 
Ha carried with nim a warrant of 
arrest and process UupU kurkh which, 
in effect, entitled turn to confiscete all 
the movable property belonging to 
iCalundie if the letter was found 
absconding. The only civilian membW 
of the party heading for Dygarah was a 
nervous executive magistrate, 2. P. 
Chaturvedi. He vru traveUiBg in his 
own jeep. 

The convoy rumbled past Barkun* 
die, waking up the vUlagm Th» saw 
it disappear oehind coTumas ot dust 
and th^ knew where it was beading 
They had been evpectuig it, but now 
that it bad suddenly comet there was 
no lima to react, oo rime to nuh to 
Dygarah and warn Kalundia. They 
OQ^ ^P4d that the people in Kalun* 
die a village had prepared themselves 

a iiosi the police raid. But could they, 
th their primitive bows and arrows 
and slings, taka on a force u Urge as 
and as well equipped as this one? 
Hm cobvoj^sm yet eoocto reed* 


KtJaadis in bi» prim* $a Suit Subedar 

the distance, a tribal dmm began 
marking out a steady beet. Tbe word 
bad spmd. But had the drum been 
heard in Dygarah? A little beyond 
Tuinbana the con vo y came to a Imlt. 
To die left, about two km away, was 
Dygarah.'The road leading up to the 
vula^ was narrow and treacherous; 
Che vtlUge bad to be reached by foot. 
The polieemen disembarked. Some of 
them took the rood and soma went into 
the fields. Only a few stay^ back (o 
guard the vehicles. 

Ram Marmin Kalundia*! was the first 
house on the road leading to the 
village. From a distance, peering 
through the darkness, the pohee could 
see no s^s of life around tha house. 
Evafyehing was still. Then cams the 
first alarm; at a peine abouc one km 
from Dyganh whera a nuvf (hillock) 


police found a blockade. Huge boul* 
ders from the tungri had been rolled 
on to the road to prevent vehicles from 
passing The blockade was not much of 
an obsticla because the police were on 
foot; but it clearly indicated that the 
vtUigen had been expecting a raid 
-and were probably prepared for it. 
When would the itta» come and from 
where? 

Tbe raiding party moved on regard* 
lesa. Kalundia, tha nan who had chal* 
leoged the administration, had to* be 
dealt with. Within 10 minutes, Kalpn* 
dii's bouse had bean sunounded tv 
CRPF men; they had taken up posi* 
dons, funs levelled, blocking off the 
house from the rest of the viuage. Mo 
villager had seen them, no arrows had 
been ftrad yet. The village was asle^. 

Kalundia tvai sleeping with his wife 
in one of tbe two large rooms of bis 
bouse when there was a loud banging 
at the door, ft seemed as il a number of 
people were trying to break down the 
door. Confuseo and still half asleep, 
Kalundia raised his voice and askM 
who it was. There was no reply; the 

S *ng continued. Thinking that 
s had come to loot his house, 
Kalundia brought out his sword. His 
wife, Birang Kw (36), tried to hold him 
back from opening (he doer. But the 
ex^amy man felt u could face any 
danger, fie opened the door while 
Birang clung on tothis arm. 

A powerful torch caught his face. He 
was temporarily blinded. Birang saw a 
horde of uniformed men armed with 
iathiis and guns outside; to her they lU 
looked aline. Then one of them said 
lotnething and a gun roared. Kalundia 
fell, hit on tha right thigh. Someone 
pern ted a gun at Biraiigi m aaaaaed 
and ran, (wougb the crowd of pottee* 
mao, Imo the n^a The CRpT maw 
•ev bar bos did not shoot She Im 
nmglfig eSL she amdtt 



















bMid« t PMU^ pM. 

Meanwhile, die efflate bad wekeo 

S . The cribalt naihed te the spot, but 
dim to many anaed polic»eo 



idlni 

Duna 


many anaen poi 
around the area, they sluak away. 
From a diataace they saw Kaluadu 


rrom a distance cnev saw miudom 
beini draued out of his bouse to a 
near^ vrul. A lew peliceaea were 


cuiei XUAMW9Q uy 

dous people from Umr 
netpbbounnp viU^e. ICulal 
the truck in which he 


in^tctiai bis bullet Injuny end maoy 
more were looting bis bouse. The vUla* 
fen realised that this was no place to 
challenge the police who were well 
positioiM end prepered for an attiek. 
so. skirting the road, they burned to. 
the runan where they had earlier set 
up a mockada. The police finished 
their objectives in 10 to 15 minutes. 
Cerrying the injured fCalundie and the 
valuables they had looted from hit 
house, they made their way back to 
tha main road. They met with only 
eiinor resistance at the rixnpr^ the 
villuers snacked them with stones 
(irto from cloth sbngs. But the attack 
was of no consequence; the police 
moved on. 

It was in Tulnbana that the adivasis 
were preparing for an all-out assault. 
Thousands of Aem emerged from n» 
where, ermed with bows end errowt. 
The road to Chaibeu via Barkundia 
was blocked with several rows of boul* 
ders. Tha tribals cook poeitioa behind 
hillocks, butt and bushes. The convoy 
came, followed by h.jidreds of deb* 

ireh and a 
ibuni. From 
had been 
dumped. Kalundis was waving to his 
foUoweri,smillog.and beggiAg them to 
stop stoning the truck in whi^ be was 
travelling. He was alive and thousands 
of people saw him alive. 

Magistrate J. P. Cbaturvedl, already 
shocked by the unprovoked attack 
the police on Kalundia, sew the inevli' 
able at soon as the arrows began to fall 
on the convoy. He knew that ha would 
be asked to pve the order to open fire. 
Memories of the Gum massame in 1960 
must have haunted him all the wn 
from bygarah to Tuiabena. In Gua, 59 
rounds bad bean fired by the BMP on 
the tribals and the magistrate bed run 
away. So Ur CbaturvM decided Co 
run away; he was not g^ng to give the 
order to fire. How he maBaged ts 
convioca a DAP officer to accompany 
him is a myfcery, but bis jeep br^te 
through the btockada and ^ed away. 
Tbt oegisirBte was gooe. The cope 
wme stM. They opeoed fire; live 
rounds In all. Ko eesualtiei wme t^ 
ported. Under the cover d fire, the 
police managed to deer the teed And 
soon the convoy was moving gpdn. 
Kalundia was still waving mm the 
truck, displaying the courage for 
which he ked been rewardsd or cfaa 
govemaeat with a Seva Medal nr hla 
valour in (be 1965 war with Pakittan. 
There ware no signs of pain on his 
face. The injury was obviouatv minor. 

Though Mbd^ by tha Mm the 
ndivada did aot give up. They loOowed 
tha convey up to BarkusdiaMdti no 
M^roed tt ponalc 

thetai they wetdd net «aos the 
Vhkh aaparaM Mr IMe 


(who had lad the police party 
that day). It amared as Ir they 
me M a fact-finding mWon. 



.and 
eba 

port fepa Manihari to Chaibasa, 
That vary aeme eraning, at eraosd 
five pm, four polka jaeps ratumad to 
Dygnrat via a dttfertot leuta. In them 
came the cop brass of the keel admi- 
oistradoQ: superintendent of polk* 
Raojit VerM sub-divisioag] magis¬ 
trate C. P. aAAMMmX deputy 

commlsstontr G. S Thakur and bSP 
Kuh 
earl 
had 

They am Kalundia's wife and elder 
brouer Aenathan <$0). They asked for 
a list of the items that had been 
^removed* from Kaluadia*s house. 
^LakiB GaAga iUm (Kalundla's pet 
neme) ke hers me kuch nehin kekh* 
says Sanathan Heicher ha 

nor anyone else who had sees Knhia. 
die wavbig maiesriceUy on (be way to 
Chnihasa could that he was 

now dead And tha oAicials did oot say 
anything either. They took the list of 
mttsittg Items (which included n ciogle 
barrel 12 bore gun, gua licence in me 
name of KaluMia, sewing amchine, 
cycle, radio and onemems) and drove 


made by 




it-' 


■ 


i 


Kelundity wtfe dispkye her kushend^ 
uaifarm 


off. But had gm only as far as 
rtvniea 


tbetungri 
to 


dadded to retom 


the trillAn^ The vlUanam ware pus- 
d. Ttke cmrials aafceo lor LenkM- 


works 


Kahttdia (ao raletfve of Ram 
NaralaX a rerioest of Dnar^ who 
ni Jamshedpur, laakeshwaii 
« dfkUU took himaMe 
end gava Mm ^ stoaoini news: Ram 
Ifarw dMd; he had 

died on ^ way to Bedar hoipkal k 
Chaibasa; they said dui the trihek 
bed, k realiDr, kiUad obstnn* 


^bal areas) V. S. Mlshra,lia was *■ 
hardtoad criaunaL** But to (he loaf 
adivasis ha was a nere, a man who hnd 
vowed to oppose tribal etploitatioik 
He had an immsslve 16>year sarvlee 
re co rd in the Bihar regiment; an bk 
voluntary discharge from the army ip 
1976, his adjutant had certified his 
character as 'enemplary.* Beiideiv 
there is nothing in toe police flies (b. 
subetaatiata the DC's allegation. 

Kalundia was, for s tribal, na 
atfluenc man; he owned IS acres df 
land In Dynarah. Alter Uaviag die 
onojj he took up farming. And be also 
deodad to help ihe tribals. wba ere 
surely amooi the most cmprMea pap> 
pie in our country. He round s ready 
platform in the Jharkhand Mukti Mor* 
cha (JipdX a redical political orea- 
oisauoD M by tha outspokan w, 
Shlbu Sortn. and supportd by A. K. 
Roy of Dlienbad faoa. A dlsriplanad 
wonar who had seen tha tfa wortd 
outside bis native vUlaga, Mundia 
became an active mambw of the esor- 
cha. The local adivasis who already 
respected him for his army beck- 
ground, acceptnd him as their nera. 
fut in the JaCM cadre. Kalundia r» 
just another worker and this 
botheree him. He beeea lookiiu for an 
issue that would help him gain more 
Importance. There wes heroly t shor¬ 
ted of issues: if it is not the forests 
di^te, then thera*i the miitea dls* 
pute; and if ifi not police atrocities, 
thera'i always the issue of the gigantic 
- - aTldtl. 


Rs 460.9 crort Subamarekha 
purpose Ptoject (BMP) funded by the 
World Bank and undettakan by the 


lag the police convoy and Aus de- aeceatf man)—enuci 
MDg hia ramevil to MPhnL Would yad w edve 

the vilfagera. they asked, make Ironkelk, it wes 
■rraiMiiwti (o oeflect the corpae Champie, Con^mssd) 



TB/ho wm Ram Nmain (os Genga 
W lam) Kalimdie? And why wnsb 


orM nenn and undettaaan by 
irrigation dapamnent of the Bihar 
government. (See box, Dam of discon- 
teac) 

The 8MP envisaged four dams, ode 
alarmiMy close to the area under 
Kafundk’s influence on Kharitmi riv¬ 
er near Icba village. Kalundia took his 
cue from the dam project at ChandU 
(also part of SMP) where the local 
tribals had refused to surrender their 
land in lieu of monetary compensa¬ 
tions: land for land, they demanded, 
and tile police stepped Something 
just short of a carnage followed 
Mlundia decided to launch a move- 
Bsent against the Xharkai diam as wall; 
be found willing supporters—moat of 
them were ignorant, innocent adivasis 
who would believe anything' that 
Kalundia or.the morcha diabM out 
(including the slightly outrageoue 
propaganda chat the rwo canals being 
Constnicted as pert of the project were 
Beam lot din (noii«adavasi) mind 
owners who could ship their axtrects 
m Haldia). But some of ,rs1iindie*s 
supporters were also people like' 
Siowa llu (see bod, The hunr tor tha 
aecoad man)—^ucated, ambitious 
im adventure. 

Uhender Nath 
CeograsKl} ULA from Man- 
jhari, v^o lit the spark, to May/Juna 
iMt vev he Lwdl 

oetion for a hst of vUla|m from wbera 

QulM to 




land would ba ec^uliud to buMd the 
dam, the euthoritiaa gaTBlifm a tqq^ • 


Kalundia: The ¥lr Kolha 




M iidi about tba maa JUa Ifa* 
nu8 KMhmdii aatf hit $vh 
fbanb Saaid u nvoaW ia thi two 
aoeuaoou aaiaad tyy tha pcJko. 
Tba /vrta aocict ro ad^«iM oi 19 
ioct/ »ufaj#a» if aaddod ”5 ovt 
Ordar.* It rt^ ai /ol/owi: 

**•) AU jrou vUlafan ara givao a 
atrkt ordar bv Kbarkai Banu Sto* 
fbarfh SamJti that moo oi tba local 
ptopla will uadanaJca to work at 
iha Talai eita—arbara officaa and 
quartan in coonacdM with Khar* 
kai d%m projact ara to bo con* 
ftructad aa coolia. auubt 
naaoD. carpaotor. chowhidar or 
tontractor. Thia ordar ia valid for 
all thoaa wbo are aithar workioa or 
intand to work for tha Icha aan 
prolact. The Sangbarih Samili U 
aaa^ai a atrict day*cUt)w watch oa 
thia; It will aoon taka itroof atapa to 
taka ftrlri acdoa againat uoaa who 
dlaragard thaa order 
*b) Tboaa who, conaidoring Cham- 
aalvaa poor, wiah to earn a Uvlag, 
thorn paopla ara diroctad to laava 
tha work oa Icha dam aod go alio* 
whora to earn a Uvlag. Tha uarkai 
Bandh .Sangharah Samiti doaa not 
look at your naad to aam alooai it 
laoka at tha naoda of lakbi ol pao’ 
pla «not only tha oaeda, but it also 
protacta iti fflotbarland caste, reli* 
doa, culiura and'Civiliaatlon. 

1 luva full tetiaf that 
have understood thia ordar wall...* 
Tha aacoffd documoat is a irtrar 
dared 3S Octobor i9H. It is addrc*' 
sed to 21 Paopie, from the Pnsi- 
dear oi Zoma oomi lo the praddear 
oi the Koihea end Porabar aunda 
aasodarion. It reeds as follows: 

*From tha valiant Kolhaa of 
Kolhan tp the govamoMOta of In* 
dia, Bihar, Oriaaa and B«ng»l...an 
iffipprtaat apptal... 

is raquastad ol all tha coiiua* 
tan, fovaromant of India, and 
othar nigh officials to taka oota 
that tha construction work on kha 
daa...which is being sat up on 
Kharkai rivar hn begu n vriihout 

Keluadie's ‘Strict Order* 




' fMt 


•T'r.A-'w; 


tigsgjk 

m 






tha govanuMOt takiiig parmitiion 
from tha local peo^. This is 
oppoaad to tha Okotanagpur aod 
Saatbal Partana tanaacy .act. 
According to ouf act, without tak* 
tha parmisaioQ of tha local pao> 
pla ^ govamaiant cannot uodar* 
take any profactt in tha Chotanag* 
pur, SantW Pargaaa aod Kolhu 
areas. If tha govonunast does thia. 
it is violating tha aald act and alao 
WlUdnaon’iRula which Is appUc* 
able to Kolhan aroa. 

*This Chotaaagpur tanancy act 
was formulated to procacr tha land 
to tha simpla paopla ra* 
aldlog In the Chotanagpur area. A 
part of Kolhaa and Pomat artas is 
fituitad in Chotanagpur. Since 
1837, WiUdnson's Rule has bean In 
force in this area making cba cuh 
rura/way of Ufa disdoct from that ed 
othar parts of India. This rule was 
Bsda for tha paopla llvtag io 
l^olhan and Porahat areas; this rula 
was Boi mada by tha Indian govern* 
mam but by tha Britkb govern* 
mam. and br vlrtua of this rula, the 
aanirf'aiuaot s yst e m is stlU oper* 
atlng...la this area tha land bahmgs 
to tna araoJus aod muodas. So with* 
out tahing tha parmlssioii, advice w 
views of the tnd muodas 

and the local paopla, tha govern* 
meat cannot sun anv proj^. If it 
does IO, tbaa it is vituaiing Wilkin* 
son's Rule. If tha govtmaant is 
datarmlfiad to violate Cbotanagpur 
tanancy act and Wilkinson's R^ 
chan the voka of us Kothas wiU be: 
'We will oppoaa this govemaant in 
tha same vrty as w« oppoaad tha 
Bdtlsl^ovaramaot io wS for our 
land.' Tba govermsant should know 
that this K^hao area balonp to tha 
valiant Kolhas; it should amo know 
that by staging the u^ing in 1B3S, 
tha Kolhas showed loa way to Indi¬ 
an iodepeodaoca and now India is 
iodapandeat 

”] don't want to draw more tttan* 
Cion to this part of history. The 
goveraBant should oevar be 
allowed to constnict the Icha dam* 

,..without the permission ^ the loc¬ 
al people ana in violation of the 
Cbotaruour tenancy act and Wil* 
kinson's Kule. 

*So, till such time we do not 
recalva a reply to this appMi. we 
will not pormt the coostructioo of 
avan thia smaUest structure or 
house connected with Jeha 
da]B...TlLis ii.t^ voice of the local 
paopla. We want a peaceful reply to 
this appeal fnun all ministers ecMi 
other goTarnmaai officials 
...because tha work connected srith 
cba project cae spraad unrati 
among tM local paopla. 

"Please ngn iba duplicate copy 
of t^ aMesTMiar and rttum it to 
our effkt ar the eetUm * 


tfra Uft oMlag 4$ vUlagas and Mr 
Chopia mnda u public, uaadiately 
chart was panic and anger tha 
iribaU. The dia was cast on 12 July 
1961 whan at a meeting at Shyimsun* 
darpur, mercha laadar Shibu Soran 
declared: "I will fight dt (the dam 
project).* Paopla like Kalundia gar the 
maasaga. Racurning from tha meating 
that very day, the adivasis attacked a 
todown eoonnicted at tha sica of cba 
dam. A few days later, in tha courtyard 
of Ram Narain Kilundia's bouaa, the 
Kharkal Bandh Stnghtrsh Samiti 
(Kharkal dam reslsuace commirtec} 
was born. Kalundia was appoiniad 
ganaral ipcratary and Sldiau T^ pras* 
ident. 

Tba resistance onunlttee's demand 
was simpla and. if viewed objectively, 
quite Intimate: if tha government 
takai away tribal land, it must com* 
pansata by providing land, not money. 
The commlttaa'i argument was that: I. 
Tha fovarniDent para much below tha 
gotog price of land and 2. Adivasic 
being asaantlaUy laroan, what would 
they do with tba money if they 
oouldn*! buy land? Of course, there 
wars othar arguments raised as wall. 
But (hay had no basis. For instance, 
the ramcanca comnuttaa spraad the 
propaganda chat altar being deprived 
of chair land, the rribals would be 
shifted to nor^ Bihar-^ar away from 
their homeland. Such arguments vrare 
undoubtedly meant to whip up pas* 
sions. And whip they did. In i98f itself 
there were thm more attacks on the 
dam site: on godowns, Quarters and 
offices because nothing om has coma 

a val. Altar the attack on Telai* 
ahrawanita on 19 August, work on 
tba dam had to be suspended. 

Meanwhile, the resistance ennaut* 
tee (not racogniied by tba local admi* 
niitrarioD) bean shooting off notices 
end letters to oie aoivesis and govarn- 
meat ^iciais. Most of these docu* 
menis were provocative, or at laut 
that was bow they were vievrad by 
deputy commissioaar Misbre (sea box, 
Ksiund/a: The vir Kothe). Thinu 
appeared to be carting out of hand. 
Kalundia clearly had a siseabla follow¬ 
ing in the area. Soma adivasis ware 
him, but that was more for 




greti(I) MP Begun Sumbrul versus the 
morcha. The poiica ware trying de* 
tely to trame cbercas awnst 


cbergas awnst 


could find no evidence against them 
aod their cotnminaa. Unoar praasura 
from Patna, tha DC iras keen to have 
work resumad; but the engineers were 
QX willing to repon at the rice unless 
they were assured security. 

Sometime in August 1961, cba DC 
convened a meeting of local muades 
(the traditional village haadsX 
muJehits tod othar 'influential* tdiva* 
lis. Tha then unheard-of Kalundia 
itrandad this moating and was Intro* 
ducad to the DC as (Mngs Ram. fThii 
incidantiliy led the poiica up tha gar* 
daa oath-4hay had soma newt of Ram 


Narai«,but 






Th« potic^tDeo pouoced on ihe 
women without weroinc; they 
«terttd beetiof en4 btyonetinf 
them. Kot i tui^ wmnan from 
eaoTif ibe 18 to/O'^'eV'Olds who 
had fathered tbere. waa spered. 
The policemen forfot ell about 


7Vtx*« sistefi Sums(2$) chowv rhe Me in Her pertjcoar throufh wticH ahe 
waj beyonet&di (right) e room in no's house efter the ooiice nM 


nliaw attempca with the he^ xtf 
chATta Bod fifurea to explain cbat the 
Kharkai dam had been planned by 
brdiiaae atratefiata in Patna who were 
very, very concerned about the wel* 
fare of the adlvaaia. But hia anuaenti 
fell OQ deaf, prejudiced eera. KaJuadia 
waa unconvinced and ao were the 
otbera, narurally. A few atray incidents 


tion SepAitment were conduedna a 
aurvey for canala naar Sldieu Tiu's 
viUafa, Bita. They ware attacked by 
Tlu and (hrae other adlvaaia. kidnap- 

r fd. and taken to Bita. In Bita. the 
idnappen were joifMd by hunoreda 
of adfve^a who formed t proceaaioo 
and led their vicrlma to an unknown 
doatination. The engineers not being 
familiar with the area, last all sense of 
direction and couldn't tell where ex¬ 
actly they were taken; but from their 
sketchy deacription of the village 
where they were tortured, the police 
later lurmised that it was Kulaburu 
near Uundia's village. So it was prob¬ 
ably at Kulaburu uiat the aarkah 
pirrhua {govenment stooges) were 
made to atrip and suffer the bumiJia- 
tion of being Macen up with sticks and 
jhnrooe (brooms) by adivasi women 
(just the women, not the men). Of 
coura^ whet followed wea wone. They 
vrere forced to bend forward so that 
their buttocks stuck out In the air. 
Someona fetched a bowl of bhefua oil 
(prepared from a local fnih. it Is 
hlglily addic and corrod es the akfn 


lAsertad Into each ufknri pfrthub rec¬ 
tum, Myaatjifted wtrtt this, the adiva- 
sia rumd oBehw all over the en- 
glaaere' bodies and then lot them go. 
FonuDacely, the hheiue used on them 
waa scale and bad lost much of its 
addk ^alitiea; the etigineera. though 
badly injured and burnt, surrfvtd to 
tell tne rale. Aad being as s^id aa It 
the tataLasode ihg admlaiatratloQ 


waa. 


efKalMidU*i 


The hunt for the 
second man 


the one in December 1981. A dam 
depot eite wee attacked at Lorgara la 
the early hours of the morning and a 
^owkfdar was eeveraly beaten up. 
The attack was led bygangbarah Baail- 
ti president Sldieu Tlu. 

On 23 January this year, the DC 
called yat another meeting in hia 
chamber. This time, apart from mun- 
dee aad mukh/as. He Invited Begun 
Sumbrui, MP, and a few local MLAa to 
help solve the issue. Kelundla did not 
attend this meeting and that was prob’ 
ably why the adlvaila took e softer 
line. The DC was thrilled. But hia 
Jubllacion was ihortUved; Kalundia 
was in no mood for compromise i. An 
incident on 26 February 1982 shook 
(he entire sdminlstrarion. 

T wenty lix February was an Impor¬ 
tant day for (he local police who 
had so far failed to identify their real 
tnemy. liirae engineers of the Irriga- 


n 22 March this year, U days 

\ cles reached Bita at arouM five am. 
The nerty waa led by Sereikella 
DSP Vadav. The police surrounded 
(he entire village and then closed in 
no Saagbarsh Samiti president 
Sidieu Tin's lemi-pucce house. 
They hed mm to arrest the man. 
and if he waa found abacondini his 
property would ba attached. 

The 2S-yotr-old Tiu. a final vear 
student « Cyan Chand Jain Com¬ 
merce eoUege in Chalbeaa, had got 
wind of tha police raid; be had left 
the village me previous night. 
out 40 uniformed men surrounded 
his house which waa empty; flu's 
•tisten end mother were sleeping in 
the house opposite. The pdteemen 
benged at the door and not tatting 
reply, they promptly beganVeak- 
mg down the bouse. 


their 


IVee of t^u's sisters 
vero JeeU and bayonet inluriaa, ott 
their bteda hips and tbl^a. And 
all the while tne policemen ke^ 
shouting, 

After finishing vrith woaiM^*< 
ouulde Tlu'i houaa and eonftsdttCi 


The 'operation damolition’ con¬ 
tinued for almost 20 minute* during 
which the village woke up. Tlu'a 
relacivea arrivec at the spot; most 
of them were womenfolk. So they 
did not resist the police, nor did 
they uner a word^bty Just stood 
there, mute witnesses to (he dea- 
tructloo. It was only after the 

S olicemen moved to the adjacent 
ouae which belongs to Tiu's uncle 
Chet the women raised a cry. "Why 
destroy hia uncle's house," (hey 
screamed. And bell was let loo*e« 


Purti too waa not to be found; so the 
police tmeshed hli houaa and rw 
moved whatever they could find In 
it. 

The Issue was raised in (ha Bihar 
Assembly.-ironically on (ha very 
day Kalundia was l^ad <4 April). 
Local Congreaafl) BdLA Mokri bani 
(Bagua .Sumbrui's wlfa) allagad 
that the police had raped some 
adivasi women in Bita, and deman¬ 
ded the immediate suspension or 
tranafer of the deputy commiation- 
er. While it is true that a number of 
woman (approximately 16 of them) 
were severely beaten up ana 
bayoneted at Bits, this reporter 
found no evideoce of rape, 

Of course, the police onc4 Main 
deny that they damaged flu's 
houw or that they gialested his 
sisters, mother and other village 
women. According to Rajnagar Aol 
Abdul Qadir Khan who was one of 
the members of the raiding party, 
the pobce merely broke into Tnty 
houaa and removed all hia aaaect. 
"Begi sab bakwses hgi," he says.' 
"iCyofl snhnb, eurron Jro 
mareinge (why should we beat up 
women)?" 

Sidieu Tiu. till the time of writ¬ 
ing, is still absconding.' 















bui he WM ijBptkiced under IPC mc* 
eioDS 147, 148. 14», 342, 323, 332, 379 
end 426. Ute cue wu refittered it 
'*Tbe incident took place at 
KulatMTu, ver^ clou to Uyearah.** $eyi 
Seder sub^ivition inspector, Nafeih- 
wv Fraud Siofh. "Keftendia ts the 
liider there...uske keowledfe eur 
directiort ke hint eehie bua boga.* 
However, KaltiAdii*t wile tad the peo> 
pie el Dygereh aabiiolB that 26 Feoru' 
ary wu a Friday end at on other 
Frtdaya Kalundia nad fooe to the bath 
at Bvt^a and wu in no wey in* 
voJvad with the incident. 

Kilundie wu now a wanted man. 
Apart from the one reciatered it Re* 
jneear, the police hid eUo initiruted a 
letUtion cau aaeinst him at Seder 
t^na uDder IPC factions 121, 124<A) 
end 120(B). The letter omde him out to 
be i desh drohi (traitor). Thu wu e 
uhout matter, thoueh the adivesis 
would want to know now i men who 
Mrved in the India army with sin^* 
minded devotion, could involve him* 
Mil with a sucesfioaist movement? 

The ftuceuiontft movemeat with 
whkh Kelundia was allegedly uaoci* 
ated hu its roots in Wilkinson's Rule 
of 1637 which laid down separate 
penal codec and administrative norms 
for the inbel areu of Kolhan and 
Porahat now falUng under Singhbhum 
distnet. The purpott of Wilkinson’s 
Rule was to racosnisa tribal culture, 
illiteracy and backwardness and to 
offer suitable codes for justice end 
administretion which were distinct 
from the ones eoveroini the rest of the 
country. On 31 Merch 1981, a handful 
of educated adivasis led tw Narain 
Jonko under (he banner of Kolhan 
Raksha Sangh, celled for the inde* 
pendence of 'Kolhanistan* on the bests 
of Wilkinson's Rule. Jonko (revelled to 
London as the selfstvled 'President of 
Kolhanistan.’ His sioekkk, C. A. Top* 
no, went to Geneva to propagate the 
cause of 'Kolhanistao.' Topno, along 
with another activist, Ashwini Kumar 
Sawaiya, was later arrested; Jonko is 

still absconding Was Kaiundia linked 

up with these people? Yes, sey the 

E Uce, on the basis of a letter dated 31 
tober 1981 which Kaiundia had 


Chaturvedj the magistrate who nn 

away 













The dam of 
discontent 

T he Kkerkai dam project oaar 
Icha village is worth Rs 131 
crorcs (this includu Rs 58.3 croru 
for the two proposed canals and Rs 
18.8 crorvs tenvards rehabilitadots 
coats). The slogan of the project is: 
*/fer kher ko pani, bar baath ke 
kaam. * It is ooe of the four projects 
envisaged under the Subenarekha 
MuJiipurpoM Project; the other 
three are Subemuekha dam at 
ChandU, Kharkal barrage at Gan- 
and Caludi barrage 9o the Tata* 
iCharamir road. 

The urn will be built on Kharkai 
river whicb enters Bingbbhum dis* 
trkt from Orisu; it wfU cover a 
total area of 21,000 acr e s in Bihar 
and 10,500 ecru ia Orissa. The two 
canals emerging fro m this dam will 
cover S8.70O ecru and 1,52,100 
acru respectively, to other words, 
to set up the dem and its canals the 

K vemmeni <4 Bihar bu to acquire 
*fe chunks of tribal land around 
Cbajbau sub>division. 

The argument for the dam is that 
this is a traditionally dry area; the 
total annual foodgraln output c4 
this area is 3.5 lakh tons, when the 
actual raouiremant is 7.5 lakh tons; 
there is 17 lakh ecres of cultivat* 
able lend in (his area, but only 
22,000 acres are currently enjoying 
proper irrigation facilities. The 
Kharkei dam will extand irrigatioD 
facilities to 2,27,900 acr es in the 
Rajoagar, Potka, Gamhariya, 
Ch^basa, Seraikella and Kuntpmi 
areas. Irrigaiioo facilities would, in 
turn, boost the output of foodgmans 
by almost three \akh tons anually. 

Besides, it is being argued that 
the dam with its capacity to supply 
74 nllUon gallons of water dauy, 
would definitely attract industries 
in this aree; and industries would 
mean emplmrment for the adivasis. 
Also, the wn itself—which will 
take roughly 10 years to con* 
struct—will offer regular and 
casual employment to approaunate* 
ly 20,000 tribab over ^ next seven 

to eight yoars. 

If the cost in terms of finance is 
staggering, the price that the adiva* 
sis are expectM to pay is worse: 
21,000 acres of sectlefflent will be 
wiped out; in effect, 20 villages will 
disappear completely from the map 
sod 41 villages partially. The 
breakup of these vulages u as fol* 
lows: four complete and four par* 
lial villages in the Chaibesa so&e; 
five complete and 26 partial vil* 
Jages In the Tentnagar snoc; 11 
complete end 11 partud v41lagM in 
the Ptainagar soae. And this is the 
pejee the edivasis are refusing to 
pay. 


nddroMed to every fovereaent offl* 
dal he could possi«y think ai and also 
to the outlawed Kolhaft Rakdia Sangh. 
(See boa.) 

On 16 March this year. Kaiundia 
nttended the mammoth meeting 
hosted at Chaibasa to mark the 
aimiverwy of Jhaikhand Uukd Mor* 
cba. The meetiiig was prarided over by 
Shibu Sorea. Kaiundia was Introducad 
as Shankar, a devoted moreba worker; 
be even addressed the gathering with* 
out being idtniified py the police. 
Four days later, the DC scored s major 
succeM whan be addressee a large* 
crowd d adivasb at Talaj*ChalJyiwsn 
and persuadad them to let the dam 
worit racusa at this sita. Work began 
coon after. On 22 March, i large police 
perty led by Sereikella DSP radav 
rddra Sidieu Tiu's house in Bita. 
Obviously, in retaliation, Kaiundia led 
a gang of about 250 armed adivaib to 
tbe Me at Telai'Chaliyawan on 3 
April. Tbe workers and angineers vrere 


^^.^H^^rrTTfrTtrnrrTTTirTTatrTnir; 


ned for their lives. Hie local police 
outpost comprising seven to eight peo¬ 
ple was also gheraoed. Bui soon a 
small force of CRPF men arrived at 
(he spot; in the cbaM that followed, 
ei^t adivasis were arrested. Kaiundia 
escaped, but he was killed the very 
next day. 

W hen and how was Kaiundia kil* 
led? Hb corpse was badly muti* 
lated when it was brought back to 
Rygarab on the evening of 5 April. 
According to his wife and the villagers 
who brought the corpse back—bis 
brother, the villa^ munde Manslngh, 
and other adivasis—there was a long, 
deep gash on Kalundia’s right cbest; 
his skm bad peeled off; knuwes were 
broken; eyes pierced; end sexual 
organs (penis and (eancles) missing. 
Tbe corpse had decayed; it was eout* 
ting a foul stench, fn their ignorance, 
the villageri decided to cremate the 
body (adivasis have e choice between 
crematioo and burial) in (he early 
hours of 6 April. Tbe corpse, along 
with the evidence of torture, was re* 
duced to ashes. {An amateur village 
photographer, a student by profession, 


KaJuiidie't dtughref, JankUSd)! she was 
at her lit-iews' on 4 April 



















took • photofnpk of tko > 
il Wii burnt; but thii 


c^TMobotfort 
i plecomph 
noroiy thowi tho dood Kuundio co> 
vorod from hood to too in i ihoot.) Is 
tho iihti tho viUoforo dohn to hovo 
found imill plocoi of olou ond ntcol 
woigbloi ippronotitoTy 200 gm. 

M couno, tho poiico vorolon (i vtry 
dlfforont. In on Flit lodgod iuboo- 
quontlp* tho inform on t, Inipootor 
Nogothwor Froaod Singh cloimo thot it 
ilyioroh itiolf Kilundlo woi ihot 
thrico bKiuoo h# hod trlod to rooiot 
tho poUco. Ai thli otory |ooo, tho 
poIUo lurroundod Koiundlo'i Kouoo 
ond thon iiw two pooplt tAorilni 
from Inildi. On# of thorn wdi ormoa 
with I iword. tho othor with 112 boro 
Tho inoMctor ukod. "Whom li 

lundliP Tho mon with iho lun 
roplJodi "I will 100 how you |ot ICalun* 
dll * Immodlotoly tho two non "took 
pooltion" ond tho mon with tb# gun 
took olm to firo ortho ooUco. tnipoctor 
Singh clolmi thot ho dlieinctly low tho 
mon pull tho trlggor, though tho tun 
did not fIro; oo ho oponod flro with nil 
own 12 boro rlflo, Injuring tho gunmin 
on hli right thigh ond hip with pollott. 
At thli point ino mon with tho gun 
colUpioo ond tho mon with tho ivmrd 
picktd UP hli gun. Tho Injurod nuia, In 
turn. groDbod tho iword ind modi to 
itrlko Rojnogor rhono OC. $. Kooh* 
chip who wii odvonclng towtrdi him. 
(What tho focond man wai doing In 
tha moanwhilo with tha gun la not 
mantionod.) Kachchap, in soil do* 
fence, opened firo ot tho iiaalUnt; he 
fired twice from hie piitoL and tho 
tocond man ran away with tho gun. 

After all this rosroiha. tho polico 
cliim to have Identified the min they 
hid ihot If Kilundla. How wi$ he 
Identified? He wit carrying i thkils 
which contained all avidence against 
him: two live cartijd|ea, gun licence In 
the name of Ram nariln Kolundio. 
rifle cleaner, a morcha book Jhar 
khand Andoian, and a Kolhin Riksha 
Di] book, Koihan ki Chiagari. 

There are two vital loopholes in the 
police version. First, (t has been 
claimed that one carcrldge (which dit* 
tioctly bit Kalundia) and two bullets 
were fired by the police. But Dr A. K. 
Sinhi of Sadar Koipitah who per* 
formed the postroortem on Kalunoio’s 
body, remembers only one ceitrldge 
and one bullet Injury. Could the 
aocond bullet fired Kochchap have 
nlaaod Kalundia? "Wo are not cow* 
boys," says DSP Kujur. "It Is likely 
thot the second btillat misaad.’* That 
dooao*i SMok highly of the policeman 
who fired at pouit blank rimgo. 

Second, tbo official tlningi of the 
Inddants on 4 April are all confused. 
D3? Kujur claims that tho operation 
look plica at about five am and took 
one full hour to complete; and, accord* 
Ing to him. the poUco party returned to 
Chalbaae at 8.30 em—this was around 
the time Kalundia was taken to bospit* 
al and declared dead. On the ocher 
hand, the official Informant. Inspector 
Singh, has claimed in the origioaJ HR 
dated 4 April 1912 thet the operation 
Bok piece at 4.30 am, that the force 
^Mfoe Ouibeea at seven and reached 



TTie door to Ka/undJaV room where ha wat shot; (ia$H) photatnph of iCsfuadia'a 
corpse taken by a vaf/a/e photographar 


Chalbasa at 2.30. But then there is i 
subs^uent note, filed on 29 April (2$ 
days after the Incident) which pleads 
that rwo typing effort have crept Into 
the originet Fm: that the police party 
left for Chaibasa at eight am. not 
seven as stated earlier and reached 
Chaibasa at p.30, not 7.30. 

The police have obviously tried to 
Justify the time taken to remove 


Kalundia to hospital. Tha truth la that 
the opararJon took place at fotir an; It 
lasted not more than IS ninuMs: 
another 3S to 40 minutes were wasMo 
on the encounter with the tribals. By a 
little after five am. the police parry 
should have been on its way ba^ to 
Chaibasa. Why did it reach Chaibasa 
as late as 8.30 am? Where was Kalun* 
dla taken during the three an\l a half 
hours in between? Where was/he tor* 
tured and killed? Some villagers at 
Lupuneutu and Harsanda, south-east 
of Chaibasa, dalfn that Kalundia was 
driven past their villeges In a police 
Jeep. The jeep did not stop anywhere, 
It just kept moving, while the cops 
tortured Kalundia to daaih In it 
Dr A. K. Sinha vahamently denies 
any evidence of torture or violence on 
Kuundla'i corpse. "The body was net 
mutllKed at the tine of poatmortem," 
he asserts. "The man might have been 
murdered. 1 don't know. My job was to 
find out the cause of death and that I 
did. He died of one bullet Injun In the 
chest.** And (he glass and metal places 
in Kalundla'i syatem? "Absurd," says 
the doctor. And the missing sexual 
organs? "They wore very much there 
when I did the postmortam^" ha ra* 
piles. "Of course. It is possible that 
during the night (of 4/S April) dogs 
and jackals preyed on the corpse. The 
morgue is not a sale place, you know." 
But why would a dog or iaeVal bite off 
only the sexual organs of a deed man? 
Ho one In Chaibasa could mh to this 
query, except DSF Kuiur. DSP Kujur 
^ffawed^d spat: *'TFie animal must 
have been sex starved." ■ 


Fmidenr’s cerrifjcare awanM to Kaiun 
dia ia 1973 






DEATH OF AN AUDITOR 

A young accountant suddenly dis^pears from his Dhanbad hotel while auditing the 
accounts of one of the country, 's biggest public sector enterprises, the Bharat Coking 
Coal Limited. Four hours later his body is found lying on the railway tracks near a 
level crossing five kilometers away, with arms arxl head chopped off. 
TOOSHAR PANDIT and UMESH ANAND investigate why the accountant died. 


H is mind was made ttp: ha 
would quit the job after 
chit trip aad five ruicions 
for a Uvina. That was what 
Stiwata Sundar Das, 29. 
loJd his perencs at he left his residence 
at KofutaM^ Howrah station on the 
morning of 19 April to catch a train to 
Dhanbad. It was only in March that he 
had tlined up as an audit assistant 
with <r P. Atf awal & Co., one of the 
live Calcuita^ased firms of chartered 
accouatants assiAned by the Comptrol* 
lar aad the Auditor General to audit 
ibt accounts of the Bharat Cokini Coal 
UBKitad (BCCL) for the year. 

One of the country's bttsest public 
enterprises, the BCCL (annual tumov* 
er Rs 370 crores) is a maseive empire 
with over 100 units includirtg 80 coL 
lieries in the Jharia^Ranigunae belt 
under it. The entire complex is divided 
into 16 adminutraeive areas each of 
which maintains its own accounts. The 
Comptroller and Auditor General 
draws up a schedule indicating whar 
accounts are to be examined by which 
firm of chartered accountants. G. P 
Agrawal got tlie old territory: areas six 
end seven, whose accounts it had au* 
dUad in the previous veer also. 

The partners of G. P. Agrawal de¬ 
cided that a team of five audit assis 
tants would go to Dhanbad. Manuhar 
Chualewala, who was in last year's 
audit team, was chosen as their leader. 
He and two orhers^B. L. Singhal and 
Sailesh Kumar—would audit the 
accounts for area seven. They left for 
Dhanbad on 12 April. Das and another 
of his colleagues. Arun Jha, were 
assigned area six. But Das was not 
particularly enthusiastic about rhe 
assignment. He hated going out be* 
cause his parents were old and needed 
him. 

Even more depressing was the 
thought of going to DhanlMd. He had 
hMrd from All colleagues how on one 
aJ^c, Use year, a man. said to be an 
emissary of dreaded mafia boss 
Buryadeo Singh, barged inro the hotel 
room where one of the audit assistams 
was pvning up. Flashing a wad of 
bimdred'rupee notes he cold the au¬ 
ditor diet it could be his if he did not 
ask too many questions about the 
MTinents made against concractors’ 
And whar if me auditor did not 
oblige? The men need not have told 
him: ii could be the end. Besides, Das 
had*read so much about (he mafia, 
gang wan and nimbi# uAder*tbe ’table 

cUa •v-a k. .aa«Aj«r.. 


was not looking forward lo mnding 
the next couple of weeks in Dhanbad 
picking apart the intricate transac* 
tiona or the BCCL. When Das boarded 
the Black Diamond Express with his 
coUeagua. Jha. at Howrah station he 
was an unhappy man. 

Reaching Dhanbad at around noon 
and having checked in at A jam a 
Hotel, which is in the been of thf 
town, (hngot in touch with Ghualewa* 
la and the officials of the BCCI. to 
prepare a schedule for auditing the 
eccounts of tree six. Next morning 
they began their work. This, during 
the first two days, involved skimming 
through the records for petty pay* 
ments made in cash and certain sales 
transactions. On 22 April, the third 
day, Das worked elone as lha went to 
assist ChualewaJa in area seven be- 
cause SiAghal. one of the essistenis, 
had taken off for the day. Till that 
afternoon work progressed satisfac* 
tonly as both the officials of fhc BCCL 
and the auditors were anxious to get 
over with (he job. 

It was at the fag end of the day that 
signs of strain started to show as Das 
b^ame more inquisitive. In a letter to 
his employers in Calcutta on 25 ApriU 
Das complained: “...For the first two 
days w« received full cooperation...But 
from Thursday onwards we received 
no cooperation...we were not attended 
(tol properly...Proper explanation was 
not given to every query...** Things 
came to a head the following afternoon 
when Das told the cashier A. K. Shah 
that he would like to verify if the 
amount of cash with the office tallied 
with the entries in the books. But tbe 

Saswere Das* knew roo much 





cashier said that this would not be 
possible as one of the two keys needed 
to open the safe was with (he area 
finance maoager^Y. P. Singh who had 
gone to Calcutta. 

Das did not like it and even grew 
suspicious. Y, p. Singh knew that an 
audit was under way and the auditors 
might, at any moment, like to verify 
the amount of cash in (he office. Was it 
so very necessary for him to go to 
Calcutta? And. if it was so very neces* 

3 could he not have left the key 
someone else? These were some 
of (he questions that were bothering 
Das. At (he hotel, in the evening, he 
went over the matter with his col¬ 
leagues. He asked Ghualawala what he 
should now do. Chualewala advised 
Das and JHa that wherwthey resumed 
their work the next morning they 
would insist upon verification. If the 
cashier refused, (hey should osk him to 
give his reasons in writing. 

As advised. Das and Jha asked the 
cashier on the following morning to let 
(hem check (he cash. The cashier adv- 
anced (he same excuse. When the 
auditors demanded a written explana* 
tion. ihe cashier called in Bishnu Dutt 
Pandey, the deputy finance manager. 
And again, Pandey offered the same 
explanation; one of the keys to the 
safe was not available. This led to an 
exchange of words, with the BCCL 
officials now insisting that if Jha and 
Das wanted a written explanation 
they, too, should address them queries 
in writing. Since nothing could be 
decided. Das and Jha stopped work 
and got in touch with J. N. Das, the 
acting general manager for the area, 
seeking his intervention. 

Then they left for area seven to 
report the matter to Chualewala. After 
hearing Das and Jha, Chualewala 
brought the matter to the attentioersf 
the BCCL*s chief finance manager r. 
N. Sorti who in turn deputed D.Jti. 
Agarwal, the finance manager atJhe 
headquarters, Co sdtt out the mob" 
leois. The funny thing is that theory 
key the officials and tne audiiora were 
fighting over was with Y. P. Singh's 
wife in Dhanbad. Indeed, whenever 
Singh went out of Dhanbad he would 
leave (he key vrith his wife to be 
handed over to tbe depu^ finence 
manager when required. Thit practiCf 
WAS %vcU known and M a matter of fta 
Pandey, rhe deputy finance managtr 
gor Ihe key from Mrs Singh even eg tba 
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Auditor* that tho kw had bean located 
and they co^ild veriiy the cash fts they 
desired, Dae declined aayiAi it was too 
late in the day for such an exercise. 
They would rather wait till Monday 26 
April. Mtanwhile. iha cashier, Sinah. 
on receivinf a teleirare M^ni that nis 
mother-in*law was seriously ill, left for 
Gujarat. B. K Chactoraj r^laced him. 
On Monday norninf, Ghualewala 
accompanied Das and Jha to area six. 
There they had a number of meetings 
with the BCCL officers to iron out 
some minor differences that still ex* 
isied. Cash verification followed and 
the auditors found that tba entries in 
the books mauhed the cash kept in 
the safe. 

Having completed the cash vertfici' 
tion on the previous day. on the mom* 
inf of Tuesday 27 April Das turned his 
ettemion to the payments made by 
chei^ue. The area spends about Rs 30 
crores aiinually of which Rs $0 lakhs 
go to the contractors. Under income- 
tax relations all payments above Rs 
2,S00 have to be made by crossed 
cheques. Investigating che<)ue pay* 
ments. therefore, iAvoJves scrutiny of 
bills, invoices, tenders. It means ex* 
smining the transacflons between the 
contractors and the organisation. To 
begin with, Das wanted to know from 
Kami Prasad Jha, a billing clerk, what 
procedures the BCCL followed with 
regard to farming out contracts. Once 
the clerk explained the procedures, 
Das got on to the job of actual varfica* 
tion. 

Das went through the books meticu¬ 
lously, ofteh scribbling notes on a pad 
be kept with him and asking searching 
questions. In fact, he was asking too * 
■nany options. At least that was what 
K. P. Jha thought. A couple of times 
Jha even reminded Des that he was 
wasting his dme over trivial matters. 
Jba*s.except of euditing was: "You 
should see the bill, take m measure* 
meat and peas tba bill.'* Des worked 
dll eboet € pm befor e celling it a day. 
He was tired and exhausted vrfaen he 
retuned to his hotel room. After hav¬ 
ing a barh, Das spent e good oee hour 
reJaxug on his bed end chatting with 
hU Ann Jha. A little later 

they moved over to adjoining room 

where e^e r mem ber* m the audit 

At aed Binghal ^ 

left tha hotel to make afewporchaaes 
as a nearby ahop. That wea i^eo 

mi tm dmldsid to 


and while Ghualewala and Jha were 

E ttiog ready he went dowtutairs. As 
was waiting for Gbualawala aad 
Jha to coma down Salesh aad Singbal 
relumed. He suggested that they all go 
for dinner togemer. At about 9.30 pm 
when Ghualewala. Jha, Singhal and 
Sailesh came down Des was aowbere 
to be found. They presumed Das bad 
gone to the place vdiere they usually 
cook (heir meals. It was a small placa 
run by a sardarjV close to Ajanta Hotel. 
Das was not mere but still bis col* 
leagues did not make much of his 
abmoce, presoming that he had gone 
to sec a film. They had their dinner 
and insrructad the aarda/Jt to kaep 
food (or Das as be was likely to cum up 
later. Beck et Ajente Hotel they ea* 
quired if Des bed returned. Re had 
not. They then went up to their rooms 
and stay^ awake till midnight. Before 
going to sleep they asked the doorman 
to keep the door open for Des. 

But bed Das’ colleagues been e little 
Jess cavalier, they womd have realised 
that he could not have gone to see a 
film. He was seen et A|aota Hotel at 
9.30 pm. The film shows in the iKality 
start at 9.15 pm. It would bev* |aken 
Das fiftoeii miautes to reach even the 
nearest cinema ball. Thu means that 
he would have mitrrrf a good thirty 
minutes of the show. Das wu never 
known (o be a film addict. Beaidei, 
since he had been ia the compeoy of 
his colleagues, the most natural ihing 
for him to do would have been to ask 
them to fo along with bim. Ajid even if 
be had oiscided to go elooe, be would 
have told Jiis roDeegues el^t it: be 
knew the door* of hotel were shut 
after 10 pm. Moreover, Des wes fully 
tware of the job he wes doing end the 
risks involved. He would sively not 
have liked to venture out eleoe after 
dark under the rireumtcaDces. Oddly 
none of these thoughts to 
have mossed the minds of his cel* 
leagues wtien they wont to sleep. 

T he belhi-bouad Kalka Mail 
reacbed IMieabed on emm: et 12.$$ 
am. The date: 2$ ApriL Throe 
latec it rumbled pem the Bhuli railway 
tressiag. which was about five 
kilometres east of Dhaabed surioa. 
Two mgmea and two Railway Proiec- 
(fsn recce aspeys ware as taet dme 
SBoviag ia opposite diracboos along 
the parallel (w^way tracka. As they 
iSMi im g e d at a poiat near the level 

Heat Avm am* rti tSK fa . 


’ SisMr Minari 


(he shoulder. Several feet to the riaht, 
beyoad the other track, was another 
em. The body lay a few steps eheed 
with the head decapitated end paitN 
smashed still further awey. A thick 
substance stuck to the rails. There 
were deep red ipJotcbes at aaveral 
places on the loose earth slong the 
track. It was s ahastly sight and the 
lour men felt line vMiiiug. 

They ran to the caWaman at (bn 
level crossing and told him what they 
had seen. It was a little after I.IS am. 
The cabinman aoon got in touch with 
the railway control at Dhanbad sta* 
tion. The GRP came to know about It 
ei around three am. But poUcamen 
must be unusually letherglc. Nothing 
alie can explain why an AS! of the 
GRP, Diananath Singh, took lour 
hours to arrive at the level crosaing. 
He spoke to the cabinman. talked to a 
few people residing a short distance 
from the track and concluded that the 
death was accidental. It was the mar* 
riage season. The trains were Mwavs 
overcrowded and people were traveU* 
ing on (he running boards, the roofs of 
the compartments and the couplings 
connecting the cooipartmenis. What 
Singh thought had happened was that 
(he victim was travelliiut on tha run* 


tha run* 


board, Of the buffer. He was 
either bit by a post or he accidentally 
fell down and was run over by the 
Kalka mail. And what made him think 
that the victim was travelling by train? 
A second class liclcet from I^nbad to 
Gave was found oa (he body and the 
KaiM Mail passes throu^ 9*7*^ Any' 
way, having convinced huaieu that it 
was an accidental death, Singh did 
what BO good police officer would have 
done. He got GRP sweepers to pick up 
the dismembered Umbs and bed them 
buried beside the railway tracka in a 
grave no more chan a foot deep. No 
photograph was taken. No post* 
summ was asede* If the ASl had 
stopped CO chink, be would here found 

several -reesooi why could oot 

have beea an accidental deadi. If the 
victim bad been ninover by the Ganga 
Demodar Eoreea, Bombay Mail or 
Kalka Ifaii, w driven of cneae (raia* 
would have iaformed the next smeloa 
or Dhaabed. If the aun had slipped 
■ad falian onto the tracks, it Is JuM 
oeturtJ that someono woula have puL 
led the chain. Pinally, if this wai an 
aeddent, it is unlikely that the'haad 
$06 tha arms would be severed la th^ 







ltde of (he trick. 

A run Jhi did not sleep well •( 
ni^t and when he woke up on (he 
morning of 26 April, he sew that the 
bed next lu his was empty. There was 
still no trace of his roommate Das. 
Arun informed his colleagues who 
huddled together for a good one hour 
ricking thejr brains to fi^re out what 
could neve happened to Das None of 
them had any clue. Finally, thay con¬ 
cluded that he must have gone to 
Calcutta. Of coursei he had no reason 
to« but that was the only possibility 
that they could think of. In fact, they 
were convinced that Das had gont to 
Calcutta. 

ChualewaJi took the dtcliion: work 
would continue us usual, but whan Jha 
got to oral six to rtiuma work, ha 
would call his Cikuita office to find 
out if Dai hud raturnad. Jha raachad 
urea six a little after 10 am. At around 
11 am he sent o chit to Y. P. Singh. 
Scribbled on It was the Cileucte tele- 
hone number of 0 P. Agrawal It Co. 
hu wanted Singh to get him the 
number. As the operator was trying to 
get the number Jha over heard some 
of Che employees excitedly talking 
about an accident at the level crossing 
on the previous night. He saw in the 
roup Abdul Heyat Khan, the clerk 
eaJtng with payments made by che* 
uo. The description that Khan uve of 
the victim sounded familiar to jhe: it 
could be Das. 

Now it became even more important 
to get that call through to Calcutta. So 
Jhe rushed into Y. P. Singh's room and 
told him about what he had heard. 
Singh took Jha to the telephone oper* 
itor’s room where he had already sent 
the chit that Jha had given hiiD ear¬ 


lier. They were in the operator's room 
for some time, imploring the operator 
to get the call as fast as possible. By 
that time Jha was a nervous wreck, hts 
hands were trembling, his face had 
turned pale. "I think I am gomg to 
have a heart attack.” he said, and 
asked Singh to provide him a vehicle 
to take him to area seven where he 
could consult Chualewala. The car was 
providid and Khan and K. P Jha 
escorted Arun Jhe lo area seven. After 
Arun Jha told Chualewala that there 
had been an accident at the level 
crossing and that Das might have been 
run over. Jha, Chualewala with K. P. 
Jha and Knan started out for the level 
crostlng. On reaching there they first 
talked to the cabinman (K. P. Jha did 
most of the (elklng) end learnt rltat tha 
ll^ hid ilraedy burled the body, 
f description thee tha cabinman end 
some other people of tha locality gave 
fitted with that of Das. After vismng 
tha spot whara tha dismembered liody 
had been traced they returned to an>n 
•lx at around J.30 pm. Meanwhile, the 
call that Jha had booked to the Calcut¬ 
ta office had coma through and was 
attanced by on# of BCCL's flnunro 
offlcars, Keaari (ha had onca been with 
G. P. A^ewil gr Co.). Das had not gone 
to Calcutta. 

This reinforcad the suspicions of 
Chualewala and Jha that it was the 
body of Das that had been found on 
tha railway tracks. Soon they left area 
six for Koyla Bhaven in Dhunbad 
which is the headquaners of BCCL. 
After consultations with some of the 
senior BCCL officials. Jha and Ghuale- 
wala decided that they should lodge a 
formal complaint with (he police. They 
reached the police slaiion shortly afrer 
five pm escorted by two BCCL em¬ 


ployee^the deputy personnel mana¬ 
ger. S. K. Banarjea and a security 
personnel. But for a clerk and a few 
sentries the police station was empty. 
As Jha, Chualewala end Banerjee 
waited for a policeofflcer to appear so 
that they could lodge their complaint, 
Chualewala wrote it out. 

At around .^.30 pm the offlceMn- 
charge, Mohan Rasek came, and after 
verising with the GRP over the tele- 
phune I hat there had been an unnatu¬ 
ral death, he recorded the atetement 
of Chualewala. Then h# directed 
Ghualewela to go to the GRP since 
they were m a better position to 
answer ChualewsU's queries. Some 20 
minute later they were at the GRP 
office nr Dhenbad station, ind hid to 
Wilt fur about 4$ minutes before they 
could find anyone who was willing to 
talk to them. It was a sub-inspector 
who first showed them a purse. It 
belonged to Das. Then there were the 
bills of Ajenta Hotel which Des had 
paid only on the previous night. There 
was alKt a key: it was the key to the 
lock in Das'i suitcase. Chualewala 
(hen enquired If they hid found a 
watch, the watch that Dei was Vear 
ing. The police had not. But they had 
found a gold ring with a red stone set 
in it. It had been kept in the safe. If 
Chualewala and Jha waited for some* 
lime they could see it. The person who 
had rhe Key to the safe would be back 
soon. But Chualewala did not want to 
see it: hy now he was convinced that 
(he victim on whose body tha articles 
had been found was none other than 
hts colleague Das. 

From (he GRP office the auditors 
came back to rhe BCCL headquarter.i 
where they told some BCCL officials of 
their findings. A call was booked to 



Corruption in coiiieries 

C orruption has become e way of life Private cokers were often allotted cok- undertake repairs. Worki 
in the collieries all over the coun- log coal if the concerned people were which are also involved in 


^in the collieries all over the coun¬ 
try . BCCL is no axcecpilon. Senior 
engineers say that the situatioa is 
largely the result of lack of dedictrion 
among a larga section of coalmine 
managers. During the,days of private 
collieries, there was accouDttbility 
and none could gel ewey by aitting 
idle. But after nationalisation jobe 
have become more secure and the 
system ,of accountabiUcy la sadly lack¬ 
ing Managers are also afraid of (he 
constant threat to their securiff: It la 
sometimes impossible to remele hon¬ 
est and save one's akio it rhe sene 
time. Private operators were no 
angels, but the menagers were at least 
protected by hired goondes of the 
management. 

While cokmg coal li meant for con¬ 
sumption by steel plants, BCCL pro 
duces two other items—herd coke and 
soft coke ^th these items being In 
short supply, this automecicalJy nvee 
rile to opportunities for comipnon. 


Private cokers were often allotted cok¬ 
ing coel if the concerned people were 
bribed. Similar was the case while 
aUoninf hard coke and soft coke. 

Despatch is another department 
which is riddled with bribery. Even 
while despetching coking coel meant 
for the statoowned steel plenfs, load¬ 
ing ia sometimes lower inan wbat is 
shown in the records. Tlie balance is 
directed to private cokers. Officers 
often make money in collusion with 
their tubordinttes by deilberetely 
showing a lower production of coal. 
The unrecorded ia easily sold to 

private treden. PUfenne seems to be 
a dirty word for CIL accouoeaots. 
Whatever be the loss of raised coal 
through pilferage, accounts books will 
ilbver manUen fact and axplaln 

away tha shortage with various tech- 
nkel reeaoos. 

Another* source of comiption is tbe 
repair of mechanical aoc ^accri^ 
equipment. CIL workshops seldom 


undertake repairs. Workers' unions 
which are also involved in the racket 
ensure thi8,and outsiders are awarded 
(he jobs with suitable cuts to CIL men. 
Even the tender comnlnee'i deciuons 
are influenced by financial coniidara- 
tioni. When it comes.to civic construc¬ 
tions or maintenance jobs, corruption 
is even more rampant. Contractors 
make money along with BCCL ofllcials 
who award jobs. 

Open cast mines tooipffer scope for 
corrupricn. Sometimes BCCL takes the 
services of dumpers and other heavy 
machinery. But in Beelity, offirieTi 
loan tha BCCL equipnaantl to tba 
vate operators to do the job and then 
pay toe operators thalr ragular 
charges. Tba dlaaal meant for runtiiag 
the Mivy equipment is often sold 
outside. A common joke la Dhaitbad is 
that the private transport lystam sur- 
vivas on tha chaap olesal from*col* 
lierias. 
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th* Caktitca oCtlea of G. P. Aonwol. 
Whon ooo of tho KCLofftdoU. D. N. 
Agorwob iafonnod out of G. P. Asr»* 
wait and Co*i p or tnori, G. Potodit 
ovor lolepbone at arouad 9 pm chat 
.Dai ha?o moc vrfth an uoutura] 
doitb, ntodit said that ha would caka 
tha ftm train in iha Dorniu lo Dhaa* 
M. Iha BCCL alao arrauM for a car 
CO moot bin at tha atat&i tha naxt 

Over 10 Dhaobad. At 9.30 pm 
Ghualawala and Jha Udc iha haadquar* 
tan for ihalr hotel On tiw fctSoi^ln^ 
mominp, however. Patodie called his 
auditor! at Ajanta Hotel to say that be 
would aot be cosUnf and chat they 
should immadiaielp retura to Calcut* 
ca. Oa hii Instruction!, the auditors 
packed their beca, hired a laai and left 
for tha iiaclon to catch the Jammu 
Tawei txpreM tHtkh leaves Dhaobad 
at around 10 am. Bafort leavina the 
hotel they, bewever. rana up D. N. 
Adarwala aod Informed lUm about 
their plant. Just as (he euditera were 
about to boWd the trmin, Soai end 
Agarwala reached the natloe and told 
tha auditors thac It mlfhc not ba wise 
for (hem to laeva Dbkabad without 
informlni the police. 

The itMUtora were, thus, pcevtcted 
from teevioc Dhanbed. From tha M* 
don cb^ were ea cm ed beck to tM 
BCCL headeuajtms end from (here 
(bey were cakeo to the office of the 
chief of BCCL's aec^ty pervoruwl. He 
wma not in hla office. Havini waited for 
him for some ciat, the auditors wrora 
a oota sayinf that they wore laovinf 
Phan had on (he initrucdona of their 
employars. A faw copiea of (ha note 
wera typed out at that office and 
the euditera havlB 4 put their slm>n* 
turei on thorn handed them over to the 
BCCL offldeb. They had their lunch in 
area seven and In the aft V^BOPO caufhn 
a (rain to Calctitta, 


'jpM SP of GRP. N. P. Sahey. was 


iheyi 

away in Ponia when tha body 
found on the tracks. He returned to 
Dhaohed much later, on the olfht of 
23 April The next moraJim a smell 
news Item in e local daib. Awaa 
caught ids attendou. Tha uem was 
about the Occident et the level oos- 
diie. Sahay did not think much of it 
and only casually rang up bia office to 
find out whet it was all about. What 
him was the report that the 
had been buried without getdng 
pftoKMrapbed or without oyliu to 
get it idenofied After meking a few 
enquiries on hli own. Sahay was con* 


BUIO Qt 

jolted 
My hi 
It VtM 


owik Sahay 

.vlaced (hat not only had the aaaistaat 


Coal 


loaded into a coetracror'i vehicle: seurce o/ eWJ 


the arms from the shoulder and cut the 
basd off at the sama dae? Be^es, the 
wheels could not have severed the 
limbs so finely. The limbs had been' 
amputated rather neatly. Then the 
sev er ed portxnu of the body had been 
strewn over a wide area along the 
track. That again %ent against the 
theqiTof the i>ersoQ having committed 
stiicioe or having Been killed in an 
ecddent. 


fu^inspector aent to invaadgate the 
mattar acted wrongly bur cbnro was 
strong avideoce to auiggeot that it was 
e murder. 


Ka immediately ordered luapenaioo 
of ASI Dinaath Si^. What made 
Sahay thinh that it could not have 
hMi aaythinn hut a murder wm the 
fact that If tfia vlcdm had bom run 
both the hasid and (hn arms could 
chopped off the way 

8nw 


So Sahay asked the sub-divisional 
cdriw (SSO) to pennit him to exhume 
the body ana raopeo the case. Pormis* 
alM was mantan at about S pm. But 
before that Sahay had left for Patna to 
attand a coofcreace. was 

carried out on thg momiag of 30 April 
^ a Mat merree was conducted. 
When monoranjan and Sushanta, 
Daa’a two yountmr brothers, reached 
Dhanbed hf the Black Diamond £x- 
prw a( meond 1130 p.a.. the body 
had alxeady been eifiumad- the poet* 
aortesi confirmed the sutpidom it wu 
murder. The wounds wero ante* 
t^kh meant that th^ wON 


inflicted bafore the victim died. Iha 
victim*i stomach was empty so hit 
viscera was not examined. He did not 
die of polswing. Some other wounds 
around the stomach and the buttons 
indicated thet Das might have Mn 
torrured. The inference gtscrally was 
chat Das bad been tortured, then his 
arms and ba^ ware hacked off at the 
. place where his body was found, or 
very near it. and was throwo on tbt 
track to make it appear tohe either a 
case of suidda or accident. 

And who might have killed Das? His 
coUeajnes are convinced that some of 
die BCCL employees end contractors, 
whose interm Das might have hurt 
by asking too many questions, had got 
Das killM to protect their interasu. Ic 
WM possible that while checking the 
entnes about the payments made to 
the extractors in area tix Dm might 
have ^.Jd »v.; Tabled upon soma impor* 
lant that could have cruel* 


find quiiv . few people. As It was, the 
contructoit operating in the .BCCL 


coQiarles were mostly the frent-men 

tha mafia boasis who wmiid nni hot ee 


I 
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Brush your teeth with Colgate after 
every meat. It protects you just the way 
dentists recommend atl over the world. 

Bacteria grow in food part»des left 
between your teeth. These can cause 
bad odour and. later, painful decay 
So alwjvs brush the Colgate way right 
after eating, it's proven most effective to 
freshen vour breath, whiten your teeth, 
.and fight decay. 

Colgate hae the freehr minty taete thet 


How Colgate's trueted formula worka 

Odour and decdv causing 
bacteria grow in food particles 
trapM between vour teeth. 

Colgate's unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove dangerous 
fo^ pditiclea and bacteria. 




The result; attractive white teeth, 
ffesh>breath confidence, 
protection agamst decay. 


makes brushing a pleasure. 


Stop bad breath. 
Fight tooth decay 

with Colgate 

OeaMCnam 
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tylM b^ort kffliM ■ pe f to a tf to to 
Mgwtff ittaid to to • ihmt to to»if 


«ywtfy iliiaid to to • ihmt to to»if 
toiirtiti. 9ooM of tto BCCL offleUU 
tlto loomtd to to tctlng rtthor 
itrooioly. Couto it to ro thielo fomo of 
ttolf oaployooi who might tovo doM 
losothtoi wrofit? Wtoi rolnforcoi tto 
•uftpldea U Cou lodto'i acttoi chair* 
mtn, I>r B. L. Wadtort*t oK«r lo pay 
coBponMdon to tto family of Dai for 
bli daath. Wai It to buy thair itlanco? 
Or aUa. why ibould to ihtok of payini 
tto companiailofi? 

> One dM oot know. But the BCCL 
hia certainly been callout. Firat, ttoy 
lougbt lo underplay ito traiedy of 
diiiuMtoa It ai either a case of luldde 
or an aoclaent. Indeed, tome of BCCL'a 
tenlor offidalt tod even been ectivaly 
peddltof this theory and many people 
m Dbanbad fimiy believe ttot tto 
report appearing fn tto local dally 
Awa» had been aponiored by ttoea 
official!. It wat in a front paga report 
on 1 May that Calcutta'* econoeikt 
dalW Buiineji Sraodard fim raised 
douott ebout the death. Ttot van 
evenini. BCCL'i chairman, B G. 
Mahtod^ addreaeed a group of eWt* 
Itig Joumtiiacj at Dhanbad, tot to did 
not Uttar a liagla word about the 
Inddtnt 


And. the plte* ytore Pea bed died KCl/i (Wtaco» towew. ii 
wta iuac about eOO Uleaemrt from, wet iMoocelvim ttot Dm ce 


wta juac about 200 Uleaemn from, wta iMoncefrabte that Dm 
where Kbtn Choudhury wea iaaulng Utod far what hi did .w f 
ttoae iutementa. lAUe eudldat tto BClX 


View 0/ a coUltTj: miee cf cem/ptiM 




Stranger itU) la the fact etof the 
union funiftar for ana'gy. A. B. Gheai 
ICton Ctoudhuiy, bad bean caa^ 
iBA in Calcutta for quite aometime end 
giudini tto Coatrcaad) election ceB> 
pelgn In Weet Benge] from hia air 
conditioned office at Coal India'i 
beadquartara <tha BCCL la • aubtidi* 
ary of Coal India) tod noe a word of 
aympathy for an auditor who bad baen 
lulled while auditing BCCL'a accounta. 
And. tlffloat avary day to tod been 
laiulng atatemanti claiming murder 
of Congroii<l) membara iS ramote 

S :i of Wait Bangs] or on how the 
(M) WM baraaaing hia partymaa. 





KCl/f dMBca.toweyar. li attlt 
waa iMoncalTtbta that Dm coqm tm 
UBed far wtoi hi did m fmito out 
idiUe auditing tto BCCL aceeujiia. 
Tint, area ilx. whare to waa worldag 
at tto time of hia death, tod been 
ipetidliig very little on coatragww 
compared to aome other vena. Inle^ 
the money involved waa ao meiM 
nobody would go to tha aaianf^ 
hmiiit Dm evao if ha had detaei^ iflV 
ifragularity. And tto paper# with tto 
BCu did fwt indicate ttot Dai tod 
detected lay Irregularity. 

Ito coUteguei of Daa, too, did not 
five much eoention to hia 
diaappaaraDce . Even after Dm uo 
been miaalng for over 12 boura, hia 
coUaaguei did not uke tto mettbr 
aerioualy. For initance. what jm 
vented them from booking a call to 
their Calcutta office from fto hotel 
firit thing on tto momiag of 29Aprll? 
Or, for that matter, one of th^ could 
have taken a train to Calcutta. Inatead, 
they waited for the area aU office to to 
open to make tto call. Even then, tlw 
lacked any aenae of urgency. The laiuT 
er ef Che iea& Ghualewala went about 
hli work M If ttotbina had happened. 
Wtot pravamed him from caJimg hia 
office from the' ^ace where to wu 
working? Could it be poaalble that 
they are boldine back aomathlng 
which prompted tnem to behave 10 
caiually? 

Though an iaveitigaii^n ti ailll 
under way to find out who or wtot 
killed Daa, one can lafely prMuma 
that la tnv combination the mafia 
beaaea of Dtonbed muii have bean 
inv^vad. Dae'a death wm far too biui* 
al to be dlemiiied ei e atray caae of 
murder. Om theory ii that Daa tod 
bien kUled notbaeauieof wtot he had 
diicover e d or bectuie he tod himad 
tny particular intimu but to lerva aa 
an eaawla of how ruthleai tha Dton* 
bad mafia can be. ■ 


T he Government of India took 
over (he coking coal mixiaa at 


X over (he coking coal mixma at 
Jharia in October 1971. However, 
due to the intaraperaing of coking 
and non*coking coal aeama, tome 
TK)n<oking colTieriei, too, were in* 
eluded in this takeover. The 
nacionellaed organlaation waa then 
called OrtanlMtion for Manafa* 
ment of Coking Coelminei (OMCC). 
Mr K.S.R. Chari wai appointed the 
cuatodian genaral and whan the 
new body wqa given company itacua 
in April 1972, Ur Chari became the 
chairman, of tto renaaiad Bharat 
Coltiag CmJ Limited (BCCL). Be* 
aide Mr Chari tto four member 
board included Mr R. N. Bhanna aa 
the managing director. Ur H.K. 
Moltra ea director, finance, end Ur 
N.K. Fraaad (1A3). M oirector. 
admlniicraiion and peraonneL 
For a abort while BCCL wea 
under the Uinlitry of SteeL when 
tto all powerful Ur Wadud Rhao 
waa botn aieel lecratary end SAIL 
ctolwnan> That waa between 1974 


The BCCL 


and 197S. Finally, Coal India Lt* 
nited (CIL) was formed and BCCL 


nited (CIL) was formed and BCCL 
became one of iti aubaidtary com> 
panies. . . . 

Tto gepgraphi^ boundary of 
BCCL iMida from the Barakar 
river on the Bltaar*Benfa) border on 
one aide, to tto Bokaro steel city on 
tto other. The two aidci are maned 
by tbe Grand Trunk Road and 
GMindapur just outside the town 
of Dhanbad. 

The coal bearing of BCCL ii ab* 
our 4fi0 square IdJoaeiers which ii 
tto imallast among tto coal com* 
panies. About 70 per cent of Its 
produce U coking ml. Tto coking 
property of tto coal U good enough 
tor use m steel milla from tto ninth 
seem and above. Coal aeams at 
greatar daptba are of lower ctoing 


tbe fast deplating stocks of coking 
coal in mind. Coal India ia aetting 
a ipee^ waahery at Barora to 
wMb ooeHfroffl the sixth, seventh 
and ai^th seams. The wasbery will 
start production witbia a few 
months and should tbe experiment 
prove successful. CIL will set up 
more such washeries and reserve 
the co^ from deeper seams for the 
steel industry. 

Tbe production of coal by BCCL 
during the last few yean is aa 
follows: 1974-75: 17.74 nitiion ton¬ 
nes; 197S-76: 20.09 m.t.; 197$*77; 
20.68 m.t.; 1977*78: 20.21 m.t.; 1978* 
79: 1.72 m.T.; 1979*80: 20.08 m.t.; 
19BO-81: 21.43 m.t.; and 1981*82: 
22.90 m.t. 


property and even contain lome 
pr^tortloo of non-coking coaL Wl^ 


Loti reserves in the BCCL erea 
are estimated to be 12.814.90 mil* 
Uon tonnes o( which 5,839.88 ton* 
naa la prime coking coal. The total 
coal reserve In the counrry Is eati* 
mated at 85,444 million tonnas. 


(Uijram OuptM 














hockey must 



be ma^ popular 


Cb«r JCi«n 


once again 


Writes ASLAM SHER KHAH ex-Jndion fullback, commenting on the [xoblems 
now feeing Indian hockey ond how they con be overcome 


I io ch* Mltceion of tlio Indian bockoy team. But a 
l$>mcmb«r iquad hai baan solacted for th« Cham* 
piont Tropjw schaduJad to b« hald ia Anutardam in 
June ihii war. Tho playori in the team ihouJd be fratefuJ 
Chat they nave been choaeo without beini aaked to produce 
any result! because today the couniiy does not nave 11 
am hocicey players. Such is the situation of Indian hecliey. 
with so little talent in the country t an anaxtd at the> 
attitude of the IHF rejactinf eapencnced players like 
SurJIi Sin|h, Sukvindar Sinfh Crewal and Mabaraj 
Keuihik by levying all kinds of charats against them. The 
former captain. Sxiriii Sinah. coach Jhanman Lai Sharaa 
and manafer HarnLk $in^ were sacked bcceuse the IHP 
had to bl£ne someone for India's defeat in the Bombay 
World Cup. These three were made the scepefoats after the 
quarrelsome meetin| of the IKP eaecutive committee. 

1 don't think Surlit Sinah should have been forced to 


I is difficult to understand why the Indian Hockey 
Federation (IHF) has been makina continuous chaniee 
in the selection of the Indian hockey team. But a 


ee ve see eeimeem aeee* 

quarrelsome meetina of the IKP eaecutive 
1 don't think Suriit Singh should have b 


1 don't think Suriit Singh should have been forced to 
leave the team at this Juncture. He aqd goalkeeper Ne^ 


itrer^ly are the only two players who were held responsi* 
Sle for India's defeat in the World Cup. Even more 


surprising is the feet that Surjic Singh has been replaced by 
Sxuinder siagta Sodhi as the captain. Most of us know that 
>een our weakest line in our forward line and he 


Sodhi has been our weakest link in our forward line and he 
has often been criticised for his performance. Perhaps 
Sodhi'i appointmant was inevitable: he has been a member 
of the Indian team since 1976 although he has not played 
often. 

Captain^ Is not the most importent thing in hockey. But 
the posts of the coach and manager are crucial. In fact, the 
parfomance of our team can be SO per cent better if a good 
coach is appointed et the camp stage. Balbir Sin^ was a 
good choice as a coach but whether he will be able to bring 
more out of the players at such a late stage is doubtful. He 
has only a mooto left. No one should expect much from the 
team b^ause the preMnt insiebiJiry and uncertainty et the 


team because tne preMnt insieDUiry ano uncertainty et ine 
top level will defuiicely affect the plavera at Amsterdam. 
This insecurity is ver/ oaroaging for a player's performance 


When Mr Kamaswamy took over as president of the IHF 
Indian hockey got a taste of big money for the first time. M 
Ramaswamy was willing to assiii the players and hocke: 
officials. The team began travailing by first class in train 
and by air. Earlier we had always triveUad by third die 
and stayed in dormiiories on a daily allowance of sevei 
rupees a day. But Mr Ramaswemy in his own way alsi 
encouraged indiscipline among the players. He liked to tall 
directly with ever^ne. Naturally, everyone—plaj^rs am 
oHidaf^vied wiih each other to get close to him. 

Mr Ramaswamy was succaedtd by Mr 1. M. Mahaian ii 
IMl. Mr Mahaian appears to be an ambitious man. He ha 
not bethel^ about improving the state of hockey. In fact 
today it is Mr Mahajan who has allowed hockey to sini 
down to ttreei'level flicks. Added to that is the fact tha 
the team ia losing everywhere: afur the 197S World Cup a 
Kuala Lumpur wa have not wop a single toumamen 
anywhere except in the Moscow Olympics, a depletec 
tourney. 

U we had ude our plans, with only a few modifications 
we would have almost the same team that won the Moscov 
Olympics. A uara that has wod a Dtjctf tournament alwayi 
has potential to spring back and win again. And, rodaj 
we would have a ttn strong team ready for the Aslar 
Games. I saw the Worm Cup matches in Bombay last wintei 
and 1 know that if there was one team the Paluitanis wan 
afraid of. it was us. We performed poorly at Bombay 
entirely beceuae ^ bad tactics by the coach and manager 
The pliyen played well. So well, tn fact that I don't tlunl 
we had any reason for losing to Holland after we were up bj 
two goals. 

The other reason for our defhet was beeausa our half-lim 
was BBlshandled. Thm were young players on the helfOlnt 
and they should have been told to attack* along with iht 
forward. Instead* they were told to pUy a defensive game 
This week helf^liae and week defense were the reesons fm 
our defeel at the hands of HoUaad and Australia. The bask 
weakness of the Indian players was that nobody advisor 


but the IHF surprisingly has neither bothered about the 
morale or about the team's feeliitf of unity since India wod 
the gold medal at the Moscow Aympica. Even after the 


the gold medal at the Moscow Olympics. Even after the 
p erformance at Moscow, the winning captain, Bhaiks raii. 
waa replaced because a certain group of officials led by tHF 
president Mr I. M. Mahajan, wanted to instil Sur jit Singh as 
the captain of the team. Ihe truth is that the past presideet 
of the IHF, Mr M. A. M. Ramaswamy had got rid of Surjit 
Singh because hs wanted Bhes kira n to lead team. 
When Mr Ramaswamy left the IHF. Bhaskaraa too was 
forcad to bow out. 

I have observed Indian hotkey from dose qunners under 
three different captains and can now understand how the 
deeUM In tha standard of tha Indian hockey is a dlraet 
result of the dedslens of the IHFmeaident. Ten yeers agoi. 

a enanwle, when Mr Ashwini Kumar was at the helm or 
Mrs, there wes « sense of disdpttae among ^ players. 


them about adjusting themeahrai to the tempo of the game 
It is not only important to know when to change e ^yei 
but it is equally important to know the capa^ties of t 


but it is equally important to know the cepabilJties of t 
substitute. 

I ndi an ho^ey has become too defensive in its strategy. 
For the last ten years, players have been advised to look tor 


For tne last ten years, players nave neeaauviieato looKt 
goals only through penalty coraart. A superb player lik 
Mokanunad SbaJiid has nuned his goaJ'Seering abiU 


because he has got into tha habit of going into the t>*ares 
and then backoasaiiuE tha ball or trying to nit it on the leii 


and t}ien backpassiBg the ball or trying to nit it on tho legi 
of>tho rival payors so that he can get a penalty stroke 
Shahid could hava boon tho hlgtiosT teenr at Bepnay If bi 
had actually gone all out for goals rather than for ponalcy 
corpora. A^ tho Faldsianis showed they were masters; 
thn adopted • techniuM to counter Shahid's moves. They 
let him come into the *Z>' berauee they knew be would 
score. And whan be cried pauiag the bail beck 


always tbey mstchad ^ from him, 

uiml fotbir oatv fifsiwni As 













s t xV t Jifij f mu rr Turn 



w4 brtaflAg in of MKlcutM it 
of tbt BAlor rouona wlw Pokimn 


Woritf Cup fliarcA btrwtM IndV* ud NotlmUnds 


opponuniclot lo tcoro Th»( Incitfontolly U the onl; 
way to ^core. Scoring goaJi from penalty stroke* is a natter 
of pure chance. Mervyn Fernandes c^d also be a lood 
scorer, If he had more courage. Inside the 'D* one nee^ to 
be more iMteisive. I think Fernandes could have been 
coached into a more aggressive player because he is very 
good with his stick. 

We decided to give up our own stylo of eitaclt and instead 
imitated the Europeens by trying to score through penalty 
corners. We must understeno thee the Europeans evolved 
the penalty comer as a last resort of winning games: in (he 
pest, they have not had very good forwards. Today, 
nowevar, the story is diffareni. nuropean teams have some 
of the best forwards and they do not bank on penalty 
comers alone. Our coaches have also made the mistake m 
not building up penalty comer speciaJises who will score 
consistently, look at (ha way in which Paul LiHena of 
Holland practised for the World Cup at Bombay. Wpm the 
Dutch team come to India last year, Litjeiu stayed at borne 
to perfect his skills as a penalty comer tpocialiar. 

In my opinion, our forwmrd line is good, the omiaeioo of 
Kaushik from the new team will definitely make t differ¬ 
ence. Keuihik quit the teem probably because of .politics: 
he fait he wts not wanted any more becauM hie replace' 
Dent, Charenjit Kumar, has the added advaaieae of naving 
hka fathM. nr Kumar ^ the Punjab Poue 


Airilaee and CuMogM along with prime organlMtiom Uka 
6a Titaa, tba Mehipdrai and the Ifohun BagiB Club eflor 
haBdeome amouna to loed plimt ihme are hardly any 
proalsiaf Playme to be round, what la the uee of havfagio 
meay effldala ud promoteri if they cannot discover m4 
groom saw nlaat> 

la ihia cootaxi Pakletan has a dafifiite edge over ua. TiMy 
are conataady aaercliing for talented young pleyen. At tho 
Juaier leval, Paktetui nockty Is pmhape, the beat eru* 
aleed in the werid. At the eoae time they also keep a ttnet 
wttcb ott (ha aanior plarers. As eoon es tha staodara of any 
senior pieyere Marts faulag. they replace him With e young 
man who Is elraady groomed for the Job. took at the way 
6ey could bring In CtUm'UUah tbo Doaent taoy felt thgt 
fileuddin was not playing up to tht mark. This propandM 

f suoicitutos at the right moment wu om 

COM win 6e Ihit Wo^ 
Cup even though thoy dfd Ml bive a vary good taam, li wu 
definitely not m kind cf Pakistaniieem we played agelnst 
len years ego 

World ho»ey Mems to be undergoing a change. We sew 
Holland coUapaing at Bombay. Austruli, tAOMer strong 
teem, mev flM itself with everw payers once Charles* 
worth end some other players redre. tHu Is the time for us 
to sun from scratch and rebuild our teem egtin. It Is very 
important, therefore, that there should be a lot ofpUnnlng: 
games end individual twles should be analysed. Ine tactics 
of the old masters should be evaluated. Players will 
d^iniiely lean from the eiperiance of others. 

Our players today are completah^ outplayed. They do not 
know how 10 Inaovata. When it comas to filling a gap in the 
nsoviag forwvd Une or when it comas to changing we pace 
of the game Indians seem out of their wits. I have a 
fimhane knowiadge of today's players and it amazes me to 
find (her many of thorn do not even have a basic knowledge 
of Che. game. And it pains me to think that they will 8e 
playing for Indie in e few years. Our cbaching camps are 
onlj^terefted in a player's physical lltnass but do not 


I pie 

about perfectinf itickwoHt and strategy. 


Ice, in the 


Pu^ab 

selection committee. I am not agaldst the seiectien of 
CheranJtt Kumar but Ua father should have reelgned 
before his son's selecripn. Only then would the seleetlon 
appear to be fair. For the lest five years, Charanjit Kumar 
has been in the Indian siateea though be did not get a 
chance to play ■ lot. He is also known to be iAjufy>proM. 
Moreover, ne au little match experience baeuse be la often 
injured or sick. Kaushik. in my opinion, should kevo boon 
raeained whoa Zaffar, Bkahid. Ftranndos and Bodhi havs 
bosn includad In tho toam. Hs nM baon plnyloi in tho team 
for many yaars and has a perfect uedorstnadlng of his 
collaegues^ tactics. 

Anoiher piiyer whose omimloo Is cruel and bad for tbo 
toem Is that o9 fullback lUvindar Pal. He was she, 
well end though he is nowhere near AJit Pel SIngb'i 
he is lOll a nod player. Among the halfbacks. Cs 
Bingh bes^ rUs rigbcful fdnee lo the team after watcUng 


The two-in-ones 





froDthe 


for ee maot 


lyyeers. He bad boon hopt oat 
in favour of Ookar Singh, no weak balfUoo oac poor 
getikeopini are serious problems in the Indian aida. After 
coelkeapvghaakarLaawearadradiB I9€&g7 wo have aot 
Rad a good gotikaapar. 

Wa must mako hockey pMulir in Indli ooco egain. 
Young peopla have s t opped playiag the gnaw becn as e of 
tho demoraUMflan cauaad W succawivo dofeais. lha IHP 
and tha asaacigdops shoala net Just bo c o e ca raod with 
sabai or broaking tho Indian loam or sanding players 
tbreao. Instead, tkm should be eenceantloa on islUning 
prsmWng playite from tha eldb end Junior levels. Today 
srahm so Many dubs but very few have boon eble'eogive 
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soft arvtt 
DrHtisi for 

mswipng 

gums 



Forhan's 
double action 
toothbrush 
massages 
your gums 
while It cleans 
your teeth 
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%:'s time 


~)ts time vott said 

^podSye 

to synthetic flavours, 
sweeteners, 

vitamin tablets,tonics 
and pick-me-ups 



rfw>wc 


NMurc't 
MurCf or 
vKamin^ protelm, 
ertdmirxrM 
AHtoftlhcr, Ini 
tingle, Mty 
ttmpMoA 

It'll artat dui 


Ihe 900 am. Mttic of 
HPMC 7 «n 1 Apple JuKe CoAcenuete. 
HfMhesT boWei, ore? 
ofpureippleiulce. 

At about Re \ per slw, It's a tasty barsaln. 
R b So easy to mahe 


iust add chitted weter, artd Vi ready. 
You dont MT need to add lusar. 
Vi to easy to store loo. iutt re<ip your 
botSe of concentrate and store 
ordmerty. R doe not need refrt 9 oatton. 







SUNDAY SPECIAL = 


Rebel, lawyer, politician 
and optimist passes away 



Mrs Rsjni Faitl (in dark rece/vei Rajr\i PataVs body Rajei Patel's funtraJ proctsuoo oo the srroHf 

*1 am particularly interested in this Chandra Sbokhar (hiO and Chandrajit 
ybung man and i consider him a very Yadav carrying the biar 
inteliigenr and competent person, 0 
Jawaharlal Nehru told Mahatma Can> B 
dhi in 1940 about Rajhi Patel, who ■ 
died on 3 Mav 1982 at /a$lok hospital. H 
Bombay. And a competent person he B 
was. Born on 9 January 1915, in Sam fl 
of Gujarat, he ran away from borne at jfl 
the age of 14 to join the Civil Disobedi* " 
ence Movement. In the course of his 
participation in the Indian freedom 
struggle, he was jailed twice and 
earned the distinction of being the 
youngest freedom fighter to be 
arrested. Undaunted, he joined 
the salt movement under the 
leadership of Sarojini Naidu ac Dbar* 
asana, Gujarat. At the age of 25, while 
returning from the united States, 
where he had been invited for a lec¬ 
ture by the American Youth Congress, 
he was arrested in Hong Kong, de¬ 
ported CO India and detained at I^laJi 
camp for rvro years. 

But even ai his studies took him cp B 
UK—he did his M.A. from Cambridge 0 
and took his degree in law from Mid* B 
die Temple, London—he did not lose P 
touch with the freedom scniggie beck ^ 
borne. While in Cambridge, he became p ^ 
the preside DC of the Indiao Mejiis end I, I 
was osM of the founder members of the I ^ 

Indian Btudenta* Fedtrmtioa in Bng- Li 
lai^ Durtflg the 1936 CivU War be P 
MM tt Min ia • toember of cbe rX 


adminiitration. 

Witb^cbe pocsing of Ralai PatoL the 
country loot a "huBan aynaaso* and 
above all a great optimut; one who 
was always looking forward to cbangei 
for the benv in the country: *I am 
atiU bopiag against hopo; 1 aaver give 
up hope. 1 am a great optimlat” ea ba 

once h>lH 8Trwn4V In an It w a* w l aw 











All Indian spy in Paris 


N OOR Intyat Kh«n ii nraisht 
out oi popular iiction. ahe 
workod with th* French re* 
ilitince and i« still renem* 
bared in France today, 
rhrtijfih few in India know of her. $lie 
acted in close collaboration with such 
legendary acbolari as Sartre and 
Aaron and other French resistance 
fighters at a secret egent in occupied 
France during world war II At one 
time she was the only radio link be* 

Noor: wanted fo be a musician nor a spy 


By Athoka Qupta 

tween France and General de Gaulle 
and the British Secret Service's Spe¬ 
cial Orgamsation Evrcucive tSOE), 
For her gallantry and valour %he was 

S »thumously awarded the George 
rest by Ibe British government and a 
citation currying the award ol the 
Croix de Guerre with the Gold Star by 
General de Gaulle. 

The Gestapo had the full detcrlpiion 
of this beautiful and mysteiiout young 
mrl but only knew her codename 
Madeleine.' They made great efforts 
to arrest hei* and break she last re* 
mainina resistance link with London. 
When tinally she was betrayed. ih*< 
Gestapo asked her to cooperate. But 
she refused to talk and tried to escape 
twice. Nor would she sign a declara* 
tton chat she would make no further 
attempts to escape. Finally they took 
her to the notorious Dachau camp 
where she was taken to the cremator¬ 
ium and shot. 



Moor Inayat Khan was bom in Mos* 
cow on 2 January 1914 while her 

E iarents were there on a visit. Her 
icber, Mohammed laayit Khan, came 
from Hyderabad and was a direct 
deKendant of Tipu Sultan. A well 
known Philoaopher and a great scholar 
of Sufism, he was personally ac* 
ouaintod with Rabindranath Tagore, 
whila living in Enaland ha had coma 
undar tha spoil of Mahatma Gandhi 
when ha had gone to attend tha Round 
Tabla conference. Inayat Khan's 
strong Ml liical views* his support for 
the Inolan Congreas' policies and his 
marriage to an Ammcan of great 
chirm and beauty aroused rasentmant 
and aninoslty among his Bnallsh 
naighbourt. So the Xnaos tnoveo to 
Pans whart the acholar astabiiabed an 
bliclcucioo for dlacovraai on Sufism 
with tha help of e rich Dutch woman* 
HLs daughter, Noor. and the other 
children were ail educaiad In Prance. 

Kothing in Noor Ineyat Khan's early 
Ufe Indicated her future career In 
espionagt. She vraoted to becomo a 
poet, a writer, a muiiciao or a jouroel* 
lit. wheo sbe was a child, sha wrota 
poems aod stories dnd oubilahed them 
in the mess drculatieg rreneb dally Le 
Figaro,* sdme of thesa stories were 
puoUshed later in book form by Kar* 
raps. During the war they were mad- 
cast by the BBC. Alter auaUfyIni for 
the Baccaliuriai. she ifuoled muuc tt 
the Sorbofioe and wee about to join ■ 
coflcart party when her father died, 
leaving the family la dire finandil 
r>irr^h ledv. • ereat lanile 


friend, came to their rescue, but Just 
then the (Germans marched into Paris 
and (he Khans migrated to London. 

If was wanime and life in London 
was not vasy. Nour’s brother. Vilayat, 
lomed the Royal Navy and Noor en* 
listed in the Women’s Auxiliary Air 
Force (WAAF) to help the family. Lika 
her* father. Noor was a great advocate 
of the Indian Congress and India's 
independence movement. When (ha 
British government sent Sir Stafford 
Cripps (» negotiate with the Indian 
leaders fur a settlemeiu, Noor watched 
Indian political developments with 
great interest. She felt that Indians 
should be allowed to run their own 
country At one stage she even wanted 
to return to India to Join the Indian 
freedom movement. Because of her 
pro'Congress views, her friends 
thought that her chances of getting a 
commission in the WAAF were small 
N6r did she make any secret of her 
views at her interview. However, (he 
board was impressed by her firmness 
and integrity and offered her a com* 
mission. 


At this time (around D'Day) (he 
British government were setting up 
the SOE to organise sabotage, stock up 
arms and sot up the French resistance 
movement in enenw-occupied territor* 
its. One section of the SOB. working 
under L( Col. Buckmaiter* called Re* 
publiijue Francaise(RF).wa< directing 
an underground organisation in 
France. SOE wis then working In close 
coUeboratien with General oa Gaulle 
and other leaden of the French resiat* 
anee. For this work the SOB was 
looking for suitable men and woman of 
bllioguaJ ability, who could be trained 
and airdropped behind enemy lines. 
And Noor Inayar Khan was an ideal 
cboici for this impongne though high* 
\jf dangerous work. She spoke fluent 
French, looked French ana knew Ftrls 

a heart. So WAAF sent her to SOB 
ere Lt Col. Suckmaster found her 
carefuL tidy, pginsttking and above 
all patiam. She vtgi alao an eaptn 
wirmaas operator wth a speed ol 24 
words per mbuta. Thla was an asset 
for the SOE as the organiaation wu 
looking for a wiieleaa operator to balp 
the overworked operator in Prance. 


At the tine of her recruitment, Noor 
was bluntly told of tha rarma and 
conditions of the service. She would 
recelvi her ordinary service pay with* 
out any Increment or bonus of a&p 
kind and hv eatery would be ^ mr 
teUiidoBlUl she ceme 



















woftU Im ih« 
lnMwl«d|e d (h* t tw io ik« m- 
d^rtd. Id ibort» i( wis ibi 4« dew that 
the mifhl oot return from thij daagar- 
out and pehlwt Biasion. Sba ««a 
given the coderwne d 'Mtdalaine* 
and her radio war called 'Poit 
Madaleine'. In aarl; June 1943. after a 
period of training, she was airdropped 
along with two other women end a 
mao. 


She was receiTod in France by a 

S ty led by the famous double Moot 
bojt, better known as Fit. U Henri 
Euiene Alfred Dericourt of the Royal 
Air Force. Gilbert introduced Noor to 
the network led by 'Froeperi <U Col. 
Prencli SurtiJo. later estecuted in Ger• 


many), the wirelees open tor ^ArchaA* 
bauli* (Hajor Gilbert Norman, shot at 


Mauthauaea tarerminatioo camp) and 
'Denia,* a young French j^](aiecuiad 
by a lethal injection at Nattdiar coo- 
centration camp). Noor InMt lChan» 
known to the group aa Nora Bakar. was 
also introduced to the team of the 
agent, Professor Alfred Sarga 


'Wadr/cint. ’ shot 6r (he Gesapo 



Batn eh owAy of the laatitvte Peaoor. 
Noee of dm membtrs of the group 
knew that Noor was of ladinn ori^n, 
but they were very apprehanake for 
her because sba was aatremaly beeud* 
fuL they warned bar to ba careful (rf 
Geetapo aganca. 

Imamdi ataly on mrival in France 
Noer contacted the SOB in London. 
This contact work cootinuod for some 
time. Tben, two or three weeks eftar 
.her ernvtl in Ftence, the 'Gosper* 
network was blown end all cha leading 
memhere ware erreeted and tfeiM. 
Sensing danger. Fr^. Balachoweky 
fled end asked Near to do the tame. 
TheSOE aaked Noor to auspend trana-* 
Biaafon fecaometiBe till toe network 
was reorganised. She was a^ed to go 
to Faria and make iltareacTTa amafe> 
aMnta for iraiuaaiteioQ there. Later 
whan Profamor Balachowtky and his 
wife were else ar reeted Londw Mneed 
danger end asked Noer to return. A 
plane was sent to pick her up but she 
refused to go. Ovsnlght, Noor Ineyat 
Khan became the moat important 
radio link beewee n the French resist* 
aace end General de Gaulle's heed* 


S^fS 

■0 tt (ft 



teatstanft warkari. In tmt ef 
ngee of 'London caOliB Nordi 
Noor was asked bf SOB to go 
Cafe CoUm on the Chimps ~ 
and make herealf known to thn 
room aoendant in dw bntaaaiUi 
attandaai would put bar la nwcM wtt 
two Canadinn agents of ihe 'Fianfl 
Section.' She acted accordingly aw 
wni introduced u two people raflm 
'Benrand' and 'Valendn' who wdi 
actually German agents in disgufte 
Tlvey^hMever«told noor that they lull 
coma from London to oatiMIsh n Ml 
work Id.nonft France but had 
the conact Monsieur DespreL when 
London wished them to worv ivkh 
Noor helpfully introduced tbem toi 3 

. 6^ A 


and Y. 


and Y ware ervasked. 



The.Goatapo was new 


quarten. 

Noor aow took a bold but disastrous 
sup. She visited her oM rosJdeoce at 
Surcaaes which was Infoited with Goo 
tape tpiea. Ae risk was enormous as 
she was weSinown in the locality. Her 
old family friends were appallod to sea 
her, too begged her to leeve im- 
medietely She wes told that the place 
wes unsuiuble for a wireless post but 
Am was not diecouraged She went to 
nearby Neuil^ and. with dw help of a 

Prenat. set up a 
*e uaed to tiaasmit 
at ditfereni hours, some* 
tunas In the aftenMno. and sometimes 
between 2 and 3 am. 

Uoanwbile, London had wat i 
ffoup of aspeits to ascertain the «a- 
tent of the damage caused by the 
arrest of the Trover' group, of 
the meaben of the group was arrested 
but the duel. Mr Bodingion, tsuped 
u London. Again Noor was asked u 
return to London but again she re¬ 
fined. Just before the Tnsper* net¬ 
work was Mown. Noor got to know 
tiBee other top secret igents who are 
IfD today known as a and Y a^ 
Vauderire At tha cod of August 1943, 
tben was a big secret BoetsAg of the 
Preoch resistance movement whkh 
wes attended by Sertre. Aaron and 
ocher Freoch writars, istmlectuals and 
cupportats of Gcac^ da GauUe to 
kiect a temporary President of the 
rmtutMDct movem e nt. Noor was asked 
to attend tha meeriag and report its 
oracnodii^s. At this tBaetingltocsieur 
Bideult wes elected eetiag Resident. 

Someiime towards the end of 
dmtemher, $OE was hoodwinked by 
Aominl Canary cf Abwehr. The Ger¬ 
mans bed arra st od a few British ■ori' 
ftes operators end with their haip they 
started the famous spy game callad 
'London CalUoe North 1^'. Using tho 
Britlah key and cipbar they tent (aim 
mnesigas to SOB and artaatod larga 
nnabM of AlUod snim and Franeh 


•round Noor. 6ho also soused 
and her friends told bor to return P 
laodon or retire to Normandy. Bhi 
WM uknd to stop all transmuNoni 
sba avan bought e ticket for Norman 
dy but irhanyd kor mind at cha sta 
non. At this ua the Gongau Sacftrlcs 
Scrvica was itatlooed In tha Avnaw 
Poch. Its CUM KlMftr had baab M 
official of tho polka beforo tha rim o 
Hitler aod was a Barlsrubo man. Bt 
was for a long dma a co uo tar eepkn 
•ga man. Ha had an agant caUat 
Ernest who vory powerful It 

later yean. Along with Enact than 
wtt anocher Freachman, Plane Car 
taud, bettar known aa Peter, who had i 
flair for impereonaileoi and imvsua 
missions. 


One day Kiaffar Infonund Braae 
that ha had received a telapbona cal 
from an unknown FreochwemaB tall 
log him she bad an invortani prepod 
don to make. She gave her name • 
Renee, wore e flower and was dreeanc 
in a certain manner. Whan the readna 
vous tc^ place, Renee.offerad CO haw 
over 'Madeleine' provldod iha m 

K 'd 100.000 francs. Bmest told Kkf 
of this discussion and it «ai 
arranged that Reppe w^ show Am 
the ipertmeat of 'Ma&aine* (Noei 
Inayat Khan). Whb Ronoe't Wa Pe 
tar entared ine apartmaat inJIw da'll 
Faisenderie and a few minintf Utm 
Noer Inavat Khgn entered wltbom 


Inayat Kk^ antared 
eu^ecdni that Gestapo agostn win 


already tbera. AseoonasNeormwtU 
agant she cried to OKapo. but wm 
captured. 


Noor Inayet Khan was arrasted am 
taken to the Avenue Poch haadguar 
tert of the Gennan Security Sarvki 
After a cou^e of days Noor cried tt 
escape by climbing out of the window 
was caught and warned. Whan Mm 
tried 10 escape foe the second time Um 
G erman $ecurlty Servica sent her tt 
Germany. In the summer of 1944 she 
wes taken, with four other English 
womoD, from Karliruha prison is 
Dachau. In Dachau, sometiM in July 
1944. sho was shot. Thus ondod tha life 
of a Waotiful young woman who war 
Indian at heart but bad nevar ipan 
India, and had given her all for tho 

hast Miw* la hw Hma B 



“People should say that therS 


and a number of very good arl 


nobody else has done nor i 


own trumpet, 


Of late, Rekha has refused to give interviews to the ] 
very candidly about her public and privj 

in the capital, the best 


eyts were datKing tif ri>« rjin«, 
/ found It impofsihJa to photograph 
hor,'* said our young pbotograpbtr 
JaMdish Yadof whan SuHPAvatr 
XfJtlif on cAo tvotung of 2T April l$S2, 
for tha rary Am iatorriow m acvosa 
aaro aftar rocoifiog from frwaldoot 
NoaJam SonJIvo Raddy tho aationaJ 
film award hr lAo boat acvoaa of tbo 
you hr bu pofhrmaB<a la Mutoifu 
Ah*i Umrio Jun. 

*0m roaaon I dootdod to moot you,* 
Rokho aaJd at cAo ood of rAo latorylow, 
*wu to mako It clou that noariy 
ovofything that appoon in tho film 
goanp m£goalaoa h unnvo. You must 
moothD that Apart from tho font, who 
bahova what ]i writtan, tharo ara 
many poopfa in tho loduatry who gat 
affactod by what ii aoid by tho maga- 
tinoo SpoiioUy tho girlt. I doh*t know 
^ir cAi^f MA pvr i/tt Ai Mb«r 
JmcAi aad Stint itf" 

■' Midoliy. Rahha rofuaod to lot ua 
fagmtho hianiow.Shoaoid. *tdQot 
wont my nko to bo tapod. Pocpio 
fmondmmd It. I Ajvi hod poepk 
pky my roko bock to mo ovu tho 
taU ph oho. ” Har worry wa$ aymptoma- 
tk of tho unMiua proolomt a n^torttar 
Rka bar has to taco. But uitimatoly, 
aba did allow ua to tape tho 40 mihuto 
eoovaraahon: and sho waa alwaya can¬ 
did. For inatanco, sho was omphatie 
that aha did not deaorvo tho national 
bmrd hr bar porfonnonco in a year in 
4rbkh Jawtifu Koadat bad doot 5ucA 
a auport in 36 Chowrio^t Laiw. 
Tbo ono occasion when sho saabbad us 
waa whon wo asiod about her rola- 
donahJp with AmitaM Sacbhan: “Ifo. 
ft^t ho pononal. I know otarybody 
would hro to read what I have to say. 
But noJ* 


aindoor jAo «ror» in tb« pnrtinf of bar 
ho/r, whan sho como to Vigyon Bbo- 
ir«fL A^««r Doihi, to roceiro (ho notion^ 
aJ/ilm nirarrf. J/arrop^wat that itiaa 
cvf tom among tho r«lu|U'SpMkinf 
poopio for unmorriad (rapoot unmar- 
riod) girti to wou lindo^. Wo bavo 
not boon ablo to ooAAni JlnkAnV 
irnMMnr. ForAnpo Suaav /Mdftn in 
Andhrt Prodaah will bolp ua do tAit. 


0 ; What hd you to nceopt a 
film iiim Ubtm Jma hms. 
by your atandards, it aaomod 
such a ooa-commoroial pro- 
joetf 

A: 1m Jail (Ail nobody tUo 
^proochod mn (for ouch i roW) 
fora. Vmtao Jann, pou know. li |uit 
nooihor fUa lor bo. You know 1 uvi 
othor IUbo. Tkoy look tatoroodof 
wbos (boy (dko fwuntkon) umto 
tho itorr not 1 don't knew wbtt bop* 
poM wtallo BOkini Ao fUa. ft dooBn 
raoU^ tun out to bo fnntoMic. Sobo* 
cbio| or tbo otbor pooi.wraai. Eltbor 
tbtro it « ptobloB about dtUi (tros 
dto lila Bonf or ihoro it i ItaModil 
probloB. Yoo know, it'i not oooofh 
tbnt tbo tubjoct U cood, and \tt not 
onoucb ibnt my row in food, or tbo 
unip ifl |ood, or tbo dirMor it nod. 
Thore oro • lot of other rhinp: ttAod 
cAAorr botteia Alio (tboto tro mil 
thin^i) but 1 feel they ore rory, rory 
inportant. Like dte rliworic coodh 
tiou. And TOUT state of miad. What 
you are gains ibrouflL If pou are teaoe 
at borne, aur raAu gAar aaiD AoAor 
lafda ehalrahahai(and there k tqoab* 
bli^ at borne), of course. youVa got to 
be good enowsh an artiite to forgat an 
(bat and portray your bon on offaco; 
and Btoit of the tine it is bke diat. But 


0oa<eBsordai pro- 


Tho ooo oetross that Rekho n^miras 
today is Lily Tomlin. She said, in tho 
fiAn Nine To Five 'Lily Tcuniio's (ioi* 
;ni, is incrodibk Sho^s such an 
ookiug woman but sho is ao gooosr 
»mocy. I chink it is (ho moat difficult 
h/ng to do. Uoin soeh bhi oabin sakei 
tna fast timing ho sakta hoi kiiika bhi 
/ can’t unagim (Aar semobody’s dm> 
ng eov/d bo ao guick). I Boan, Aor 
VPsoacionj nwro roo mucAl I Ml in 
otw wf(A Aor.* 

-r*^ e«l^ 0*0l»* elwnip p|m 


(4>oe« in a while) sm do get opotl (and 
it shows) eron if you don't want to 


it shows) eron if ra don't want to 
show it on your me. kfy face ro» 
fleca—if lam vpaat at bom or if lam 
upset about any lltilo thing. U shews 
on my face. Suoposiag Vm going 
throu^ a beautnul pbm and! ob 
going through a booutifnl oipBiancOi 
It abowi in my portenusco. 

Q: Yfbat upaota you mm in a fOmf 

A; The vtry bboU tbhm^ CkM 
•-hhAH haatwM. Bart bart baaiaia ml$ 
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tes, but what Rekha could do, 
do. Now I’m blowing my 
know, but...” 


. She made an exception for Sunday . She spoke 
lives to ANIL SAARI just after receiving, 
ress award for 1981. 


bhool Juti hpoa. (The suU thlngii I 
forget cbe Mg tIuDga). WIc, I am a 

S acTiigKtforwtrd pcr$oo. I deal 
huAM beuga Id a very, very 
mtfbi way. the naU thineil 
Yog^ think it*a vary fuaoy. Uka. I 
wiih i parm. If that pareoa doaao*t 
wUb hack, or reopMa in a proper 
maaftar Mid lahee kofroonif Ju aa; 
kuMokyon aakia heia^cni m ev er y- 
body viv panaa iaa'i ttiktoi to 
oa to4ay).M7Mf havefdooeMuaad to 
be Uka vm. But 1 a» not Uka that toy 


0; $c yov have chaagarf^ 

A: 1 have chanaad a tori Sv 


A: 1 have changad a tori SurprUiag* 
iy, IN* i lot, 

0: Id whar irayr? 

A: Ibavetoamtftoctofetthatupeet. 
1 aai baaksUy coapo a ed sow. Now. kf I 
aay hallo to a pareon add if ha doea net 
raapood (sy reaottoo to) 000 kuch 
Brahtaa. Jrvtt otooDdaritaBdiaf hoft 
Well, If heH got aae problem, tbac*! 
hto headache. Hew can I go and clear 


Rtod. I DO bager dumc 
that asibo^ to that iaponaat. I 
dhetD, «my ahoold ooe allow another 
peraon to worry aae. And let that 
valgb oa your aiad and tot that affect 
your perroraaDce. I doa^t ihisk ii'i 


work would 


worth iL 

Q: Ber is the put your work would 
he^ beca atf ecierf oy ir? 

A^ Yaa. 1 ued o get to uptet aod 1 
uead to coaw aad (Im to the airroc, 
ike fW0aa^ grehwTiUCoch 

ahakal men Mgar jaeo th) (The ai* 
prarrioe oa ay face would be c o m e 
dtotortadL Vd know. A la of pe^to 
will ny tney euADOt make out (if 1 aa 
met). Bat the people ctote to me. 
mey can aee chat a a panicular eceDe 
I wda upaat, that ewinkto a the eye 
WM It*t true. Ii wotild happen. 

0: to tnot other wgyi hare you 
changed? 

AlwaU. to a lor «f wayi. Lota of 
thtogi here hegpenod. Lota of pareen* 
•I tfetogh loca a profeedooal thtoga. 
Bw t cut nil you erorythtogl 

Q: A Utik bit, oaih^? 

A: What mnoor do srou wut to 
kBQW? 

^ Waft if one loa^ at yew fflma. 


do srou wut to 



A: My patformancec have changad 
you mean? 

Q: Jnasmucb a# you hare rereads 
been pJgying a lor of oora aartoui 
rolea, io contmt n your oarly Him 
A But I as not really ptouiag to dc 
uythhg aerieut. Itt Juae that 1 havi 

S own ai a paraon. Whan I casa tote 
lalnduicrylwaaiuit 13. Ikoowalei 
of joumaltoti ara gotoi to tough: Im 
ha ha, that makoa nar V.' But thia li 


lan; 


Yail 1 W4a¥m to f3S4.1 case H 
thli toduacry whan 1 wai eery, van 
young ... Then Juat Isagloal A girl a 
13 bacomtog a fuilfladged toa^ 
tody. Sba cosea to chto todunry Irea 
tha 9th atandard. Saadht achool m 
mkal&tr, Jri cbalo kaas kera (atratohi 
hos achML go out and work). I dtdn’l 
know what wut hippeatog. I dldn*i 
know tha languige, I didn’t know 1 
word 

Q: Wit your roiot dubbed to youi 
first Him, Sawao Bhudon? 

A: No, it waa not. 1 bava jot a etry 
good senory. (Loughi.) So rd pick up 
thiiigs vary Jaat. I uaeo to juat repeal 
whauver tha director Hid. Nooody 
dulled my voica. 

Q: But you aaesed very much 0 
eaaa in Sawan Bhaadon? 

A: Yah I Bilkul patuki hal/ ftraaJd) 
(A reel crackerl). 1 never understood 
that word. 

Q: to your early filma there wta 1 
certaifl toabc^^w atreak to you. 

A: Well. I am lomboyiah really^ One 
canooi change one’s basic necure. But 1 
have grown up end 1 don’t thtok it ia a 
minus point to be tomboyi^ fCudU 
achki bear hai. (Ihera’s something 
good about it). But I’m not a child 
anyiDore. 

0: Whar are your toteraaer nowl 
Wood you are aot working ... 

A: 1 love doing thiogs. toare are a 
lot of thiogs I lika to do, Pm lotareRad 
to doing. T am food of patottog, I la 
food of sketching, Pm fond of miukj 
Pm food of gardening* rm fond d 
atogipf. Pm fond of interior decora- 
tton, fm fond of drew daiigntog and 
Pm f^ of whetog poetry. 

O: Ym write to... 

1: to Sng^. 1 don’t know Hindi 



vn «i«U. 

Q; Woukt Mil Ue SuMMV pubtttli 
^oar foami aJoag with inmniew^ 

A: NO. Tho^ro wtfj panoB«|. Vm 
Ml vmj food 01 it. I meoo 1 tm... 

(d^> 2j. 

Q: Sh /pu ptefl to bring out • 6oo& 
temotimm? 

A: No. I*B D0( clut |ood. 1 $m not 
undorottiiutlBf ayMlf b«t mf pootij 
li itLU guiio chUduA. 

Q: Wboo rat/ talk aboot musiet do 
you owoD daoucoi muaic? 

A: Anv «ort of inuiic. It doModi on 
mj mood. 1 Ulit claMictl muM. I liko, 
MBtiiaci. diKO miuic. Wboiover. 
Difforeat typot. 

Q: Do you hart time for all thma 
interettaf 

A: Yo«l 1 don't <hooi on Suodayo. 1 
do i lot of work on Sundoya. That's my 
buaiasi dayt Bur I find wRicavor 1 do 
OR Sunday vary, vary ralajdad. It vas 
ma all iba scratch to ao chroush eba 
wbola waak. le is not tna usual story* 
aJttiaps. On Sundays a lot of paopla 
moat chair produoars, hava ^tri^' 
(praviawt), you know, contvaciad with 
toair films. But I am all alona or 
Sundays. 

0: T6m is a story /oind around io 
Bombay char you oM*t {at aayooe 
coma foto your new bousa. 

A: Yes. It's true. 

6 : Why? 

A; Because I only let my Iriands 
cooM Inco my house and my friends 
are vary, vaty few. That's aaouRh for 
mo. 1 don'c let other paopla coma. Tvc 
fot aaoihar flat which is my office, and 
my producers and people who wane to 
contact me profesaiooally, meet ma 
chert. 

Q: Do you still have friends from 
your ehUdbood? 

A: No. Noi.a sinfia one. But I was 
vary much in demand whan 1 was 
youni. 1 used to be e bii down in 
sebom. They used to reaUy love my 
company 1>Kause 1 used to entertain 
tbam. But 1 was never close to any* 
body. I don't know whyl I was never 
friendly. I mean 1 was everybody's best 
friend but I never had a Mst friend. 

Q: And now? You have best Meeds 
Dovri 

A: Yes, 1 have one best fnend. 

0; Who^s that? 

A: ^Leughi.lNo, I wouldn't like CO... 
(Lacey, el the end of the i n terview, ibe 
nyi in re s po na e to the mmc q u eatten: 
"Obi Everybody knowsl* 



Tm not a child any 
more 


woric wltb fate, itoer wa keem mch 


: To come back to films- Did differ- 
%/ences reeliy crop up between you 
aRB Siimm^er Musaifar Ali? 

A; Yes, it is rrue, yes. Because when 
1 heard the story I was very, very 
fasciDated, because it was sms^^ 

dUlereai... I hear a lot ol vcoriaa whicn 

are different but this was really some* 
thing. Mayte It was tbe vray be ne- 
rreiM it. whole setup was diffe¬ 
rent. And 1 bad a particular image in 
my mind ... Maybe my emectacions 
were too bigh. you know. I expected 
semetblng total^ different. Tbe prob’ 
lem with me ii Chat 1 have beeo 
working from tbe age of 19 and ii's 
been ocerly 13 years. 1 know so much, 
32 


you koowi It is my nature to grasp and 
obse r ve. So from an early age xoii res 
boon main (I've been so sbairpX 1 
always kept observing and leanung so 
much, tbec 1 feeU for my age, I know 
too much. So, f can sense thugs on tbe 
first day of the film, fahla dia aap 
tbooting /ao, kuchli ei^ba iagta bai. 
year vA garbar bai (The very first 
day of iher^ng, I gat inis huncm that 
something’s wrong nere). It*» net gotna 
to turn out to be wbet you thought. 1 
can feel itl 

Experience is the beat qoalificetioo, 
you know. I felt it on the very firm day 
of Umreo Jaap. Though Pd designeo 
my costumes and had planned every* 
dung. I toet interest. I would be a 
hypocrite if t turn round and any aiii 
beat aahsn (that’s not erva). Ho, no, it 
was true that I was very disappointed 
during tbe first schedule. Penmpt it 
was because we are used to doing 
three scenes e day and be (Musaffar) 
used to work at a different poee ... 
Mavbe that was his pattern of working 
ana I was not uead to it We were there 
for 40 days in Lucknow (for Ubireo 
Jxan^ and we bardW did one song end 
three scenes. And I wasn't even sado 
fiedi 1 must tell you this because 1 
ultimately plan to direct filma My 
conception of the whole ^cture was 
different. When he bad narrmted the 
story to me, 1 had visualised something 
else and it finally turned out to be 
something totally diffemitl 1 was pus- 
sled. There 1 was planning to speak my 
dialogues io a particulBr way and do 
everything—from make>up, clothes, 
geerures, ny walk, eveiyudng—in e 

parciculv way. But it diiui*t wock our 

that way. 2 don't know wlnrl Or maybe 
he was too subtlel (Leu^s.) 

Q: But Museffer AH says ... 

A: He's a very nice peraonl 

Q: Ha says you maty work with him 


A: 1 den*t know. He bw eppreacbed 
me. But I am very busy these two^three 

C rs, 13*^3. Maybe in tbe future. He 
approached me. I would love to 


Before, I uead to get ve|*y upaatl Pd 
say, *Mtmdfar. v^et ere you dohig? 
3i^sting so mun dmel m»Him 

reka bait Eya bo raba baf? (Nothing's 
bappeningl what are we do^?)' And 
the onanMaboa there in Luclmow tras 
Quite bad. ime u^te cb^ buebb 
Jraam bora odio cbe. (8o many peo^ 
would gather, we couldn't m any 
work). 

2 srai not used to thia aort of thing. 
But he (Musaffar) knew what ba 
wanted and be was vorr confident. 
Mulhelagtethakfehorakahai, bhei? 
Kuchh simej mem aahio ea nhal (1 

C it couldn't understand what was 
ppeningl) And when I taw tha first 
scsMula's rushes I vras so upset. Of 
courses the photography is fantastic. 
(Cinamatoma^ien nevio Bhstt is 
very good. I was very impressed with 
the sray 1 looked. But rm sdll not 
satisfiea with my perfonnence. And 
Pm suprlsed, kjra, I was shocked when 
1 got cbe neciooil awardi 
O; You did oot^xpect it? 

A: Not at sJll Not in least bit. In 
fact the award thing is a big ... 1 must 
tell you, keise bote bai na, sAurv sbura 
mein aate hatn to award is the ulti* 
mate, be; nt? Jisko award mils, ro 
ebabe wnb cbbM sa award kytui ita 
bo. (You know how thrilling it is io the 
when you first coma into 
lilM for Che person who wins an 
award, no matter bow small the award 
is) It's a big thing. So when I first 
came, the Fuinfare Awards were the 
ulcii&ace, hai na? f used to erteod all' 
the asrard functions. The first was in 
1969. Every year I used to reUgiously 
attend the award functions, hoping 
that 1 might get one the next mn 
thou^ I anew that I did not nsve 
those land of films, nor did i have any 
special perfonnences. Then on one 
nimfare Award night—>1 don't ramem* 
her whether it was 1971 or 1972— 
somebody very close to bm. somebody 
wellkruwn in the industry, was to 
present an sward aod she vralkad on to 
the stage end she tripped and fell flat 
on her facel EverylMy laughed but 
she got up, she took it with s^ grace. 
She got up and she gave tbe award end 
she came nek and sat next to me. She 
said to me, let those people lai^ but 
lor the next three yean, kya, for tha 
next ten yean Pm going to win cha 
award. Right enou^ xnt following 
year sho got the award. 

Q: Who was it? 

A: You find outi I said to myself, 
next veer meirt to, bus, giri parhooagi. 
(I will fall, too). (Gia^.) 1 might just 
gat the avrtrd. Wal]ri"didn*t even tty. 
ft was very bad. For several 
years I never got tbe award. Ihen I got 
the Filmfare Avrard last year (Tor 
JCbubsocvatX But I came to know (elh 
out it) earliW. Everybody wm expect¬ 
ing b and by that time I bad overcome 
that feeling tor ewards. You know, 
BOW 1 feel recognising one's own talent 
is one's gmeese award. 

Q: Oaiy oee'4 own recognition or 
aiao that of a few cboeM hieodo? 





Vm coofldtBt tbmit ttntf. t kaow 
whm rm ioodi I know Wmo Tm bad, t 
know whm Pm vary dood. And mo«t ol 
tho rimo Vm not ovor«odm«tl&t B9* 
mU. f bovo boon bad. Not for any fauli 
of mint but bacauaa of many cbcunii* 
ancti and a lot of othtr roaaeai. But I 
dafinltaly aim to ba tha bait. 

0; During Ut9 i«#r fawyaara, film 
eritiu bit*# weli#a to tn« fsct thu 
rb#r# ii aiM eb# Mctnti in you. How 
did yov rood to thia cWrfoai ihiftf 

A: I Mil iwara of tha fact But 1 
novtr had thachanco to (erova mvMU) 
and I wain'i mature. I told you, I wai 
vary yotinf. t had dona rola^vary 
mature rolew>bui 1 couldn't quite car* 
ry them off bacauac I hadn't experi¬ 
enced anythina Experience ii (he 
best, you Icnow, 1 have ex^nenced a 
lot now. So maybe I'U be able to 
perform betcer now. I feel I have 
la arm a lot. Alao, earlier 1 didn't know 
the Jengueae. I was, like, you know, a 
teenager. A teenager doesn't want to 
juit act. She also wants to go out, see 


mofiaA i# f iM «» dtdflca 

bdaclercad lo weS.2 uamS to cUak, 
«dty aheald 2 have to work? t uaad to 
aty, why tba hall ibauld I aet> And 
aabody eeuJd give ma a proper raaionJ 
BO I uaad (0 bunk, run away. I did not 
Uka what 1 wai doing. 1 never under, 
ateod what kind of a rolt I wto delog. 
Still, paonla' aay that li waa apon* 
canaoua. Md even I can aee taoH 
parfonnincaa new and Judge for my- 
•elf that there waa aomatblng In the 
perfonnancte. It must have happento 
without my knowing about it. I know 
there ware a lot of fumi in which 2 waa 
ridiculously dressed, ridiculously 
made up. Fat! I was 75 kg. Can you 
beUava lt?l 

Q: It's common knowledge now, Aow 
you lost weigjti. 

A: Yah! I couldn't believe it. Now 1 
feel that waa somebody else. Because 
that was really not me. I feel this is mt 

O; Which ($ tht real yoii.’ 

A’ 1 know what I am-*whatever 1 am 
today. But nobody else can understand 


becattM 1 eae^ di^aifi It khwerdii 

9 ' Try. 

At 1 can'll Vm not very good m 
explaining in worts. But I am oafUiie 
iy proud m what I am today. 1 am van 
proud. Not of my ptrf ormancaa, 1 don'i 
think there Is one performtnea to data 
which 1 can be proud of, really proud 
of. Tve iikad working in a law filmi 
because it was a baautUul axparlanca, 
it wu fun. Bui to be proud of, sol 
Mayba a coupla of momanu, a couple 
of closa-UM m a coupla of films. You 
foal thera^i someth ini there. But sot 
in totality, not the wh^ performance. 

O: Wnsr axacNy do you wear u 
oefuovo /n your p^ormoneoa? 

A: Maybe in future I will. 

O* Whet? 

A: ! can't explain. It should be 
every thing, every word I speak, every 
posture or mine, every step ot mine, 
whatever I do on Krean. should not 
only ba tha best but it should ba 
unique. Something which nubodv else 
has done in the past or will be able to 


From sex-kitten to talented artiste 


T he rise of Hekha Ganeshan 
coincides with the maturity of 
Hindi cinema, with its re diMOvery 
of taste, sophisticstiri and finesse. 
Rekha entered the film indusrn in 
1965, (he year (hat the FFC (Film 
Finance Corporation) decided to 
introduce a more modern and more 
intellectual dimension to Hindi 
films through its sponsorship of 
films like Mfinal sen's Bhuvsn 
Shome. Basu Chatterjl's Sara 
Akosh and Mani Kaul's Uski Rott. 
Rekha began at the other extreme 
71 (ha spectrum, tiiillatingly 
iiiplaying her voluptuous curves 
across tha screen In Sawen 
Bftoodon (1971 ) But over the last 
IZ yean, the two types of Indian 
films have finally met. In a popular 
yet somewhat vague horiion at the 
boxoffica And Rekha Ganeshan La 
very much there and very much on 
the top. 

Rakna's very iirat film wu to 
have been Do Shikork oppoalie 
Siawajeet but It could never be 
compLerad. However, It made as 
much news aa Sawin Jhedoii. The 
young teenage acireia had agraed 
to aenauoui kissing Kanes with 
Biiwajeet and the goaaip 
magaiinei. which had just baiun to 
come into their own, aplealM it 
ecroaa their pages with great glea. 
Rekha had b^ome a star with her 
very first relaaat. She was chaa tha 
naw dancing star, an obvious 
successor to Mumtas and 
Raieshrea. The new, seductive lex 
goodess. 

During the first five years of bar 
career, Rekha iwaved, gyrated and 
oompbed her way into tha haarta of 
the prurient messes. During theee 

ffl ataf was also casual and 
erent about ker career. She 


figured in film glossies with a 

t reater consistency than she did on 
ilm sets. The gossip columnists 
.loved her for her candid, 
uninhibited, teU-all boldness Ker 
film produccis cursed her for 
causing delays end giving them 
ulcers. But Rekha was never 
dropped or boycotted by (he 
angry filmmakers. She could 
always wrap the audience round 
her little finger. Helped, no doubt, 
by the influence her mother, 
PuihpevalU, had on her career. (A 
former actress herself, Rekha’s 
mother had left her famous film 
star husband. Gemini Ganeihen, 
when he took a second wife.) 

But when it cene to Rekha's 
lifestyle, not even her mother could 
scop her from indulging in her 
charectiristlcsUly impulsive actions 
that gava bar the Imeg# of being 
little more than Just a Mx-kitren. 
Howtvtr, that soon changed. 
Rekhi's tranaformation began ^th 


Rekha'an uninhibitod boldntas 



the influence that her new costar, 
Amitabh Bachhan, had on her 
personality. This change 
culminated, under Hrishikesh 
Mukherjea's directorial touch, in 
Xhubsoorat. The new Rekha was 
now willing and able to act in 
low budget, offbeat films like 
Kclyug and Vmrao Jaon Rekha 
first made her departure from the 
hackneyed films when she dared to 
take on Chor, protraying a married 
woman's trauma on being 
gang raped by hoodlums. Ker 
performance wes excellent. 

There it one film industry 
dictum, that is sadly prevalent, 
which says that no actress can 
become a number one heroine 
without latching on to the coat-tails 
of a top malt star. In Rekha's case, 
her career loomed right to the top 
ahorrly after she starred in a series 
of fllmi with superstar Amirtbh 
Bachhan. After the stereotyped 
rassle-dattle entertainers like 
Khoon Rai/oa and \fr SotwoM. 
Rekha co*starred with Amitabh in 
two exceptional films, Adaier and 
Do Anjoono. It was har 
performance in these two films and 
later, Xhubioorat, that foread 
cdtlcs to finally taka a sacond look 
and, accept her as an actress. Than 
came SiUVt to astabUsh Rakha as a 
rather unique personality in she 
Hindi film industry. Even though 
the film did not create the popular 
impact it was expected co, it 
bKame one more stepping-stone in 
Rekhe'i climb to the top. But. sey 
film industry insiders, Si^sjla hes 
also broken up the Amitkbh-Rekha 
teem—on wife Jeye Bhaduri's 
Insistence. 

Rekha Is now on her own. let's 
sae whare it takas har. 







ev e rybody imbs (o *]UUw> 
ji you rdU look to youuL You've boon 


I used to be a big 
clown in school. ..1 
was everybody’s best 
friend, but I never 
had a best friend- 
...Nowlhaveone 
best friend 


do in future. Do you undeniand? No. 1 
don't chink you've understood. 

It's not enou^, it's not « 
ptrttcultrly credicabJe tninc to be the 
Dctt, to be number one end to be e 
very food artiste. It's very easy. Be* 
cause there are a lot oi beautiful 
people and there are a lot of very good 
•xtisies in the industry end there are a 
lot of people who are giving them e lot 
of money. But I went to echieve a lot 
more. Maybe Tin aiming high. But one 
lives on hope and one can work for it if 
one really wants to. I aim to be some* 
boiiyl PMple should say that there 
have ben a lot of beautiful girls and a 
number of very good artistes, but what 
Rekha could do, nobody else has done 
nor can do. Now Fm blowing my own 
trumpet, 1 know, but ... 

Q: One problem in Intiien cinemo is 
tbet on octross’s lifespon os a heroine 
is truicoJIy brief- 

A: It’s not tragic. It’s what you make 
of yourself. 1 feel if you ^ve the 
strength and the determination to con¬ 
trol yourself, to look after yourself— 
you nave to have the thing in you, 
because nobody else is going to do it 
for you—if you want to look after 
your$elf» keep a watch oa what you 
eat, keep reeular hours, then you can 
carry on worlcing for a long time if you 
want to. If one really cakes care of 
oneself and works hard to give good 
performencct, then you can Mst along 
time: unless something goes wrong 
later, gut look I You're not going to be 
young all the time. Specially heroines. 

I Imow I'm not ^ing to continue 
look^sg as 1 do today. 1 chink this is ray 
peak. Maybe • couple of years more. 


you stOl look so young. You've been 
ID the induitry for U years, 1 used to 
go 10 your moviaa v^ieo I was ie adiool 
•ad you still look so young ...* Hy rgply 
is, when you were a kid. I was e md 
too. The thing U tbet Pm dooming 
now. It's now that Tm at the right age. 
So maybe for a cousde ol yean more 
it's my best time.iewem (youthVwise. 
Maybe Fm looking ay best, I'm heeJih- 
conscious now. 1 went to look after my 
body. C want to look after myself. 

1 want to do so many thinga I know 
I’ve got the strength and rQ continue 
doing it as long at X can. SMsedmes 1 
feel It'll sJl be over in two years. But 
let’s see. You can't be young all the 
time. 

Q: But whst obous actresses abroad 
/ike Sophie Loren, for instonce? 

A: YesI Yes, look at Sophia Loren! 
As an Indian woman, one cannot have 
a terrific figure really, at that age, 1 
think, with the food we eat. Ana Fm 
cran about food, J can’t stay without 
ill But even if you don't nave the 


figure, if you think clean and if you 
Uunk fresh, you will look fresh end 


uuna irein, you wui look fresh end 
you will still have that twinkle in your 
eye. U you are clean wichin, then your 
face will reflect that. And you can look 
fresh the whole of your ufe—that, I 
believe. Because if you are ekperienc* 
ing good things in life, if you arc going 
through beautiful moments, as i am 
doing, then you're bound to beam, 
you’re bound to glow for the rest of 
your life. 

Look at Mn Gandhi. How old is she? 
Much older than me? Look at the wey 
she glows. I feel ashamed to eves 
siamT in front of her. ITie most fantas* 
Ik thing about her is the glow on her 
face. How does she manage to do that? 
It's because it’s within her. I'm a great 
fsdt ol Mrs Gandhi's. 


A: I AouJdn’c have told you that. It's 
ctf the record. It should be only ray 
secret. 

^.’A/vvM/p/anniagro work Id mors 
SBial/«bu4get films luce Umrao Jaan? 

A: It's not a question of sinalJ*budget 
« big'budgai. I do plan to work in 
good movies. But in »e coming year, 
just mark my words—I shouldn’t be 

X * g this because all my producers 
M very upset—but kura se kuai 
boroh filmein meri line se flop oette 
wtU boin (at least 12 of my films will 
flop). Fm telling youl They* are very 
baa films, very bad perfonnancesl 
These are all my old films which 1 am 
going to complete, which I htve been 
prolMgiag for at least six years. I am 
itniahing off all of them. They’ll be 
coming. But ihw'U all go kaput/ Just 
wait and see. It'll take two more years 
for me to make good films and then for 
those films to be released. At least two 

S ears. For two years you will think 
ekha is finished. 

Q: Bur haven’t a number of young 
filmmekers, serious filmmakers, 
approached you recently? 

A: Yh, a lot of them. But the trouble 
ia that for for two years I can't work in 
any of these films. I have to finish off 
my old films. Only then can I take up 
the new ones. And FU be two years 
older 


(Laughs.) 


e . When do you pien to direct your 
• ftfsr film? 


Q: Apert from being shocked, hew 
die you react to beine raven the 


did you react to being given the 
netionol film award? 

A: I was thrill^. I knew 1 didn't 
deserve it. I knew it aod Fm not being 
modest. 

Q: Why do you soy tbet? 

A: Of course! My pertormence is 
nothing I looked beautiful. But ray 
perfonnance is nothing. There isn't a 
sin^e scene where 1 can say. haan 
bhai. kya keam kiy* (what a perform, 
ancel). Anyway. 1 wiu thrilled because 
I know this is a genuine award. There's 
no hanW-panky iovolved. I was 
thrtUed bemuse 1 was going to receive 
it from our President (Mr N. Saojiva 
Reddy) aod be's from my state. 

O: VbuYe from Andbro Prodesh? 

A: Yes. M^ mother songue is Tefugu. 
My father (film star Gemmi Ganeshan) 

is Tamil. AAd I didn’t even kaow there 

was a cash prise with tXie award. I was 
really th^^ with it. 

Q: What ore you going to do with the 
coa? 

Ai Well, my mocher says that I 
should keep it aside aod let it multi 
ply. I belihve io just blowing it away. 
Or better stiU, J should give It to 
charity. 

Q: I think tbet would be a givat 
geerura. 


first film? 

A; Veiy soon, I hope. Sometime in 
19B4. Only I can do wnat 1 want to do., 
because I know nobody thinks like me. 
I’ve worked with all (kinds of) direc¬ 
tors, (and 1 realise that) my whole 
attitude is different. 

Q: Whot mokes you all char unique? 

A: Fll tell you. Ninety^nine per cent 
of these people I've worked with, they 
have the same fixed ideas. My ideas 
are different. Romantic? Yes. But 
there can be so many ways (of looking 
at romance). Even a nan approaching 
a woman—mv reaction as a woman, to 
that approach, would be so different 
from toe normal. I wonder why 1 react 
like this. But I chink I would be able to 
show this on screen. 1 cannot explain 
this, I caiTQOt write it. My friend savs 
Jab tot visually dikbaoon nehio, usko 
somoj moin aabin eayega. (Till I show 
this visually, he won't get it). Main 
behur lyaada bcJ rahionoon. Afuj/ie 
maloom hoi Behur hoi rahi boon. Mu* 
Jhe ooAw bolaa chahiye ima. (1 know 
I'm talking too much. Far too much. 1 
shouldn't say all these things). But 1 
haven't spoken for so many years. 

Q: Why did you srop^aiung to (he 
press? 

A; I'cn very glad yuu asked me tliet. 
It's just that you know what the Bom* 
bay film industry and film journalists 
•ye like. How they talk and vdiat they 
write. Bombay kjm, Dilli mein bhi hoi 
Ji. (And not just Bombay, the same 
thing happens in Deibi too), I 
shouldn't sty this but I really can't 
uiiderstaiid why they write lilU thif 
There should be at least one par cent 
of truth in whai they wriia. TMb>. 
IraaeinaHAn is ra«nv llkrHtat 1 






9vr M fl»ia b4cAi thi ta6 I9 (But 

««* V*^ * 


sreui 


Initially I used to get upset. It uaed 
to affect tnc. my image. It still doea» 
but now ny mendi know wbat 1 really 
•m^Now it doesn’t elfect me at all. But 
there should be e limit to vrbat they 
write! Amp latest Cuw BHa k* issue 
ddfh Uiiy. <See the latest issue of 
Cue Bli^. It has an article ebout me 
by some Sweuunithan-^ south Indian 
name so that people might think that 
beiai a south Indian he vet allowed 
into my* house. Well, he has written 
that be ceme in. He has written some 
vague things about the house. He must 
have known chat my house it white* 
which is pertly true. But then he has 
vrritten a lot nonsense about vrfaite 
wallpaper and wlute^and gold paper 
and g^ knows what (Leugha) Then 
hi*s luppoeed to have asked me ques¬ 
tions ebout Parveen Bebi to which l*ve 
(lupposedly) replied tbit she*s a 
blOMy-so^and-sc. roul Isnguanel Peo¬ 
ple will think Rekba uses tbls lan¬ 
guage. f mean, mere yahen, mere gbar 

C h (in our home), nobody uses roul 
oguage My sisters ane brothers^ 
they don’t even use 'bloody’ in front of 
me. I know four letter words are very 
common in Khools end colleges today 
but mere ghar main bilkul nahin. (No¬ 
thing of the sort is eUowed in my 
house). 

Q: Did you stop relkmg (c (he press 
because of this kind e( writing.^ 

A; Yes. I know it is e very bed thing 
in e wsv. because journalists are also 
human beings, but I had come to the 
conclusion that journalists ere not 

E snuine, not human beings at all. I 
now Pm talking to one now but this 
was the impression I had fmmed. hon¬ 
estly. I had become blind. Even if a 
person was really good. I used to look 
at him as if he was a devil. 

Anyway, I’ve grown above all these 
things DOW. It doesn’t effect me one bit 
because 1 have very few, selected 
friends. They know me in and out.. 
Chehe woh ioumaixsr log kitchh bhi 
boJen (let the Jqumalists say any¬ 
thing)—that shtj got manned, she’s 
pregnant, she’s hainog an affair with 
this one, she's having an affair with 
that one. It doesn’t bouier me. Because 
I have been going through this from 
the very first day! came into films. It 
is not making any differeoce to me 
now. (know my fan following. I know 
the attitude of my genuiM fans. I also 
know that i^ple who used to hate me 
In the bcginnitig, haye changed and 
bow their attitude towards me has 
changed. Like I have this habit of 
sajiBg 'ihello.* 1 greet everybody with 
a 'hello’ or *hi, because that’s my 
nature. But these days people always 
Beet me with a Dunestei I mean, it’s 
funny. I feei nice but i|’^ a surprise to 
me. And these are the same people 
who never u^ to even wish me. 

Q: People In the film industry? 

A: No, eutsidel Outside! Like with 
JCbubeoorer** release, ell the college 
atudtnci and all the school girls were 
traabaa me like a kid. which I’m not. 


very mature. Mevbe it was the role in 
ICAubeooret, you know. 'Hi ^liel How 
are you?*—aise bofre Aeio. (Thet's how 
they speek). <Leug^) Maioi Girlie 
main kahin bAi Dehio keen. (Me! No 
way! I'm no little girl I) But of course, I 
take chat as a complimerit. because 
they thought 1 was one of them. People 
treated me like a kid after that film. 
For two years I was really pushed 
around—’Hil Hil How cute she isl' But 
when I was a kid, when I was 13, 
nobody treated me like a child be¬ 
cause I was a bic overgrown and... 

Q: Recently you here acted in many 
woman-oheot^ films. Is this a eon- 
SCtOua cfecisMm.^ 

A: Look, ultimately what else can an 
actress look forward to exc^c heroine- 
Miented films. Yes, I made e conscious 
decisioo. I thought that it’s high time 1 
did something (wonhwbile). But when 
you really want something to happen, 
It doesn’t happen. 

It has happened now, when the time 
came for it. i had realised much before 
that I had changed but nothing else 
was falling into place. But now main 
kuchb kar oehin rahi hooo, apne aap 
sab cheesen bo rahi hain (Things ha^ 
pen even without my doing anything). 

I believe in destiny. I believe that even 
if you went and work for it nothing 
happens unless it’s meant to. You can 
do your best, but if the time has not 
come nothing will rum out right. And. 
if you are destined to do something, no 
Btetter what happens, and how hard 
'people mi^t try to Mil your name, it 
will not aiiect you. nan, even if you 
say something wrong, people will let it 
pase. tf you abuse somebody, they’ll 

•■V (nlrina verv fuhnv but It’S 


true. I’ve seen u happeui 

Q: Is everything going smoothly tor 
you right now? 

A; Yes, beaurifullyl But it’s pertly 
because I also have made myself look 
at things from a different point of 
view. 

Q: Whet point of view? 

A: A cool point of view, (toughs^) 
Like now if 1 say ' hello' to e person 
and if (he person does not react, then 
it's cool man. 

Q: Don’t you rfunJe j( might make 
you cynicai and inse/uirive? 

A: You mean indifferant? No, It just 
means that rhar person has not come 
up to my level. It's her problem. I feel 
sorry for’that person. Maybe 1 pray 
that person will grow. But I can’t upset 
myself for that person. It’s not that 1 
look down upon that person—I cannot 
expect everybody to M like me. Every¬ 
body has tneir good points and bed 
points. I've learnt to respect that par¬ 
ticular Mrson for his or her good 
points. I have also sot my bad pomes. 


points. 1 have also got my bad pomes. 

Q: Such as? 

A: Well, 1 love eating. Oh, I’m being 
very partial to myself but I’ve got a lot 
of other bad points. I’m very impa- 
dent Well, now I've leamt to be 
patient, very very patient. But basical¬ 
ly. Tm impatient. Mujhe lagta hai ki 
main yeh chees dus minute main kar 
sakti boon, log adha ghanra kyon iaga- 
ate haio? <1 wonder why people take 
half an hour over something that I can 
do m ten minutes). See. again I'm 
praising myself, again I’m blowing my 
own irumjMt. But it’s true, you know. 
Bui maybe that is my nature and 1 
can't expect the other person tw^be 
like IOC. Su now I've become pitien* 
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Is the CM shielding 
“corrupt” speaker? 

An IAS officer is transferred for writing against 
the speaker 


Bliubanefwar: Never before the 
ipeaker of an Ammblv batn charaed 
with tbi violation of ine Foraiu ex- 
chant* Rat^Ution Act (PERAi, cor* 
rupiion, misuse of funds, nepotism and 
gross irregularities in the administra¬ 
tion of the Assembly «ecr«tariat. In 
that way, the Orissu AMemhly speak¬ 
er. MrSomnath Raih, must be unique. 
So strident were the allcKanons that a 
section of the Assembly employees 
have demanded a thorough prow into 
the acts of the sneaker by the CBI The 
alJegatJOAs would not have been made 
public were it not for the deputy 
speaker. Mr Himangsu Sekhar Padhi. 
who in a long note to the chief minis¬ 
ter. Mr TB. Patnaik, listed the charges. 
‘ Swn after the note was sent to the 
CM, the secretary of the Assembly, an 
IAS officer, Mr o N. Bath, was moved 
out of his post. Reason; the secretary 
had written e letter on 3 May to the 
finance secretary of the government 
requesting him to "depute an efficien¬ 
cy audit party" for a da tailed audit of 
tne expendftures incurred by the 
Asaembly secretariat. This was be* 
ciuie, the accountanbgeneral*i audit 
party usually audits only flva to ten 
percent of the expenditure as test 
cases, the Aisembly sacretery argued. 
In a swift action on S May, a govern¬ 
ment notification was issuid transfer¬ 
ring the aecrvinrv to the post of the 
director of comnumity development. 
According to kiv^wledgeeble people 
this was tiiily done by the ipeeker 
because he fi a confidant of tha CM 
himself. 

The troubles between the tecratiry 
and tha spaakar started eometlma ago 
over the recruitment of certain peopJa. 
The secretary had said that accoroing 
to the Orissa Civil Services (classifica¬ 
tion. control and appeal) Rules, it wu 
for the secretary to appoint dess three 
end class four amployees. The speaker 
would be responsible for the appoint¬ 
ments of ciiM one and two employee*. 
However, according to a notification 
issued in 19S8. tha secretary of the 
Assembly has tha same rank as that of 
a saerttary of any other depertmeni. 
Naturally, when the speaker put in his 
word regarding eartain appointmants, 
the secretary objected. 

The ictuu row started over the 
appointment of a lady on the peme- 
Dtnt wetch and ward staff. Althou^ 
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JB. Parnerk: 
gover/ijoenr 


feeder of « “comipf* 


the secretary objected to this appoint¬ 
ment. the speaker had his say. oome- 
time later a legal assistant in the class 
three grade, was appointed. Although 
a committee had bMo constituted to 
look into the appointment and a final 
list had been made, the speaker 
wanted his own candidate, wno was 
way down on tha merit lilt and did not 
posaass tha requisite qualification for 
the Job. ippointed In spite of sepe- 
ited requistsfrom the secretary not to 
igpoint the man, the speaker went 


The-dfpucy epeeker atao BUetM in 
hla letter enac the tpecker gJmoet 
always gave preference# eo people 
from bli own constltutMy. Bhanjene* 
Ca^aa district. Re 


ger In Canlaa district. Re cites tha 
aiamplas of four junior issiitanti and 
to meffs (urdoners). Tha deputy 
IM thet the speaker had 


spaakar edoM that the spaakar 
not appointed him chairman of cartaln 
house committees which deputy 
speakers traditionally hold. 

The allegations regarding financial 
lrra|ularitie> are astounding. The 
ipeaVer had submitted a bill amount¬ 
ing 10 Rj 4.600 for hostinpa luncheon 
at Washington. USA on \ Fabruary 
1961. The speaker was reimbursed the 
amount. According to normal proce¬ 
dure. rhe concerned rteparimeiif 
writer to the (Himnmic .'«ftRir« miniv 
try. which in lurn directs the RBI tu 
release the amount in foreign ex¬ 
change. The RBI than informs tha 
Indian emba^^sy to make the' necessary 
arrangemenii to foot the bill, tn this 
case the same procedure was 

followed, the speaker himself submit¬ 
ted the bill and was paid for il. Why? 

Further, the speaker did not submit 
any supporting vouchers for the bill. 
But this was not the only example of 
financial irreeulurity. The 5ipeaker 
also submitted bills for amounts he 
had spent on transportation and tele¬ 
phones. amounting fo nearly Rs 2000, 
at Sydney, Tokyo and Singapore. Later 
the Assembly secretarial received a 
bill for Rs 223 from ihe Indian embas¬ 
sy at Bangkok for the speaker's trans¬ 
portation charges. The secretary had 
merely wanted the speaker to refund 
the money he had taken and passed an 
order to that effect on S May. And tn 
tha evening the secretary was transfer¬ 
red. The secretary also objected to the 
speaker having billed the secretariet 
for Rs 16,230 incurred for hihni car# 
and making caleohone calls while ha 
was visiting di^erant parti of the 
country. Usually the state where the 

ffl aker goes as a stale guait, foots the 
. How tha chief minister will tackle 
this sltuition. Is yet to ^ seen. 
Bwarup JeM 


KARNATAKA 


Bangarappa comes out 
of political hibernation 


Baouleret 


igaieret Ur 5. Banierappa. 
flamMyani former secUfise, currently 
leader of the dlMldencs fa the state 
Congreaa(I), does not seem content to 

wait io the wloga any longer. Caet out 
of favour becauaa of cnticJiing the 
functioning of the Congreee(I) govern¬ 
ment of Mr Cundu Rio. he hei wilted 
for over a veer now for an opportunity 
to strike. But not any longer. 

The man who chided Oundu Reo for 
neglKtlng to implemear the 20-polB( 
programme in Karnataka U once anUn 
vocal about Mr Rao'i bumbling, nila 
time on the Gokak iaeua (SukOay B-IS 


tha 


May). Openly coagratulatlng the '*in 
Jectuus” 1/ ‘ * 


tti 


Who, refuaed to acoept the 
I nbSified 


provisions of Oundu •Rao 
formula rapon, Mr Banganppa has 
gone to the extent of hinting that, if 
the opportunity comes they cu count 
on his physical presence in their midst. 
The amtatlon was a "manlfesUtfon of 
the pride in thdlr lan¬ 

guage” and hence the people, of the 
state ware hurt that the govenaeni 
bad gone back on its own asauranca 
that tha Cokak coaunlitaa^i faepm* 
mendatfons bad bean accepted Id totp, 
aaya Mr Baagareppg. Aa he reaaUg, Mr 




Bao Wiittlf wdt tilt wfmQ^ttmmt 
to tfato iffoct M ICodUkari «a ^ 
ottMtoa ol tbo KuBodi Sohkyi Sob- 

BolOB Ub yoor, for whkb bo boa 
ttocoifofily tbko royonribility. Ibo 
•^tBdoo would fiot nort cimM 
loot bod BOf tbo tovoiwoDt foUod to 
boBour itt own caosiiBODt to lapto* 

Boot thO rOpOlt ■"*^<"1 tbo 

firtt Uofiiiy ot tho ouool lovo). So, 
bo ioiiito, ^tbo lororucnt aiuit im* 
Bodioioly coficoT tbo ordor oouBorot* 
inf tbo ttodiflod fonaulo. invito tbo 
OBtation leodon for tolki and roootvo 
tbo crliis.* 

Tbit opoc to Gundu Roo It 

ontiroly c^octorvittc of Boncotop* 
M*i Mylo of (uactlonlni. Hii pr^ 
uokok onnouAcoBoat comoo ri^ht on 
tbo booU of i oimilor onoouncoAont 
by madaoo idol Roj KuBor. As o 
roouJt, tbo ImoMdioto rooctioa of tome 
poltiicol woicbon horo it tboi bo it 
finally rejoctlog tbo Connrou<l)» boIc* 
ioo ploao to firii ioin Ro] Kumor and 
tub^uentJy Mr DovaraJ Gn*t now 
rofionaJ paity. Tbit opimon was funh* 
or ocronttboncd by tKo tialnf of tho 
aoTUMincoaient^Mi tho vory day tbit 
Ur Un*i fiow porty woo bopcit^ the 
komotaki Kraaihi Ranno (Kamotaba 
Rovoluiionary Front), fnac teonw to 
bo exactly what Mr Bauarappi would 
have tbo boooci at Delhi xmnk, other 
political waichoTf fool. That ho wonts 
to got back Into tho politicol main- 
iiroaa is obvious. Iho feet tbot ho will 
do it ^ aaicKJog his wits against 
Gundu Koo is oven more evident. For 
instance, though tbo reason for tho 
prosa cooforonco ho called in Banga* 
lore on tO May was ootonsibly to 
announce his pro-Gokak stand, bo was 
not ovoroo to* making conunents on 




ismo affecting tbo govomBont (od^. 
In the process, bo cook another swipe 
at Gundu Rao and his govorruBeat. It 
say bo roeallod tboi tbo govornBont 
had branded as **docoito* certain agi- 
tating Shimoga farmers wbo had 
looted officials bouses in retaliation 
to oumnos oo them. Said Mr Bangar- 
oppa: *lf tbo farmers (ofSbimoga) COB 
bo collod docoiit then, with around SS 
per cent of the population boii^ for¬ 
mers. Ibis country mainly conoioto of 
dacoits ” In other words. Gundu Rao 
think before you make any rash com* 
Bents. Ur ungarappo's open 
lengo to chi bones at New Delhi ti a 
way of wannng that bo would Join 
forces with Dovoroj Urs. Astute ^U- 
tkol wotchon are coovincod that it 
will never come to the point when Mr 
Bongarappa would ociuaUy join Mr 
Urs. His IS only a diroat. For. he has 
made it quite clenr that he will not be 
content to Aaad around silently any 
longer. 

Lotte Femaadn 


INVESTIGATION 


is Balu Mahendra guilty 
of forgery and cheating? 


Hadno: A few months after tbo 
Urrasbi awasd winoor MalayaJoB ic* 
traoo Bbobba, was found hanging ia 
bar badfooB, the case was doM to a 
case of suicide for want of ovidofioo. 
But 8bobba*s poronta ware cooviocad 
that it waa murder. So they scat petl- 
dono 10 oavorai DrmiaoBt public par* 
■onalifiao. BCn Candbi^oa roceiTi^ a 
lettar from Praaa« SbObba's moebor. 
iaouod instructfoBS to tfaa goverBaaot 
to raopcB the case. Today, one'Ond^- 
balf years latar, tha case is idll 
•alive.* 

While ovldeoca to oubetantioto a 
caoo of Burdar isodflBotforthcoiftjn^ 
the InvootigaclAg iloutho of tbo criBo 
braacb Mva uaearthod sobo 
■ kalaioao la Balu*s cupboard. Follow- 
lag ihair iAva«igadeiio. a charpio^M 
bu baaa ftiad balm tM oaeoad Bot- 

M at Macirao ateast 
far Baetloa CM d 
(cbaailag), Bactioa 4<B 

*«« *r ^huHeeX 



dac u Bont) aad' 
tadian Fasy^ Act (glvte faloa dac* 
lamloBt). A case of conspiracy uzter 
1?C Soccica 120B has bean filed 
aaahisc Balu Uabondn and his wtfo 
Ajulofwari. 

It is alleged that in order to socuro 
odBlsaion ot tho F ilm a nd ToWviojoQ 
Institute of Pune (FTII). Balu *‘incaa* 
tioBally forgad" tha signature of Ur K. 
A. Somah, ex prlndpaJ of Jaffaa Col* 
Sh Lanka, on two documentor 
marksheec declaring a pais in tha 
intorBodiate ocience oxaBination, 
Londoa Univorsin in 19S7 and a eon* 
duct cocttficate. He is also beiiovod to 
have forged tbo signaturos of Mr Loo¬ 
ter. a reputed film director, and Mr 
LobuQUBonaye Karishebandra Rohana 
Wijaruag^ SMotan of tho Photo¬ 
graphic Setety of Ceylon. 

In 1957 Balu Mahonara was actually 
studpiiu ia Si. Michaors Collage la 
BatticaiM. Ceylon, and appaarM for 
the Senior Science Cenilicaca ex* 
anination. In 1960. he failed in ^ 
Higher Secondary Certificate tx* 
emiaation in Jaffna College. Sumdav 
leems that he nod adi^tted his failure 
in an appliceden form submitted In his 
own handwriting for an exeainotion to 
be bold to the 8\irvoy Department of 
Colombo for the post of a mbationary 
draftsman In 19ol. He did not atention 
anything about passing the London 
University Intermediate Examination. 
As the minim um q ualification for 
admission to the FTTI was a pass in tha 
Intermediate, he forged (he docu¬ 
ments. SimnAY was told that the ex- 
principal has denied issuing the good 
conduct certificate to Balu Mahendra. 
The assistant director of tbe docu¬ 
ments section of the Temil Nadu fore¬ 
nsic leboretory hex sieted that the 
signarures wer e for ged. Mr Mahendra 
studied at tbe FTlIcrom 1966 to 1969 
and obtained a diploma in cinema 

I 


s tike forgery was committed in Sri 
l^nke and the loried documents utU- 
ised in Punejthe Madras police cannot 
take action. They have transferred the 
case to tbe Bombay police. Cases have, 
however, been filM'in Madras regard¬ 
ing the false declarations in the pasa- 
port as thay were made before the 
Madras passport office. Balu Uiben* 
dre's Ktual name is Benedict Bala- 
natha Mahendran. He is the son of 
David Balenatha and RosamBa 
Anthony of Sri Lartica and belongs to 
the caste of fisberiBen. Ahileswarii 
wbo Balu Mahendra married, was the 
daughter of Naraynne and Marimutha 
also of Becticaloa. They were narried 
in 1965, and entwed India in 1966 on 
Ceylonese-Misports. In tiie ap^ica- 
tioo form tor tbe Indian pesspvta, 
both claimed to be from Kerala. Ur 
Mahendn stated that he is the sod ed 
Raaan Nair and Saraswatbi Amaa od 
Vadankancheri. Trtchur district sad 
Abiletwari has said shs is the daugb* 
tar od Xarthiyatu and PanBaabwam, 
also of Vadankancheri. As they filed 
tbe particulars tofetber. a ease of 
COBipIr^ under IFC 


Anita Pmtap 


120B bas alip 
against chea. „ 
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MYSTERY 


Plot to assassinate the 
Prime Minister? 


N«w Delhi: Bhasalpur I4 back in the 
news. On 1 April a parcel containing 
four explosives was booked from Bha* 
galpur and sent to New Delhi. It con< 
talned a letter saying: ‘'These must be 
sufficient to blow up 1 Safdarjuof 
ftoad Sleuths in the CMltel diKO* 
vered the “explosives" on 26 April but 
dr*cidf<i to keep thr fnfue Rffiir a 
cln.v:lv>cuarded secret. The FIR (No 
1S7/62) was seeled and the briss*haii 
in the ^lice and the Intelligence 
Bureeu were infonned ebout tlM 
diKOvery. The initial report the police 
sent to the ministry of home eifairs« 
reportedly, was that the carton coo* 
tamed four bombs. 


Thineen deya later, on 11 Mey a 
oews enacy creeded a repon about 
the incident. The ecenario changed the 
next day. Telephone calls, from rMwS' 
men and the capital’s corridors 0/ 
power Hooded the police haadquar* 
ters. The IB bossee were concerned 
mainly about one thinf: "Who leaked 
the newn?" 

The reaction of the policy and the IB 
indicated the seriousness el the inci* 
dent. Newspaper reports, published 
the next day as a lollow'up to the 
agency story, however, projected an 
arto^cthtr different picture. Some, 
quoting source^ said that the Incident 
was a hoax whue others termed it 


an 


Christians demand "justice 


ft 



CatAo/ics snd Cbnstiaos demonscrare egtinjt drscnninsrH^n in Bombty 


B«mbiy:Thousands of Catholics car* 


ryiag placards and sporting black 
annhands marched from Flora Foun* 


tain to Aaad Maidan in Bombay de* 
mending justice" for the Chruiian 
minority. The procession was not ex* 
actly remijiiscem of the crusades, but 


through hymns, prayers and slogans 
they expressed their anger and dis¬ 
may over biDPeoinis tbet affected 


lappeouigs 
them from Aiwechal to Kanyaku* 
marl. Said C^rge Meneses who mes* 
ided over the meeting that was held at 
the end of the procession, "We are 
here to dramatise e shameful condi¬ 
tion and to demand restitutiwi and 
redress.” 


The demands, of the clergy and the 
Chriiiian elite, that were echoed by 
the "flocks” included: provision of 
adequate prorectioii to all minoriiies 
a^ioit fanatic and violent coaununal. 
atementa who perpetrated the cold¬ 
blooded kiUlAgs in Kanyakumari; re* 

S ol iba Arunachal Pradesh "free* 
of RaUgion" Act and similar 
other Acts In other starts and to 


ensure cho r^c of Chnstuns and 
ocher monoritios to enter the state of 
Arunachal Pradesh wicbout discri* 
oination on the grounds of rel^loa. 

Mr Meoe^ who is an executive in 
a city drug firm and a well known 
humourist, said the Christians as a 
communl^ bad "noebing against Hin¬ 
du revivuism. We support it, in fact 
even Christianity ne e ds to be revived. 
But wben revivsJisni is not an attempt 
to look.within oneself and take cwrec* 
tive measuros sgamst eriU like the 
caste syscaiB, but an atiampc to unito 
Hindus by preaebing hatrM against 
ocher reli^na. we must protest." The 
meeting also seat a meoMraodum to 
Prime Minister Mrs Indija Gandhi 
reminding her of the suroort she and 
her party gave to the Comtian agita¬ 
tion when the Janata govemmant 
introduce the Freedom of Religion 
BiU. Thn said It was "natural" (or 
them to ‘^expect* her to take imovodi- 
ate steps to ropoal "iho draconian 
freedom of Relimoo Act of Arunachal 
Pradesh." 

(Hga TaOls 


ir" 


act of miachlof, ployod oa S Apritr d 
Pn report quoDng tho commlaaloMr 
prograsaod a step aboid in Myiu thai 
tho^matarial” was not evtn capaola ei 
killing I ’’rar,* lat ilona blowing ug 
the Prime Minister’s bouso. 

Commissioner Bajraag Lai, whan 
contacted by SuimAY and confront^ 
with the day's reports, Iffi&odtatoh 
went on the defaniive. "I never lalkod 
about rats or anything alee...I merely 
said nothing can be itatrid boforo the 
receipt of the Central Forensic Sclen* 
ce Laboratory (CFSL) report." Ha 
added that in his opinitm tho ontiro 
thing might bo a practicaf ioka. But ha 
could not say why the miscnlof-raongor 
had to resort to such a cumbersome 
method to play a hoax. A telephone 
call saving rKat a bomb has bean 
planted could have done the trick. 

However, if the axploaivas were not 
bombs (a position later taken by the 
police) ano were merely coconut shells 
c^intaining chemicals and glass pieces 
without a fuse to set them off, then 
what was the need to maintain tight* 
bjmd silence when the news ejency 
(OKI) contacted senior CID ofticers 
for an "official on>tha-racord* version? 
A senior officer, who did not want to 
be named, had an explanation. "It 
seems that they did not inform the 
highest-level about the discovaiy... to 
cover (hit up they are now plaring 
down the episode," ha said. If tha Ram 
Bulehand LaJwani incident, in which 

S a knife was thrown at tne PM wai 
lus enough to dakarvq the public* 
ity it got, than bow can one dilute the 
gravity of this incident, the officer 
asked. 

Inquiries at various levals revaal 
that a detailed report on tbe explo* 
sivee, booked by one B.P. Jain, in hli 
own name from Bhagalpur, was sent to 
the home minisn^ (for perusal of the 
joint seerdtary inenarge of internal 
security and otbars) only on 10 May: 
twelve days after the registration « 
dm case. The delay In sending the 
report and attempts to tone down tbe 
press reaction raise several doubts. 
Also baffling are the senior police 
officers’ comments on the "strength’* 
of the explosives even before receiv¬ 
ing a report from ballistic experts. A 
police source expressed suspnM es t» 
why the CFSL had taken so long (on 12 
May the commissioner said chat tha 
report has not yet been received) in 
sending in (heir opinion. "How can 
there be so much of delay .when tbe 
report has something to do about, a 
person for whose protection the coun¬ 
try’s entire security apparatus is 
geared?" he asked. 

Inquiries by Sukdav reveal that the 
carton, (one foot by two feet in 
volume) was opened by the stall at 
Dalhi main railway stacion’i Hoerrab 
^down alter no one came to claim it 
till 26 April. According to the rules, 
unclaimed perishable items are put up 
for auction after tbe sn^piry of a acipte 
Ined period. Tha same proctdiirt was 
adopted In case of the "myatery par* 
cel." On 'finding tha ti^oflvee, (be 
raJway staff md not loat tm la 
InfonwM the polke» wba qalM 



CPSt tetm by Dr B. Maltra. The 
•Xpert! txaoiined the "roand objects'* 
end took them away for a detailed 
invescigatlon. A railway police lean, 
ltd by an assiataot commbsioner of 

C }lice, wax despatched to Bhagalpur. 

Ill, according lo Mr Bairang Lai. the 
trip has not b^n of much value as ibe 
name Jain seems too flcijiioua.” 

Mr Lai said inquiries have been 
made with the railway staff at Shagal- 
pur, but nbbody rememben the de* 


acripcioo of the man iri>o booked the 
self-addres$«d parcel Also the railway 
slip given to Mr Jain for withdrawing 
the consi^usent in Delhi cannot be 
traced. 

Nothing clear has thus emerged 
from the invesiigationa. It is, however, 
certain that if m entire thing turns 
out to be a joke, the IB and the police 
will once again become e leughlog 

Slock. 

A Special Correapondent 


and sicimini sceiM of a pregottf 
wdoan being mtaUy kicked. ItegaM* 
ing hCr Karunaoidhl*8 grouse, the 


FILM CENSORSHIP 


serf fell that Che shots were irrelevent 
to the theme of the film end served 
only to project the DMK chief. It is 
pernaiH, for the same reason that the 
Telufu ftln, Bobuli Puii ran into trou¬ 
ble. The ceneors felt thet actor N» 
T. Rani Ra^ had escpioited the fUm to 
project his Telugu Deeam party. 

Tot censors, however, refute the 
chergee made by the producers about 
the &lay in the certificetion of films. 


Producers protest against 
unjustified censorship 


the &lay in the certificetion of films, 
a ring Statistics, they say that out of 
the liS South Indian films produced 
during the flm four months ol 19g^ 
S3 were certified in seven days. 30 
within 15 d^i and 40 in 21 days. Only 
12 films were referred to the revising 
committee efter the censors were df* 
vlded on their eligibility for a eertifi* 


Madree: Ceoiors and film producers 
are forever exchanging bouquets of 
thorns. But during the past three 
months the war berweem the two in 
South Indie has hotted It all 
started with AfeW Awu Svno, the 
Hindi remake of the controversial 
Kenneda film Aorha. The "liberality"* 
of (be censors in issuing a certificate 
to this Hindi film was .severely criil* 
cived by the government. Naturally, 
the censors decided (o pull up their 
socks, roll up their sleeves and make a 

J reb for their scissors in future. Rre* 
ictabiy the overnight strictness has 
infunated ilio film producers. 

Si/NDAT learns that (rouble between 
the South Indian film producers and 
the Regional Censor Board (RCB), 
M^res, erupted about two months ago 
when portions of the Tamil film Om 
Sakehij were cut. The film, directed by 
Dorm, centres on (be theme of super- 
stilion. Parts of the film were scissored 
by the disapproving hand of the ex* 
amlning committee of the RCB, the 
reviling committee and the home and 
the intelligence department of the 
stete government. When a similar, 
chough not quite ao harsh a treatment, 
was meted out to the Telugu film 
fo^a fUmatah Veetxiai Khshnaigh 
and the Kannada film Apar/chira and 
the issue of certificates were delayed 
in (he case of a few other films there 
was lension.Wheo Tyaagf.ihe Telugu 
remake of Aothn (e Sivaji GaneAin 
starrer) produced 1^’ Mr Hanumentha 
Rao was not given a cercificate the 
producers declared war. The producer, 
who is incidentally the president of 
the producers guild is spearheading 
the movement against the censors. 

la Temil Nadu, where film and poll* 
rici are inextricably interlinked, it was 
not long before poliricUns were found 
in the emtroversy. The strident voice 
of Mr U. lUninaoidhi, leader of the 
oppoeJtiocL could be heard dearly over 
t£a dia. 11 m bmIo re«soa, of course, 
wte he hod a peraonal axa to 
grtod. b (ha fUm Thookka iMaf 
(Galloirsl Urn ceoaore hod cut SOO foot 
#|]ip llho thot focueed on the long 
'■ > * M.-s*.rai 10 Tlruchmidur 

h^nodMkamb 


dialc 

neni 


a?!* 


e for the film was by Mr Keru* 


cate. Even then, some producers foel 
that "seme films ere being referred to 


State informiiien micuster Mr R. M. 


the revising commjrtoa.jw always for 
valid reasons." This is e view endorsed 


Veerappan opeoW accused the censors 
of conspiring to kill the South bdian 
film indusiiT, unnecessarily delaylag 
the issue of cerrificaies and causing 
berdship and loss of money to the 

S roduccTS. Three months ago Mr Sivaji 
anesaa in his interview with Sumday 
had said that the first thing he would 
do with his newly-endowed political 
powers as a Rejya Sabha MP. was (o 
teach B lesson or two (o (he ^osors. 

The RCB was forc^ to adopt a strict 
.stance because of the concam express¬ 
ed by women*! organisations and other 
pubirc forums right upto Parliament 
about (heir laxi ty According to e RCB 
official, the regional board M to take 
such a stand owing to instructions 
Issued by the central board of film 
censors to enforce the gui^lines relat¬ 
ing 10 certification of films strictly. 
One member of the censor board said 
that the producers of Tyaagf had the 
temerity to retain such scooes which 
bad bwn cut in the original Kannada 
film Nor only was it retained but (he 
violence and gore was intensified. The 
member of tM board cited an exam¬ 
ple: there was an excepdonaUy long 


by Mr. 0 Ramenujem, president of 
the South Indian rilm ghsmber of 


Commerce. The producers charge thet 
when the exeminini committee of the 
RCB hands over a Rla to the reviling 
committee it is like jumping "from the 
frying pan into the lire. Not only does 
the reviling committee endorse the 
cuts recommended by the eKamjaini 
committee they even add to them.” 
More, there Is the factor of delay. 
Ciosors, however, say that the delays 
are cauM by the producers by .not 
providing enough time for procedural 
delays wnile fixing the date of releaee 
ot the ciaeme. The censors scoff at tfaa 
allegation that they harass producers, 
charging that in feet, It ie the produc* 
ere nereis them with requests end 
bribes to eKhew cuts and hasten issue 
of certificates. 


5iva>i; reSLhing tus emon $ iessoo 





The producers, and Mr Veerappao. 
are sore with (be censors for adopting 
“double sundards." While they cut 
Kenes of sex ahd violence in Indlaa 
films they allow generous doses of sex 
and vilence in loreign films. If the 
censors objected to the fighting and 
bloodshed In the films mentioned ear* 
lier why don't they object when it is 
presented in American films. Com¬ 
pared to the foreign films, the native 
renditions of violence ere positively 
anaemic, yet they are cut, complain 
the producers. The discrimination, 
when the viewing audience is the same 
is unjustified, they dthn. Mr Veerap* 

K n warned that the etate may even 
n some English filsis being screened 
in the city—a pointed re^rence to 
Tarzan. The Apie Man in which Bo 
Derek has been drawing lascivious 
ivolf whistles by exposing her gener< 
oualy endowed figure. 

On the specific request of (he RCB, 
the Rim chamber is acting as the 
mediatw to dissolve the cms. The 
coordinttien committee of the cham¬ 
ber which tlU now had been idle^ has 
been activated to bridge the hiatus 
between the produeert and ceoeoft. 
Due to their efforts, two films here 
already baian claared. 



EDUCATION 


S.L. Khurana 
clout for his 


: using 
son? 


New Delhi: Seven raonths after the 
stuiwi becan ae the capital*# Uaulana 
Aaad Medical Collcae, (MAMC), Vik- 
ram Khurana. son of Delhi's Lt Gov* 
emor S.L, Khuraha was admitred to 
the MBBS course. Vlkram Khurana 
had earlier joined the SMS Medical 
colleM at Jaipur, and had obtained his 
admission on the chief minister's 
quota. Two seats are reserved in 
medical collcfes of every state for 
nominees of tne CM of thet state. The 
central eoverament coo has a reserved 
quota (H seats in various medical col* 
le^es and is authorised to nominate 
these seats for children of armed per* 
sonnel, war widows, foreian students 
willing to finance their medical educe* 
tion, students from Bhutan, students 
from states which have no medicel 
colleges and students from countries 
covered by the Colombo plan. It is 
observed that neither ia the U Gov* 
ernor of Delhi entitled to any of these 
privileges for his wards, nor In ibis 
specific Insience does his ward qualify 
for the central reserve quota. 

According to the rules of the Medic* 
al Council of India (MCI) a candidate 
is not allowed to migrate to another 
medical college before he has spent IS 
months in a panicular medical college 
at the end of which the candidate 
appears for his first professional ex* 
amination in anatomy, physiology and 
biocbetDiitrv. This is obvious from two 
cases: Dr Vaishnav. son of Dr Hari 
Vaishnav was allowed to migrate only 
after Ig months of admission, follow* 
ing his father's death; while the ion of 
Dr Atma Prakash, noted, surgeon of 
AIIMS who died recently, was allowed 
to migrate only after 18 months, had 
elapsed. 

ihe question that arises is, does the 
transfer of Vikram Khurana constitute 
a fresh admission or is It a case of 
migration? So far, no specific answer 
has been provide by tbe Maulana 
Asad Medical college officials. 

Protesting against suspected irregu* 
larities, the Junior doctors have 
brought the matter to the notice oi the 
MCI. In a letter to the president of tbe 
MCI the all India federation of junior 
doctors association (AIPJAD) poioied 
out that tha admission of Vikram 
Khurana to HAMC is not in keewng 

with tbe prevalent rules on the follow* 

counts: 

t particular seat which went to 
Vikram f^urana was earmarked for a 
student from Libya. Due to certain 
flaws in the application of the Libyan 
student, ha was sent to Jaipur vrbere 
Khurana waa studying. Vikram Khur* 
ana's admisiiofi cannot be justified on 

{ rounds of as 'exchange' bKauae. MCI 
aes not allow it under any circumef* 
ances. 



S.j. Khunna. caughr in the ecf? 

•The candidate was admitted seven 
months after the banning of tte 
academic session (which started ob 1 
August 1981; and not after the stipu> 


Uted II oMfitha). 

•Tike Candidate*a eppUcatloa aa a gov* 
enuhest of India Bominee for MBBS 
courie was recaived by the union 
oihuatiy for baaldi well beytmd die 
leat date of receipt ni applicadow for 
adnusaioo .to tbe varioua colleges of 
tbe univenity of Delhi. 

•In case the above admiaaion is to be 
interpreted aa a caaa of migration MCI 
rulai 6o sot permit any migretioa 
before the third year of the courae. 
•According to the rules prevailing, 
migration or admisaion under any ape* 
cial circumstances should be rermed 
to the MCI and permission duly 
obtained. 

•Could the candidate be permitted to 
attend claiset with a batch going for 
university etaainationa within 10 
months m hia idmiaiion? The MCI 
rMulatiotta, in thla respect clearly 
annate 18 Booths of study bafore 
the first profesatooel examinadoo. 

With a view to correct the stiuation, 
the federation haa appealed to the 
MCI to cancel the amission of the 
Ciodideti and take action against the 
officials reiponaibla for tbe Incident. 
A Spectal Co f T f ipoBdeot 


MADHYA PRADESH 


Tribal leader 
caught napping 


S I district, 
with 42 
U area of 


ing t 

•Tbi 


KaiM: Baba Jagmohu Das, the tribal 
leeoer of Rampur in 
was recently arrested 
supporters in the Ramayao 
the same district by e contingeni of 
400 conatablef end 2S off iciala. Aaong 
the articles setaed during tbe arrest, 
which took place at night when the 
tribal leader aod bis foUowers were 
asleep, were some old guns, tridents 
and ^licc uoifonns. 

Speakiu to newsmen io Raigarh 
jaJ, tbe Babe said that his primary 
objective of forming a parallel govern* 
Dent wes to obtainlaod for the cribala 
and abolish land revenue. He feels 
that neither tbe Prime Minister nor 
the MP chief minister, Mr Arjun 
Siogh* are ioteresied in the welfare of 
the tribals.' Coosequenily, on 30 
March, the Babe deeded to form a 
parallel government complete with 
Ihe hoisting of a party flag and 
appealed to me people not to pay Uod 
revenue. 

While the bureaucracy felt 
threatened Regbu Thakur, the general 
cecjuiary of the Lok DaL peraonally 
Bet the Babe and urged hiin to give up 
bis ^an of forming a parallel genera* 
inant and resort to sarvtgnh^ picket* 
ing and g/rerao inatee^ m 30 selected 
centres of tbe dktrict. to thla way ha 
argued, the Babe could urge tbe gov* 
•mmcni to tiioafcr c orr u pt otfloala 
and employers. The Baba agreed; 
Alihoug)) the eosuiog daeioiwu ation 
sma hM DO a very tmall acele I 0 
Dbaramjaygerh the admielatredcB 


panicked. A strategy was worked out 
and the Baba arrested. 

A member of the Lok Dal, the Babe 
has been in active politics since 19S6 
following In the footsteps of the sodal* 
ist foUowers of Dr Rem Manoher 
Lohia, He had activaly participated in 
several moveoieats and joined the late 
jaya Prakash Narayan. The 197S 
Emergaocy found the Baba bohiod 
bars ^r ancl-fovamiBtni activities. Io 
January 1977, tbe Babe fint voic^ hia 
idea of forminga parallel government. 
It wea to figfatlevouritism and ewrup* 
timi ia tbe admioistratioD and promote 
the interest of the tribala In the reglcm. 
But even before be could begin, be and 
his 92 follower^ who cuee them* 
salves the **poU^men of the Babe 
Jegmohan government* and worn 
pofke qaifonaa, were arrested. After 
tbe Jinau govenuaent withdrew the 
caaes against tham, the Baba once 
again draded to form a paralitl gov* 
enuDeoi and loured the 400 rlUagea 
arouid the Ramayeo Hills area. A 
300-paga report was prepared with the 
help «Mr Raghu Tbakur. the 1^ Dal 
leader. The report quoted Inttancet of 
corruption, of fnads allocated 

for tnbtl welfare Incoapletlaa of de* 
velopmtntsJ worn, aod wm sent to 
eheeancreaDd state goveraaaots, but 
the peralk! government never mate^ 
lalii^. The queationihm arisee la vrtiy 
did the government peak sAao dha 
only weapooa foasd In the Bahti’a 

oM fl«M aw 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


Pawn in the hands 
of super powers 


BhAioufl. Witttm MgHAiri' 

m*d Hoiiiin ii in wiry 

mtn whQ garlandi hlmMlI with fpld 
ntcklicii, wiiri ^nncy Pr«n«li diilg* 
n«r luld itid drlvM around ihli duicy 
diiart town In a Mtrcadti limouiLnt 
that la oftan hold up hy larii hardi of 
•raiini Mta. At tha iga or 33. whan 
many or hla contamporartaa art ailll 
nonada and Kill land to ihaap for a 
llvallhood, ha la a multlmllUnnalra. a 
banaficlarV of tha conitruction bootn 
that Morocco haa aiJmulatad In tha 
Wtitam Sahara. 

A couplt of hundrad milaa from 
harOi Liaut. ChdldJI Lahcan la in* 
volvad in another antarprUa. tha da* 
fanaa of tha Waitarn Sahara againit a 
Harxiat ltd guarrUla organisation 
known as tha Pollsarie Front, which 
has baao fighting Morocco for tho Uat 
savan'yaari for control of this phoa* 

C hatO'Kch fomar Spaniih poiaatsion. 

leuranant Lahcan, alao 33 yaan old 
and also intania artd sinawy. con* 
mands a unit that, along with 100.000 
cthar Moroccan soldlars, guards tha 
2l0*mUa*long haaelly fonJJiad ba/m, 
or mud wall, that tha Moroccans hiva 
fashiocwd to protect communidas Ukt 
El'Aloun and Stnara from hii*and*run 
raids by the Polisario, which racaivaa 
sophisticated weapons—Soviet* 
siade—from neighbouring Algeria and 

U^a 

The two men have never mat. and 

C er their endeavours in these sandy, 
lack rock'Strewn wastes are linked in 
a common cause that bat suddenly 
raised the possibility that what was 
until now an irritating localised spit* 
ting match could become a wider rt* 

K nal conflict, one that could involra 
United States and the Soviet Un* 
ion. Tha Reagan administration, which 
has obtained mUiiary transit ri^ts In 
Morocco, says it is committed to tha 
defense ana security of this North 
African kingdom. And although it has 
publicly insiitad that It would like to 
see the Wesceni Sahara di^ta rt- 
solved through a peaceful sattlement. 
tha recant vlaii bare by Joseph Varner 
Reed Jr., the American ambaMador to 
Rabat, was vrldaly aaan as a signal of 
tacit American support to Morocco's 
inilltary strategy, of which the defense 
of the WMCinsSaharm is the linchpin. 
The United Sates has sharply nep^ 
up Its inalUgence activltlei In Moroc¬ 
co, Including aerial moeitorlag ef the 
Western Sahara, according a well- 

B leed Waetem diplomatic sources a 
ibai. 

The American relationship with 
Morocco, a oouncry the siao of Califor- 
BMeediMaamulMloaefJl bUIJoq 
SdbJm. tea mmed tbo PoUearla 


which charactariiai the Moroccan 
''cause'* as simply an "annaxation" of 
the Wesiam Sahara and tha imposi¬ 
tion of a form of naocolonlal rule. 
Waitem intalligance reports suggest 
that tha IS.OOO-man Polisario guerrilla 
farce is Increasingly being Strang- 
thanad ^ fresh supplies M 


Sovlat- 


mada surface-io-aJr i^iUts, T55 tanks 
and armoured parsonnaJ carriari cap* 
able of traversing tha desert at iraat 
speeds. "Ws ere aware of the PoTlsar* 
lo'i military activity, and wo are fullv 
prepared to counter all threats now,** 
said CoJonel Major Abdalasir Banonl. 
the chief of staff of the Moroccan 
southern command in Agariw. "U tlivre 
was no foreign interferenci* in the 
region, there would be no war. If our 

*niIghbourlng countries wanted to stop 
Ibis war, it would be easy for us to live 
in Mace." 

Despite two unsucctsaful attacks in 
thmWasiem Sahara last January by 
the Polisario and a senes of smaH 
raids aimed at breaching the berm. 






Si ^ 


V 


KJnt ifassan 27; committed lo 


which Is equipped vricb sophisticaiud 
American-maaa alectronie sensors to 
warn the Moroccans about marauders, 
the Moroccan forces remain conf ident 
chat the wall will continue to ba the 
key ba^er batweao the PoUsario'i 

K trols and the Moroccaa army, a 
rriar that the guerrilla* won't be 
abla to storm. Implicit in Uui confi¬ 
dence is a belief that fresh supplies of 
American ams could ba put to use in 
this area m defend Morocco's "cause." 

For the S2-year*otd ICing Hassan n, 
chls "causa* is aothing mm than ax* 
anisiai a historical soveraign^ over 
the CmoradMlxed territory. To da- 
Boosentt his coauaitmant to the eco* 
nook oowth of what Mtmoccens of aU 


political penuailoni call their *$afMl^ 
an province," tha monarch is funnel- 
Ing more thap «na billion dollars a 

C sar—money proHdad by Saudi Are* 
la^^ that towns Ilka Iraara and 
El-Aioun can ba tranifomitd Into 
thriving communities. 

It is no longer roertly an effort to 
win the heans and minds ef only the 
Saharaoa, of whom there are about 
7S,000 In the region and most of whom 
already appear to have been bewitch¬ 
ed by Morocco’s largasaa. There are no 
taxes in the Western Sahara, lo the 
builnatiman Ilka Mohammad Hpasaln 
Matala uka home everything they 
oiake. Thera are no customs laviaii so 
that Rolax witches, Christian Dior 
shirts and Givenchy perfumes cost 
substantially leM hare than In Burdpg. 
FrMh meat and vegatablai era dally 
flown In from tha vardani piiturai of 
the north, where rhaia Itami cost four 
times whit they do in tha battiri af 
EJAloun. Housing is virtually free 
hare, and tha govammant is busily 
moving occupants of tho Bldonvillas, 
or shantytowns, into nait, domed vU- 
Jai built by Mr Matala. Physicians ilka 
Reread Mohammad Majbar are being 
brought in to the Western Sahara at 
high salaries to augment medical ser¬ 
vices. New ho^itals and hotels are 
being raised. Schools are sprouting 
like desert cactus, and there are more 
reachars here chan in the capital city 
of Rabat. 

What is going on these days in tha 
Waitarn Suara is also no longer King. 
Hessen’s exploitation of tha Moroccan 
narional "cause" to bolster his Intarnal 
political standing, which currently 
appears ro be strong. Rather, tha 
King’s audience is increasingly inter- 
national, and after years of indlffer* 
ence to public opinion in other Afrlcen 
states and in the West, Morocco now 
seems anxious to offer its efforts in the 
Western Sahara not only as a showcase 
of economic devdopment. but also as 
proof that its rule here is benign and 
oeneficUl to the aspirations of tha 
locals. 

The Moroccan effort now appears to 
be designed to convince the mterna- 
tional community that these aspire* 
tions include a union with Morocco. A 
recent visitor hare was introduced by 
Governor Salah Zectirag of El-Aioun to 
a dosen town elders who scoffed at tha 
idea that Saharans tvould side with the 
Polisario. "They art nothing bur brl- 

I inds.” said Bashir Abaddin, thq praai- 
ant of the local munldptl council, of 
(he guerrillas. "They neve brought 
nothing but death and destruction to 
the Sahara. They are not Saharans." 
Not only 'art there municipal and 
neighbourhood councils in Saharan 
cooununitlas. there are* pUc four 
Saharan rcmasantaolves in the 264- 
member Moroccan-national Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Local officials heroi as well as for¬ 
mer nomads like Zama Mohammad 
who have moved into new free hous¬ 
ing, are derisive about the Polisarlo'i 
daiffl that it has set up a SaHara Arab 
democratic republic la the Western 
Bahara. Mrs Mohanuned, a large aff- 



vi/Rll^esca^ 

It's 8 great feeling.The time's just right. Share the momer>t with 8 great taste. Nescafe. 
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wh«n asked about the roiisano. ^^Ine niTUSter HonABBied Aoucena and recordaf. The preeeni city councO 
Sahara is our Sahara, the king is our secretary of state Abdelh^ Tazi'^tbe members admit they do not like the 
king," she said i& Arabica, a conunent OAlTs ectioo in effect paints the Haa- newcomers, but say they are net discTt* 
(hat clearly pleased the visitor's gov* san re^me as a colonial power of minating. The Bhagwan himself has 
ernment escort, Mohammed Sebbani. occupation in Western Sahara, and not spoken since April last year. 

King Hassan’s regime takes the Poll* also renders invalid the King's offer of Although his 250,000 followers wort* 
serio’s claim fkr more seriously chan a ceasefire and an* intemaiionally* d^de miss their master's voice, they 
do (he residents of communities like supervised referendum in the dis* can hardly accuse him of reticence. 
El'Aioun. That is because the Polisario pueed territory. *We have rio doubt The ‘Silent Sage" as his own publicio 
Front. In a developmnt that cook ibe that Morocco will win any referen* labels him, uttered 33 million words 
Moroccans by surprise, was recognised dum." Mr Boucette said. An assessment during seven years of daily discourses, 
in February by the Organisanon of that is shared by senior Western and These were copied into 335 txMki. 
African Unity <OAU) as its flfty*fint European ambassadors in Rabat. costir^ from $3.9$ for See to $330 for 
member. The action considered a di* Ko one now knows whether there is The ^and of Ranniog Wafer. The 
plomatic coup for Algeria and Libya, is going to be a referendum. Soldiers like Rajneesh comm one makes its con* 
beingspirjtedly (hough belatedly chai* L4eutenant Lahcen are cerrain. howev* siderable income from sales of such 
lenged by Morocco and at least 20 er, that the prospects of a ceasefire are books and video cassettes aod volun* 
other OAU members, who want the even remoter. 6ne day recently near tary donations from members. It is 
organ 12 at ion to rescind its recognition Smara, surrounded by crates full of in vestinguptu 20 mill ion dollars in the 
of the PoHsario. So split is the OAU on mortar rounds, a sharp desert wind farm city, hoping for 2,000 members 
(his matter that many African and was howling outside, "wars are e pro by the rear 2000, Bhagwan’s eclectic* 
Western diplomats express concern dua of pohiks,” he said, in French, tsm includes parts of Hassidism, Suf* 
about the survival of the group as a ‘This war will end hy politics, not on ism, Taoism. Yoga, Zen, Tanirism and 
regional organisation. the battlefield." Chrutianiry. but he makes a radical 

From Morocco's perspective—as ar* Prenay B. Gupte departure V embracing materialism. 

He IK in favour of science, technology, 
capitalism, "the freedom to be un* 
equal" and luxury If you like it (and 
can afford iri Marxism, communism, 
s'ocialism. ,i(jd the Soviet Unton ara 
given the Satanic role. 

His disciples m Oregon are almost 
all well educated, middle class whites 
from advanced countries. 90 per cent 
of (hem Americans. They seem tran* 
quit, relaxed, cheerful, devoid of the 
pushy proselytising of other new reli* 
giems. It is difficult to imagine them in 
"dynamic meditation," a central tech* 
nique of Bhagwan's described thus: 
"Fast, chaotic breathing ... Catharsis. 
Let go, be mad, scream, cry, jump up 
and down shouting boo! hoo! hoo! so 
that the sound hammers deep into the 
sex centre. Give it all you have, ex* 
haust yourself in reaching a cres* 
cendo." 

The disciples are vegetarian but 
permitted to smoke and drink and 
engage in sex of iheir clioice with the 
admonition of trying not CO hurt 
another. At the ranch, the pioneer 
residents have been selected for their 
special skills: accounting, building, 
horticulture, law and public relation' 
About a dosen of them are British. 
Peter Weight claims fairly safely to 
have been the only swami to nave 
worked in the House of Commons. He 
is now Anand Subhuti, who combines 
maoual work at the commune with 
help in writing publicity material. Mr 
Weight, now aged 36, was a lobby 
correspondent for the Birmingham 
Poat from 1972*74 and again in 1976 
after returning from Pune as a swam/. 
He beard Bhagwan *on the spiritual 
grapevine" and began to read. It 
seemAd to offer his answer for. as he 
explained, "most spiritual movements 
avoid dealing with negatives like an* 
ger, hatred, jealousy, sexual repres* 
sions. Many sects have gender separa* 
tion, so you never even get to experi* 
ence sesrual jealousy end that's the 
reason for the separation. That strikes 
me as unreal." ne said. 

ChriMopber Reed 
^ anar^emern wkh The Guardian 


RELIGION 


The Silent Sage reviews 
American freedom 


Oregon (USAX Every afternoon, Bhag* 

won Sree Rajneesh, the Indian guru 

who believes in Western capitalism, 

goes for a drive in one of his four Rolls 

Riiyces, bumping along 14 miles of dirt 

road from his ashram on his way to 

Madras. He dresses in a white, knitted 1;.' 

cap and a loose white garment of 

synthetic material (he is alleruc to HUkcSildBg 

wool), regally waving a wbite-^oved 

hand to nis disciples. The^ are all 

dressed at his behest, in shades of red. 

Today, Bhagwan is at the wheel of his 
blue Comic he—rather than hia white, 
gold or black one—and thc^ scene 
makes a colourful splash against the 
barren 

But he is a long way from India. This 
Madras is e sleepy lirde town deep in 
the cattle country of central Oregon, 

53-miles from Bhag wan's new ashram, 
a too sq miles derelict farm called Big Bhagwan Rajnet 
Muddy Ranch. His organisation inaity diseoarsai 

bought It last year for six million «- 

dollars, renamed it Rajneeshpuram or The ‘Enli^te 
City of Rajneesh and plan to make it be reviewing his 
"paradise on earth." Bhagwan left his ican toieraoce si 
original ashram in Pune after criticism disciples, about 
of nis community which practises a nave reeeri 

degree of sexuaf freedom uoaccept* don frooi Ibe In 
able to the Indian press. He came to alisation Servk 
America, he said, necausa ir is "the appealing again 
most open minded, free and deinocra* they are residin 
tic country in the world (which) Theirstaiemeac 
guarantees freedom from religious eiterapts by loci 
persecutions (and has) • proud tradi* the town rathei 
tion of tolerance and accepunce." over. 

This wide*cyed view has been some* . ‘Some saoyft 
what clouded by shrill accusetlont of a eall themselves) 
takeover from residents of the nearest said David Knai 
town. Antelope, a comnunicy of 40 leaders. Five of i 
peem IB muea from, the commune, will be up for i 
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In tune with the times! 





Spring Sour>d$ '82. An odyssey 
of musical luminanes. From silvery 
melodies to pungent harmonies. 
From full-bodied rock to funk-tir> 9 ed 
flights of fun. A barrage of hot smash 
unleashed by legendary vocal wizards 
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Ebonee Webb« Olivia Newton - 
John, Sheena Easton. Cliff Richard, 
8iUy Squier... A super collection that 
will whirl you round with crunching 
big beats, rhapsodk ballads and 
rocking love romps. 

Spring Sounds *82. A hand¬ 
picked cdiection from the world 
over. 

* Cliff Richard—Wired for 
Sound. Declared Gold in the UK 
and remained constant in (he Top 50 
for 22 weeks 

Tracks: Once in a While. Broken Doll, 
Your Love. Daddy's Horrve. 

* Olivia Newton • John — 
Physical. Winner of 3 Grammys, 

8 Arr^rican Music Awards and 
multiple honours from various 
international music organisations 
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* Anita Sarawak. An LP 

intfodudng Amta Sarawak, Asia's 

super songstress 

Tracks: What'd I say. I was Free. 

Take what you Find. Voulez Vous. 

* Ebonee Webb. Featured in 
the U.S. Disco and Slack 
Contempora^ Charts for 22 weeks. 

* T'Connectlon — Everything 
Is Cool. 'Groove City', the title track 
cracked the American Disco Top tO. 
The LP hung in the top half of the 
chans for more than 20 weeks. 

* Sheena Easton — You 
Could've Been With Me. Sheena. 
the winner of a Grammy nomination 
for the Best New Artiste."... theLPis 
too deep to highlight a few cuts. All 
ten are exquisite" — Cash Box. 

Ain: 2i ZdU^ Wagce* bnd 'HCOdfm* 
Vat«i£ Arw« ‘Oaco • v^nos 

ArtsiR fftm fiart' - j Bmd Trne 
VcokJ^' — une ^ UriO 'OfOtaW > (kry 
U S aono The v*de Wovs Otnvg' > TVt 
TrarrmpB 'Oon’tSayMs' ^MySouir 


muMW 

IntemattonBi Music Division 


Ibday^nuiclOCMf! 





THE WORLD 


Sirlmavo*! allegatioiu 



found htr guilty 
at «btu* of Mwtf. rocoiiily 
•iipreMod foort ihti ibe 


fMvrul 

Krjuly, 


? .- 




Ur$ SirlnivQ Bondtr* 
ftntiko, iho forAof PriiM 
Minittor of Sri LoaIw, wbo 
wii deprived of her dvk 
righia efier • PrMidenci&I 


July, if held el tU, Aighi 
not oe free end feir. Givug 
reeoRi for her fe«n» Hn Bea> 
Mid rbet iW die 
Iriet dtveiopeieat eouacil 
•teetloRi bM peer weN iig> 
ged, Che former Comaktt»ee< 
rr of Electiont «rae 'rucired* et 
SS erheu he could hire ien>*J 
riU 60 end hae pbee wei cakeo 
by e Preeideoiae] leoeterut 
ollkUl. Uit Beedveeeihe 
elee told thet in ea erreeipc to 
preveni her from eddrewing 
•betioB aeetingp. the pr«> 
Met eoverumeut might even 
decide to »top tboM peopb 
de^tved of civk rights from 
eddr^ieg mettiogv Accord¬ 
ing (o her '*rbe fwesent gov- 
emmeot cen't possibly re i u i ii 
to power if free end deeeocn* 
tk electieat ere held * 


Basque N-plant conflict 


The director of e nueber 
power centre in BUbeo, on the 
border of Spein, wes iisenin- 
eted by BTA (B^ue Mperet* 
isr or^niserion) gunmen re* 
cently. In ^enuary lest yeer a 
chief eeganeer of the same 
project, whkh is stall under 
cenKTuctioA. wee eleo esses* 
sineted by the ETA. After this 
iocideot the scmhauionomous 


Basque governieeDi bed 
(orvM a public corperaiioe 
to coaiinuc with the project. 
The Basque netionelw party. 
PNV, ebims thet the project 
has the lupport of the major* 
ity of the Basque peopb, but 
the ETA resents the fact that 
the nueber pbat is situated 
dose to the industrial dry of 
BUhae. 


Afghan 

rebels 

unite 

BevcD feuding factioos of 
tite Afghan renstance front 
have managed to bury their 
ideological differeocea eaad 
unite to drive the Euasiana 
out of the couaoy and to 
estahUsh an Islank aceta in 
AfghanUfao. The Islamic 
allisRcet' headquarters will 
be in the Pakistani oonh sreat 
frontbr pcovince capital of 
Feahawtr, frem where guer* 
rtllM can freely cross over 
into Affhanistao. The 
aUlthcs commands over 
200,000 armed rebels and in 
cbancea of succesa are rated 
high. b ihtlirac time the 
feuding groups have eoaie 
together under bee roof end 
iMed I esMee bedar. 




Tsarist 

coffin 
on show 

The cctfin of the sister*iD4ew 
of dm Isjt Tier has been 
It on public dbpby at the 
;uasiaA orchodea church at 
the Carden sf Gethaemaaie in 
JerusaboL The Crend puch* 
ess Elisabeth Foodorovoa. 
widow of Che last Tsar and 
^od daughter of Queen Vic¬ 
toria. wei ihrowB down a 
alneehaft by Russian revohi* 
tionarles 64 yean ago. The 
cpffin along with that of her 
maidservant, Barbara, who 
died with bu, had lab b the 
besemeot of the church stnee 
1920 wte the Navy 

took them there. Tms is the 
ooly coffis of • member of the 
Tsar's family oo Baaby any* 
b the vserld. 


Hunt for Nasi doctor 


Simon Wiescnibal who has 
made it hb life's oiHmon to 
hunt down survivbg Neu 
bedera. recently stated thei 
he was close to catching the 
necorioos concentration esnp 

' arc?% 


held respensil 


•t best 


400,000 murders. Dr Mengsb. 
better known as the 'Angel of 
Death,'is suspected to be 
moving between Paraguay, 
Uruguay and Bolivia and u 
believtd to be suffering from 
cancer, according to Mr 
Wiesenthal. 


Egypt may re-enter 
Arab fold 


The Gulf nates have re* 
portedly reached s consensus 
to upgrade relstioni with 
Egypt and to bring it bach to 
Ibe Arab fold. Recently. Kbg 
KhaJid of Saudi Arebjs heo 
Beetin^ with the lender of 
the United Arab Eimrstes, 
Shaikh Zayed al Nahian and 
the Kuwaiti foreign minisier, 
Sheikh Sabah aJ Ahmed. At 
this meeting, the Gulf war 
and ihe E|^|^questbn were 


discussed. 


>re are alio un 


confinned reports that the six 
countries gtouped b tho Gulf 
CooperariOB Council will hold 
a suflsmit to diKusi Arab rale* 
tioos with E|»i. Morocco is 
taking the baa in coaxi^ the 
Arab bagua to draw EiDpt 
into Che fold. But Egypt nas 
reacted with cynical mdiffer* 
ence to this move and an 
adivsor of President Mubarak 
recently dlimissed talk of di* 

t lomaiic approaches to Cairo 
y Arab countries. 


Nicaragua draws 
closer to Russia 

Many Ntcaraguans bclbve 
chai the visit of chair leader, 
Mr Daniel Ortega, to the 
Soviet Union will have a deci¬ 
sive influence on whether or 
not the country will take the 
socialistic path. The vist of Mr 
Ortega is being viewed with 
much constemation by West¬ 
ern countriee espedally in 
view of the widespread belief 
that Nicaragua has a hand b 
the El Salvador conflict. The 
Soviet Union has already 
pledged to help Nicaragua in 
fbl» like the cninem in* 
duatry. 



Dtaiet On^ 


Briefly 


Prisoners 
released 
in Thailand 

Under e royal amnetty 
which came into effect on S 
May^^^OW prisoners indud* 


740 foreign pfi 
rdeaaod f 


'ison* 

eri have beee releasod from 
Thailand jails. More than 
40,009 00m prisoners will 
have their aentanc es reduced 
under the amnaety. 


Russia paya 
compensation 

The Soviet Union bes 
agreed to pay up one millioo 
Krona (ab<Mt C9o,000) as com* 
pensatioD to Swt^n over the 
stranding of a Soviet sub* 
mtfifle near a Swediata naval 
base laac year. Tha inddear 
had caused e furore whidygi 
one $cafc,threetennd to aaoe^ 
ball into a major codflkt 
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Check the following symptocne 

• Do you get tired eoetly? 

e Does inojgMtion cause you sfaepiess nights? 

• Do you notice o Joss 0 / oppetite? 

• Do you /ull ilJ often? 

The liver stores sugar and nutrients. It controls 
digestion, tl breaks down fat. It can even strengthen 
your defence against illness. Therefore, if your liver 
jsn’t working as It should, you could get tired easily, 
suffer from flatulence and constipation, feel full and 
listless before meals or even fall ill very often. 





liv- 


Live well 
with UV-UP 

With iust two le blots of 
UV-UP twice a day. 
you can get the most 
uul of lifcfl 




An age-old formula with 13 powerful herbs. 

LIV-UP has 13 time-tested herbs such as Punaraava. 

Katuki. Chlratta. Amla. etc. which work together to 
stimulate your liver and to restore your body's , 
well-being. ■ • ' 

LIV-UP improves bile secretion and digestion, acts as I / I 
a laxative, improves fal digestion, and can even help 1 M 

correct liver dlBordars due to alcoholism. ^ 

LiV-UP is available in tablet form. UV-UP kee^ your Tom up your livtr. 

whole family feeling good, active and alive. All Ihe time. And you Iom up your wMo body. 
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What thelran-lraq war is about 

I rK|*| ain in atuckiai Inn in f .... ' ' '' Offieea CAmmittaa nf th# Ulamic 

8tpt*mbar 1980 ««< to mIm I 
tbe Shatt al-Anb oj^iiary—4 
watorwar that runr into tha 
Gull ana has Iona boeo dii* 


I raq's aim in attackini Inn in 
Saptamhar 1980 ra to aoiio 
tbe Shatt al-Anb aa^iiary—« 
watarwar that runa into tha 
Gull ana has loaf boeo dii* 

S utad by bo|b panias. Uoraoyar, 
bllia lluaJinu in Iraq iom S5 imt 
cane of tha country's popt^tm; 
President Saddam Hussain has 
bean anfarad by Ayaeollah 
Khomalni'a rapaaead calls to fallow 
Shi'iias to revolt and overthrow 
him. 

InnJias three times tha popule' 
tlon of triq ond an army oi s5d,000 
aquipp^ with US anna, as opp oa ed 
to Iraq's 250,000 armed with sbvlei 
equipment. But both had fallao oai 
with thait respective patrons. Iran's 
equipment wai known to be poorly 
raaintained since tha US pullout; 
their armed forces wan a sail daci* 
mated Uaderlaaa group. Saddam 
hoped Co cake advent^ of Iran's 
internal disorder to infilcc a mlUi* 
ary d^aat on them, achieve his 
main political aim and amerga as 
leader of tha Arab world. 

The Iraqi army attacked on a 
1,000 km front extending from tbe 
Zagros Mountains lo the Gulf; it 
usM ten inf antiy divisions and two 
armoured diviafons. supported by 
air. As anticipated. Iran was only 
able to throw one'fifcb the number 
of their aircraft and half their total 
tanks into action. Tbe Iraqis occu> 
pied a strip of about 40 km in depth 
all alone the front except in the 
north, wnere the Iranlaoi captured 
a email bulge of Iraqi territory. 
Both annies tbaa baltM and were 
unable to make any baadway. 

Tbe Iraqis seemed to be in a 
favourable positloe. They control* 
led Che Abadan oU inscallatioB 
which was deserted; Abadan be¬ 
came a ghost town occupied by a 
few Revoluiiona^ Guards who 
emerged every night to shoot "God 
is Great”. The Inqii reorganised 
themselves for' dmenca and re- 
duud thair forces to ei^t holding 
diviiioQSjkeaping tbe remainder hi 
reserve. They announced chat they* 
were preperM to a ceasefire and 
peace talks. Iran's dargy saw the 
war as a blesshif^r wet the one 
issue that drew popular patriotic 
approval Ayatellab Khomeini r^ 
fuM a ceeMfIre and insisted on a 
total withdrawal oi Iraqi forces. 
The conflict rban became n 
‘observer's war*, with static poets 
■long the front engaging one 
another with ardUmy, taan end 
mortar fire. TW UM end Pdaectoe 
Uberadon OrgaaisidDa failed in 
their initial enercs to mediate. 

Om the year, the odds moved in 
IrM^a fevw. Tmu^ Iren had in* 
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iaaue OB vdkkb there is BO diaagren 
meni. It is tha ooly inorale*raIciBg 
factor in tren. On the othar hand, 
Iraq is finding it difficult icT gaaar* 
ata public support to cha struggle; 
nadooal aemce and a spell ei the 
front is not popular. Effort is mada 
te insulate m public ftocp tbe real 
coat of the war; there are baavy 
subeidiee to keep tbe once oi food 
and fual low. Meenv^lle, the Shan* 
el'Anb which used to be shared, is 
now useless to both. Iraq bes i^* 
fared economically. Her produc* 
tlon has been reduced to onenhird 
of tbe pre-war level; what is pro- 
ducsd has (0 be mov^ by ptpellns 
via Syria ro Turkey. The closure of 
Abaosn hes burt Iran, but iba nev* 
ar used the estuary and is abla to 
operats teruUnals uving direct ac* 
€e« to the Gulf; there is no immedi* 
ete denger of cn ecoaomic collapse. 

On tCs ennirersary of the first 
year of tbe war, Iren broke the 
stalemate with a sudden attack on 
tbe Abedan Front. The defenders 
were surprised, 2,000 were ukeo 
priaooer end Abfdan was libersted. 
Another factor that influencas 
Iraq's saarch lor peace is that the 
non-aligned saovemaet agrefi in 
1978, tMt it would hold its nest 
moating in Baghdad in September 
1982. VRieB Iraq is o cake over the 
movement's presideccy from Cuba. 
If the site Is raanged, ma Iraqis will 
suffer a loss of raeo So Prslsident 
Saddam has sent a peace pn^osel 
to ^esideai SekoS Toure of 
Guinea, the Chairmea of tbe Good 


The great powers are 
actively er>gagad in their 
behina the scane opera¬ 
tions in the Iran-lraq 
war.-.Abofhassan Bani- 
Sadr has said that “when 
Iran is worn out, the USA 
will Intervene to ImpoM 
an Islamic di^torship 
such as In Pakistan, or a 
mlHttaiy one like in Tur- 
. kev—(n anv caee Pro- 


Offices Committee of tbe Ulsmic 
Co nto ence vrtiicb visited Baghdad 
and Tehran in early March. Iraqi 
^fleials say that once peace talks 
show signs of prograss, baq would 
bs prepared to start a stagM with* 
drawal from tha territory it hat 
oecttpiad. Nothing is said iMut the 
Shan and other issues that the war 
ia Mppoaedly about. 


Maenwhile, Iren launched a 
second offansivt in March this 
yaar, which coat Iraq several 
thousand wlseners and a further 
loas of t ar mo ry whkhlraq clainu is 
cha result of e deliberate withdraw¬ 
al as a prelude to peace talks. But 
Iraq's morale is ■^tg<"| Nineteen 
months after ho marched hla anny 
into Iran, Fresldaet Saddam has 
baan obUged to switch his thoughts 
from sanexation to axtricatioQ. 

Tids conflict should teach India 
an important lesson. Thm has 
been a growing iniacotteeptio& chat 
our armed forto should prepare, 
erganiaa and train thamselvas to i 
war that will be ibon and sharp, 
with tha UN intervening to impose 
a ceasefire. This concept hes fer* 
reaching implications on India's 
strategic and tactical planning. 
Though the Iraq-Iren war has not 
been a sh^ one, we can ba sure 
that the great poMts are there, 
actively engaged in their behind- 
tha-ecene operations. Abolhassan 
Bani-Sadr. the deposed Iranian 
President, has said that ‘when Iran 
is worn out, tha US will intervaoe to 
impose an Islamic dictatorship, 
sou as in Pakistan, or a militno 
one Uka in Turkay^in any case 
pro-Wastern.” There are others 
who predict that Iran's current tur¬ 
moil wiU push cha ruling mullahs 
toward iDcreesing elignmont with 
Sovtet-bloc countries Significantly. 
Ubyen, North Korean. Southern 
Vemani and Syfian iDreUigence ex- 
pm are in Tehran lohemAvatol* 
lab Khomeini deal with bomb 
attacks and assassinations. 

Iraq, which is backed by tha pr^ 
Western Arab world chat has seat it 
armed volunteers, while trying to 
cod things 00 the Iran front, nas 
curoed its wrath on its hostile 
neighbour Syria which has backed 
Imi thnmghout the war. Iraq has 
declsred its support for the alhanca 
ed SWian oppesittoi factions led by 
the Muslim BrodmiltDod. In rstalia- 
timt, Syria has seal^ off Iraq's oil 
pipe>liaes to Turkey. Owing to tbe 
nighly personaltsad nature of West 
Allan politics, a govefuneot's poli¬ 
cies are iaveriably linked to the 
prestige, eredibtUty and even sur¬ 
vival of tha country's leadership. 
This makes it diffficult to a leader * 
te be seen by tbe people as ‘back: 
ieg down*. 







Kshitimohan Sen: 
A centennial tribute 


“Eka Nava Ratan KahrUmohan.’ That was how Owijendranath Tagore described or>e of our 
greatest national teachers, Kshitlnx>han Sen. For, this dose assodate of Rabindranath 
Tagore combined in his single self the learr>ing of all the nine jewels of Vikramaditya's court. 
He was not only proficient In Sanskrit and the Indian languages but also in the Indian religious 
texts. A great visionary, he was one of the few people who helped Tagore set up Santlniketan. 
But Ksnitimoh'an Sen will always be remembered for his interest in Indian folk literature and 
culture especially the Bauls of Bengal. KSHITIS ROY pays tribute to the versatility of the great 

master in this centQonial year of his birth. 


P indir h* c«rttinly Mvaat ct wide-ranfiiif 

inumu and verutUity. Ht wu aIm • tbsnri % 
put iBut«r of chc ctiuktl ktrtiMt of India 
bounnlni with the Vedu and wa« ra^udad u an 
authority on cartain atpectt of Sia»Indian irvdiea. 
An eirponenc of lUbindraaach Tanort'a Ufa and wotk, he 
wai hia r^bihaod nan ai Santimketan and nade anoy 
conthbutidnt to the academic, aodai. cultural and 
creationaJ aapacti of caapua Ufa. After the death of 
Rabindranath^the euru of the nhnm he co-eperaied 
wholebeartadly to fill in the vacuum the beat way he could. 
And when Viivabhanti became a univanity. he accepted 
the office of vica^hancellor for a while, to ract^hoa of 
hii valued lervkee to the liutlcutiOQ over a Mrioe of nearly 
half a century. Vievabhanti conferred on aim it» hiebaat 
honour—the deiraa af Daailionnma, a dda davlaad by him 
to mean a araat Pathfinder. 

Ha was alTthia and much more. Buipenenally spaaldnf, I 
love to recall him as a dreleas pUgrim of the Indian Path 
fJherit Pmnth) and as a seeker of the soul of India, a seeker 
of her wealth of mind end heart, la the preface to his book 


saveat d wide-ranging 
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his own conception of Bherar Ptath in the following words: 
*^1 mankind is God's own famiW end yet in every country 
we sea many disparities and diffWenees between nao and 
man. India is notorioua for tka social discrimination she 
txarcises against vaac seaments of bar population. And yet 
it was in Indie that a call was givan for the equality and 
unity of the entire osankind. Great men of India have 
consistently declared that salvatioo of manfciAd depends on 
the removd and abolition of the divieiva forces, tnere 
been, therefore, an aoomaly in India, right from the 
beginning of history between vdiei has been and what 
shMid be. 

*ln order to bridge these many differences between man 
and man, the Dispenser of Inoia'i Deetiay has deputed, 
down Che ages, His messengart and prophet s equal to the 
task of reconciliation. Bui cne xatk remains unfulfilied xHl 
this day. And as long as it docs remain ao He will surely 
continue to sand more of his emisaariea. 


‘*Mahavira, Buddha. Hama. Krishna. Basuva, Ramtoan' 
da, fUvidas. kabir, Nanak. Cbaicanya, Dadu and ocher such 
men of God of the past, had all ot them uzidtrtaken this 
great task of bridge>buildiog. Our preaeat day aaiacs and 


bean tka conduaion raacbed by RaWadranath Tagore from 
his read^ of India’s history. 

"God in India revels in diveralcies. Thai is wto in India 


a revels in diveralcies. Thai is in Ind ia 
i civilisation of compenciva^.weak peoplo 
I engulfed or liquidated by chose who ware 
tfler or stronger. The weu and the strong 
land, aide ij siga. In MdeaWe naigbbeuA^ 


the culture gad civUisation of com; 
could never be engulfed or liquids 
cultural^ a mri er or stronger. Th 
coeaisi in tarn Ittd, aide ij aide, b 
aess, Diffqraagfi aaed not nneesH 

40 ' 
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enmity. Peihapa the presiding Dmty of India desires to 
promote Sjaity and goM fellowship between man of diverse 
faiths. Perhapa, He wisKes to bring about a unity and 
synthesis amongst the divesae faiths and cultures of the 
world with India as Hia base. One does not coma across a 
parallel phenomenon in any ocher part of the world. 
Elsewhere, the strong has prevailed over the weak follow¬ 
ing the lew of the survival of the strongest. That undoubted- 
Iv renders the solution of tbe-problem simpler end easier. 
But that has never been India’s vray. 

"It is in the higbccc truths of Ibe Indian scriptures chat 
India has given e sptea sion to her noblesi aspirations. That 
holds gem for all religiona. li is in its flame that a lamp 
reveals its inner potential Similarly, man reveals himseB 
in the highest truth of his soul—whkh is religion. 

'*Our curure is constituted with our cultivation of the 
mundane but our religiMS emerge from the way our spirit 
reaches out to infinitade. Indie's cultums and religions are 
canstitvted with coocributiooi from diverse races and 
natioDB, while the orig in of a perticularcuJture Is doc easy 
to determina, a reh^on is easy to identify from its 
defHwnlnetioc ReUgloss are geomllr nemed after their 
founders. It is nodMble, however, that the Hindnism of 
Indie was not founded or pmpegaicd at any pertkuler age 
by any p a i Tk iil ar p r oph et or messiah. One mev, tWofore, 
describe It ee e pheoAenen aw desimed or feihlonod by 
any indlvlduaL TUs is a religion wbidi tBorged out of • 
conglcaeraciM of diveree cultures or dvilisetions which at 
soma dma or the ocher found shelter in our bospitablo land. 
Ttetfore, ntber then desertbing Hinduism ee founded by 
•ome MlTldual, Ic would ho bmr CO ofl It bp thfLime «l 
cfa* eMBBT <riwci it 

































«Md to bi RIml 10 dM worid ootsldt. Iv tenfm. 

thtt dw ^dDcdvf religion ihtt bai g o wn %ad dor^md 
here out of the mtbeeu of vtnovs oiAves, w ordtiMo hf 
the Diipenie* or lodU*! Deetij 9 y»eheuM be celled Hladoiv 


reeliee the Truth—by that prince taonsn (be nediemi 
myetics of Indie. KeMr.” 

Quiu early in his life, while yet a student In Ktsfai 
{Benares his blrthpleceX KshitiMoheo Sen be ca g e in¬ 
terested in the life end w^k of K^ir. Be discovered in the 
dohii of KabtL apart from a broad strand of cbc Bhakti cult 
which he imbibed from his guru, Ranananda, traces of 
lilamfc Suflio) which hid becoae iuturalised* in India by 
the lime ICabir was reedy from his miaeioti. Kabir fasoneted 
huB. He visited all the maths (oMoaetenas) wbara cbe 
followers of Kabir coodremted. Ha csUected KaWr lore as 
handed down by oral traditioa, hia gytefi« and dohas in 
iheir aucheatic melodic forms. Apart lr« the natural pift 
of a stront retentive memory, KihitiBoban Sen had on 
evcfllent ear for music. 

When he befan leachina at Samlidketan in ISOt, vera 
few people knew how comfuetcly ihaor b ed be waa in Kabir. 
When Rabindranath came to kMw about it he insisted that 
Kihitimohen Sen should publish the dehas he had col¬ 
lected, toaecher with his own notes and conwnents. Hot 
content with this, sfter four voluoMt of the dohas had 
appeared in print, Rabindranath hlmeelf took a hand in 
rrantJaeinj • selection of them ime Ewaliih for pubbcatioa. 
The Indie Sociery of London brou^clc our with the title 
One Hundred fotms of K%bif in I9f4. At one ome^ a book 
of Indian poetry in EafUsh, One Hundred tarns case a 
close second to the Nobel Prise winaind GiraojaJf. It was 
translated in all the principal Eur^an lancuafes. That 
was the first time that the West had a chance to read and 
•t^rccjaie aphonims in poetry by a rtli$ious leader of 

Kebir opened the door for Kshitimohan Sen to the entire 
Sant lore ^ the medieral times. Vorsdous reader that be 
was. Kshitimohan Sen hated to exclude any one of the 
Sants. But exigencies of time and leisure compelled bin to 
concentrate on the life and work of some of the better 
known Sants like Kebir, Rsvidss, Dadu (be devoted a big 
rone to the life and work of Dsdu with a lengthy preface by 
Ribindranathx Mirabti end Rsjjav. 

While at Santiniketan Kshitimohan Sen*s search for 
religlaus movements, according to the Iherat Pantb tradi¬ 
tion brought in contact with the Beufsof Benael Thereaf¬ 
ter. holidays and vocatioDS found him in the nesrtland of 
Beu/ cult in East Bengal (Joydev-Kenduli being situated 
only at a stone's throw rrom Santiniketan > He delved deep 
into the Bats) lore and discovered their freedom and 
independence of ound and spirit. The Baui conception of 
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eoahrined as the Men of the Heart, iha felicity of express¬ 
ion of tbair songs, their contempt for the scriptures, rims 
and rituals and many othg non-conformist characteristics 
interested Kshitimohan Sen gradually. All these made him 
wonder whether the Sahaja tradition of the Bauls mi^i not 
be an offsbw of • more aodent tradMon than that el many 
othg cults. He poinu out that Che Baul conception of me 
Manor Manush {man of the beartK tbe person (Purush) or 
cbe supreme man. mi^t well be traceable to the Purusha- 
Sukta of the Acharvavede. 

tat Rabindranath in his old age camedoeer to the Baul 
way of thinking and even callad himself a Frai^; out- 
casta , H a speculation in vduch soma miahl like to mdulge. 
Without venturing that far one might smely pome out that 
■a be progreseeu io years bv became xnore and more 
interest^ To what we called the religion of man wbkb was 
alio the title of the book inforporatlng the Hibbart lectures 
ha deliver^ at Oxford in lB3o. The book reoroduccs ia its 
eppmidlx Kshitimohan Sen's artlde on the Jauf Stagers of 
Beiuai "which* accordlsf to what Rihlndraneth says in hii 
prtfaca, "contain hiitonral matartal ed great rahia * Re 
also eK^sseihij pri tude to his "asteemed coUea^ie and 


_ _ _ oueami# 

fCkndTPr^igMor iLahithn^n Sea..ior tbe help M has 
BMa tta.hi Irtaglag hdara me the ralUknu Maas of 
Wa teiickiid tlw syblect of ay tocturee. 











6IHB SUNT^ >?4EIKFr SEeHO 

'I\f|WWv MMHIv I 1 ^^pentely cryiai to C4 


^I\lmW MMMH ^^^^^^^^^■{\^pentelycryi^tocoD 

R jk. : tr^hUap|>etlie.To«rcb»ve 

^^^^^^^^^■ibo«ntiiBeiwbenhohis 
^\ known tow^ dovm 
K.iay tbo leadiM itdy om i duhfu • div of 

shootin|.Bot^«geond 
piuach force*him Mcut his 
consumption. 


xxpure WM iiCBM up to 
pley the leidiitg indy oppo* 
site Sureih Ob^ni for ibe 
film OiM i)ehei b«ia| 
mtde by two newcomers. 

AU WPS well till Ptdmini 
MW the Announcement in 
tome of the leedJnf pepen. 
She did not like wut sKe 
sew end promptly fired not 
only her secrttaiYj bur the 
filfnmilrers es wu. The in¬ 
dustry however, Is hardly 
surprised. Tbet is exectly 
bow Pftdmlal hs4 been be- 
hevtae of Uie. end net vrlih 
new fllmmaJcert alone. It Is 
believed that even the 
veteran Ae/ Jtapoor, who 
wee the first to neve niven 
her i break in Prem k<^ 
after seeing her perform- 
ioce in 5e<7sa sHittm 5un- 
deram. has nor been spared. 
Looks Uke this is bow sue- 
COM works one# it finds Its 
way to one’s heed. 
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^be H»i Bebbar myth has 
X ezploMd with s banp. 
There was e time when he 
wee the »ole conte n der for 
the number one position af¬ 
ter Amitabb Becneban. The 
film press played on it and 
soon he had signed more 
films then env ocher ector or 
octrees hed siipied eny ocher 
doe in the lem fifty yeen. 
With the craod success of 
Insea/Aa faranahit stock 
reecbed dkny hel|hts. Then 
it happened. Luck pley^ 
stranfe lemos aadhis films 
started ro flop in e row. 
Films stop p ed cosing It 
was UDbelievable. Tcoey. e 
dislUusioAed ICeJ is tryinp 
his best to find out whet 
went wrong and doing all he 
can to win the atcentioo of 
producers who doted on him 
only some time ago. 


PadmiAf; swoJiee bead? 
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was held responsible for Cbe 
split. Viiayendra of course. 
Neturally, the ector denied 
the rumours veheoastly, 
but the dwage was Mm. 


A t last Sumeieeha’s 
dream of ictini in 


Otnny: btppy scUiftHfe 


A t least one of his dreami 
has been realised. Den- 
ity Oenaongpe has finally 
completed^ bungalow in 
Juhu, with tbeexonc name 
of ‘D'soBgrilla.* This bouse, 
which has already bocome 
the envy of many. Is a 
beautiful piece of 
architecture. It has rooms 
within rooms and a fabulous 
rdtn outside. The irony is 


imnJC 


alone, with only the ser¬ 
vants to share his comfort. 
The Question in everybody’s 
minds is, who will be the 
lucky woman to walk into 
Danny’s life and his bouse? 
But toe you^ ector seems 
to be enjoying his solitudo 
and claims that a wife ia the 
f ertbest thing from his 
mind. 

P oor VjMFefldra. The 
actor aatms to have lost 
all bis faith in godmea And 
not without reason either. 

At a time when ha was fac¬ 
ing criaes both on the 
domaatic and the profes- 
sional fronts: the domestic 
front because his first mar¬ 
riage was on the rocks, and 
the professional front be- 
cauac his carear simply re- 
off, . 

promised him peace in 
^ree months' dme. So Vi- 
iayeodre was happy for 
tfane months. At the end of 
which imching happened. 
Some of the nans m was 
workiag on were never com- 
plei^ thosereleasedflop- 
ped. Then ceme the Mg 
news of the tUJmh'Dimpy 
breakup- And guess who 
was held reeponsibU for the 


XXdream of acting in a 
Telugu film seems to have 
CM# true. She has a couple 
of Telugu films in hand, 
with directors Uke Vjsb- 
waoatb and Sapu. Of 
course, the actress had been 
ratto successful in 
bUlayaUm and Tamil f ilms, 
but she never gave up hope 
of eciing in her motbar lan¬ 
guage. 


J^amalahasan may have 
aV beaten Raimkanr in 
acting, but looks like Rajnl 
has beaten Kamel to father¬ 
hood. Although ha married 
much later than Kamel, he 
has already become a 
father. Not that Kernel li 
way behind. The grapevine 
hes it that wife, Vmi Is 
pregnant already. 



kamai.* beaten 


Tarapraef/M is in big trou- 
J Me. One of her fans, 
xamakrisM?^ from Guntur 
district has filed a suit, in a 
Madras court, against her 
dtiming that he had mar¬ 
ried the star over a year ago. 
Of course, the star has dis¬ 
missed the person as a very 
tenacious fan, who, in feet 
bad coma to oar bow on 
sevarai occasloos. Not to be 
outdone, Ramakriahna bM 










SuitfaywBdt 


By AMRITLAL 


Beginning 23 May 


Ka MUn (tl ApfO—14 Mtrt TIM 
»um out» b» f» wcciKW 
/ you. Tbott M toMeo 

Nin tho priioo Of pMOlO 
mottor; luckior onto 
omorg you may look tofWid io t promoHon. 
em»—■ wW pkk up, and If N ■• pMAng 
Eh*1 intoroM you Ihon Ortph io n up. Your 
looMi ovtir (ho pMt wookt moy Oo effool by 
palna no ti^olc Howovor, I word of odvieo: 
do rwi toM your lompor, ortf avoid con* 
trovoffloo wHh mooo in authority. Tho 
domaatic front ««f romaln calm, load dHW 
23, 25 and 27. Ladty wail^K 1. 2 ar« » 
Nvaarabta Hrwlaa: Eaat 

T5UIIUI (15 Miy-u JiRai 
Kx:.NfH,ACraaiM aiHataa «« hava an 
y“t£agfe3a>rca<lant dma Wa waah; your 
Cl auccaaa. 

I hn^ial vtuation la Nkaiy 

to 0how remarkabla improvamant. Howavar. 
famkty mattarf may tfiduca you lo mcur a 
loan. A mandahip la n tha offi^ apacraVy lor 
thoaa invofvad m adantlhe raaaarch. Tha 
dornaatic front la Kkaiy to remain oaim. 
Howavar, for thoaa romandcaHy Mnad, Ow 
la a waak of brokan promlaaa and haart* 
braaka. M iHai: 2A 25 and 25. 
la^ iHMnban; 2, 4 and 5. T tnmUt 
Mracoaa: Waal. 

rirx^ 5EMINI (IS Jaaa—14 Jatyl 
Garntnitaa, thia waak you ara 
K'-'^'^<oMvlaad lo aaardaa utmoai 
^i^eaiJtion m al apharaa of your 
^ ^l^Wa Waicn your worda and 
acdona carafuffy and ^ hava no lograta 
in tha na** futura. Alao, da on your puvd 
throughoui d>a woak. euaktaaarnan may pay 
a graal da« of aaanson to tfw mMaai 
dattSa of*your daafa. Avoid c enoova rn aa 
with your bualnaaa partnara at al ooaL 
Tampan ahould ba kapi undar control thfa 
waak, Howavar, tha domaadc front looka 
raaaor^abiy bright. Oaad lain: 25,27 and 29. 
iMtki ■wH ai t: 3, 9 9. rw aaralla diraa- 

Saa: NorO). 

S CANCBI (IS My-.14 Aa«aat) 
Skcapt for your haalh whicn 
may cauat you a fair amount 
of aradaty, thia twai ban out to 
ba a raaaonably good waak lor 
you. Haw opportunMaa may ooma your way. 
io ba on Via atari and afitaMm on dmn, 
Your daainga wWi aidar^ namPara of tia 
family may parturb you. Uaa tact and pad* 
anca in doalng wbh ffwm. Putin aaa ^nn- 
turaa may ba aitardad to with apactai eara. 
Thm on lha locfwut may airlko a fnondmip 
wHh mamban of fit oppoaiia tax. Oaad 
dalai: 23,26 and 29. My MNtt 2. B tfid 
9. FanaaMa dtoaitaK Soudi. 


^ IfD tMMr) 

igp'y^A tar irmaun ot auccaai la in 
THo /Vatoralorypuprowdadyountir 
r^yjn fw[ on your irMenfti waak. Tha 
pvV/hrt»^ jSnanoia front may ahow n- 
markM prograat and anabia you to npay 
paa toana A word of eaudom do rtoi gw 
carrtod away by your good fonma, but 
chaok amvagiM. Thoaa in aarvioa may 
putfi tonn naw ptana. An mporani 
joumay to to too oftoig. Tha domaabc front 
took! chaaHui. TMa waak r omai ca to was 
afgn«ad,aoeapiiaiiaaonli. Mdatoa:23. 
24 M 29. Ucly —birr 1, 5 aid 9. 



WMO (II tMUr 14 Octo- 
bar) Thia waak apor ta nan art 
My ID ba parWtotorV tocMy. 
You afiona wto ba ci ownad 


wM matt ramarkabto proyaat. and you 
attoda writ ba pmaad by paopto who mafiar 
moat A aaerat aouca wa bo of graat banaft 
V you. TNa to atoo a vary good waak to atoc 
toduardtoi paopia tor fawart. Tha domaaic 
front wfl ba a aouoa of joy tor you. Thia to a 
good waak lor romanca: you partoiar wU 
tom out to ba vary undantoritong laad 
datoc 29,26 23 My ftotoM 3.4 «to 

5. f witoM ilfitoiir Waal 


S UMA (II Otoatii 14 HMto* 

bar) Swaathaarto and tovan. 
tola la toa waak for you. You 
nap acton portoara wdi bo aa* 
b to hoiy raapontova. ao buck 
arto do riot haolwa to maka tto prepoaal 
you hava had to mtod ao tong. Chancaa an 
dial you vdi got a poaiton naponaa. Tha 
domatotc vana wto ramato ch awful. Frtanda 
•to ntotoraa wdl kaap you buay ovar too 
waafcand. For tooaa to aaivtoa, prograaa 
may notbaapaoaadir. Do not ba dtohaar* 
tonad. Ptoanotol gatoa an loracato aapaOal* 
ly tor gambton, ao ptonga torto. 3aad datoa: 
24, 2S told 23. iattor MM $. 4 told 7. 
Favaaiabfa dbatotoa: South 
nom IC0WW0(U3iiatokM UDa- 
caabarj A ag^toidld opportunky 
^j^ e^^wdi coma you way fta waak. 

Do not baa oonAdanea to you 
capabiWaa. Froblama may 
artoa on tot profiwtoonal front; you may toaa 
you Job. Do not ba totoinad, toto wfl bo a j 


toka M9. Tha domaadc frord wf condnua 
to ba a aouoa of Joy and fiMMa tor you. 
ChWran wto ba pardcutorty raaponatola tor A 
Laban towudi an and «f Om waak «ti 
bring good nawt. Watfi you hatolh. Baad 
dtoar 23.24 toto 23. My aatoban: 2.5 and 
3. F atiM dMai: EM. 


S MnTMMlB as Saa im bai 
14 Jaaatoy) Taka k aa«y tNa 
waak. Prograaa will ba atow 
daapla ad tha aftort you pul In. 
3o m back told ralu M lot 
in dHlteud waak paai. Much win dac^ on 
a aacrat aaaoaabon you hava baan mactiad 
w«h. Howavar, do not ba axcotaMy opti* 
mtodc about tha nawly davalcpad Wandahip. 
Chtoicaa art tfiat toa halp promlaad to you 
wto not ba fortooomtog. An idaai waak tor 
rgmanoa .Thoaa on toa loekoul may find tha 
partOTof yauha«i.3aadditoK23.26and 
29. UMby MMltoK 1 , 7 ard 9. Fiwarabia 
dMM VYaai told toorthwaat 

^<E CAPmCOPN (11 4IHII>-14 
i^Fskmryl Lawauila and pand- 
c ($}yiSdtogdaMaannetHMIytQworry 
LX_^^you thia waak. Buatoaaaman 
L^cfCL^ara advtoad to amar into naw 
contratoa without haakation. Try to Incrawa 
you atocka and puah up aalaa ovar tha 
waak. You an Hkaty to ncovar your tovaat- 
manta tody. Youapouaamaylumoutto 
ba unduly damandtog. EUarly mambara of 
you family may oppoaa v«ur plana. 
mtfKo to not vary wad algndtod. Wal^ you 
haaKhdaad iM: 24. 26 and 26. laafey 
BtoMrt: 9. 6 and 6. F awtaad to dtracUaa: 
Soudi. 

ns^^MHlUUUI as F»braify- 1 l 

n^^^^MarabJ A waak of axcoHant 
lyrTfi/hr proapacii awaita you. TNa to a 
figLSiSR good waak aapaciaiiy for 
L^noar^Jauainaatoiian wtio an atfviaad 
to aipand M araa of oparation. A aaorat 
aouca wiB bt of graal halp to you. Thoaa In 
aarvtoa an Skafy to racaiva tha attantlon of 
impo n an i paopia. Thia to tha waak to craaia 
m improtoian on you amptoyara, ao do noi 
haakaia to putoi forth you ptona. Plnanolally, 
you wtd ba In a ballar aitualton thia waak. 
flapay pandtog dabta but do not bidulga in 
toUnvagtoiea. load datoK 26. 28 and 29. 
My toaaSan; 3,6 and 9. r avaaritoi dNa* 
ttia; EiiL 

a ffSCES (IB MU 

Tlaa. unfortunaialyi to nol a 
parVojlarfy good waak for you. 
Dalaya andobaiaetoa art Ikaly 
to hindar too prograaa of you 
wertL Pomaaftc affalrt may kaap you buay. 
You wid ba raoukad to axaretoa utmoai 
cauoon In daaing wlto toa mambara of you 
famPy. A word ol advtoa: taka nothing ter 
grantod and you wtl not ba dliappoinM by 
paopia you hava baan niying on. Thto 
to nua vary good vnokfemmanea. Do not 
pin you hopoa or» a navdy aoqUnd triand. 
3Md dM 23, 27 told 23. UCky tokRiBn: 5. 
6 told 9. Pvvtonbto diraaoaa; North. 


Nr ftSM M NMi IB Hlf «to 14 Jw: You toi 

hardwortdng and fndutorfoua Aa a raaiA you hava a vary 
ogtaar ttm6 of you. Ygu afa tobacdad towarda aarvtoa 
0M 09 Mara and tto m mou^ you maioa 

M arastoPf Mo your buaraa datoi 


tobardo. 


datoi ra ken. 


tojoDiMful wrftor or an acaor. You craalha abdldaa «a invntoiaa and 
al you naad do to pfunga kilo toa arta to gat nadonai ncogniHon, 
Obalaatoa land to ooma you way during Pn aarfy atagaaof^Qu 
evaar, but you *• atodom dtohaartonad by lha ouicoma of thM 
and rrra ahaad Bd you goal la raM. Ufa aada amootoly tor you 



















it matter wMch lifthk 


you open a 


9 ank eveiy reittionm io ; > 
hta e^own ab Teat tn anteraO iota, wHn tee*: 
reeem yeera, tttat nw ^ eeH^ ihat Jra QtfnQ te^ 
beweMttiavMlM Matt forew* 49 pemape 
m etiwrt uon eie p ' Ovrbigeait aaaat. y 

ctfiouanpH or.* wtMraapafaoefa 

tneMfefmca. 'X. morr^ban m aeeoimt 

'An wmalaiataiM' ' num ear. And meftty>' 

amaimown anviNpyot ailm. ^ 

•tMapitfra, wbara nietcar ao^aomaminp . 

naaar Wi Corporal koe 99fff* •• 

lanb. Kw kr^ieet can a • • 

Tha amall town tank ad:Qat( 8fnaU 

aimoaphare, wbare town atmoapKare, you 

; mayaoppoae. 


Oapanda on how you 
\ock at your aavtnga 
account, Ooean't it? 

Do you look upon U 
atmpry at a way of 
caanlne your aalary 
choqu^ 

Or 00 you look upon 
It aa your firat mova In 
Iha money oama? At a 
baae on which to build 
your Nta according 10 
a plan? 

Than ft should 
maiief to you bacauM 


that's where a bank 
can really help you. A, 
natural heipfuirteaa. 

It's a Quality that 
aaama 10 ha>^ 
diaappaarad from ao 
many walks of lilt and 
avan faster from the 
banking scan#. 

And, In ihal caaa, 
why ahouid ona bank 
tt an axcapiion? 


















DHARWAR (KamanlM): Th* workm 
of (ho into )ovd taioa committoo. 
ipttrheodint the pro'Goltak rtport 

S tanon hore, bad iwonnod (ho mico 
( (hoy would dofy tho prohiWtocy 
ordor ■! aoon aa it wii pronul<i(e<l. 
Tho police party* ruihod (o cha ipo(. Bue 
whB( they aaw a( the vonua waa alx 

( »i<oon$ Mth black ribboni dad to (hair 
tet which tho autaton bad km ready 
u (ho ftr<t bat» to vlplata (ho order 
aymboUcally. Ai soon ai tha police ar* 
nved tha pidooni ofora related /ad 
(hay flow jA(o tha air mdlcadni cbai tba 


T J| 


[♦I 




CAUCUT: Tha foundadoa ataiia-kylAi 
carenioiiy of the Calkut (Karfmir) 
port may oo( taka place baiort tha 
XaaasBbly elactioaa. m Btoctka Coa> 
BiaaiOQ IB undanteod tobaoc raqaaitad 
for (be PoaipoDaaaatof dia fuoctwo aa 
it ia lualy to iiiflaeDca iha ow ar a- . . 

/fldiaa BMprt$$ (Fathifto Raiao, 
Calicut) 


^ • 

i^ttlSiL^aaA 

vWlil|RS vOnin|UU 


NEW DELHI; A ouaber cl olftcan aad 
mao of tho Delhi cnffte police, lad by 
lira Klreo Badi, deputy eawaiiaioaer ct 
police, traffic, aniad widi black peiai 
end brujhea. fo emiad cha c^eel 
fmlr,nr,g Upper htlf Ol th# hOid* 
[ifbtB ct vehiclea to educece the •ocor* 
m$ abeuc the haiarda of daMlIof heed* 
Uehto-TiMO of iodie (Uihe Cupu. 
hSw Delhi) 

CALCUTTA: UiM Keai Nae bea beep at 
the kiediral College hostel here for 
(he peat 12 yoen aa a ‘aolf'Otoled pa* 
deot * She wea lakco to (he hoapUel 
Itm e now deluAct reacoa bona ia 
January 1970 for (reacnoBt of ‘hip 
fractura and tubercular infectioo.* Af* 
ter a aeriaa of oporaiioiu aha waa '’dla* 
cherced*' later tee bobo year, accotding 
to (Ba hoipital aupahniandaet Dr 
Moera Roy. ^ »he haa atayod on be- 
caoao aha tbinlu iba ia oot ell right. 
Kaai, however, ortil geta hoopitaJ food. 


niA aliA AmifliM (■ aIm 


proas (C. R. Sltharem, Bengeloro) 

<;UFUVAyUR (Koreli): A man and a 
woman ware formally married •( the 
kaiyaoa laandtpuo in front of tho 
famous Sri Krishna temple hero yoator* 
day <I May) with the bridegroom car* 
lying thair ono>yeer'Old child Tho man, 
a workar from Karivalloor in Nordt 
Malabar, said they could nor got mar* 
rlod l^fora (ho child was bom. Nooetho- 
lesB, (hay wanted (o go (hrougb (he 
ceremony in (bti holy (eaplo town— 
Ibdjan AipreM (Ram Bbaua, Ambar* 
natb) 

BOMBAY: Bombay, (ba capi(al of 
MeharoBhcra waa without any miniatar 
yesterday (26 April). Ail the 19 minio' 
(era of Mahareutn were awn from 
Bombay. While If were away in Pune to 
attend (he marriage of chief minister 
Baba»aheb Bhosal^t second sen. DUip. 
one miniater of atate was away in Delhi 
for some official work—^dian Espreaa 
(Letha Kalr, Trivandrum) 

NEW DELHI: Car driven of cerrain 
private componias get mofo (hen IAS 
offictra and are ahown in the compony 
balanceeheeCB tinoiig tboae who receive 
more than Rt 5000 ■■ selary per mooth. 
Revealing this at tha anmiel general 
maeting ^ tba All India Orgaaiaatlon of 
Bmployera, iti presldant Dr S. K. 
Soaalya. aaid (he govenuMiki should 
lay down clear oortM lo wage ftxatlao ao 
thai “Imbalances do nor ariae and chare 
is aof pe order and reasonablenasa In the 
^fm^p AM oaade*—JUfiduscan Tiioee (M. 
r. Nothowtl, la^) 


tSlAll 


fence to other pacieaiB, vdwm she helps 
In various way^iodiae Eipram (Aaar* 
jeat Sin^ Bnatia. Thane) 

COOdlATORE: It is usually tha ordeal 
of an Indian audience to wait for the 


arrival of a VtP. But today (I May), tba 
beahb ainistar Mr. H. V. Made biad t^ 
unusual ciparience of waiting for an 
audience. The oecasioa was m laun* 
ching of e TB detoctfou drive by the 
dieQte ’Tuberculoals Assodatioa cover* 
ittg 2.000 workers ol eo migloeeriBg 
company. Tha baaltfa lainiater whd wv 
expected to meagurete It arrived punc* 
tuaily, to find m euditorioi almost 
empty. He left the auditorium in a buff 
inacructiag the organiama to inform him 
after the ludlanca had arrived. Alter 
w^dog In valo for (ho engmeering 
workers, the orgaium burrMly sum- 
mooed the locu jail warders and the 
amdical college h^ml Raff to *form' 
the audience for tna minister—lediaii 
EKpress (R. Vestkatesea, Medras) 

NEW DELHI: The Janets Party leader 
in the Raiya Sabfaa. Mr nioo Uody, 
today (27 A^) yielded his place as the 
*heaviest' perUamentarian to a new 
Congressd) entrant Mr Biswayii Singh. 
After Ur Singh took his oeih, Mr noo 
Uody walceoed him and said: *I hereby 
relinquish my supremen in Parliament 
to the new member.* the Chakmen: 
*By ao count or meesuretoeot can m 
racala (he aumbar one poaitieB. you 
have been ralagatad to cha tacond 
pUea * Ur Uody: *1 ji^ your aui^ 
company. You ara alao aumbar two.*— 
fltmTc i. N. Ui^, BaagUora) 


Nobody raoda anything, no politi- 
dan (hea (o undarstand ^ prob- 
Icma. They alwni go by sl«ans, 
secularua, sodaDsoL 
Nehrulam. They don't cm to retd 
boMts, avaryb^ is busy making 
hay—Cheran SiaA interviewed in 
SuMkiy Mi d-day 

NoMy docs right in aakiae a 
polftieal office hereditary. But Ra- 
llv has every right eo beupoUrka 
B he wastt to ba —Uorarjl Deaai in 
ao intmvM with Wbekeod Review 

1 have very Important businaas 
here Indira Gandhi on (he reasons 
for poatponlog her forel^ trip 

I am Kilt popular with cha people, 
even tbougb i aitLDOi in powar—T. 
Anjiiah. fonnar Andhra Pradoih 
ehim Dininar 

A politician preachtni tgniui cor¬ 
ruption is like a proitltuta 
prtaching cbastUy—Kbuiwant 






(Tba picture of Dang Xiaoping in a 
cowlyy bar) did more ^or friendly 
relations between our two coun. 
tries, than any other picture 
Geo^ Bu^ u6 vice pteiidtnt 

SortiAi out complications in the 
setup u causing soma delay... If you 

S to buy a goal you inquire about 
age and oreed—Zie-ul Haq ela- 
boraciDg on a new political tyttwi 
for Pakutan 

Anyone can throw stones, but 
stoDfi don't make lawa.. Stcnos ara 
a very weak argument—Fohah Ro¬ 
man Catholic primate. Joiep 
Glsmp, denouncing violence 
Poles 





Uothmhood is a greet experience. I 
think no one ahould miss it—Heme 
Ualinl in ao Interview with 
Woekend Kevjow 

Unlike cricketers we are pushed 
•round at every stage, insulted end 
humiliated by tnoie who know linle 
hockey end uaderstand none of (he 
finer points of the game—Surjit 
gingb, fovoMr Indian nockey ce^ 
ttin 







AHwyn Watches. 

Now the models that Seiko has Intro¬ 
duced all over the world ere here for youl 
With the latest Internadond designs vid 
technology. 

Technology or Style? 

Allwyn gives the best of both 
worlds. Beauty with precislor). Elegance 
with accuracy. 

Tewer par^ greeter rellaMKy 

An Allwyn watch has fewer pens. So 
the mechanism Is simpler, the operetlon 
more efficient ar>d the serviceability more 
convenient 

Higher beat rate, better accuracy 

UlM the Seiko, the Allwyn handwound 


has a beat rate of 21.600 va>r8dons per 
hour. And due's higher than any other watch 
available In the country, 
k'e ttme to get cho^ 

A choice or 9ver 60 models. Har>d- 
wound. Automatic and QuarH In a variety 
of diaJ/case combinations. With the latest 
international Seiko designs. 

Spend some time at the Allwyn watch 
showroom. These watches are ^ng to 
win you over. Hands downi 

AJfwyn watches are manufactured 
urtdcr Dcenee from Seiko. J^an. 




^ ^<.4 .*1A . V s. .V 


WATCH ^ 

UCENaSEDO 
A bis leap In time 


Say Allwyn. 

And you get the latest 
international Seiko designs 
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1. Wh« M Hpldo? 

2 . ^ how lor^ hat tha bowdng gmtt 
baan piayad? 

d. What It ihaRutdbaQa plant flood fof? 
4. Thara It IT acfd commonln ttMf>. 
diat. paffumat and toma funolcidat. 
whta It nr 


5. Whaia la ttia Sandr a fi talardt tta>> 
alad? 

6. l>ia ctatt tavifl tfia duodanb prat gf 

tfia tmal mnadna protiucaa htfinofta 
whan acid coniontt ot dia taemach arv 
toft »ia WaoBna. Whtf It N? 

7 Mraty aaafhpta hava baan mada to 
tofwiMi a untranal tonflUifla. What It 
toa hfii man-mada unMaaf tonguafla? 
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GETTING THE KNIVES READY IN HARYANA 



The three etmtnn for chief minisierthtp: 3Ii2jin Bensi Lei end 0fvi IaJ 

Haryana polaku ihrivet not 10 Andso, each one is hopin| for moss 
much on party alleuance as on defections from iheotnerH party i/ 
pATsonai toy a flies This cs more and when ihe need arises, 
than amply dear from the scenario Also on the scene is Bhajan Lai 
in Ihe state today as three major who retards partimn BansiLalas 
contenders—chief nlruiter Bhejan his mam rival. Inerefore, if Eansi 
Lai, Bans! LaJf both Coa|rei$'I land Lai is chosen as chief minister. 
Deii Lai (Unit Dal) vie for the Bhaian Lai will try his best to insial 
iosvicil chief ninistership. The in* Devi Lai in that post. If Bbajan Lai, 
trituin^ factor here is that both on ibe other band, becomes the 
Butisi Le\ and Devi La] have their chief minister a^in, Bansi Lai is 
supporters in each other's parties, totally prepared to walk nut with 


bis MLAs and go over to the Lok 
Dal in search of the chief minis* 
tership But in that eventuality, 
Devi Lai will certainly move over to 
Bl^an Lar$ side. 

Tne irony is, however, that while 
these three plot and Kheme their 
way towards attaining their goal, 
the person most likely to ultimately 
become Haryana's chief minister is 
Rao hiModra Singh, who has been 
tipped as Rajiv Gandhi's. 


WHY 

KAMALESHWAR 
HAD TO Q UIT 

IT was Dbirendra Brahmachari who 

[ roved to be the last straw that 
roke the camel's back as far as 
Kamaleshwar's stay in Doordar 
shan was concerned The 
brabmacbari rwis a regular health 
series on Delhi Doordarshan called 
ydgaaana (he charges a token fee of 
one rupee for each programme). 
The grapevine has it that 
Dhirendra Brahmachari decided to 
present a programme on two tt^ics: 
masturbation and the different 
stages of conception that a woman 
has to go through. Kamaleshwar 
protested that the programme 
would not be suitable for family 
viewing. This kind of attitude on 
the part of a ^smalLfry* like 
Kamaleshwar made the 
brehmecheri furious and he joined 
the long line of bureaucrats who 
were opposed to Kamaleshwar’s ex< 
tension.” But it seems that 


DTC CHAIRMAN SACKED 


Kamaleshwar's judgmi 
with Mrs Gandhi's, yfh 
initially opposed the p 


ent tallies 
len he had 


iniiiauy opposed tna programme, 
Dhirendra vabmachah had sent 
the recording to Mrs Gandhi. Sha is 
yet to approve that particular prog* 
riflUBc. 


THE latest victim of the currrnt 
de*Sanjayisation campaieiM is Mr 
U. S, Snvasiava, who.wa* citairmaii 
of the Delhi transport corporation 
(DTC) until be was uncereoMnious* 

S relieved of his post on $ May, Mr 
ivasiava, ooe or Sanjay Gandhi's 
favourites, was suspended by the 

i anaia regiepe on the charge of 
avina orovided DTC buses lor 


aving provided DTC buses for happens to drive Mancka’s van 


Congress rallies during the 
Emergency. On Sanjay's return to 
power, however. Mr Snvasiava was 
promptly reinstated as chairmon, 
bTC. )^at probably angered 1, 
Safdarjang Road and hastened his 
departure, was the fact that the day 
beiofc his removal he entertained 
one Chhattar Sin^—the man who 
happens to drive Mancka’s van 


MOTILAL NEHRU: 

HERO OF 

THE RUSSIANS 

THE latest hero of the Friends of 
the Soviet Uiuon, the Congress<l) 
outfit which works for the promo¬ 
tion of Iodo<Soviet relations, U no 
other than Motilal Nehru. The 

E oup had organised a function on 7 
sy in New Delhi, in which the 
Soviet Embassy also partiapated, 
ivhere Motilal Nehru's role in prom* 
otU^ IndO'Soviei ties was lavishly 
praised. The father ot Jawaharlm 
Nehru was fulsotnely described as 
the. "father of IndO'Soviet 
friendship.* Probably tbs nest per¬ 
son CD the list who will be found lo 
have hartioured nron^ if silent, 
views on LndoSoviet relaiions, will 
be Ka^i Nehru. 


WHY DID SRIKANT 
VERMA GET 
PALPITATIONS? 

MR Srikant Verma, the Wellknown 
Hindi poet and campaign manager 
o( the Congress!!) was suddenly 
rushed to Rammohan Lohia Hospit* 
al on i May. The reason; he started 
getting palpitations. What had 
broughr this on? According to AlC* 
C(I) sources, in the first week of 
May, Mr Verma who is a mild* 
mannered and soft-spoken man, got 
a taste of Mr Arun Nehru’s ano* 
gance when Mr Nehru and his 
associares behaved rudely with 
him. ThM shocked Mr Verma so 
much tReejM fell UI and wn nubed 
ro the hospital where be was 
advised complete rest. ^ 

0. E. NIZAMUOOrN 













UNiipian 

hai S3 vital foodi 
they need 
everyday. 


Growing children Havt 
cpeciel n eede> aince 
tlWy normally complete 
moot of their growth 
by the age of IV or 16. 

Theft why your children 
need COM PIAN—now. 

COMTLAN not only hoe 
procaine (20%) but eleo 
the beet proteine(mifk procaine) 
chddren can get. H tho cm He ine 
22 other vital foods that 
children need in their growing 
yeare Ramomber. COMKaN h M 
plamed feed moet focommendad 
by doctors. 

COMPUMC comes in d^rdoue 
Checotote, Cerdamom- Saffron and 
Strawberry havours^and efao Rlern. 




Peel Sea Me. 16t1% 


Hhs conipiste planned food 


vurrAS etC'Mit 













Go for • Doi.tbld. 

ThaitMty thIrit-qutnchinQ 
bottio of fun. 

Good timoi oro onjoyod moro 
w<th a Double I 















y«3jJ«Kr'V.s>5 














Watch out! 


Somebody has an eye on your money 


However $m«rt yoy 
thdrs't always a pickpocket 
smarter thart you. That's 
one flood reason to carry 
fOB Travellars*Cheques. 
Issued free of charfle at over 
800 lOB branches ail over 
Irtdia. Accepted at Indian 
Airlines offices, keadiofl 
hotels and ber>ks, travel 
agencies end major railway 
stations. In convenient 
denominations of Rs. 1000 /% 
Rs. 500/% Rs. 100/' and 
Re. 60/% 



lOB Travellers' Cheques, 
risk-free ready cash 


Indian Overseas Bank 


Good pBople to grow with 
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New, gentle Dettol soap. 

Give your family its loving eare. 
The care for skin and complexion. 

For cleanliness and health. 
Everyday. 

The love and care of Dettol soap. 



Give your family the loving care of Dettol soap. 


Garlic Plus Is not just another Garlic 

— its different. 

THE GARLIC + MISTLETOE + HOPS in 


T^O^FF 

Garlic 



makes it totally different from all other 

garlic based products. 


Garlic: It helps maintain 
proper blood circulation. 



Mistletoe: The age old 
natural remedy for 
stress and slrair> 


Hops: well known for 
its sedative effect, eases 
anwety. and helps 
iryjucc restful sleep. 


it IS a pill, 
containing purest 
powder of garlic, 
mistletoe and hops 
It IS not oil based, 
like others 
M IS odourless, 
leaves oo 
after smell. 


Garlic Plus helps Its not enough to take 
maintain proper blood one tablet a day, 
circulation, eases Take the rrghpdosage 
stress and strain. which is two tablets 
induces restful sleep, twice deity, 
relieves constipation, 
gas and indigestion. 



Garik Plus ts the rioht way to take Garlic. - mai 

Make It a habit. ^ SS.. 
It stimulates, relaxes and 
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Police find that 
their image is poor 


T he bureau of police re> 
search and development, a 
central government vetup 
manned by high-ranking 
police o/hcials, has con¬ 
ducted a nationwide survey on 
"The imaje of police in India.** As 
many as 4.000 people in urban and 
rura' treat ware covered. These 
included political leaders, profes- 
ilunals, eoucarionists, traders, gov¬ 
ernment employees, members of 
pan cAj vers, and trade uniun repre¬ 
sentatives. 

A cross-section of different reli¬ 
gions, castes, ages and income' 
flwpf was taken. The question¬ 
naire was divided into two parts: 
one dealt with the image of the 
police and their use of power, and 
the other with how that image 
could be improved and the misuse 
of power be prevented. Most of 
those who resMnded said that the 
police showed ^partiality towards 
the rich or influential people in 
cases involving them or reported by 
them ** Seven out of ten added that 
(1^ police were ‘'discriminatory in 
treatment against the weaker sec¬ 
tions of the community.*' 

A large majority (62 per cent) 
said that the police did nut dis¬ 
charge their duties in a siraiahcfor- 
ward and impartial manner. Urban 
people (92 per cent) were more 
critical than chose (90 per cent) io 
the rural areas. Among the 12 occu¬ 
pational categories interviewed, 
(rada union leaders <96 per cent) 
and pobllcal leaders (92 per cent) 

S ere lure critical.than others. And 
T som ina»licaUa reason, of all 
the place^ Ren^ was the most 
critical.' Fiity-ftvp per cent of Ran¬ 
chi's rtfidtaCT who responded, 
thought poofly of them. "Mass 

vraata by police while dealing with 
agitaiioDS and demonstnuefu” 
were a basis for their crickism. The 
cocr asp oiidlng pereestaies were 14 
for BdUla. ir/ae Delhi and 17 for 
Ramnad.Seveoty-saven per cent of 
the people blamed the police for 
*prottcung or shielding gocuidas or 
criaine] eloMita In the ceuntiy;*' 
of Biaf^actlcas f uah as ''putting up 
fell# eaaea, non-rMistration of com¬ 
plaints, use of third degroa 
Bothods, hlgh-handadoass end 
illofaldemd^ at police sttriona.* 

' JM ■ large proportion of thoaa 
ifbe pointed out thaaa malprpctlcos 
were paoefa other thu thoee who 
had & ai|imfaim af deaikAg 
iriik the poUc* (they irere either^ 


EXCLUSIVE 


By Kuldip Nayar 

a I , — p I, ■ ^ 

complainani^ or witnesses), clearly 
shows that the police ere regardld 
as professionally dishonest. The 
bureau's own conclusion is that 
“rbe police, on the whole, do not 
emerge favourably in the survey.“ 
Analysing the charges <»f misuse of 
power end disregard of law by 
policemen, the bureau has found 
that 'political interference' is the 
cause Indeed, even when respon¬ 
dents were asked to give three 
priorities on this score, 'political 
interference' emerged^ tne most 

Seventy-seven per cent 
of the people blamed the 
police for "protecting or 
shielding goondas or cri¬ 
minal elements in the 
country," of malpractices 
such as "putting up false 
cases, non-registration 
of complaints, use of 
third degree methods, 
high-handedness and 
fiTegal detentions at 
police stations." 

important factor contributing to 
Cho aalpracticea indolged In by the 
police- About refurbisiting the ia- 
aga of tbe police the repfica were 
rather pedeaman. The main tug- 
gtttiofi (from 91 per cent of the 
people iniarviewed) was that 
poikemen who were ho o aw , effv 
dent and acraightforwaad ia doing 
tfaeir duty "thonld be out 

for awarda and mdal pmnotiaa 
and thu fact should be ^ven wide 
publicity to curb tbe propenaity for 
malpranicea ia the pobce force.” 

Another fuggeataon (79 per cent) 
was ihai **in ordar to 


opportunity of miauea ^ powers by 
poucemea at the lower level, the 
ra^Uibihty of auperviamn and 
control Otar their work by saaior 
officers riiould ba redefined and 
ttresgtheoed.” Yet another sugges- 
don (7) per cent) was that "proper 
eralawg should be arranged at tha 
dme of entry tnio service and at 


suitable intervals later on to de¬ 
velop an attitude of service towards 
the community." 

Some of the other suggestions of 
the bureau are: ‘‘Institution of an 
independent and statutory agency 
to look into the misuse of power 
and corrupt practices, a vigorous 
campaign should be launched to 
achitve better understanding be¬ 
tween the public and the police 
and, in this campaign, the public 
should be educated about the role 
of the police and the need for 
constant public cooperation in the 
successful discharge of their 
duties.” 

One would have imagined that the 
government, particularly the home 
ministry, would have been worried 
about ine conclusions of the survey 
and would have got cracking on 
refurbishing the image of the 
police. But the survey has been 
merely lying in the ministry for 
some lime now. Instead, the mmis- 
Irv IS busy thinking how to rnosi 
effectively use the findings of 
another survey whichsaysthat atro¬ 
cities on women have not increased 
and that in fact, tbe number is far 
less than before. 

As far as the police are con¬ 
cerned, they carry on in the same 
old way. This is evident from the 
official report on the handcuffing 
of students in Chandigarh even 
when they were in hospual, in Au- 

f ust 1981. The report, sent by the 
handigarh administracion to the 
home ministry, says: "None of the 
demonstrators were handcuffed 
while being taken to the jail. But 
the police official on dun in tha 
general hospital cohsiaered it 
necessary to handcuff one of tbe 
injured persons, as he apprehentM 
that a Urge number of workers, 
who were to demooscrate on the 
succeeding day and were roaiguig 
into the ward, could have forcibly 
removed the patient or helped him 
to eKape (in order) to embarraaa 
the administration by levelling 
falsa aUegatioru of liquidating a 
woriier of the party. Ttw hand^- 
fiag was emsidared nacassary ia 
the prevailing situation on that 
day.” 

If the policemen are told that 
they have an ugly image, perhaps, 
the only responsa that could be 
axpected ia: ‘m what?‘ What cauaat 
coscaro is that their boisai in the 
bom# ministry seem to be respond¬ 
ing in the same roanoer. 













7 out of 10 
school-going 
children have 
cavities" 


—^chooi Survoy, Mirth 1978 
tndfin Dintif Associition 



A (ootheche it • tigo of tooth decoy. 

The becterie in your mouth turn food perdclet 
into hermfuf odds which etteck your teeth, 
ieeding to peinfut ceyifiet. 



/ 

thm Ca¥iiif^-fi§Mer 

Signet 2, with f/uoride, fights tooth decoy in two ways:it prevents becterie from producing 
mouth odds thet couse cevitios; end it octuoUy unites with tooth enemet to moke it herder, 
more resistant to cavities. That's because fluoride.the spedot covity-fighting ingredient, 
tier ms best in Signers uniaue formufotion. 


Now, boforo fVs too fato, gat Signal 2 tha Cavity^Fightar. 



No other toothpaste is better at fighting cavities. 


A Oumy hreduet Oy HWOUSTAN ifV€n 
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Sonia Gandhi’s sister in Delhi 


On« of (he beat kopt aoc 
rou io Dtlhi'a dfplotuiic 
circki ii th«l Sonit Cut- 
dhra siater.Nadia.hAa bees 
id towp lincc lut Aufiut. 

Nidia'a husband. Bdr Joao 
Maria Valde Moro. if th< 
lacond aacracary in the 
Spaniah amba^. The cou- 

t ie ware earlier posted in 
arafuay, but the filters 
wanted to be togetbef, and 
thb Spanish jovernnieat 
obliied with a Delhi posting 
for Mf More. Saaia; dose re her sisrar 

Unus ua l army m anoeuvres 

Villagers in Mathura district's more remote comers 
woke up this May to find the Indian amy all over the 
formerly peaceful Krubland. Around the same time, a 
milelong column of anti-aircraft guns was seen by New 
Delhi busineismen driving down to their factories in the 
Sahibabad industrial township. At Agra.the entire 
cantonment searngd to h.«ve been emptied and army 
convoys ware taen day after day on the Meerut-Delhi 
road. Was the army on alert? Would there be a war with 
Pakistan over Gilgjt? Defence ministry spokesmen insist 
that the army is only canyingout routine exercises and 
manoeuvres. But immediately after the week-long con¬ 
ference of army commanders held from IS April at New 
Delhi, certain militan personnel had expressed their 
fear that peaca will possibly come to an end this 
summer. 

TN may lift ban on 
officials talking to the media 

Faced with disapproval from several quarters, the 
Tamil Nadu government is now thinking ot changing Its 
order of September ’81 (which was an amendment to the 
TN (^vernment Servanu’ Rules 1873) probibiring gov¬ 
ernment officials from giving out any information to the 
media. The state’s information minister. Mr Veerappan, 
claimed that the reason for the proposed liberalisation 
was to up regular channels of cooununication 

between officials natht press." The Press Council, the 
Madras Reporters Guild and Mr Vasant Sathc. union 
minister for information and broadcasting, bad express¬ 
ed their disapproval of this stringent ban. Bui insiders 
are wonderii^ if this is-one of (be promises one never 
heart of again. 


India considered top posting 
for West German dipiomats 

Watt Germany's massiva aid progranune to India in 
1882 —a toral of 34.3 million Deutsch marks in grants 
and 360 miUion mark* in low interest develo^em 
credio^^omes as no surprise to Bonn watchers id this 
country. West Germain w long considered India one of 
the meat important Third Wond countries and is re- 
Pditedly very impressed the peca of Indian develop- 
dUAt progTimmas and ablJity to adapt to aophitticated 
tecbe^Ofwi. la fact. New Delhi u one of the top six 
nteJalee Warn GaniNii dfplomatk posiiri« and We«t 
ambaasadors wTniUa, foctuding iha presaet 
«; w.MOlf taaiacb. gtmaUy carry a ki of 
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Foreign expertise 

for offshore drilling project 


Foreign manufacturen of offshore oU drlllia^ eqidp- 
ment are flocking to India bopini to partidpaia in tha ks 
13,000 crore offshora oil drUuag profraame planned for 
the coming decade. A leading Geiinan company, Blohm 
and Voss, spent Rs sit lam to organise a tw^day 
seminar in Msbay grandly entitled "Tha scopa oi 
Europeu p^iciMtionin the rranifar of technoloo and 
indigenisation ot Indian offshore industry.** While the 
sky seetDS to be the limit for foralgn manufacturers, thei 
picture for Indian interests is less promising. According 
to Dr IdelhMra of the Oil and Namral Gas Commission 
fONGCk several foraign offshore supply vessels will 
protebiy have to be chartered. It wiU be difficult for 
Indian shipping vessels ro face the three or four Idle 
monsoon months when there is little offshore drilling In 
p r ogr ess . But whether the ledisn shipping industry can 
participate in the interDational offsnore drilling prog¬ 
rammes of the whole, has been left deliberately vague 
by the ONGC authorities. 

Businessmen outwit t axmen again 

The income-tax department has come up with a new 
weapon to counter the average businessman's black 
money dealings. The tax men are now checking on 
every bank draft that is taken out and this has put the 
fear of god into all but the veiy big businessmen, urlier. 
they w^d collect payments in other centres, have bank 
drmcs made and return home with them without fear of 
pick pockets or dacoits. But businessmen are countering 
the new throat ingeniously. At every major commerciu 
centre, one or two concerns have volunteered to serve as 
banks. Busioessmen from out of town can deposit money 
with them and collect it from contacts back home. 
Moreover, this service is free of any bankirtg charge and 
there does not seem to be any catbh to it«-^xcept to 
outwit taxmen. 

Jethmalani creates 
confusion in Kerala BJP 





n 


The BJP in Kerala has 
been thrown into utter con¬ 
fusion by its own national 

vice presidesi Ram Jetb- 
malanl announcing that the 
party would help the Marx* 
isi-led Left Democratic 
Front TO form U ministry 
after the electioru. Party 
ranks, particularly RSS 
workers in Kerala, where 
the is contesting for the 

first time j were stunned by 
what they described a« a 
"thoughtless and irresTOnsi* 
ble utterance." The Sip's 
state secretary. Mr K. Ra- 

been takeo end That Mr Jechmifani was 
sxpressing his personal view. But the controversy has 
expoeed the chinks m the BJP’s armour and should Mr 
Jethmalani’s view ^ome tat party line, the rank and 
rile ia the state who are bitteriy anti-Marxitt. could well 
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A Star Gets Brighter 


Just a twinkle? 


Aadhre Pradesh are lookinp lor a 
cbanfa; (boy are fed up with dirty polJ* 
tici. A mu» of NTRs charisma and 


NTft has provod that hr is no ordinary 
human beint; unable (o rolofate the 
lufferJnsa of tho ptoola of Andhra 


luTCerJnga OT tno people oi Anonra 
Pradesh, Ae has forsakep his fdai career. 
I wish hiin eU success as a Mlitician. 
Dundo biarondre Xunar. 3if»$pur 


Andhra 


Whatever be the fate of Teluau Ocsam at 
the poUs, it is clear that NTRnas become 
a dominating force in Andhra politics. 
The actor has a very solid base in the 
stale; his popularity among industrial 
and agricultural labt^rera is unquestion¬ 
able, 

K. y. K. i^ema Kao, Bok^ro 


Tbe people of Andhra Pradesh are fed up 
with the ConaresstI): if NTR can work 


with the Congress(l); if NTR can work 
withsingle*minded devotion and root out 
casteiisi, he will be an instant hit. 


r. V. S. jkfurthy, 5iJnbafpur 


At least ar his aae NTR has decided to do 


something worthwhile rather than taken 
second wife like Dilin Kumar. 


5. Lt/irhe Rume/t, JCafrmpong 


While thanking Ashok Kamath for his 
excellent report on NTR and the Telugu 
Desam, 1 cannot help observing that the 
cover story was inadequate. For instance, 
Mr Kamaih did not trace the acior*s 
luccess story in detail. Out of the 300^d 
films that he has acted in so far, only 2S 

E ir cent have been tnytholeeical filmt 
li o(bec»lilraa have had equal impact on 
the audiences. NTR*s strength lies id his 
fans and In his 30 years m hard work, 
dedice Uoo and {tecericy. His proapecti ui 


very bright. 

C & N. Munby, V^fayawwda 


NTR bet claiased that it ia not his aim to 
achieve moisey end fame through poU* 
tics; this makes sense because he has 
elrmy achieved both through fUais. So 
now we here reason to believe that if his 
party wins, Andhra Pradesh will have an 
hoem chief aioiater. 

P, V. Sunder iCusar, Berbutpur (0fi$$9) 


NTR ia bis favourite role of Sri Krialuia 
on the cover. 

Sadht RuDMfWuny, AUduni 


Things are la such a siees down here that 
any new Uader is welcome. The phot^ 
graph of NTR on page 12 showed him 
weeriog rings on ell the fingers of his left 
hand; he can even wear bells on his toes 
and he wtU still be acceptable lo us as 


long as he fulfils bii prMises. 
Rim RaJuBthtadn, ftcu/iderahed 


We Indians are in tbe habit of criticising 
anyone who eiiempts to do somethiag 
good for the people. If MGR can rule 
TamU Nsdu successfully, why can’t NTR 
prove worthwhile in Andhra Pradesh? 


T he cover story, A star gets brrghrer <2 
Mayl, and the photograph m N. T. 


prove worthwhile in Andhra Pradesh? 
Given his courage and wiU*power. NTR is 
bound to emerge a true leader. What ha 
needs it this stage is encouragameni. On 
my pan. 1 wish him all success. 

V. L Narayaiw. Howrah 


X May I, and tne pnotograpn of n. i. 
Rama Rao on the cover were splendid. 
Ilvcre is no denying that the people of 
Andhre Pradesh are lookins lor a 


Jt is an undeniable fact that every chief 
minister of Andhra Pradesh has danced 
to the tune of the central government; no 
one has raalJy bothered 4 Mui the aspiri- 
tioni of the local people. NTR apMars to 
be deenly coBunitced (o the development 


caJipre is the only viaoie alternative. 
Pemefs Cbristopwr, Neyyogr (Temii 
Stdv) 


lar nt wiu oe successful in pontics, 
primarily because Mrs Gandhi will never 
allow « regiooa I party like Tclugu Desam 
to come in her way. 

R. Gunn). Id§dftis 


Hats off to SuwoAV for tbe cover story 
There is a sharp contrast between the 

K litical careers of MGR ano NTR The 
ter has made a clean surt. whereas 
the former was expeUed from tbe DMK 
in 1972 and it was with a soiled Image 
that he launched his own party. Further, 
MGR had to face a lot of opposiiioi^ 
from Sivaii Ganesan on the screen and 
Karunanidbi on the political front; NTR 
has virtually no opponents worth (he 


name. 

As for the labour and civil supplies 
minister, G. Venkatswany, who has 
studied a caste label to NTR's Telugu 
Deum. all 1 can say is that his wor» 
reflect his impotence; he has obviously 
chosen to be malicious because he has 
not found any other means of attacking 
NTR 

V. Hifishebandn Prasad, Jamshedpur 


The centre, has neclected Andhra 
Pradesh; the masses can im longer iden< 
tify themselves with the Coogressfl). The 
other national parties have play^ tw 
useful role in this state. $o how cao we 
not welcome NTR end his Telugu Dewm? 
They have come to conmr the hearts of 
the people of'Andhra Pradesh. 

B Hamam Rao, New DpUu 


Sun 04V would have sold ■ hundred 
thousand extra copies in Andhra Pradesh 


First it was UGR; DOW it is NTR. Whe*t 
&e»? Jaya MsUm? 

C. Maindapatby, KaJaikunda 


It ia really painful for the aouth Indiani 
to witaesa im baPrtam « macinaa idols 
bio politics. Neeqlaas co say, thesa sun 
are toul misfits In politics; they turn to 
the masses merely to fulfil tbalr peraonel 
needs. Who Is to blaete lor the present 
state of affairs? Tha public, obwouily; 
they have repeatedly oeen electing tM 
wrong persons ro .pow e r. 

S. Rama Krithatm, JCtnui (H$fya»p) 


Alter mbrlcyt moiihy for years loget^. 
NTR has suddenly woken up to (Et fact 


NTR has suddenly woken up to (fit fact 
that • lot of bjuttice Is bting dona In hfs 
home iiata. 

P. B. Hart DiSA Chittoce 


Amitabh Bachchan, Raj Kumar and Prem 
NatIr should alto Jump bro tha political 


fray; altar all, don't tbay have a sixeable 
following too? 


loiJowint too? 

Ctaiba aaiasubrama/iian, JIfadraj 


NTR feels that his '’luccess as a film star 
IS in itself e good basis to beeb a political 
career." May I remind mm that the 


career." May I remind him that the 
political strength of MGR <who has been 
"the source of inspiration” to NTR) is not 
based on filmi popularity alooe; he spent 
years io selllesi service to tha poor and 
downtrodden under tbe dynamic lead* 
ership of C. N. AnnaduraJ. KTR is sevare* 
ly handicapped in this respect. 

N. H Sitarama Sarma, Tlrapati 


The 'scar (that) gets brighter' has not 
impTMsed anyone. NTR praiands to be 
genuinely concerned about tha maladies 
mat have struck Andhra Pradesh; his 
promises arc incredibly honest. But one 
can easily read through (his man. He ia 

E »arochiaf To him, Andhra Praderii Is the 
•nd where (he Telugui live; If it were 
wichin his means, he would not let a 
pinch of natural resources go out M his 
stale. He has apparently forgotten the 
very spirit of our Constitution. His plana 
stink M communaliim. He is iust another 
one of those elements that have raised 
their heads in Assam and Punjab. 
Ramesh Kumar Gupta, BaSurmaA (Wast 
Sertgai; 


Ashok'Kamath has claimed that "EVU 
bstilled in the Tamils a certain pride 
about the glories of the Tamil language." 
Nothing could have been further from 
the truth. The so^alledflorifierof Tamil 
bad said ia one of his 'iosi^red* and 
’inspiring* speeches that Tamil was tha 
language ot barbarians (kamuBiren^ 
bhashaf—the very words used by him). 
Could a graaier 'tribute* be paio fo the 
great language? tbe DMK pee^ii who 
used to li (welly worshb XVIL wart 
stunned by his remark; but they dM im 
coodemn hlB for fear of bfitug Aoef 
damaging remarks. I boMltisnavcIaar 
to Mr Xamath bat far irom bartlibi a 
aaiut ,of pridd, BVR tTow 

Tamih a , mao o( ahm B 


W.i 1^*. 
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M idliu Lxmaytt & articie. JtnoMti, tne 
liHcrti O Mayp. w«» thouthr 
pnmilting and a pleaunt deviaiton fnim 
In*' rc'poft.s mat arc norflia^iy 
in At KUAN U'<' took forward to 5ifBilAr 
HFiiUdH on Manaima JandA; Nehro Mpj 
otAfr Ufadp^^ ot the mJvoviM«‘AL’i' au, < 
Mair^v iinuiasd Snudn CnduU ^n'i 
MofitmrndO imr^n OnittUd MaiUst 

Ml l.imavk ^'Atahtisnon ttH P4i< m-tt 
Manaiiti't Cijndn' .mil Katat wini* :• 
avou« Ml Tnr div iMoti i/t itiv ««»iinir> > 
I'lpJt tha' in>‘ t<i<' 041 (■Ml riiii* 4 

O' tails It)" Miivhnt' un'ic* ms *iann < 
4110 hnnaii wirn itti mi *jim H>tips» 
tiHiK jult aii>anta£'' r>' li* 

Vanas A/irrj SutmartM hi<;^ 

(h*' >'>1 5prst«i was ,i tAX> tfi'a 

AtiMouKli I heiriAa to lA* posi iwrittion 
a>*ttcpMit<o« uv' sri*at|oit oi I'aRtsiai' itas 
aiHriVs lH*pt> Ml (trpai inrvtiA* u> !>« 

MALM hjM >t Vhtsliiit ti ivmi—4 roiiiaM»« ( 
heart wtiu 40 aftihiK IH’ih ot mtoil r ven 
M» Ah' schAojO'ivs As< used to ri v«‘a* ims 
setts*' or ii»si‘:ui|U Hi saxoh^ "H* M 
hnisdoP^ M'•'» pjot»'rief. tt< 1(10'« W- 

••rr VIKUdtl* Otl'vd * IllUt^ Ml t*4kls(H0 
M' mM rOoliic'iklAil ir>«Mis> .Oils 

(h*. w- .jii iiM^M : . 'tv>« wiihiNir 
loai M| rasMii ) tiui) r Kriov isinm«' a** 
at»t hlN MiM.t'. ''OOI. MO •Ust»»H IfKV 
must iirtv* It ri iliummt ti int * turn us Mrs 
Mfent' A M>' •onnti'ittja ^i» t name* 
nt:* llh'il ’C* <W > t W' t) I «» 

kSMS ' t'ls kOniM. AIM' IW.'l 
\ t*»w verit«Jih<' wlit'O •'irtiMKi'it i»r ois 
M’hcft'dDtittl* suT«' eiu>Ji*t« (SiV'tveA'd 

th4' A'' hail -t</ f’rllSiSt.l,' 

VVAv mijsi > Of' Ml' V>tt*> ts .*• t>t.t. '.•* 
Ohs* 'hitiK Is s K'Ui in*' 1 leailsat mi >*4 , 

tat* ita lid sulvcti .Ills i>r*tt>iaht •* ras 
'MU • oat CO ttim/ r>rf»h terns I h* *pn>e 

<H nivH'tirit' >111)0(1^ ^lllstlfl|s 4M tnUi • m^s 
lints M»'lUilw'U sitU iitiuu '•* inop «ns 
l3M(*n alt! rrieiKi stirtM d<n->SHwi w»Iitn« 
s i'hiim.iy 4*m*iA4 

Mt (.imavo Had OMThtn^ now to sa> Ho 

to i^AiiKr iis liidtans pv convoviiii; . 

iho tnippossion ihfit Pakisiah ha * >4*1 roc 
lossoU ami India has remauiod ttiih 
IdMoat «nd ptticrosstvt I'htN ts ivir on* 
iirr'ls trui Owi jhc voara. Endta Iws 
AioaJiiv drtlivu inwards loiaiiianattism 
this IS Apparent from tho tiriancial plan 
ntiiK and rriMliaruiiirni which arc similar 
ui ibL .Sovrer aysicm Karbattnmi has 


oymg with history 


adhu LirBay«& article. 
liHcrai <2 Mavi. wt 


been rendered iAciie«'(ito, ana so use 
the mdKierv And worst* siiti India x 
iftiUorjous rorord ni hiiml vuppivt '*• mo 
riiihioss hOYior I mun aj. .ssiie'^ 
Afehenisran imiuuoo naovi's 1 ; is 
nn* ''as'SIAM i. ihrinat na. r|.||ii|>ioss 4 > * 
sin* i' 

.Viidsr' viima/ ' ti - u t 


M' i.Mna>*’ N«s •liv'd t.i ••*viiuo r 

with 'He holU (!' Jisl«irio4i 1 I •« An 
wi(i‘ hi' oeo n**.aniui*‘ nisi or. 1 
dowo tAeii umo U* laeiavi v«>i. 
dehipaiori liandh: NoImo arnl ini 

E l OS' and (iilrot> iffinai' at* i * 
oo^n* n svtuiariM) rtii .d 


- A st a inless y of.i 

M edhu fains cover s|pr>. H’fle' 1 
AleAosh y»gi 'ealh doinx' ' 2 * 
Apjiik was simpiv sufiorl? » haw* mIks. 
visiiod tno Manan^hi msiiiuio nt J > 
uaiioswa* Ann oavo uisttivorid ak< 
>iar(< in »* in me.. tu;ir> *'Mtn raint* >' 


t-trrviiMittn 


>lav«. <iitoxt*(li 


a.* u 1 



<• a 



4 h* msiiui 

• ll'.'sl ««• > 

'**viiU(* msitif' 

f 


Jisftiriou 

1 1 *s Ah't 

• an/ui •• 

lIJSUM*. Hits* |. 




lase 
«<11 
di// 
VIM 


ausKt' iiM* tf»it.mn .4 |iuwiitiii> inet' 
W4'i" • l(l•llo. <H*iti' niiiM). ii*< tomniiiM 

(irs to lnrti«i mnn m Ha 7 whv dm (<•• 
klusueis amno «*•*( m * aoo<| oo at 
indorH'niien* sieio* rAoro ar*; mort* ftlos 
lim« It Indui AoM inai’ mf*i*' ar* » 
Kaitistaij* wn. Jim* ii»>' InJiao Mns* 

now sAafr (ho tooiinvs nt most tKiot** 

panic ton 

faifa Aisaoii* Aow /A'in 

V I'esr tHi< a hisiio 1. .**((4101% in 
miaii task ini. o 4411 Pi* .alUsf worm*, 
tint' 0 iiistoi*' is ii*o pf»lnii>*tt 1 AiMii*. 
nalolv Ml *aiiMM* *1*1 riii to* (i.tii 
have <ni' luliowine oirsi** vaimtis ma«i' 

M’ ^.lllUVOsMimod 1114 ' IIIttMO s .iH 

40 |HMM» Ml l*Hki>*at* Wits Mt •« •J*<in<Ktat( 
via* • W(i«*i>* 41 .Mi/vn< Mu Slot* .iml 
flMii Ahisii K WKii** I '*'Mia ’ll 
Sl 411 «l' I-' 10 Wav *»• «M« W<»<llailtf 
ihoorv I Is a|« th ItKilb* niikhhi* 
hoiauw* Mi l.inuvM Us4h| .1 ivw* siri 
tp*tad(i*ihs ic*iiy> |•|1^an • ' s«ins*aniia* 

hi. I'■' 

'ioi'onviiv Ml i.im 4 s** saw ’kho siai.* 
((Adia* valJ* itsoH sstnla. But ino wn«fh< 
4 iJit>s IS leliciuns, nrv'l'iniinami. H*i' 
di. ' V MrahK-' '‘ 4 >n»ais inti«*t*«* hi 
lamav.* i> »rriaini« >1 s«t^ii*ai |H.*i>on iim 
wh MV no a Imi known a > .1 f11 ndo * f 1 fW' • > 
4 Hindu Can i he bo a setular porwm (••o 
.AJ»(i. can Ur iamavt namv am siato in 
(ho world which has rm ’etnvfs* 

hmaiiv t wiMi !•» ivmirul Mr lamaw 
that fiKiiah nueni hevo had a numkioi uc 
sierlink jiMkiiU'S. nu; ch«* Lebnro n*s4>(ii 
lion did sow I hi sec'ds of (h« preien*. 
ihrocrafH siaio <4 Pdkistan This is an 
undispiiiebla; lov’t. and no arnuAveni cd*» 
refiitr hiitucii 

Aiokt l>ai£tiptm. 7efpej|t<vi 


Well ai^lyseU_ 


L wai highly impressed bv Bamn Sen 
;upta's anajysji. Mn Ca/hihi had 
Jeered Mditeka i Power and P 9 iitiei, lf< 
A^ih bi her efforts to promolv* Rejiv. 
Mr* Candhi forgot all thovt her yuungvr 
hehu. ihe AiMtccied Maneke fell pfvy to 
Tho ann*Iadir 4 lobby. Of coune. Ueneka 
did not fealife that her Botlvernia*Uw 
' woviid laever he brow-b«etes« whether b> 
an 04 iu<der Or n taendy u^ber. 
daieftf &afu/. Hatnnb^h 


.IkMtfca re Beruo Sengyna 
1 MweJJr fMt tMt 
m** AM mt (M 
MipnMdd thanu 


le Cer bie aataly* 
R te *UamhM 
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Muneka n being ovplmtvd b> (ho anit 
Indira elenionis 

H10U Ahoted. Stiptti Kji!iirnM^r(And)tn 
PraSeshi 

The anaiviis wai convincing A* far •< 
Maneka ii concerned, she ibnuld realise 
lhac ahe u heiaf eapknted 
K A P»f, JuUuoPwf 

Ml Seagupca successfully capoavd the 
past. preeeaT and future It is clearly a 
war beinean the followers of the late 
Sanjay and fboee of (he new crown 
priaioa lieiiv's nan wUJ prevaj) 
bocatwe (hM hove Mfv CAndhi't bodiiAg 
Ke«teof. Mrs Condbi ihoaU not foraet 
that be daeA^ bui bis auM 


IS .K'to ijva .ihU' i< > 11 . * ' 

•If** invmin.; 1 t«M a .iio.ii. . 
rvAi^is «iri k *(110* .*iM«riii*i** will* 1(1' 
l>ufi*<i«i* *>' tfainiiK I '«Hiitioi<i <0 
Ihov laii ’iii»n.(av«n nua. i«»'is .4. 

.ini l h>; ui.na.t o.av.* . • 
iv’ti'Hiiis i siion M>'**iiiH. «i to 

iui iiii.. 11- iisrh <. ■* ... 

lll•1•*dl(H <i*»w<' '<1 < 'll' ' 

w • • r 

*U(W H>ft .1/0'. ’/. 

Ms lam ' •sa ' .1 .i/hUU . • .mi >m ir i .> > 
loss aim .oMiusinn t«ivi • s, 

Mm* • 41 * .toll*. «|iai Malifsr , 

rw,’ro * I lint, i.« u'MiM" till' kior' * 1 * 
imnitiii.M vtig.i’ li** iM' hois* ton , 1 

hfihi. imi t>i*|t|jt'«t t«ir iiincJv .v<i wru 
v**liofi« .ioa»n' Imio 'U was hit sm* r 1 
\«uio ■kwafT dt.iMtii Mi.iM.iu 01 s**» wri.i 
<s (liitriK oKMv si.viMi om •iK'tii' 
.icdinlt* iid'l. H< wti >1" it'vitmi’ri 

(lav (.voii t»i'«»oU'likt'/(annit isiin.< It I : 

•«!' * >.*1 r*' .nu •m •' I «t. HI ; . I 

«*|s.* I |S «0 V •. * ' 1 !•'* «(* 1 

staihiO' .< * ... 

♦ % 

(i., t ;i«, 

t r 'll« ovi ' s.ti . •ii.nma* .t .n 

oiHionia. in.*dn.ili*t • V\l ' 11*1 

ilioo iKWv Jm's Ai, i«oi k'siiuin *' 
irui* loAuinw Ai«i 4 'irs«(i i*iMv«*isoM*' 
in<MniUi«s( I .host's >»r ti ». 1 " 

oknijii Mf lai ih.i •.** '1*1'• 

moll* wi«-*»* I. ,oiiai*»w ..Ik **n.* 

'•t Manesri A ttki* rms tm* :aki 1* .«ii. .. 

4 «aji)st UK* ac«|unirj^ ni ian«l .*1 \i 
and /Mliiarilt imporian* Ji«*ns 

The* envoi sdirv was ii<Mih’ i»hs( >i •• 
(no vorsjiiti o* ihos.* wiit» ih*.i im i.* *•; 
icriivlaos 4 IMM 1 S* Uahosh V*i(!i > 0111,1 '*'* 
li 4 >n 1 wniild !iki t«< ask Ms J.iin j siii»* < 
Quo'lioo Whs shi* nm iHo.I'hiiuiv su. 
priived by rh« laip i/iji tmiik'' ciiin 
p(*dnieii. \)ah<*s!i V<>i;i d<w*' n 4 >f nroitmo 
to be an incamaimTi di {,,'»r 
C beiona. Chmrdtgdrh 


Co nff r atidatio 

^ ^ * ** * s S S 

I wish tn cmataiuLut' Swam* i'nvt.df 
Tim M'ljiiwngtho PlitX Md.a rndavhu 
nuii< rifdtfa award I'KinufiM 

reveyvea huBiarr rights aargrJ. 18 Apih 
Mr Trivodi deverven eU praiivo and cn 
eouragemeni 

7. Maihdruddiji. Pernamhui 1 /n/J 

tfaduT 


.. _Last_letter 

dvpriiaiAg eoinpaiKos ur nu advar- 
lAniu ctmiuiisu (Malhoiraa rcur- 


A dvariiau 

kAmfAmg Gtmpid|fci8 (l^alhoiraa rcur- 

ife f^mpaiga. Z May). ARy 

ueev of EnaLkh or Arnarivan blede* 
wilt raeiify uiat me s^eco age* blades 
ef ibe IttlhcRfai are vacy gaod-wfor 


s*zas.ras 





a^p istofy, f^ogrtpby and the uaitptt will and 
M m parwamty o/ tha Aumjn net ttn made r 
Amm mocktfy ef th9 pttet impoatd oe ±t world 
g M by tht vkten tf WorU War H AUitace, 
mM» «JL IwtDCt tad eounttrbtJtrtet. all are dissatr- 
ing jfl tlther tht add tftMw ispirationt ar attJtiag in tbt 
ciuldnn of rtlatttd fnaention. The ctnaiary has gone. 
Friends ha ft btcomt oetnught foes; foes have (lets 
fre^ non t!y) graduand iaro doMous fnatidt Sutpidon is tht 
ruling force, promotad somattmas by avance, tomatiaits by 
and tomariovaj by a ganuiot historkaJ raatntmani. 
^spieion breeds ifehy ftngan, and (hart is no shortage of 
guns in either ibe biack or the whut markat. At do haw 
rAa cAtoi and dastr^scrion of the fonitj Au rAa world 
seen so many fires Jit around tht world simuInntousJy. It is 
not a world war, Aut j> ia a world at war. 

fn tha southaast, tha war involving China, Viaoiam and 
Kampuchaa simmars ahag. panodicjlly coaung to a boU. 
Tnyaf wast from thtrt, and tha Hussiaa avasion of 
Afghanitian Aai rumed a desolate and forgotten coentry 
into a centre of international attantion. Iran and Iraq, wAo 
Af va narar raaUy managed to ante j angle hair os their 
professed "teranicai'" entJti^ the USA and Israel, are 
fighting a bitter war that couM change tha ba/ance o/Mw«f 
in tha most dangarous spot in the world. In the confnnia^ 
tion with Israel the age of the fdite paeea wrought by 
Sadat, Begin and Carter may have vndaa. (It is instructive 
thet of these three heroes two have d/ready and the 
third is survjrx^ by the skin of one extreanu rote,) The 
battle of Sioei may be officially over, but the more 
dan^roua btrria for Palestine has really just begun. 7%a 
;ou(A of Africa is fighting for seif respect a^insf racists 
wUn Aave gyislaved the Wadra and commandeered the 
region's «x(raorduMr7 oatural waulth 


And perhaps the BMSt eMtteordioaiy, if only for its 
suddenness, a the war for the Falkland iaJands; a auira 
uabelievabJe iAoo<iiif matcA twnvwa a ramiathy'ji) su* 
parpower nod macho generals going on in the awful winter 
of the South Atlanu'e. Ofhciai reasM: principle. Argentina 
is defying colonialism, Britain Is challenging the arrogance 
of inrasiort. Beal reason: acieahsra inform us that unmaa< 
sured wealth lias at the bottom of the seas According to a/I 
Sana assessments, Bntain had giren up its age^ld habit of 

n boars plus diplomacy after Sues, rrance after Aigeria. 

ict, Xrffain was aeruaUy due to sell most of Its gonhoats 
by l$8J; even purchasers hed been found. And sudden- 
fy,quire out of the blue, we heard the sound of bagpipes an,d 
amaAiaf 5A/m. Argentina had landed troops on this Island 
of thousands of sheep and a AoaieaicA British (^vernor. 
And Britain sent out its boats, cAearad by a lurid tabloid 
press, fuelled by one woman's ambition to be a puny 
Churchill, and watched by a world drifting between laugh’ 
ter and anxiety. Heavens! Ono day. blood wa actually 
^led. Punch and Judy hed actually drawn blood. 

If there’has been one display of principle jn this whole 
business, ii has been the stand taken by a section of the 
British press, which ha\ refused to furrander to Mrs 
Theteher'v demand that if .sAould participate }n a propagan¬ 
da war. BBC has taken the lead in the defence of this 


principle, and shown that Britain stili has much to offer the 
world. 

M^ara tAara Ji ao n'ar» fAara is tension. Taiwan, India. 
^•kfaran. CAad. Morocco And civil wars are laying waste 
Letm America. The worst perAapt h f Ae ranhun myactad by 
the rAafonc M Mr Fonald Reagan. He wilt not press the 
bunoa, of course, and neither will Mr Brezhnev. No? One 
cannot allow oneself to'believe anything else. Svnuav rakes 
a hok er the strift'tom world. 


Russia's air dafenca rockai unji5 ar rveent combat exerases: the language of war 
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p^'GENTtNA VS BRITAIN 


A fight over principles 
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I •’!• . HH.irua britisn l'l•v••rnc)r Hex Hunts 

.V uc a s. rj I Ml Bntish (orws siuforieti n" me •aiano 
.] 'c. b'.n ci r \ing an V*ern(uie i apun l>ut (he 

A Keoi O 'or 4 •• nheontunne >etr mnriiinttreHdimes 
Kt’rv ifxr tt • .• o vr • *1 »• wi'r a i ' rgen ri nes <« upv I* a i a (and 
•' at 1* * * 'a«*'4, it.e Av^niiiws rusher* on sun «»rri' 

y et. S<> • ( 4'i'ia>a 'tie iie.k* <in\. 

.i^r 14 '«•• r t*e worai Srgernina s moves '’aupH 
.M I H pi.s*- I .MMliv. Mr' Margaret I iiatri*er isei;i 
jsi •' > 4('shif I ntiap iiiinaua. with ire iiu(>ear 
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.iMo ;i( •• ' oer • reel .irinn »rom hrttsi Lumbers 
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' I .1 .nst I)i*mnu4i 

•i. ,% •) r .''genune -•**%-• • eer cmoi'r sjii^’ 

• ^ Ai.ii *a'‘ viiuarv, ’ bve *.»' . c«*erh‘i ii»w n'*> 
«i ‘c** r»'m -mr. run •' • 

j». ■•,»• '•. .. 

e. igentiiia •*iajiai« i '•»• I'r'iis* J »c 
' *1 It . . Oh ton 4»estroi ri was 'un^ :' tsw an • •len 
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\ . •'*’()! liifi *««o cet' nreii .. ••■a* /one 

M< 4<' . «4«nrhr* wem miwii 'riiv ihIcx m iHI6 

k'. 'i,.ai»sh >'e inoiushetj men » *»kI nve* ii>s 

\.:i * as ne Islands were ihen rmiwn as 't v <rgen* 


^Gi wiihoul 'eaaon. Much was ur sraxe for bncun aa w^i 
a^ Araentina '^•rhapi. one *^a»oQ is ou. Kxperu believe 
ihai I he waters arounc tne VaJhiana islands contain more 
oi. reserren it.an the N4>r(n sea off rne Britisn coast. The 
iviarMs «bso «cniain n tnera* deposits. Araentuiu lias for 
mMn> wars (wen wanwtig rite islands as a iiase. Others 
henevi* 'Mat irtc Affentim invasion came at a nme when 
Hresioem t^ooldo ( auien was deea on shifting (he 
.;*ieniion iM i \% iieopie irom 'he per cent inllatinn and 
it« . < per *<*iH uneh'OiOMnenr (har hts cuumr .s nnw 
iacing 

<**'c« ‘ht ttmi step **ad oeen raken Piesioenv («aitieri 
sodg^* *o cnusier turr>nT. At a «pec*»ai rneeimg of the 
Oigafiisadon of American Slates «0A8i. Argentine foreign 
irinisier Nicanor Costa Mendei said ^ "Our greatest support 
j* .r i«v' America," anu (hat his government was Mudying 
(ho 9^ * Rid tie Janeiro treaty under wmch the countries ot 
ihveg oi. .ncoiding the Ij&A couid he called upon to resist 
nggre^Mon against any meeibei state. 

wi'iia me A rgeniine toreign mimstai sounden optimiitic, 
|ir:nal: cuntioence di<\ nor seem m oe ni tn lieit. Mrs 
Ti.accher s K4»vernmer4i «meiired a snoc« wnen three minis< 
lees «•( me foreign office nandeiJ in their resignations, in a 
letter written lo (he ^rime Minister toreign seCretan* 
4Xir(t ( errington held himacif responsible for the deveiop* 
me>*(s in lit: S«»uth Aiiamic and ^esigneu. Konner defence 
ir.imstei T ’ancis Pyn was anpemted the new foreign 
serieraiv Ki*( the opp< sitjon wux not satisfied ann demarr 
<iea lie lesigneiion «• (he Prime Minister herself. The 
e\’' nem^ roo» a beating too Panic seiteu rne i.ondon SrooK 
f Actiange ana at one point shares tost neariy £.1,000 million 
»• vM -u- the pirumi Mfi m ^ts mwes* since f$7.' 


K .. *4if>?n Ant mdUt* HtiM* eftof* ri ocluini'k'ii Tne 

ri«ii settirmen, tii rtcror(.4rti.« w^tii a 
rt* 0'4«s’ eo >i) brstam ir. .suatn .u> »*ar« * a.s tiie I V^Os, 

' I.HV Wesi valkiands were ^ ccupieu tr. me 

j‘ * .. *nK hast haiklanu* weie aiider Vretuti voT' 

.• I ' • tencr S4iid theif sricir*^'n the Spanisr and 



cnxt /rom the HUS Htrmes ia the ds*urfi Arfanric 


.\iK' •. ' ••'offi rile West Vaiki'infl* »rre.ubi«rti <ogt> 
' 4K<*eenien( was woraed tm' act' tiu* hniisJi 
■n- eikier .irikiweo *0 continue. ^rKenti*ia*< repeated 
k Him« OP 'ht> (stands wem naiiecued When ..rgentsnn 
r\ ,ti*iishK(i exclusive fishing ngnis on the surrounding 
.vi4’ers .< «:iasti occurred in il three American sclmoner* 
('nteren 'nr, waters An angrv Argentina seaae4i one iX the 
'»mo*v;,i'' shi.is and look ts I'rew .t« Ruenos Air*». Keacring 
(ii i4 *. 't. 'v,' I)' ' nirncv ’ the oatriHhng Uh naval cenretse 
A'X '• 'C s.r *or the Argeiuine Headquarters at 
ric e<‘(u. A 1 U. I) uv cj*rt on «nefa. it wa^ (ime to* the 
di. s* .. Hveo n ui 1KX< 'he Hr>u&h warship Cla. amvet. 
k to r .ukketiU ((lands and nut au *he Lmeo Jack oroenng 
• i ki 1 genitne (uubers detei.uiwg ~iie istanda' garrison cti 
ttuv. *0, Ji« next iSo veai«, Aigehtuws |>rrKess« were 
.•Jv .gciurfti^ nv tjiv HfitiSd and (lat re«i k c the woe d Nor 
io\\r '•> agi). tnereture when Argeotinj u.oae is* ac* aa it 


••> u irid m gain support irmn Britain’s adies, Mrs 
Thaichef urged the ten laenberf of the Eun^^eafi Econo¬ 
mic Commun it v (o bap all imporu from A/geo cina, stop saie 
of.arms m the country and withhold exocat credit. The tea. 
acred immediately by closing their pom to Argmtine goods 
•ill 17 Mav Kntaio itself cut oft dipiomaoc relations with 
Argencina, ihe liank of Engiami froae ad of the $1.4 billion 
worth ot (inancioJ aseets the ArgRnnne govenu&ant. 

Bui rhe allv oo vdiom Bntain wafk relyiog moat sras tbe 
1 nited .States. The Reagan admoistnieKHi sensitive to 
Bniain's neeos. remonded only mildiy Tbeir posittoo wag 
unenviaHie l>n one oaDd. Britain was a strong aOy (VhiJe on 
the oiocr Argeritisa needed tactful handling ia v^ of. 
Moscow s influence reel or petenoai—tn Lnn Avme$. T 
Acting on Bnmin's raquew to mvetit a CRcis, (78 Moenrr 
a state Alexander Hi^ called tipoB tha AriefRUM ambne' 
seoof and sent a menage to PwideAt Gahlen. AiWldoa 
pxumptty retacted tbe A w m een ygeB g^ : 

another rifoct to 
ordeneu 
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v w Ui Ifrf TteMr, 

Cudcfi and ArfncaM slaiMr Hiauw Com 

Moadei. Mr Riig** fiv^polar nnopooi] oonoitttd of both 
lido* rdraJalng froa hoilUm<M; wicbdnwtl od trooM; 
withdrawal of auetioai agatnot Art<Btiiig aod tfa attOBg 
UP of an AraantiDi Bricaio-AiDafkft adoOaiftration'for the 
laJaadt. Whila tho Bridih recoived it tyaMthatkallvAnwo* 


naa rojactae tne peaca plan propoaeo oy Mr Haig, witiua 
tha Mac four days nagenatlods rtachod a deadlock. As the 
month cane to ao end, Argancina ceesed to wekoraa the 
Idea 0 / Mr Haig continuing the peace miaaion. 

At thi$ jusenire, Berv ttepped in with a 9even*point 
peace plan Mppmed by the u&A which was reiectM by 
Argentina Mrs lhatcher retorted wiA her rejectiofl of the 
proposal for the cease'flre unless Argentina agreed to 
wimdraw its troops from the Islands. Sne was main* 
tainlDg her stand: Argentina oust withdraw erooM b^ore 
there con be anything remotely iihe negotiatiooa. such was 


Gaote^ Mr 

JgflorPera^CvQ^.amad'dl^. lettaln foond the UN 
propoa^ acceptable, m it linked the ceasefire with the 
Argentine wimdraval from the Jslendb, a basic British 
procooditioa for truca. Arteadna too was willing to retuma 
peace talks through the UN. But even as the UN Secretary 
Geaeral called for peace during bia efforts, Briuin set}! 20 
more )ei filters and two aquidrotu of planes to the 
new^ aepeaded war aone, on g. Mrs Tnatcher even 
received the go^aad frua her cabinet for bombing the air 
bases oa mauttand Argantiua. 

Over the nmrt cou^ of weeks, prospects of peace 
brightened and tbe VN Secretary General strongly hinted 
that his peace efforts were getting somewhere, ^e issue 
now would have to go back to the Security Council. But 
evee as the chances of peace remained alive Britain was 
poised to invade the fslanda: assault vessels end the 
troopship Canberra with more than 2,00o peratroopari and 
marines had Joined the warship blockade of the Islands. 


SOUTH AFRICA V$ BUkCK AFRICA 


A bloody road to freedom 


I n the last week of April.4S crack guerrillas of the 
South West African People's OrgeolMnon (9WAPO) 
slipped into Namibia across its heavily guarded border 
with Apgoli Armed with surface't> air missiles, rocket 
launcNers and contact mines, the guerrillas picked their 
way through white farmliDd, choosing targets at ran¬ 
dom. A farmer was killed whan his truck mew up and 
two children died in another eiplosion. Using vastly 
superior firepower. South African forces retaliated. At 
the end of the SWAPO seek-and-destroy raid, 3S guerril* 
lea ei^t soldiers end 19 civilians were deed. 

The aWAPO operation was yet another bloody bout in 
a war which has kept the South African bush ablate for 
the past 16 years. And SWAPO chief Sam Nujoma 
justified the raid as a retailacien to Pretoria's *eets of 
aggression against other counihai." He was referring to 
the series of incursions into AMoUn territory stagiBin* 
aged by South Africa between May end August last year. 
South Africa's Prime Minister P. W, Bothe hed tried to 
play down those it tacks, calling them "hot pursuk 
operations’* to snuff out 8WAPO oases in Angola. But 
even eccording to South African sourcas, in the August 
fighting alone more then 1^000 people were killed. And 
Angola sew in the South African aggression an attempt 
to oeatibilise the Angolan regime, give tbe right wing 
UNITA forces a fflUp and take internarional attention 
off the question of independence f^ Namibia. 

There was ample warning of last year's attacks on 
Angole, but no significant mtematiooal pressure was 
ap^ed to preempt them. Altar initial incursions In May 
ana July, Angola's permanant representative m the 
United Nitioiu made it known that Seuth Africai^orces 
had occupied several localities In eouthem Angola as 
well as "undertaken lerge-scale destnictioo of the area." 
He also said that parallel to tbe "devastitl]^ military 
Invasion" South Africa hgd moved an adiHriora40,000 
anned men into the trust itrrltory of Namibia. 

Soon af rarj^uth African Jet* t woop^ on the southern 
province of Cuene, bombing to4 senfiog: oioc dviUans 
were killed. Tbe next day. fi^ar, planes ttteckad two 
buses carrying peopl# to tne Chuilc missraa hospital in 
the same pro^nce: 19 civUtana were killed. Then came 
^ "Operation ProtM **. the Wgwt offeosirt since Novem¬ 
ber 1975, when Pretoria interfered in Ang^'s cfvil war 
and backed the National Pmt for the Ubarailon of 
Angola <FNLA) and tea Narioo^ Union for the Tocel 
IndeMadeeds of Angole fUNJTA). If Angolan eccmmts 


Pietea.* loMbtog rajdi w 
'CgtaflMtiidChiiniipaha.g9 


won gttda on the tewns of 
Kn w miles inside AngoU. 


Units of the South West African Territorial Forces 
(SWAFT) end the South African Defence Force ISADF) 
launched a major ground offensive that cut deep into 
AngMen territory uong the west bank of Cuene River. 

^en the dispute eventually came up before the UN 
Security Council at the request of Angolan Presldant 
Jos# Eduardo dos Santos, South Africa received just e 
mild reproof few its bed behaviour. 

While the US vetoed s resolution condemning the 
"ricisi regime" of South Africa for its "premeditated, 
unprovokM and persistent armed mvesion," Britain 
choee to abstain from votlni. 

On 14 September the UN General Assembly adopted 
(U7 votes, 25 abstentions) e resolution askins the 
Security C^ncil to impow sanctions agiinii South 
Africa Wause of its intranalgence on the question of 
Namibian indepeodence. As usual the sanctions were 
never imposed. 

With the coven patronage of the US end its* major 
eUiea, South Africa Kas been successfully evading grant¬ 
ing independence to Namibia, a mandate initially given 
to It by the League of Nations. It has also been ignoring 
Security Council Rcaolution 43S which stipulates a 
ceasefire, elections under UN supervision ana a consci- 
tueni assembly to draw up an independent constitution 
for Namibia. 

Apart from the political and human rights issues at 
stake, aouthem African frontline states have to contend 
with some adverse ecoocmuc airangenents also. Leaders 
of independent Africte countries feel chat an end to 
apartheid would be of so conaoQuence unless Pretoria's 
scran^bold on trade In the region were loosened. The 
Southm African Development Coordination Council 
(SAPCC) was set up aome time back to do Just this but 
has^hieved little success. The 8ADCC comprises nine 
cowttries: Angola, Botswane, Lesotho, Malawi, Mourn* 
bk)ue, Zambia. Zimbabwe, Swasiland end Tanuaia. All 
<ii tbra except Tasiania and Angola heve their econo¬ 
mies fimly tiered to South Afi^’s. Mostly landlock¬ 
ed, these countries depend heavily on the South African 
railway network ana ports. L^tho, Botswana and 
SwaatUnd rely oa South Africa for about 90 per cent of 
their imports, Zambia and Malawi for 2$ aer cent. In 
addition » this, 8B per cent of Lesotho's, 50 per cent of 
Becfwaoa'a, 20 per cant of Swariland's and around 15 per 
c«M ci Malawi's and Mosambiqae's wage earnings come 
put of South Africa Faced with such economic might and 
Mih Africa's powerful frienda, (who see in South 
Mria a aouad trading partner end a buffer against 
Bo^Liafluaoca)^ the aleck African states have a long 
bairie ahead. 


IRAQ VS IRAN 


On again, off again 


T he worid would ceneinly have lo&i wcerest in the 
endless end boring lran-Ire<) *rer ind it nor been 
for Iren's recent succe.ss in recapturing the terri¬ 
tory it had lost to Iraq. The war has been going on 
for 20 months with periods of intense fighting 
eKracting vrprld attention followed by days of lull, m iust 
(he first ntne months this war looii an incredible toll of 
40»000 Jives from both sides and accounted for $d0,000 
mil 1 100 in damages and losr revenue. How many more have 
died in the past U months is anybody's guess. 

The war began in September 1980 with an Israeli style 
blitskrieg by Iraq to recover, ostensibly, 200 square miles of 
Inhospitable territory occupied by the Iranians. The even¬ 
tual tun of President Saddam Hussein of Iraq was lo claim 
full sovereignty over the Shatt al*Arab river which divides 
the two countries with the eastern bank under Iranian 
control. Irat) started the war by launching a three-pronged 
attack on the night of 22-23 ^ptember. And even as the 
Iraqis made spectacular gains on all three fronts, they kept 
uisisting that they had no territorial ambitions: that th^ 
only wanted to recove.* the territory which was rightfully 
theirs. 

Within two months the Iraqi forces had ovarrun four 
IranUn towns, leaving 1,700 Iraqis and 1,125 Iranians dead. 
Soon after the four towns, the Iraqis captured Khorrem- 
shahr. but only after paying a heavy price: ^,000 Iraqi 
troops were killed and twice as many injured. The siege of 
Ahwat, the capital of Iran's Khuzestan province, and of 
Abadan, the refinery centre, was Uid. In the encounters 
that followed, uver a million Iranians were displaced and 
had 10 be given shelter in refugee camps. The Iranians 
fou^t coofh and nail for Ahwat and Abadan and though the 
refinery at Abadan was severely damaged, the Iraqi 
advance wgs finally stalled. 

With the stalling of (he Iraqi advance and Saddam 
Hussein's repeated overtures for peace, it became in¬ 
creasingly clear that Iraq could not sustain a long-drawn 


Kkin withdrew his troops from Iranun territory; the subse 
quent mediation, they insisted, could only be on the basis of 
the 1975 Algiers treaty. This was unacceptable to Iraq as it 
had already abrogate the 197S treaty. 

By July 1981, the Iraqis had occupied roughly 8,000 







^uare miles of Iranian territory against the 200 square 
miles planned earlier. Tactically, this would have put 
Saddam Hussein in a strong bargaining position at peace 
talks, but the Iranians were still not reconciled to j^ace. 
Their strategy was to prolong the war in the hope that Iraq 

AywtolIiJt ajtd Htjssefn: dividing hluo 







Iraqi T$4 t§nk crossing A e roun rtver in Snpfnmbtr J990 

would eventually exhaust its manpower and reserves. And 
throughout the second half of 1981, the Iraqis suffered, if 
not territorially at least on the economic front. The war had 
been reduced to artillery and missile duels with the Iraois 
taking the initiative and the Iranians pi^ferring to oe 
selective in their attacks. 

On the other hand, as much as Saddam Hussein wanted to 
return occupied Iranian territory in lieu of the recognition 
o( Iraqi sovereignly over Shatt al-Arab, he had to keep up 
the pretence of engaging the Irenian forces because the war 
was not officially over. It was a rather strange situation: the 
aggressor not wanting to fight any more, but fighting 

ta\ 1IT1 flnri rkfl virtim Itrind liSw 


E hate of wor not many military catuallias were reportedi 
ut thousands of civilians were killed in the crossfire ot 
missiles and artillery, and roughly two million Iranians had 
to flee their homes. 

Despite initial attempts, international mediation to stop 
the war did not make any headway because Iran questioned 
the sincerity of international mediators. As the then Prime 
Minister Mohammad Ali Rajai put it, "We have no faith in. 
international oiediatioo... we only receive mediators to 
counter Iraqi propaganda." It was obvious that Iran was 
planning a counter-offensiva. 

At the end pf March this year, the Khomeini re&mei 
already busy tackling the leftist Mujahideen and the 
n^rwing royalists withio Iran, decided to launch a spring 
of Tensive against Iraq, la four days, a detachneni oi 
Iranian tro^ renamed /arah (victors) made spectacular 
territorial gains. Relying on sheer numerical superiority, 
they sliced through nearly 2,000 square miles of territory 
overrun by the Iraqis in 1980. Almost 5,000 Iraqis were 
killed and 15,000 taken priwner. This shook Iraq which bad 
so far been spending a billion dohan a month on the war, A 

number of Iraqi od inetaUations wePe destroyed by Irapian 

air strikes, and the pumping of oil from Iraq's major, 
oilfields in the north aad toot stopped. 

Iranian Prime Minister Hussein Mousavi declared that 
the offensive would continue "until the liberation of the 
last inch of the Islamic republic." The Fatah has, till the 
time of wntiBg. swept into most of the IrtqMcupifd 
Khuiestas end nas laid siege on Khommshahr, clearly Ihe 











U Ino hu no tomcoriil ninbittoru then the 20-i»onih*o|d 
w«f mey come to an end as soon as the Iraoues have driven 
the enemy out of their country. Bur that would not put an 
end to the Iran*Ira<) border dispute which has iu r oo ts io 
history. The war is essentially a manifestation of the 

3 ;e*o]d feud between the Shlas and the Sunnis. Saddam 
ussein is hardly the undisputed leader of the Sunni world, 
though he does see himseff as*Nesser*s successor, He has 
always enjoyed the nuval as well as financial support of the 
Arab countries, even though his country has a Sbia 
majority. The Rhomeim regime, on rhe other hind, certain* 
Iv represents the majority of Shias. It is to the latter's Cf^t 
that in almost total isolation it has been able to resist the 
Ireqi agm^ssion. Iran has always been the weaker adver* 
sary; politically unstable, functioning with almost no cash 
reserves and fimited international .sympathy. Iraq began 
rhe war with $20 billion in cash reserves and loans from the 
Gulf countries, though it hat now been hit by ao inflation 
rate of over 30 per cent. 

Over the last 3SO yeurs a number of attempts have been 
made to resolve the border dispute, but without success. 
The 1639 Zohab treaty between Persia and the Onoraan 
Empire (which included present-day Iraq) drew the line of 
demarcation between the Iranian plateau and the Mes<^ 
potereiin plains. The same treaty was reaffirmed by the 
1746 trea^ signed at Kurdan and also by the first treaty of 
Erturum in l6j2. A commis.NM)n wa« »et up in 1943 wnich 
changed all previous Iran-Iraii border definitions and drew 
the line at tne Shatt ^1 Arab river; this led to the second 
treaty of Kriunim in 1647. 

This treaty wan important bvcauie, among other things, it 
declared Khorremshuhr, rha I'^bnd and anchorage of Aba¬ 
dan, and (he eastern bank uf Shatt al-Arab es part of Persia. 
This gave the freedom of navigHtion to all Persian vessels 


OD Shan al-Artb. Aoochar .cooimMM wm aai oh lo 
demarcate the froadar ia dattlL bot the Mch of the 
commieeion was navar coQplttM due' to dii pwtoi abi 
conoDversiee. In ordar to subUlat chMr fmm 

aod Turisay eat up a tadudeal commiarion In 1B31 and Aik 
in rum, muhod in the Conatantlnopla PretoM if IM 
signed by Turkey. Pereia, Britain and Ruitla and mch 
gave Turkey eoswalgnty over Statt a]*Arab. 

However, (be diapute Wwetfi tree and Inn over Shan 
al-Arab coatmued. In 1994 Iraq cominelAad lo tha ledjiiia 
of Hationa aod All lad »the traacy « 1937 which raquiM 
both pertiei (o adhere to tba treacy of 1919 sviA aoAi 
modificaciooe. The 1997 treaty dedared fnt navlgatlM far 
mercbanc ahiea of all countrlaa In shatt al«Arab, but to 1161 
Iran, violatecT this by ttldAg over the beiAJng fa«UM« et 
Abadan. In ratalladon. Irah dedded to bring traffic to a 
standstill for eome time. In i969. Iran abitwaiM the traeiy. 

hf atters came to auch t hotd In At early Seveatiaa Aai 
Algerian Preeident BouaiadiOAna dedded to madleta. Ihe 
Shah of Iran and Saddam KuteeA met In Algiara and Ala 
meeting resulted in Ae 197$ treaty by vlmie of whkh 
surrenoOTed i(i soverelaiy over the aaatorn ride of ifcatf 
al'Arab; in return It ootaiMd the withdrawal of Iranian 
support for Ae Xurdiah rebels In Iraq. However, alx oaonAi 
after the Islamic revolutlen io Inn. tba Iraqi praai btiU 
harping on ethnic claahai in the Iranian province cf 
Khusettan and accuring the Khomeini rogiaie of Atarfaring 
in Arab affairs. Iran. In turn, accused Mddam Huaaain N 
supporti^ Ae rebels in Khuaoacan. This diiputt raculted in 
the Iranian artillery opening fire oo the Iraqi ririea of 
Khingm and 2arbe(ia. This waa the eacuse Aet Bqddaa 
Hussein wes looking for; he promptly abrogated the 1979 
treaty, daclered that ban had failed to withdraw from 
temtorits occupied prior to 1975, and ordered his trobpa 
into Iran to recovar lost territory.* 


ISRAEL VS PLO 

The last peaceful step to war? 


T he Israeli withdrawal from Sinai on 25 April was a 
low key affair. It Jacked the sense of triumph Ae 
lete Egyptian President Anwar Sadat had hoped 
for whan he left Camp David in 1976 after staking 
his political reputation and his country’s future on 
i meeting fiercely opposed by Ae entire Arab world There 
was little in Israel’s grudging withdrawal from (his barren 
desert land to indicate that it was (he result Of four years of 
painful negotiations and supposedly (he firm ungiSle step 
towards peace. In fact, even as the Star of David slid down 
(he flagpole there were many who wondered ff Ats was the 
last peaceful seep after which both sides, relatsed from 
their obligations, would begin preparations for a full scale 
war. 


ZiooiM aerrierr beug evicted by Isneit sofdim 



The wiAdrawel was preceded by weake of tenrioo and 
bloodshed. A group of 2Uonist sMlou, led in Rabbi Xahaiia, 
founder of Ae New York^based Jewish Defence letg^rti 
was refusiiu to leave Ae dioal town ^ Ytmit Ihe group 
bad to be forcibly dislodged by IvaalJ aoldlan, but only 
after getting wide publidcy aad exacerbating hardcora 
Zionist resentmant at haring to give up 8Aei. In the Iirari 
occupied West Bank and Geu areaa, tha riolatloo of the 
Done of Ae Rock mosque, a spot stcred to boA 
and Jews, by ea AiBarieea*oora tsreeli soldier who shot hhr 
way Ato the sanetuery. lad to widespread protaats and 
riots. Id Aa Israeli aRByri atiampii (o control Ae rituerieo« 
an cight-yaar-old boy and Area teooagers were killed. The 
aree was already tense after the —^Q»g of three Paleati* 
nien mayors by Itfaall authorities, and in Ae proteica Att 
foUowed a IZ^eer^old Falettlnian •Aoolglrl waa killed. 

TVn Sinai withdrawal was (he flret phase in Ae Icratl* 
Egypt egreement a^ned at Camp David under Ae aegla of 
President Jlaiu Carter. The sumoilc wu bitterly de¬ 
nounced u a "dirty daaL..whiA does not decide our 
desday* by tba Palesdna Uberadoa OrgealaerioQ (PLO) 
who hold that they should be consulted on any discasiios 
regarding their own future. The next ntM of Ae eeoord 
deelnriu the "autonomy" of tbe Paleatliiiu pe^etiM in 
Aa Warn Bank and Aa Casa min. Bni Ao changsd pnUtkal 
cUmeto—the asaesslaetion of Anwar Sadat. As DaChd» 
celd'war atboa of the R^g*" edadaiMrarion and growlag 
Imeall intraarigaaee makes It laiprobeble that It wUI ohe 
placa in Ae nase futura. 

Tbe PLO*s own stand has changad radically riace it was 
formed out of Ae wreckeae of severiJ older, laiaUeriroupi 
in 1964, nearly IS years after tha ereetlen of brael in 19w. 
Tbe lergestjpoup, Ae ’modenie’ A) Fateh, is led by the 
fUttbot^t xasaer Arafat, an architect from Oan who has 
mastered Ae western art of Sielogue Aploamcy. Arafat is 
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alKo the* chuiitn<in of the 17'metnher council of the PLO. Al 
Fjrflh, biipportod by the majority of Palestimans, limits its 
prcseni tg remlinting to Israeli attacks in its bases 

ill s<iuth Lebanon. Nearly all the resistance activity in the 
Casa strip and the West Bank is the work of smaller groups. 

The Pl.O gamed re.spectiibility m wesiefii eyes after the 
1973 siX'day war when the threat of an oil embargo was 
raised fur the first tiine. The West, dependent on oil 
supplies from West Asia, changed its opinion of the PLD 
from that of a raffish to<ror>sl organisation involved in 
skyjackings to a group speaking for a dispossessed people 
with whom thev could negotiate The notable except ions 
were the I'niieiJ States and Krael. ITie Pl.O was recognised 
by several nations ami in 1974 it was accorded ub^rver 
status at the UN. Hut, despite this recognition, the PLO has 
l)Oi*Tk forced in atiine us ilviiiainis in (hanging |M>|itical 
realirte'<. In the beginning, their dim was the lihoianon of 
Palestine ;ind catiiblishmcni of an Arab state. After the* 
lOti? war with Israel, they modified (heir demand to a 
plurnlistk democracy on all Palestinian land whore Jewt 
and rile Ai abv would live fogothei. They will now settle for 
less: a state covering (li<; Gara and iho West Kaiik^jusr IB 
per cent of the area of Palesiuu'. 

Given the kind of umbrella organisiitinn the PLU is. 
dissensions und iulornal splits are uievitahle. Today, the 
PLO is facing the threat of a lundamentalist back1a»h fiom 
the youth of rhemeupivd Wvsi Bank who, tired of I It years 
of Israeli <Kcupaiiun which shows no signs of ending, are 
qucstiniiinK thi; value of the I'LO's secular leudeiship. 
Vdsser Arahit is also facing the prublem (»f controllnig the 
radical Cuctiuns of the organisation who fear that the 
apparent success of the Sinui withdrawal might further 
ct'i^de the I'LO's bat gaming ptiwei. and are in favour id 
increai^lng laidii fiom their ba'^eS in Ia*baiion 

In the years since Camp David, the Israeli povnrtrhas 


become more rigid. Even its staunchest ally, the USA. Is 
finding the postures taken by the government of Menachem 
Begin more and more intransigent. To an extent, this is a 
result of Begin's own domestic compulsions. Kls ruling 
Likud coalition stays in power by virtue of a single vote, 
and his main base—the Sepharaic (oriental) Jews—de* 
mands that he take more hawkish positions. They fiercely 
opposed (he Sinai withdrawal ant^ favour an invasion of 
Leuanon to wipe out all PLO bases once and for all. Begin 
himself is given (o strung denunciations of western leaders 
who criticl^ Israel ancTdo not continuously harp on the 
holocaust. 

After the Sinai pullniut the prospects fur the implementa* 
tion of the next stage of the Camp uavid accord are gloomy, 
and neither Egypt nor Israel seems prepared to discuss it 
M.*rK>u*ly. The Reaun llaig iicrccptiun nfainly implies 
keeping (he Soviet Union out m (he region at all costs. The 
three pillars of US strategy in the region after the downfall 
nf the Pahalvi dynasty, are Israel, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 
The US is unhappy over the Iranian gains in the Iraqi war 
and views the cJuse relationship uf .Syria, a Siiviei ally, and 
Iraq with alarm. It also fears that an Israeli invasion of 
l.ebaDon. which could lead to a cunf roman on with the 
Syrian peacekeeping force, would be a heaven sent oppor* 
tuniiy for the Soviet Union to step in. The US is also unable 
(u put luo much pressure un Gravl Further, the strongth 
jiio influence uf the Jewivh lubby in Ammvsi makes it 
extremely difficult for Washington to censure Jerusalem 
openly. The other pillar of American strategy, hgypt. can 
n4» longer W fully trusted. Presidoni Muh.iruk, while 
punctiliously echoing his predecessor's cunimitment to the 
Camp OuviJ accord, does nor seem to be satisfied with the 
rule of Hgypt as US ally and Arab outcast Thus the Israeli 
tank.s rolling out of Sinai do not necessarily presage peace 
for this emMttU^d region. 


SOVIETS VS AFGHAN REBELS 

A growing resistance 


P aT),i:ther valley is gnerriMa Loumry. It was in this 
fiercely lugged area imi iinrih of Rabid, bordering 
thn Suviei Union, that the first shots of revolt 
dgainsi ihe reeime of President Mohanitned Dooud 
l^aii were heard in 1973. Ii is here again that a 
^'•veur oU! engineering student is emerging as a dynamic 
leader of a Mujahideen (resistance movemenl) lactam. 
Ahmed Sliah Massoud is causing the Kremlin a few anxious 
moinrnts 

III .1 some, Panjshei valley und Masaoud couJd be 
symptomatic «>f a trend in the various resistance groupa in 
Afghanistan, which seem to have adopted a new and 
disciplined approach to their rebellion against Soviet 
military aggression and occupation uf iheir land. Over the 
last year Panjsher valley has become a centre for guerrilla 
training to which fresh recruits are regularly being .sent 
from different parts of the country. "To fight is not enough; 
to win tomorrow, you have to nrganiw today." This is the 
motto of the young Mujahideen leader. Massoud’s o«vn 
resistance group, committed to the Pei ha war bused Jamaa 
Islaini. has set up schools, hospitals, a library, a newspaper 
and a radio station. The Mujahideen here is also striking at 
targets in Ru.ssian terrirory across the Oxus river, and is 
known to possess niortars, SAM-7 missdvs and Kalashnikov 
machine ^ns. With the resistance movement spreading to 
almost ail ihe 20 provinces uf Afghanistan, stories of 
Massoud's suicess aie inspiring the various Mujahideen 
factions and encouraging ihem to end their own bickerings 
and unite lu fighi the Riisviiins 

The Afghan resistance movement produces varied reac* 
tions. Some see it as a revolt, tutally bereft of any 
s<Kio-polirical programme, thus making it an exercise in 
futili^; some see it as a ridlectton of the fundamentalist 
Islamic resurgence that has gripped the Muslim world: yet 
others view it as merely a natiunaJistic uprising of a people 


wanting freedom from forvign domination. 

This landlocked country, with Iran in the west, Pakistan 
in I he east and south. China in the extreme northeast and 
the Soviet Union in the north, has lung been the object of 
foreign designs, as it lies almost uc the crossroads of the 
east and the west. (In iht; nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Russia. British India, Iran, China and Afghanis* 
tan signed several iniernatioiial agreements and treaties 
concerning Afghanistan’s frontiers. The Ru.ssian govern* 
ment signed a new boundary agreement in 1946 and a joint 
Russo-Afghan boundary commission ultimately completed 
the detnarcatiort unlv In 1948.) 

Hie origins of Aighan communism and the ensuing 
resistance moveme nt go back some years in the country's 

Ifnidcn (i/red Afghan rebel (left) and B*brak KarmaJ 









tn FakhiMn. jin Afghan rtM examinca an anti tank rockat faunehar, as dta am$ marchant (aatrama right) iooks 


inod«m hisrory. The one man probably moat responsible for Breshnev himself questioned Deoud eboui hl$ tile rewards 
(he rise of Afchen communism was Serdar Mohammed ihe US. Rising in enger from his chair, Daoud reporcediy 
Daoud Khan, when Daoud became the Prime Minister in shor backr **! am the President of an independent country. 
19S3, he encouraged moderniution of both the army and Nobody has any right to ask me such questions." The 
the bureaucracy. He afso forged close economic and affiliations became dearly defined and the subsequent 
military links with the Soviet Union, giving rise to a Marxist events predictable. Daoud was killed in the military coup of 
movement in Afghanistan. Until 19o3, the communists in 1970. A spurt of political assassinaiioni followed until the 
Afghanistan were underground. !t was with (he lifting uf Russian invasion of Afghanistan in December 1979. The rift 
the ban on [wlitical organisations and the restoration of between the Parchemists and the Khaloists grew wider. 
Parliament that they emerged for the first time as the Teraki, who bad taken over as President, was fatally 
People*! Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA), under wound^ in September 1979 and HafisulUh Amin was 
Nur Mohammed Taraki (who later was to head the first killed three months later. Afghanistan automatically fell 
communist regime of the couniryi. The Soviet military into the hands of die Russia ns who in stalled Babrak Karmal 
presence continued to grow in the armed forces in Afgha*. as leader of the new regime. 

nistan. In a bloodless coup in 1973, the ruler. King Zahir It was during rheSiviies and the Seventies that Afghanis* 
Shah, was sent abroad for **medical treatment" antiDaoud tan became ioeologicalty polarised On the one hand was 
took over gs President. the Soviet-supportM Jeitisi movement and on the other 

However. Daoud's davs too were numbered. He soon were the Islamic fundamentAlists opposing both the ek* 
realised that the rival factions within the PDPA — the isung autocratic monarchy as well as the growing Soviet 
Parchatnisis (led by. Babrek Karmal) and the Khaloists influence Orgenisadons based in exile in Peshawar started 
(with Taraki and Kafisullah Amin in the forefront) — had popular resistance to the communist regime in Afghanis- 
united to unseat him. Daoud began looking cowards the ten. Today the various Mujahideen factions (see box) 
Shah of Iran and the Americans for moral and material despite their diiferent ethnic groupings, seem to have one 
support; his alienation from the Soviet Union began binding, common denominator—the principle of fostering 
increasing. It is said that during his 1977 visit to Russia, an Islamic revolution in Afghanistan. However, their weak* 


The Mujahideen 


T here is a proliferation of Mujahideen laciions in 
Afghanistan. However, six major Peshawar-based 
organisations have been recognised by the Pakistan 
government. They are: 

Hisbi lalami (Islamic Party): This is a nationwide 
organisatloti comprisi/ig largely the Pusbtus and youth 
members. Led by Gulbudoan Kekmatyar, the group 
claims to have a w.OOOstrong membership whose aim it 
is to create **a modem state based on Islamic princi¬ 
ples." 

Jamea Isbmi (Islamic Society): Professor Burhanuddin 
Rabbani leads this group which has widespread follow, 
ing in the interiors of iUghanistao, especially near the 
Rusi>Afghin borden. Its political character is the same 
as the Hubi Islami and this group is perhaps the most 
disciplined, with field commanders like Anmed Shah 
Masaoud at (he helm. Its ertimeted membership is 
31,000. 

The Hiibl lalami—Y oubJI UmUs fietioii: THU is a 
bmkaway group of Hekinaryar*s p^y hayin| a follow¬ 
ing in 4he southeast Nangahar province. Led by YounU 


Khalis, (his 8,000 strong resistance group is said to be an 
extremely tough fighting force. 

Harkate Inkilabe Islami (Islamic Revolutionary Move* 
nseisi): Drawing its meml^rs largely from the ulemasy 
tribal chiefs, landlords, pin and su/if, (his faction 
founded in 1978 has a veiy strong rural base. With Us 
membWship estimated at 20,000, (his group led by 
Maulvi Naoi Muhammed is conservative, striving to 
establish a secular-democratic, multi-party system with 
an Islamic base. 

Jabha Niuti Milli (National Liberation Front): With a 

oaembortliip of 15,000, this faction, with a traditional 
Islamic ana su/i character, has its followii^ mainly in 
ibe rural southeast. Its leader is Professor ^gghatullah 
Mujaddidi. 

MilU Istamic Mabaii (Islamic Revolutionary Front): Led 
by Professor Ahmed Gilani, this group follows ennserva* 
tive tradiiiunal poliiics, based, rather blatantly, on the 
authority of the Gilani family. It claims to have a 
meftbenhip of ^000 but has reportedly lost a lot of its 
credibility over the last two years. 






ness too lies in tbeir differences over policies end abstained froai votirtg on a res^utiaa propoeed by 17 
, sirategies, which some of cbe leaders are now trying to Muslim oatioai demaadiu the UAConditicoal wltltdrawal 
resolve. of foreign troops fr^ Al^anistan. Despite bitter criticism 

As Soviet troops walked into Afghanistan in December from the various opposition parties and sections of the 
1979, there was wide^ead iniernational protest. Former press at home, the govemmem’i altitude has remained 
American President Jimmy Carter said (overlookii^ the unchanged. 

USA's own bloody war in Vietnam) that “the ^iet Meanwhile, Afghaniscen remeins a tormented nation. 
, invasion of Afghanistan is the neatest threat to peace since The Muiehideen claim to have killed, lo date, more than 
the Second World War.** World opinitm has, by and large. 20,000 Russian soldiers and destroyed about 500 tanks and 
* been hostile to the Russian occupation of Af^anistan and ocher military vehicles. The various rebel groups are 
sympaiheric to the Mi^ahideen. The Soviet Uaion, on its beginning to realise the need to use more modem weapons 

f art, consistently jusiified its actions. In an interview to • and techniques if they are to make any deni in the 
ravda correspondent, Brezhnev said: “Unceasing armed Soviet-backed Kannalist forces. With finencial aid from the 
intervention and the well-advanced plot by the external Islamic countries and US funds being passed on through 
. forces of reaction posed a threat to Af^anistan's independ- Pakistan {where some 2.S million refugees are estimated to 
* vnee jnd created the possibility of making it an imperialist have flocked), the Afghan rebels are gradually giving up 
. military bridgehead on our country's southern border." rheir ineffectual hit and run methods for more coordinated 
Acknowledging the prime security considerations at make, and diKiplined guemlli tactics. 

he added: “Acting otherwise would have meant passively Even the Russians have acknowledged chat the conflict is 
watching the creation on our southern border of a source of now a straight fi^t between them and the “basmachis" 
sehoui danger to the security of the Soviet state . *’ (theRussian woro for Islamic resistance). As Soviet occupa- 

The Indian government has chosen lo remain neutral non of Afghaniiun moves well into us third year, it is quire 
over this issue and in fact, Mrs Gandhi has implied that the evident that (he Kremlin, for the time being, is caught in a 
US has heen essentially responsible for ihe presens crisis, war of attriiion with the Mujahideen instead of staoilising 
In January 19K0, in ihe UN General Assembly. India the country under the regime of Sabrek Karmal. 

CENTRAL~A MERICA: REVOLUTIONARIES VS JUNTAS 

Wars by proxy 


N 


^ draft, nu war, US out of El Salvador!" 

L k 1^ I The 50.000 Americans marching through 
^ ^ I Weshingtoirs streets in March this year 

I brought back discomforting memories of 

w protests during the Vietnam war. The US 
adcnnusirolion's foreign policy was once again bein| sub* 
iecied TO public censure, this time barely e year after it had 
'ooen launched with (he avowed goal of restoring American 
prestige. Whar many Americans now feared was the 

C ossibility of a prolonged and debilitating war in their own 
ackyard, Central America, and they questioned (he wis¬ 
dom of US involveinenT in it 
Secure in the Kremlin. Leonid Brezhnev did not heve to 
contend with such public disepproval. But Soviet involve* 
ment in Central America's murav politics has been no less 
chan that of the USA’s 

Both super powers have covertly or overtly helped lo 
keep civil wars in Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala 
aflame Hnd the fighting nas already taken a heavy toll. 
Since 1974, no less than 90,000 people have died: 4S,000 in 
Nicaragua. :I2,000 in El Salvador end 12,000 in Guatemala. 
In fact, with one person out of every 150 killed. Central 
America now ranks only after Kampuwa in mass murders. 

The USA’s involvement in El Salvador began in 1979 
w hen a cuup swept aside General Carlos Romero’s repres¬ 
sive junta The young officers who engineered the coup 
entered into a contract with the centrist Chrtstian Demo¬ 
crats. Jose Napoleon Ehiarte. who hed won the 1972 election 
but had been cheated out of office by the army, was made 
President. 

Washington backed the new regime in (he hope that it 
wQiilu snuff out extremist guerrillas and contain ibe 
country’s rapidly escalating civil war. Duarte and (be 
armed forces also felt it would be possible to achieve this 
and spurned offers of talks with extremists of the ri^i and 
left, out 0e»pu« ics confidence, the self-appointed Duarte 

government was far from secure and in no time El SalvadOT 
slinped further into civil war. Apan from the widespread 
killings, inflation soared and living standards slumped even 
further. Anxious to legitimise Duane's posibon, eleebons 
at US urgings. were called in March this year. But to 
America's dismay an ultra-right coalition won the election. 

The developments in El Selvedor ere pan of the chain 
reaction that began in 1979 with the leftist revolution in 
Nicaragua. The Americans see in it a “grand design” to 


esublish communtsm in Central America. There is clearly 
more than Just that to the social upheavals in (he countries 
of the region. Ever since leftist guerrillas ousted General 
Anastasio Samosa, they have been finding the going tough, 
both nationally and iniemationolly. 

Internationally they were pitted against a belligerent 
United States. The US. worried over the increasing left- 
wit^ guerrilla presence in neighbouring El Salvador, first 
claimed that the Nicar^uens are covertly helping the 
Selvadorean guerrillas. This led to American cancellation 
of all financial aid to Nlcarana followed by. as one 
observer put it, an increase in ^Evangelical preachers'* In 
that country. 

With the Nicaraguans picturing the neighbouring Hon¬ 
duras as a possible US ally, tbair relationship with that 
country deteriorated. The presence of large contingents of 
Somocistas, supporters of (he old dictator, in Honduras 
affinned Nicaraguan fears. Things came to a head at the 
beginning of April when a column of 20 Honduras soldiers 
iovatM Nicaragua and kidnapped 20 Nicaraguan peasants. 
The circle was complete when the Somocistas aesrroyed 
two key bridges m Nicaragua. 

Sometime in mid-March, the left-wing government of 
Nicaragua declared a state of emergency and put the 
country on a war-foobng. The government suspended all 


connmed outside beliefs that ibe left-wing giMirillas are 
out 10 suppress people’s rights. Even oppotibon leader 
Alfonso Rooelo's statement that “people must be ready to 
defend the country" did not cut much ice. 

But the emergency did help (he guerrillas. The sagging 
p«R-revolutionajy euphoria got a fillip. The Bandmisia 
defence committees (SCDS) formed, during the flue 
against Somoaa, were revived. During the revolution the 
ebS had been tee main link between the guerrilla fighters 
of the Sandinista National Liberation Front <PSLN) and the 
masses. The CDS has once again helped the guerrlllai 
renew popular participation at the grassroots. 

While they are slowly drswn into interoatleixil power 
smigiUs. the guerrilUa art .on slippery ground at home. 
FlttM egslnst a middle claai wMcfc holds wfaetever money 
thet is stiU left in Nieeragua and a church v^ch adelds 
considerable support among the masses, tha rtvolutloao^ 
its’ prooiiaed lend looks i mirage rt^ aow» 






USA VS USSR 


Gunning for peace 


V A f navy aircnift nv^ tha Gulf of Sidra last year. 
% / ■ / placards Mytn| "America 2i Libya 0" went up 
V U in many American cities. What &ese pUcMtcs 
y W actually meant was: America 2, Russia 0. For. 
the incident was one more wamin( to the Kremlin and its 
allies that America would not mind fluting a war to win 
back the prestige it had been steadily losing since the 
Seventies. From the day Mr Ronald Rea^n assumed off ice, 
his approach to foreign policy has been a single-minded 
obsession with countering Soviet attemots to undermine 
the power and prestige of America. 

Mr Ronald* Reagan saw Russia as a power which could 
make tactical retreats but would never give up the ri^i to 
enforce communism beyond its geographical froniiers. That 
is what the Brezhnev doctrine (first enunciated in the iaie 
Sixties) is. With the GS still smarting from the debacle in 


hen two Libyan planes were shot down by US 
navy aircraft over the Gulf of Sidra last vear. 


. to the USA at the bargaining table had not yet been 
achieved . The Russians, however, gained a minor diploma- 


achieved . The Russians, however, gained a minor diploma¬ 
tic vicioo In the meantime by launching a peace offensive. 
Addressing the 2Sth Soviet party congress. Chairman 
Breahnev said it was time Mr Re^an buried the hatchet at 
a friendly summit and that west Europe declined the offer 
of a new generation of American missiles. Mr Reagan, of 
course, was not going to rush to any summit in Moscow, but 
he wanted to keep his door open for such dangling isauea aa 
SALT. So when uS secretair of state Alexander Haig met 
Soviet foreign minister Andrei Gromyko in New Yo» for 
four hodh In September 1981, they agreed to the reiump* 
tiou-^f stretegic arms reduction talks (START, the new 
'Acronym for SALT) in Geneva in November. 


Icronym for SALT) in Geneva in November. 

But that could hardly obscure the fact that the USA was 
on a collision course with the communists. The first was the 
Korean war of 19S(kS3; the second, tha Berlin and Cuba 
crises in 19SS-82; and of course, the Vietnam war. The latest 


Vietnam and Mr Jimmy Cartar's four years of floundering cnses in 19SS-82; and of course, the Vietnam war. The latest 
diplninacyi the Soviet Union, by aralying the doctrine is rhe worst since Russia Is militarily far stronger than it 
rather vigorously, had already scored several direct hits during previous confrontations. To a growing number 
from Angola to Afghanistan. Having won the election on of Americans, the talk about fiahting a limited war and 


ratner vigorously, had already scored several direct hits 
from Angola to Afghanistan. Having won the election on 
the promise of an American revival, Mr Reegan could 
hardly afford to let that go unchallenged. 

Owen this reasoning, Mr Reagan decided tha.i before 
meeting Mr Breahnev, the USA would have lo’ have a 
massive nuclear arsenal with $240 billion worth of B1 
bombers, MX mjssdes and other strategic weapons includ* 




Breahnev and Reagan : talJtfag agaie 


ing neutron warheads to be at par with Che Soviets (the US 
state department's estimate is sU to one In favour of 
Russia). The cornerstone of Mr Reagan's nuclear strategy is 


chat only by deploying such weapons can the United States 
persuade the Soviet Union that it Is prepared to fight and 


win a limited nuclear war. 

The role that Mr Reagan fancied for himself was of a 
leader who was for America's friends and aganist its 
enemies. So, as he went ahead with his plans for arming 
America, he also thought of arming US fnends. He asked 
Congress to repeal the SymJngioo amendment which prohi¬ 
bited arming uiies unwilling to forego nuclear weaponsi so 
that he could push through $S00 million military aid to 
Pakistan. It was for the same reason that he rook the 
initiidve to win over Iraq, Moscow's erstwhile client in the 
Gulf, epproved the sale of AWACS radar planes to Saudi 
Arabia, stationed BS2 bombers in Darwin, Australia, to 
keep a tab on Soviet activity in the Indian Ocean, struck 
arms deals with El Salvador and Venezuela, promised to 
fpced up arms shipment ^ Egypt and Sudan, and invited 
China to shop at America's arms baiaar. At the same time 
Havana was bombarded with American propaganda and 


Cough talk, two Libyan planas were shot down, and tha right 
wing regiaas in central America received generous support 
In their fi^i agtiast the leftists. 


Il did not, therefore, surprise anybody when Reagan 
suggested the potroonemem of talks on tumiing streresK 


suggested the Mttponemeni of talks on tumiing streregK 
ams (SALT) due in March last year. Tha reason: tne 
wUItgeybui l^up chit Raagan thought would lend an edge 


of Americans, the talk about fighting a limited war and 
winning it seemed a sure recipe for escalating the arms 
race. This, In turn, increased the risk of wer through fear, 
miscalc'ulSRon or accident. Worse still, would a nuclesr war 
be worth winning? 

These doubts finally found expression in the Senate when 
Democratic senator Edward Kennedy end Republican 
Mark Hartfield introduced a resolution urging the Presi¬ 
dent to seek an immediate agreement with the Soviets for 
freering production and deployment of ail nuclear weapons 
as a prelude to arms reduction. The resolution quickly won 
the support of the required one-fi/th members oi the Senate 
for being put on record. The majority, however, was still 
with President Reagan. SJxtyone of the 103 senators 
endorsed a resolution tabled Henry Jackson and John 
Warner: It did not mind the frevze, but only after the US 
had achieved parity in nuclear weatton. nis gave Mr 
Reagan enough confidence to reiterate In a TV prime-tlma 
press conference on 31 March this year that US strategic 
thinking was not going to change; 

However, the rush to match the Russion nuclear 
arsenal was gradualiy threatening to do to Mr Reagan what 
Vietnam did to Mr Lyndon Johnson, ft is this compulsion 
that led President Reagan to announce early this month 
that he was now ready for a summit with President 
Brezhnev in October and arm» control talks resumed on 20 
May. This does not mean any lessening of tensions between 
the US and the Soviet Union or of a change of heart. For, 
rhe positions of the two countries are still irreconcilable 
Mr Reagan wants the Soviet Union to cur down the size of 
its nuclear and straiemc arms arsenal by a third, which the 
Soviet Union is unwilling to do. Instead, it wants a freeze on 
the production and depfoyinent of nuclear weapons which 
Mr Reagan thinks will make the US an inferior power. 

Even then the fact that Messrs Reagan and Brezhnev 
would be talking, is a distinct improvement over the 
war-mongering and tough-talking that have been the* key 
feature of Soviet-US relations for 18 months. Responding to 
Mr Reagan's offer. President Brezhnev told the 19th 
congress of rhe Soviet communist party youth organisation, 
Kumsomol, in Moscow on 18 May that lliv US Piesideni lidd 
taken a step in the right direction. Indeed, even as 
Brezhnev was addressing his young party members Mr 
Alexander Hals %vas explaining to foreign ministers of the 
IS-nember HAtO alliance in Luxembourg why they should 
endorse President Reagan's proposals for the resumption of 
START and reduction in nuclear weapons. The word 
'detente' which appeared to have gone out of fashion found 
a place agiin in a communique, released after the meeting, 
for tbe first time in a NATO statement since the Soviet 
troops moved into Afghanistan in 1979. , 







Since light needs to be harnessed, 
Bajaj offers a comprehensive range 
^ to suit every need._ 







INDIA VS PAKISTAN 


Jaw-jaw over no-war pact 


p 


akistiin has not been adhering to the Simla agree¬ 
ment ever since the present inUitai7 niiers came 
to TOvrer in Islamabad, Mrs Gandhi categorically 
told an election meeting in Himachal towards the 
end of the Assembly poll campaign there. This 
the heels of her earner remarks, asain at an 


came on the heels of her earlier remarks, again at an 
election meeting in Himachal, that India did not want a war 
with Pakistan but would give a fitting reply, as in the past, 
if a war was thrust upon it. She had no doubt that the 
sophisticated weapons that Pakistan had acquired from the 
Us would be used against India. She was all for friendly 
relations with Pakistan hut not at the cost of nationu 
interest and honour. Not the language of peace but 
certainly indicarive of the tension plaguing IndO'Pakistani 
relations ever since the new arms race started on the 
subcuntincm after the Russians walked into Afghanistan 

Nor was Pakistan making it any easier for those striving 
to reduce tension in South Asia. Returning from a tour « 
several West Asian countries, Pakistani foreign minister 
Sahabzade Yakub Khan told reporters in Karachi the day 
after Mrs Gandhi bemoaned cne hard times the Simla 
agreement had fallen on, that India's offer of a friendship 
treaty was premature. {^neraJ Zia also added his bit bv 
telling newspaper editors the same day that India had not 
made a ‘^formal'* offer of a friendship treaty whereas 
Pakistan had made a formal proposal oci a non-aggression 
treaty to which India was yet to reply formally. 

Even while giving short shift to the Indian proposal for a 
treaty of friendship, the Pakistani foreign minister wel* 
corned India's suggestion for a joint commission to solve 
problems between the two countries. His country was 
prepared to discuss the terms of reference, composition and 
other aspects of the commission at a mutually convenient 
time. Was this a change from the earlier stand that Pakistan 
would rather look at the no-war pact first before going into 
alternative Indian proposals^ Or did it all confirm Mrs 
Gandhi's earlier statement that Pakistan was blowing hot 
and cold at the same rime? 

Tensions on the subcontinent seemed to reduce and 
peace prospects looked a little brighter for a brief period in 


issue which he wUl not have the world forgot Tlu? la^it 
positive step towards a solution of the Kashmir ivviiu was 
taken at Simla in 1972 when Mrs Gandhi and ?.. A Hhuiro 
agreed to solve disputes between the two countries peace¬ 
fully and bilaterally. The Indian position is that flu* Simla 
agreement is the only foundation on which a lasting peuce 
can be built. 


But when can the threads be picked up again and the 
negotiations resumed? Not immadiotuly; nui even in 
another two months. This is for no ocher reason than the 
very practical one that there has been a substenilal chuiiiie 
of guard at the two foreign ministries and ihu new 
incumbents will take some time to do the file work and 
prepare their own brief* A new Indian forcien secrctury, 
sgotra. has just taken over and his rnkisrani 
counterpart, Mr Kias Piracha, has been posted to New Delhi 
in place of Mr Abdul Saciai us ambassador. .Mr Pirucha will 
not be able to take up his post in New Delhi until Into June. 
Also, the Indian envoy's post in hJamubad is vacant with 
the departure of Mr K. Naewar Singh. The naiv incumbent, 
Mr K. D. Shurma. who is now in Ausiralia. cunnot join 
before late July The secretary general of the fakistani 
foreign ministry, Mr Shah Nawaz, is due for a change lintl 
his successor will require the ntirmul breaking* in period. 
Over and above all this, the veteran peacemaker^ Mr Agha 
Sbahi, U no longer on the scene and Indian foreign minister 
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in Delhi between the two forei^ ministers. Mr Agha Shahi 
and Mr Narasimha Rao, on 1 February. Neither side had 
expected the talks to go off so well. General Zia found the 
talas "encoureging** and Mr Narasimha Rao tboxight that 
the air had been sufficiently cleared lo enable the two 
countries to take up specific issues relating to the no-war 

[ lact proposal at the next round of talks, scheduled then for 
ate February at Islamabad. 

But even l^fore the mild optimism could take root the 
Pakistani media began to emphasise that a no-war pact 
could not be entered into without any reference to the 
outstanding issue of Kuhmir. Came lA Februaiy and the 
Pakistani representative at the Geneva-based vN human 
rights coflunissioD, Mr Agha HUali, equated Kashmir with 
Nanubia and Palestine. It was now India's turn to cry off. 
The then foreign secretary, Mr R. D. Sathe’s impeoding 



Mrs Gaodbf and Gen. Zia* war or peace 


circles the next 


Narasuttha Rao is beina tipped in some circles <l^ the next 
home minister. If by the time the new PakiiiTuni foreign 


visit to Islamabad was put off by India on 2S ^ebniacy on 
(he vound that Pakistan's continued attempts at raising 
the Kashmir issue at international forums were not a 


conducive to the spirit of cooperation that had emerged 
after the New Delhi foreign ministers' meeting, and had 


vitiatad the atmo^here for the Islamabad round of talks. 

Another new irritant In Indo Pakittani relations U Ganer- 
a] Zia'i decision to Include in the new nominated Parlia* 
atns» llajUi*e>8hoori repreaenutives from the feudatory 
terrtiorka of GUllt. Skamu and Hunaa. Fonncrly th^ were 
Hinder IMambea's direct admieiscntion. General Zia has 
^Bolted thb forael aaoewtioii of the areas by daiming 
m pot Smwd tarrlioriea. Tteengh this $tn- 


minister. Gen. Yaqub Khan, settles down m new nun 
replaces Mr Narasimha Rao, then funher delays will be 

ineritable. 

Important as these short term problems are. there arc 
more serious long-term factors standin^t in the way of a 
more teorioa*free subcontinent. To go back to the {teriod 
imptedjately after September *A1 when Geiicial Zia first 
woposed the no-war pact, it is worth recalliiiA th«it Mrs 
Gandhi was a very reluctant convert to even giving ilie idtM 
a try. As she went round the cuuntry warning people uboiit 
the chances of war even as General Zia was waving rh<* 
olive branch, she came in fur a good amount c»f inteni.il 
criticism. Not just the opposition out section?i ol the press 
accuaed her of (wo things: first, fthc wa» lo«irig the 
propaganda advantage and giving herself o beligerunt 
image and second, she was whipping i^ war fevur in order 
to counter rhe growing unpopuUriO' other go vrinmeiu lor 
its mismanagement of internal affairs. As far as (>i;ntiriil Zia 
is concerned, he hes even now not proved that bv iiai a 
genuine interest in peace. The question that nixny obser> 
vers ask is whether an unpopular diciaioi who lui^ lo ruku 
recourse to fundementaliit policies in order to retnHiii in 
power can really afford to bury the Kashmir issue and thus 
wenvehimaelf (d the one ralfving call ro whicii F;*i<!ST.vois 
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KEWAL VARMA anaiyses tha aiaetion raaulta 


I t is a rebuff to Mrs Indira Gandhi. 
KcraJa is only a consolation prize 
for her in the mini'generaJ elec* 
tions held in four states. Her 
victory in Kerala is oversha* 
dowed by tite drubbina she received in 
West Bengal, Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh. And even the KeraU victory 
will most Iskely be short hved for her. 
The I2*parly ruling combination has a 
bare majority of seven and the Con* 

f reu(l) nas only 20 members in the 
41.member House. Such a ruling com* 
binacjon will collapse sooner* rather 
than later. The relatively good show* 
ings by the Coneress(I) in (he byelec* 
Hons is due to tnc fact that the state 

K vernments and the parly bosses 
rew all theit resources into those 
battles ^uch concentrated attention is 
not pussiUla in the scate*wide elec* 
tioru. 

In the election campaign, Mrs Can* 
dhi had staked her personal reputa¬ 
tion; it was Indira Gandhi versus the 
rest. "After me, the deluge** was her 
main election slogan. Whether in West 
Bengal or in Haryana, she went on 
harming, "They wont to finish me." She 
ano her son lUjiv Gandhi were the 
only national campaigners of the Con* 
gressil). She used inis mini*|aneral 
election to launch Rajiv Gandhi on the 
national political scene. But alas, with 
no success! 

Logically, Mrs Gandhi's perform 
ance need not have been so bad. On 
the whole she has certainly given the 
eople a better government than the 
anata Party. Inflation has been 
fought under control. In fact, for the 
last nine months wholesale prices have 
been declining. This trend began to be 
reflected at tbe retail level after some 
tine. Availability of goods, barring 
cement, has improved. Peasants are do 
longer crying for diesel, fertilisers, 
power etcetera. Barring sugarcane and 
cotton, fanners are also not geciing a 
poorer price. That is why the farmers' 
agitation for higher prices did not 
acouire the same intensity in 1981 as It 
did in 1980. In fact, in economic mao* 
agement per se, Mrs Gandhi’s record 
in the last two years can be described 
as ODe of the best in this troubled 
world. It is true that part of this 
Stability bas been achieved by motta* 
Saging the future, through tbe IMF 
oan. But the real price 
have to be paid later. 

Moreover, Mrs Gandhi was being 
challenged by an unimaginaiive 
opposition. The BJP has gone back 
under the RSS umbrella w Charan 
Singh bat bean somewhat withdrawn 
after hit 1980 ^feat. Furthermore. 


fore the Haryana electinn»*^haran 
Singh threatened to cake senyas and 
bb chief nan in Haryana. Devi Lei. 
publicly deserted him. The Lok Dal 
was indeed in a mess when it entered 
the electiofi fray in Haryana. How is it 
then chat Mrs Gandhi got a drubbing 
in the states? There is obviously a time 
lag between the economic realin and 
its perception by the people. Siia Mrs 
Gandhi's loss could not he attributed 
primarily to ber management of the 


country's economy. 
Mrs Gandhi’s ele< 


Mrs Gandhi’s efeccoral reverses are 
primarily a vote against her arbitrary 
style of politics. In Haryana and 
Himachal she accepted wholesale de* 
factions. In an age when the electoreie 
is supreme, she was seen as lacking in 
all poUtical morality. She has com¬ 
pletely destroyed the party organise* 
tioA, particularly at the graasroots 
level. The prMess had started in 1969 
and reachM its culmination after the 
1980 elections. There has been no 


meeting of the AlCC for the past two 
ars The Cooeressfli Parliamentary 


S tars The Coogressfll Parliamentary 
arty which once used to be quite a 


l ive*wire forum, in the last two years 
Mrs Cartdbi; minus the magic 







met only twice—once to "elect" Mrs 
Gandhi as (he leader and the second 


time to pass a condolence resolution 
on Che death of Sanjay Gandhi. Earlier 
there used to be a dearee of participa* 


there used to be a degree of panic ipa* 
cion in the democratic selection of 
Congress cendideces. The names 
would come from the district Congress 
committees and would be screened at 
three stages before the final selection. 
Now everything is decided by the 
mother and the son and that too just 
before the last hour of filing nomine* 
tions. Mrs Gandhi this time went to 
Saudi Arabia and returned just two 
days before the last day for filing 
nominations. It was only on her return 
that the process of final selection of 
candidates began. What was previous* 
ly called the Congress(1) high com* 
mand was just not on the scene. 

The four states which went to the 
polls ware difficult states for the Con* 

B ress(l). Even in Haryana and 
imach^, in 1980 when the Indira 
wave swept most parts of the country, 
the Lok Dal won a majority in the 
Assemblies and the BJP’s per^rmance 
in Himachal was also impressive. But 
Mrs Gandhi has become so cynical, so 
insensitive and so self*centrad that she 
does not make any attempt to broad* 
base the process of selecting candi* 
dates. Ultimately, Mr Rajiv Gandhi's 
recommendation has prevailed. Rajiv 
Gandhi became so important in get* 
ting a ticket that this f eporter sponed 
a polling camp of the Congress^) in 
R^tak with just a picture of Raiiv 
Gandhi and none of Indira Gandhi. But 
you cannot get votes in the name of 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

Bad candidates and their arbitrary 
selection resulting in a Urge number 
df dissideni Congressmen contesting 
the elections were tbe most important 
cause of poor showing by the Coogrea* 
s(I). There were defectors galore. An 
interesting story is doing tne rounds 
about one such aefector. A Jana Sangh 
defector was given a Congressfl) ti»* 
et. His old poUtical friends went to 
him and said that they were sorry that 
be bed become a Congressman. P«( 
come the reply: "You are fools. If I 
could not become a pBcce Sanghi in 25 

C ars hew de you expect thet 1 would 

come a Cangresaman in 25 days." 


f^oming to the statewise analysis, 
V^Kerafa standi out as an anepcion 
to tbe rule. Tbe Coogreaad) hu la* 
proved its poaltion thkn only mnrgf* 
niUy. Thia became possiblt as a roault 
td two oHnciPOl Jipaos on ^ part of 
the C?ull). TUi party wicb Ita tveog 
htftmovladc OBtiM ogaaor in •. 
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WMt B«nul, the L*fl Front it worldnf 
bccftute the rest af the perties ere ti 
the totel mtfcy of the CnOI). It wet 
not to in KereSe. The retpmtiMity for 
driving A. K. Antony into the ermt of 
the Con|tfett(n rosu pridterlly with 
the CPim) Tnit wet cerreinjy not 
beceute of differeocet on policiet or 
progremmes. 

1m other reeton U thet the left in 
Kerele bet run short of progrunmes. 
The first phase of its progriflune, 
particuUriy lend refmu, hei been 
subiteorieny implemented. But the 
left his no progrimne to cope with 




pleneniehon of its eerlier proerem- 
me. Under the first phete lekni of 
sherecroppf f s were made lendowners. 
But the left did not fonnulete the neit 
icege of the progremme to meet the 
re^utfements of the new lendowners. 
The left pertiet in the lest few yevs 
ceased to be an agent of lociel ebenge 
end provided only e meintenenca eov* 
ernmanc. This has led to a graouet 
erosion in its support base. On the 
other hand, unlike In other ^ts of the 
country, the Congress(fl in Kerala has 
bean a partner in the implementahon 
of a programme which brought about a 
big change in the social and economic 
structure. In this siniation the left has 
lost its distinct edge over the Con* 
gress(l). 

West Bengal is where Kerala was say 
in 1967. With the food for*work prog* 
ramme and "Operation barga", the 
CPl(M) has dug its roots deep in the 
rural areas. But unlike Kerala, the 
Congress (t) in West Bengal is not alw 
associated with the socio*aconomic 
change which the CP1(M} is seeking to 
bring about. While the CPI(M) nas 
consolidated itself in the rural areas, 
its losses in the urban areas is atm* 
buied to the total mess on the power 
front. Dr Ashok Mitre and his friends 
should understand that shouting 
against the centre does not bring 
votes. The Congress! I Xs performance 
in West Bengal could have been better 
had Mrs Gandhi allovred the party 


ing her supporters guessing whether 
Che elections would be postpooed and 
the Left front government dismissed. 
In fact, in the eyes of the people of 
West Bengal she proved to be a paper 
tigress. 

Himachal has shown that the poten¬ 
tialities of the BJP cannot be under* 
estimated, perticularly in those * re* 
gions where religious minorities are 
negligible. There era hardly any Sikhs, 
Muslims or ChristiaAS in Hu&chal. 
Hintchal also does not have a aistory 
of peasant struggles and peasant con¬ 
sciousness Is not very sharp there. The 
other opposition parties are weak. Ex'- 
ptoitlng Hindu sanhmenis and the 
political amorality tad orfaaUattoaiJ 
vreaknass of the rfnigaes (II, the BJP 
put up an extremely good show in 
Klmacnal. But its record in other 
settee as well ae in tha byelectioM is 
amranely poor, la Htfyaae ft has wen 
«la* ilMir ^ ettpm oo to cb^ 


Calcutta rejects CPI(M) 


T he Congressd) has 

stormed into Calcutta, the 
political, industrial and 
cultural capital of West 
Bengal. The Left Front, 
which ousted the Congress lock, 
stock and barret from Calcutta in 
tha 1977 elections, now only clings 
on to the periphery of the sprawling 
citv. Right from Cossipore in north 
Calcutta to Rashbenary in the 
south, CPKM) stalwarts have fallen 
by the wayside. A freak victory of 
Lakshmi Dey (CFl-M) in the 
Vidyasagar constituency or that of 
deouev soeaker Kalimuddin Shams 


in Kabitirtha has not altered the 
picture. For in the heart of metro* 
politen Calcuita,->thet is Bert ba¬ 
ser, Jorabagan, Jorasanko, Chowr- 
inghee. Alipore and Rashbehary— 
the CPI(M) hat suffered its worst 
defeat in recent memory. It is only 
in the southern fringe of Telly* 

f snge (municipal affairs minister 
rasanin Sur), Jadavpore (Sankar 
Gupta, chief myiister Jyoti Basu*s 
political secretary) and Dhakuria 
(PWD minisier Jatin Chakravortv) 
that the Front has been able to hold 
its own ground. 

Not only in Calcutta, Left Front 
mergins in other urban constituen¬ 
cies have fallen considerably. In 
the district towns, the Fraot has 
won most of the seats, but not with 
the imposing tnargins of tha last 
elections. But in entire rural West 
Bengal, the Left Front has won with 
awesome grandeur. Despite all talk 
of corruption in the paochayscs and 
the “campaign*' against Opera¬ 
tion barga, the CPI(M) and its allies 
have swept aside all opposition. 

But what perhaps has really put 
Front leaders on the defensive, de¬ 
spite their overall towering victory, 
is the defeat of such pa^ stalwans 
as the inlormarioo minister Bud- 
dbadev Bhattacharya, primary 
education minister Partha My and 
tha maverick finance minister 
Ashok Mitre. The other stalwans to 
fall include food minister Sudbin 
Kumar (RCPI) and €hittabrata Ma* 
juffldar (CPl-M), minister for small 
laduitrics. Six out of 18 Left Front 
ministers lost. Two Congres$(l) 
leaders also suffered the same fate; 
leader of the opposition in the state 
Assembly Bfaolaoath Sen and party 
general secretary Gopel Das Nag. 

Tha election r^ults have made it 
dear that the CF1(M) has lost a 
major part of its support among the 
urban masses. Thou^ it has oeen 
able to retain its foothold in the 
Beanliepeaking middle and lower 
middlt claaa suburbs Ilka Tolly* 
guags and Jadavpora, it has been 
heavily bruisea in the nixed 
population areas of north and cen- 

ermCalcutta.R^tfrom Indapend* ... h 
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ties have always considered the 
cities and towns as their bases. But 
now it is in the rural areas, where 
the undivided Congress had always 
held sway, that the CPI(M) and its 
allies are now the dominant force. 

Political sources main tain that 
the Congress!X) never meant to 
seriously fight in all the 2S0 consti¬ 
tuencies where it had put up catidl- 
dates. In fact, it is being argued, the 
Congress!I) concentrated on only 
106 key seats and aimed (o defeat 
the upcoming CPI(M) leaders like 
Mr Buddhidev Bhattacharya and 
Mr Partha Dey. But then this could 
be the wisdom of hindsight. 

Despite its spectacular morale 
boosting victory in urban areas, the 
Congress! 1) appears to be back to 
where it started. The victories, ir is 
said, will cause more dissensions 
within rhe party than outright de¬ 
feat. Kur example, who wUl^ the 
leader of the Congress!!) legisla¬ 
ture party? Will it be Dr Sisir nose, 
a nephew of Netaji Subhaa Chandra 
Bose, who was elected from Chowr* 
inghee or Mr PraluDa Kanti Ghose. 
who defeated Mr Buddhadev Bhat- 
tavharya in Cossipore? The pre- 
sc-nce uf youth lea da is like Mr 
Soman Mitra and Mr Subrara 
Mukherjee in tha Congressd) ream 
in the West Bengal Assembly might 
create more proolems tor rhe purty 
than solve them 

The rout of theCPl(Mi in Calcut¬ 
ta will pose some serious problems 
for the X>eft Front. It will mir be 
surprising if the Coiicress!!), 
emooldeiied by this morale 
boosting victory, chooses a line of 
more open confrontation with the 
Left Front government. This will 
make it more difficult for the new 
minisrry to carry on with its normal 
work of government. Some con* 
iroversial policies, like the one of 
not teaching English in the primary 
stage in schools, which the opposi¬ 
tion parties had made into a big 
issue, may be reconsidered. 

A bigger question will be the Left 
Front's attitude inwards the urban 
middle class. In an interview with 
Sunday just pnur to the elections. 
Dr Ashok Ultra had strongly 

asserted that the Front was not 
neglecting the urban middle class 
in its burry to win rural support 
with programmes like Operation 
barga and tha big role for the 
panchayats. For any revolutionary 
movement necessarily draws Its 
sustenance from the leadership of 
the revolutionised urban middle 
class, he said. That is theoiy The 
reality is that the Front will now 
have to work hard on regaining rhv 
conlidenca of West Benga^s urban 
middle cl us. 






Wh«n yoa Ipse 

yoar cool 

moke sore yoor 
vehicle doesn't^ 


Whin your tngino Qttt ovor- 
htetod. you*ro in for troublo. So, 
boforo you got oil itoomod up. 
tike a tip from tha Pricol 
Tamporatura Gaupa. 

TN Tamparatura Gauga racordi 
tha tamparaturaof your arigina. 
Whan your angina gats ovar* 
haatad, so doat tha watar in 
your car. Tha hottar tha watar 
gats, tha mora it shows on your 
tamparatura gauga. 

Lat Prico< Dashboard Instru- 
mants warn you wall in cima. 
Thara's an antira ranga of 
Dashboard Instrumanta to halp 
you chaek your vahicia: 

• Tha Spaadomatar 
a Tha Tamparatura Gauga 
a Tha OH Prassura Gauga 
a Tha Battary Condition 
Indicator 

a Tha Fual Cfficiancy Gauga. 


Laadars of tha Indian 
•utomotiva industry Ilka 
a TELCO a Ashok Layland 
a Mahindra b Mahindra 
a Hinduatan Motors 
a TAPE a Intamational 
Tractors a Eichar 
a Escorts a Baiaj Tampo 
a Idaal Jswa 
a Enf laid a Bajaj Auto 
a TVS'BOa Uirta 
a Suvaga a BEML 
a Dafanca Haavy 
Vahidas go 
for Pricol. 

Should you 
sattla for laas? 

























Which would you consider 
when buying your next a 
car t^e? k 


We suoaM you eoAMw 
both. First th# prioo. And 
Ihonwhothirtho 
port ormaos of tfw fyio 
iuMNlM the pdeo. YouH 
IM M on both countA 

you eomo up ¥dth only 
ono anowon tho Dyidop 
•uporSlwHI^N)^ 
oiftyro.Hirt*t«rhy. 


Groatof tread de pth 
More rubber goes mto 
each Super Star tyre to ^ 
make the tread deeper V 
than many other makes. \ 
Thaf s why the tread lasts 
lor>ger on the road. 


A special nyloncasing _J^ 
ensures strength and 
stamina, partlculsrly In 
negotiating poor roads 
where tyrea get damaged 
most. 


cmnqound 

A new manufacturing i 
concept snd the High R 
Performance tread ^ 
oompound give the Super 
Star more ability to resist 
•braaion. This means 
more miles. Iom wear ar>d 




tear. 






Falklands war will end in 
disaster for Britain 


W ith revival of gun- 

boac diplomacy in the 
south Atlantic, the 
House of Commons 
was gripped by a dis* 
play ol collective lingoisffl not seen 
in such primitive s^endour since 
the Boer war. The Argentines, you 
see, had militarily occupied the 
Falkland Islands after years of 
waning and countless UN resolu* 
tions condemning continued British 
occupation as a *neaacy of colonial* 
'ism.*' The Falklands are no more 
British than Hong Kong or Gibral* 
tar or Northern uelana They rep* 
resent a colony inhabited by a 
handful of planters and hundreds 
of thousands of sheep. The planters 
are of ^British stock, as the phrase 
goes, though few British commenta* 
tors have pointed out the fact chat 
immigration restrictions prevented 
Argentines from settling there. 
Yes, there are inunigratic^ controls 
even in the Falklands. A leading 
cartoonist privately told me what 
her slogan was for the crisis; “Keep 
the Falklands Rhodesian.'* 

The House of Commons met to 
consider the situation and debate 
eke sendini of a task force. It was as 
if the empire still existed. Mrs Mar* 
garet Blimp, the Prime Minister, 
was in full sway. *'Agnesi ion,” she 
said, "must be punished.'* General 
Gallieri was a FaKist. True, but 
Britain had been arming this Fas* 
cist for many years ano President 
Reagan was a great admirer of the 
regime. These were trivial contra* 
dictions for the Blimps. They were 
savouring the delights of a war. 
Enoch Bump, the former Conserve* 
tive, provok^ the Prime Minister 
to lumer heists. *'We shall now 
see,** declared the scourge of all 
non'Whites, *whai metal the Iron 
Lady ia really made of.” Mrs Blimp 
looked at him angrily and nodded 
bar bead as if to say, "You will see. 
vou vhU see.” The opposition front 
orach was not to be outdone. The 
Rt Hon Michael BUmp delivered a 
fiery peroration defending tbe dc* 
spawn of the military earpedidon. 
Ine Tories cheer^ wild&. ”You 
have spoken for Enaland, sir,” 
shouted an unidentified Blimp. 
Michael Blimp was to alter his 
stance mar^nally in the weeks that 
followed. It was left to Mr Tray 
Benn to speak for peace and agiwst 
war and lo point out that the Falk* 
laada confuet was nor a re*run of 
worM war n 

It la polntleae coauBraAng on the 
military altuttjra in the aourb 
AcUn^ aa II is subieef to dai^ 
lUMMidm. Kfhat Ts warth re* 
yfinKuK tec Miftr W> Ar* 



Fifth 


Column 



TARIQ ALI 


gentines and British lives have 
already been lost. Before the con* 
flict IS ultimately settled a lot more 
could have taken place. The ques¬ 
tion which has not been posed ^ 
seriously is why did Mrs Tharcber 
decide on this course of action. 
Given the precarious state of the 
British economy, the mUiiary ex¬ 
pedition is an incredible dram on 
the count's resources. It must be 
coating btUions of dollars e day. It is 
rimost analogous to Portugal oecid* 
ing to send a fleet to try and 
reoccupy Goa after its abnormal 
status had been swiftly ended by 
the bellied entry of Indian troths. 
The Indian action was widely con* 
demned by the British press at the 
time, which saw it as an act of 
aggression. Tbe Bniisb leader- 
wnters (with few exceptions) do 
not look kindly on those regimes 
that (for whatever reaaoB) seek to 
end the colonielist chapter per¬ 
manently. The fact that Caltieci is a 
righc*wffig military dictator is, of 
course, a grave embarrassment to 
Whitehall and the Pentagon. But 
Labour's Blimps have yet to state 
what would be their attitude if an 
elected government in Buenos 
Aires bad carried out the same * 
action. Or if a vast majority of 
Argantines supported the present 
rafiffle*! action through a re* 
ferenduin. 

Mrs Thatcher's military offensive 
b nee baaed on bourgeois ratioaal* 
Ity. On the ceairaiy, the City of 
Leaden and eraaciany the bankers 

K not particular Ij^faased at what 
akin placg* Even a eunory 
raadlaa of the Mewrief Tim^ 


makes this perfectly obvious. Mrs 
Thatcher's reasons were governed 
by her general ideological forma* 
tion. She knows that a frenzied 
petty bourgeois populism has 
scurra success at home. A transfer*, 
ence of the same method abroad 
might help to score further victor* 
ies, especially as Labour's leader 
looks and sounds more and more 
like a decrepit caretaker (ehowki- 
dar) of a crumbling mansion. Brit* 
ish' columnists, commentators and 
other media hawks have been so 
busy denouncing the military Junta 
in Buenos Aires for embarking on 
an externa] diversion to conceal 
domestic problems that they have 
helped to obscure the fact that Mrs 
Thatcher's response as motivated 
by considerations which are not 
qualitatively different 

History's verdict on tbe Palk«. 
lands war will be that it was.a; 
disaster and a fiasco, whatever the 
immediate outec^e, Thar*there ^ 
might well be mbr« sinister coti* ' 
sequences remains a distinct possi*; * 
bility. The violent attacks on Mr ^ 
Tony Benn, the hysteria of the Tory 
press and (he wild jingoistic atmos* 

C hare in England (rather chan Sdot* 
ind end Wales) will soon subside. * 
What It reveals, however, is a pecu* 
liarly British form of authoritarian* 
Ism. which lies Just below the sur* ' 
face. The admirals and generals' 
who have recently baeh sben and 
heard on radio and television are a 
grim reminder of the hard realities 
that lie beneath Britain's 
bourgeois-democratic system. 

Tbe danger for Mrs Thatcher lies 
in the possibility that having whip* 


aoie TO aenver wnat sne nas prom¬ 
ised her sraporters. If she fails she 
will fail. I^e Tories hate failure. 
Labour's front bench, however, are 
equally culpable and will not reap 
the gams. It is a supreme irony that 
Labour under Hugh Gaitskell swam 
against the tide and opposed the 
Suez invasion in 19S6. It was able to 
polarise the country and argue for 
withdrawal. Today the voices in 
favour oi recalling (he task fleet 
are few: Tony Benn, Dame Judrth 
Hart. Arthur $cargill (the miner’s 
union leader), Guardran columnist 
Jamas Cameron and the same pap* 
er’s strip-cirtoonist Steve Beil. 
They may be few, but they are ri^t 
and wlD be proved so in ■ short 
time. Whether it takes a few 
months or a faw yaars, Downing 
Street will have to bow to world 
raalltias and recognise Argentina 

HAlm* *»» ♦h* 












Case of the missing candidate 


Three candidates for the West Bengal Assembly elections, including Janata leader Kashi 
Kanta Maiira, disappear^ a few days before the polls and reappeared when the voting was 
over. PARTHA S. BANERJEE narrates the drama and discusses who could be behind it. 


0 «lectioiu were over, Mr 
Kashi KariTa Maitra, the 
Janata candidate from 
Kriahnagar Kasr, walked into Calcut¬ 
ta's RuxseJ Street residence of the 


n the morning of 20 May. the 
day after the West BenaaJ 
elections were over. Mr 


veteran Janata party leader P. C. Sen 
and ended »>x diva of drama. With him 
were uJso Gopal Sarkar {Congress-J 
candidate from Krishnagar Eost) and 
Sibu Choudhury (another Janata lead¬ 
er from Krishnagar) The three had 
been kidnapped on the night of 14 
May and all efforts to find tham before 
the elections had failed. 

The kidnappings were the most 
dramatic act of the neo Naxalttes (if it 
was really their work) of West Bengal 
since they started regrouping from 
1977, Mr Maitrn was a member of the 


5. S. Ray cabinet and for a period 
leader of ihe oooosition in the last 


leader of ihe opposition in the last 
state Assembly. At one stage even the 
fate of the election at Krishnagar East 
constituency in the headquarters of 
Nadia di.strict had become uncertain. 
But (wu people stood firm; chief elec¬ 
tion commissioner S. L. Shakdher and 
chief minister Jyoti Basu hlr Basu 
maintained that elections could not be 
postponed unless a candidate actually 
died and refused to release Naxalite 

t risoners under duress, as demanded 
y the kidnappers in gnost telephone 
calls to P. C. Sen. Those claiming a 
breakdown of law and order in West 


Bengal found in the kidnappings am¬ 
ple vindication of their stand. 

Mr Mditra und others regained their 
freedom as dramatically as they had 
been captured. At une am on the 20Th 
the *'Nadia Murshidebad Border Re¬ 
gional Revolutionary Covemment and 
the second central committee of the 
CPKMDi" as the captors had styled 
themselves, issued a release order. 
After this the three were taken by car 
and dropped off at three am on Grand 
Trunk Road near Burdwan station. 


They took an early morning suburban 
train which reached Howrah station«t 


seven am. Prom thero it was a taxi ride 
to Russel Street where the octogena¬ 
rian P. C. Sen could scarcely believe 
his eyes when he saw his missing 
colleagues re^pear unscathed and 
unharmed. (A fourth kidnapping, that 
of All India Forward Bloc candidate 


house of Amit ‘'Japan*' Haidar, a local 
Krishn^r businessman and Coogres* 
s(t) activist, and presented him with a 
writ issued Dy the “Nadia- 
Murshidabad Border Regnal Revolu¬ 
tionary Govemmeni.” Tht writ de¬ 
creed thee in accordance with rule two 
of this government, Haidar's Ambassa¬ 
dor mark IV was Iwing ret|uisitioned 
The three youths, on the point of a 
revolver, told Haidar that if he re¬ 
ported the seisure to the police before 
10.30 am the next day, he and his 
family would be beheaded m accord¬ 
ance with rule three of the revolution* 


top ClD and IB officers, could make 
very little headway. Nobody at the 
Krishnagar circuit nouse, from where 
the Calcutta officers directed the 


ary government. The next moment, a 
stunned Haidar sew his two-month old 
white Ambassador disappear into the 
darkness 


Half an hour leier the car 
»proached CongressfJ) candidate 
dopal Serkar’s house, situated in rhe 
Naxalite-infesied Shaktinagar area on 
the out skins of Knshna^r. Sarkar 
was reportedly shown a warrant of 
arrest, on Che charge that he had 
violated the revolutionary govern¬ 
ment's orders, and asked to get into 
the car. The car was then seen 
approaching nearby Kalinagar where 
Mr Kashi Kanta Maicra Was to address 


an election meeting. But because of 
bad weather the meeting had been 
cancelled, and Maitra and Sibu 
Choudhury were last seen leaving the 
latter's Kalinagar residence at about A 
pm. There U no eye-witneaa report to 
confirm that Maitra and Choudhury 
were carried off in the same car, and 
so the police were at fint wary of 
connecting the two kidnappings. But 
investigations and later developments 
suggested that Maitra, Choudhury and 
Sarkar were all kidnapped by Naxa- 
lites. Indeed during the next two days 
the police team comprising the stale's 


search, could be sure why (he candi¬ 
dates had at ill been kidnapped. Were 
(be Naxalites carrying our their 
avowed objective of disrupting the 
elections (the Huq-Bhattacharya Naxa- 
lite faction which reportedly en¬ 
gineered the kidnappings does not 
believe in elections — Sukuav 27 
teptember 1981) or was it merely to 
pressure (he government into releas¬ 
ing arrested compatnois, as some leaf¬ 
lets suggested? 

On iht afternoon of 1$ May a mes¬ 
sage from (he Birbhum district police 
headquarters gave (he baffled officers 
at Krishnagar the first clue The mes¬ 
sage said ‘‘Japan" Haider's Ambassa¬ 
dor mark TV car had been found aban¬ 
doned near Koleshwar village close to 
(he district’s border with Murshida- 
bad, about a mile off the hi^way 
linking district capitals Berhampore 
and Suri. The atmosphere now at the 
Krishnagar circuit house was of cau¬ 
tious optimism. As the Birbhum police 
interrogated villagers in and around 
Koleshwar, evidence piled up that 
Maitra had indeed been brought to the 
area. It came to light that the nearby 
hamlet of Dewanpara was a major 
Naxalite shalter vmere Maitra might 
have been hidden. On the morning of 
17 May. CID and IB officers from 
Krishnagar and Calcytta headed for 
Birbhum. confident that Maitra would 
soon be located. 


But the Naxalices had by now 
threacened the vlUageri into silence, 
and the police investigation could pro¬ 
ceed no further. One CQ> special su- 

C eiimendenc even promised rewards 
ut the villagers just refused to talk. 


Ma/cn, Choudhury and Sferkar? b»ck safe e^ aotmd 


of All India Forward Bloc candidate 
Nirmal Sengupta from Durgapur ceo- 
siituency, which took place on 18 May. 


wieivtl veg av 

ended within hours of the close m 
polling on (he 19th.) 

The hldflappitia drama began on the 
of 14. May at around 7 pm 
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T&t ctr is which UutrB w$ tbducnd 

AU that could bo known wu thoe in 
(he oSrIy hours of 15 Moy rhe csr, 
which hod developed trouble sfter 
perhaps an accident, wis ebendoned 
by irs occupants who walked across the 
fields to nearby Dewenpera. Later, 
apparently two of them cycled down to 
Seinihie town 14 miles away, where at 
a truck terminal they approached a 
cleaner (khiiBsi) to find them e truck 
owner. They wanted to hire a truck to 
tow the abandoned car to a repair 

S erage. The cleaner took them to 
adhin Oulta for whom he vrorked. 
Dutca e^eed to hire out his lorry for 
Rs ISO On the way to Koleshwar. one 
of the two men got off with the cycle at 
Dispalsa village to get it repaired in a 
nearby shop. 

Dutta began getting a little suspi* 
cioua as soon as he noticed chat the 
men were armed with revolvers. His 
suspicion was shared by the Koleshwar 
villagers who questioned the remain* 
ing stranger in the lorry as to whether 
he knew any local people. Tlie man 
replied he did and went to Dewenpara 
to bring with him a youth from the 
village. But the Koleshwar resideots 
weren’t satisfied, and asked the man If 
he could call the youth's elder brother. 
The brother never catna. dot did the 
man, and Dutta after waiting for some 
time left for Sainthia, his suspicion 
confinned. 

In the evening the villagers, still 
intrigued by the abandoned car and its 
owners, heard over the radio of Kashi 
Kanta Maitra’s disappearance and the 
poUce suspicion that he was taken 
away in a white Ambassador car. The 
car abandoned in their village, they 
had noticed, bad a Iggend on its rear 
indicating it was hypothecated to the 
Krishnagar branch of a bank. Next 
momlng, 16 May, they reported the 
matter to a local leader who contacted 
the nearest police station at Mayuresb* 
war, 11 milai avrty. 

Koleshwar villagers were also 

S apparently aware of the scraoga 
inBi*on at Dewenpara, where the 
ixuca shelter had come up, or else 
diey couldn’t to easily have concluded 
(bat Che abandoned car was the same 
the extremists used. Prodding the 
light'Upped viMagert to talk, Sumoav 
learnt that squm mootbs back three 
youoB nan from Dawanpara left home 
and itayed away for about three 
months. During those months they 
wore apparently traiood by hard-core 
HgxalitfS and ’‘properly brain- 
17 It wtf in umk boiM tspe- 
M a ga*^ 



now often stay. One of these outsiders 
has a thick drooping moustache, 
another ween a thinner moustache; 
both are tall. Often other outsiders 
also join them and they have grand 
feasts at night. The outsiders brine 
with them automatic guns “that fire 20 
shots at the press of the trigger.*' 
Intaresiingly, except for a gun- 
snatchiu incident on 25 January this 
year and the brutal murder of a villa¬ 
ger on 31 October last there has been 
no Naxalite activity in the area. De* 
wanpara apparently was baing bmlt as 
a shelter. But the local police were 

S uite unaware, till lately, of these 
evalopmenis. 

Sunday’s investigation also yielded 
evidences to suggest that Kashi Kanta 
Maitra was hidden in a house at Oe* 
wanpara on H May night and removed 
the next morning. One villa^r who 
visited the house next morning was 
reportedly told that a Nadia leader 
was beiog interned in the area Earlier 
that morning somt people spotted two 
dhoci-clad men, escorted by three 
youths, walking away from the hamlet 
m the south-vresierly direction, that is, 
away from the Bernampur Sun road 
But thereafter the traif was lost. 

Mott of (his were corroborated by 
Kashi Kanta Maitra after bis release. 
Talking to reponers be said that he 
waa iniemed in a village hut on the 
night of 14 May after being driven for 
several hours. The village apparently 
was Dewanpara. Lariv next morning, 
Maitra said, he and Choudhury were 
led away from the village, and after a 
Ions walk they reach^ a metalled 
roao where a car was waiting. The 
blindfolded prisoners were taken in 
the car to another ^wt, and then auin 
led across iIk fields to another village 
and hidden there. Oopal Sarkar joined 
(hem only on 1$ May; he had been 
kept hidden at Dewanpara. all along, 
though the polke. despite their in¬ 
tense search, could get no scent uf it. 

By 18 May most of the police officers 
from Calcutta left Birbhum, realising 
the investigation there had come to a 
dead end. As a local police official 
said: ‘*We just cannot make head or 
tail of the clues we have got so far." 
Meanwhile .Janata leader P.*C. Sen 
was told over the telephone by an 
unidentified caller that Kashi Kanta 
Maitra was alive and ^well. but he 
would be released only when all 
arrested Naxalites were set free. The 
same message was repeated over tbe 
phone the next day; tbe caller epoke 
very rudely and specified 19 May, 
election day, as the deadline. The 
deadline was later extended. 

Tbe decree <d the “revolutionan 
guvenunent," releasii^ the three’Said 
that in view of the appeal of rbe 

K oers* relatives and chief minister 
Bail's statement that he would 
consider the release of detained Nava* 
litas, the ‘'gpvtfniaeflt* bad decided to 
set tree .fliitra, Ctoudhury and Sir- 
kar. Maitra said , that he had been 
treetid well by the prisoners, and he 
, had QOthiim againsC mem. But he won¬ 
dered: "What dM it all seri'e^ Their 
^MYiBCe wai tgalnst the governmqdt. 




Operation 
annihilation 

T he Kashi Kanta Maitra abduction 
overshadowed two other major 
pre^poU Naxalite 'actions.’ The offices 
of urrarbange Stin^bad. a daily pub¬ 
lished from SUiguri in north Sangal, 
were ransacked on 16 May, and there 
were attempts to set them on fire. On 
the afternoon of 17 May, a group of 
•bout IS Naxalites, armed with guns, 
swords and bombs, kidnapped a man 
from the Barashimulgari village end 
two others from Baghmarasukham- 
dighi in the Mathabhanga police sta* 
(ion area, Cooch Behar district, and 
killed one of (hem tn an isolated area. 
The three ware "tried" by the Naxa. 
lites end ihe man killed was “sent¬ 
enced” in death. Article four of tho 
Huq Bhatiacharya CPI(ML) faction 
proclaimed ’revolutionary govern¬ 
ments' internal policy: “Whoever, 
whatever be his class background, if 
be be involved in a conspiracy against 
the government...ihc government re* 
serves the right lo sentence him to any 
punishment ranging from the sever 
ence of limbs ro beheading.” 

There ere no reports yet of limb 
amputation, but brutal murders and 
beheading have been making regular 
frontpage news in Calcutta papers for 
about (wo years nuw. The Huq* 
Bhattacharya faction, categorised as 
“pro Charu. pro lin Piao'* in the police 
files, follows strictly the annihilation 
doctrine of CPI(ML) founding father 
Charu Matumdar. who died in police 
custody ten years ago. Not many of the 
victims so far had however been 
charged with anti-government con¬ 
spiracy; mnsr were simply class cite* 
mies. the fotedar (big landowner) in 
the village, the businessman in the 
town. And occasionally the Naxalites 
have attacked police camps escaping 
with guns, or just demanding (and 
utiing) arms from scared viJlAgers. 
Declares arriple five of the intemal 
policy: "’nie first and foremost respon* 
sibility of this revolutionary govern* 
tnent is to strengthen the people’s 
army..." 


whose police weie torturing Naxalite 
prisoners What was the point in 
arresting us?" 

Some observers however were still 
Dot convinced that the abduction 
wasn’t stage managed. The doubts are 
kindled by the fact that Maitra and 
Sarkai are both on "good” terms with 
the Nasality and are members of (he 
Nagarik committee, formed to protest 
againxt police torture of detainees in 
Krishnagar. especially extremists. 
Maitra's being at pains to emphasise 
how well he was treated by the Naxa- 
litet, and atsenion that he would still 
protest against police torturing them, 
were indications to sume (hat there 
may have been an understanding be- 
tvreen the two sides. 


... 





Baltibaba: The tantrik 


chairman of a UP 
government corporation 

Baltibaba's reaf name is Jagdish Prasad Misbra. and he has become chairman of the UP Food 
and Essential Commodities Corporation Ltd. SHU6HA6RATA BHATTACHARYA reports on a 
decision infiuenced by superstition—and the cost to the people couid be high. 


T he Uttar Pradesh food minis* 
ter, the septuagenarian Mr 
Vasudev Singh, came to New 
DeJhi for a conference on 12 
April. When he checked into 
the UP Nivas, the state government’s 
guest house in Chanakyapuri, he was 
irked to find that while he had been 
allotted a smaller room, a room meant 
for the cabinet ministers had been 
occupied the state's minister of 
state for Pori lament ary affairs, Mr 
Ram Rattan Singh. He walked into Mr 
Ram Rattan Singh's room. There he 
was introduced lo a eencloman called 
Mr Jagdish Prasad Mishra, who, Mr 
Ram Rattan Singh cold the senior 
minister, was better known as ''Balti* 
baba** and was ■ canrrik of repute, 
pa iron me d by the powers that ^ in 
the capital. Little did Mr Vasudev 
Singh know then that within a week of 
his chance meeting with Baltibaba, he 
would be asked to appoint the canrnk 
as the chairman of a public sector 
undertaking under his ministry. 

On Sunday 18 April. Mr Vasudev 
Singh received a telephone call from 
the UP chief minister, Mr Vlshwanath 
Pratap Singh. The chief minister 
wanted Mr Jagdish Prasad Mishra, 
alias Baltibaba. to be appointed chair* 
man of the Uttar Pradesh Food and 
Essential Commodities Corporation 
Ltd, the state enterprise entrusted 
with the task of procurement of wheat 
and paddy and uie wholesale trade in 
certain essential commodities. Mr. 
Vasudev Singh was surprised. But the 
chief minister gave him to understand 
that the ap|>ointmeni was being made 
on instructions from “higher ups” in 
New Delhi. It was. therefore, a fait 
accomp}i. Accordingly, on 9 April, ibe 
food secrecarv of the UP governinent, 
Mr N. C. Saxena, issued orders 
appointing Baltibaba as the chairman 
of the prestigious corporation, which 
last year had a turnover of Rs 37 
crores and had earned a profit of 
around Re 4b lakhs. Apart from the 
appointment of the tanthk, what sur* 
pnsed averyone was the fact that as 
the new chairman of the corporation. 
Baltibaba raplaced none other than Mr 
Bhur# L«L tne all powerful eecrctary 
to Che chief minister, who bad been 



S a section of the UP Congress(l) lead 
ership for a ticket in the recent elec* 
tions to the Legislative Council. He 
i almost got an MLC's ticket, but strong 
a lobbying againt him by Mrs Rajendra 
” Kumari Bajpai, a general secretary 
of the AiCCd) belonging to UP, was 
instrumental In getting his name de* 
leted. Mrs Bajpai enlisted the sup* 

E )rt of Mr Vasantdada Patil, the AlC* 
tl) general secretary In charge of UP 
affairs, and together they spoke to Mrs 
Indira Gandhi on the night of 16 April, 
before the Prime Minister left on her 
crip to Saudi Arabia. The story goes, 
however, that in her busy schedule on 
the night before her tleparrure for 
Ryadh, Mrs Gandhi forgot to instruct 
her staff to delete Baltibaba't name 
from the list. Baltibaba turned up at 
Delhi's Palan airport to see Mrs Gan* 
dhi off, along with other oarty workers 
and leaders on 17 April, 6n seeing him 
there. Mrs Gandhi was suddenly re* 
minded of her previous night's con* 
versacion with the (wo AICC(I) general 
secretaries. So, she told her aide, Mr 
Makhan V^l Fotedar, to delete the 
raotri^s name from the list of party 
candidates for the UP Vidhan 
Parisbad poll. 

While Baltibaba thus missed the bus 
to the Legislative Council, his suppor* 
ters stepM up the campaign in his 
favour. Tne Lucknow grapevine has it 
that the chief minister instructed food 


Food ounisre/ Vasudev Singh : 
^obeyed orders from lUghcf ups' 


holding additional charge of this post 
for the past two years. 

Lucknow has known many ranrWks 
and political patronage of this tribe is 
nothing new. But Baltibaba has cer 
tainly the credit of being the first 
tanrrik to get political office. Thirty- 
six vear*old Jagdish Prasad Mishra 
made his debut in (he political circles 
of Lucknow in 1979, when Mr Banarsi. 
Das was the chief minister in the 
Jana(a*Lok Dal government in the 
state. The three years from 1979 to 
1982 have seen Baltibaba rise higher 
and higher. And while Mr Banarsi Das 
and Mr Raj Narain, his original men* 
tors, today describe him as a "fraud,” 
at least tour ministers in Mr Vish* 
wanath Pratap Singh's government are 
confirmed disciples of Baltibaba. The 
most prominent follower of Baltibaba 
in Lucknow today is (he UP home 
minister. Mrs Swamp Kumari Bakshi. 
State ministers, Mr Ram Rattan Singh. 
Mrs Premwati Tiwari, Mr GopaJ Ram- 
das and Mr Sarju Prasad Saruj are bis 
other prominent disciple^ But these 
people certainly could not have influ* 
enced the chief ministar to make Bald* 
baba the eheirnaD of the corponttoo, 
a poet which carries with it Use perks 
of a minister. 

Baltibeba's name was sponsored by 


minister Mr Vasudev Singh only after 
he had received a phone call from one 
of (he PM*s aides tn New Delhi. How 


Baltibaba was bestowed with a 
after he had been denied an h 


ticket, still remains a mysteiy. But 
many Interesting stories are doing the 
rounds in Lucknow these days. Accord* 
ing to one story. Baltibabs’s present 
lu»y phase downed when he met 
Rajiv ^ndhi in Delhi sometime in 
January this year and warned him of 
an impending criais In the family, 
involving Maneke Gandhi. When the 
Maneka controversy narad up, Belti* 
baba's credentials la Delhi were, 
naturally, established. 

According to another, rather ebeufd 
story, Beltibebe bae eaiwred t]^ 
tory ef the Coi(gr«aa(l> 

OeHnwL 
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Negt, who has contested anintt Mr 
Heravaii Nandan Bahucuna in the 19 
May Loh Satha bj^lecaon. Aecordiaf 
to this atory, Baitibaba bos said that 
even if the votes are polled in Mr 
Bshugune’i favour, by the time the 
ballot boxes are opened, they would be 
turned into prO'Nefi votes. 'Hiis story 
certainly is unbelievable. But then, so 
loo is the appointment of a tanirik as 
the chairman of the Food and Essen* 
cial Commodities Cwporacion/ 
Baitibaba is said to nave many spir* 


derived name from the way 

which *he practises ranrra. He keeps a 
bucket (oalti) full of milk in front of . 
him and asks his disciples to write 
down tbeir on a 

paper, which he dips into the bucket 
before answering. Baitibaba not a 
taffron'cJad sedAu. On tfae contraty, he 
dresses like any other UF politician— 

khaddar dhoti and kurra, ' 

er sandals a narrow, red on 
the He belongs to the Deoria 

district of UP and was the works*in* 
charge at the Gandak canal project (in [• 

19d9>^ job which he lost afier a case [ ^ ^ 

of cheating was instituted against him r . >» ? 

«52 ^ _ 

months. The case under section 420 minister in the Banarsi Das cabinet, 
[PC was instituud against him by the MrRajcndra Sin^ (the present leader 
then aieiitant engineer of the project, 

Mr Kand Lai,on 17 April 1970 at the 
Kasya police station in Deona dittrki. 

Jaidish Prasad Mishra was arrested 
and kept In the Kasy a police lockup 
and later released on beil. It is ironic 
that it was on 16 April 1962, exactly 12 
years to the dace, after 
arrest in 1970, that the UP chief minis* 
ter ordered the appointment of the 
same man as the chairman of one of 
the prestigious corporations of the 
state government. 


of the oppoeition in the UP Vidban became known. Also exposed was t 
Sabha)had joined issue with the chief fact that in the last session of t 
minister on Balcibaba*s links with the Vidhan Sabba, in reply to a questic 

f ovemment. Later, around December one of the cabinet ministers In the 
979, Mr Banarsi Das snapped his links P, Singh government had admin 
with Baitibaba. Mr Banarsi Das told that Bmtibaba owed the state govei 
this correspondent that after be had ment Rs 12,000 in rent arrears tor t 
a s allotted a flat to Baitibaba, one day government accommodation he u 
the tattrrik came to the chief minister given. So strong was the caxnpai 
with a requast for trinsfers. Mr Baner* agiinst his appointment that so 
si Das says that he was annoyed at this other C(mgress(i} MLAs from Deor 
‘unusual" request from a cantr^ and Messrs V. K. Mishra, D. P. Rai a 
(hereafter banned his entry in the Xhudtdin Ansari, also issued sea 
After having been seckad from the Clfs office. Whatever be the facts, it ments against Baitibaba. An embarr: 
Gandak canal project, jagdish is true that Baitibaba became a perso* sed chm minister told the press on 
Prathad hU^ra emerged as the eaJ^ na non grata vntb Mr Banarsi Das Apnl that he was probing the charg 
frik Baitibaba and huually practised around that time. Today, Mr Banarsi levelled against Baltiba^. 

Us charu in Us hone vfUaga, BasdiJa Das describes Baitibaba as a "fraud.” The stepping in of Baitibaba as t 
Uurd, in Deoria district. He shilted to During Mr Banarsi Da$,days as chief chairmen upset most employees of t 
Lucknow sometime in 1974-75, and minister, Baitibaba also enjoyed the UP Food and Essential Commodltj 
itartad living in the house of an eo* patronage of Mr R«j Narain. But Mr Corporation. Though as chairman he 
ginear in the Traasgomti colony of Raj Narain did not encourage Baltiba* only the part-time need of the corpo) 
Mahanagar. His feme gradually spreed bt toe long. It is said that Mr Raj tion (the managing director, } 

among politicians. But in thoae days Ifarein, who has dabbled with all sorts Mahendra Kumar Aggarwal, is t 

Lu^now was domiaaced by another of taittriks, did not take Baitibaba chief executiveK the very fact that 
cinci^ the late P. N. Kapur (who died aerioualy. After the Coogresad) came ranrrik had been appointed as t 
a few montba ago). Ba!tibau*s first to powar, one of the first powerful chairman was resented. The e 
important politic acquaintance was patrons of Baitibaba was Mr Ram ployees union was divided on t 
Mr Ba&arn Daii when he was the Bahadur Saxena, who became the Issue. One faction, led by the pre 

Sfmaker of the UP Vidhan Babha (af* chitf secretary of UP soon alter the dent, Miss Ansuya Shama, was pi 

ter the jiAaia victory in 1977). Accord- Congreasd) returaad to mwer at the Baitibaba while another, led by gem 
iu to w Banarsi Das, be bad mat centre in Jamiary 1960. Slowly, he got il secretary Ghildyal, opposeo tl 
Battibaha at the eQglnaer*t bouse in close to other Congressfl) leaders and appointment. 

Mahutgar. Alter ut Banard Das bw made his way into the corridors of The managing direcror. Mr M. 
came tlie ^iel lUAisterin 1979, Bald- power in Kow Delhi. Aggarwsl, who belongs to tbs Utt 

baba approached hi« for the allot* The eppolotmant of Baitibaba be- Prade^ civil service, was informed 
mant M a goveramant'flat for an came known on 22 April. That day the appointment by a member 
ormiftiaaclm ran by him known as (he itself, two Congr«ss(I) MLAs from minister Ram Rattsn Singh's staff, • 
Vtshwn Manav Sewa Parlsbad. Mr Dooria, Mr Bhatkar Panda and Mr the evening of 19 April. By the tin 
Baaard Daa gave him a flat in tuck* Sugrlv Singh tasued a stataaant con* the appointment was made public, tl 
now's Diamond Dairy araa. damning mo appoiatmsat. The two office of the corporation has closed. 

A Ifheugh Mr Bmiaral Das donlM ruling party MLAs said, ‘It seems that car was sent to fetch the new chairmi 
XmlMirlng any links with BaMbaba^ a (bo cUaf minister has more faith in tlU next morning. But chsirmsn Bel 
BMipr eoBCfoyany contrlag around the mnoiks than the Congressmen " beba was diipleisod because the ma 
AMHfttelMdMWadarUlui caaura Immediately, (he past of Baitibaba aging director had not personal 
—^**^*^ Infjadee basa to m splaskod on tbe front come to fetch him from his house. Ar 
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The tempJe i$a mure 
testimony m stone, of 
artistic expression of a 
by gone era. The floral and 
9eometrical motifs and the 
intricate architectural 
compositions truly 
represent the craftsmen's 
aesthetic feeling, 
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condaioned by the cultural 
heritage of each rcg'on. 
Thus all through the ages, 
tradition found dominant 
expression ir^ artistic 
imagery m stone sculptures 


In l^eeping wrth this 
ancient tradition we at 
Oavangcre Cotton Mills 
have been creating fabrics 
of legerkdary beauty AH 
skillfwii/woven and 
blended by master 
craftsmen - meridiess 
variation to please 
everyone. 


M CO* C-t' IK 




‘I belong to the Congress(l); 
Mrs Gandhi is my leader’ 


AJ»y Kumar, contspundent of tha 
Hindi dai}y Aaj. mat on 

23 Apni. In rn« coursa o/ an in* 
tarasting talk. rAe lanink rafutad 
many 0 / tha aiiagations mada 
against him. Excarpm from tha in- 
tarviaw: 


Q : Which village do you belong 
to? 

: 1 belong to village BasdiU 
IChurd in Deoria diitfict. 

Q- What doaa your father do? 
A: My father died when I wei 
studying in the fifth standard His 
name was Hause Mishra, he wa« a 
kasta^r (farmer). Kow, only my 
mother stays in the village. I nay 
here (In tui:know) with my wife 
and daughter 

Q: What are your educational 
quaUfications? 

A' iPauMat} B.A., Shastri. 

Q: From which university? 

A-. I snidied in Benaras. 

Q: When did you come to 
Lucknow? 

A: Three years ago. 


0; Is it true that rau were about 
to oe given an MtC.'s trrJtet by the 
Congres5(il hur due ro oppovtton 
from Mrs Rajendra Kumari 8a- 
jpai and Vasantdada Patil you 
were dented tbe tJcJcer.’ 

A: I don*i know anything about 
this. I did not apply for a ticket. But 
had the party uven me e ticket, I 
would have felt obUged. 

O’ Are you a member of any 
po7xticaf party? 


A: I belong to Coagrewd); Mrs 
Candhi is my leader. 

Q: When aid you Join the party? 
A; About two years ago. 

(This reply was later rootradicled 

a the president of the Lucknow 
ngresafl) commitiee president. 
Ram Kiihore RastogJ, who said that 
Baltibaba was not a member of the 
party). 

Q: Why vfere wu made the chair¬ 
man of the Food and BssentiaJ 
Commodities Corporation? Did nu 
approach anyone for this post? 

A: I did not approach an>‘one. 
The party considered my ^rvices 
and I was appointed. 

Q: Have you held any admintstra- 
five or political post before tbis? 
A: No. 

Q: Wert you ever a student lead¬ 
er or a leader of the panchayat in 
your village? 

A: No, but 1 was interested in 
politics. 

Q: A few days ago (minister) 
Ammar Riivi said m reply to a 
qaesnon m the Assembly that wu 
owed the government Rs 12.000 in 
rent arream,.. 

A: No government house is allot¬ 
ted in my name. 

(The hosisc in Diamond Dairy area 
is allotted la the name of Vlshwa 
Manav Sewa Period). 

Q: It is allied that you have 
been ro Jail on charges of 
cheating... 

A; (Annoyed) It is all bakwa* 
(nonsense). 


Q: Ha ve you ever been employed 
io^n^gnveromeot agency? 

Q: What are the objectives of the 
Vishwe Manav Sewa Parishad, of 
which you ara the president and in 
wfiose name the hou>e you live ia is 
allotted (by the government)? 

A: To serve the society. 

Q: Have you ever met Mrs 
Candhi? 

A: Shu is my leader. I keep on 
meeting her. 

Q: And Mr Rujiv Candhi? 

A: Yes. I meet him loo. 

Q: Have ntu shown them (Mrs 
Candhi end Rajiv) any of your 
chamatkur (miracles)? 

A: What kind of chamatkar? 

Q: It is said that you ^'control*' 
many spirits and genii .. 

A: This is wrong. I control no 
spiriu or genii. 1 am a tantrik. I 
have never misused my powers as e 
tantttk 1 have never claimed to 
have supernatural powers. 

Q: There seems to be a lot 0/ 
disvatTS/ffctron in the party due ro 
yvuf appointment. 

A' I am not aware (of rt). 

Q: How do you intend improving 
the corporation of which you are 
rhe chairman? 

A. My first order has been that all 
tho work of the corporation should 
be in Hindi. I am determined that 
im wrong things will be allowed in 
tha corporation. I am sure that 1 
will be able to live up to the as- 
pectatiuns of my party. 

(Courio.v. Aaj) 


he said so when he met Mr Aggarwal 
In the office. Mr Auarwal pointed out 
that he had sent tne company secret¬ 
ary along with the car to bring the 
chairman to the office. He also made it 
deer to Baltibaba (hat he would con¬ 
fine his meetings with the chairman to 
the office only. At this point, Baltibaba 
smiled end told Mr Aggarwgl, "^au*- 
man Jte aahia, Baba ke ghar aya ken 
(Come to the Baba's house, not the 
chairman's)." 

In accor^nce with verbal insmic- 
tions from the govemment, although 
contrary 10 the rules, from the very 
first day itself, a car telongirm to 
corporation wlia given to chairman 
Baltibaba. According to rules, a pan 
time chairman is entitled to a moothiy 
honorarium of Rs 1,000, Ri 300 as 
house rent altevranee, Rs 300 as con- 
reyeoce allowance and Rs 20 as medic- 
il allowance. In addiiioe, he has to be 
provided with a personal assUtant and 
teUphoMi both at home and in the 
offm A wfor w use is cartainlv not 

IKttTCKr'a 


chairman Beltibeba asked for. and was 
given, a car. 

After a few days as chairman. Balti' 
baba submitred, in his own handwrit 
ing, a list of things he wanted the 
comration to provide him. He deman¬ 
ded a fully furnished house (an elabo¬ 
rate list of furniture was m^e), crock¬ 
ery, cutlery, a refrigerator, a television 
sec and a room cooler. In addition to 
all this, he wanted a chauffeur-driven 
car between nine am and nine pm 
(which meant chat rwo drivers had to 
be given). On 10 May he asked the 
corporation to provide him with a car 
and R$ 1,000 as he wanted to visit 
Allahabad and Varanasi. As he left on 
bis tour, the Lucknow grapevine had it 
that after visiting these two reliaious 
places, Baltibaba would drive to uarh- 
wal so as to be present to perform his 
^joaricer (miracle) there on the poU- 
1 ns day. 

Resentracni among party worken 
has been such that • group m Congres- 
s(I) worken in Lucktsow went on a 
hunger strike against the appoint- 
meot, oatside tbe RCC(1) ofAce on 


Lucknow's Mall Avenue fur almost a 
week. Baltibaba's claim (hot he was a 
"loyal Congressman" was met with a 
quick retort from the president of the 
Lucknow city unit of Coiigressd), Mr 
Ram Kishore RastogI, who announced 
at A press conference that Baltibaba 
was not even a primary member of the 
Congrcss(I). The best reaction to the 
appointment was that of the food 
minister, Mr Vasudev Singh, who told 
SuNPAV on n May: "reh myukri 
aniyamit nahin hai, snucAtr bhale hi 
ho (This appofnimetit has not been 
done in contravention of the rules, 
though it may have been unjustified)." 
The common talk in Lucknow is that 
the Congress(l) leadership is waiting 
for the elections on 19 May to get over, 
after which this conirnvenial appoint¬ 
ment may be scrapped. But the rumour 
mill in Lucknow is now working over- 
lime. According to rhe most wide- 

S eed rumour, If Bahuguaa wins in 
rhwsi, Baltibaba will get the order 
of the b^t. In case the Congressd) 
wins tbe Gorhwal election, better 
things will be in store for Baltibaba. 












How tribals are 
exploited in Bengal’s 

brick kilns 


Come September and brick kiln sirdars from Bengal fan out into the tribal districts of 
Chotanagpur to lure men and women with promises of high salaries to work in the kilns. But 
once they reach the kilns, the tribals are made to do back-breaking jobs on paltry salaries. 
SAUMITRA BANERJEE, TIRTHANKAR GHOSH and BARUN GHOSH visited a number of 

kilns in Bengal to report on the inhuman exploitation. 



monsoon ends. The htile grain it pro* 
du^es, much of it already hypoche* 
caced to the s»hus <moneylenderi} 
against earlier loans, finishes vary 
soon. There are no irrigation facilities, 
electricity or proper roads and the 
tribals can produce only one crop 
annually' And the forest land, which 
belongs to the government, is also out 
of bounds for the poor tribals; the 
government contracts out forest land 
to the highest bidder. 

Besides, parts of the tribal belt have 
been invaded by industries and trad* 
ing and commercial interests: this re* 

K on has attracted industries partly 
^cause it has minerals and partly 
because entrepreneurs gee tax and 
other reliefs for “developing*' these 
backward areas. But for the tribals this 
has simply meant loss of land and the 
compensation that has been paid to 
them is low. They have also not got a 
fair share of the Jobs that have been 
created by these new projects: the 
tribals can only provide imskllled 
labour which is supplied by cootrac* 
tors who prefer to bring in labouren 
from outside because they can be more 
easily manipulated in areas ramoca 
and unfamiQar. Besides, with the cJo* 
sure of the Chiriburu mines in 8iiu* 
hbhum about two and a half yean 
back many tribal facnilies were mo* 
denly faced with starvatloa. This see* 
Dario, which has made the entire area 
a depot of cheap labour, is idea^ for 
kgencs of brick kiln owners vtho wait 
to swoop down on their hapless vie* 
tims. 

•Every year^ around September, 

S enis of t7ick kiln owners cume w 
s tribal belt In search of cheap 
labour. As soon as they arrive (hey 
establish contacts with Mrdars and 
sardarais, local sub*agen»». who are 
themselves tribals ana have worked 
for ma^ years in Waet Bail’s brick 
kilos, enters are mere uraimit tha& 
sarda/v and most of the* people ra* 
cruittd from this ruion era 
ThM sub^tetuf. an paid M It: 


S he is twelve years old snd has y . . . 

been working in brick kilns for 
the past four years. Every day 
she carries bricks, six at a 
time, from sunrise to sunset . 

from the roagar (the place where s 

bricks are moulded) to the furnace, a 

distance of about 300 yards .At the end > 

of the day when her chin, weak body • 

cannot take it any more, she is paid 
her wages: three rupees, for breaking 
her back for over twelve hours. She 

will continue to do this for perhaps the ^ • 7" - 

rest of her life to fill her hungry 

stomach. Her name is Nagi Pariya and 

she comes every year from Chak* 

radharpur in Singhbhum district of 

Bihar to work in the bnck kilns of Tf'' 

Bengal. “At home there is no work and 
no food so we have to come here to ' * 
work. My father and mother are there. 

Whatever little I can take home at the ^ 

end of the season helps them," she 
told ui when we met her at a brick kiln 
in Kalyani in West Bengal. 

'Nagl's case is not an isolated one. 

There are about 35,000 tribals from ^ 

Bihar—men, women and chJdren— * « " * 

who have mn forced to leave their 
homes search of food, and, lured by 

f iromises of a better life by utiscrupu* 
ous contractors, have found their way 
into about 1,000 brick kilns in West 
Bengal—at Earasat, Baslrhat, NilganJ 

in south Bengal and on’both sides of > .Be 

tha Ganges from Bandel to Budge * 

For the tribals, most of whom come . 
from the Chotanagpur tribal belt of <f^ ^ 

Bihar (it includes aistricts like Ranchi . . 

and Singhbhum). winter a tine 

when ch^ face their annually recur* 

ring choke between starvation and 

brutal ixploitation. Man and nature >.N * 

together mock them during this sea- B <v'. 

son: nature ensures that poverty and B^^%V.. . 

hungar drivas them out of their vil* 

lages just when man is on the lookout 

for cheap labour. In the tribal belts of ^HBji^ 

Bihar the land is undulating and acidic 
and pfMucnvicy is low. The agricultu* 

ral season Is shvi (batwetn June gnd A frtOa/ womtA carries unhaired 
October) and runs out soon after the hrfdcs re the funae* 










And. cbeo set about contactind the i : i re/# told ui: '’Last year I w 

lo^ RibaJ people. <IncideataUy» the in a different brick kUn. T 

Mundat. one of tl^ largest Crib^ oaU did not give me ray fuU wei 

sub>ageais arkaci# wbtdt means seller ^hB Instead he used to say, 

of hiunas beings.) Once recruited, the J^L sam^ Jab ghar jaoga to i 

eiibals are paid dadoon or advance Abhi sab mat kha jao (W> 

usually between Rs 100 to Rs 150. and home during the monsoons 

eowarns the end of October they are gire you the balance. Don* 

herded to the railway station (their . xha money novO ' But I was 

fare is paid by the agents) for the ^ this money.** bKh raja re< 

journey to Howrah. From Kownh ste* V enough money to buy about 

cion, the tribal labourers are taken in rice every week. This 

trucks or buses to the brick kilns. eaten with salt, and this 

The entire system was explained by have to thecn ihroui 

Shanci Aewram who bas been working penod of hard work, 

in brick kilns for some years now and Children (between B to 1 

whom we met in Kalyani: ‘‘Every year ,^i age) face no better a fate. L 

the same thing happens and 1 know less—largely bee 

the »«en well by now. At around ^ svparriaaa whiJa women «^iJl J 

October when the harvesting is over, btieta addts—and have to make d 

we have no work and the gram that we ^ t and salt as their daily diet 

product is so little that it does not last Work begins at sunrise and ends at secretary of the brick ki 
us for long. ^ we start looking for sunset, for six days a week. And for all association. Mr Ramapra 
work, otherwise we have to starve. It is this work the pey is abysmally low. For lacharya, admits; “It is erui 
at this time that the serdamis contacf carrying ten kuteba (unbaked) bricks dren are sometimes employ' 
us. We are paid dsdoon and our rail* at a time to a distailcc of 300 to ISO kilns, but their number ii 
way ticket is bought. The sardami metres to the furnace the raja receives big.” A visit to some of the' 
accompanies us to the brick kiln.” one r/cJtfy (token). Twenty such tokens proves that this is not iru^ 
Once the tribali reach the brick kiln fetch one rupee. For carrying pucca The accommodation pre 
they are categorised and work begins, (baked) bricks the rate is even lest: the brick kiln workers is 
The Job of carrying bricks from where one rupee for carrying about 400 inadequaie but also unhyg 
they are moulded to the furnaces bricks over the same distance. As a workers are quartered in fc 
where they are baked is usually done result the most a raja can earn is Rs five feet Jbopris (huts) whi 
by women and children, know*^ as four a day or Rs 24 for the week. out four fMC high. No tribal 
rejes. Softening and preparing the But even this amount is not paid to in a Jbopri without their lei 
day for making the bricks is done by the re/#. Th# tot#) amount a raja ing through the open door 
adult males while the job of shaping receives in a week is about Rs 15. The Munda, a raja in a brie 
and cutting (be bricks is carried out by balance is kept by the owner or his Barasat said. “The quart* 
icheduiea caste workers parberas aunshi (manager) with the promise small that every time we < 
usually from the Gaya and Nalanda (hat this amount would be paid to we have to stoop. But we » 
districts of Bihar. them at the time of going home. As a plain becauta we have got 

A typical kiln scene; (far right) a child ptcks up bricks whila in the auddta, sitting on e brick, xr (he sirdarni 
counting our the ticklies 
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How dOOl liSOflr 

All prtMuro cooMoft vm stoom (o cook 
food toittf. Somotimoi moro stoom man 
IS noodod builds up insido tt>o cookoc 
Undor normal conditions this «fot ofl from 
tbo woighi vMvo on iho toe. N tn it vom eocs 
ciCf^M mm food It couM load to an arupnon 

In the New PrestiQt^ me rare occwon 
when steam builds up ancassivety, 
tna GAS tnabias the rubber gaahet to 
expand and stretch out of the slot and 
let off tna steam downwards safety 
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wCihout wh!^h' w« «oul4 have 
acarved." Batidaa, tbera arc ao 
arrangemancs lor driaking waier and 
there are no toilets. Medical facilities 
are missing. Seine kilns keep first aid 
kits, but their number is very saiaJl. 
A^in, as the brick industry does not 
fall under (he purview of the Factories 
Act, Employees State Insurance (ESI) 
facilities are also absent. 

B ut the greatest humiliation that 
tciba) ]alK)urers have to suffer is 
that of sexual exploitation. It is not 
uncommon for a tribal woman to be 
locked up and beaten if she refuses to 
yield sexually to her emplc^er or local 
toughs. Take the case or Pinki Boipai, 
a tribal girl from Guigaon in Chak* 
radharpur. Last year she had come 
down to work in tfie Talabir brick kiln 
in Mogra in Kooghly district but had to 
finally run away when she could not 
endure the torture of being raped 
repeatedly. Biran, who worked with 
Pink], narrated the sordid story; 
"Pinki was a pretty girl so when she 
came to work here she caught the eye 
of the contractor who rapM her. She 
used to cry and tell us about (his 
torture and about how unhappy she 
was. But she also knew that there was 
nothing that she could do to stop this. 
If she complained then she would not 
be given work and she would have to 
starve. But after some lime she could 
not endure this eny longer and ran 
away. She must haVr gone to some 
other brick kiln to earn some money 
before she returned home.** Mo less 
brutal was the case of Simi Somai. also 
frum Guigaon village in Chakradhar* 

t ur, who left the same brick kiln after 
eing raped. 

Apart from being raped by contrac* 
tors, youngadivasi girls have to face 
the same late at the hands of local 
hoodlums or mairaans. Mila Mjmda, a 
20*year-old girl who had come from 
Chakradharpur to work in a brick kiln 
in NalMgram in Burdwan dietrici, re* 
tollected how she was molested by 
tome hoodlums; "We were sleeping in 
our huts when we heard some shouts 
outside. We found that some local 
loughs had entered our kiln and were 
demanding liquor from our munsAi. 
He reused saying that be did not have 
my, Angry, the mastaans then turned 
iheir attention to us. They came over 
!0 ray hut and molested me.** Helpless, 
the had to submit. According to Mr 
Ramaprasad Bhattacharya, even brick 
din owners are helpless in such a 
tituativn. As he said, "Tlie anacks by 
local youths backed by political par< 
des have made us decide te close down 
sore this 20 kilns in 24 Parganas. In 
filly last year some hoodlums attacked 
ny kiln in Budge Budge and molested 

me of the girls working there. Hioxigh 

ireryone knew about it the girl did not 
nention it to ma^perhaps because 
he was ashamed. So no action could 
>a takan.” 

This, apparently, is also (he problem 
'aead by the police. In OcioDer last 
«tr the Birtsai police had arrastad 
ifur Hamid Amin, a brick kiln owner 
ft Barasat for wroncfully confiniag 
,6»yaAr^d BaauMl jenko. But the 


case fell througif wImii BaauAd could 
not be made to give a mtentut 
auinst him. But Lam Jenko, president 
of (be Mahila Samaj in Chakradhar- 

K r, who was herself a labourer in (he 
ck kilps of West Bengal, had a very 
different story to narrate wb^ she 
met us. She said, "Tha reality is that 
nobody bothers about us tribala. The 
police are hand in glove with the brick 
kilo owners and they would not help 
us even li they could. Though I have 
not 'beeo rap^ myself, I know what 
fate the girls have to suffer. (Last year 
she had sent a memorandum to the 
union government describing the con* 
ditions of tribal workers in West Ben 
gal's brick kilns.) I have seen young 
mbal girls being sexually assaulted ly 
kiln owners. 1 have also seen how 
sardsrnis have forced girls into pros¬ 
titution. And (he munsAis and the 
owners are all alike. They think that 
wa do not have any character and will 
sleep with anyone lor a small favour.** 
This attitude was amply evident when 
we visited the brick kilns. The munshi 
of Ja^swal brick kilo in Kalyam told 
us: "These girls are bad charactered. 
They drink and invite trouble. It is not 
surprising that they are raped. Be¬ 
sides. they also like to make some 
money to buy trinkets." And it is 
precisely because of such contractors 
(hat (he rights of the labourers are 
flouted. 

There is, of course, the Inter State 
Workmen's Migration Act (19791 to 
stop exploitation and regulate the 
working conditions of migrant labour¬ 
ers But its provisions are loose and 
inadequate. According to this Act, the 
state from which (he migrant labourer 
has come has the rtghi to raise the 
matter with the state m which the 
labourer is employed if his conditions 
of work violate the Act. But it is the 
employing state which investigates the 
complaint and here lies the snag: if 

C eople who employ migrant labour 
ive any patrons m (he ruling party 
then (he investlgaiioR js not nonesi. 
Again, the Act has no provision for the 
release of bonded labourers or for the 
criminal prosecution of those who 
keep labourers in a state of bondage 
As a matter of fact brick making is 
an extremely lucrative business nght 
from the time that kilns are aet up. 
Brick kiln owners, who contribute ' 
heavily to (he election funds of diffe- | 
ra&i parries (thereby assuiug patron¬ 
age) rirst buy some cultivabTeland and 
set up Irilna. Then, as production be¬ 
gins, dust from the loins settle on 
adjacent ^ots of land making it unpro¬ 
ductive. The brick kiln owner ,^n 


away pncc. tnis m, oc coime, only a 
small addibon to tbeir profits which 
are in any case anormoua. The manu¬ 
facturing coat of 1,000 bricks rackges 
from fU 80 to Ra 100 while the selling 
price ranges from Rs 350 to Rs 4S0, 
oependlag on the quality of the brick. 
The tragedy Is chat while the condition 
of migrant labourers has becoma 
worae, it has become more lucrative 
for Iblft owners to employ them. ■ 
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Grab land and get 


minister Mr Khin's Itnd 
declined because Mr K. Prabhikar 
Keddy was made the borne minister 
and later replaced by Mr C. Ja^n* 
naiha Rao. Roth Mr Reddy and Mr Rao 
were considered rivals of Mr Hashim. 


away with it 


Mr Khan obviously enjoyed good per* 
sonal equations with Mr Anjaiah too, 
because the former chief minister was 
always found to be rather hesitant to 
take action against the allied land* 


grabbing activities of Mr 


The Congress(l) is involved 


Hyderabad: hV>r over 3S years, the 

ifc 


(Win cities have enjoyed the repute* 
(ion of being a landgrahbers* paradise. 
But it i% only now tiiat the "captoics” of 
landgrabbers are coming into sharp 
focus, (haiik» to the war of words 
Indulged in by alleged landgrabbers 
and Congre^sd) leaders in (he state 
capital. In the charges and counter* 
charges that have been traded b] 


cnargei tnut have neen traoeo ov 

E olitkiaiis and landgrabbers of all 
ues and shades, it is clear that many 


many 

of the Congress! I) leaders, including at 
least two former chief ministers, sever¬ 
al present and former ministers, legis* 
laion nod party office-bearers have 
been branded as landgrabbers 
The mudslmgjng matches have not 
only anno^d the CungresslI) high 
6ut 


command but also shaken the central 


leaders from Andhra Pradesh who are 
visibly embarrassed at the “parade** of 
Congressd) landgrabbers* 

Though the Jandgrab controversy 
has assumed serious proportions now, 
it had become ritualistic for upposition 
leadefs, as well as some ruling party 
legislators, to raise the Issue every 
time the legislature met in the Ust two 
years. When Mr P.V Pavithran was 
the city police, commissioner there 
were even clashes between the police 
and the CPI volunteers in the Saroor* 
nagar area on the outskirts of Hyder* 
abed, as the government forcibly 
evicted the slumdwellers. During Mr 
Tangturi Anjaiah*s tenure as chief 
minister, heated debates in the legisla* 
ture had always centred on the activi¬ 
ties of an alleged landgrabber. Mr 
Mohammed Ibrahim Khan, and his 
links with Mr Anjaiah's cabinet col¬ 
league, Mr Mina Mohammed Hashim, 

After Mr Bhavanam became the 
chief minister in February 1982, he 
has tried to checkmate Mr Khan end !o 
keep Mr Hashim out from the cabinet. 
Mr Khan and five of his associates 
were arrested under the MSA in March 
1982 although they were let off by the 
Andhra Pradesh High Court in April. 
Mr Hashim himseir was defeated in 
(he Rdlya Sabha polls in March. The 
facti&n that had not voted for Mr 
Hashim was the one led by Mr An* 
jaiah. 

Now Mr Hashim and Mr Khan are 
crying to hit back at Mr Anjaiah. aince 
both Mr Hashim and Mr Khan pros* 
pared during the tenure of Dr H. 
uhenna Reddy and both of them 
still mainiaio close links with the 


former chief minister-tumed'Punjab 
Covernof. 

Mr Khan is widelv believed to be ihe 
“king** of landgrabbert in the twin 
cities. But there are many like him 
whu have gone about tbeir “busmen'' 
quietly and whose aciivities have 
escaped notice or criticism of the 
opposition parties. Mr Khan also has 
l^eai political clout in the Congressfl) 
circles. He eniovs the patronage of 
certain centra[ leaders and in turn 
extends patronage to rmnisters and 
several Congress(l> legislators in the 
state. It was Mr Khan who had pro¬ 
vided the necessary i^rganisaiiunal 
support to two Congressd) candidates 
durir.g the January 1980 Lok Sabha 
elections. While the Congressd) 
nominee from Hyderabad, Mr K*$. 
Naravana. emerged victorious against 
his Mailis-e-Ittehaadul Muslimeen and 

i anata Party nvals largely due lo Mr 
.hen's support, the candidate from 
Secunderabad. Mr P. Shiv Shankar 
<now union petroleum and chemicals 
minister) was alM> helped by Mr Khan. 

When the “fabulous" wealth of Mr 
Khan invited income tax raids in Au¬ 
gust 1980, many incriminating docu* 
ntenis were reported to have been 
seised which allegedly establish bis 
business links with Congressd) politi¬ 
cians and senior police and adminis¬ 
trative officials. 

After Mr Anjaiah took over as chief 
idJi. Hasbim: wvpM in e ndctf 


The background of the Khan affair 
is interesting. In early 1981, some 
antisocial elements had attacked e 
solicitor. Mr Sadiq*Mohiuddin associ¬ 
ated with a Citizens Welfare Commit* 
tee (CWC) which had submitted a 
series of memoranda to the state gov¬ 
ernment detailing Mr Khan's landgrab 
activities. In the memoranda, submit* 
ted in January and March 1981, the 
CWC had alleged that Mr Khan had 
taken over about 400 acres of private, 
municipal, government and Sarfe* 
Khas {Niaam^s} lands, with the help 
and connivance of revenue, police and 
municipal officials, poiiticianR, musc¬ 
lemen. lawyers and even some mem¬ 
bers of the judiciary. 

The stale government had ordered a 
CID enquiry in 1981 on the basis of the 
memoranda of the CWC. After the CB 
(CID) investigation into 20 land trans* 
actions of Mr Khan and his associates, 
(he then direcior general of Mlice, Mr 
M.V. Narayana Rao, had recom¬ 
mended a deeper probe into the 
alleged landgrab rackets uf Mr Khan 
as well as the arrest of Mr Khan under* 
the NSA. The CB (CID) report was 
submitted in May 1981. Giani Zall 
Sin^ had personally asked Mr An- 
jaiA IQ anest Mr Ishan during the 
union home minister's visit (o Hyder¬ 
abad in July 1981. But it was only in 
February (his year, during the stormy 
sessions of the state legislature in the 
last days of Mr Anjaiah as chief minis¬ 
ter, that the home minister. Mr C* 
Jagannetha Rao had promised an ear¬ 
ly decision on the CB(CID) report. 



On 16 March^the eve of the state 
legislarure session—the special task 
force of city police arrested Mr Khan 
and five of his associates at his resi¬ 
dence at Eanjara Kills. All the arrestj 
were made under KSA. The detention 
order stated ibat, “Mr Khan, beln^ a 
man of modest means and inheriting 
DO valuable pro;per(ies. had built up 
vast properties in gnd around Hyder* 

span « it 


abed city within a short 


ten 


ipat 

years through violent and criiDinal 
activities, engaging a gang of rowdiee 
and musclmnen in order to forcibly 
ecquire, valuable lands and buUd^gs 
a( the cost of bona fide owners.* 1m 
detention ordgr further considered 
him **a dangerous and despe^^ie per¬ 
son fit to be detained to prevent aim 
from acting in a manner prejudicial to 
the maintenance of public order.** 
When the stete legislature met on 17 
March, chief mlniiter, Mr Bhevinam 
announced the appointioent of a com¬ 
mission of enquiry, headed by a imtloff 
IAS officer, m Suahil Kumar, to probe 
into the land deals of Mr Khan, sever¬ 
al legislators wanted the Hite 
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m«ot io liuocH crict!iB«l pfocMdioii 
■gtintt Mr Kh«A. 

On 16. Apd!, cb« Andhxt Pr«d«ah 
Hllh Court «llow«d the Wpui 
pttktion of Mr lUion ftod 9uA$he4 tht 
dotOQCtdn ordort ^tlnot him. A divl* 
lion bench consisting of Mr Justice IL 
Medhava Reddy and Mr Justice A. 
Raghuvir delivered the iudgcmeoti 
(enniog the grounds of Mr Khen^ 
detention ns vague. Similarly* the pet^ 
tioo nf Mr Khan's five assoctates were 
also admitted and their detention 
orders quashed by the High Court. 
Consequently, all the six persons were 
set free. 

While Mr Khan was siil] lodged la 
the Chaochalguda Central Jan* his 
alleged business partner and political 
mentor, Mr Hashim, was defeated in 
the Rajya Sabhi polls on 29 March. 
After w Khan’s release from deten* 
lion, he and Mr Heshim raged against 
Mr AoJalah. But the wordy duel began 
only alter police, revenue and muni* 
cipal staff on 2 May reclaimed about 
ten acres of prime government lend 
allegedly encroeched upon by Mr 
Khan. The vast tract of land, under Mr 
Khan's possession for over a decade, is 
situated ai Maqta Madar Haheb. oppo¬ 
site the Raj Bhavan flanked by Hus* 
sainsagar Lake. At current prices, the 
land is said tu be worth around Rs two 
crores. Mr Khan claims that the land 
was bought by his father in hi* name 
about SS years ago. 

Mr Anjaiah disclosed that during his 
tenure as chief minister, when he 
wanted to arrest Mr Khan for alleged 
landgrabbing activities, it was Mr 
Haihim. his mimsterial colleague, who 
nad forcefully dissuaded him from 
doing so. Mr Aniaiah denies that he 
ever sought funos from Mr Khan for 
the Congreas(l) or for his followers. He 
ilso says that his government wanted 
to taka action against Mr Khan nOt 
because Mr Khan was a supporter of 
Or Channa Reddy but because he was 
i '‘notorious landgrabber.*' Mr An* 
liiah claims that he was never a busi¬ 
ness partner of Mr Khan. 

As many as 14 cases of landgrabbing 
jy Mr Khan are sought to be probed by 
:he Sushtl Kumar Enquiry Commis* 
don. The encroached lands reportedly 
belong to the government, several in* 
lividualSy and cooperative housing 
locieties. 

Tba opposition parties in the state 
ire visiblyCongreesfl) 
iiacomf iture over tba landgnb disclo* 
Hires. Mr C. Narayana. a Telugu De* 
mn MLA. says that when he was in the 
::ongre^l). ne had written nearly 40 
attan to the Prime Minister pointing 
» the landgrab activities of several 
Rate ministers. Mr Narayana cUims 
;hit civil supplies and labour minister, 
Kr G. Venkatswamy. believed to have 
Kcupied two acres of government 
and In Banjari HlUi and several kun* 
in every harijan slum in the city, 
segidea owaing ten bungalows. Muni* 
:lpal idminiiTrmtlon mioisier, Mn B. 
Mrojini Pulla Reddy, had illegally 
occupied government lands in the 
iewenpelly and Secunderabad areas. 
Smpleyttear and training minister. Mr 



tbnhim KbMa: alMged ridtetaer 


P. Janardhaa Reddy (who is a proc* 
laimed follower of Mr Anjaiehk had 
possession of government lands at 
Vousufguda and Rahmatnagar. The 
fonner finance and home minister, Mr 
K. Prabhakar Reddy, had allegedly 
illegally occupied government lands in 


MaTalfpet area and 
thcL ttr Baddam.Bel 


RaAgareddy dl^ 
I RadS, dn BJP 
laedar, has alleged that Dr Cbahna 
Reddy, iif AnjaiaK Mr Haihim, Mr 
Venkatswamy, w janardhan Reddy, 
end Mr V. Tulsi Ram. fonner MP, 
figured in tha list of lanograbbtrs who 
did not eyqn spare temple lands. 

At least one central minister from 
Andhra Pradesh is said to have asked 
tha state leadership to "stop the non* 
sense** on the issue of lanagrabbing. 
While Mr P. Shiv Shankar Is hesitant 
about denying Mr Khan's allegation 
chat he had helped the former lo the 
election campai^, the external affairs 
aunister. Mr P. v. Narasimha Rao. is 
also alarmed at the trading of land* 
gnb charges between Mr Khan and 
me Congreisd) leaders. The two cen* 
tnl ministers reportedly asked all the 
"parties’* in the controversy to keep 
quiet and leave the matter re be 
mvestigaied in detail by e high- 
powered enquiry commission. 

Syed Majeedul Hasan 


PAUNAR VISIT 


Was ashirwad Maneka's 
only intention? 


Paunar: Going to ve Atharya Vinoba 
Shave js like liiking a dip in tha 
Gangs Past sins ate wa>hed away. The 
"blessed” ones come a way clean with a 
halo and a cerre bfanche. Hence, the 
beeline of politicians to the Paunar 
Ashram. Some cynical residents oi the 
area describe the Acharya as the "Sar* 
kar; Sadhu (Official Saim>." Or at 
least one of the last voices of moral 
author icy—a stamp of approval still 
meaningful in north Indiao villages. 
The octogenarian’s Bhoodsn and 
PadyMtrt Ays still matter. Many ttf the 

S pims have made the twe^hour drive 
ween the bustling city of Nagpur 
end Paunar on the Dham river bnore 
embarking on their thorny political 
paths. The year started out with a 
teetering AntuJay. Then a series of 
Congressmen; Babasaheb Bbosale. 
VaatRt ^che, Oheoi Khan Choudhury. 
The average is two to three leaders a 
month. 

^en Maoeka Gandhi went there on 
f9''Hay she was only following in her 
nother*m*law’s footsteps Mrs Gandhi 
had i^e to see the Achaxya on 10 
April with the mini-elections just 
around the corner. It is said that the 
Acharya gave her a neem leaf fried in 
oil (part of his Ally diet eloru with 
curd and boneyk The neem leanceeps 
one pure, he is supposed to have told 
Mr& Indira Gandhi.. The Acharya 
makes you fall into tne routine? if you 
go at mealtime, you get to etc. II you 
are at the ashram at prayertime you 
have to pray and if it is lime for 
spinning you have to spin. 

Man A a Gandhi reached during 
lyi^ra^just a bit earlier, in fact, 
in a white Cbanderi sari subtly 


sa' 


specked with pink and green and a 
green blouse. White was the appropri¬ 
ate colour and green a deft touch, tha 
Acharya's room has green curtains—as 
green as his cai^and green pillows. 
Maneka Gandhi's ten minute audience 
was a private one. The women in 
handspun white, who sal outside had 
devotion and discipline in equal naa* 
sure They kepi the press and public 
from following Mrs Maneka Gandhi. 
Bui they could not prevent journalists 
from peeping m for the green curtains 
could be pin led aside. Mrs Maneka 
Gandhi's head was covered and she 
did not say much. Later, the Acharya 
told me that Maneka Gandhi had said 
that she was Sanjay Gandhi’s widow 
and she hod met him to get his ashir* 
wad (blessing). The Acharya told her 
that she should choose a small "area" 
and follow the path Mahatma Gandhi 
had laid out. Politics was not on the 
menu. 

The prayers lasted half an hour. The 
hunAeds of people who had gathered 
to see Maneka Gandhi ware calm as 
tha Gita was recited. Tha Acharya sat 
alona Interestingly enough, when the 
Janata Party was in power and the 
Congress out in the cold, KirmaU 
Despande, who is the Acharya’s pri¬ 
vate secretary was mth Mrs Gandhi in 
an official capacity. It was she who 
accompanied her to Balchi. Tha Gan¬ 
dhi connection with Vinoba Bhave is 
not a new one. But. perhap^ he Is more 
partial to the alder Mrs Gandhi. 

Vinobaji has qualities of a diplomat 
for when 1 asked him whare he 
thought India was heading, he 
answered: "In the direction Cod 
wants." When ha was asked about his 
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reactiun» tu whdi whs hiippi*ninj» in 
Amnlaar, he sai<l' “Bdhut i/urrj ivory 
bad).** But tu the rhinf cjuostiun nn 
what hv felt about all the poliiiciiin^ 
cneerinK him fnr .tshirw^nl ami then 
doin^t exactly what they wanted and 
not what he had .said, he merely folded 
his hund». That meant, nu comments 
on poljtrcians. 

One thiriK became dear In Maneka 
Gandhi's visit to the Kar.imdhom 
Ashram and to Nagput (conducted and 
organised by Akhar Ahmed) shy had 
indeed become a force to reckon with. 
If the Lnckiiuw convention, which offi¬ 
cially launched Ihe Sanjay Vichar 
Manch, was the first siaau in the 
take-off of the Maneka Gandhi rocket, 
this vid5 the second The entry of the 
widow of the Idle Sanjuy (10(10111 into 
Nagpur oil 18 May wasquiie a hapiien 
ing. The visit, however, began on a 
slightly discordant note at the airport 
when two do2en men with black flags, 
led by K P. Dubey, the Congrcs.sfJi 
party chief whip in the state legisla* 
ture council shouied anti-Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi .slogans. But that was the only sign 
of hostilitv. Mrs Maneka Gandhi was 
escorted 10 rhe Skylark Hiitd m town. 
The fifteen minuie drive took almost 
two hours: it was more like a parade or 
marriage proce«<ciim with all the poirp 
and show. Fifty scooters and motor¬ 
bikes, ten trucks and over ilO cars 
made their way noisily through the 
mam streets and important chowks 
(squares) of The city. Inure were louds¬ 
peakers, about 10 three-wheelers with 
posters on them showing Mrs Gandhi, 
Satijay and Maneka. The motorcade 
touk all thv demurs pos.sihlv so that all 
I he main area ^ would be covered The 
police were also uut in full force (two 

A ^ 



barraiions, 300 policemen) chat n^t 
to make sure that aothirtf untoward 
was going to happen. 

The streets were cleared of traffic 
and the people of the city had lined up 
on either side of the roads. At the 
intersections, there were rows and 
rows of heads. Many came to hear ber, 
too. At the Chitnis Outdoor StadituiL 
the next evening, when she address^ 
e public meeting there could have 
been IS.OOO to 20.000 people including 
marty children and women. Lucknow 
had only a handful of people. After 
Rekhj, Mis Maneka Gandhi must 1 m 
the next star at traction There was, in 
fact, something filmy about the whole 
show. 

rhe meeting once again saw the 
clockwork efficiency of Akhar 
Ahmed's loyal brigade who had taken 
care of virtually everything. They had 
also made sure that everythii^ was a 
bit (heiitrical. Behind the dais was a 
huge painting. On it was Miineka Gan* 
dhi with a (leicrminud ^ini in her eye, 
clutching her son im the left. Sen jay 
Gandhi was in (he centre, and a smil¬ 
ing. bespectacled and matronly Indira 
Gandhi on the right 

It could have been a advertisement 
from a film in all ih« colours and 
dimunMonN Ekdow the dais were a 
handful of the supporters, who would 
like (he (orchestra m a theatre, periodi* 
cally punctuate the speeches with slo* 
gans a.s and wli«n the need arose. 
There was also piped music with songs 
about hanjay Gandhi. 

Just how great a star attraction 
Mani'ka Gandhi is became evident 
when she made her entry from behind 
the dais of this huge outdoor stadium. 
The crowd had sensed her arrival and 
many ran up ihv steps uf the stadium 
to see her. M(»sr r<isc en masse in gel a 
better view. Said the housewife sitting 
next to me. **1 wanted to see what 
Maneka Candhi looked like. Ever^r* 
body thinks that Punjabis ore beauti¬ 
ful because they are fair, hut It...that's 
why I left my children and came.“ Said 
another woman who seemed more 
seasoned in politics: ''I wanted to sec 
someone so young and so active. She is 
daring. But what impact can she have? 
This is sad, (he Congress is being 
pulled front all sides...** 

Nagpur is obviously a town which 
rises (u all sorts of occasions. Indira 
Gandhi has been worshipped here; she 
has also been .stoned. Anything, the 
people told me, could have happened 
this lime. Obviously, it was a good 
‘'wind'* which was blowing for Man¬ 
eka. It seems that Akbar Ahmed had 
come here in April to check which way 
the wind was blowing. There was just a 
brief m<)Rient of tension when some, 
one threw a chappal from a comer 
when Maneka Gandhi was speaking. 
But it was soon over. Maneka Gandht 
read out her speech which was an 
extension of the one in Lucknow. She 
reiterated the point that Sanjay Gan- 
iJhi*v widow could never be associated 
with (he R5S. She spoke about the 
fivep<dnt programme and mentioned 
the '*herdsnips" she had to face after 
the Lucknow convention. 


COLOUR TV 

Mrs Gandhi's birthday 
present 


New Delhi: Come November and 
oiitician^ and others scratch their 
etds hard to come up h ith an on^inaJ 
present for Mrs Candhi on her )>irth* 
day. This year the compciiciun is cnins 
CO he lather tou^th. Mr Vasant Satlie 
plans to sav it with colour, instead o( 
the usual floral tniucjucis. Indian tele 
vision will jntrodure colour uii 19 
November, ihe ^*r^me MirusrerS Ijirfh- 
Jay-^nd incidentally—the 
of the Asian Games lortiuKht. 

But the most imMrtant question is: 
will Indie gn in W the indigenous 
manufacture nf colour television sets 
and video cas^tte r(*coriJcrN^ i'eople 


connected with the business believe 
that the decision to do so has already 
been taken. Rut nuly>dv all the way up 
the bureaucrucic line is willing: to say 
NO. kA’eryone. it M-enw. in waiting tui 1 
Safiiarj^ng Ro.id to give die final 
nod—even though the informaiiiin and 
hroaikasting tniniNter has Iwen mam 
taming that we will do the manufactur 
mgoursolves.Thv renomfor the drlav 
in the policy announci'ment is the fact 
that thv uppoNiiion lashed out against 
the iiitroduciiim of colour television in 
>*arliameni. 

Television manulaciurers. who arc 
ail set to manufaciure colour TVs and 


VCRs (that 1$ ready m import Idle) 
believe that the government’s strategy 
is to change the policy gradually, 
a’s first colour transmission was in 
April, when Satyajit Ray's Sadgati and 
Shainnj Ke Ah/lari were screened, 
and last month, there was an un- 
announced colour transmission of a 
Hindi film. (The producer later 
threatened to sue Dourdar^han.) 

All these were trials in ptepaiacion 
for the Asian Games But iS August, in 
fad, is the Doordar&han's next date 
with colour. INSAT (Indian National 
Satellite), olchough meant for the re* 
lay nf hUck and white has already 
done some testing in culour. The new 
equipment ordered for the Asian 
Games and for INSAT is for colour, 
hour outdoor broadcasting vans lOBV) 
with wo lour equipment (each OBV 
costs Ks 1 2 !> crorcs) have been 
ordered. Tout more are prubably in 
the pipeline. Although the OBVs fiavo 
been urdeied for Asian Games they 
will bv sent latvr to other Cities in the 



Another change at the Indian Express 


Isingh hMiJ spent only about two 
months at ihe f:xpres«. The conflict 
b^'gjn uv( r Mr Arun .Shnaric's report 
<ii a lunch he had with Karniiuka 
chief minister Mr Gundn Kao and Mr 
F. M Khan, MP the report was later 

C blisheJ in St'Nn^v, 14 June I9gl. A 
:le later ihc quarrel bveame public 
when Ml Sihal Smgh vetoed an Arun 
Shourie exposure of former Karnaiu* 
ka minister Mr C M. Ihruhim. Though 
a ceasefire wai brought about by Mr 
Ram Nath Goenka^ there was simmer* 
ing discontum. Mr Shourie's personal 
rappiMi with Mr Goenka was srren* 

i .hicned during ihu days the Hupret* 
ought Mr A K Aiuulay. Mr .Shourie 
gradually began to assert himself 
more than ho i>4d ever dvne earlier. It 
wa« this new status in office politick* 
ing that immediaieJy prompted Mr 
Ninal Singh to reconsider his own stay 
at the Express According tu his sup* 
piirters. Mr Nihal Singh fell that he 
WHS being reduced to a iliular role 
while Mt Shoune assumed indepen* 
dent funciinning as dv facto editor 
who rotild overrule or sidestep Mr 
Nihal Singh, as and when he wished 
tn. In 3 move that surprised the 
Krprt^ss management, Mr Nihal Singh 
decided to withdraw from the scene 
and submitted his resignation in early 
March. Between March and May, 
when the resignation was accepted, 
Mr Ram Nath Goenka tried to mr* 
suade Mr Nihal Singb to stay on but 
the* latter was ddamam. He asVed thav 
the duality in ediionul powers, be* 
[ween him and Mr Sbourie, ought to 
be ended if the management desired 
his ctmtinuance. When this was not 
forituoming, Mr NlhaTSingh inNisied 
on leaving the Lxpitss. He has now> 
accepted a two year endowment as a 
senior associate from the Carnegie 
fjiclowment for International Peace, 
New York. 

Anil Saari 


New lldhii A clash nrylrs ItciiNeen 
new lournahsiii the 

to another 

in the ediiur iii chivf MJiun 

F.Mpret*. Mr S. Nihal Sin ah, a profe<* 
sioiiil trudiijunallii. will IX' leaving 

the chief's joh from .11 May P.<K2. only .** ; ’, 

li moiiihn after hi« app<Mntmenf. 

when hi* wa'i «clacted over ihc claiRU M * 

of old h'xpi*(*.sv mcir. Mr Kuldtp Nayiir 

and Mr Ajit Bhatiachwrjea. Mr Nihal ^ 

iiingh'.s succeNsor will be Mr B. G. 

Vcrghc'iv, one of ih'>»c who had l>Ci*n 

cuniidered last vear when the job I 

went to Mr Nihal hingh. 

Mr Nihal Singh decided to Wove the , / ^• *' ./SBUp ^ 

£>presA because of the c 01 utan I clash ^BLcSj^ 

of styles with Mr Anin Shourte. the 
daily's executive editor whn hus 
ca rved uui a n i che for hiiD^elf t h rough 

a new nryle of crusading journaliicn. f 

daredevil exposures and a highly de* | 

fiam stance against the establish* ^Hplp'*' 

ment. Though technically Mr Shoune ^ A 

was number two, Mr Nihal Sin^ is V 

understood to have often found Mi i \ ’V 

Shouric operating inJciiendently on 1 A • > . 

his own, without quite acknowledging Nihal Singh: ExpresstiCukr head 
the edetor*in*<hief's siuerelniy over »—««' ' ■ ■ ■ 

all material that went into the news* submmed his resignation to Mr 
paper. In effect the Sxpnss seemed Qoenka. The resignsuon was 

to Mve two editors instead ^ one. accepted only in May, wnhn the man- 

Since the £xi>f«« chain is spread a«m«ni announced that Mr B. C- 

ac ross the subcon 11 ne nt. a diversify of '«’uJd be the m w ediiorin* 

admin islTtrive pr^Ietns has also to chiel. A former editor of the Hindtu- 

be tackled by the editor. At the fan Times, .the premier New Delhi 

closure of the Bombay edition last daily. Mr Vergheie joins a Wfwspaper 
year and its resumption of publication organisation neatly aeren years after 
early this year, it was Mr Arun he was asked to leave the HioduAtan 
Shoune and not Mr NiliaJ Smgh who nroes bt^ausv the manageineui did 
was the editor functioning and nego* not find him to be a maUtablc editor 
t la ting on behalf of the newspaper during the Emergency days, ^ring 

management Ouruii the period, Mr th>s period Mr Verghese worked as a n 

Shourie was working in close itiison mdependent coJuronist for various 

wi\h the timvsptper^ proprietor, Mr pepers end was also assMiaied with 

RaiA Nath Goenka. Imme^eeely after (be Gandhi Peace Foundation, 
the Bombay edi'lon reauaied puMica* Mr Nihal Singh’s problems In pull* 
(io&, inthalast days of Fabruary 19S2, ing along with Mr Arup Sbouriv date 
Mr NihM Singh U tm^rstood to have back to Jone 19R1. when Mr Nihal 



counoy—JuUunder* of coune, boing 
M appropriate place because viewers 
there can receive Pakistan’s slickly 
produced colour programoies. 

The electronics news gathering 
equipment (EN and G), pur^ased for 
the Asian Games (with chree^quaner 
inch tapes) can also handle colour. All 
these signs are being taken as indica* 
tions that the “nod* will not take long 
to come. Their argueneut: since the 
colour equiptr^ot is already here, the 
anthorities might os well put in one 
channel in colour. Incidentally, there 
are plans to introduce a second chan¬ 
nel on television. 

But, there is a general faeting that 
the consumer electronics in the coun< 
try (television sets. VCRs, two'in ones 
etc.) hive not gone beyond the “screw 
driver technology.*' VCRs and other 
sophisticated items, (n some cases 
even black and white television sets, 
art imported and then merely aisem* 
bled here The kits with sets and VCRs 
in semi'knocked down <$KD) or CKD 
(completely knocked down) condition 
are imported ffom the rar East^ 
usually Japan via Hong Kong. In other 
words, India is a big recatl market. 

The TV manufacturers’ association, 
on the ocher hand, say (hat they are all 
ready to produce JOO.OOO colour sets^ 
the number of television secs required 
by November Weston, the giant in this 
field, has applied (or a licence to 
manufacture SO.CKIO although they 
have only been given a licence for 
2,000. according to Mr Sunder Vacha* 
ni, Weston’s managing director. Mr 
Vachanl is confident that his company 
wiU be given a licence to manufacture 
at least 2 ;^OOO^and. that between 
them the iV manufacturers will be 

able to come up with 200.000 colour 

sets 

There are, in fact, two schools of 
thought: since 75 per cent of the 
production of black and white televt* 
sioif secs (nearly 100,(XK) a vear at the 
moment) it centred in small scale TV 
units, many people feel that the same 
principle should apply to colour TV as 
well as to other consumer electronic 

I [Qods. But there are others who be* 
leve that if the electronics industry is 
to take off, it should not remain within 
the purview of the small sector. The 
small sector cannot really invest in 
research and development or, invest In 
cepital intensive plants. Their eye is 
perforce on quick giins. And the 
easiest way to do (hat is through the 
screw driver technology. 

Whether India goes In for colour or 
not a big question which looms over 
(he electronics landscape is: what are 
they going to put in the colour TV 
sets? People complain that what is bad 
in black and white will be doubly bad 
in colour. One answer is that Doordar* 
than will have to give in to pressure 
from Bombay: more pressing 

reason to go for colour is the fact chat 
very soon, equipment in black and 
white—especially eapeniive and 
essential cemerae—will no longer be 
available for black and white. 


RSS takes over a temple 


New Delhi: In a quiet, pre>dawn swoop 
on 12 May the RSS took over the 
Jhandewalao Vaishno Devi temple, 
less than two miles away from the New 
Delhi railway station. So began 
another skirmish between the R^ 
6JP combine and Delhi’s militant Con* 
ess(l) member of Parliament. Mr 
aram Das Shastri. The two had 


is not known to be an Important RSE 
man. ei^t members of the Durgt 
Vaeban Mindal Badri Bhajan JhanA 
walaa Mandir Society, which runs tht 
teiMle’s management, are aald to ht 
RSS members. 




fought round one last January over Mr 
Charaniit Singh’s Hotel Meridian 
(Sunday. 14 Pebruary l$g2l and sup* 


iry IW] and sup* 
poners on both-sides nad been flexing 
their muscles, frustrated possibly by 
the fact (hat (he opporrumiy is susaing 
for a full'fledged measure of strengthi 
such as could have been provided if 
elections to Delhi's Metropolitan 
Council were held in May, along with 
(he Assembly elections in four states. 

Round two has certainly gone to the 
RSS. They ousted the putan of (he 
Vaishno Devi (emple, Mr Yogeshwar 
Sharma. who is a Congrass(l) supper* 
ter and said to be close to two local 
Congressd) MPs. Mr Dharam Das 
Shastri and Mr Jagdiah Tytler. At 
stake was control of the charewth. 
daily offerings worth around Rs 25.000 
a day at the capital's biggest shrine of 
Vaishno Devi, probably the most re¬ 
vered deity among urban Punjabis. A 
legal dispute between the fonner pu* 
J9ri and the temple’s trustees has been 
going on lor some time. The trustees 
allege that the pujari has misappropri* 
ated a considerable sum from (be 
lempte’s lunds. While the chainnan of 
(ha board of trustees, Mr P.N. Kapoor, 


On 12 May, about iQp RSS workeri 
and supporters stormed the templt 
around 4.00 am, broke open the lock) 
and f^laced the pajiii with a prtesi 
of their own choice. At €.00 am. when i 

E olice par^ led ACP Ram Murt 
hanna triad Co intercede, the mol 
inside the temple began to throu 
sodawatcr bottles and brickbats 
Things quietened down after firm ac 
rlon by the police, who arrested eighi 
people end registered a cese for not 
mg against the RSS group, But th< 
RSS stayed in control of the temple 
Only a massive police deployment 
kept the peece on the Jhandewalao 
ridge, because several Cohgressd; 
men ilso converged on the area b) 
noon. 


Inside the temple, about a hundret 
RSS supporters and workers k^t vigi 
against a Congressd) assault. Slogani 
rent the air from time to rime, a grout 
of middleeged women kept chantinj 
through the din and the ^Ued gatei 
around the main shrine were xep 
closed. Suspicious RSS supporters ho 
vered around strangers entering th< 
temple, while a group of young boy: 
played the bongo to desi bAg/ans ir 
one corner. 

Anil Saarl 


CR/P posted ootside the nmphi(iam) ousted prtesr Yo$B$twvShama 


Madhu Jain 
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FALKLANDS WAR 


English media lashes 
out at Mrs Thatcher 


Loodoii: It hid lang been suspected 
chat the information dismbuted 

a che British ministry of defence 
OD) relating to the Falklanda crisis 
fsee cover story} was lufhly inadeou* 
ate. and sometimes inaccurate. Lb* 
deed, a stage bad been reached when 
most of the television pictures as well 
as confirmation about casualties in the 
bittke in (he South Atlantic^ and as 
utilised in the Britiah media, were 
emanartna from Buenoa Aires and not 
London. This anomaly exploded into 
the open when the British Broadcast* 
ing Corporation (BBC) and III riv^ 
channel, Independent Televiaion News 
(ITN), publicly charged their govern* 
ment of holding beck data im not 
aUowing films or videos of the sea 
action to be transmitted by satellite to 
London. This was a seauel to accuse* 
tions levelled at tha BBC about its 
* unfair coverage’' of The FalkJands 
issue by Mrs ^ruret Thatcher, the 
British mme Minister and her foreign 
setretary, Mr Francis Pym. among 
others. 

The uproar began after the screen* 
ing of BK’s Panorama programme on 
10 May which led to complaints ^ the 
ruling conservative par» MPs in the 
Rouse of Commons the following after 
noon. To that, Mr Pym responded by 
sayiog. "The government is very coo* 
cemM about it (the criticism by MPs 
end some of their constituents) in* 
deed.” Next Mrs Thatcher gove tbe 
matter a further mumentum by re* 
marking, "Many people felt that the 
case for our country is not being mt 
with sufflcUnt vigour on certain*—I do 
not say all—BBC progxamnies.'* Coin* 


ddentaUy, the tnteraaboiia] Preu In* 
stitute was bolding iu annual confer* 
enco in Madrid at the aame time, and 
rather significantly, the theme there 
was, "Toe freedom of the press." 
Attending this meeting was the man* 
aging director of BfC Radio, Ur 
Richard Francis * and be took tbe 
opporrunity to depart from his long* 
prepared speech and defend his cor* 
poration’s pomiion. Re told the SOO* 
strong asaenbily that he had no reply 
to what Un Thatcher and Mr'Pyn Md 
said in tha Gomaom. *We havt no 
usk force in ()»e Souib Atlantic And 
the BBC has no role to boon the 
morale of British troops or raliy the 
British people around the flag.* he 
said. Ha went on; "Our job U...to 
provide tha most reliable account of 
confusing and worrying events, both 
for the troops themselvet and their 
famines, the country at larga and for 
the rest of the worid...to suppress 
Argentine pictures for fear of appear* 
ing uopacnotic would be ignoble at the 
least. The widow of Portsmouth is no 
different from the widow of Buenos 
Aires. Tbe BBC needs no lessons in 

S ttriotism, (ruth is the best propagan* 
I. Whatever reputation the may 
have does not come from beul]| tied to 
the govemmenc's apron striop.” 

' The same day. FTN's correspondent 
aboard cba aircraft carriar, HMS 
Hermes, which is part of the British 
task forca, saat a memorinduD to his 
editor in which be complained that tbe 
imaistry of defence had refused per* 
misiion for tbe satellite transmission 
of film, although this is technically 


peasiHe. He also stated: "Bad news 
stories are strictly embargoed., ior e)o 
ample, we were not aUom to report 
the Sheffield attack or tbe lose of the 
three sea Rarrien.” The correspww 
dene, Ur Michael Kicbolsoa, further 
mentioned that the press were not 
allowed to fils or photograph the 
Sheffield until four days after wo had 
been hiL and that ev^ si^ is cwica 
censored: by die admirtl*s siaH in the 
South Atlanbc end by tbe MOD press 
officer cm board. Con is also verted 
when it reaches the MOD in London. 
He cited another caae in his note, 
relating to that particular day. "Wa 
were told this morning by the edmir* 
al's staff aboard Hermes rbst there 
were no incidents to report over* 
night—poor visibility, and there had 
been no acavity in the sir. Minutes 
afterwards, w.e beard on the BBC 
world service, the MOD mkesmsn in 
London announci^ surface engage* 
menu off tbe FalkJands, and that tna 
task force had fired on a vaaiel.” (This 
can be compared to a personal expari* 
ence in which tbe MOD spokesman 
repeatedly insisted after one of the 
battles that there were no casualties. 
Bur about an hour isttr, an informa* 
tion sheet went up on the notice board 
at tha prees canrra contradicting tha 
earlier assertion.) 

Tbe crux of the matter is that Britain 
has bungled the media aspect of the 
"undeclared war" in the Falklands, 
and to a ceruis extent, lost the prop* 
aganda tussle. Tha British minisiry of 
defence hes been'tardy about parting 
with facts, and this hailed to disbelief, 
and resultant anti^publidcy. On the 
other hand, the Argentines neve quite 
readily cooperated vriih the British 
media stationed in Buneos Aires, and 
though some of their films have given 
the mstinct impression of having been 
shot before any action took place 
(when for txam^ they were trying to 
rove that Britira bombardment of the 
alklends hes caused no tangible dam* 
age), quite a few paopH in Mtain and 
many elsewhere have bought these 
stories. 

However, there is no locus standi far 
the hysterical reaction of tha right* 
wing MPs. who by embarking on such 
a response, have virtually let the cat 
out ot the bag—chat all this talk about 
democracy and liberty for the press is 
sunply belderda^ wKen it comes to 
tbe crunch. In fact, tha ebaiman of 
the BBC. Mr George Howard, and the 
directOT'ianeral designate, hfr Alistair 
MUne, were summoned to the houses 
of Piriiaaent to be grilled and, in* 
deed, treated to ratbitf intemperate 
language by tbe MPs, one of whom 
remarked: "The bloody lot should be 
sadc^. * There was unbridled anger at 
the Panorama programme, and espe* 
ciaDy the inclusion in it of an inter* 
view vrith the Argentine Ambassador 
to the United Nations, Senor Jorge 
Henera Vegas. 

Amox^ other objections, the MPs 
saw no justification for any interviews 
with spokfiman for tha Argentine gov* 
eniment. Indeed, tbe mood became so 
volatUa that there was even a suggss* 


TV craw ilia tho HMS Feariess 


•ray to fib# folkJaods 













Announcing 
three new 
remedies for 
Calcutta's 
acute arterial 


On 31st Marche CMDA 
Inaugurated a me|Dr Flyover 
for feat movinf vehicles over 
India's buileetv most 
crowded fSihray station- 
Seaidan This, project la 
designed to provide Calcutta 
with an impMtani ''double" 
artery. It wHl allow the 
smooth flow of thousands of 
vehicles from one end to 
another; Ifa three 
underps a aee will enable 
lakhs of pedestrians to cross 
to the other side In time to 
catch thair trains; tha ground 
level iar>es are now reserved 
only for slow-moving traffic 
like handcarts and rickshaws, 
as long as we have themi 
On 15th April. 1963. CMDA 
Inaugurated Caicutta'a lirst 
Express ^paas. A broad, 
beautiful Ring Road which 
will not only provide an 
important link to the new 
townships coming up in East 
Calcutta and 8aishnabghata— 
Patuil. but will also be a 
catalyst for the development of 
other virgin areas. In terms of 
communication facility, this 
Eastern Metropolitan Bypass 
will connect the North of 
Calcutta wllh the East and 
South, completely bypassing 
the overcrowded sactlona or 
the city. 

Since the Metropolis is not 
the Calcutta cltv alone, there 
is something for Kalyam 
also—the Barrackpore- 
Kalyam Expressway, 
commissioned on 3rd May. 
1962 , 

Yes. these are the three new 
decongestants specially 
prepared to give the 
traveling public of tha 
Caibiitu Metropolis, fast 
reNM. ; 


f 




4''^ BBC ^ould oot operan 

H.*e oi aovemmeni 'roniroi-HUiQ 
(. t wkifti the ttniisn aatm r<i ue the 
iii - ^ipT'*'iCTacs,* ano '>om ** 
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from the Smjih Atlaanc-<oiueque&t 
to ibe request vw fonrard by rbe BBC, 
JTN as well aa ihc pnmeu media. Of 
<’ourae, that may not dispej the under* 
! ranoable ur^c on of hum me 

etemeots to earn 4iUt aise 
iTGpagar.ua. tut at east \t 1*4111 cro- 

• uit :he ediinrs ^eewa* ;o assess 
rhintt better A ronc»usion nne i;an 
teaiM -s perhaps that me hntisA kov* 
•"'rimenr is «iifhOs laitieo ov 
t>eveiopittencs-^T <*iear»« 'nd nor «•»* 
uect ne resistence t nas •f*me * 1 ^ 
aaajnsi 1he Arxentiite *«>rei|fi* ininj«' 

• ►r Mr hiicannr Mennes' pr*»- 

''*rtJon mat rne ^'alkiarws '«’ni le* 
*B'*tatn Vietnam'* may nci «>jtiinaie 

>n*ar ifuii Hut rhe vacr 'oar Britain 
A.it r>e nafo put in 'imi m rpiiuary 
«(nution 1$ hecomiAX more ov«oent ni' 
tn* uay. 

Ishn f(a« 


British army units 
being trained in Africa 


*. ''*ri ‘ r<e 'oui i.si .,>* jU 

I »i *rtcan .lovcal 

jen » hou^an*.' r ''isi- 
' »en‘ H I' HI ;h ' • t 

< •;*} •••' *vMici. kii^ he 

« «•*!. s <ini 1<» 

s ‘'S' nipiiiK • ' *a* 

i>ir .It rxs n * .il'* 

• ■ t' i>rtf 

uriO em 'n xac * 

•• Vfs H* ,jRCO V**' s •*>. 0* 
>. i .**nvn»' *€ViSfurH'*w 
« ' 'rra* *nto Nairoi<. * ueht* 

.' * >n inert 'Streets a*-; Jt 4«ns 
-iv* iimi*e< Briton* 

A ionnau diaarer >' Mimsts 

'• liar iHihhomie ot i<*'nnar? 

o ven in inuti rney sfanv ou: 
r',er8>..n r» i% case, moip.hi % o' 

• < Ik’ '< c«i(e bpecia. Air i<o ' ice 

'his IS the nme of vea** .vneo 
*>*<i*i ill these meni aie «roua'it to 
^ ur niense rainnie ■‘’‘ok* 

I' ■ 'rt 

iisr t^v, montn^. cneRioin s ot 
. aciv anil <errni*si orfiaiJivision 
, ov* uenn MtiMivinK .'rnm N'airroi’s 
?*, iijOTi .tiroori ’uev .|jsr 
I" 'edvavei' sea> aniitnij eaert near 
* < • iiaHca! cit* os M4*nti>a«a woere the 
»’ei*. Stare'* '»imtarv has b^ en niven 
’AV er* >n%v an«j retueUing Fac'htiei* by 
r' •h*v«mmeni <it Preuder. Uaruel 
ii Moi I’Hey climb the rrea<:herous 

Kenva. Tbe ruemher.*' mj ibe 
Save been asauiting Mr Moi's 
(rf: 't'lnhieni 4- wei^-mey 'tar*; eone 
>v :nn<i iv»td KenvA .* ant ooa*:hing 
: .' r'lia* M*uAi i>e ennsranti' rieiiant 
* !•% 'lie *mi/i«uiu*ai JaughMr 

sti.i iHMs Jii uiegaity or eicphara 
ri>eiv 'yen' oims and rinno*;eroa 
oi ‘heir reporieoi* aphr^Mi tKa* 
*jorn». 

The Amyen doeeniB«m 1 * 

^>diD•dMlbM about ^ 



i4raf !Wu. fteijMag Bnraiir.' 


ti>e SAS udit riui as it ts fairly secre 
’ire aouut how many other Hntish 
uniitarv personnel come *«. Kenvj 
each year for special 'hardship** ?nin* 
•ng According ro weil'Oiaceo Kenvan 
Western diptomacs oere. abour 
.our or lire British army uettaiion^ 
I ram in Keava each vg|r. with eac«i 
hanalion consisting of up ro ^00 men. 
Iliey go up 10 Kanyukr and rhe Mpua; 
Kenya area woere ihev praciiae lung* 
Jefi^iing, helicoptei rescues and 
rock-ciimmag, along witr survjva< 
techfiiques tn thick tromcai nusn 
The presence cu these British troopA 
acKl imits in Kenya, wmch ootaineo 
independence fram Brnain ip IBBi 
underscores the ^eciailv close rHa* 
nonsbip that cha two countries eniov 
It is a relaiionship ibat rs lomparable 
to that b et w een France and its pnse 
former CDiosy la West Atnca, the 
Ivors* Coasu Britain has poured 
neaj^v • biilioii doHars lo aid lOto 
Kmivo over tile last 19 veae* 1'here 
o'w iO.OOO Bniotu iiviog *9 lAu coun- 
rrv- tvioe as rntAy as ihere were m 
mdipsiiifwice. Wridab coaipantei do 


I «9 ^ P 


good business hare, Kenya imports 
onmaiilv Bntitff automobiles, ^itish 
Airwavs. bniam's tiaaship carrier^ 
^iies from Nairobi to London daily 
Hr'taiD *s not nniy Kenya's big^st 
•nu,g**er i>u( ^»so .is largest trying 
i<«nner. in 1990 cne last year tor 
«vi ich figures are i^tticially available, 
luia. hilaterai trade oetween the two 
'puncfies aoiouniec tn S 1.3 billion— 
Mf: nrrease m *> oer cent over 1979 
Npova ’t Britain « argesi marKel in 
•lack Atnca *1 not ust Bririeh car^o 
*>anp*, iiiat ano rpgiusrlv at Nairobi’s 
•praMring commei citfi airport, the 
•nnvaiia international Airport The 
p**ti»n HnvAi %ir i-nrce vomes here 
(eqiipni.v oringing man and*supplies 
or *si;arever f<r*rksh torce there is m 
'.ems \nofiier British miUterv ore 
p* o ,<p*’ced O' the more or Jess 

I' ,♦ i f* « pr Koval 

I. I * - 'irhasi, ''here ote 

• k«*e v»ji rnc WarlKjur. 

* • 1 •• i*. oiii jiatromng 


, f ^ r* * I 


> * •'* V * * hr4ti8)< military 

» ' '•T\rs * on* 

. <* ' >* HiTeemeni i*p«wc«n 

^ Hritair rails lor Hti' briri'<h 

• '' . ••*nah ,nv'* vpi. in a «'riniine« otf* 
*. iM «(Minaiec U>r .rui m 
H* ;< S .»*»> •»'4r rf Kenyan « 0 UKe 
r « . *• *>Tice<i a Bnrish m>i 

« ) ' • ciuon erm or 


‘Mavir '' imeT^Oip *v** p hruinn arm* 
’neineef •negro hii osiaii 11 i^e aw 

o ,ne Spw -^or'Kia 'iignit iiik* ner** Hr 
W4N MrrPHiHi ami *i*eo *n h jcN'ai romt 
'' Sioroni Hei auve 'he Moi aiimi* 
•Htretior ape *nm nmisK Hif*’ i nm* 
fo.ssjon are Mg*'' inortl abmi* mr Hru* 
S'- AM*«ur* fi' senic 'i hen^a »irfe 
' ue>*ta 4 •’t’oniidr'spir ^C'.'cuia'um 


ueiiiny M*e ^I'vuoatiun r?<ar iipn aps 
Hntio vBi*' 'letr irrm some v*ie 


' «tn ,«iitKVk* I’ >raei n me even' **»•**«• 
*, i*nie<i * mp' u ; f*.CMgl map 
-I' ure lepuri^ u, .^jgiitmgs 'it Hr*usr 
•im* .'lucfeaip'engs—i.J which •nei'e 
*1 • M«uj*tii< ,«(uui-4 kO $n Keriva '[‘t 

* la* *'*'*• »sr leenJiion v *!<* •«r>. 
I* * «« .iH* mg. rieri* 'n<* Aeiivai 
»fin» . MeSNev.i'* ;K ' M kei*. jiiks 
. a.ve,i»ing U iie HmUOn-haseo *ntrr 
*aiiinid instiruip .ot HtaieaK hiv 
,ivs 

l.rre 'ia? a.so n-*rf> some* ‘epor*r< 
rcMiei i>*'?w*rer .s 'ing Kritiso offu 
rrs Hnt. Kenyan ni«>iiar> persunrie 
*ver *ne question nt mutua* assisraiico 
*n 'raining. Western dioiomacs iiere 
set tngt itip Kenyans «,omoMin mat 
(lesuite ine niiaiera' miJitarv unur^ 
standing iKai ini.Kioes a provision tor 
Irtish nelo in 'taming kenvan troths, 
tnere ls wrv iiciir of this, a Bnitsn 
High Comtni«sirm ntficiai nerv Nav*^ 
privaieiv tnar although «if hnnsh 
armv exercises in Kenya are mtendeu 
to he loint exercises with rhe Kenvan 
army it «areiy wores out that wav 
Moreover there are also persisieni 
reports 01 allegations hy senior Ke¬ 
nvan miliiary utficiAis that some Bnt 
lah officers have engaged in tne highlv 
lucrative tniiineu *4 sailing au'nna* 
rive speres >in tne side, an activity ibat 
prevumablv is jUggal for »hem 
K«My B Uupte 

» i 



For the smoothest ride (A'er. 
All you do is steei' 
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The first'€ver wheelers introduced in 
India. Now in the wkiest-ever ranee 
VIP Oassk & Tra^rte Easy- 
Wheelers. Eleven suitcases, all kt sizes of 
convenierKe; from 24 to 30. Including the 
largest you can get... to hold20% more 
than any other. in a prke rarw of 
Rs. 5QS to Rs. m # inclusive 

More! Eveiy easy-Wh p gfcr Comes in 
6 glorbus colours diat would pM any self- 
respecting rainbow to shame. 
TugabntltMMe that 


easy. Because the four detachable castor 
whms have been specially designed to 
fuTKtion in top gear. Always. And thafs 
why you can iIk therri good and proper 
whm your luggilge goes with you. F^lf 
them off when It do^'t. All so easily! 

So come end look up Irxliafs larges 
rjme of wheeled today. Md keep your 
NWe finger frg#/:. to steer away an Easy* 
!Mieeler or twa 


Anywhfi fci WPM 




Blow Plast Ltd 

V I P House 

P«4bh«d«v«. BomKiv 400 02S 


Caaimi Atit ftp'll 





1 ( i« |JK« lAe last «tiemp> 
by a lasr lading Ir 
order lo iry aod Keep airoa! 
tnthe mercueM c«UiU<m<< 
worlo. Aravin Mr«c/>o/ lauo 
rned bi^ very lu*$« prouuc 
tion veitturo. .>V 
?*>'aarj l( i« (n Dean amb^ 
Clou'S iiim to oe saoi m •tn<\ 
arvurid Hollvwooil Bocii 
Kejtna.witn tvnom n*- vu 

Mar*'’0 in mat Air cuo 
^airan Bhaww. and Hven* 
Kirv nav*- acreeii to wurlt 
t hi> 11 ini r M be 1 0 a colieaeuc 
Navin N brotiier Kravjn iv .< 
direct ihi<Tiim whicu unne 
cunatecv. till todav. <im» no 
Kvne lievvrul ibr UuncAim. 
MMC Bat Navin isnovrtul 
nt optimism ''1 ho ftloi wil . 
Irs'inadr. I am contioem O' 

It There are Mime nafsiev 
hut tAev will Ae over tome 
Besides nv career loo ii 
LieA;(iinjaK to look uu arm 
then: ale KoiAil III lie sum* 
DiK hims soTMi ’* haviri rle 
cUrvs Hi» aMuraiice is m< 
deed louchiAf 


ga—ai St pmr with M9ft 

(C T wdl do aArthiAfi fte 
4 /eenar.” says iWimun 
Chaicraram* Stt does ■ host 
dt other at lot». who u e 

K injt aJlour CO help Zeenie 
bv produce her hr^t Kin 
<fi fiin ^eenai, of courae, 
will be (he heroiee and 
)ud^ngfron cbe way (taiiigs 
are Wing planned, almoat 
aU the leeding actors m the 
country arc loahini gudai 
appearances. Zdeoat hea yot 
to dacide on a <Urecw, Wt 
It is Ming (o be one frooi Che 
new Dr e ed of Arcctors. tin- 
like most nariiwbo rtini 
producers whgQ they figd 
pound sUroiof irov widdr 
rheir feet. spram a 


>uresn Oheroj. jerscrona 


H as vuccc&s g<ine to 
>u/vsii Ol^rsi's need* 
^Dplr iR (he fiimwoiid 
wonder. He nas already 
ihiughf ms first imponed 
• ar, Is signing one new fUjn 
every 'woday^ and leading 
n irulv leiset life. Hu over 
night success Msenu tu have 
surprised everyone-^nd 
not the least himself. Also, 
ihcse days Suresh is den an 
ding hit price and getting it. 
Jeatouty IS already begin* 
Aing to rear in he^ and 
hamhil tosaip will aoon be* 
fin. But uat is xhM way of 


]3aaiAiu aging fasi. It 
X\ seems just like yester¬ 
day w hen Raakhi was the 
young girl, ninn mg arouDd 
trees la fitas like olmr- 
miJee. Today. iUakhi b 

C l aying motner, aocber*ifi 
iw and aoaeiiAes aveo the 
uxcy'yMir-old Amtmts mo 

who vgra ottce bccM dl 


amra gerirneount 

Om/r. 1 4*xciira She wilt 
n«’ piavinK me itxc ii 

l>un ■ 

uru t)^r<t i<iini.i Ihr 
^l|ll« WIlS tin i<H'«l 

< K^ris III i^iueru^ tslun 

Narguspen* ihi'Ust month'- 
»r tir* iir» .sum) luinsvir l)4^ 

I s«' I'll!' m III < ti 'I sriii(>« 
in^vuik. ^ii>' ^'•»"«ri 
«*' s turn .s/iarir? 

ani Aiia'tn H'lhwhul'Mii 
vo/fiM« ndkihs: denui as 

<iti arto* ^riiHXijiK ••eem-* ii« 
iiirii' Min iiac 

eiM- IS ill: t'ts 

rtfmyt' worKiiii; wiir IH*' 

^'Ari'ina . n(<« eiiviKv ni 

**nriiustasn« .iw^r^s t.. 

Mif'B >< «*nsoiuivjv utio* 
ueveaoie ’ lavs Anuta 


G ood times are here ar 
Usi.ior DhjfOiendf4i 
AU hrs astrofogeri- and ne 
nas quite a rew of inem 
nave predicted a verv Drighi 
I urure Su orooucers wn 
had blue tooo wtrn Dnaram 
HI r* now ^locking tu him and 
signing Aim up lot new und 
c nalJeiiKink rules O'ahmi* 
MU first liini evei iiiwnnii 
fie piays a double role < 
abou* u* he reJeasen m 
(ide n r al 11 Kama/anas.r * 
piav>*d tlitMoie ui tn*' lamu 
• ei»i«ui lit try* too- 

Oha/am aood rises ar is* 


is tierce om 

(Wfujori oei wer 11 /^adsmi 
ariri r<«i« Hu wave i 
wneii u comes to a mailer vt 
chuice the whole tndusir' 
tfijit's lor Katt She nas A* 
naiiK sips Ji*ou* tsing a sta^ 
and ts ver (uClean proo 
lems'or tier ^miducers In 
ne*'eten'bims gacuChar , 
Ttiv ^•SbauacenantUShaan 

vamar* s Avaasa. Hati na^ 

emerged as a very goorl a< j 
tresi Ar the momeni. the j 
going hxihkgood tor this girl . 
from rne vmdi and (nere iv 
DO going oeck los bei I 


',jp.' Sfafnew* ae'armiien 


siT am sure rti niiue i 
Xrn^ iuD ' saui v<>' n 
arnivman runieC'acioi ,.'a** 
fafAMarhews theartibei* 
wapiHiii resigned irom ni> 
iob IP thr armv anti wen 
Hbnni kriiK’kingun riruoci. 

oikaa At Jasr o«i 
-•iMfiied and t'apr si 
Macnewvhakntaue.Us * 

*>01 M< v.^iuJina Kijms • hs^. 
niHiJ The captain said *i 
was nnr tji ttu* ai ring ous 
nessro' money ur iam*.* " 
simpiv iuve acting i>uvn*« 
anuw 1 ca n sinit r no * '* sa 11 
rn<« 

L iiHtufe nas tour seaiwie 
Pined lan Sadasn 
rwu f^erKidicauy Ais hie > 
divided into (he t'eiuau fuiM 
pnase and the ramii fihi* 

onast H* ousies mmseh 

wilt* leiugij (iiRix durim, 

Che TeiuKii nnaae and aff**i 
coRipieung a ser of film' 
nopsontiifne l amii pnasr* 
At me mument ne has >ufi* 

< entered ms Telugu season. 

ee/wis determined nor 
'til let the birth of he* 
child puf on end TO he* 
career .So, the delivery 
ovei. she IS bac k with a 
vengeance. Nor only does 
she want to be in filins 
a^in, but she wants to 
elbow her way into the gla* 
(hour rolet. Let us hope the 
ambitious lady has her way 
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By AMflITLAL 



Mm (II ifit-H 
It • wy tortunitt mtk kt 
,thoti Jn lovt: yourdMirwwi 
,N fuMM. C ofmr^ jrour 
»•n•ro4l ifld r«$ourcM. 
ThoM m M<v4c« or omlnort «i r«v« € 
wook of otMdy, oeoiiloniiy. npu proQ- 
fMt. Mmy of you iMQhl piin Mugh •> 
tf W dod lOQiey or tfuouQh Murtnoo 
poNdoo. On thi dowwtt c front, your roooni 
troubloo wlKwon orri. Iiii Mm: i. 4«nd 

S. UHlty Mtkm: 3, o M o 

MmSik SOUthVMOf. 



TAUflUt (11 1111^14 AM) 
Sporttmon. tMo WMk It piri* 
cultrty ftvourtbfo for you. 
^ Ttko ptrfln to many oem^ 


Uoro at you etn and many of 
you will oat prUaa and raooonnon. Thara it 
a lot of aMntura m dora for many of you. 
Butinatamart wll do vary wad. 6ui B>ay ara 
adviaad to axamina documaraa caroMy 
bafora ooing ahaad with daafa of any kind. A 
laflar from a diatant ptaca wM bring dM good 
ddlnga. Young paepla. iry to fitfan to your 
atoara (MMai: 2.3ind4.uilf Mtoaii; 
1. S and 9. f awwaWa dMtoar Nprthaaai. 



«DMI (II 4aaa-14 4afy) tmb 
la a vary good waaA for tftoaa 
waratog to gat rnamad. Qo 
ahaad wtm mbrriaga nagoiM- 
Bona. Thia ft afte a vary 
fivourabla walk for ihoaa in lova Financfaf 
problama hava baart dogging many of you. 
but thara It no cauta for worry. Your bad 
dmaa w« ar>d aoon. parhapa in a cottofa of 
waakt. Your homa bom w« ba 

happy. Thotafn tarvlea ihouidba raady to 
mova out ti ihort nobca. Qaal latoa: 30.3i 
ind4. Lacfc|i«inlan:2.6and9.NmnMt 
6tat. 



(II My^14 laiMl) 

You migN not gain flnanoady 
tola waak. but do not gat Oto' 
haananad. On tha whoia. 
tpan from mir>or nagging 
problama. lh« waak ihoufd ba a vary 
pfaatant and fruitful or* Priandt and raia- 
bvat will tparto a tot of bma ««h you ovar tha 
waakand. Lattaro wM bring good 
Thoaa of you who hava baan 
taking mattora to court, hava paMpca. Do to 
iftor a faw waakt. 0aa4lato«3i,f 
3. iMkv Mailifi . 1 . 6 tnd.a. 
dkadtoc Warn. 


and 



LIO <11 AitoMl*14 
Atowugh tmt waak will oa a 
'vary plaaaant and Hvaly ona K 
ml^ not ba lucky lor thoaa 
linvoivad wtto lagal manart. 
Howavar. do not gat diaoouragad. Taka 
nra of toa haatoi of a famala raittlva. 
Thoaa In tarvlea. your good wcrk wii ba 
rocognlaad and by toa and of toa waak you 
might gain a prornotton. A thort )oimy wi 
Hg^ your mood. Olid ditoi: 30, i and 3. 
Mfey Mtobm: 13 and 9. 

Ngrih. 



WOOQdIttgtotobM 14bcto- 

lif) Thit It going to bat vary 
ham waak for you. Howavar. 
do not want your mor>ay on 
piaaaura or antartammant. 
You mignt faea a lot of Ananoai probiarr« 
ouki aoon. Do net try to kaap your fnartot' 
OOmparty by gamblng wkh ttom Ba vary 
catdtoua toto'waak to your daatnga with 
araryona Thoaa of you vtoe hava baan 
plan^ enangat in your carar poatpcna 
toa dacMon for a whNa. Foftow your hum 
chat. Oaal iitot: 1 .3 and 5 UMy MtobofT 
4. 9 M 9. ra vitoMt tofwMi: Horto wa tf. 



MO Try to dtoay t» important 
d a cl aona ihit waak. Mtoca no 
cftongat to your plant. UfM tor 
•oma mom tma baton ptong- 
tog ahaad. Bawara of da ca paon and ba on 
your guard agatotl any tflamptt by friandt 
to dacawi you Stalar pcri to iti thow a 
hacbc w u hand. A word to advica do not 
atrito your eair or gat workod up about tot 
probto^ you tff nowj a ong. T 1 ^ tra to t 
mmor rtabiri and Ml toon pata Btad ittot; 
1. 3 and S latoy aantom 4. S 9 

North M Watt. 



ICOftnO (IbHawaMr 14 Dt- 
e trMar) Thoaa m buanast 
should htton to toa advica to 
todar colaaguat Bacarakil m 
your dtaangi lAh your part 
nan: taa that you do not totpiatst tham. 
Try to pay aflaninn to mmuta busmats 
daiails. Jhote m tova or w u tvng to fal m 
lova. toit a not a vary good waak tor 
romanca. Tha and to lha waak may bnng a 
Qlaaatnt aurpnaa. ft might ba m toa torm to t 
long loat fnand or ralakva 8aa9 Mi: 30. 3 
and S. LkM MtoMn. 1. Sand 9. Favaaratoc 

Soutowaai 



PJS} 


UflfnAMUt <11 OtMtoMf-* 
14 Jaavaryf A baautoto t>aw 
thandahip wHh t paraon of tha 
lOPpoaM tai la toracaat for 
'you. TIM waak Chan wHI ba a 
vary ptoaaant and ivaiy ona. Howavar. toara 
mt^ ba financial probtoma and you mighi 
hava to draw on y^ hard-aamad aavtnga. 
Bui toara It no naad to worry. Thoat of you 
who ara having probtoma with lagal auHi. 
ton II not tha oppodurto momant to puraua 
tham Baal datoa: i. 4 and 6. Loafcy aaatoait: 
3, 9 and 9. FmarMla dfraMaa: Eaai, 



CAtoUCOHN (19 JiNan^ll 
Fafetiary) At laat you wW gat 
lha opportunity to rapay aK 
your oulttanding dabtt. 
Buiiniaaman. ona big oppor* 
tunny «M coma your way Chii 'waak ao go 
ahaad and grab H. Thoaa of you who ara 
unamployad may ba haipad by frlar>dt. 
Many to you may hava to undartaka ■ thod 
)oumay which win prova banaficMi. Taka 
good cara of your haaHh at waH ai mat of 
your tamPy. * Baal 9M: 30, 31 and >1. 
latky aambtri: 4, S and 9. FiMarilla iitai- 
Wato. 



ABUABIUI (II Ftlmanf^ll 
Hmli} Tha and el tha waak 
may bring a plaatani turpnta. 
Thota in tarvtoa, iry not lo 
ditp'aata your amployar. 
Buamattman. pay tttamion to tha amilltil 
dataito In butmaat daali if you hava baan 
riavmg prdbla mt iry to go out of your way to 
saak advica from frtonda and raiativat 
to you art n lova but th« to not tha waak 
whan you should proeaad with mamaga 
nagtowhona. 6talPator31.2 

and3. latky Mntotn:4. Sand 9 FavavraMi 
Ifractlaa: North. 




1 ^^ 


9I9CU (19 Mireb^M AprH) 
vaiuabto naw inandthtot ara 
foracasi this waak. Th^ wlK 
prova vary oanaficial to yoif m 
toa near luiura. A small pur* 


nay rmghi char^gt yoip ptans suddaniy Your 
boundless anargy and amcxtion will rasull to 
a promoiion wiihin a coupla o1 monihs But 
try f>ot to overdlra^n yoursetl by OvanvorHtng. 
A secret metier to Ihe heart will progress 
well Socieity you will be m graal demarKf 
during me weekend Qm 4 lltoi; 31. 4 and S 
Utoy AsiaMit. 3.4 and 8 FavaurabN dins- 
nan: Sovtn. 


hf IMM Mn MMtM II May bM 14 Mr Tauraant va utuaiy 

aimpia and cfaan. Ai a raauN moat of you bakavt twaiyona. Thto CM 1 


Mm iltoof haadbraak andtonaton. bjHauaayou afltotonbaiat 
Bonn. Many to you wM do wol 4 ye6 ukaiup Mma buamaM vanCuroa 
•to bk|totoB.,M ypuTkl rtol ba Ibfa to Mvt mcnay from what you 

Mka yte ipand menay. 

Ml «• M w Btod. BioMi war 



cauaa a tot to probtoma for you. If you ara lha eidast mamber to lha 
lamrfy prafibra youriaH to ba shocked by lha aciivittos to younger 
brother s . Tfm. detpiia the faci mat your momar it t sinct 
toactoknanan. Thoaa of ycu above 35 years to age be abto lo get 
(he house v>d car you hava bean dratming about for t tong uma 
This oeming year wB sat rnany of you going out on foratgn 
toura—aiihar tor butinass or puraly for ptoatura. 
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^tstime 


tiinevou 

goodG^ 


said 


to i^tbetic flavours, 
sweeteners. 

vitamin tablets.tonics 
and pick-me-ups 
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Juice conci 


[/ The Apple 

/ Netgre'9 

bounty of 
protdni, 
dno mlixereH. 

AU together, in « 
tasty 
terr^tion. 

r'savtatdMi 


Tbe 900 9 m. bottle oT 
HPMC 7 ir> 1 Apple Ajicc Concentrate. 
It nwiiei 7 botMs, or 97 planes, 
of pure apple Juice. 

At about ite. 1 per ^ast, It's a tasty bersaln. 
It IS so easy to mafce 

Just ado chHed water, and it's ready 
you doo't even need to add lusar 

It's so easy to store too Jus redcap your 
botOe of conccneatc and store 
ce dmarfy. it docs not need refriscratlpn. 


A deicious ^as of p»Mt apple Juice. Beady In seconds. 
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V 
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1 . Pour comaninss Ma a Mae 
2 AM S« part# al ehSad walar 
and aOr. TTwI'a aa H lakaal 
Wota: 

Only milta aa many 
^nll ^Miaa m you naad. 

■U Do net dHuta ina 
aniira batoa a( 
eoneantraia. 


"MACHAuMfcOKH . 

«sTicuiTua*a «or>iXi « 

•NOriOCISSl HC COBBOA*1 lOn 110 • 

U^Wir4UlNt^NO ^ 












li/e. Sb« hvwtwer drinks • lot of tec 


wiuoot milk—over four litres a day— Wllfllflli 
(rfren substiluting jaddery for sugar. 

Verifying tier statement, the SMrpanth CjflffflfilBfll 
of her vUlage. Prakashrao Jadhav, said 
that to his knowledge, Cluturbai had 

not suffered even a minor illness all I am a frail woman, but I do not 
through her life—ffmdusran Times (M. '•hy BJP and Marxist 

N. Aram, Aligarh) leaders are after me...l do not know 

uvnofiAVAn ^ < i j* against them. All 

HYDERABAD Two persons, including (hal 1 want is to serve the country— 
the pnncipaJ of a government junior Indira Gandhi 

college in Narsapur. nave been arrested , v 

for selling question papers of the in- {whether he (Bhajan 
termediate examination. Andhra accompanying me ur 1 am 

Pradesh educaiion minister K. Kesava accompanving him—Rajiv Gandhi. 
Rao said today r$ MayJ Mr Ran told election tour 

newsmen that (he principal had been Tragically, we can’t have foreign 

suspended. He said both the peivms collahoralinn to improve this breed 

were arresr^ when they were found riif politicians) altUugh we have 

responsible for veiling the question oap* • sraned acvcpting foreign money for 
ers and vim a of it were found m their I political purposes—Pi foo Mody 
possession—Hfnausran Tunes r Arumma ... ... 

Mohanty. Kanpur) mothcr-m law has always been 

my moiherin law and respected as 
PALAMPUR; More than SOO young pine such Vnfortunately in the last few 

trees were allegedly felled by (he PWD mon(hv, she has decided (hat her 

in (he Bandia forest, near here, to erect role towards me is that of $ Prime 

fences for Prime Minister Indira Gan* Minister and Oingressfl) president 

dhi*s public meeting here yesierday rather than a motnerln-law—Man- 
May). It IS said that rules and regula* oka Gandhi in an interview with 

tions were flouted in cutting the trees. Inditit Ex/rress magazine 

Reliable sources place the cost of this „ ^ . ..... 

illicit felling at Rs I lakh More than Rs ” (ln*UT% Gandhi) cannot man- 
S lakhs were spent on the Prime Minis disputes, how 

ter’s visit to this iown-/ndian Express h***' manage the rountry- 
(Vir Bala Aggarwal, Patiala) Promod Davgupta in an interview 

-«o— Currenr 

TlRUPATl: Water has been tapped at ,. j ^ . 

the Sri Venkateswara University here doubt that the view of 

using the ancient Hindu method de* Bahueuna wiU he the victory of all 
scribed in Varahamiraha's -Brihat J"® believe in high traditions of 
Samhita.* The natural resources de- socialism and secular- 

velooment project of the university JagJivan Ram 

which was entrusted with the Wsk of Wccanheproudofcommunal amity in 
augmenting water supply at the uni- ^ur state-V. P. Singh quoted m Cur 
varsity, has claimed to have located the ^ ^ 

well site after surveying 450 hectares on 

(he basis ^ "Brihat S^hita's ground It was precisely because the (Falk- 
water indicators.* Various types of '*ar had seemed so playful 

vegetation, their morphological and initially that it soemed so dreadful 
phystological leatum, temite mounds now— Time 
■ad colour of rocks tod soils have been 
dcaefibed in the Sunhiia as surface 
indicators to locate ground water re¬ 
sources occurring at depths varying 
from (wo and a half metres to as much 
as 2J2 metres in arid and semi arid 
regiotu—Tunas oi Indis (Usha Jain, 

New Delhi) 

NEW DELHIt The Supreme Court came 
down heavily on the Haayana govern¬ 
ment on TueMay and said that it almost 
felt '^■shamed*' of the conduct of the 
government which contested the 
meagre compensation awarded to a 
vddow, Minri Devi. Her husband was 
run over by a government vehicle, 
driven recklessly. ^Instead of vofunurt- 
ly offering to compensate the widow 
and other heirs, the government con- 
teued the claim for compensation on all 
sorts of grounds, one eaong which was 
chat the victim was an old man. inca^ 
able oi ea^ng anything and so his 
widow was not, entitled to any com* 
penaerion.'* Justice 0. Chinoappe Red¬ 
dy and Justice V. B. Eradi sietedin ibekr 
order—fndiaA Eapress (Sufjit. New 
Delhi) 


HYDERABAD. A wedding at the Kouts 
and guides headquarters nail here this 
morning l2 May) came to an abrupt halt 
with a youth snatching away the’ man* 
gsyaiurrsAi from the hands of the 
bridegroom and claiming the bride to be 
his own. Suruchiia Reddy (2S) grablied 
I he mangg}§surram as tbe bridegroom 
was about (o tie it and claimed that the 
girl was to be betrothed to him. Rela¬ 
tives of the girl pounced on the youth 
but could not prevent the bridegroom’s 
father and relatives from walking out in 
s huff. Th^Vciuih who is reported to 
have stayed in (he house of the bride’s 
family a few months ago was handed 
over to the police. Police are now trying 
to persuade (he father of the 
bridegroom to go through with (he mar* 
riage—fffdian Express (P. Janardhana 
Rao. Hyderabad) 

NEW DELHI: A former additional judge 
of Delhi High Court, Mr S. N. Kumar, 
yesterday (6 May) filed a suit claiming 
damages of Rs 2 lakhv from the Chief 
Justice. Mr Prakash Narain for having 
allegedly published defamatory state¬ 
ments auinst him to '"please t'he lov* 
arnment , In his suit filed in the lugb 
Court, Mr Kumir also so\^c a court 
direction chat Mr Justice Prakash Na¬ 
rain publish an apology in the national 

S ress—Sraresman (Anup Kundu. 
owrah) 

BHATINDA: Recent incidents of sec- 
rilaja of holy places in Amritsar, Patiala 
•nd^ elsewhere in Punjqb have least 
affected the traditional love and respect 
for the cow between Hindus sod Sikhs 
io rural areas. According to a report 
received here, a bull who died at village 
Behmandiwana. six km from here, 
yesterday (2 May) was cremai^ by both 
conununilies in a cradidonal way. The 
vlilagers purchased cloth for the coffin 
of the bull, wrapped its body, plac^ it 
on a cart and took it out in a processon 
in which men. women and ciuldren of 


It would he an unpardonable error to 
underestinbiie the real danger that 
comes from the imperialist forces— 
Leonid Breshnev 


I will die. but I will never allow my 
woman to work, la our country a 
woman's legitimate place is at 
home—Rajs» Khanna quoud in 
Weekend Review 

There is now some discussion whether 
(hey (Indian scientisii) are going to 
fool around with it—American space 
official on INSAT 
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WATCHES 

lcfnceseiko 

A bi3 leap In time 


Higher b«tl rate, better •ccuracy 
Like the Sedto, the Ali«>n haodwound hea a 
beat rate or2 i ,600 vfcratlona per hour. Ar>d lhat'a 
higher than sty ether watch availate In the 
country. 


k'a dma to get chooeyi ^ 

A chofce of o«« 60 modeS. Hanctwourtd, 


Automate and Quartt, In a vaheiy of dial/ease 
corrtblnaiiorta. Wttt the lateff ireernattonal 


^^*^end some time at the hAwyn watch 

aho«room.Th«iewatchec«rego4ngtet^)t4i .' ,, 
ewer.HanAdOMirW ' 

hiwyn wiKhea am manufactured urtder . ^ 

acenet bem Seiko. .Japert. 




Introducing Alluyn. The lr>dtan watch. ViMi 
Seiko technology. 

(Now Afiwyn brings into Irtdia the latest de»<gns. 
(he latest high'preciaion technotogy. From Seiko, 
Japan. 

Technology or Si^? 

AllWyn gives you the best oi both «oHds 
Beauty with precision. Degance with 
accuracy. 

Fewer pertt. greeter fellebMy 

An Allwyn watch has fewer parts. So the 
mechanism is simpler, the operebon rrwfe effl* 
cfaht and (he serviceability more convenient 


The Seiko watch you have 
always wanted is now made in India 

Allwyn. 
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KmcAW (Whli») 

T>i«f« •t'* •«* »rvMgA M ri« pfmc«i« ^ 
CAM. &M< of fteat Aom e«wid M hMv ot 
iftUkf rnan Hv q* *«i fow ^auW ««<«• tnM 
rowr lung vQlwi'«r*)r into fw e«M<*of fl>* b«<« 
H'f^ang eouitf >(• 'AM oOmm On* 9 t 
bMvii«i «f f« nA^KwiK gM •tfugK « fw 
IK* l«* 0 * f/tfmm n* • immun* 

J«/ tmmw. 

Om Moving qii«* 4 nei a* ««•« on* « 


wAtefiund. iM Ai ^m> vnf oem lalMi 9 m 
itiNhanm of toiHii** i*e«« 

M 4 a« «*eMMi M d»» UiiiM winy to tm 

EM^«f of 01* «fi*i pi*fl*a. n» •«§ n*t*( gnvn IN 
caqaAi of ^ m gmfmmof* tc»"*>o*y 

inouH tM Kri* han 

WM» lhM*c*«*c BM S*ir***n 

Wi^4»v/«t Itt) 


4 MO 

5 MUM 


401 iDMv vae Wh« 4 kMM «v • 


t MM MM1 

I bmtmp b*eA loa> 

II lAlf 


1 M04 MOD 4 MO MCn 

} MU 4 MUM 

4 M-OM MO 

4g»m40.401 ID M vae Wh« 4 kMM «v • 
Oo^hgw Blade p»* fa i* 

» .. } P>«M MM 

• MU VU-OB t MM MM1 

Ch* B IM •'tuid psiM* 9 m bmtmp b*e 4 ioa> 

I BkB NUi# 11 lAll 

H H-aS MU 

AoUwtf dMD 040U4lM*a^M«ouiatei« 
a^. bumeOM^a^ fiM4M4a.oa4i7 

II .. 11 BbCfW 

tpvmg f* r enM d BMckt «Da**i adi^Mji o* 

»* au*arTM< bur a*i«iaM would ba AM 


14 a^DUOUAHI 


Ccmnvqe PO>* 4 y «4 0 —anAg aiadi» 

ouOMida aMkUn* bu MnMiAo«*tMMtaa 

ciynpiMip bv a^fVru* 


U .. 

Soi* 

bM 


K-Om 

4 * 1 * TMtowuM niao 4 i)roaaaiH»D 4 U* 
Kd « MiOtMa an* aur* BMam M Ma 


gfluio" by Mil aiob^MMDiUowld 
ewiMr bv aonna c bM Ma 9*4 quoa* ane foob 
«# K-C6 or K-ai-4C. M ti* p*W Hm 40( v« 
wan A 

II QMI MH M Mim 

• now M 94* Mfi M *!■» <M 

wotoW atao ** auaan M a a*»aaM 
IB... M II MM MMI 

17 IMM 

MaavuiMhQ confrd of V« iMdineMl m waH. 

II »«1 HriM »M M 

H Ml MU n M) a-M 

»t M BiN 

U Uai to cohmMM^ i3i*i4ic»i*ni 

BtaKb t p*c*» III 1»Bw m wm 


UMtt O-QB D Ml MU 

Now • na* angu eiae* Uwia 0-U» 

«U« ^ WMU 

^ aci ot dtamnhon aaadi MMi id a ««ra 


>. aai# a aiu* k^d 
71 M(*ff 

a 4 *i0iad mw W ihabMe* king •rttf* 
9 mm A loui u4b«v. Ma wm wa-i* 04 a ■ 


cau^ 14 a doaaM 
aM» U41> u 
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MICHAEL 8TEAN 


Ttridae 


14» «ai4 Irom HoHand oi4*i*v Nnevd bv 44 
'"•d* Mo bad a »Urt le flr«h fn^ a 
iha Ewropaan Oiatapw o ahb *■** vbd W1iw> af 
440*1 ihav b«a» Wv ard Merway on V» imm 
dav, 9m ciimbad nray from t u Mawb 10 Mu* 
laanti row mav duMi «iav mm ia«uc*r "M>o 
gam on rhi» daU inw I* fMnsa^an maicA 
CNaiw. Ual Oui« *■ 
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QUESTIONS 

1 A corveita 1 $ An eicort vessel specially 
aesiQi>eO (O' protecting convoys agsinsi 
submarine aPacks Where Oid itm word 
OPO'f^eie ft0(n'7 

2 When was lhe period ol Ihe naughty 

Nineties’’ 

'i MapiUon, moaning 9 bulietliy <n 

r renen, 1 $ a fnodem day besiseiler But 
the word also denotes a type of arvmai 
What 1$ ii> 

4 In hunting lerminoiogy who would a 
Beptembrisl be'’ 

5 Tasrnania near Ausireiia wee disco* 
voted in 1642 Who was the discoverer’^ 
i Sound viOrahnns which ere loo rapid 
to be audible have a special M<m whai 


w<ei MaMA oeei m • 

'4*1 M <v«*h *1 four Sei 


rayrmedMeMI 
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24 
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immm M Wr » i«Mv; 4 ^^ 
bwiiQUiii TKes Ommmum 0m 
SvMd iwrU vUlOUl 4 MSMBB 
4 acMediepreMah*MiQni W 
Md 9m cemrad wm am* tTid 
:44v*d m Pour Sum*, wHch see* 


• dPW 


imicfcU 

ierwi*4D 


IS Iff 

? Who are the mhabiiants of Vatiata^ 
9 The eve Ol the lirst of May. ^cording 
to popular Germ^ supersiition u a groat 
meettfig time krtown as Waiggrgis Night. 
What happens on thai day^ * 

9 Who or wha( are Vm and Ywig'’ 
to Ben^arpin is a DiOhcal chvadfr Bivl 
one also uses the name to denote 
something else What is i? 

fi Whch organuafion has for ds mono. 
’Oo a good turn duty'^ 

1Whai IS me omar name for epidemic 
faundee’’ 

eneup t.iUM 

Mhopg u 

p|AP eiunoAt) 
t etouep 0) pesft $» piOM aui ot 

uAb piA 

aubmftuf awiuBeo si Nuba 9 (m» vto 


pesft 


tfiM. bui «Nu ud ffe m of cMMi 
the mo0m •fM c i n * 4*ou*4C* by 9m 
Oum 


dusr EAST 

4A0JSI7 4KIS 
B73 BOSS 

SB e IP I 7 4 

40164 UARJ 

Eai mrwd OiM DmiwM. IMS. ew VMt 
bu Tm HmM. ruuaarosMM* Estbid 


bu Tm HmM. ruuaargsMM* Estbid 
T«* Sam*. 4 fUdy. ru wvM’s Dff ihot*d la 


dsms EiSt M PubD CM*, •wter iMm. 4fM 
WdU 4 1V«D Spmi UpiUM Ml he MurmB 
vucmeuba TTeimeumgia CdU 10 bUM 
gb«* Th* W pr* * g»«. iwf BnMg M M e 
dub* UGCpad w hubs Spam Ttet* imy 


C. W. HIU. 
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q svagsuioojq aem uo epu setpbM B 
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puftOWJiin 0 
uauisai uoozsutr laqy g 
4 aqujaida$ z puo 2 uaaM] 
•eg sut^ 14 pauriaoo 149441* seioantui 
aoi 1 * paiedi*)iper 1 omm esotg oafs a«*M 

sisuQiueidas ^aiootfa aOpfjpid y > 
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Pill up that gap in your life! 
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BABASAHEB'S "CHANAKYA 


deft): fighting AottiJvi ind V»mtd»d» (right): obstructing Ttrpudc's tntry _ 

MAHARASHTRA chief minister wants tu teturn to the Confresstl}. should normaUy have been easy 
Bebeseheb Bhosale has acquired a However, for the ume being Mr The mam stumbling block for Mr 

"Chanakya" to deal with the Antu* Bhosale has found in him a person Tirpude is rhe AJCCd) general 

lay menace. Nasikrao Tirpude. the who can do the si raiegy planning in secretary. Mr Vasantdada Patil. 

veteran Congressman who IS now m the war against Mr Aniulay. With whu has been vetoing, from New 

the wilderness after having left Mrs the chief minister backing him. Mr Delhi, all the prcnTirpude moves 

Gandhi's party. Mr Tirpude now Tirpude’s entry into the party emanating from Bombay. _ 

APPEASING THE ELECTORATE _ IB S FRESH THEORY 

THE Congresstl} governments in means that each family in the vil* AFTER the recent Puniab riots, the 

Haryana and Himachal Pradesh leges can earn upto Rs B,000 under. Intelligence Bureau has suddenly 

announced election-eve bonanaas this bonansa. Felling trees is ban* come up with a new theory about 

almost simultaneously on 15 May, ned m Himachal and for building the origins of the miscreants, 

four days before the polling. The houses villagers are allotted trees According to the sleuths, the mis* 

Bhajan Lai government in HaryaAg ur^der the TD scheme at a nominal chief is being done by some Pakis- 

announced that the state govern- price of R$ four each. But most tanis who have alipped- into, the 

mem would procure wheat, dam* villagers sell these trees off to country from across the Border and 

aged by the recent unseasonal forest contractors, who buy the are going around in the Mrb of 

rains, at the suppon price. While trees for around Rs 1.000 each and * Sikhs and operating on b^aif of 

this was a boon to the Haryana in turn sell the timber in the plains the Dal Khalsa. To substantiate the 

farmers, in Himachal Pradesh the at rates which work put to around theory, the IB report says rhat the 

government of Thakur Ram L^l Rs 3,000 each. So. id orve stroke hijacking of the .^Indian Airlines 

announced that the villagers would Thakur Ram LalJ'has pleased the Bt^ing to Lahore Um year was 

he allowed to fell six trees per viUagen and the forest coBtractors, planned In Pakistan and till today 

family under the TD (timber Sis* who, incidcmially. are the main the hijackers of the plane are in 

tribution) scheme. This in effect political financiers in the state. Pakistan. 


SOVIETS TURN /)OWN REQUEST 


FOR the first rime the Soviet Union 
has turned down an Indian request 
for ammunition for guns supplied 
by them. When the wiet defence 
minister. Marshal Ustinov, came to 
New Delhi a few months back, India 
made a request for this ammuni* 
tion; the shortage was caused be* 
cause we have not been producing 
It in adequate quantities. The 
Soviet minisier pointed eut that aa 
thg knowhow for the ammuiutwA' 
had been passed oil to India, the 
Soviet Union eupmed India le 
meet its needs .indigenously. De¬ 


spite much pleading b^ the Indian 
officials. Marshal Usttnov did not 
make any firm commitnents. This 
unusual obduracy of the Soviets has 
surprised New Delhi. Normally 
Moscow never turns dovvn Indian 
requests in the field of mUiiary 
hardware. As the stocks ^ this 

C ticular ammunition are very 
. New Delhi is loAing far alter* 
nate source* for the eounuoition. 
toeever, a* M borti Pi Uw guns 
used ht cKe Soviet Moc erw-'Rot 
normelly used kr .Qih. the 

lekeh is going 

t e?# ^ * *1* • I 


WHV DAVY MoKEE 
LQBT OUT _ 

WHV was the contract with Davy 
McKee of UK, for the consultancy 
work of dte Nilicbal Ispet U* 
mited's plant at Paradaep, sudden¬ 
ly scrapped? According to the, 
paMvine the British firm did twe 
fulnl lu '‘coRUBirnrnu** with 
ej Paul, tbe Indian bus! 
who ecH u thar^kmafroC 
Delhi's powarp 
So» a message 
Che cootrai 

0. E . 
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Nino far thejirst time 

you am serve 1ms wide range 

of tastyfoo^ rigfU at home! 



W« h4si« to « out to Mt 
mem of iN moum-wMrinf 
foocBwelowt 

eolifft, op«fi and rloMd wawrf 
MnAidcn«. Siam 
chlckon, iht^ katabs — Uaty 
•nacki and wdd maali an 
strvad moMly In la^vy 
restaunns 

Madam kltchaa nanal 

Bui not any Now iha 
makan of HawVini pnaura 
cooMn, aftat 6 yaanol 
davaloprnanl ba ^ on hitama- 
OonaTkandiin modam ktthan 
•pfdancat, bring you a aymra 
ihM cotnbinat ihc ba»i ot ludi 
produes to Europa and 
Arnariea Indaad. ^ Twtok 
InframaPe CiilftoaBa tfuai you a 
Mlam of coottM (hat doaan'i 
tadKanywhanaSa* 
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Ta0ori*ll foa baaMtf <1 
Ttatok tnframaAc Cia*w<n 
4 cki&nd cooMtto «iftaea» — d 

roaiid wHh Duma's tton-ntdi 
TaOon.fl Poralraady. toa 
suTipTuoua snaoktyou can inva 
anyttma nead not make you o« 
yoU famfly cotfitcalorts. 
DccauM Of (ha poadbOty of 
kw'fal cooking 
lBfra*m4 faa ai^at apoad 
Tha nfta-fad awigy turns out a 
feast for yew lundy and frianck. 
In mtouM! UWi moea, ihe 
Tuoih Intamafle CuOnaOe 
syaHrii Is so ecn^aa you can 
awan usa I on your d KitoQ taUc 
CMiybodv can pto to Om fun* 
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super-fast 
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CoflM. iMta and aaa 

For tha address of iha Twtnk 
Inframabc CuAincrie 
Stockw nearest to you. 
wnta to Pressure Cookers & 
A^iances Lid, 306, Udyog 
Mar^No 2. 7 C Pltamber 
Lane. Mahan, P 0 Bor 6481, 
Bom^400026 Acinow.arxl 
lake ^Noniage of a very ^actal 
introdudoryoffet^ 

Sp«'ri*T Intfodut tc'n oH»t 

If you buy the Twink Infrairarte 
Cuistneftabetween May 1.1982 
and June 30.1962. and sand the 
cash memo and fluarantca card 
to reach m by J Jly 15.1962, we 
wtO sand back Rs. lOl.our 
special gdt to our flnt customers 
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leiectod Soldaire from tndo Soiddre R a D's nyoor 
tocompeto wffh other breakthrough in Vwon tv 

loodng titemottond brands termedtate f reguencv (VT) 

to dvf wtm In Sri Lanka it you pnstino p^rtuei - 

come ai no amxMe do® thot ever> the mrwto 
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Come for flavour ' 
Stay with taste 
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leftder< Mr Bhifan La), lo lorm the new imnieey TNe MtfM 
uceruining whether ihe Congreae^i) m feet had e eteer rne^ofty. 
Reeuft: oppoeHion rnemdert went to ihe Praeldent in proM of 
ih^e unconentutonel act of the Governor. ReiflE 
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MrBahuguna. Paai22 






ExdudvdKddip Naysr 9 
Looking QtMs 10 
Opmion 12 

Power and PoiKkefBanm Sengupls 33 
Of War and Peaoeru Gan t A. Vaa (Retd) 39 


6h4v) Laf: Tha hMckar /Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 16 


The Garhwel verdicf; Bahugime defeats Mra> Ger^/Udeyan 
Sherma 29 

Now tong cart the Kareta fvinmrt leafT/AahOk Kamaih 30 


Ma Er^Mtd teat awWlw 


mimiiMR 


How an ang in a drver became a wealthy cheat/Antta Pratap 


Why two probaOorm were diacherged/Syed Mi|aedul Hasan 40 

MP ehargad wan aaaauftAhnod Shaima 

Prance la toeing ka eokmiei grtp/Praney B. Gupie 




The World 49 
AslerU SS 
OetH Oivy 99 


VAMETY 


Khaea Beet 49 
SunOtyweak 91 
This lnd« 93 
WMhout Comment S3 
CheeefBrWgeOuu/Stemp 59 
Comic Mtp: PearHda 57 


E4fCer M. J. Akber 


trnimm aaim e^ ew ceur amtrm Tmpwi p*nfln 

aaOwllI mm liwwW- TumSMUf Glwtft Vk»M B«n«upl«. 

euwaur Hue a UfAM MtfWM<Q»r. SfAOO * JO>('' 

Ottri Otmmfttm stwbNWM* ihMuawya. Aa^i Ui>. •Aut'a Jin 
an bvinii •«»( Cy*4 am. an dm** A/niy* SHinMnwyi 


K6t^m tor AawWi a«t< hfwe* ue tr«m $ AtIwIU Swkir BirtW, 
cecwfl* Toom Sv tlgeirnyl Sov M WiMM n AnwWl Omal Pvt UM 

a.NS c IT. awwiw No VIM cotoiito raooH 
























Mora muscle for more mileage! 


Today's driving 
Doeds iougb tyres. 
And there's none 
tougher than M^F 
nylon car tyres. 
Products oi the Utest 
American 
technolog y ,MR F 
nylon car tyres have 
more muscle (or 
more mileage and 
greater safety. They 
give you more 
retreads, too. You 
can count on MRF 
for unbeatable value 
in the long run! 











Why Mrs Gandhi 
wanted Bhajan Lai 
as Haryana CM 

T he KeryAnt Assembly will cendideie for the poet (rill the eh 
decide Mr Bhejen US's tion rtiUu were out. be wes m 
fete liter this month. But tloned e» • ^ibUity bece^ 
the Hiryeni Governor, Mr Mr Bheitn LeVs bed iKnii|e>. Th^ 
C. D. Tepese, by sweiring ere Mid to heve turned in Mr B1 


T he Keryent Assembly will 
decide Mr Bhijen Lei's 
fete liter this month. But 
the Hiryeni Governor, Mr 
C. D. Tepese, by sweering 
in Mr Bh^en Lei et ^ief minister 
with Mrs <jendhi'i blessings end on 
the condition thet he prove his 
mejonty on the floor of the House 
by June end, hee sterted e weve of 
corruption end imimidetion. The 
fi|hr between rhe ruling Congres* 
s(T) end the exposition wea uneouel 
from the beginning. Centrel leeders 
on the one hend, end Mr Bhejan Lai 
and his ministers on the oth^, hid 
spreed the impression thet if their 
peny was defeated. President’s 
rule would be imposed on tbe state. 
This has had its effect, since most 
MLAs. expecting e normal term of 
five yeers, were deuntod et the 
prospect of feeing the electorate 
again^in fact few were sure of 
being elected again. 

Mr Bhejan Lai has also tried to 
make it worth their while to sup¬ 
port his leadership. Soon alter the 

K ll in May, the price quoted for an 
A was Ks five lakhs, a few days 
later it was Rs eight Ukhs and 
subsequently It rose as high as Rs 
18 lakns. Added to this are baits 
like the chairmanship of a corpora* 
tion or a public enterprise which 
can be dangled in front of a avam* 
ber. In rhe last Assembly, practical¬ 
ly every Congress(l) member had a 
guaranteed extra income through 
the munificence of Mr Bhajan Lai 
and his government. 

It was Mr Bhajan Lai's proven 
ability at this sort of game that 
made Mrs Gandhi choose him to be 
chief nauusier again. No Haryana 
Congressd) laader was in his 
favour. Rao Btrendra Sin^ minis¬ 
ter for agrlcuJrura, and Mr Daibir 
Singh, duniscar of state for pet* 
roJeuiB and chamicais, ware against 
him gnd'Mr knai Lai was himself a 


candidate for the post (rill the elec¬ 
tion reiulls were out. be was nan- 
tlonad as a possibility because of 
Mr Bhaian LaVs bad ima|e>. Things 
ara mIo to have turned in Mr Bhi* 

S j) Lei's favour when ha met Mrs 
andhi alma. And then followed a 
telephone call to Mr G. D. Tepase, 
the state Governor. He was asked to 
admimsitr the oath of office to Mr 
Bhajan Lai forthwith. Mr Tapase is 
said to have replied that he had 
already asked Mr Devi Lai to pro¬ 
duce his supporters in Raj Bhavan. 
But ha was told to obey instruc* 
lions. Mr Tapase (whose tenure 
ends in October) remembered that 
after the Janata's fall he was about 
to be dismissed but managed lo 
save his job by accepting a transfer 
from UP- 

When opposition leaders barged 
into Raj Bnavan to find out if it 
wera true that Mr Bhajan Lai, who 
at that time had only 3S Congressd) 
members on his Nst-*>the Heryana 
House hes 90 member^had been 
invited to form the govemment, Mr 
Tapase did not sey anyibing. In a 
statement od his decision to invite 
Mr Bhajan Lai to form the govern¬ 
ment, the Governor said that Mr 
Bhajan Lai's list Hbd 42 to 44 mem 
bers. But by then tbe opposition 
had 48 members. When pressmen 
ID Chandigarh needled Mr Tapase. 
on tbb issue, he took some pepers 
out of his pocket to prove his cem* 
tent ion. and among tne papers was 
a letter from the AJCC (I). Congres- 
sd) leaders like Mr Bh^war Jha 
Asad, central cninisier erf state for 
labour, and Mr C. L. Chandrakar. 
AlCCd) general secretary, made it 
clear to Hie pressmen they briefed 
on Haryane after the decision to 
install Mr Bhajan Lai, chat this was 
done because there was "too much 
at stake." In other words, dvmocra- 
tk procedures or established nonns 


art not important, the criterion U 
bow "impwtanc* it la for the Con- 
graaad) to stay in power in a par- 
Ocular state. 

This is how the country was 
pushed into the Emergency in 197S. 
At thet time Mrs Gandhi had come 
to know that certain members of 
her parry ware "conspiring** to 
throw ber out with the help of the 
opposition and ao before that hap* 
praed, she had to act quickly and 
detain without trial Congress dissi* 
dents and opposition members. 
This lime she had to forestall the 
opposition in Haryana. fn*197S she 
had men like Siddharthi Shank¬ 
ar Ray, than West Bengal chief 
minister, and Mr D. K. Barua, then 
Congress party president, to use. 
This time she has the Bhagwat Jha 
Audi and the Chandrakars to play 
that role. One Congresifl) leader 
has told me that they could not 
afford to have a non Congress gov- 
ernmant either In Haryana or 
Himachal Pradesh because this 
could have • "bad impact** on elec¬ 
tions in Andhra Pradesh. Karnata* 
ki and Delhi scheduled to be held 
in early 1989. What considerations! 
Looking back one understands why 
Mrs Gandhi's party was keen on 

C utting off (he elections in West 
engiJ and imposing Praiident's 
rule after the end of the CPM 
government's term She did not 
went to face defeat. 

All this may be a matter of 
strategy for the Congressd) but it 
relies iundemental ouestions. 
Democrecy is essentially a system 
with some defined rules. Their 
sanctity is their sanction. One has 
to respect them nor only in letter 
but $uc in spirit. The way Mr Devi 
Lei and his men behaved with Mr 
Tapase. a mere figurehead, also 
defeats that spirit. On paper ihv 
Congressd) was the single lar^st 
party in Haryana when the Gov¬ 
ernor gave it a chance to form the 

E trnment. But the BJP and the 
Dal had fought the elections as 
a ioini front. Just as the Kerala 

S ivernor preferred the Front led by 
rs Gandhi's parry to the CHI(M). 
even though the CPKM) was the 
single largest party, the Haryana 
Governor should have invited the 
Lok Dal BJP combination to form 
(he government. 

Tbe problem with some of us is 
(hat we continue to believe that one 
day Mrs Candhi is going to wake up 
and correct her ways to restore 
values and norms in the country. 
We know that (hat is the only way 
left (u retrieve the nation from the 
morass of deceit and corruption in 
which it has got stuck. And every 
lime Mrs Candhi fails we are dis¬ 
appointed and believe that »he will 
not do it next time. But where we 
probably make the mistake is that 
though she talks as a democrat, she 
IS essentially authoritarian. 






Sigmf 24 wUh ffuoride. fights tooth docsy in two wsys;it provents bscfer/a from producing 
mouth sc ids thst csuss csvitiss: snd it sctusity unitss with tooth ensmsi to mske it hsrdsr. 
mors rssistsr\t to csyitiss. ThsVs bscsuss Huorids,ths spscisi csvity^fiahtinQ ingrsdisnt. 
psrforms bsst in Signs!'s unigus formu/stion. 


Now, before /t's too fete, get Signai 2 the Cavity-fighter. 



No other toothpaste is better at fighting cavities. 
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Will Argentina remain 

champions? 


The 1962 World Cup championship will be the most exciting tournament ever in the history of 

international football, reports ASH IS PAY 





F rey Bentos, the ArAeniinc iJlMppomiea: for the first time in the than cf>rned beef or the retention of 
destroyer U sifthted by the history of the competition as many at the Falkland^ 1/ they can eclipse the 
British commander of the 24 teams drawn from the qualifying rest, and especially teams like Ene< 
HMS Mercury 322. a nuclear rounds involving more than 100 sides laud, Scotland ami Northern Ireland <a 
submarine. He takes a fix and from all the cnminems will assemble meeiing with them is unlikely), any 
pushes the button to fire a torpedo foe ihe uUimaie phase of the contest compromise on the battlefield or the 
^Bullseye!" shouts the commander in The final promises to he one of the diplom*iiK table will be readily over* 
jubilation for the Frey Bentos dis* exciting duels ever. looked. 

appeen within moments in the cold Fourteen Spaniali vines and 17 sta- The truth is, the Argentines are 
waters of the Atlantic That is a svenv dia will (all under the bootMif interna belter equipped than four years ago to 
from the once^popular video game, lional footballers. The fundamenial take on the ( ream of world football. 
Obliterate. question that will be answered m All the vital components that helped 

Argentina might have lost the war course of those (our weeks is Can them defeat Hollamf in the final in 
on (he video screens in Britain but >t 15 Argentina, the last World Cup cham Buenos Aires in I07R Hre still there, 
definitely going to make up for the pions who appear tv he even stronger Fassareila. the full back, remains cap* 
loss un the football fields of Spain^ than four years ago. cling onto their tain and along wiih him, the other 
the venue of the 12th Worlc Cup supremacy? Some might question noiahle defender. Tarantmi. the mid 
Soccer tournament—between 13 June their ability, and indeed of iheir peo fielders. Ardiles and Bennni and the 
and 11 July Thousands of tourists will pJe, to concentrate on this objective striker. Mano Kenipes. are also in the 
take their eyes off matadors and swirl* amid events in the South Atlantic. If team. But more than that, there exists 
ini flamenco dancers for a once*in*a* that be the case, ih^ have forgotten in the Argentine fold today a 20 year* 
Uptime experience: watching the thai soccer is the single most jmpW' old: Diego Maradona An inside left, 
World Cup finals And they will not be taut fa ctor in A rgentina—more crucial he n widely recognised as the poten* 

Nou Camp indium. BnrtvIonM reap f,20,000f where some of ihv tmptHUoi OMtehec wiU ho hfid 






















(ial iucc«$sor to tl^ |r<ti PfU. Hli 
dynamic ballpUy. impeccable pitiinf 
And receiving and exiotive tnuotini 


And receiving and exiotive thuoting 
makea him rhe inoM dangerous perfor 
mer on the current international 
scene. Indeed, reminticent of (he 
genius of ?ele, he possesses the in* 
stinct CO “read” a situation a split 
second ahead of lesser mortals. And if 


Diax, the young centre forward, la not 
as much m focus, it is pnmarily be* 
cause the limeJiehi is invariably oo the 
man operating Mside him. 

The muscular Maradona was recant* 
ly signed up by the Spanish club, 
Barc^ona, for a record transfer fee of 
£7.7 million and it is he, more than 
anyone else, who is expected to spear¬ 


head ArgaMlna'i thrust in the finals 
Though this could prove to be ar 
awesome teak for (he opposition, bod 
BresU and West Germany art bo leii 
endowed in terms of taiant and lechnl 
que Brasil, in fact, art the favouritac 
end in Zico thev have a pl»er almon 
as taJeotcd ai uaradont. That is noi 
all. The best left back in th* gamt 
today. Junior, is In the Brasilian squad 
In the midfield Is the extremely re 
lourcefuJ Socrates, who as his nains 
suggests has brains too. He has alwavi 

S r^erred studies and is now a full 
edged dxtor. On (he left flenk, is the 
fast Eder who has a tendency to gc 
directly for guali. More importent, thii 
outstanding footballing nation, under 
the influence of the present manager 
Tele Sanrane. have reverted co their 
colourful and aggressive iryle. Thai is 
over and above the reality that has 
been felt by their rivals that the team 
going to Spam is probably the best 
ever to leave the Braiilian shores 
That's laying e lot. tf one takes into 
perspective meir abiliiies m the 1958. 
1962 end 1970 World Cuds. 


1962 end 1970 World Cups. 

The Cermins ere Europe's mosi 
effftctivt combination. They won th< 
comment's championship in Kome two 
years ego, and moreover, breesed 
through their eight qualifying round 
meuhes unscaihad Purrher, they 
hive the idvantage of pla^ng in their 

! ia/t of the world and not Latin Amer* 
ca. though this factor could get slight* 
K neutraTised by virtue of the feet mat 
the Spaniards prefer to root for Araen* 
tlna and Brasil due to their ethnic 
links when not supporting their own 
side. 


But large number of West German 
nationals are likely to traverse to 

K lin to ensure (het the likes of Karl* 
ins Rumenlgge, Hansi Muller. Horst 
Hrubf Kh, Btmd Schuster, Paul Brelt* 
ner and goalkeeper Schumacher live 
up to ea pec tat Sons. Yes, JuPp Der* 
waiV% team is both sturdy and stylish, 
and will be difficult to knxk out. 


/ 2 ^ Twelve years of World Cup 
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and will be difficult to knxk out. 

The hosts generally put up a good 
show, which IS why Spam, despite the 
absence of **big" sters cannot be 
ignored With two Jeiusei in their 
renkfr^Jciui Zamora (midfield) and 
Jesus Serrustagui (centra forward)— 
miracles can be expected. Indeed, they 
have trained with great diligence over 
the past four years, under me shrewd 
end sensible care of their Uruguayan* 
bom manager Jose Santamaria. In* 
deed, after all tnis if they do not do 
well it will be a surprise. 


There are the dark horses, too: the 
Soviet Union, Engiand, Yugoslavia 
and Italy. 1( would be unwise to under* 
esliiiute any uf (hem. Though it would 
be a shock if one of them took the cup. 
So, basically a tussle between Bruu, 
Argentina and West Germany, with 
Spain, even if (hey are no( among the 
Im( turvivora, is bound to enjoy (be 
bonus of vast revenues from television 
rlghis, adverelsements and span* 
sorships of various kind, not to cite 
gata racaipti and the (ouhsi boom. 

All eyea on Madrid then and the bull 
fi^tars are taking a backseat. ■ 






The stars who will shine 




UTm umR eifMU m 

Ind i M 

A t 29, Zico li «TpM«d to b4 rbe 
o2d«sc pUyer in the Bretil 
•qued He U «fio one of the noit 
esperUnced heving mede 69 utter* 
netionel eppeireAces end scored 49 
goeii. Bretii expects Zico to get 
most of their |oels. 

Hti li 4 htAin| refleits. ebiUry to 
feke pest defenders end to convert 
free kicks into sure goels. hes won 
meny matchei for Breeil which ie 
etUl trying to fill the vtwning tap in 
their etteck since Pcie retueo from 
the foctbell field to the oeies of 
history' When Zico started pTaymg 
for junior teami at 1S« coaches 
thought he was too frail—37 kilo*— 
to make the grade But rigourous 
workout with weights end persie* 
tent practice with trie ball has made 
him what he is today; Brasirs nein* 
stay. 

Zico doesn't confine himself to 
the firing line but moves down to 
the midfield to uiulite moves Meet 
of the strategic n.ovei go through 
him. But he leys that He is not a 
team on his own ii many make him 
out to be. About tus team's perform 
ance b 1978 World Cup, he says. 
"Brasil did not pley wellio tha 1970 
World Cup. nor did t. which Is only 
natural because I am a team men 
end depend on the success of the 
rest of the team for my own suc¬ 
cess ' 

HU MUUM; ItHiUu i PM 

H e made hli debut for Argentina 
in 1977 against Hungary when 
he was just a little over la years 
old He was dropped from the 1979 
World Cup squad because of his 
"lack of experience " He it incred¬ 
ibly fast with the end his feet 
are like magic wends mesmerising 
any defender that detea him. Tha 
coaches of most of Argeotiae's 
opponents wilt probably spend 
most of their pep-taJ k time to nckJe 
the "New Peie’s" bellplay. But it 
will need something more chan 
mere theory and stntegy to stop 
Diego Maradona, the soccer world's 
new wonder boy, the defender's 
despair. 

Says Argeonna'i coach Ceaer 
Luis Menotti: "Maradona is 100 
metres ahead of any rival but only 
when be is 100 per cant fit. During 
the World ^p, I just want 
him to shine in rlesheei but to be at 
Jr for the 90 minuigi and nerer 
leevi the team with 10 men in spite 
of the close merklog he will have to 
put up wtth." At any clvan tk&e 
there are at least two playars she* 
dowtog tba young boy "like vul* 



Zico: Breiff's mebifty 


curta hovering around for the day's 
kill.* aa an eathualasi coflunemed. 
And once the bail lands at his fast 
hosts of players cloao in on him to 
crowd him out, if not to rough- 
tackle him loeubmlsslon. Marado* 
ne has bad to put up with this sort 
of ruffian strategy ever since he 
showed the world that ha bad it 
to buD. HU dribbling is eaquistta 
and his shots explore. 

Menotti's strategy will most prob¬ 
ably be to play Tun as cbse as 
possible to ine penalty box at the 
expense of losing a midfield player. 
And tbe others will be given one 
job: to deliver the ball at Maradc- 
ne's feet. Once Maradeoa has the 
ball and b just outride tbe penalty 
area Half og Argendoa's pfoblesns 
are over. To get past a couple of 
defenders tM enter the box will be 
Maradona's pleasure. Once inside, 
he be eioier tackled rou^ly or 
felled which will result in a penalty. 
If Dot, chances are (hat one will see 
a iparaeultf goal. And then after 
tbe bewicchae crowds wake from 
the shock of the Maradona magic, 
tha stadium will ba drowned in- 
eciiadc cries of "Maradona. Mare- 
dmr 


MaradMW 


mm.^m cumh 

A t 40, UiUiA ciptalfl and goal* 
leeeptr Dlso Zon might ba tha 
oldaat playar on show. But one look 
at his Mrtomtnce under the bar la 
enough to dispel all doubts as to hli 
fitsasi and reflexai. On hit 40th 
birrbday he got the greetest cometl* 
menr eny player could ho^ ror; 
"He's the greatest goalkeeper of ell 
time,” from the one map who 
should know—West Garmany'i 
1974 World Cup hero and goaUtaap- 
er, Seep Maicr. 


JBR 

mm 
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Z amora it to Spain what MaradtK 
na IS to AriantlM and Zico la to 
Braiil. Nameo tha field marshal of 
the football ftald, "pokar«fica* 
Zamora missed the trip to Argentf* 
na in 1970 but became e regular 
member of the national squao the 
following year. He gave e sterUnf 
performance during the 1980 Euro* 
peon championship and has 28 in* 
tematJonii caps. 

He hai rejected offers from 
celona. Real Madrid and Valesela. 
Spanish footbeU clubs. The Earcel^ 
na bid of (11 million would have 
been a domestic record If Zamora 
accapted It. Zamora's skill end 
organising Influeaca has been a key 
factor in hii club taam, Raal 
^iadad's league title. 


ua lEic iiMMattm: 

Will (MiHr'i ne m 

E nglish tea ii his favourite drink 
or which he gulps sevan to elibc 
cups dally. And football is nis 
favourite game Says West Ger¬ 
many’s captain, Kari Heins Rum- . 
menlggee; "Football gives me ev* 
erytbmg 1 like. ^ I've dedicated i 
my life to it." Re is brimming with 
cMfidence when talkiiu about hii | 
team’s chancai in the Wmid Cup; ' 
"fn Spain we are the favourites, : 
with ferati) and Argentina as our 
most dangerous opponents." 

Rummeniggee has been for two 
years running the ’European Foot¬ 
baller of the Veer' and is un¬ 
doubtedly West Germany's tninv 
card. He joined his club, Bayern 
Munich, for a paltry £4,500 but 
recently rafuseo an offer of five 
ouilion pounds from Spain's, Barce¬ 
lona. 

He usually plays on the wings and 
with Uitbarwi on tha othar flank 
the Wear German forward line can 
disrupt many a fomidabla dafenca. 
"Kalla* as ne is popularly known 
has more than SO international 
caps. 
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CORRUPTION ___ 

Young men pay Rs 4,000 to 
join the Indian army 

Touts earn huge amounts in Rohtak district 


Rohtak: On the 2Sth of each month, cruitment by the Indian 4rmy thun ^ny 
thnuMndvof youru men conjtrefiaie at other tehsil in (he country. In the 
the recruitina of nee in the (own m leh.fif. the common men is convinced 
well as the ^9 other recruiting offices that unless a young men pays a bribe 
around the country end begin the day he cannot be recruited in the army, 
with a mile race. A mile run in five The current rate is between Rs 4,000 
minute.^ and forty seconds cen fetch a and Rs S.OOO per recruit collected by a 
Kore of SO marks for candidates seek- smalt number of ex-servicemen and 
ing recruitment in the Indian army touts in Rohtak town. Since the 
For every ten seconds lunger that a Rohtak recruimeni office enlists 
candidate might take to complete the IS,000 young men annually from the 
mile, he loses ten marks This is one of adjoining oisiricts of Rohtak and 
the physical fitness tests that tha army Sonepat. at the average rate of Rs 
insists cti conducting merely to ensure 4.000 per recruit, the touts in the two 
that (he best possible candidates join disincis handle a potential underhand 
the army. There is also a medical test business of n«*aHy Ks 00 lakhs a year, 
end a basic intelligence test that The modus operaodiia so clever and 
candidates have to undergo to fill up indirect that nobody has yet been able 

about 60.000 vacancies every year to bring witnesses and evidence 

The whole process of recuitmeni by against tne racketeers. What sustains 

the army has become more difficult in the racket is that the villagers are only 

recent years because the army head- ton eager to pay up whatever the (outs 

1 carters has introduced checks and ask for in the hope of getting a job in 

ouble-checks in the recruitment sys- the army Sometimes they are even 

tern, CO prevent irregularities at the prepared to wail for two or three years 

branch recruiting offices and to pui an before giving up hope. In many cases, 

end to the bogus educational certifi- the most established toms will return 

cates that candidates often present. the money if the recruitment does not 
But in spite of the best efforts by the come through, 
army recruitment win^a racket oper- The district recruitment office also 
ates in Jhajhar reAsif, Rohtak district, holds one or two day recruitment 

Jhajhar has the unique distinction of camps in the more important 

turning out mure candidates for re* townships scattered across tne coun- 


A p/aque in Ben. Rohtak discirrci, commcmoretrng the mertiaf tradition rtf rhe 
people of the district which provides the highest number of tandidates for 
recruitment in (he army in independent Zrid/a 



tr^ide like Khosli. Ben and Jhajhar. 
The touts have o very devious way of 
collecting mnney through inconspi¬ 
cuous local contacts of their own. Last 
winter, for example, money was col- 
kcied by a little Vnown radiu mecha¬ 
nic. It is through this secret chain of 
links that the touts camouflage them¬ 
selves and their contacts in the district 
racruitment office. 

It IS. perhaps, because claims of the 
sons of ex-servicemen are ignored that 
the touts can make money. Three 
ex servicemen Sunoav met in Jha¬ 
jhar tehsii in iune this year said that 
the staff of tne district recruitment 
office often ignored their claims. One 
of them said (hat he had got a recom- 
mendaiion for his son from the sonal 
recruitment office at AmbaU. But 
when his son presented the recom- 
mendaiiun (for recruitment in the ton¬ 
al quota) at the district recruitment 
office, he was snubbed bv a local man 
who reprimanded him; "Vpar .$e chirti 
isaye nol (You want to pressurise us 
with a letter from a higher level).** 
Jhajhar ex-servicemen recalled that 
many years ago Field Marshal Man- 
ekshaw and the then defence minister, 
Mr Bansi Lai, had publicly announced 
that one young man from every ex- 
serviceman's family would be taken 
into the army if he was physically or 
mentally fit and met the recruitment 
Standards. This decision was not being 
implemented, complained the ex- 
servicemen. Althougn the directorate 
of army recruitment, army headquar¬ 
ters, have received a number of com¬ 
plaints about irregularities in recruit¬ 
ment, nobody has yet been able to 
prove a single Case of graft. According 
to a senior retired army officer settled 
in Rohtak district, “Allegations of 
overt and covert corruption in recruit¬ 
ment have been made in Rohtak dis¬ 
trict for at least 15 years now." The 
officer, however specified that he did 
not believe (hat the i^cruiting officer 
or medical officer were involved in the 

rackal. In hw opinion: “It is only the 
large number of middlemen and touts 
who art at the back of this corruption. 
The army recruits 60,000 soldiers a 
year and it is the least corrupt orga¬ 
nisation in the country." 

The Rohtak touts operate in e uni¬ 
que fashion. Often they pressurise the 
people at the recruitment of flee, like 
the medical officers, lo take in their 
candidates. Other than that they can 
do little for the army has ill own 















itandards. This correspoodeni (o 
know of a ca$« oi harassment of a 
medical officer posted at the Rohtak 
recruitment office three years aeo. To 
browbeat the officer, the louts M||aA 
shadowing his movements, chasing 
him on a motorcycle and bargiog inco 
the army mess where the m^ical 
officer stayed. But the young medical 
officer was able to withstand the 
harassrnent 

In Rohtek district there are 100 to 
150 candidares for every vacancy the 
army wishes to fill Such a laru num 
bar of candidates turn up because 
there is largescale unemployment 
among educated young men in the 
rural areas. This is NrlJcuJarly true 
among the jacs of Rnhtak for two 
reasons, fur the la^i 75 years the 
Rohtak jats have been going into the 
army as an only means of escape from 
poverty. Jat youth arc* traditionally 
averse to pursuing vmaliscate 
businesses as an eiieniate means of 
earning a livelihood, (t is, naturally, 
m»t unenmmun to find voung men with 
MA and BA degrees applying for an 
urdinery jawan's job iii the army 
Since the army has few vacancies to 
accommodate such a large number of 
candidates, their famihpv are willing 
ick pay the touts and buy hope. 

The new system of recruitment by 
the army has almost stopped graft and 
corruption, to the satisfaction nf the 
recruitment directorate. But as rc 
cniuing director, Maj Cen t.A. Joseph 
told SiiNDAY ,*'0ne should not get the 
impression that money i.s not being 
collected from candidates. The quvn 
tion 1 $: Who is collecting the mciivy*' f 
am verv confident that money is being 
iiillecied The trick is to colled mum s 


NAGALAND 


from 20 recniiis, say Rs 3,000 from 
each. If ihree out of the 20 are 
selected, the 17 who have not been 
selected have to be repaid. That still 
*ves the (out an incooie of Rs ^,000." 
neat sum for doing virtually nothing. 
The recruiting directorate has 
caught some of the touts. A Mr Shanna 
has been caught at Meerut thrice, the 
last time in September 1960. Another 
notorious offender, a Mr Upadheyaya. 
operates from Ranchi These rwo 
names were mentioned by Maj*Cen 
Joseph. Maj Gen Joseph admits that 
complaints are frequently received al^ 
out irregular recruiiments Bui his 
own experience is that "90 per ceni of 
the complaints are aniuivmouv A very 
small percentaM may say, foi exam* 
pie, that a civilian oociur has finind 
such and such a candidate medically 
fit although he had been rejected 
the armv doctor. There are also com* 
plaints about bribes being taken or 
demanded. 1 send these siBoed reports 
to the directorate of vigilance," said 
Maj Con Joseph. "Action is always 
taken, *in inquiry is always made Let 
me assure you that where people have 
been found guilty, suitable action has 
been taken.'The effectiveness of (he 

S obe IS built around its secrecy since 
e vigilance directorate operates in* 
dependeritly. 

the recruitment wing, meanwhile, 
haA decided to upgrade (he recruiting 
officer's post from that of a Major to a 
Lr. Lolonel'v This will arrest corrupt 
methods, if any. But if somebody mJI 
has A complaint he can easily send a 
letter to the chief of the army staff m 
to the nearest inilitarv command 

Anil Saari 


Phizo wants peace 


Kuhima; Angamt >^:«pu Phizo. the god¬ 
father of the still smouldering Nuga 
rebels, Is once again in (he news. Prom 
l/jridon the has Item living m exile 
there since I960), he smuggled, in (he 
last week of May 1962, a casserre 
cun tain mg a message to the Nagn 
people jn his uwn voice. The cassette 
came at a time when some responsible 
quarters in the state had already 
raised renewed demands fur a dia¬ 
logue lieiweeii (he 76*yearolo rebel 
leader und the union government in a 
bid tu settle the Naga issue. The ruling 
Naga National Democratic Party 
fNNDP) and the Nagaland Peace 
I'uuricil (NPC> are willing to assist the 
centre and Mi Pbiso to negotiate an 
early settlemunt "in the spirit uf re 
conciliation. ” 

The cassette. In Angami dialect, is 
now making rounds in th« suie and 
has become (he subject of a lot of 
discussion Departing from his usual 
practice of fuminB at New Delhi, (he 
belllgereni Naga leeder has sounded 
turpriiJngly mellow and conciliatory 
in the message. In his soft and halting 


c'oice, Mr Phiso has asked the Nagas 
not to resume hosiiiity "ciSHY it was 
Ceased from our side” and ''lake up 
the Indo-Naga issue through peaceful 


Phizo; raped message to the Saeas 



means." The rebel leader further said: 
"You may expect guidance from me, 
but I am not givi^ you any specific 
directive. In any given pursuit, t oere is 
ari objective and in a-changing world 
such as we have been passing ntrough 
in thia age. (he same pattern of 
method cannot work all the tine. And 
that IS why. judge for yourself what is 
the most sensible course of action for 
you to follow." Mr PhUo's belligerence 
wsk, however, not missing in the cas* 
sette. Saying that he has no "intention 
of waging war against India," he blus* 
rered in the same breath that "India 
must come forward to settle the ex* 
isting issues, otherwise we will go to 
the Oniied Nations." He concluded the 
message with the customary "Kukna* 
lim (Greetings to the nation)." 

The cassette, reportedly recorded ai 
Mr Phiso's cottage in Bromley. South 
London, was received through the 
clandestine rebel channels. Mr Phiio 
earlier also smuggled in the trans* 
cripcv of his lapea talk with the then 
PM Morarji Desai in London in June 
]977 Home ministry sources do nor 
consider the taped message either as a 
hint of Mr Phito's climbdown or an 
overture for peace from him. The 
dimunitive and soft spoken union 
minister of statu for home, Nihar Ran* 
jan Laskar, told Sunuav; "Unless Phi* 
so accepts Indian citiienship and our 
Constitution, rherv is no question of 
nur holding talks with him." The cen* 
tre recently told Mr Phizo. through an 
Indian High Commission official, that 
the Naga movement was weakening 
and that he should accept the Shillong 
Accord. Mr Phizo, on the other hand, is 
demanding no pre conditions for talks. 
Given such altitudes, the possibility of 
a talk IS consideied remote. 

Meanwhile, controversy coiiiinues 
to surround Mr Phizo's citizenship 
issue. Home ministry source.s claim 
that he is a British citizen. Mr Phizu 
flew to London from Karachi in June 
]%0 on an El Salvador pasnport. 
I..A(eT he twice travelled on a British 
passport. But Mr Zimik Ramyo, a for¬ 
mer home minister of the pro*Phizo 
Naga Tederal Cfovernment (NFG), says 
that Mr PJiizo is not technically a 
British citizen. Aciurding to him, (lie 
rebel leader only possusses "a British 
passport an Nagaldnd." Mr Periatsu 
Tubu Kevichusa, a Dimapur lawyer 
and a former IJias^ i ruined Naga guer¬ 
rilla. says that Mr Phizo continues to 
be an Indian citizen as the centre has 
not yet pai.sed any formal order de¬ 
priving him of Indian citizuoship 
under Section 10 of the Citizenship 
Act 1955 

The Phuo faithfuls in (he state are 
now facing a criii> uf confidence, 
mainly because nf their failure (o 
fnlluw up the Shillong Accord The 
pro-Phisii and nuw overground NPG is 
presently a divided house. While its 

f ires idem. Zaahei Huire, and other 
vaders still grope for a solution under 
(he Shillong Accord framework, the 
ex generals led by Thinosclie Keyho 
andMowu Angami have dismisaed (he 
accord as "irrelevant." 

SanUflu Gheah 
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TAMIL NADU 



'Stop imposing Hindi 
on Tamils' 


Madras: li has bc«n a pulttical viciury 
for th« reisjonal partial of Tamil Nadur 
they succeeded in convmcjni the cen* 
tf< that foistma Kindi un the state 
would be fought l>ack. Mrs Gandhi had 
no other alternative than to send a 
message to the information and broad- 
cisting ministry nn 4 June that \i\ 
India Radio should continue to be 
called All India Radiu and not Akash* 
vani. When it comes to the imposition 
of Hindi in Tamil Nadu, the centre has 
been laking one step forward and rwo 
steps backward The strategic blunder 
is not 10 much due to the centre's 
penchant fur biineiing as much as the 
sheer pugnacity or the regional parties 
when It Cornell to blocking the intru 
sion of Hindi in the state 
In *h< cry of pimcsts over renaming 
AIK. the ruling AlADMK's wa\ the 
loudest. In an aiiempi tu take the bull 
by tile horns, the AlAflMK decided 
that ell the party's ministers, Mf's^ 
MLAs. MLCs and iiartv worker^ would 
hovsutt red I a anJ TV programmes if 
Aik wa< renamed MOk, in fact, went 
a step further procldiming melodrama* 
ticalfy: "The AlADMK leaders will be 
prepared to give up office and even 
sacrifice their lives to resist the im* 


position of Hindi.* Ahhoogh MGR 
often sides with Mrs Gandhi, nisproc* 
lamation made u clear to the Tamil 
voters that in a crunch he would break 
loose from Mrs Gandhi. Meanwhile, he 
has been asserting that the AlAUMK's 
stand against the centre's decision is a 
case of "difference of opinion* and 
definitely not one uf ''con front at ion." 

For MGR it has alto been a psycholo* 

S al victoT>. In AIR being named 
ashvani. n Jawaharlal Nehru's two* 
language policy, wherein it was formu* 
iated that Hindi would not be imposed 
on non*Hindi*speaking states, would 
be violated. The CM's other obiecttons 
were that the intrusion of Hinai would 
be an impediment to national integra* 
tion and would entail the reduction uf 
non Hindi speeking people to second 
class uiitenship. In a resolution the 
AIADMK executive pointed out that 
English names were gradually being 
replaced in central government 
offices, planning commission and pub> 
lie sector undertakings of the centre 
M(«R had given un oltimatucn to the 
centre. If by 30 June, he said, the 
centre does not revoke its decision and 
restore the English names, an alTparty 
campaign against Hindi would belaun* 
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MGR: 'Out with ff/ncb' 

thed He appealed ro all political par* 
ties in Tamil Nadu to fight igainir tha 
imposition. 

Though all southerners react 
adveriefy to the Imposition of Kindi, 
only Tamil Nadu can hope to effective* 
iy ward off the intrusion as the thrv. 
other states are ruled by Congress(l) 

E overnmenis. MGR himself admitted 
1 $ doubts about all four states comin| 
together to discuss the Akashvani 
issue 

Both (he DMK and the DK have 
come out strongly against AIR'S 
rechristening. with Mr R. Veeramani, 
general secretary of the DK branding 
(he centre's move as a "naked” impost* 
thm of Hindi on an unwilling people 
The DMK chief Mr Karunanioni issued 
a statement declaring that the DMK 
MPs will draw the Pm's attention to 
the issue. At regular intervals, the 
centre tries to Impose Hindi and then 
retreats ienominously when the mili* 
lant Tamils pul up i lough fight. That 
it is not a tepid resentment against 
Hindi but a aeeprooted chauvinism 
and obdurate refusal to compromise In 
any way is evident from histc^: dur* 
ing (he IKS anti Hindi adtation that 
erupted in the state, eight persons 
committed self immolatlon. 

Denying all malaflde motives of im* 
poring mndi. Mr Arif Mohammad 
Khan, union deputy minister of In* 
formation asserted that Akashvani 
was a Sanskrit word, used oftan in (be 
south: for example, the radio station in 
the erstwhile Mysore state was calUd 
''Mysore Vanl.* Clarlfjdng the centra's 
decision, he seid that the charge was 
tha outcoma of a policy dedHoa to 
provide Indian names for govemnenc 
organisations and Institutions that iKU 






[ III w OaX I 




Mr Arun Shoutic. rxecurivo editor of the Indian Express was recenr^ ihMunared 
Me Iriornuiiond} KdtMr of the Veer by the World Press Review of the USA. This 
unique htwovi was eicordvd to Mr Shtuirte for hn "aggresejve, indepeodent, 
iflvestigetivt Journeh.vn in the world's largest democrecy. * The selecnon i$ done 
even year and pa m winners ha vc been Heru7d Evens of the Sunday Times, 5. Nihd 
Singn end 5. Moolgaokar of the Indian Express, 


He asked pointedly, "Did you not 
change tha name of your state tp Tamil 
Hadu? Old you not rename several 
roads named aftv Englishman?* What 
ha forgot to mention is that Indlanls* 
log is not quite tha tame as Hlndlslng, 
not to the Taailliana. 

CM MCR'i reioindtr to Bdr Khan 
was: "There neeo not be e controversy 
ever whether 'Vanl* is a Hindi. Sans* 
krli or Tamil word. The point is (hit 
(here Is DO need to change the English 
name used ell these veers.* As a 
reader remarked. "While the centra 
needs a 'Hindi devtiojmant wing.' 
Madras needs an 'Engmh rttahiliig 
wing.’* 









HEALTHCARE 


The war on baby foods 


Th^ NiHonil Allivic* for 
ih« Nutririon erf Inftnti <NANIK r*' 
ctntly formed for the “promotion and 
ptoiectlon" of breaie faedini, has an 
ineerofting componont in iXi plan of 
action: “Immunfracion of haaltn work* 
en and instlnjiions against the potea* 
lially harmful effects of commercial 
baby food promotion.** The idea is to 
chaHenge the “unquestioning accept* 
ance of gifts, samples, triMand confer* 
ences from the big baby food firms" by 
doctors, nurses and other health pro- 
faisionali, who. more than the adver* 
tisements. have acred as a potent chan* 
ntl in reaching the baby food message 
to mothen. NANI, whose members 
include heilth groups, consumer asso¬ 
ciations and development action 
groups, is an Indian counterpart of the 
many such pressure groups that have 
been formed all over the world in the 
last decade to fight against unscrupu* 
lous promotion of baoy foods. 

Over a year ago the World Health 
Organiisnons (WHO) code on baby 
food promotion was accepted in princi¬ 


ple by the Indian government, but the 
working group's recommendatioQS for 
unplemenricig the code have remained 
in cold storage. NANt is initiating a 
nationwide campaign in which every 
person who believes in the cause has 
been urged to ioin. Two health groups 
in this new association are the Medico 
Fnend Circle (MFC) and the Volun¬ 
tary Health Association of India 
(VHAl) both of which have been active 
in the recent campaign against hor* 
■none drugs that barm unborn babies 
(Sunday. 11 Aorili. 

The formation of this Indian press* 
ure group comes at a time when (he 
International Baby Food Action Net* 
Wi»rk (IBFAN) lus L.illrd (or a con 
tinuation of the worldwide boycott of 
Nestle products, started by over 40 
action groups m 30 countries three 
years ago wnen Nestle had stiffly re¬ 
sisted me formulation of the WHO 
code. In March this year, in en effort to 
mollify the boycotters. Nestle 
announced its “oew" marketing policy 
which, the firm claimed, would follow 


Che norma of the WHO cod*. An 
OFAN oewa relMse in May ihows 
point by point how Neetl**s “tkew** 
policy la a cosmadcally titered voniM 
of its old policy with flOAO oi tho 
essentials changed. IBFAN is ormis* 
ing a month-long workshop for *adv* 
anced training of 20 top Neatle boycort 
organiiitiofls' this month—e diove 
which underlines the fact chat the 
battle against beby food Is far from 
being over and drives home the point 
chat (he WHO code is only a code and 
its Implementation depands very 
much on organised pubbe action. 

The NANI action prograsnma is of 
course on a different note, more re* 
levant to this country where Nestle has 
only a small share of the baby food 
market. Apert from pressure on the 
government to implement the WHO 
code, the programme will be geared to 
monitor baby food promotion acrivi* 
ties, document the penetration of baby 
food in rural araas, educate (be gener¬ 
al public and. very imporrent, reach 
out to health professionals whose 
“hearts and minds** hive been cap¬ 
tured ^ the bab^ food firms. This 
aspect i» stressed in a special issue of 
(be bimonthly Health for the MilUoas 
where a news item reftrv lo the stern 
draft regulations propoi^ by the 
working group on the Indian code; 
*'These regulations point out strong 


Engiish cricketers misfed India 


New Delhh Many Enilcnd Test 
cricketers misled iKt Inoitn govern* 
tnent raaarding their cricketing Jinks 
with racist South Africa, when Eng- 
land*! 1911*12 tour to Indie wti m 
•Jeopardy beceuat of Gooff Boycott 
and Gooff Cook's cricketing links with 
South Africa. This li admilted by 
forner England cpenlng batsmen, 
Graham Gooch, in nli new book, M> 
CdckHlHsfy *1/ (publisbed by Stan* 
ley Paul. London, shortly to bo re- 
latsod In Indie). 

Earlier, the Indian govemment's 
diffidence topermlt Boycott and Cook 
to tour India fast winter was overcome 
when both the cricketers pubUcly 
expressed their opposition to apar¬ 
theid and the Englim Test and Couo* 
iy Cricket Board (TCCB) said that m 
future anyone having sporting links 
with Soutb Africa miMt not be eligi¬ 
ble to pUv for England. Only then was 
the tour finally cC^red on ^ October 
19BI by the mdian government. 

Contra^ to generaT belief In India, 
the unofficial South Afnca tour by the 
England cricketers had been agr eed 
10 oy many in' the touring party long 
before ihelndiao tour. Oiuy the dates 
of the unofficial series remain^ to be 
finallMd. They were done eo So India. 
Says Gooch in a chapter uilad Ashot 
and ApsnMd, that he had been 
sounded out. in February I9S1 when 
England toured West Udlee. niito 
momha before the Indian tour. "A^ 
out an autusiQ series In South Alrte 
oroBnhIy over a eix-week period be* 
fere the scheduled tour to Mia. The 
approach ceiu from a buslnaeamen In 


South Africa, and the Idee apparently 
wai (hat either a full site or EngJIih 
Test pLaytra, or e strong Worlo XL 
would play again It the beat South 
Africa could offer. Four other Eng¬ 
land players on that tour wart also 
tapped, and we were each aiktd to 
sign i form indicating our intaraiti: 
no more, no 1«h. It was not a binding 
contract, nor did It ipeclfically men- 
tiofi turns of money oc definite dates . 
Gooch' unraveftins secrefs 





So far as 1 know ail six of ui signed." 

While Cooch'i numbers are a bit 
confusing—he mantloni five players 
being tapped end six having slued 
the comrec(-*(he Implication iicTeer. 
He end other England erJekectrs who 
had ilpnod tha South African contract 
misled the Indian goveriimeni in 1911 
regardiiu future links with South 
Africa. Gooch dMs not mantlon the 
namti of the other players bur It Is 
difficult to bollevo that Geoff Boycott 
would nM have been one of thoee who 
ni^t have signed the contract during 
(be Well Indies tour, because Boycott 
is krwwR tohsve been Involved in (he 
unofficial South African tour from the 
very beginning. If Boycott wsa one of 
who had signed the contract, it 
makes a mockery of hi<^ undensUng 
and of his gimmicky gesture during 
the Delhi Test (23-28 December 1981) 
when tbe England team was pre¬ 
sented to Mrs Indira Gandhi. 

Qeoch records Boycott's imperti¬ 
nence when he wa.t introduced to Mrs 
<^ndbi; “The next morning. Christ* 
Bias eve, we were presented to Mrs 
Gandhi before play resumed. I was 
stand at tbe end of i be line next ro 
Ge^f &yco(t, who whispered to me 
that he Tniended to give the Prime 
Mintuer a copy of hia latest bock, 
with the passage on Page 203 relating 
to his views on South African apar¬ 
theid heavily underlined. This he duly 
did. bue Mis Gandhi produced the 
p^ecc ripeeie, *1 will accept your 
book.' she aald. ‘hecauae you cauaed 
At ao much trouble before t he tour *i" 
AMI teri 




Cbrbs «dv«rtiMin«nu of infant 
foods and feeding bottles. Some 
piodlarndans appr^end these strong 
curbs and even a total ban, for their 
own reasons. Said the head of the 

E sdiatrics depanmenc of one of De* 
*s Urge goverament hospitals: **| 
need money to run my magatine (fndi* 
an P»ediMmc9}. Where am I going to 

S t that from? I have to re^ solely on 
» advertisements 1 get. Toe govern* 
ment should not ban advertising total* 

HARYANA 


ly.* The Third World is particularly 
vulnerable as far as the 'seduction* ^ 
health professooals goes. A UaUyaian 
doctor has pointed out: "All the 
paediatrics conferences are (M*ga&ieed 
by the milk compaoies. It defeats the 
purpose of these conferences. Doctors 
are understandably ^grateful* to the 
companies, so they tone down their 
vokes...* 

Viaml Balaeubrahmanyan 


Sumitra Devi causes 
an "earthquake" 



Vr SumitrB Den. cavsing a tnmvr 

Sohtak: Mr Bha)an Lai. chief minister 
of Haryana took his oath of office for 
the second time on 23 May. ft was a 
Sunday. On 7 June he inducted Surin< 
dar Singh, son of Bansi L^> as a 
full fledged minister in the cabinet. 
Earlier it was known that Surinder 
Singh had spumed the offer of becom 
ing a mirfister but under orders from 


SwindBf Sjnjhttkes oarho/office* 

the high command, he bowed and 
wearing dark glasses and white khadi 
kurta, this once stormy petrel of 
Haryana politics joined the Bnajan Lai 
cabinet. 

At that time, Dr Sumitra Devi, a 
smaecologist and senior surgeon of 
l&c civil nospital in Kissar and eldest 
among the four daughters of Mr Bansi 


Fighting for iand 


Bhopal: The management oi the Bhi* 
III steel plant is having a tussle with 
the state governmenl over the ac* 
quisitron ofland for the bousing of the 
steel plant employees. Since f9S6. 
when plant started operating with 
an installed capacity of one miUign 
tons and a manpower of 30,000. there 
has been a marked increase in both 
the installed capacity as well as chc 
manpower. The sixth five*ye4r*plan 
envisaged an increa^ in the installed 
capacity to four million tuns and in 
manpower to 65.000 employees. The 
plant vxpansion i6 io the final stages 
of completion, but so far, only 30,000 
houses in the township have been 
consirucivd for the steel plant work* 
ers. This implies that onJv S€ percent 
of the toiei number of employees 
have housing faciUiies. 

In a bid to correct the shortfall in 
bouaiog, the management has asked 
the state government for SO acres of 
land which had been promised to the 


Bhilai steel authoncics as early as 
1955 on a "whenever you need" basis 
The g<*vernmem. however, is not very 
eager tn pari with the land. According 
10 a cumment. believed to haw been 
made by the* district collector of Durg. 
the steel authorities arc not in need of 
any more land, primarily because 
landalloiicdearlier had been used for 
the "cultivatioa of grass," 

Meanwhile, the township which has 
grown over the years has used up 
almost all the SO acres of land. As a 
result, although the managen^i has 
sanctioned aaether 4.000 buildings to 
house the 14 per cent houseless am* 
ployees, there is no land on whkh 
consiruclKMi can be started. Accord* 
ing to the town adainistrMor. Mr. 0. 
P. Bajpei, the real need of the hour is 
not the Rs 4< crorcs that will be 
needed to build the houses, but land 
which the Slate government ta not 
willing to give, 

F. Mlshr* 


Lai threw n bombshell. She announced 
her reiignacioo from hitr government 

K ancT Mid she wu join^ the Lok 
The news spread test end ceuaed 
quite a tremor. 

When this correspondent reached 
her Model Town bouse, there wei e 
crowd of over 300 young Lok Del 
workers thouring slogans welcoming 
her into the Lok Dal, There were also 
some senior local Lok Dal leaders and 
Part» Singh, second son of Mr Devi 
Lai. She was briefiu the local newt* 
men and said: *ToQey democncy is 
being throttled (in Haryana) and is in 
reel danger. Hervane today is in the 
hands of cruninals, corrupt, unprinci* 
pled opportunists and defec(on..,It Is 
indeed a misfonune that even the 
Congress(I) high command hat 
referred to associate Aytrams and 
c«eyartmi in preference to tried and 
trusted party workers..." 

Dr Sumitra Devi (32) • wife of i 
former ermy officer, Cept. Culeb 
$ingb»and mother of two sons told this 
correspondent that her grendfeiher. 
Mr Mohar Singh (S4>, had nicknamed 
her as "Rheunchei (eerthquake),* 

She had caused a political earth* 
quake in Haryana, she was told, She 
smiled and said, ‘‘fn my youth, in 
college. I have been a fearless enuad* 
er end a fighter for various cauMS, 
Like my grandparents end my mother. 
I am religious.*’ She is a devotee of 
Shri Guleb Giri BibiMr of Jhunjhunoo 
district in Rejesihen. 

Dr Sumitra Devi told this correspon* 
dent (hit she had made up her mind to 
contest the elections against Mr Bha* 
jen Lai from Adempur constituoncy In 
the last Assembly elections on 19 May. 
Her father, being a dedicated, disci* 
plined Congressman did no( approve 
of the idea. But she took her own 
decision after consulting her husband, 
"Adampur is no loneer whet it used to 
be once," she said. "It is the hometown 
of Mr Bhajan Lai and all the govern* 
ment departments are spending huge 
amounts on improving it. Maximum 
attemion has been given to develop 
Adampur end its surroundings. It is 
like an island of prosperity in an ocean 
of poverty." She went on. "When 1 
went to file tny nomination ii created 
quite a ripple....! did tell some of isy 
best fhenas that the present CM4 
misrule of the last thiee years has 
brought corruption in each and every 
segment of Haryana’s life. Someone 
has to hse and challenge the corrupt 
misrule." 

Did her father approve of her res* 
igning her government job and joining 

E li tics? Said Dr Sumitra Devi: *My 
her himself is a wellknown fighter. 
He has lived through very hard day* 
s....he is tough but extremely consider* 
ate and humane. He is a flnn believer 
in honest, clean public life," She said 
she was intrigued as to how nationgl 
leaders like Mrs Gandhi were putting 
up with the corn^tlon that was preva* 
lent in the countn. She fall thet by 
joining Che Lok Dal she would bt aMg 
CO bring about a change in peUticaVltfji 


B. S. Beam 


NEWS; INTERNATIONAL 


ISRAEL-LEBANON WAR 


PLO: 'Our forces 
will fight unto death' 



^Ji7i9 MinisterBegin (right) shtkes hsods with VS enroy Philip Htbib, who is 
rymg to t/ffute th« prtsoni tension^ TAj5 phofogroph wgs token in Moy i98t when 
^ehio took pert in the ceetefire negotietiont between leneJ end Syrie 


Mrvt The curtain raiMr for 0 Mra< 
Jon ptact Jn Gihlaa bafan on ^ juna 
vhan IsraaU Miraias providing prottc* 
Jva cover for the r*lSa ano F46i 
uddanly appaarad in the cloudiaai 
ky over Beirut. Exploiioni shook the 
(uiat afternoon and dame black 
moke billowed from the buraina 
luiUlngi. Iiraali forces batrarao 
’aleitlna Uberatlon Orianiiation 
PIO) stroBiholdi Jn soutnam Lebt- 
ion for The near two days. Than on 6 
una the laraalla atajed a landing 
lonh of Siidi naar the mouth of the 
kVrftU river on the south Lebanese 

oaat. Moving in a bread IroDi from 
he Mediterranean to the foothilla of 
fount Hermom 2.000 taraeU troops 
4cked by columns of tanks and 
moured cvi puahad thalr way ecreas 
otschem Labainon aa PtO guerrlUe 
the ancienc city of Tyre. Lb 
Liyeb aad the twelfth century 
eguferr Ceaile HU oae by one. 

The M el thtt eferete waa, In the 
fbi taraeu eabinet, to *>Uce 


the civilian population of GaltJaa 
beyond the rann of the Palestinian 
terrorists ” Isradl settlements in (he 
northern r^on of Galilee ware om' 
posed to Mtyusha rocket shelling 
from PLO bases across (be southern 
border of Lebanon and^no of Israeli 
Prime Minister Mene»em Begin's 
campaign promises was » stop this 
b^baiweat with force if necessary. 
The dtuatloD was compounded by the 
attempted eeeesslnetion of the Israeli 
Ambasetdor In London. Shlomo A^ov 
(S2L which despite vehement FxO 
denials, IsreaU authorities Insisted 

was the work of that organiserien. 
Urged by the hewkiib memoen of hit 
cabinet, aad notwlthstendini th^ 
wamlntt of former Prioe Minister 
Yittek Rebln that an temll invasion 
o< Lebenoo couid eKalete Into • fuU- 
scale war, Begis went ehMd 
The lareeli bembardoient seems to 
have taken the PLO uneweree. The 
PLO chtiraaa. Yasser Arafat then on 
a visit to Stum Arable rushed back to 


ieirui. As n,0 btset at Damour and 
Khalde were being ^Ubertted” & the 
Invading forteSi and ibt ?tO need* 
quarters in Beirut, including the PLO's 
Internal security seperetui kBowa as 
*17.* in charge Sf Yaaser Anfai*i 
persoBil safety were blasted, the Pt^ 
declared: *'Our forces will fljuit to the 
bitter end: our forces will nght unto 
death aislnct the aigreseor.’* Both 
sides susutned and Inflicted. heavy 
losses as the fi^tioc continued, The 
PLO responded to e UN Mcuricy coun* 
cil resolution celUnc for e cease fire: 
Arafat ordered gueriUe bases in south* 
am Lebanon to stop ihootlne across 
(he Israeli border ei of d am local hate 
on 7 June, but warned that while 
adherlAf to The ctaiefire thsy would 
contlnOe to recellete to Israeli attacks 
lo Lebanon. And the Israeli forces 
showed no signs of withdrawel. The 
UN resolution bad caUsd for e cessa* 
(ion of hostilities "within Lebanon and 
scross the Lebenon'IiraeJi border." 

The fragile ceasefire In Lebanon 
brought aMut by the US special envoy 
to West Asia, Mr ^lUp Habib in July 
1981. is clearly over. The Lebanese 

( lovemment of PrMldent Biles Sarkis 
s lA no position to assert its authority. 
Tho enbsitled country is controlled ^ 
three uperete groups: the PLO in 
Beirut and in the south, the 30,000 
strong Syrian peecekee^ng force and 
the Israeli-supportod Christian militia 
hfided by Major Saad Haddad. The 
Lebanese eovornment could only warn 
chat a fullicaJe war could be triggered 
off should There be a corifronution 
between Syrian and Israeli forces, 
since the oynens have a treaty of 
friendship with the Soviet Union. 

The Israelis are showing no signs of 
heeding any warnings. Prime Minister 
Begin, while inspecting the battlef* 
ront. handed over captured PLO stton* 
gholds to Ma}or Haddad **as a present" 
and promised Israeli aid for recon* 
struction. Clearly (his is no short term 
Israeli plan to wipe out guerilla bases 
and withdraw. Israeli forces 
approaching Beirut are dropping leaf* 
lets urging the withdriwif of Syrian 
troops in (ha sector: Uraeli planes 
hive bombarded Syrian SAM*^ mis* 
illes m the Bekka valley. The Israeli 
attack is directed against all Arab 
forces in Lebanon. 

Internacional reactions to the inva* 
Sion hiva bean fairly criticaL thoii|^ 
the US consistently vetoes all UN 
retelutlont condemning the tsraell ac* 
don. President ReMtn has sent threa 
pereonal lattan to Begin urging him to 
withdraw his forces. France and the 
countries of tha EuropetB Economic 
Community have condemned the 
Israeli Invasion. Egyptian Presidant 
Mubarek has stated that the stalled 
talks on Palestinian auionomy will not 
be resumed until the Isrealii withdraw 
from Lebanon* Seudi Arabia and India 
hava pledged aid and support to PLO 
forcas. 

As we go to press Israel agreed to a 
ceastfira In Lebanon on 11 Juna at 
3.30 pm. 

A BpKtal Cortetpondent 





MOTORCYCLES 
& SCOOTERS 
OMSON 


No one can manufacture better 

motorcycles. 

We at Escorts create them. 


It lakes more than tools 
and components to make o 
better motorcycle 

II takes men Men 
dedicated to getting better 
Ideas. 

11 you look at the evolution 
ol Escorts' !)a)doot 
motorcycle, you wtU 
understond. 

While others were content 
to continue with legendary 
Images, we weren't 

ThoTs why the Hojdoot 
Deluxe that you ride today, 
has features no) lound on ony 
other Irtdlon motorcycle. 

The Yamaha-type, fully 
sealed, waterproof broke 


drum and ^e swoged-^oke 
^il^eels Designed to give 
increased broking power 
and smoother rood 
handling ^ktr greater safety. 

The famous MOcunJ 
carburellof. 1b give you 
increased fuel eccfftomy In 
these fuel starved days—Irccn 
a mere 30 km/Utre to 46 
km/Utre wltticul los In power. 

High powered maar^etoes. 
To increase etectriocd output 
tor better tlghiing ond 
quicker boneiy chorglng. 

Motorcycles monulaciured 
to intemobonal speddcaPons. 
To set outstanding 
perfonnonce standards in 
raliabflify • 


And that 's why we look 
towards the future wtih 
confidence. 

A luture v^en we wtU 
creole. In coUaborotlcfi with 
YAMAHA of Jopcm. India's 
first 350 cc. 2 -stToke. 
2 -c^inder, 30 tit)p 
motorcyde. 

Anew generation of' 
worid«ckas molorcyctes 
creoted to suit Indian road 
OE^ weother condlttons. 






































































































Did the CPI(M) rig 
in West Bengal? 


prove chet there wis 
V ■ 0t&rfeK«le ^ 

I B famous eeveoth fenerel 
I aelecdoQ of the West Sen* 
LeiUleiive Aijembljr 
m 1972 In which the Congress 
swept to power, the CPt(M) brou^t 
out a booklet. The writer was Mr 
Jyoti Besu» the present chief minis* 
ter of the state, and the title of the 
booklet was: Subversion 0 / Phr* 
lUtnentMry Dtmccncy in West Ben¬ 
gal. Mr Basu quoted eitemively 
from the results of the election and 
tried to prove that there had been 
larfescale rigging in about three 
doNn coasrliuencies. 

There is no doubt that there was 
rigging in some constituencies of 
greater Calcutta and in some areas 
of Burdwan district by the Con* 

t rasS'CPI alliance in that alaction. 

Ir Basu himaelf was a victim of 
rigging in Baranagar. one of the 
constltitenciei in the 'uburbi of 
Calcuta. Apart from giving dome 
real and coloured dsKrlption of 
how blatantly the election was rig* 

S d. Mr Baiu wanted to prove his 
eery by raising the asp^ of the 
time factor. He wrote. '‘The proce¬ 
dure for voting this time required 
every voter to put his signature or 
thumb impression on a counterfoil 
attached to the b^lot paper and 
this has increased the time for 
casting a vote. On the average it 
took about a minute to cast a 
genuine vote and not more than €00 
votes were cast in any one poiUnc 
station during the tan hours of 

d ing.** Mr fasu then cited some 
ras from his own constituency 
(Beranagar) to show that within two 
to three hours <i.e. 120 to ISO mi* 
nutes) 800 to 900 votes were '*pol* 
led." He pointed out that such vot* 
ing was pbysicaUy imposaibla, and 
he also trM to prove that in some 
other constituencies where more 
than 60 votea were polled per hour 
par booth the election had been 
riiped. 

Today, the election procedure re* 
mains the lema in the state. There 
is only one change: inateed of ten 
hours or 600 minurea per polling 
the rime has been decreased to nine 
hours or 540 minutes now. From 
7.S0 IB to 4.)0 pm there Is uniatcr* 
rupted polUng. Id the 1982 electiofl 
of iho West Mngal Assembly, in 
131 cooatirueodes the PolUng per* 
ceatage was gnythina potwe ee 80 
CO 91. la 236 consacueodes the 
ppltfifg pBreptapt was above 70. 
The average poung pereeaiaie for 


Power 

and 

Politics 



By BARUN SENGUPTA 


The question is. could such a high 

E rceniage of votes have been pd* 
I honestly? Or was there larges* 
caU rigging, and hence this high 
percentage of "polling*? Mr Prom* 
ode Das Cupta, tha top CFI(M) 
leader of (he state, has deciftred 
that there was no rigging and tha 
high polling was nauMy oue to the 
great political consciousness of the 
people of the state. 

But what about the tune factor? 
In more than 60 per cent of the 
polling beocha of the state the total 
electorate was more than 860. In 
more than three-fourths of these 
booths the polling percentage was 
either 80 per cent M total votes or 
more. Even if one calculates on ihe 
basis of 800 votes per booth, to 
reach 80 per cent at least €40 
people had to cast their votes in 540 
minutes. In a large number of these 
polling booths the polling percen* 
tage was as high as 90, i.e., 720 
people had to cast their vote in S40 
minutes. Was this physically 
possible? 

It was claimed by the CPI(M> that 
polling cooiinued in some districts 
even after the stipulated clos^ 
hour of 4.90 p.m. However. poUiM 
was completed much before 4.30 
p.m. in a large number of areaa. 
After the polls dosed, the chief 
electoral onicer of the state said 
that be tepected the polling per* 


Dasgvpta - riggmg the ejections.* 


centage to be around 55. But after 
(he counting ti was found that the 
polling percentage was about 77. In 
a large number of booths it was 
discovered that more than BOO 
votes were cast in 400 to SOO mi* 
nutea If more than one vote could 
not be physically cast per minute in 
1972. how could 1.4 to 2 votes be 
cast in 1962? What was the magic? 

There was an interestiem aspect 
of the 1982 elections of west Ben. 

e ll: the more remote the area, the 
ighar was the percentage of votes 
polled. If we have to accept Mr Das 
Gupta's explanation for tng higher 
polling then we have to admit that 
the people of the most backward 
areas of the state are politically the 
most conscious! Take the Sunder* 
bans const>tuencies: Paiharprati* 
ma. Sagar or Hingalgunj, the most 
backward araai of the itute. In 
Patharpratimi, the poll lag percen* 
tage was 83.14. in iagar w.90, in 
Hmaelgunj 86.27. On the other 
hand, take any of tha hotly con* 
te<<ied consiitueneiei of Calcutta. 
For example, the Rasbbehati con* 
stituency in Calcutta (South), a pra* 
dominantly middleclasa area, the 
state finance minister, Mr Aihok 
Miira, was e candidate. What was 
the percentage of polling here? 
Only 66.2i. The average percentage 
of polling in Calcutta proper was a 
liile above 60; the average percen- 
lage of polling in industrial areas of 
the slate also was less than €5. In 
none of the district towns (except 
Coochbehar) could the polling per¬ 
centage reach 80. WhercaS the 
average percentage of polling in 
the villages almost everywhere was 
above 80. in some places above IS. 

One more interesting aspect of 
West Bengal polls is that whenever 
tha leftists are in power the polling 
percentage is alwoys high. The polt 
log percentage goes down the mo* 
ment thky go out. In 1962, the 
polling percentage in the stale was 
only ».55. In 1967 and 1969. when 
the leftists were close to power, the 
polling percentage was 66.10 and 
M.Sl respeciivelv then it went 
dowa again: in 1971 it was 61.90 per 
cent, in 1972, 60.82 per cent, in 
1977 (Aaaembly) 56.05 per cent. 
Then look at the big jump: in the 
1980 Lok Sabha election and 1982 
Aaeembly polls, 70.66 per cent and 
76.69 Mr cent respectively. 

Is this the impact of increased 
poUticaJ consciouinass, or the hb* 
cial touch of Mr Pronede Das Cup* 
(a*a very epacial alaction 
machinery? 











Protecting Reagan 



Skeletonc In the 
French cupboard 


A mtii ffive conitlnlni 
neirJy t.OOO hii 

bMn unearthed near an old 
French daienuoA centra in 
nonhwticarn A la aria. 
AccArdma to • francn navrs* 

E r uoiewlM, tba dead 
a» ini|ht nave bean 
buried 20 to 2S yeara ago 
when France wai fiihting ic 
hold on ro ihe Algerian eel* 
ony. Algarie was cranted in* 
de^ndence in 1962 after an 
eight year war Libsrttion 
claim that many of the re* 
meina bear marks of torture. 
Ute grave was diKovered In 


Fabruery this year by chU* 
dren pUyini liipn area whick 
was being out dp for a foot* 
ball field. ^ May. the 
skeleton eoiAt had touched 


996; so (he local authorltlei 
called an abrupr halt to the 
skeleton search. Surprisingly, 
(he French media have 
chosen ro overlook the whole 
episode. An official of the 
Algerian embassy in Paris 
said. "It's up to the French 
people TO ask ihemaelvei how 
a civilised country could, at a 
certain point in Its history, 
commit such acts.* 


I 


Pi$ineloth¥smtn §round ih# Fresfc/enr s car 


Vnpracendantad lacurity 
aaasurae wera taken to pro* 
tact President Aeegtn during 
hii tour of Europe. Apert 
from Reetin’s own personal 
bedyguaras. as many as ISO 
lecrai serviceman were in 
Paris and West Berlin to asslsi 
in providing an impenetrable 
security cordon. In Paris sec* 
ret servicemen checked the 
lobster salad and vaal before 
the President wes allowed to 
pick up his knife and fork 
during lunch with Presidenr 
Mlirerrand Six antiaircraft 


barterlei were dug Into the 
perk at Versailles where the 
summit of (he developed 
countries was held tnstruc* 
tioni were issued to shoot 
down any plane epproiching 
within one mile of tne police. 
West Germany had provided 
minimum stcunty to the 
President after there were 
ten bomb eitacks on Amer* 
lean property eod the ex* 
treree left wing 'ftevolution* 
ary Cell’ warned shot this was 
only a 'prelude* of things to 
come 




Briefly 




W«leso*s whereabouts 


the SoUdarUy leader Lech including President Tito and 
Welesa is being held In a President Giscard according 


bunting lodge in Arlemow to travellers from that area 
near the Soviai border which The lodge isaurrounded bi 


near the Boviai border which The lodge isaurrounded by 
wes used by the former Com* forest. Before being shifted, 
munist leader. Edward ht was interned In ■ govern* 


Gierek to entertain visitors, ment villa near Warsaw. 


Indonesian 

offensive 


Saddam 

attacked 


Turkey on trial 


Turkey will suon be hauled 
up by five wait European gov* 
emmenis. before the Euro* 
Man Commission on Human 
Rights for violaiing civil liber* 
ties. The five countries—De* 
nmark. France, Holland, Nor¬ 
way and Sweden—have pre* 
pared a dossier which in¬ 
cludes whiten evidence of 
widespread torture of politic* 
al prisoners, details or legal 
and civil rights of trade un* 


ions and insiame« of poiiiical 


repression m Turkey The Un* 
iced Stares has taken a lenient 
view of the civil rights viola* 
lions and tgeretary of state 
Alexander Haig.expreised his 
confidence that the Turkish 
government would honour its 
plans to restore democracy 
Meanwhile, the Turkish mv* 
ernment hss threatartad to 
gull the 2l*nsember Council 
of Europe. 


Indonesian troops have re* 

K )»rtedly crossed over into 
ipua New Guinea to search 
for rebels opposed to Indone* 
sien sovereignty over the 
territory of man Jaya. (he 
western half of the island of 
Naw Guinea. Leaders of 


Papua New Guinea have in* 
tempted a national election 
campaign to plan defence 
strategy. The tndonesiens are 
allegedly searchiog for a 
group of Papuans who raided 
• sewmiU in Indonesian terri* 
(ory and took 2B hostages in 
October last year. 


Former Lebanese President 
Suleiman Franjieh has laun* 
chad a verbal attack agelnii 
Iraqi Fresident Saddam Hus* 
sein for laading his country 
into such a state. '*After an* 
tangling his country in war 
with a friendly country seiv* 
ing only the Israeli enemy. 
Saddam Hussein bea no 
choice but to use hJi revolver 
for the first time and copy 
that greet mao. Field Mershia 
Rommel.” Mr Franjieh uiA 
recently. Iraqi forces rec«ot(y 
suffered a.eerlei of reveraea 
on the Iriolea front. 


Tha 

milling link! 


Prleiteai 
in |Mni 


Khomeini*! plan italled 

The proposal to nationalise at different stales mainly be* 

all foraign trad# in Iran, paa* causa of iha influanea al iha 
led vy the Ma/fis (Perila* merchants and elerirmen 
ment) last N'ovemMt with the who have buainesa floks. 
backlog of Ayatollah Iran's Islamic constitution 
Khomeinr, hes been blocked stipulates that foreign trade 
tw the CosuicU of Guardians, should ba run by the goveni* 
the conititutionil watchdog ment while the traditlonaliet 
In Iran, dominated by con* Ayatollehs In tha Council of 
lervetlve religious leaders Guardians preach that lalan 
The proposal bad been stalled respects private property. 


A U8 Klendit has elaii&ed The Lutberao parUUoners 
that be has dlMovered • BO* of tha small fishing eoBumin* 
mUlionyeer-oid fossil whkb ip caUed West JutSud la 
provea right the thaoiy that HoUaad recently voted lo re* 
thu definitive seep In tha tein their women priest who 
evolution of modern primates nlaed many | conservative 
was the development of the eyebrow by teem 1 n| around 
Ug toe. which serves the pur la a metercyde in blue Jeeu 
pose n gnaplAg. T)ie aoea* while oehv spiritual miMua. 
tist, Robert leuier of the The rMerendum w«i ordered 

K in Hopkins univeriiiy, by the OeaHh ffiaHny el 
rlmore. said that he diaco* eottrehea after some couadUs 
vered the prlmitlvebMi had proieased agalnit ihd 
la Wyoming’s Bighorn lailA. Ilberited* pHeiteai, 











The Government 0^ 

M^hyA Pradesh has been 
ma k I n s determ i ned efforts 
to implement (he 20'poin( 
proeramme as announced 
by (Tie prime minls(er Mrs. 
Iridira Gandhi. The prog* 
ramme has since come to 
be identified with the hopes 
a nd a spira (ions of the weak* 
er sections of the people, 
because it seeks to bring 
about a fundamental 
change in social outlook in 
order to enable them to lead 
life with dignity by 
banishing inequality from 
society 

The Covernmeni is con¬ 
vinced that such a basic 
programme for bringing ab¬ 
out the desired tran^orma* 
tion in society can be im* 
plemented successfully 
only with the people's sup- 

E rt and cooperation. It 
i. therefore, constituted 
people's committees from 
the State aisd district level 
down to the revenue m- 
spector circle level for the 
execution of the 20-point 
programme. 

The Madhya Pradesh lok 
Abhikaranon Ke Madhyam 
Se Bis Sutriya Karyakram Ka 
Karyanvayan Adhiniyam, 

1980 was enacted to confer 
staioory powers on the peo¬ 
ple's committees. The re¬ 
venue inspector circle level 
commKttes which come in 
direct contact with the peo¬ 
ple have been given wide 

K rs under the Act. The 
rtlnees are vested with 
powers of allotm^ of agri* 
eulUidl Itnd. house sites 
'gnd aettlement of arKroach- 


ments made on government 
land and abadi land in vil¬ 
lages. The Committees are 
also entrusted with the re¬ 
sponsibility of play ing a 
leading role in the imple- 
nsef>tat(on of programmes 
for social uplift and reform. 
Thus the Committees work 
to bring about debt relief, 
eradication of casteism ar>d 
untouchabilitv, spread of li¬ 
teracy, family welfare etc. 
The (.ommittees, it Is 
hoped, will create the right 
c I i mate for the progra mmes 
and secure pile's coop¬ 
eration in their Implementa¬ 
tion. 

Thedtstrict level Commit¬ 
tees Will general I V moniiof 
and guide these Commit¬ 
tees wh I le the State level 
Committee will reconsider, 
reintegrate and suggest me¬ 
asures for effect i ve execu¬ 
tion of the 2C^poin( prog- 
ramrrte. 

Since the 20-point 
programme was 
launched for the 
secoTKf time in'the State 
landless people, tnoi\iy 
hariiansandadivasis. ha>« 
been a noted 69S20 hec¬ 
tares of land declared sur- 
pl us in cei I ing cases 
From NovOToer 14 
an intensive ihree'month- 
long camisaign was laun- 
chH to utxiate land records 
and to eff^t mutations, 
while revenue officers were 
directed to hold mobile 
courts to dispose of pending 
cases expedrtious/y. This, 
by itself, is no mean 
achtevement. 


20-Point 
Programme 
in Madhya 
Pradesh 


Genuine initiative has been 
taken in Madhya Pradesh to 
protect the adivasis from 
eviction from their plots of 
land and to restore to them 
their land fraundulently 
taken away. All transfers of 
lar»d from adivasis to non- 
adivasis made Uom Octo¬ 
ber 1959, when the land 
Revenue Code came into 
force in the State, to Octo¬ 
ber 1980 dre being looked 
into with a V lew to a ssessi ng 
whether such transactions 
were bonafide and whether 
fair compensation was paid 
(oadrvasi landholders. 
Where it is found that the 
transaction was not above 
board, the land would he 
restored to the original 
owner ar)d. tn the event of 
his death, to his successors 
within a stipulated period as 
provideedoy law. 

The pei^le’s committees 
siart^ work in Decemlier 
1960 and by (ebruarvA? 
allotted 505844 house sites 
id landless rural people. Of 
(he alienees 982 Sd have 
already built their houses. A 
rural housirsg scheme is 
(here to aid them in Ixjild- 
ing the i r houses. To protect 
farm workers, who have 
tNirh dwefiirtf^ on (heir 
land, from eviction, own¬ 
ership rights have also been 

E en without burdening 
m w ith the (ask of paying 
any corrtpensalion. 
Minimum wages of farm 
workers are regulated under 
the Minimum Wag« Act. 
The public distribution sys¬ 
tem has been strengthened 
to ensure that the people in 


ihe stale. Including those In 
ihe villages, get essential 
Commodities at fair prices. 
Controlled and lanata Cloth 
manufactured on hand- 
looms is being distributed to 
rural population. 

Thanks to the measures 
taken in 1980-81, produc¬ 
tion of foodgrans was 
targetled at 128.5 lakh ton^ 
nes. In 1961-82 a provision 
of Rs 188.62 crores was 
made to create arr irriga- 
tional potential of 1.65 lakh 
hectares This has almost been 
achieved .The rnstahed capa¬ 
city of power gerteration in 
the state was 170V 276MW 
l>V March 62 and between 
1961-62 3470 addi¬ 

tional villages were electri¬ 
fied. with a further plan for 
errergising .37100 pump 
sets. Besides, 56199 
houses of adi vasis and had- 
jans have been provided by 
Madhya Pradesh Electricity 
Board unmetered single 
light points at concesslorul 
rate. 

The state's handlonm indus¬ 
try IS Ixi ng reorgan ised to 
ensure improvement of the 
quality of cloth produced 
bv. It. 

The book bank scheme has 
benefitted 4.25 lakh harijan 
and 4 lakh tribal students. 
Aduh literacy projects im¬ 
plemented with central 
assistarKC number 23 while 
15 are lx?ing implemented 
by M.)dhya Praoesh Gov¬ 
ernment. 

AftfUN SINGH 
Chief Minister 
Madhya Pradesh 














<A) Steps for checking prices end 
Improving the public distribution 

system 


Su&UlnecfdfcKts are being made to make the public 
dlftribution system i^ficiertjrvf dependable. From T98T 
the State Government gave pnority loco>opf4Uve 
societies in the allotment of fair price shops. It was 
decided that, as far as possible, those shops should be 
run by cooperative six ietus and that the leait coopera* 
five society in every district lifted the quota of food* 
grains, sugar and other items and in turn distributed 
them to the cooperative scxjeiies rn the villages. This has 
ensur*‘d smooth ^lisinbution of esNor>tiat ComroodilH'^ in 
the remote villages 

Stocking and disint^urion of sugar have been regulated 
so that no wholesaler of sugar can sell stock to anotl^r 
wholesaler and that no wholesaler can keep stock for 
nioreihan lodays 

The Madby,} Pradesh ••(XHlgrain l u en^tf^g OrHw. J 9S5 
has been ainer^ded to providt* that no trader can at any 
time Slock more than the maximum lim«i that iv, 4 gtls. 
of M ng fe type of foodgrj i ns whi le the total qua nt itv <«f 
fo<xlgrains slock cannot exceed ^0 quintals 

The Slate Tradmg Corporation has opened two depots at 
Kami and Indore to ensure regular supply of imponed 
evibleoils, TheM.P. State Commodities TradingCoi- 
poration liftsoil from these depots ar>d supplies it to the 
districts where free avallabitity rs ensured through fair 
price shops. 

To ensure Ihat the Cultivaor receives a remunerative 
price for his produce incentives in cash and kind are 
given In addition to purchase of paddy, wheat and )owar 
under the price support scheme. For example, in the • 
kharif season of the State Covemment has fixed 
the support price of paddv at Rs. 713 per quintal as 
against Rs 105 per quintal fixed by (he Centre. Simdarly. 
the support price for lower was Rs 10$ as against Rs 100 
fixed by the Centre w^ile the support price for wheat 
wasKs 140. Besidvv. sugarandremeni werealsogiven 
to cultivators as an mceniive to sell wheat lo die 
procurement agencies. TheGirvernmeni has c Iso im* 
posed a 60 per cent levy on rree millers and SO per cent 
levy on traders of wheat. 


(B) Increase In agricultural produc 
tion 


C<>n>is(ent efforts are made in the state to increase 
produ< lion of f<x»dgrains artH other commertial crops. 
The (aiyu4 forf<iodgrains prudurhon for 1960*81 was s(K 
at 121.25 lakh tonrx^s. and theprodirctksri was around 
120.8 5 la kh ton ncs . accordrng to the li ru I lorec asl . The 
ta rgei for 1961-62 has boon set at 1 28 .>0 lakh lonrtes. 

Production of oil seeds for 1980*81 was about 8.84 takh 
tonnes against the target of 10.. 50 lakh lonnes. Produc¬ 
tion for'l 981 *82 is estimated to be around 6.45 lakh 
tonnes in the kharif season and 2 9S lakh tonnes i e 
11.40 lakh tonnes m ihe rabi season as against the target 
^ 11.50 fakh tonnes. 

Durirtg !980-^ 4.42 lakh hectares was covered under 
soyabean cuftivation aga>ns( the target S )akh hectares. 
For 1981 *82 the coverage wa s 6.2 5 la kh hectares 
against the target of 6 lakh hectares. The Central 


CMmment Kis tMured hundred ^ cent uiJsUndftso 
the state for promotion of soyabean culUvatlon. 

Cotton production in 1980-81 was 2.81 lakh bales 
against the target of 2.94 lakh bales. The target for 
1981-82 was 3 lakh bales ar^d iseslfmat^ to have been 
achieved. 

Sugar production was 1.28 la kh ronoH for the yea r 
1980-81 againstthetargetof2.ddlakhtonnes. The 
tar^for 1981*82 was set at 2.50 lakh bnnesand m 
estimated to have been fulfilled. 

Apart from disiribution of quality seeds, fertilisers, 
pesticides etc among farnvers. grants*in-aid fdr advance 
sttMdge of ferti lisers i n remote v i Mages were ai so given. 
As a result. < ormumption of fertd i ser> rose in 1961 -82 
In 40 per tent over the ligure in 1980*61. Aerial spray of 
I nseciicides for paddy crop covered a n area of over 
40,149 heatares m Bilaspur district. 

Urvder horticulture development programme orchards 
were planted over 2764 hectares in 1961 -62. and for 
l*ruinotior> of this programme farmers are given a 
subskfv of Rs 800 per hectare, logeiher with a sui>plv <if 
saplings of fruit bearing trees from Covefnmeni nurser* 
hes<alled Sanray Nikun^. 


(C) Ceiling on agricultural holdings 

The Madhya Pradesh Ceiling on Agricultural Holdings 
Act, 1960 was amended in 1974. Of the 2.41,090 cases 
registered under die Aa. 2,38.650 cases were d i spos^ 
of^ October 1981. So far about 1.57 lakh hectares of 
land were declared surplus, of which 82913.625 
hectares were brouaht Into possession and 48815.865 
hectares were distributed amoung 41.087 benefidiriti. 

As many as 11482 harljins received 11760.490 hcc* 
tares of land 16676 adivasis got 21490.110 hKtarei. 

12833 others got 14S79.190 hectares 4nd 96 societies 
got 978.075 hectares. 


)) HouMt for the landItM and 
ural poor 


Urvder (he Rural Housing Scheme house sites measuring 
900 SQ. ft. are given free to each landless family in rural 
areas. The allottees are also supplied with poles, 
bamboos and bu ildmg materi al s from Govern merit 
quarries, in addition to a cash subsidy of Rs 300 each for 
construction of houses. Since the i m plementa km of the 
20-Point Programme by the government 
503844 phA of land have so far been distributed and 
96238 houses have been constructed till February 82. 


(E) Abolition for the practice of 
bonded labour and rehabilitation of 
bonded labourers 


1634 bonded labourers were freed by October 1981. 
Measures for their rehabilitation are und^ way. Vigi¬ 
lance Committees have been fon^ In 17 districts to 
identify bonded labour and to impfemem Che legislation 
for It4abolition. Rehabilitation or freed bonded labour* 
ers In Jabalpur and Cuna districts has been taken up . 
under a central ly sponsored scheme which finances SO 
per cent of the total cost. SIml lar schemes for Sldhl, 
Panna and Ralgarh districts have been sent to the Union 
Government for sanction of financial asslNgrtce. 



;P) Protection of Interest* of Tribal 
andholders. 


To ensure tKet the t»nd of the Adi v«i is I s noc frandu lenti v 
trensfered to others, a provision was rnade In the 
Madhya ^adesh Land Revenue Code, 1959 to enabi e 
the SuD-Divlsional Offker, Revenue, to look into every 
transfer of land from an Adivasi to a non*Adtvasi effect^ 
between 1959 and 1976. 

Besides, in lerrm of (he amendrrsent of the Land Revenue 
Code effected in 1960. should a non>Adivasi purchaser 
fall to furnish fulldetailsof purchase of land belonging 
tu an Adivasi within a specified period to (he 
Divisiortal Officer concefrsed, such sale would become 
void automattcaily and the land sold would retum to the 
Adivasi owr>er. This has been a positive step towards 
safeguarding the interests of Adivasis in the State. 


(Q) Liquidation of rural Indebte- 
dnMt*lmpotltlon of ban on recov* 
ary of debts Incurred by landless, 
small farmers and rural artisans 


The Madhya Pradesh Cramin Rin VimuMi Tatha Km 
Slhagan Adhimiyam. 1975 envisages compete discharge 
of debts advanc^ before the commencerrtent of U>e Act, 
Including the amount of intertst. if any. and which is 
payable on the date of commencement of the Act by a 
marginal farmer, a landless agrrcultural labourer a rural 
artisan. The Act compels the creditor to return to the 
debtor all property pledged or mortgaged, in addition to 
suspension of recovery ^ all debts advanced to small 
farmers tefore its commencement for a specified period. 
Thismoratohum has been extended till I5«l<^1980at 
present and may be extended stlU further. 

The Revenue Inspector Circle Level Committees have 
been given the responsibility of iindini out cases where 
pledged or mortgaed property has not been returned to 
debtors. Since December 1980177 persons have been 
punished ur>der the Act and 4507 persons have benefit' 
ted. The Government is also considering amendemnt to 
the Act to deal with debts advanced after Its commence¬ 
ment. 


H) Enforcement of minimum wages 
r agricultural labour 


To ensure chat agricultural labourers get minimum 
wages as pre^bed under the Mini mgm Wages Act 
1946. the inspection machinery has been strtnethened 
by empowering block developmenc officers ano revenue 
omcers, together with the inspectors of the Labour 
department, 


S Development of Irrigation and 
Ilieation of ground water 


Only ,16.4 per cent of the cuttivated area in Madhya 
f^msh is irrigated. Of the net sown area of 166 iakh 
hectares 30.65 lakh hectares (1979*60) on ly is urs^ 
irrigation. The targM Is to bring 23 per cent of the sown 
ma under lrd«Mkm*by the erid of the SIxdt Five Year 
pvlodr which would mean creation of an additiom 
12.50 likh hectares <6.50 takh heetams 


by the Government and 4 lakh hectares by private 
resources). Ou rl 1960^ t Rs 16$. 3 5 crorei was spent 

for an additional irrtgaiion potential of 1 6 lakh hectares 
er>d Rs 166.62 crores has been provided lor 1961 -62 to 
create an Irrigation potential of 1.65 lakh hectares. 

W of avatlabiliiy of ground water has been com- 
in 429 blocks out of 459 blocks m the entire 
State. On (he basis of reports certificates for digging 4.21 
lakh new weiK arvf 1432 lubesvclh haveb^n issued. 


(J) Janata Cloth 


77.65 lakh sq, meters of janaia cloth had been produced 
arid 63.24 met rt^ sold by Oc tober 19 61. Su bsidy 

already granml (ill Ocuiher 1461 out of the total. 
Provision ol Rs iSO lakh rn 1 96 ( -62 stood at Rs 70.60 
lakh. 


(K) Socialisation of urban and urba> 
niaable land, celling on ownership 
and possession of vacant land and 
on area of new dwelling units 


T lie Urban Lai^ (Cci I mg a nd Regu! a< irm) Ai i. 1976 was 
enforcedfrombSepcember l976forM>cialisailonof 
vacant land m urban agglomerates. The progress has 
been good 1 lie State G^rnmenl has declared that 
land vested m the Government should be alloired first to 
government depannienu according lo their require¬ 
ment The remaining land would be made avariable to 
Oevelopmeni Authorities for uiHisation in keeping with 
(he directions of (he Union Government. 


(L) Family Welfare 


According to 1961 Census the growth rateol population 
In Madhya Pradesh at 25.17 was a httle higher than the 
Ail India average of 24,75, Under the scheme of 
rewarding panchayats showing outstanding results in the 
field of family welfare. 724 village pa nchayais were 
given Rs 66 lakh by wav of rewards i n 1960-61. In 
196T -62 6 vritage panchayats have already qualified for 
rewards. 1000 camps were already held by (Xtober 
1961 (0 educate and create (rjiried people to carry the 
message of family welfare. 


(M) Literacy Campaign 


Under the Rural Functioadi Adult [coocation Scheme 
16 proofs, with 300 ilasse.s each, are run with Central 
assrsiwe. In tribal areas. 17 projects wodied under 
Sute fnan, to which 5 more were added in October 1 981 


(N) Planting of trees 


In 1980^1 and 1961*62 tree planting waa done 
/rom fuDda available under relief work. An area 
of 66,7M bectaree baa been prepared from 
November 1961 to March 1982 for plaotatlon of 
treci 1 q tbe rainy aeaaon. 


(O) Antidowry Campaign 


People arc mode const log^ of the ev i Is of dowry through 
various campaigns. The 9laie Covtvnment is cncou rag¬ 
ing mass marriages and prijposing to financially assist 
msiiiutirins and organisations piomotiing >uch mar- 
riages. AlsodriHi^casleism an* highlighted through 
campaigns. The Government »s examining suggestions 
for efKOuraging >ntrr-caste niAmogn. 















Government of Madhya Pradesh 
comprehensive plans for 
agricultural Development 


NUdhya Pfadesh Oowrnmeni in fully 
conycioui of the impun^jnce of the 
»gncuUurjl se<.iur and ha> rightly 
Mcurdeil a verv high pyloniv to the 
development of th is yei* tor. A nu mber of 
measures has been adopted over the past 
one year and a hall: maiiyollhe 
measureres are a radical departure from 
the past policies Programmes affet ling a 
ma)or sector like agnc ulture are natural* 
1y Uitari*base(J jckI Iheir results lake 
hmetushirw up. NeverthekNc, some 
positive prepress is peaepdhte evi^n 
wiihm this short period The thrust of the 
new programmes is two prungned' first 
to ensure that tatmers rece<ve at tair 
prices the inputs mfuired Uir IxHier 
larminu arnl sesund, thc^y reserve fair 
prices frji the« prt idi i< e Si m e 11 leir • > a 
subst.t rtt ut I popu lat lun of fa rm wor kei s 
government has adopted measures to 
ensure that they rec eive mmintum 

wages. 

When Ihc prt'seiil gnvrtnment 
assumed office lh<> famvers were reeling 
ursder the impact eg the worst drought m 
living memory. Thtnisands of latmers 
were without seeds or resouites with 
w h ic h to buy them T here wa s la rge* 
$caledisiross and iminediate arrange* 
ments had to be made to prcis ide relief in 
them. C.ovnrnmern, therefore, launched 
.1 maior cimiirgeoi txisgramme for the 
supply of setHls m gmjd time, foe the 
grams rH lac c avi loans and supply of 
chernical ferhhsors and pestu ides The 
whole plan w as exes uletl on a war 
footing and it was posihle U; distribute 
a n u n procotfen ted h t. SCO r^ui rstals of 
seed, two lakh loonesnfr hcmical ferti* 
liters and afx)ut K>. IN crorc> by wayof 
taccavi loans for the purchase* of se«^ 

As a result^ rso field was left urtsown for 
want of seed and (oodgram production 
went op in 1980-81 to 1.21 crore 
tonnes 

1 he crisis over, the Government has 
taken up well thoughI'Oui pn^grammes 
for the augmeniatron and aivi>rsdK.ation 
of agrKuliural production. IrKentives 
have been offered to c o*opcfative in¬ 
stitutions fur sUM'kmg fertilizers and 
thousands of relad uurlets have been 
established. To encourage the prepara* 
lion and use of compost a sche^ is 
proposed in which a grant*in*aid of Rs. 

10/- per pit will be given to tl« tribal 
farmer. Cran 1 *in-aid is also bnmg 
for the insUlhition of lnogas plants An 
intensive agricultural researc h protect 
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has been launced in 1 6 districts of the 
^telo carry the benefits of modern 
scientific advances in agrrculturv loihe 
farmers. The profecl will be extended to 
the entire slate by 1Art intensive 
cotton prowamme has been introduced 
in Indore division for intpruvine cotton 
produc tton and demonsiratton larnis for 
ccHton growing have been laid ir> the 
Chhatisgarh region to intrciduce this crop 
to the farmers Efforts are also under way 
fur the introduction of Jarge*scale cut* 
livairon of bartarsas m East Nimar, 
peanuts in West Nimar. tapiuc a m the 
drsirKis of Chhatisga/h artd oti seeds in 
the districts of Bhind ar>d Morena. 

Madhya Ptadesh is a major producer 
of puIh*s in the country and meets the 
rc'quirfmenis Of several neighboring 
statc*s, besides Its own Special schemes 
have, therefore, been introduced lo aug' 
merit production of pulses through the 
use rjf imprr)ved seeds ar>d improved 
farming practices 

A n*lalivefy new crop, soyabean has 
c a ughi the fane y of cMir farmers and 
within the past few years Madhya Prdesh 
has become the largest producer (g 
soyabean in the country. Eiom barely a 
few thousand hectares under the c rup m 
1974*75, the area urxfer it has gorte up 
To 6 S lakh hectares and the Union 
Crwernment has agreed to firsance the 
proiect whKh wifi increase area ur>de« 
the crop to T9 lakh hectares by the ertd 
of the Sixth Five-Year Plan. Tlw farmers 
have re< eived higher prices for this crop 
than the floor prices Fixed f^ it arsd more 
and more farmers are taking i< up as a 
cash crop In view of4he importance of 
this crop as an oil seed, the State 
Government has taken upihe mstalla* 

1 ion of composite i>rocessi ng plants i n 
the cooperative sector with assistance 
from the European tcorsomk Commurv 
ity Two sites for such plants have 
already been selected at Uirain and 
Seoni Malwa and work is m progress. 

T o proroct ra in-fed agric u Iture from 
dM* vagaries of nature and to erscourage 
appficaiion of proper inputs fw agri* 
cultural production, the Government 
has xcorded a very high priority to the 
developiwent of irrigation from all 
sources. An addifiortal area of 1.65 lakh 
hec fares was 1 1 kely lo come under flow 
irrigation fiom Government sources as a 
result of the pro g ^s of major, m^ium 
and minor irrigation works in the Slate. 

In addition, creationof privatesources 


of irrigation is also being encouraged 
under a major programme for sinking 
five lakh wells in five years. Under tl^ 
scheme farmers are given loans and 
subsidies for digging wells and installing 
pumpsets on them, Lift irrigation from 
rivers arxl streams is bemg encouraged 
with the layirtgof power fines along 
them and providing financial assistance 
to the farmers for the installation of 
pumpsets During the last year alone 
lines were laid for 42.000 etectric pump* 
sets. RuralEleclrifkationhasalsomade 
headway and USU villages were electri¬ 
fied last year'thus raising ihe perdentage 
cif the electrified villages in the State to 
r>eaflv36. U|jam has become the first 
drsfnci in the State to achieve 100 per 
cent rural electrification. It is certainly 
an indicator of economic development 
that the Stale which was su^lus m 
electricity just a few years ago has 
become a chronica My deficit slate and 
power consumption is increasing so fast 
that there is no prospec t of meet i ng rt in 
the r>ear fuiure. Even under these condi¬ 
tions Government has dediM to main* 
tain rural electricity sup^y for at least 19 
hours a day. There will be a continuous 
su[^Iy at night and a supply of five hours 
durirsg the day which will be phas^ in 
two groups. 

Over a third of the population of Ihe 
State corripriscs adivasis and harijans 
who a re bK k wa rd agric ul tura I ly as wel I. 
Special schemes have, therefore, beer) 
formulated for assisting these sections in 
a big wa y in (heir Ukl ng to modem 
nsetnods of farming. The supply of 
seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, aivicultural 
implements, pumpsetsetc. (omesefar* 
mers is subsidised by The Government 
and they also receive an interest subsidy 
for the amount they borrow for purchas¬ 
ing these. Concessions are also given to 
them in the water rates charageaDle for 
flow irrigation so that they learn lo use it 
and see for themselves the benefits that 
result from this scheme. 

It is widely realist by the farmers that 
^r^uKure can become more remunera¬ 
tive if they take to m need farm! ng. Indeed 
the practice, though in a primitive form, 
is of long standing. Government proe- 
rammes m this sector seek to bring 9pout 
qualitative imptwemenl in mixed farm¬ 
ing For instance, the milk production 
programme seeks (o Impfove the breed 
of milch cattle. Similar prwammes for 
improving sheep, goats ana pigs aia also 
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wn^r wiy. A flujor proiriflim# 


li ilw undtr wty to iugmtnt wMuctlbn 
of * 111 4r>^ poultry, iMnv ino lubiWt > 
on iDbtrtl k« 14 iraiivonto mil Anti 


riTTnnnl lii .1* • • J m.TTTJ^Tr.r 


rtmmf I ind thifi hii boon in ipprvt i* 
iblo Improvomoni In thtir incumti in i 
mv)\ of th«M. VilHiblt firming intf 
bonicultun irt tiio bilng promoctd. In 
ill ibfM ichomoi pirtleulir iitontion!» 
btini pitd to ihilr Implointmitinn In th« 
iribiTrtii ind for tht btnofn of th» 
hifl)An firmoff. 


For rh if frit rim# fn Midhyi Pridith i 
Firmtn* Ptiolf Fund with in Inlllil 
cipitil of RupMi flv« croro li boing 
cnitfd to help firmers^ In dlttrirt^ind 
ititutory irringtments ire being made 
for contribution I into th If fund. Mei* 
lurtt hive been idopted for the effective 
Implememitlon of the Debt Relief Act 
wich dlschirees priviie debts of rr^irgln* 
il firmeri ino ruril irtrsins. The mori< 
torium pliced on the recovery of such 
debts of small farmers has been ex* 
tended. Another impo(iar»t measure to 


•niurt that InitituHonil civdlt reaches 
the weaker MCltons of the firming coni* 
mu 1 ity hi» been the hnidl n g of credit 
rimpf In vi higei. Similarly mobile re* 
venue count art also being hetd ftsr the 
diftpOMi of revenue cues and lo efferl 
mutittoni and uo'ttvdiu* land rerordt. 

The rilling of the land army. fur t he 
flnt time in Midhya Pr#de»h will, lie* 
side* genereifng emnloymeni tor the 
rural youth, also Help (osfwevi u\t runt 
devefopmeniasthe land army will lakp 
up such protects if Irrigitiop work*, mm I 
conservition, affurewatK><t. road tiuilH* 
Ings, pisciculture and ferheme* nt publit 
heaim. IrKidentally It will alvo promote 
I senieof fellow*f^llng and discipline 
among the rural youth and emphislst* 

the dignity of labMr, 

The 20 /polrrt ecorsomic programme 
will In the mam benefit the rural people. 
The programme is being imptemeni^ 
with the full involvement or ihe people 
and people’s committees have been 
constituted from the State down to (ho R. 
I, C ire lo level to gu ide. rtsomior a nd 
impirnsent the proKramme which. 


am ong other thin ih letkttuenfure 
(iistrlMilon of available a gflcultural land 
dt the landleii, provision of houM sites 


liTltiTJkiTTil*I rTTTTiltni 


sommoditinatfalrprUes. thgfoclal 
((inient of ihe prograrnmt (»equally 
trttpnriant fietause it seeks (n fight social 
evfU hke uniuuchahlluy and dowry and 
promote iheimilHamilv norm, iupenti* 
I lor I and social taboos often enme In the 
wav of economic development and the 
neixi, thamfrirtr, of wK iai clMrsge as an 
ifiitrummt ol economic development Is 
paraniouni. The people's committees^ It 
K hii|K>d, will sisearhead such social 
trarwiormatlpn and'lhprehy create cortdl* 
ifum for faster ruraldevelupment. 


It will thus be seen that Ihe Govern* 
ment's approach to rural developmani Is 
total and comprehensive and diversifica* 
non of agnculture is central in this 
appfojcn. A programnse of this magni* 
lude will r^aiuralfy lake some time to 
^iww Its impjr I bui rhere can be no 
douln (hat a rrv>ve m ihe right direction 
has Ixm taken. 
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Legislative Measures: 


People’s Interests Uppermost 


The comrjiitmeni of a aovernmeni i<> 
rtherIrtfl the Imerasts of the comrmm 


furtherirtg (he interests of the comrmm 
people is iMst reflected In the legislative 
measures adopted bv them, kaws confr 
long-term and justiciable benefits upon 
the people ana these can not be a rb itra n- 
ly curtailed, much less denied. Viewed 
In this context, dte legislative measures 
adopted by the Government of Madhya 
Pradesh over the past year arsd e quarter 
bear am pie testimony to the Govern¬ 
ment's earnestness in safeguarding ar>d 
promoting the Interests of the weaxer 
lecconsor society, particularly (headiva¬ 
ils and the ha rija ns. ForthefirsKIme 
powerful legislative support has been 
provided to the tac kl i ng of the Intract¬ 
able Kourge of dKOity 
The Covemment of Madhya Pradesh 
has adopted several Imponant legilsla- 
tive measures over the past one year and 
a half. Partkularanemion has b^npaid 
to some of these leg! slation s for protect* 
mg the Ir^tetests of the weaker sectkms of 
society. 

Soon after entering upon office, the 
ment brought forward a revolu- 
/ o^inanet, which later became 
an Kl of Iffislatuft eonferrtni upon 
landttH farm worfeen ownership rights 
upon tho plots of land btlonglng to 
others upon vyh ich they had comtfucted 
Ihtir dy^ifirsgs. Under the law. own* 
were conferred such 
Tw m *wort»ri who had bui R 


(heir dwellings a year n< more prjor rn 
iuoe 2 JJV 60 No reni or fee was 
charged from (hem for this conferment. 

The law also provided (hat should 
such a person be dispCAsessed he could 

make an applica(*on. wKhIn su months 
ofsuchdispossevsion. for the restoration 
of possession to him The law pyovides 
not only for such rpMcvatioo but also 
damages to be paid to the aggrieved 


persons. 

As this law sought to benefit the 
Konomtcallv weaker sections, apsMtea* 
tion. appeal, revision etc., were ex¬ 
empted from the paym^t of court fees 
ana i I was further prov ided tl^t copies of 
orders passed m such cases would be 

J ranleo free. The lurisdicijon of (he Civil 
ourt was barred from matters for the 


sought to pruiet I the iniert*»ts of the 
tribals. The amendmtmt proviiied that if 
anvjx'rsor hart romem possession, on 
or after October i. |<j> 9 . ofiand belong 
infl io a Kibal. who had been dec lared 
vuWquenllv lo belong lo any iribe, the 
pos^svor was b( 3 ur>d 10 inform the 
Sub-DK isionnl Oilicer (Revenue) of the 
circumstances under which such land 
came into his possession. Should Ihe 
possessor fail lo furr>ish such informa* 
lion, the land would revert to the origin* 
al owner or his heirs after the expiry of 
the siipuJated period of one year. 

it was also provided that should the 
sub^ivksional officer (revenuej come to 
the conclusion on the basis of informa¬ 
tion furnished (hat Ihe lai^ was 


decision of wh ic h forum and procedures 
had b^ prescribed in this act. 

Ar>other law conferring idertlkal rights 
upon landfess fa rm wodm who had 
built (heir dweflings upon unoccupied 
government lend was also enacted and 
conferred owrsership ri^ts upon such 
farm-workers who had Mill uieir dwell* 
inis one year or more prior to lursi 2 i. 

lAo. 

L. R. code amended 


The State Government made some 
imponant amendemenn in the Madhya 
Prac^ land Revenue Code by an 
enKtment which, among other things. 


fraudulently acquired he would arrange 
for its restoration to Its original owner or 
his heirs. The possessor who failed to 
deliver possession of such land could be 
arrested and detained for three months 
under civil imprisonment. The detainee 

Could be freed from imprisonment ear¬ 
lier should he relinguisK possession in 
(he meanwhile. 

The amended Code also removed 
some difficulties experienced in survey 
and settlement. 

Provision repealed 


When ircame to government’s notice 
that some former Jagirdar of the erst* 
while state of Vindhya Pradesh had 
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appti«d for of land, taking 

advaniage of a lacuna in the Abolition of 
jagirs Act of the former state of Vindhya 
Pr^esh, which had failed to set a 
ttme-hmit for making apc^rcalions for 
allotment of lar^, i he government abo* 
lished (he provision altogether by 
amertding (he original act 

The original act provided for the 
allotment of far>d to such of the Ck* 
lagirdas who had private agricuitufal 
plots of la nd below i he presc rtbed I imit 
and many of them continued to make 
appMcat^orvs fur such allolrTwni. Uniler 
the (hanged circurfistar>ces, ft was neith¬ 
er equ liable r>or practical to allot land to 
them as sw h altotment would have left 
r>o land for allofmer^i lo ihe landless. The 
provisiors was. therefrxc. done away 
with 

Twenty Point Programme 

The State Govemrr>eni, soon alter 
assuming office, decided to re-launch 
the Twenty Point Programme 
announced by ihe Pome Minister, Smt. 
IfKlira Oandhi A new law was enacted 
to implement It Undent the Revenue 
Inspector circle level of committees 
were ^onsiiiuted ar>d given staiuiory 
powers for Mtdemen! of encroachmems 
made upon abadi Und, allotment of 
hou se s ites lo rura I people, sett lement of 
ontroachments upon unoccupied gov- 
ornmer^t land ur^er the act conferring 
ownership rights upon homesteads built 
by landless farm-workers and the allot¬ 
ment of ceiling surplus land. 

A) so enacted was a I aw for Ihe estab • 
llshmeni of the Stale Seed and Farms 
C orpurat I on to ensure supply of ce rtdied 
seeds in sufficient quantities to farmers 
of the state 

Other Measures 

When it came to government's notice 
that timely payment of compensation for 
land acquired by Town Improvement 
Trusts was not made for various rea>ons, 
0>e government amended the act reg* 
ulatingsufh Trusts, stipulating rh« pay¬ 
ment ^u^lerest at the rate of b% per 
annum on such overdue amounts. The 
amended act also provided for the re¬ 
covery as arrears of land revenue of 
sums due to the Town Improvement 
Trusts. 

The initiative for the appointment of 
Lokayukta was first taken in 1974, when 
the Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha 
adopted a bill for ihe purpose, which 
was sent for Presidential asserst. The 
Union Government at that time was 
reviewing the central bill on this subject 
ar>d Ihe f^hya Pradesh bili was. th^e- 
fore, sent back to the slate for the 
reconsideration of the slate government. 
The Lokayukta bill was again introduced 
in the Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha m 
October 1979 but it lapsed following 
dissufutron of the Assembly. 

The Governor in his inaugural address 
loihe preser>l Vidhan iiabha had 
announced that his government would 
consider the appointment of tokyukra in 



the trUerests of keepirsg the admmistra* 
iiort clean. Ihe State t^vernmenim 
fulfilmem of this assurance given by the 
Cuvernoi, intrrxiuced the Inyayukla bill 
in the Vidhan Sabha which adopted il 
after some amersdinenis. 

Measure lo Cnd Dacoily 

As a part of the dnve to end for ever 
the age-old menace of dKoriy. govern* 


propeny so acquired, the said ordi¬ 
nance has now been replaced by an Act 
of the State Legisl atu re with the mod if i* 
caiton that kirmapping has been made 
an offence independeni of dacoity to 
meet menance of kidnapping 

The Governor has amended section 
165 of the Madhya Pradesh Land Re- 
venue Code 1959 {20 of J 959) which 
provides that right of a Shumiswami, 
ocher than a Bhumrswami belonging to a 
tribe which has been declared to be an 
aboriginal tribe, sl>aM not be iransfered 
to a person not belongingto aboriginal 
tribe without prior permission of the 
Collector. Trannsfers which were made 
prior to 9.6.1960 are required to be 
ratified bv the Collector The amend' 
ment shall have effect in scheduled areas 
of the Slate. 

Ahrishik foi Uchchatam Seema Adhi- 
niyam, 1 96 1 has been enacted which 
provides that no holder shall as from 
29.1.1961 beentidedto hold forest land 
in excess of 21.85 hectares. It further 
provides for vesting of surplus land in the 
State Government on payment of com¬ 
pensation. The Vidhan Sabha has also 
enacted the Madhya Pradesh Cement 
Apmishran N i varan Adhi niyam, 1961 in 
(he last session. With a view to prevent 
adulteration of cement with any other 
cementatious material. With the en¬ 
forcement of th is act the traders will not 
be able to deceive innocent vrilagert by 
selling cementatious material in 
na me of cement. It is now await! ng the 
assent of the Governor. 

Over the past one and a half yeara, the 
government has brought about several 
radical legislative measures to protect 
(he interest of the weaker sections of 
society ar>d to end exploitation and 
oppression. These are bour>d to have 
far-reaching ef^b and their forefuf 
impfemencation would not merely en- 
sure for (he weaker sectioni dignity of 
life and Hberty but brli^ about evert 
fundamental changes in social reia- 
i»oftships. . ,. V. 


meni promulgated last nvonth an ordi- 
r>ance which seeks to protect those who 
come to the aid of (he police by inform¬ 
ing them of the whereabouts and the 
acliviiies of the dacoits. Under the ordi¬ 
nance such persons will be deemed to 
be public servants and afforded protec¬ 
tion accordingly. 

It povided ior the selling up of special 
courts to try offerKes 1 1 sted in the ordi¬ 
nance. Th(M charged with such off¬ 
ences are not to be given anticipatory 
bail and are not lo be normally bailed 
out should the prosecution oppose riie 
gra nt of bail to them. 

The ordinance enhances ihe punish¬ 
ment prescribed for various offences 
listed ursder itio TO years' imprisonment 
and fine and also provides that a mini- 
mem term of three years* imprisonment 
would be a warded to those found guilty. 
Among the offences listed are prove- 
ndering of dacoits. acting as intermedi¬ 
ary in the payment of ransom, spying for 
dacoits or helprrtg them in any ocKer way 
artd acqu iring fi nanc la I gams from these 
activities. 

The ordinarKe also provkies for 
punidiirtg those who acquire prrweiiy 
beyond their known sources of irtcome 
in the areas brought under the purview 
of the ordinance. The District Magistrate 
can issue show cause notice lo si.^ a 
person and attach hrs property and 
should such a person fail to om satis* 
factory expUnanon he could be prose¬ 
cuted in a court of law. The court 
besides sentencing such an offend lo 
imprisonment, shall also confiscate the 
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BY 1. P. Kundu 

Chtff C^nertl Manager 

S.B.K, Bhopat _ 

The year 1961 marked the Silver lobnlee 
oi the formatiort of Ihe itaie. IncidenUfy 
it was also the Internallonal Year of the 
Disabled. It is in this context that we 
need lo do some introspection. How has 
the bank fared m ns function as a (ataiyst 
ol nonomic changed And how well has 
the bank been able to blend its business 
goals with social obligations^ 

The needs of the siaie were many; the 
problems and areas that required bank* 
ing support were peculiar and vast. 

There svere li) low mdex of mfrastruc* 
ture, (iiMaUor^uchas low levels of 
irrigation and Consumption of (emliser 

C reventmg hicher agncullfal output, tiio 
iw industrialisation despite ample 
minerals, forests and other resources, 
and (Ivl far*flur>g villages, low level r>f 
literacy, poverty ar>d stagnation. The 
operations of State Bank cover all these 
major areas of cunc en. 

The scale of S6t operations cais be 
clubbed under 5 heads: advances to 
smalt business, advances to agneutiure. 
advances to industries, advarnes under 
TP€P and SBTs Innovative Banking 

Schemes. 

Advances to 5maff Business; lendings 
granted under this head cover road 
transport operators, retail traders, small 
businessmen, self-employed persons 
I ike architects. engir>eers, medical prac* 
tiiiours. lawyers ar>d other professionals. 
The lotal credit prwided under Small 
Business Finance in the state is Rs 31.94 
crores'and covers over St ,000 
accouunis. The share of cr^it provided 
to transport operators is S4 per cent of 
the advances covering nearly 8.000 
accounts. 

AtfvarKes to Agriculfure: Advances to 
this segment constitute the largest share 
of SBTs total advances as we have been 
a pioneer in lerwfing support to agricul¬ 
ture since 1968. In 19^1 theempnasfs 
was laid or^ an irstegrated area approach, 
soon followed by A^culhjral D^op- 
ment Branches, B>e1irst of which was set 
upitOthlrsdwaraln 1973. Popularly 
knowrs as ADBs. these banfiini outWso 
act chiefly as catalysts In the process of 
Jnttnsfve rural devflopmtrH. Today wt 
have 31 speefel BrvKhes In the state 
ptovkbnf compr^ieniive support Ip v1- 
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able agricultural activities and covering 
•many contiguously situated villages wit- 
n in ineir areas of operation. This apart, 
there are 19 branches with Agricultural 
Banking Divisions similarly staffed arsd 
engaged, besides other rural and semi- 
urban branches for Ihe purpose Total 
finance lo agrrculfure amnunis so far lo 
Rs 7l.^6crorvsandcoversover 
1.65.OOUaccounts. Special farming acii- 
vines clubbed under 'aftiedatuicuJtural 
aciiviues” like arsimal husbandry, cattle 
breeding, dairy farming, sericulture, pig¬ 
gery. poultry, horticulture etc. together 
with modernisation of farms are in¬ 
cluded in tiui bank linaru e 
SBI s prioniy sector adva nc es to agricui • 
lurvm the slate have achieved 53 per 
cent a nd thi s is far in excess of the 
siipu lated norm of 40 per cent. By lune 
198 i the ba nk *s lendings to m inor i rriga* 
lion came to Rs 37 20 cnares Kcountmg 
for over SO per cent of SBI finance to 
agriculture The bankas also disbursed 
nearly half (45%>of its agricultural 
finance to small and marginal famsers 
comprising about 60 per cent of the total 
nu mber onand holders. Thus, c redits for 
farm mechanisation' and 'allied agri¬ 
cultural activities' stood by lune T 981 at 
' Rs 1 08croeesandRs2.02crores 
, respectively. 

AdvMfKti to Industries. Of the lotaf 
non-food advances, the bank's share of 
indusiiral advarKes is about 40 per cent. 
Advances lo big urtits rn both pubk and 
private sectors account for Rs 62.9 lacs. 
SiKcesshrl impfementaiion of a piloe 
scheme for financing small scale irdus* 
tries from 19S6 erKouraged the bank (o 
introduce in 1959 a 'liberalised scheme' 
of assisurKe. From 1968 the Iptrep- 
reneur Scheme came to expand farther 
d>e scope of liberal ised cr^il fK i litres to 
all, irKludfng village industries ar>d the 
liny sector. 

Advances under 20 point Econofnic 
Progrwime: Nearly 12 points under rhh 
sumad have direct relevance to the 
Banking system. Madhya Pradnsh is 
predom inantly agricultural and the rural 
sector has thereofre received greater 
attention. Under minor irrigation the 
bank has helped over 1,00.000 farmers 
to an extent of Rs STcrores-of which 
nearly Rs 28 crores has gone to small 
and marcir^al farmers. IV bank hopes to 
commit Rs lOcrorgshathebeneflciaries 
of the Programme^ 1982. 


D I R. Scheme; The bank has made 
sigmfi6ani progress under Differential 
Imerevi Rate Scheme of Concessional 
lendings (Interest 4% p.a. 711 to econo* 
rnicallv and socially backward persons 
and IN present advances to them star>d ai 
Rs 4.7S crores constituting above 1 per 
cent of the total advances as against the 
stipulaied Grivernments norm of I pet 
cent 

RegKma/ Rural Banks: According to the 
Regional Rural Banks Acl of 1976. there 
are now 12 Regional Rural banks*of 
which h are sponsored by SBI covering 
11 distnc is arid running 190 offices. 
Their total firsance is nearly Rs 6.70 
crores covering about 83.000 accounts. 

Srare Bank Cramodaya Pro/ect $Bt laun< 
rhed an iniegtated rural development 
programme in 1977*now called Cramo* 
daya Project* m the v 11 lages of Madhya 
Pradesh. By the end of lune 1981 rtcarly 
1918 households (out of 49S7J were 
covered ur>der the original scheme ex* 
fjcndmg about Rs 50 99 lacs and under 
the secorid phase 853 Households as 
against 3866 have been covered and 
financial assistance given amounted to 
Rs 39.74 lacs. 

fntrepreneujaf Devefopmenf Program¬ 
me. Since 1978 SBI has conducts 4 
such programmes, irairved over 83 
candidates in industrial management 
and sanctioned loans of Rs 41 26 lacs to 
15 entrepreneurs. 

R6 0Fund: Startmgin 1977. a research 
and development fund ol Ks 5 crores and 
subsequently a fu rther su m of Rs 2.6 
crores were made available for the 

K rpove. Also SBI has sjnetiursed Rs 6. S 
.stoj. N. K. V. V. atlabalpurtosetup 
a chair in 'Agricultural Economics and 
Rural Development'. 

Equity Fund Scheme: Under this Kheme 
SBI has sanctioned interest-free loans of 
Rs 9.20 lacs lo 29 units. 

fnrsovat/ve Banking: Innovative banking 
strives to impart humarmess and neigh¬ 
bour! Iness to commercial activities. 
Among many developmental program¬ 
mes SBi has rehabilitated over lOO 
disabled people through Its assistance. 

$01 IS rn search of new avenues for 
improving Its organisational set-up, sys¬ 
tems. procedures and the qualtity of 
sennee to the banking community. 
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AOvtniMri TMtura 


An offbeat travelogue 


fTTOvTsJiv 

Tuy^«m tWIiHj'iivni. 

Cwpqf<tio^ _ 

We \ Wp In ktrdHM* |rmc«. wli«*n ihv 
Qtut 1w msnconfitrfniiv rvAiv* tint' who 
l» conventlundl fifri uni'^ky jrid 

tv«nii f)tfJ«semons(,ious. fof insrit/xv, 
offbtJl tourt art* the rfune thing thekc 
dftvi Y«f, due ro the va»nesb the 
ceuntry end itt profui^on of ae»theii< 
wealth, there are places that have vel to 
be exposed lo the streams of package 
tourish or indK ^duaU who pride them* 
yelve> on nor foinmg the herd. Such 
pfai ey may lack plamotjr but they c arrv 
tracer ol ihe p«ivi almost |X)iHnantlY 
Or^e's ,M)ptc<Mtion of tf>«*in is not mhi* 
bitwl by imonc'o|«ions forced on nr>e 
by K'Jides and btxrks. For vwiW to such 
places are partic uUrlv roireshing. The 
sol ^ I ude t hat open s ou 11 he wav of 
searching one s uwn answers, thcMon* 
lart w>th natureand art, as vci remote 
from (hu beaier) path, mviill in urx* a 
sense f>i wonder. 

Madhya Pradesh abounds m sue h 
places—placcs like Orcha Alter making 
a short detour vi about 10 kik)meoes on 
the road from Agra to Kha^uraho and 
after (rossmu a bodge of mans arches 
we arrive at the mediaeval titv of 
Orchha. Past numerous lempfes and 
through a vvirrding path, there he the 
magnificent palaces of lehangir Mahal 
and Raja M ana I A si ran ge n a me for the 
dwellir^B of a Bundeia Raiou> ruler 
History tells us ^at 8n Smgh Oe<) 
(1603*27' had Abul Fa/I murdered m 
Antri, near Gwalior, in order to ingraii* 
ate himself to Jehangir. Akbar's armies 
attacked and took rhe fortresseasifv. bur 
Bir Singh Deo escaped and lived to rule. 
He left whind some of the finest speci* 
mens of Hindu architecture in the coun- 
try. The ceilings and walls ot the Raja 
Mahal and Laxmi Mandir are valuable 
specimens of Bundela paintings. mar>v 
erf which were destroy^ by the fires fit 
by British troops The real charm of 
Orchha can, however, be experienced 
only *f one spends the night in that 
poriton of Ihe palace which has been 
convened mto a Rest House its enor¬ 
mous rooms with high ceilings, silver* 
framed mirrors, furniture in use then and 
the magnificeni view of the spired ciiy, 
together with the waters of the Betwa in 
the distance, can be a memorable ex* 
perience. in Orchha, you enter a 
mediaeval city, unlike other places 
where you tnerely notice mediaeval 
monuments..Orchha may even tempt 
one to put off Kha | u raho for the next tr ip, 

Next to Khajuraho. SarKhi is the 
62 


brfu««t tnuriir draw In Madhya Pradeah. 
A trip lu kanchl umalfy Involves pasalng 
through BhoptI, but perhaps few people 
knimrihat UNijijurAnd BhimbethM, 
only an hnur’x drive away, have a 
t < Kiij)pl 11 Mg a n rat tN sn of thtH r own. 

Bhoipur has an me tMOjrfHe Shaivlie 
temple supposed itr have been burlt by 
Kaja Bh<ijofDhar|luiO*31j, Agreal 
warrior, who spent most of his Uh 
fiehtmg, Bhoj stands second only to 
vVamaditya as a great scholar ard 
patrctfi of the arts The Philosopher king, 
true to the great traditrons of many a 
Hindu monarch, had the welfare of his 
subjects as brs prime concern. The ntad 
to BhOfpur paevOv itirou^ Ihe ru*os of • 
the gig.ini«c dam construe led bv 8h(g. A 
Mdiural nog erf hills 1*01 ire .1 low*lving 

whii h hjs only two gaps Enormous 
dams wem* tiuilt tw Bh<»| at toss tins 
en< luscxf urea irf 2 sU ujuare milm, 
which wash lied wi I hwaH*f The smaller 
dam was tIeMruyed by Hrwhang Shah 01 
Ma Ivs a Legend has»t thai ihts was done 
I n a tit uf passion, because < )ne of his 
suns was drowned m (he lak«*. 

A sense oi wonder is dram at ic a lly 
replaced by awe when one enters the 
temple and is (isnfforged with the* 
spec tacienf ihegiganiK Imgam, 7 '/i lecH 
high, with a< ircumfen^rveot I ? feet 
and B inches, sfarnling rm .1 pUitftMrD 
21 ''y feet square No teligiou- lieliei is 
required to venerate this form. The great 
symbol of primal life*fQrcc comoels re* 
verence* Arourvlihe hrsgamarethefftur 

massive pillars forty feet In height sup* 
(sorting an rncomptete, bur richtv carved 
dome (Xiisi^il^temple are sculptures 
iymg half'finishcdand still standir>g 
through Ihe r entunn is the earthen rarnp 
used tu lift Stones to rhe Shikhara A 
short distar^ce away, engraved into rock, 
are the architectural ’blue prints'. Walk* 
ing around, one feels that the wodeers 
have broken off for lunch add will 
return Had ihcy completed the work. 

Ihe temple would have had few rivals m 
India 



BhPlpur litf a ftw milei oH the 
BhupaVHoshiniahgd road, Travel I ini 
a l(;n| 1 h ii road hr a nother forty fn Ingin, 
the hllli 01 Bhimbeihka come Into view, 
f hfx Ii how they mu it have itruck V, S, 
Wakankar, archaeologlit! iftlit and aei« 
Iheta, when he first kiw them from a 
train. Uier, ha returned to explore and 
discover one of the most celebrated 

8 roup> of painted rock shelters of pre* 
ittoric Irjpia. Every year scholars from 
Europe and lapan come here to pay 
homage to Bhimbethka. There are over 
4CiO pamted rock shelters In Bhimbethka 
and one can spend a moment or a month 
there depending on one’s own interest. 
The most wei(*known is the Zoo' n^k, 
which has A (M noram a ol men afxf 
animals m myriad forms* hunting, done * 
iMg, in bailie and m prayer, in styles that 
range from (he ufrper Painolllhic 10 the 
lady Historic Even for tlmse 10 whom 

E jintings provide liilie interest, the 
uge, bicarre*shaprd black rocks, set* 
ting off the delicate green leaves, are 
cr'rtam to provide i visual feast. 

K**turning to Bhctpaf from Bhoipur and 
Bhimbethka, one can drive to Sanchi the 
next day. While the call of Ihe carved 
Toranasof Ihe Stupa Is irresistible, one 
can drive around and savour the lesser 
known spots as well, like Vidhha, the 
merchant cilv, which the emperor Asho* 
ka gifiiiJ his wife. And there, highly* 
skilled ivory workers carved the Tora* 
rus. The museum in Ihe city has some 
unique pieces, the most spKtacular 
being the massive Kubera idol. Close by 
K Heliodorus’ Pillar, which proclaims 
the Greek’s conversion to Hinduism 
when he visited the court of King Bha* 
gabhadra of Vidisha as an ambassador, 
further on are the Udaigki caves visited 
by Chandragupta M after his successful 
campaign against the Western Kshatra* 
pas. In a cave stands Varaha*colossaI, 

22 feet taN, broad<he$ted, triumphantly 
raising an exquisitely delicate Prithvl. 
Here indeed the imperial Gupta might is 
personified. Other caves have numerous 
rmages worth spending time on, paKicu- 
iarlyJhe recfming Vishnu and a spirited 
Durga Mahisasurmardmi. 

Udaigiri, Bhojpur, Bhimbethka and 
Ore h ha are but a few random exampi es 
out of hundreds that exist rn this vast 
state cf Madhya Pradesh. These offbeat 
places have an atmosphere, history ar>d 
aesthetic attraction wnlch cannot be 
found in any other celebrated monu* 
mer*t. Sitting In a cave or before a figure 
m sublime repose, one cannot but im« 
perceptibly be blessed with a touch of 
(he tranquilllitty that their creators pos¬ 
sessed. 






New Initiatives in Culture 
Madhya Pradesh 


Toevolvt intefp^ied policy on 
culture, effecico-ordiiidtion betweert 
var^^ actors and aftenc les o( cul tore, 
monitor various programmes ai'd ear* 
mark separaie resources and ensure 
Miequale atlontw at the level oi Cov* 
ernment, the Stale Governinem had in 
^uAusl 1 980 carved out a separate 
Jepanmemof Culture. Tt>e new depart* 
ment includes the Oirectorates of I an* 
tMges, Archaeology arKi Museums and 
^Meitccrs and items relating to arts and 
uhuro, including edmathjrsoMinv arts 
.Old music, which hove since been 
iranslerrcd from the Oepanments of 
iducalion ar>d l-^ublicity to Ihe new 
Department. 

An advisory board corHivtrng of sever* 
11 top rarskmgoxrtertv. njrrH>ly, Pandit 
<umar Candharva, Shn Habib Tanveer. 
>hfi 6. V. Karanrh. Shn I, Swaminathan. 
^rof. $. C Dulte, Dr. Shivmangal Singh 
'Suman', bhnShrikant Vorm.i. Shri 
vSani Kaul. Smi Gulbardhan. etc. has 
)een constituted under thvChair* 
nansh I p of I ho Chief Minister, who 
inids the portfolionf Culture. Ihe plan 
or the promoll on of (heads mcUirk'd m 
he S ixth I'la n fyon »sa I s has bivn 
ipproved by this Board. 

1 he Slate (iovnrn ment has at < epini 
he foitowing tp he the cardinal oh|rc* 
ives of our ^Ik y on culture:- 
IIj Preservation and cortservation of 
cultural traditions; 

I2i Expansion of resources and oppor* 
tunittesfor free and honourable 
growth of the arts; 

(1) Special effoPs for pfcsurvalion lo 
ail theii richness and authenticity of 
trihal and folk culture. 

(4) Wider dissemination of various 
forms of culture; 

(5) Reorganisation and expan Sion of 
education and training in plastic arsd 
performing arts; 

(b) Special support for rare art forms, 
styles, etc. 

A new programme for {vorrvyion of 
ns has been prepared which aims at 
?al I sing these object ives by better ui i* 
Mtion of existing facifities and infras- 
ijciure. and by making substantial 
ddiUonal effrjns both in hunnan and 
nar)cial resources. 

The programme makes an effort 
ot oniy to preserve and conserve Use 
%» heritage but also to provide oppor* 
mlty for sifnlhcanl work in creative arts 
rtd to eenerally evolve a mpomve 
uIiumT milieu at the same time. 

While mak ing every poHible effu r to 


protect culture In all Its particularity in 
the State, caiv would be taken to provide 
foe en rtchi rsg it artd for irtter-active con¬ 
tacts with iii national stream 

The riew prugramnie is divided in b 
broad heads namely:* 

(I) Munour and support. 

U> Wider dissemination; 

(i) Preservation arsd expansion of 
tradition; 

(4} New developments; 

(S) Reorganisationoffineartand 
music e&catKin, 

Ibl Support ky non*official initiatives. 
One oi the crucial instruments of the 
new policy is bringing people and the 
arK closer by organising wide exposure 
to the arts throughout liW state. Besides 
the annual cvcfKs like M P ArtsExhiN* 
tiun. M P Music Festival. M. P. Iheatre 
f<*s1iv«>l and M P, folk Ails I estival 
which arc rdaled in different towns of 
the ^ate, a new senes of ex|iositii>ns has 
been planned arxf substantially me 
pfementvd by discovenng vast and un¬ 
suspected audien< es for wious coniem* 
porjry ,irt throughout the State. 

Madhya Pradesh is perhaps the first 
state in the Country to have initiated the 
following:* 

111 An annual Natrona I Award of 
Rupi'cs orse lakfi for creative ads. the 
tirst awanhif KaJrdax Samman as *l is 
lallerf for Ihe year I980*fit, wasKiven 
in musicians namelv Pandit Mallikar* 
jun Mansur iDHarwari arvf ^ri 
Scmangudi Sfinivas lyyar (Madrasi 
Instead of splittirsg the sum of Rs. one 
Jakh into two equal shares, the Guv* 
ernment of Madhya Pradesh dec Ided 
to give Rs, poe lakh to eac h r>( them. 
Kalidas Sarriman 1981 *62 has been 
awanied to Shn K, G. Subramanyam 
for visual arts. 

f2) Three chairs for creativi* writers in 
residence have been i nstituted m 
Madhya Pradesh ai Sagar, Uij&in and 
Bhopal arsd three Hindi writers of 
emirterKe namely Shri Harr Shankar 
Parsai Shri y>amsher Bahadur Singh 
and Nirmal Verma have bmt invited 
to h<^d these chairs, Each of them i> 
being paid Rs. 2.000 per nKmth with 
free accomortalion arid secretarial 
assistance. 

0) A Museum of Modem Art which 
would I rKlude contemporary art, Inli* 
al and folk art wr>rkx hii been set up m 
BhcttJ with Shri |, Swaminaihan as 
the Director. No Slate CapiUl has a 
museum of this kif>d where contem¬ 
porary a tt and folk and inba I arts arc 
cxhihiiedtog c ihcr. 


(4) A State Theatre Rep^ory Com¬ 
pany has been sec up with a view lu 
professional ise iheaif ical work in 
Madhya Pradesh and to provide good 
contemporary theatre to 4S districts of 
! the State. Shri 6. V. Karanth has 
joined as the Director. Twenty actors 
selected from all over ihe State have 
been recruited. 

tSi A library of Indian Poetry has been 
set up which would include books 
and lecordings of poetry from 14 
Indian languages. 
lb| A high leveMrainlrig irwiilutein 
(>hrupad style uf musk has been 
established wilh Ustad ifia Pariddun 
DagarasitsOirvcIor, Training in 
gutU'^hishya tradillnn is to slarl 
shortly 

Several steps have bi<en taken m the 
field of tribal and foik arts in Madhya 
Pradesh. These are < 
til A slau* Aca^k'my for Tnhal and f olk 
Alishas linen H*i up. 

Oil Ri*gional folk Arts Festivals in 
Chhattisgarchi, BundelkhandiBoghof* 
khandhi, Maivi arsd Nimadi atcK'ing 
ixganiscd in a scries of annual events; 
Onl A folk arIM of Marsdla Shri Mohd. 
bharil has hcon asvordAl Cliakr.tdhar 
Fellovk'sbip for (rcaiivc work m folk 
music and Jarsec. I he fellowship car¬ 
ries Rs. 1 .(XXV* pet monilv 
trvj A s< heme of survey and dcKu* 
mentatiDn of folk aris of various re¬ 
gions IS under proparatioo. 

Artisi Welfan^ 

1, Ihe minimum and (K(* n>ax I mum 
amouol s of mon i li ly fi n«i nc lal assi st • 
ance iu writers .mti artists under indi¬ 
gent circumstances have been in¬ 
creased to R s I (HV* a nd 500^- Nea rfy 
2CI0wtiterv. musii lans, dancers, folk 
performers i*tr arebonefu laiim and 
Rs fourlakh IS being spent annual!v. 

2, A Welfare Fund tor Artists is fieirig 
setup With an initial contiibution ot 
Rs une lakh from Government with a 
view to pruvkfing assistance to nmly 
artistsforfong illness, acerdenis etc 

3, A Holiday Home kx Writers a nr I 
Art Ids IS being set up in Pjochmarhi, a 
hdl station of Madhya Pt.idish and a 
resHlential complex is jiroixiserf lobe 
devcHoped rn Blxipal, 

Honour and support.- 
Ill BeSMfpstix'annual Nalianai 
Award for creative arts, three slate 
level aw.-tedsof Rs. 2t.00U/* each for 
literaiuru, plastic and performing?arts 
called 'Shikhar Sam man' have 
instituted. For 19BU-B1 Shri 0. | . Joshi 
(visual arts). Sisri Kartikotaon (djne**). 
Shri Shrikant Varma lliieratum) Jiui for 
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AdvcrtiMr's taatgr* 


7 991 *8^ Shff Dub^ (thNW) 

Shri laydeo Raghe! (vikialart$und 
Shri Shant (literature). 

(3) Fellow^hipS| for your)g arii$b. 
Three Mlow)hip$>one each for mu^ic. 
lilerature and visual arts*are offered 
every year to young creative minds for 
carryirsg on their pursuits without 
financial difficulties. 

Pace-selling hstituiions-^ 

KAlid»i Akademi at Ujfain iv olanning 
to have a Natya Mandap as per i)ie 
norms ot Bharata's Natya Shjstia. Ii 
would also lievelop a musi>uni lU Sans¬ 
krit Theatre 

UstadAfituddir S.ingit Mafk'ntiw 
also being stren^'henrd M will publish 
books on Ustarf Alauddin Khan, Pandit 
Kumar Oandharva. UstadRaiabAU 
Khan, Raia Bhaiya Puni hhwafe etc. 
Besides organising (ho annual Uslad 
Allauddin Khan Memorial Music Festival 
at Maihar, M has urg^iiiised a seminar- 
Lum*testival called tai Prasang AFC’s 
tival called Uitaradhikar featuring youn¬ 
ger d iH. I ptes of 1 he gf ea 10 hara na of 
Ustad Allauddrn Khan hjs also been 
planned. Its ctualeily series of concerts 
introduc ing lour young music ian> pic k- 
edup from all over I he country i$ tvmg 
pursued vigorously 
A Chakradhat Nritya Kendra has been 
set up for providing high level training 
facilities m classical dance, predomi¬ 
nantly in Kaihak It will alscr preserve the 
heriiagc of Raigarh, The old master Shn 
Kartik Ram has taken over as the 
Director, 

Wider dissemination— 
in 1960-81,3S districts out 45 tn 
Madhya Pradesh witnessed the festival 
of classical music. classical darsce ar>d 
folk arts. Out of these 6 divisional head 
Quarters had a senes of multi-arts festival 
fesatunns classical music, classical 
dance, theatre, poeiry, paintings and 
sculpture In a snort period of one mortlh 
begirningfromjanuarv 1981 as 
many as 25 festivals were organised. 
Entrance fee to all performances 
throughout the State was Wept at very 
low rate tickets. 

(n ! 98.1 -82 a li the 4 5 di stricts a re 
being covered- 

3o(^ Clubs:- 50 book clubs have 
been established In SO towns 
ar>d district headquarters for pro* 
vidir^g forums for discussion of 
important works of creative writ¬ 
ing and critfcrsm i.n Hindr. Each 
club is Riven a grant. Besides, a 
panel cowriters and critics 
selects the book of the month. 
Jovm^h: Two journals 'Poorvagraha' 
a birmonptly review of criticism 
devoted to tnc arts and Uteriure 
and a cultural mur>thly 'Kalavar- 
la' are pubtisKed by Madhya 
Prade^ KalaPanshad. Madhya 
Pradesh Sahltya Pan shad brings 
out a monthly 'baksbatkar' de¬ 
voted to Jrivrature 
Madhya Pradesh now organises the 
following seven All*1r>dia Festivals of 
Nalinnal importance:- 


(1) Kafidas Sarrsaroh: Ujiain— 

A festival of classical and traditional 
theatre, an eihibihon of an andan 
in-depih encounter of scholars, resear- 
chervetc. 

Dural lonv: 7 days. 

(2) Tansen $amaroh;Gwalior— 

A festival of classical music m five 
concerts 1 cm thiee days with an audience 
as strong as 20 thousand 
Ouration fdays. 
iltUtsav Hhupal— 

A mulh-anslcslival ivatunng < lossical 
music. (lassa.if d.siHr* theatre. Irallet, 
UWk trirms. (uc’try n’ading>, cshilMoon of 

IKimlingseti 

[>u»atM»n; ^<kiys 

t4) Kh«i|ur.0Hi DaiK«'Fcsuval Kha- 
luraho* 

T he bigg«^t exv lusis e dan^ e fcsi ival of 
lbs* louiiirv featuring several styles and 
daiNers, ermneni.siw young, from all 
over (be i iHfniry 

t9i Ust.Ml Afaudihn Khan MirnKMial 
Mush r»’shv<il M.kih>ii— 

A thnr day (mght longt u*stivafof 
classical Mus«c ar^daruf. 

Duration 7 Jays 

(8> Natiortal Hindi Theatre Festival 
Bhopal-^ 

A festival toatunng the best seven 
productions in Hino» from all over the 
country from important theatre Centres 
WH h as IVIhi, Calcutta. Bomftav. Luck* 
miw, Uipur. Patna eti. 

Duration* 7 days. 

<7) f>urlabh Vedya Vmod. Bhopal— 

A lest I va I in S concerts teat ur mg rare 
musKal instruments soch as 5ur>Mr(. 
lyai. Tat Shabnai, Sanioor. Sarangi, lal 
Tarang etc 

Duration, idays. 

Bharat Bhavan 
Bharat Bhavan has been 
desigrsed by the famous 
architect Charles Correa and is estimated 
so cost Bs. f.FBcnores.lts floor area 
IS about 1.20 Lakh square feet. 

Bharat BKavan is going to be a unique 
complex not only in Madhya Pradesh 
but perhaps in the whole country. It 
would house several pace-setting irKtitu* 
tionsot natrorsal importarKe relating to 
visual arts, theatre, poetty. music, folk 
and tribal aits. 

4 The scheme 1$ as under > 

0) tfOOPANKAR:\x is a 

Museum of Art which would 
include not only modern art but 
also fol k and tribal arts from al I 
over Irsdia. Shri |. Swaminaihan 
(S the Director and there is an 
Advisory Committee fully emp¬ 
owered to look after th is. It 
includes Shri M, f. Hussain. 

9hri Ram Kumar. Shri Akbar 
Padamsee. Shri Krishen Khan- 
na. Shn Gulam Mohammed 
Shotkh, etc A massive cam¬ 
paign to cnJleci fnfk artd tribal 
an works from 20 distxlcis of 
Madhya Pradesh with the help 
of art students and experts has 


just been organfied- Many top* 
ranking artists of Che coOhtiy 
have given their works for me 
Museum, including some very 
important ones on Tong term 
loan 

(2) VA GARTH.* It Is Ulb- 

rary of Poetry rela ting to a 11 the 
14 Indian lan^ages. Besides 
books, it would also have col- 
lech ons of recordings, docu¬ 
ments. photographs, etc., of 
poet*, ot all Indian languages. 

An Advisory panel consisting of 
several lop-rank>ng pools arm 
cnlKS. suihas Dr. V. R. Anan- 
thamurlhylKannad), Dr. Kedar 
Naih SirMh {Ihniii). Ali Sardar 
lain lUrou), Dr HirenGohain 
(Assamese) Dr Ayyappa Panik- 
kar iMalayalam), Shri C. M. 
Sheikh tCujarathi), Dr, Atar 
Singh (F^niabi), Shn Subhash* 
Mokhopaohyaya (BenKali), Shri 
Siiakant Mahapalra (Oriya), etc. 
are members. 

(3) ANHAO: A Library of classical 
and folk musk. It would have 
rollecticios of records, tapes 
and other materrais relatmg to 
imponani musioans and folk 
musicians from all over the 
country An impressive collec* 
lion of classical recitals under 
the possession of Madhya 
Pradesh Kaia Parishad would be 
iransferredihore 

141 ANTARANCarulBAHIRANC: 
The State Theatre Repertory 
Madhya Pradesh Rang Mahal 
headed by Shn 6. V. Karanth 
with 20 full time actors from 
Madhya Pradesh has been 
found^. It has a closed 
door auditorium called 'Antar- 
ans' and an open air theatre 
called 'Bahirang' in the Bhavan. 
Fventuafly It is proposed to 
have a Museurn of Indian 
Theatre attached to rt. 

(5) MtfT: A Library and Archives 
of Fine of Fine Arts which, 
besides books arid pubileatfons, 
would a Iso endeavour to col lect 
correspondence, statements 
and other relevant materlaJ re¬ 
lating to am. 

ib] KAUSHAi: There would be 
NvorWshops refati ng to gra phlcs, 
paintings, sculpture, ceramics 
and theatre. Artists and students 
of Madhya Pradesh would be 
trained. 

(7) AkVAS: There is a place 
for an artist In residence. >t is 
erwisa^ that eve^ year a 
top-rai^ing musician, a theatre 
man. a film maker, an artist, 
etc., wouldbeirwltedtobein 
residence for a rrtonth or two 
and he or«he would be com- 
^etely documerxed but would 
be provided with fKlIftiesto 
cariy or) with other pureyiM a# 
welf, 



Bharat Bhavan 



<>v«rlooh!ing a hlg lake in Rhtipal, a ol reiofflings, documents, photographs. ASHKAM—There wouM be a place 

huge cultijre torrtptev ranted Rharat poMe^s etc. of poets from aN over the for art artist in resi^ncu. It is envi^ed 
Shavan has gradually come up. De> couritry. Anedvisory panelconstsKng of that every a top'ranking musician, a 
Signed by Charles Correa, the remwned several Ujp-ranlilng poets arsd critics as theatre man. a him maker, an artist or 
architet l. Bharai Rhavan. with a tiaal members has also been constituted, such a person of eminence would be 
plinth area of 1^. tlX) square metres, is They are: Dr. U. R. Ananthamurty iKan* invited lo be in residence lor a nvxith or 
esiimated to emt Rs. I.JO crores. nada). Or. Kedar Nath Singh (Hirsdil. 4wo and he or she would lx* completely 
Inaugurating dhantr 8havao on Fehru' Mr. All Sardar Ufn iUtdu). Dr. Miren ifcicumeuled. Iiesides ben>tt provided 
ary f .T. Prime Minister Mrs. Indira (jan- Gohain (Assamtsei, Dr. Ayyappa Panik* with facilities to <fo whatever work he or 
(Ihl said that even Delhi had parallel kar (Mabyalam), Mr. C. M. Sheikh she may undertake 
to match this maxnificeni project of tl>e (Guiaratu. Dr, Atar Smgh (Punjahii. Mr. The inanauralion of ffharat Bhavan 
Madhya Pradesh government. She SubhashMukhopadhvdya(0«r\gali>. Mr. was marked by weeklung (estival of 

hoped other states Nvrmid follow suit and Sitakant Mahapatra tOriyai, Mr Dilip poetry and the ar|5. 'Roopankar' 

construct such "houses inr arts,* Chnre (Marathij and othm. mounted an exhibition and brought out 

Indeed. Bharat Shavart is going to be a ANHAD—H would be a library of a catalogue for the occasion. Sdected 

unique consplrx rot only m Madhya classical artd folk music with collect ior»s poets from the eastern i eg ion featured m 
Pradesh but perhaps in the entire coun^ of records, tapes and other materials a poetry reading session. A nightlong 
Uy. It would house several pace—setting relating to important muskians and folk session of classical music was also held, 
institutions of national importance reJai* rmiskians from all over the country. All The Kahdas Samman for 1961'62. 
log to visual arts, theatre, poetry, classic' importaN recordings of classical arxl Madhya Pradesh government's highWt 
a I and folk music, folk and tribal arts, fork recitals already collected by natior^al award of Rs, I lakh for plastic 
The plan of Bkaru Bhavan is as Madhya Pradesh Kala Pan shad would be and performing arts, was presented by 
under:— transferred to it. the Prime Minister to Mr K. C Sub* 

1 ROOPANKAR—Ir would be a ANTARANC AND BAHIRANG—The ramanian, visiting professor of the arts at 
rr>useum of fine arts housing works not stage rnacMro repertory 'Madhya Shantiniketan, at Ine irxaugi.vdtion cere* 
only of modern art but even of folk and Pradesh Rang MahaT headed by Mr. 0. niony held on February 1T. Shikhar 
irifNl an from all over the country . Mr, f. V. Karanth would have an inooor au* Samman, the Rs. 21,0(H) state level 
Ssvamfisathan is (he Otrectcy. Thm is an drtoiium called'Antararsg and an open .award, was presented lo Salya Dev 
Advisoty Committee fully empowered to air theetre called *Bahirai^ in (he com* Oube, noted dramatist, iaidev Baghel. 
look aft^ this aspect. Those v^ho are m plex. eventually it is propped to have a Bastar folk sculptor and Culshbr Khan 
the committee*are: Mr. M F. Husain, Museum of Indian Theatre also attached Shani, Hindi writiv. While 'VagartK 
Mr. Ram Kumar, Mr. Akbar Padarn^. to it. Besides two green rooms, (here broughlout a sericsofpoetry posters and 
My. Krishna Khanna, Mr. Culam would be a large rmarsal room and a a set of postcards presenting a poem 
Mohammad Sheik, Mr. Prarsab Ranfan vap workshop area. each from ihe 14 Indian languages both 

a etc. A massive c^noaigrt to collect LAilT*^i is a library with aichives of in original and <n Kindi i/anslation, ihe 
and tribal art works m>m 17 districts fine arts which, besides books arid critical bimonthly 'Poorvagraha* of 

Of Madhya Pradesh has been iuecessful* pubileaboos. would also seek to collect Madhya Pradesh Kala Parisned pub* 

ly ' Implemented. Many top*ran1crr>| knporunt correspondences, statemer^ lished a special number on modern 

a(1il4S of the country nave sold dwir and other relevant materials relating to Inrtian art. 

tWpths to^ nuneum at concessional fine arts. The Prime Minister prai^vd the mov* 

tpane^ some important pieces A^KAR^There would be workshops ing >pini behind the proved. Mr. Ashok 
oh > long .Won bases. relating to graphics, peimings. sculp* Bajpeyi, the Culture .^^reUry, who 

, V^OlIfn-Mt .would be a library of twt, eeramra and ihealre. Artists and succeeded rn persuading so many top 

l.^ooguy in all tto'li Indian lar^iuages. studiarHs of Madhya Pradesh would he ariisies lo come to 6ho()al and be 

ulNMBiboUBr HaMMddhavecollg^fOas Rained there. associated with it, 
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A Salute to 
smartness. 


m 


iranrai 


available 
in over 

40 vibrant colours. 

An eye-catching range from Binny. 

Ideal for uniforms and leisure wear. 

In shades that will keep you colour- 
fully in fashion throughout the year 

Remember, only Binny offers genuine 
polyester blends. Blended as only 
Binny can. In captivating colours 
that are fast, matched by a quahty 
that IS durable. Economically priced 
and easy to maintain. 

Don't settle for less—ask for 
Binny uniform blends. 



BliilV I polyester blends 
for all occasions 









A fliirji bit fi«chcA4R miv 
have major clashes with 
his costars, but he is still a 
favourite with most direc* 
ion. MiJi/noh an l^saf has 
bean heard sajringthar he 
couldn'i dream of making a 
film without Amirabh. In 
fact, he iscurreniiv making 
Coofie with Aniitabh in the 
lead role. And now fVeka>h 
Mehfd he). L'omc up with a 
similar statement. Thu 

E rapevine has it that ?ra 
ash IS planning Kauyur 
with Amitabh in the lead 
role. 


S ince the /^ajcsh Khanna- 
Tina Munim affair came 
to light. 5un/a.vl>uirh3s 
never beun the same. Nor 
long after his return from 
Germany, where he was 
being treated for drug 
addiction, he went on a 
shooting spree and all but 
killed four people. Natural¬ 
ly, everybody was rather an* 
aious after the episode. In* 
cideniaJly.it is l^lieved 
that Raj^ and Tina were 
shooting intimate love 
scenes somewhere in Singa> 
pore at the time of the 
shooting. 

J^amak Hslai was a big 
XV disappointment, not 

only lor her fans, but for 
Smin Radi hers^, who was 
the leading lady for Ami- 
tabh Bacfrchan. Smita was 
nowhere to be seen just af 
ter a few shots, and had no 
way of proving her abilities. 
Partaeo Babies fare was so 
dlfferest, All she had to do 
was a Ipw sissling dances, 
and dieo her job was over. 
Rut ftmita is not ver^ unhajK 
$ays an optimlstw ic* 
traaa, MlUngs will be bri^h- 
tar in 19 l 2 .'We only hope 
tw wish comes true. 


I^umar GauraVhas pas- 
XV sed the test of bis 
career: his pcrforTnactce in 
Tari Xgsam has been 
appreciated by many. So 
there is 00 slopping aim 
now. In the lest rwo months 
or so Kumar signed more 
than ten films. He has no 
dates till the middle uT 
But thwe are producers who 
are willing to wail. "The boy 
has stuff in him to make it 
really big as time passes," 
said Mohan Segal, one of 
the directors. And to prove 
h IS won h Ca urav recently 
quoted a price which not 
many cmild demand: a sum 
of sixteen lakh rupees. More 
surprising, the producer 
was willing to pey the sum! 

D ev Anendhashisown 
way of doing things. 

Lasi time he was looking for 
0 girl rn star in his film 
^wami Hadai he went all 
the way 10 America and 
fiiund C'hnsrine D'Se4ll 
Then Dev warned a tecna* 
ger lu play his son Sumfi 
heroine in his next film 
A nan dAur Anand, starring 
himself, Raakht. Baj Bab- 
bar, Smita Rar/i and Bis* 
wa left (who returns to Hin* 
di films after a long abS' 
ence). He looked ail over 
Bombay and finally found 
Saidiha $he (snot on show 
now. a nd will not be oa 
show, till Dev Anand. the 
discoverer, decides. 
ileeiit.’strilcloee to little sisaef 



H f dool know what ploa- 
Xaure people get out of 
creating such faJse stories. 
We have been very close to 
ea^ other. We know each 
other inside our. We are 
more then just two sisters, 
you know. If we had sepa¬ 
rated, do you chink she 
would have agreed to work 
in my neu film which 1 am 
making with Kamahha- 
san?" asks an angry Bar* 
khaa Roy. sister of Reena 
Roy Now a producer in her 
own righi—she produced 
the film Sanam Ten 
Kajurm—Barkhaa threatens 
lo take all ihe gossip maga* 
lines to court tor spreading 
viories saving that she has 
separates from her sister. 
Reena. 

n amesh Sippy*s unit was 
Xx very pleasantly sur* 
prised while shooting at 
Ooty when out of (he blue 
DiVip Kumar and Sana Banu 
drove in. Saira looked very 
beautiful and relaxed and 
so did Dilip after their holi¬ 
day in Duoai.But no one 
dared to ask them an^hiag. 
Incidentally, Amitabn was 
(here too, very busy and 
totally involved till some¬ 
one told him that Rrlriie had 
given an exclusive inter¬ 
view to Siumav Amitabh 
wasted no time in sending 
fora copy and read it all at 
one streich. He looked re¬ 
laxed at ihe end of it; she 
had kept her word and not 
said anything about their 
relationship. 

U nlike his father, Frem 
Naur, who always 
punctual, reserved, and dis¬ 
creet on Ihe sets. Shah 
Newer has earned a name 
for bimself for constantly 
(easing and joking especial¬ 
ly with the ladies on the 
sets. 

F ollovai^ the exit of JV. T. 

Rama Rao, four actors 
are ayitig for the position 
left vacant by him. Tliey are 
A. Nageshwar Rao. Shobhan 
Baba, Krishna and Krrsh* 
namrajii. Of course. Nagesh- 
war Rao is thinking of drop 

S ing out of the race. 

eaaoii: he is on the verge 
<4 retiring from films. Out of 
the renaming three, 
Sbobhaa Babu seems to be 
tagging behind the others. 
Sotnecompetition now 
boils down to a tough fighi 
between the *dashing hero' 
Krishna and the 'rebel hero' 
fCrtshnamraju. 



Kriibnamraju: in rheroev 


N ow that Xayj/iridn has 
five Hindi films on 
hand, she uses a lavish 
sprinkhu of Hindi words 
with (he telugu that she 
speakv. However, the ac¬ 
tress 15 looking somewhat 
worried these davs. Her film 
Bfuvri. the remake of the 
Telugu film BhadrakaJi, is 
ready for release. And chat 
1$ what is worrying the star. 
Soon after the release of the 
original Tamil version of the 
filnuAanj Chandra, who was 
playing the lead rule, died 
in an air crash. A supersti¬ 
tious Jayaprada, stopped 
flying for a while after the 
release of Bhadrakali. And 
now that Bhavri is about to 
be released, the actress is 
getting very anxious and 
, may once again stop Dying. 

, l^amalaha^ii and 
xV i^vxrhrf—Ihe actress 
who died five months ago— 
were very close to each 
other. It all began after 
Kamal played von to 
Savithn in three films. Soim 
Savithri and husband Ctmi- 
oj Ganesan began calling 
him 'son.' In the ten years 
during which Kamal was too 

C ^ungro be a fuUfledged 
ero and too old (u play a 
child, he was often com¬ 
forted by the couple. Said 
Gemini "Don’t worrv. 

You'll be a star one day.*' 

Fur Kamal the prediction 
has come true. 

S oon after he joined poli¬ 
tics. N. r. Rama Rao 
started weari ng four ti n gs. a 
locket and a chain. 
Apparently, Rama Rao is 
keen on invoking the ^- 
neficial rays of the planets. 
But more important is the 
fact chat these amulets will 
help ward off evil influ¬ 
ences, of which there is no 
dearth. 







Th0 Threat Within 


thr«w light on the evolution 
of man. in the process, 
he oarried out a monumental 
survey of nature and 
environment and observed the 
struggle for survival among 
all that live. A hundred years 
after his death, that environment 
of Charles Darwin {1809 -1882) 
and> within It man himself, 
are Uireater>ed by pollution of 
frightening prop^lons. Even the 
fittest can hope to survive only 
through global efforts in science 
and technology. 


Thif e rh« Atirk simplicrry of th« message 
of June S. 1982 Tt»e World Environment Oey 
declared by tne United Nations 


Irompton Qreovcis 

uiKA*c;o*sfi 
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Sunday uwk Beginning 


20 June 


By AMRITLAL 


<16 Apn^H Marl A 
lough ¥fMh liN ahMd. Prob* 
L pipgu* you on IP* 

x>'^^&£domMric Iront yovr spouso i$ 
--... ID b« vory domanomg 

anO oldOfly momMrs of youf lamiiy wdi 
oppose your plans. Oo nci s««tc rei>of ai 
offtco. if you ars in ssrvics Ssnous comp«o> 
tion awsiia you on the professionel front A 
word ot aOwce use loot end petienct n ydur 
dealings and do noi enter mto contfOvers#e 
Not a very good week for Dusmesamen 
Speculation « iikefy io reauli n losses Good 
Pites: 21 . 23 and 25 laeky nembars: 2 . 5 and 
d. Piveuralls eirtetien: West 

y TAURUP <19 May—14 Jena) An 
excellent week for those m 
aerv>ce provioed you follow 
your infuriion A sudden rever< 
Ml of fortune may take you 
surprise Do not be alarmed A secret source 
Will come 10 your benefit This is an eacenent 
week for romance, so capitalise on Pi A word 
of caution^ be on your guard lor a fnend is 
out 10 deceive you Creative puraurts will 
progress reasonably wefi However, do no< 
be unduly depressed If mmor problems 
continue to bother you. Oeed daiss: 20. 21 
|p^23 l«ekymimbers:3.4endS faveareile 
dirsatlen: Shi. 

a GEMINI (19 Aiee~14 Jtly) Ex¬ 
cept for your heann which may 
cauae you aoma problems. 
iNa IS. by and targe a favour- 
able week Steady progress is 
assured on the Dosiness front. Ttese m 
service will make remarkable progress A ' 
promotiorf is on the cards. Thie le also a very 
good week tor romahce the person you 
have been waibng to meet wll turn up before ; 
the end of the week A word of advice: do not 
rush tfungACheck your temper ertd do not 
enter into arguments. Goal la<a: 20.23 end 
25. LDSky aembifs; G. a and 7. Pevoersbfe 
dIrteflcB: North. 

S CANCER (19 Jeff*-14 Aagaet) 
Finandaiiy. tha ia net a very 
good week for you. Windieli 
g«re. if any. vnH Pe spent and 
you wHf have to incur fresh 
loane. Coneequentty, keep e doee watch on 
your purse strlim The domestic from wU 
remain can. There may be a auddert 
change of reeiderKe A journey lowerde the 
end of the week le not unHkeiy This, 
however, la not a very good week for 
bustneeemen, A word of advice: be careful of 

C r pahrm; they may try le deceive you. 

i iatti: 20.23 and 29. LnekyHeiben: 2, 

4 ar^ 9. Favaenble llrKMea: SoiRh. 


LEOflSAegesW^USeetembar} 
IS gomg to be a week fuH 
problems' you w<K be vexed 
'Ml by kttie tiwgs anddiiferences 
^{u(CUnJoI opinion But do not lose your 
temper lof A maghi cause you a lot of 
ha/d$hips and ddficulbes r Lawsuits 
will also causa you annety and « umes t«u 
wk firid thei there 4 no easy sokAion to ycur 
proWam s But do not worry Chear up. Stay 
away from guesborvabie romance end take 
care of the heaRh of eiderty members m me 
lamiiy. Geed Mi 20. 2i M 25 ladry 
aanbefs* t. 3 and 5 FaveuraMc MrecMea. 
South 

VIRGO (15 SepCtiiteer—14 Ode- 
Mr) You have been wanting to 
specuiata ar>d gambw lor a 
hr_*y*^^ 1^ lime But do not ir^duige m 
CSM__lgan>biir>9. Onihe profeseion- 
el front, sieady progress e m^caied On the 
domesiic irore. however, diepmei with close 
members Of ihe tamSy wrir occur So. a word 
of caution Iry to stey away from con- 
tioversiea Lenars «nH bring good news 
Lovers, this 4 not the week lor you The 
smenoti tiff with your boioved ought gel you 
I mto a lot of prodeme Coed 9et«; 21.24 and 
29 le^ eembfii 2. 4 end 9 FmereMs 
diredleei: North end Eaei. 

B LIIHA (15 OeleMr—14 Npvim 
larf Luck will lavour mosi of 
you m property manors Those 
oi you who have been looking 
lor romar^ thiS week wiii do 
oisappomted Sooai obkgabons. which carv 
not be avotfed. will prove veiy experstve lor 
you On Ihe professional front. rr>ost ol you 
ere advised noi to make any erratic 
Changes Exercae eve and reslramt m 
deakog with people general &ui do not 
depend too much or> reietivta Reply 
lenerA Take care of your health. Geed 
deter 20.22 end 29 Le^ nxiiMn; i. 5 and 
9. PneeraM dkaetfae. West. 

a tCORflO (19 Nevafflbet—14 Ds- 
MMrf Try your utmost to 
keep your employ er s happy 
afihough Vifretnigh) be a lot ert 
provocation from o^rs to 
ignorf the atMce. T h oee of you nvoNad m 
legal suNe wid be nd of your womes th« 
week. On the domesSc from, everythirtg 
doee not seem to be quM Keep 
a c4m watth on your heakh. This is not tna 
week for marrta^ oegceiaifona or even 
romance. A iMter you have been waiting (or 
wB ^kng you good news, deed detss: 24. 2S 
and26.leclnrM>iri:9.7v>d9 PtvsavsMi 
dkaedea: East. 


S SAGIHARIUS |U btSStnMr— 
14 iinuiry) This is the lime lo 
OOhsh up your relations wilh 
fnsr.ds and acquaintances. So 
try to avoid controversies Or 
dtspuies wrth everyone Fr«nds end 
relatives will prove heiplui and you will win 
the praise a^ r«cogr>iW>n of those who 
metiv. Those of you wiio ars mieresfed m 
an and rnuire wiH do well tius week. Uoaf of 
your family members will give you all Ihe 
support you regure ii you do plan lo make 
I any changes on the professional iront Coed 
' dates; 2t. 22 and 24 Lacky Mtnbvs: 3 .6 and 
9 Paveurible dirtshan: Nonh 

p^ZC CAPRICORN (15 JtnMrY->14 
^Ptbrsary) Aii your eMons will 
r be crowned wi|h success. 

La^^A^SBui that should not worry you 
A lot wtthm a lew months you will 
gel the promotion end rscogninon you de¬ 
serve. A word of advice do i>ol waate your 
time irv (he compariy ol fnends nr>d reiairves. 
beeeuM you mighi have to spend e lei of 
money on them Personal problems will 
CCrMinue lo worry you for sorrw more Hme A 
letter you have OMn wailing lor will arrive 
this week and gladden your heart. Good 
datar 23. 24 and 26 Usky aembsrs; 2.5 artd 
8 Famrtblt dirtedea; Easi 

AQUARIUS (15 Fsbrusrr-*14 
I 4 ^ Marsbl This ts r^ot a very good 
I week tor borrowing or lending 

mor>ey. Those of you who are 
L-i'/AiCJ empic^ will get a raise or a 
promotion by the end ol me month. Try to 
avoid unwise specuiatioh or invesimenis. 
Courtship and mamage era forecast for 
those still single. il a member of me opposite 
sex offers you help accept it witivxjt hesita¬ 
tion Children wiU be very demandir^g 
A child or eieerlv family member mighI fall 
$Kk. Good detei: 20. 21 and 23. Letky. 
numbars: i. 4 and 9. Fsvearibit OIrselibns: 
Southeast and Nonn 

a PISCES (IS March .14 Aerll) 
This IS 001 a very lucky or 
fortunate week (or you. Ar^ 
new devei^rnenis wHI heed 
your time arid close attention. 
The time is not yet npe for going ahead with 
your plans. Avoid makmg hasty dediions. 
Fmancsaify, ihis will be a very bed week. On 
the famPy front there could be e io( Of 
proMems Uvs month Thia week, take 
cars ol your heaRh For those irrvoNed in 
Metfectuei end creative pursuits this month 
wik provide ydu Wkih s tot of opportunities, 
geed isles: 2t. 24 end 26. leclty iHunbtn; 3. 

7 and 9 Favesriblf airwtlDn; West 


Nrikiii M beMtea 19 Aim sad 14 ARf OemimiH. moat of you e 
good natufed. and noble hearsed. Teu are alM taiamed ki 
oenvasamg wkh mamber a of B>e oppeeM sea. Seciei and mynadoua 
fflaiars aOract molt of you. Meat of you am dreamars and irre m a 
wpddofyouf awn. Asa rasuR. tharaeUMs of Ufa shock you moat of 
.of as oMtaclH, moat OammRaa ara romMc 




people. TV ebout 35 yaera of age. most of you feee a number of 
hurdiee which you ove r oome SMCoeHfuify Most Geminiies buid up 
tf>eir own (ortunM on thetr own hard work and latent. Young 
OemmRM should cohcantriie on busineis. medicine and acimg to 
improve (heir nr>anc4i poebons As regards health, the yesr is not 
goeig lo ba good for moat Oarnktiies. young or dO 




























One of these days we must sit down 
and chalk out a flight-path for your son 


Old you say youf 
son is in ths 
standard noW^ 

Another 63 months 
and he'll be ready for 
college. Will you be 
ready Oy lhai lime to 
meet his expenses? if 
the answer is no. then, 
there's simply no time 
to lose. 

Corporation Bank's 
Vidya Yojana OeposU 
Scheme. Deposit 
Rs. 4.467.40 right 
away, in Corporation 
Bank, if you have the 
money on tap. Or m 
conventent 
instairnents Over the 
next 63 months. And 


you’tl be sitting pretty 
with nothing to worry 
about wherr the time 
comes. 

Wherr your son tells 
you he got 67% in 
SSC, you wMI 
cor>gfatulaie him 
profusely and there 
will be nothing lorced 
about youf smite. 
Concentrate on getting 
him admitted in the 
best college In lOwn. 

You can afford to 
. From then on you 
wilt be at the receiving 
end of the deal. 


Because, by the 
time your sort has 
done his B.Com. or 
whatever, you would 
nave collected a cool 
Rs. YO.OOOr* from 
Corporation Bar^k. 

Most of it spread 
out in such a way that 
rrot once did you have 
to worry about text 
books, fees and all the 
rest of It. 

And. at the end of it 
all, on graduaiion day. 


you'll be able to put a 
small envelope 
coniaining 26 crisp 
Rs.lOOf* notes irvyour 
son's hand by way of 
wishing him luck. 

A gesture he may 
welt remember all his 
life.And a special 
feature of C^poration 
Bank's Vidya Yoiana 
Deposit Scheme. 

You did sav your 
son's in the oth 
standard, didn't you? 

Then there's no iime 
to lose. 

In fact, what you are 
doing ihis Saturday? 





Cwperauon Bsnk'% Vidya vojana Oapoah Schema. 

It ansuraa ha has a tiyine atan 
ahd a amooih eaaaaoa m liia 



CorporeMn Bank 



^ ^ A o I 



CAI.CITIA Sliilinl K*c.kus« (il 
iPAuljr pofter vy vry s^vennie in rhr* 

ot till* Ciilniir«i moumco 
jie utltfvtnK horvvv The* S4 

wcll^brt'd holers ut tibv mouniril pnlKe 
Utr u>c<i (o cvihiiK \jus in thv 

The hmsvN. rro{ homv .iNvr rhe 

nii<i*dAv e\ii\ nn The mitidun »iiv 
dniini: lUTs. Ihe Jiiimuh hdNv 

hevn o.uin^ vviv IktHc—.Srtfrc'W'fn 

iChinrrov Hntd. 

ALLEI*1*KY A \\m\^ tn.m lyelongjoi; m 
(he fi>hcim<in lommurify iini^hr o 
war ulJ in ii fi>*hinK nvr. niuler 'the 
was tiikiny iMth III .4 L<in«il. t<» vbim a 
bottle of t<Kld> ds I'l't In his 

fiie’ul lor suUi «i ftai. piOiCv ^aid 
I he incident occurred lost Wrdneedae 
i2S Mhv) ivlulc rhe fiirl .ilong niih hei 
It lend wd) hdrhmg in the caiul at the 
co^siiil \i]|»xv of Thdikiid near Sherfe* 
id. Lured by the toddy bot. the youth 
was repuited to have spread hiv lishin^ 
net in the crtnal. LAU^thr the girl in it end 
released her after pulling her out- 
in i/tan Ssiion lAjdy Tirkcv. Ranchi) 

MEW ])f I.HJ That the Delhi poJUe are 
as obsessed iMih bombs as the myste¬ 
rious pranksters behind the hoaxes ace 
was brought home todav i29 Mayi by a 
Simple wTong telephone connectitin. A 
lady dialling the Arch ana theatre num¬ 
ber to check on scats avails hie this 
morning was accidentally connected to 
a police station. ''Archana?” incjuiresf 
the Iddy whereupon the jittery ^hce- 
man at the otMr end blurted out. 
"Jevoon vahan bomb bai'' (Is there a 
bomb r here? ^'fimes of India iPunam 
Suigh, Dhanliad) 

BOMBAY; Ali eligible couples whu re^ 
fuse to join the Maharashtra govern* 
menr’it familv planning programme will 
face SR embarrassing situation when 
the local authorities tixared tnang* 
le at their residencei. Dr Baliram Kiray. 
health minister, told newsmen here on 
Pd<Uy (2B May} that necessary instruc* 

' tibni CO this efreci would soon be issued 
to the concerned staff. The red triangle 
would be removed the moment tne 
mple informs the concerned author* 
iUes of their, resolve to observe FP 
.erogrimtte»—/isd/an £xprcse (A 
/napfardeeftr tanjorei 


COIMBATORE; About 200 beggars, in- 
clading women and children, look oui a 
procession >‘esierday (24 May) in sup¬ 
port uf their demands. Jn a memoran- 
dum submittad to the district collector, 
the beggars demanded among other 
rhinu housing facilities job and self- 
vmploymcnt opportunities and an end 
lo ihe ’'indiscriminate arrest of beggars 
and foisting of false cases on them."— 
ijiihan i'vpress {Nagendra Panda. 
Karimjiai 

COCHfN: Kerala's welMcitown political 
iigure. irade union leader and ei MIA 
John Manjooran will soon formally 
accept priesthood. Mr Manjooran i67) 
was a founder member of the KeraU 
Socialist Party which was in the com- 
munisi frunt. Since 3 July 1961, Mr 
Manjooran has been living in the Marih- 
oma flhavun in Kalamasserry. belonging 
to the Rrutliers of the Holy Cruse— 
MaUvaU AfanorartM iK C. <>upalakrish- 
nan. Trivandrum) 

PI N H The Pune municipal coiwranon 
granted recognition to nearly S.OOO de- 
vdasiv in the city on the occasion of the 
I2^th anniversary of the civic body. The 
Hthvme IS said to be the only one of it.s 
kind m the country. Devrfas/s are 
advised rn display the health cards so 
that ihe customer can ensure that the 
whnre i< dise.ise*lree—Darf.v (C.K 
Vfurthy, Bombay I 

BANCAt.ORE Mr K S. Jayaraman. edi 
tor of City Timrs i KannMa weekly i will 
nut wear a shirt till the Cidtak report is 
implemented in toio Mr Jayaraman 
satd in a press statement that he would 
move alMiut the city without wearing a 
shirt in protest against the govern* 
ment's indifference with regard to the 
que^rmn nf primacy of Kannada Ian- 

B uagv—Deci'an fleratd (C R Sitharam. 
angalorei 

AIXEI’PEY. Twelve young men, said to 
be supporters of the former CPf chief 
muiiMer Mr P K Vacudevan Nair. today 
127 Mav} ctripped themselves naked 
and ran some distance along the AUep- 
pey beach allegedly to fulfil an election 
wager—/ndren Express (K.B. Madh- 
waraj. Bangalore) 

GIRIDIH: An indefinite fast by a teen- 
aged ei rl I n front of i he house or a you ng 
man here since Sunoay (23 May) has 
been drawing streams of sympathisers. 
The girl is trying to get the consent of 
the parents for her marriage with their 
son who. she claims, has promised to 
marry her. The parents are said to be 
against the marriage—/ndian Nation 
(M.M.A. Khan. Patna) 

KEW DELHI. Eve-teasm of the capital 
seem tu have found « new haven in 
hospitals. The 3B-year-oJd wife of a tup 
army officer was forced to undergo a 
physical checkup by a “doctor" on 30 
May at Ram Manonar Lohia hospital. 
Bur when the “doctor's" behaviour 
looked a little incongruottf it was disco¬ 
vered that he was just a visitor to the 
hospital who had*come to meet his 
aflii^ uncle—Hindustan Times (RK. 
Dixit. Kifipuf) 


Ssm 

vOlllel|Qle 

Gandhi|) made men out of dust and 
it is to his inspiring example and 
leadership that 1 must ultimately 
attribute such success as 1 have 
been able to make of my life— 
President Sanjiva Reddy 

Bhajan Lai rang me up from Delhi 
and asked me now much money I 
wanted I asked him: How much 
could I buy him for?—Lachhman 
Sirtgb. Haryana MLA, two days be¬ 
fore proclaiming support for Bha¬ 
jan Lai. quoted in indin Today 

Be bold and face the situation 
courageously-Indira Gandhi lo Dr 
Hoimi Bavu, West Bengal Conues 
sil) MLA who complained of 
threats to his life 


I don't think it is proper to compare 
Indira's charisma with NTR's gla¬ 
mour, if he has any Glamour is 
always a temporary phenomenon- 
Bhavanam Venkatram. Andhra 
Pradesh CM interviewed in Currem 

He (Vajpayee) has been livipg with 
a woman for the last 20 years. And 
he himself has said in sume inter¬ 
view that he is a bachelor but nor a 
birahmachar^Murarji Desai inter¬ 
viewed in MewAirek 

II (the imhan E.vpie.stt will be 
fuiisbeii in another three months if 
it continues in thismanner. Most of 
Its reports present only one side of 
the story which is spiced up and 
sensationalised —Dhirendra 

Brahmachari inien iewed in Probe 


It's not a queatiun of handing out 
charity on Sundays in order to bo 
pardoned fur one's cruelty during 
the week—French Presiderit Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand on aid to Third 
World countries at the Versailles 
summit of developed countries 



1 don't think they (women repor¬ 
ters) have to demouirate that they 
can be as crude and ruthless and 
vulgar as men are—Richard Nixon, 
forrner US President 


The hunger is not just for bread and 
rice, but (0 b« loved, to be soma- 
one—Mother Teresa 
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VkltmM^i A artd 0 tn Cod Uv«< Od 
^Ip Pona tnd body growth. 

Vitomin A in Cod livor Oil kaopt 
youf hair thick and tott'Ous, your 
tkm 90f(. »mooTh and youthful. 
Vour ayes claar and spadclmo. 

Take Sevan Sail daily for that 
glow ot natural good haadh. 


Tti« fiunHy tome 
popular In 98 countrlom 


Li Vi .i> 'f «;Tr>i« 



eamlin 

PISTON 
FILUNG 
PEN 47 


No tin>g 
wastad 
No rnaisino. 
Camlin Piston 
Pan macha* 
ntsme maka it 
just aaav. 

FiM up and 
$aa iha 
diffaranca. 

Camiin also 
olfar otha* 
vanatias oi 
pans and 
ball pans 


Rorata 

•nttclockwiM 
Tha *•! 

coriiMout. 
Rotara clock wii 

■«lk IlIlK |« 1h« 

Oniri 


eamlin 

JOHER 

BALL 

PEN 124 

& REFILLS 

Comas in full 
bratS'Chroma 
platad body. 

Joltar rafitls aia 
moat dapandabla 
and long laating. 

Camhn also offer m 
vananas of ball ft\ 
0«ns with Jotter UU 
and plastic refills l! 
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^ COSCINNY 
•ntf PDERZO 


rHAY vo^^o** *au*«c 
rn» AVSM 

••■ T"l lV9*k^i 


»«: hoIthats A ji&A( 

HC*^ a <A«At ^KV« 

HI i* ! HA* HA/ 


A <«■ 

A ■Av'^H ^ tMf 
JAW ? 


vkKt wCwb 
THANK Ww 


WHEN I ASK FOR \ 
A VOLUNTEER ' 
I'D LIKE A LITTLE 
MORE ENTHUSIASM 
AND A LITTLE 
LESS LATIN /// A 
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Short (Whho> to movo 


th« ICL iniiKittfiofMi *1 MnMtgi 

prnv«d 1o M V* uiXfluMljr MCa'Uf|;l 0<lt (Oc fM 

hum* MiDvgn dua ii«n( to 

VAVH M 

comfMiriot ■■•wtyto etompon Vao^ Smyolo* 
«IUrM MCOfld £r^«^ {MOWI OorntfitM M 
uppor «nd •niMIt pitei /191 omoa tticu 9 h<)Mvo<i» 
cH oii* fivt prmmMtpr* wit tokmo poft 


mmwim iJrt9«MMyNtiPtr«tM»i«dt}i 

pmtiM ffi* (Ob nl f WWi i nfiiil ini iw W 
^ 0H nMV ol JOMMrt apliwn 
NKMi^iMpwiotntnn^cwtio 
t«*oit roMM «i tM ciMr«r ■OObr Hii 

O K rwwnod and tigMnQ plav bregpM up to 
iha^ Mcond ptaeo «<Ot hr wxinMg r» 

0ia laO nMind 

jOMmaoUMW aMwfo raOiot icctdanl piona 
Ml ««pKial»r «••■<¥ voem o» Haohngi 
iMda a cMiafi»mie a O» rfldliaant wan ol 1 ;/$ 
tonowad OranaQuaHvOMraeiaroMracoMa^ei 
6/i B Wm pac* witn UH Andwiaon 
whMa nsfltwl d 0 O*Aalion et HatMOi lad to 
laM » back wm thts tm 

Slaia^ Twdaji Mftd a aoM M owa 
da a a « vad fPt|r ppt <aM wtscb t*! a ca>«aoft *' 
nurnamaM « wnadwip lo boaw Cboui Ai tw 
'O* a<d a«a M ’» NigM ^hon one* aoa^i 
Wtowatf hw ^taaa lot »c*v» «< M3 AouQb 
lonwwnal Wior* ol It* ijranAnaaiK norm ha 
muar hj« baan atmaig lor a*wfi rtO bt M*n as 
an atcaMol rawiH b su 0> c < n»oany Ha had Pw 
doancaon of bamg ma ^ ona 10 dataar lha 
BontMant vaviar Hara 4 dia pama 
MMa N SiBrI tMOCh V 
mow 6tf4t0v*anca 

I PLM M4 3 OM »0» 

3 tMI43 W-003 

A>d a OaMca •% saMOA laiA newadan NioM 
nnar bieam kK ffta rt h« iMoraac« 
arudAon wawtoiavoldBmaaiMB 4MNPaN 

(M> 


A AM I ind hard B MfrtarWttfJ%dHlii«aiil| 
poiOin oppMBritfir to'WhM *B Xopv biM 
AAmifiadiy dhar 7 MbfOdfO-Wf F^OIM 
na 9 tonm 10 Aiia aema rmr—iin « ho 
Mwn avucA^ but now ho pas dte wom ot 
bodt worlrJa 

I NM ■!« ft »-OM PdO 

f N-«3 i-ftW f} i#<K K^1 

Id M> MU MU 

eiac* ft ooanr^ had tahod HahMHoitonM 
10 OdWa dfO hw«|i.MwOs oawna araipM Anar 
ho no<i it<cno Oovgh ihan 4 wotm to coma 
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Cot'ai(ioodar>td ioniaiiAa«*imani inu iiw puA 
1 <M)r*«a m tM fohiAO aaar nnBor no ralanon 
'A lha lypa ol bndoo fliftvM •'• cr^cH W«il 
ha«4 tft an aptb^do nut irom lamthr hraipa Put 
Uom iNi St Jantasft 4ub a IvAdon «ha*a Hw 
Wai'diid varos vontida'aVv 

Doftltr South c W pima ai*n 40 

* TO » ? 

9*09 

* «S S 

A A SI ? 

OKS II OJO'S 
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You Aifpd aipaci t«a« B bag^' •*» a Ngh 
Mnmd bwino partnar hadMdspadaiandaha 
Idoaft brwig Aa wrOhfl ««a MimOM tia Acr^ 
Mgan «nlh iha King of aeadaa South won and 
lathar oddir Proaehad iha dwrnond wrt WaW 
won Wild lad a s a c ond ipada t iw arao bv 
and A9 Alar a tavt to Dw Ksb daoia*w» lad 
anoifla' d^flnood tMasr dahjoiftflUi twonoe * 
har pahnar a *0 and piaiiad a iNid found 00 
whMfl SmihdiaearOadacU) Attar AcuotcliBn 
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Haw Wcdl launctBd Aa 10 Ol h*»m OPtcNng 
har paflnar «i a cnw cioaa HJaua. eonlriet 
mMd 

TERENCE REESE 


Q<m 

OUESTIONS 

1 Whal IS TycanihfOpy? 

2 Whai tvouio you be doirtg it you were 
busy with somrutot^uy'^ 

3 South Alncans are ohen known as 
^rir>gDoK$ Whai in reality are Spring¬ 
boks 

4 The Russian Onnk. Vodka. *s a hquor 
maoe Trom rye In Russtafi (he word 
Vodka hss a special meaning Whai is il^ 

5 Hariy 6elatonie is a tamous Caiypeo 
singer^smgittg songs ol Weal fndtea 
6ut m Greek myihoiogy who is Calyoeo^ 

6 Wnai are Meershaum pipes made ot^ 
7. lr^ Oreeh mythology, who la the hero 
who caught the nymg horia Pegasus aod 
killed Chimaera? 


8 Wt«n Oew gels hYuen. what u 4 
caked’’ 

9 In geographical parlarice, wt>a( is 
butte’’ 

10 In wtbch pari pi India is the Pardi 
Pialecl spoken’^ 

11 What IS demarche’’ 

12 Who IS the poet who translated Omar 
Khayyam $ Aubag'ar mo English’’ 

1 3. H you mtfte a dehberate u n derstate- 
merit m English, whai do you cal 47 

1 4 In gaomolry. how many foPea would 

a icosahedron have^ 


saaai oz ooipagAjoO a a* h '»l 

wan €1 

pitjeenud Rr*A)d3 

put euioa 

SAetuse <9 einpeaojd a giuoittp v *u 


r|ujuse>t pu? ouiuiar Oi 
aiM peddoi-iag y g 
*|SOr{ iSOH 8 
uOMdOiaitea 4 
cueo^ ees auaeui 

ui umBuo a ieew *aoeajo ui peujui leieuiiu 
eyt Asp a:wM a si it imu) uago atdoM 
se pooM to edA) a km S| uinaitPSieew 9 
fidASo pufisi iag uo* 
sieeA MASS snessApo om* MduiAu 

MS s « oeQ^t^ A$9s4po aip ut 9 
eiueu oiA aouau ’lu^uoo itiVM 
arun aau npoA i|WI Suteiu it » 

iff eul ut 0u| 
•dumf Aiueppnt to mtu nr pus mjE au 
Ml pnou aittivD utOMiV Mtooe • H « ’C 
daeti m aq PtnoM noA z 
worn 9 aq n iiMuiM MAagaq 

uAdiA aui eieuM AiMtam P uuoi t It 11 ' I 
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Tmn5 rATMEft's 

L0VE9 Mr W..t THIHK 
A90UT HIM A LOT... 


I 


/how oyt > 

' PAMLV IS 
KATTEIIP AiL 
0VM..SW9 
IN NtfPlf $... 
HUi'i IN 
^KAN«Cfr^ 


M€ W&$THeCM6UM0 > 
TAJ6HT US TX a' CXSUitf j 
CAT TitiCA,.. y 


TOU JUST MAPiAuT 
WE AthMT UNT L ONtV 
6AIK IS LEFTV 


^1^ 


1 oonY know 

UHStt iWfr or THf 
CfHHS AU .. 


An<WW, W 
MA/fY(^K^ 
MrrWHttfW 
'iCU AK€* 




CHS wr CAP ACTUAUY PiP 
PiSAmAA.. Ul€ NEVER KNEW WHERE 
X WENT^THATS THE TROUELf WrTH 
REINS A POS...rHEY NEVER TELL 
YOU A^rmiNS... > 


Built to run on. 

So you don't get run down 
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* Siwrdv motor for tongnr llfo. noiiotoM porlormif^eo. 

o OynocnIeollY btJflAcoW WMlos for optimum oir 

orip4MoiT>or>t. 

* Hoivy duty induitritt modot for loctont>. 

0 URht duty modolt for houMhoidi. 

0 ElOQOni. •ll••«lHm•d looAt. 
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M/s T/wtihi*/ hrf ptrvmAl n.rv nn( htx'ik'il 


IIAViNd iliN.'ippoinicU the Budvh 
l>v I he PitiUiiip Meel 

|)Jdnr iriiiir;u'i ii> Djsv 

M>Kkv«<, the u<>Vtfrnm«iu uf I ltd it* in 

wim Ml NCArch of d w^y im 
ITU 1111 r V I h e h n 11 sh << IV vi II m vtii 1 hr 
miMindersi^iitdiiiK irr^itnl hy the 

Pdr«4(hp cpiNMilv icuiruil e^Nilv In* 

wiNtU'd iiw.iv (the Krirish rrqurNl 
hjil komr itirrcily friini Prime 
MinistiT Miir^Jrei Ph»iKhrr when 
shv liime to JndM vrar). Rni 

rrforiN are heiii^ madr to MHitUv 
the Jufrieii Irehn^s of the British hv 
awjrdkim (hr rantraii Jvr a 10(K) 
MW ihenmij power pijnr in Uifai 
I’rarlrNh (o a HritiNh firm. Northern 
I^nKincerinK (ndustneb (NKI) 

t heir IN MiuhtOK wron^ in consider 
Nl’l for ihe comiact: the nntv 
wfiKli IS raiding eyebrows in 
I he iMt ihai while the NEl is gel 
ting the loiitraer for neiciiig up the 
rhetinal power phinl at Riband on 
certain terms frt^m the National 
Thermal Power Corporation 
(NTPC K a similar project ol the UP 
Stale Pdectricily Board (UPSEBi at 
Anpar.i is being considered for 
Japanese collaboration on quite 


different ivrms. Both planiN ute lo 
priHlucc lOOO MW of powei. with 
two SOD MW seiN each While the 
owl of the Kihand proiett is around 
Rs VI ^rores higher than Anpaia. 
even m icrms of repayment, in 
terost rale> ul cel era. the oiler from 
the Japanese firm of Toshiba is 
more aMraenve Though the 
fapaiiese have phased out repav 
me Ills lo M\ wars, the British waul 
lepaymcni wiihm IS veais TIk' 
miciest rale on importc'd e<(ui|/ 
mviil at Aiipara is .IS pof cent, 
while at Kihand it is ?.$ per cent 
One w*inderN if these facts have 
be«Mi iiotKesf by I he Central Eles 
tricitv Authority iCEAi which is 
Mipposed tu Miruiinisr all power 
project contracts. Ai Rihand the 
NTPC will pay more and have less 
l.tvoorahle credit terms than ihe 
CPSbB at Anpara lor a similar 
project. And what is mm e.whereas 
the Japanese ate prepared to com* 
plete (he turnkey projrct in four 
years, the British will finish one 500 
MW unit in five wars and the 
second by the end of the sixth year. 
lieaJing the Paradip injury seems 
to be a costly affair. 


t A train uf events in New Delhi in 
the last week of Mav has led 
Andhra Pradesh Congressi I) circles 
to wonder who is more powerful: 
chief minister Bhavanam Venk* 
airam oi revenue minister 

Janardhan Reddy. The chief minis 
tur, along with the PCC(I) piesb 
dent. Mr C. Da>. had supgested to 
the central leadership ihm district 
Cungressfl) commit(Cc'v he rcorga* 
nised.Tbe central leadership luitial 
ly assigned the task lo Mr Venkui* 
ram and Ur Das. Mr Janardhan 
Reddy on hearing oi ihis/iished u* 
Delhi and,at his bidding, rbe high 
cummaiid scrapped thv vailicr 
direitive and appointed a riinc' 
mcmlier cummuivc i innprisnig Mr 
Venkatram, Mr Das. deputy chief 
minister Jagantiuih Kao. Mr fanai* 
dhau Reddy. Mr (i VenkaiiCNWiimv. 
Ml K, Prabhakar R»i>. Mr KoNhav 
Hau. Ml Baga Keddy and Mi C. 
Veakat Hao This committee has 
bocn given supreme j/owfis to re* 
const itute thv disttiCT bodies Wirh 
.fanardhan Keddy having man aged 
to impose a son of KiPviiive lead- 
VIship m Andhiu Pradesh wuh the 
Idc'NSiugs of New Delhi, his stars are 
shining more brightly ihaii (be 
chief minister's in flydurahad 
lodav. 

BIRTHDAYS of VIHt in [hi» cuuiv 
try are cvrtanilY treated with »n 
importance that is iiiical 
led for. One wonders whether It was 
necessary for Mrs GandhiS birth* 
day on 19 November to coincide 
with the opening date of the Asian 
Games, But it was bs ihcer kcli* 
dent that 19 May, the polling day in 
(he recent elections, also happened 
tu be the 70ih birthday of President 
Sanjiva Reddy 


>!V1 LAL S TlGHT!?Of>e WALK 


Rr.MEMBp:R 6a III baba, the ra/itrik 
chairman of the UP food and essen* 
tiai t'ommodities corporation! His 

powers .Item to be failing him in 
itoo many ways. The state govern* 
ment has suddenly woken up to the 
fact that as per rules chairman 
fialtibnba is not entitled to a gov¬ 
ernment car. So (he car which was 

C iveri to him from the corporation 
as been withdrawn Now it re* 
mains tu be seen if the mntrjk will 
continue to be the corporation's 
chairman for long. 


HIMACHAL Pradesh chief minister 
Thakur Ram Lai has bad to concede 
the bun's share in the allocation of 
cabinet portfolios to Mr Sukh Ram 
his principal rival in the party. Mr 
Sukn Kam has bagged the PWD 
portfolio which IS the most loipor* 
rant deparimenr in Himachal. 
Apart from the PWD, Mr Sukh Ram 
has managed to get themuliipur* 
pose projects, puwer and housing 
portfolios. As a result, nearly 52 per 
cent of the state's budui is now 
going to be spent by t^ depart* 
mems under Mr Sukn Ram. which 
should make him the most powerful 
minister in the* Ram Lai cabinet. 


The Cungressd), which won 31 
seats in a house of 63. has now the 
firm support of four Independents, 
thus getting an absolute majority. 
But the election of the speaker, 
which is due shortly, is proving to 
be a tightrope walk (or the party 
leadership. The outgiiing speaker. 
Thakur Sen Negi, has ch(»en to 
remain unattached and refused to 
join, the Congress(l). (Mr Negi has 
eron from Kinnaur as an Inoepen* 
dent ciodidete for the fourth time.) 
The BJP 1$ supporting him. but 
Thakur Ram Lai u unable to make 
up his mind. 

D.E. NtZAMUOOIN 
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Ths ganume glucose powder enriched with Vitamin D 
and calcium phosphates from Gfaxo. 


HThe ^ 
■Vnew name 
for your 
' trusted i 
Glaxose-0.^ 

































Klush vouf teerh wiih ColgoM afie^ 
ever/ mea^ It protects you iijsl the way 
.'ipniKts fecomniend ovRf the wortd 
riactenn grov^ in food paiticles left 
between yoiir teeth 1 hese can cause 
bad odour and. Uter. pair^ful decay. 

Su always brush »ho Colgate wav r» 9 hl 
after oattf>g It’s pfovor^ most effective to 
freshen youi breath, whiten your teeth. 
,and fight decay. 

Colgate has the fresh, minty taste that 


How Colgate's trusted formula works 

Odour »rid decay causmg 
bacteria erovv in food particles 
trapped between your teeth 

Colgate's unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove dangerous 
food particles and bacteria. 

The result, attractive white teeth, 
fresh'breath confidence, 
protection against decay 

makes brushing a plaasurs. 




Stop bad breath. 
Fight tooth decay 

with Colgate 

Dental Cream 
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Every genuine WILLS GOLD FLAKE cigorette beors the name WD. & HO. WILLS 







How to get owoy with Rs. 6000 
without breoking the low. 


Oo oheod ond odd 
r^s. 6000 fo your roK*ftee 
rncomo u i p^rfecMy lego^ 

rh€ exempjion Jim*t on 
income from bor>k deposi^^ 
h04 been ro*^ from 
Rs OOOOtoRi 4000 

And now o furrhe^ 
exemprion gpto fH ?000 
IS ovQilobie on irxome 
from bQr>l^ depogts of one 
yeor ond Obove So you gef 
fotol fox relief on tnreresr 
from bonK oeposirs upro 
Rs 6000 o yeor Thof s 
ir<ludkng income tfom 
other specified mvestmenrs 
under Secrion 60L of the 
Income 'ox A**» 
prom Tas OUjO^o 
r\s 6000 fhots quite Q 
jump ►sn I If ^ >o w^ot % 
holding you up ' Cash rn on 
This immedioieiy 
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State Bank 

Security is a worm feeSng 
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Which would you consider 
when buying your next j 
car tyre? 1 


Wtwgg9»tf0uctm$idf 
l>oth. Fini, ih* price. And 
then whether the 
pedormece of the tyre 
tuettflee the price. YouH 
hrtd Ihel on both counts, 
you come up with only 
one entwer the Duniop 
Super Star Hl-P Nylon 
eertyre.Here’twhy. 


Gr eater tread de pth 

More rubber goes into 
each Super Star tyre to ^ 
make the tread deeper \ 
than many other makes ' 
Thats why (he tread lasts 
longer on the road. 


A special nylon casirtg 
ensures strength and T 
stamina, particularly m L 
r>e90bating poor roads L 
vvr>ere tyres gel damaged 
most. 




A new nunufactunrig h w 
concept and the High / •5^^^ 

Performance tread 
oompound give the Super Tm 
Star more ability to rearst 1 

abrasion. This means 1 

more miles, less wear and J 
tear. 
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Allwyn Quartz. 

Crafted to very exacting standards. 

Seiko standards. 



tifsi h »*vvi .1 

tko F!v»fn iodd>. d Sf'ikt; Quarts js ur- 
df' hcd iM prwision and sMukj 
And nov.. AJIv/yn nio IrcUi 

qijdflz wdt<*h 'Aith th»' Sf-'f < 

chnolofjv 
The Ajiwyn Quart; 
riv windinr; srnpptn',. 
r ur.jf V ) *5 sfc fvvjsd j 
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DENTAL CREAM 


The skv'bkie mouth entire mouth 

S jnfiefet Flesh w(8 ^rkhngdeenand 

nhenyourbreith fresh. No WHVlef 

(he moment you iUrt Flesh won tt^viorld 

brushioQ your teeth. seiector^ ew^ m 

end wrtlleeve your Venne fOf its quality 


for total mouthcare 
Because the care that 
comes ir> Flash will 
bhohten your healthy 
vrm day after day. 


Flash a smile. Pass it on 
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Reservation law: 
Amendment is 
a Herculean task 


I t In 0 loni; iMdl from 

to \ have dune a 

catv Mudy: rvvisinn by rhe 
c um re of ihv liM uf scheduled 
<.uvcN diid scheduled irilH's 
The home ihtni!itr>\ which hat u 
sefdratc secrion ti> duel with the 
prnhlem, has h«cn under constant 
pres^sire co uiclude or euludr cer 
liiin c;isir> iron) the liai (The liMvd 
cuMes anil tubes are vntitlvu iw 
•ipevui facibiics jad tesersatKois 
in iob»< end %va\\ in $iai« A?»s«'ti> 
lies and Parhament.) 

Since Perlinmcnc m the final au 
thority. the mutter was referred to 
It 111 the shape of the Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribes Order 
(Amendment) Bilb \957. The joint 
committee of PAfliamunt rveum 
mended a paituular list. Thv prop¬ 
osed list was forwarded to the 
states and unum territories which 
have to administer the law The 
home ministry also sent with (he 
list the proposals of associations, 
orjtani sat ions and individual MLAs 
and MPs that ii had been receiving 
from time to time. The number of 
casres. sub*csstes, tribes and sub* 
tribes recommended comes to 
1,500. 

For munihs there wa» no reply 
from the states. Reminders, telex 
messages, telephone calls and tele¬ 
grams were sent, followed by visits 
of home ministry officials to the 
stares. At last the comments of 10 
states and six union territories 

were received tinder the Constitu¬ 
tion (ankles 341 and 342), it is 
necessary to consult the state and 
union territory administrations 
concerned for any revision of the 
list of scheduled castes and <iche' 
duled tribes by central legislation. 
Hence the opinions of the states, 
which hfld nut responded, could not 


be ignoied and reminders had to be 
s(>ni agiiin. 

Onev the comments from all the 
states and union territuries are in. 
the journey fhroufih various stagvs 
for Jegislauon will begin There will 
have to be a dttaileo exeminatinn 
nf each ^opnsal, castewiie and 
iribcwise, in consultation with the 
reaistiar general (census commis¬ 
sioner) Ilf India The pfuposals uf 
u4ili of the stetev and uniun lerrt* 
inries Will be dtacussed separately 
then ihe file will be put up ro the 
minister of state dealing with the 
scheduled castes and tribes and 
thereafter to the home minister. 

In (he light of the orders received 
from the two, a draft cabinet note 
will be prepared and sent la the 
mifljsiiie^ ol law and finance, the 
department of pervonnel and admi- 
iiisKranve reforms, the election 
commission and the census commis 


I After all these stages 
(of lawmaking) are 
covered,‘there are 
the law (xiurts in 
which the act m^ht 
• be challenged. The 
case might go slowly 
up to the Supreme 
Court, and if there Is 
I any lacuna, the entire 
; process will have to , 



sioner of India for th«lr comments. 
Than i note for the cabinet will be 
submiKed to the cabinet secretar 
iat, incorporating the suggesiinns 
the rwu central home ministers 
have approved, The cabinet secre* 
leriat will place the note bafure the 
cabinet and return it to tha home 
ministry after consideratiun. 

Afcer obtaining cabinet appruvel, 
the home ministry will furwurd the 
file to the law ministry fur drafting 
the bill. The home minisirv will 
prepare a statement of ''objectn 
and reaions*’ and a "financUi 
memorandum" for approval and 
siinetura of the home minister. The 
bnl will reoulre the recommenda¬ 
tion of the President under artide 
tlTfli since revision of the lists 
involved flnanclel reaponslhllity 
and could be considereo e "money 
hill.** A draft summery of the bill 
will be prepared fur the President. 
fWnh the summary and financial 
memorandum require the ctmeurr 
enci of ihe ministry of flniincc. 

Once all rhe*e papers arc in. the 
home mmitier will write to the 
minister for parllamenrory affairH, 
requesting htm to introduce ihe hill 
in Perliement. Subsequently, the 
home ministry will also send the 
bill In the prescribed pro forma 
fthe usual notice period is one 
week). The President's reconi- 
mendation fur consideration of the 
hill is to he sent to ilie Lnk Sahha 
under the home minister's signa- 
lure. Then there is the motion for 
consideraiion of the bill 

After the bill is passed by the Lok 
Sobha, the recommendation of the 
President is to be obtained fur its 
consideration in the Hajya Suhhu 
Finally the President has to give his 
assent tn the bill And arter all 
these stages are covered, there ure 
the lew courts in which the act 
might be challenged The case 
might go slowly up to the Supreme 
Court, and if there is any lacuna, 
tbe entire process will have to he 
related. 

The discussion in the home minis¬ 
try iiself wn« hmg and frusti ating 
A section officer prepared (he iiu- 
iiaJ note which the deputy secret¬ 
ary vetted. Th^re were several 
meetings in the joint sec/etary's 
room and con suite (ions w'iih the 
additional secretary Tht* home 
secretary ibe commuiiica 

liun sent to (he states. Ami if .uuJ 
when the final note is prepared, in 
ihe light of the comments fiom ihe 
crates and union territories, it will 
have to go thraugh the same proce¬ 
dure—section officer, deputy 
secretary, joint secretaiy. addilion- 
a I secretary and home secretary— 
before it becomes a "proposal" 
ready for (he next stage nf ihe 
obstacle race. 

It is a Herculean task indeed 







OPINION 



A vacuum? 

A vrrv Wi ll dmic cover siurv indvisJ 
I Ain (iAmIhi i'* F.vei\hr)d\. 
M;<v). If (lie uffv^siiign had vuceve^ed m 
ioidoia: hkiiuls ^flv (rumlhi, (he 

U(ccr would h«<vi« h<<i 1 u ilifficuli (tmv el 
(he polls In iLe finoi enaivNii* except /or 
.Ivori Ilii'Oi «oicJ I'C'fi J'roni >ti Wevi 
BcnMl. I he others incloJiiiK Mrs Cendhi. 
have faUeJ ui mxKc jrty itnprcvsiun. Cen 

wr now pfedicC Ihc /uie uf rh«* Cu(i|tre*i 

Ml) end iliv oj)pi>«i|ior) perl ten in the '1^ 
olcM'ifotic’ 


H e<iriies( tonerjtulahtms to now 
lor iM^emiMK iho Iji>{csi m^IImi^ En- 
phsb petiorikjl in Indio Si'nmav /> notn- 
hot one, iioi (Mils ifl U'rmv o( circulation 
loir silso III iftois o| «|U4iliiv I hope <( will 
conhnoc /;imiik us useful meceriul (o 
rt<4(i 1 wish Us staff ihc s'ery hosi. 

.s’ k tATld.llKUl 

ConeradiUrioiis tor lopvirciilation Keep 
It up 

K t‘ Afidjvan. dohiiheltip^hyisit 

CtinpiHruUciont Si nuai has achieved 
llu* tliviinclioii puiely by virlue of its 
seTisotkiiTidi uiidcson Indi^it (mUtics. u $ 
impartial reports on oiher issues, m 
tcco^im^ <>1111 timely inicrviews, with 
leaders who liavi' been in the newc, 
covoraRi' of tsoild affairs, and of snurse, 
ihc standard formula ot punching a hii of 
seh nnee m a w’hilc I am indeed happy to 
realise ihal 1 am a iCKular reader 'rf the 
AiKhest cticulated bn^dlsti periodical I 
wish Si.M»A^ dll success in the yvin 
ahead 

M K Rom /'rasaJ. Hyderabad 

Die news of Si ndav's ashicvcmoni filled 
rm Willi joy Snsnsv is worrhy of the 
liictinciion Keep it up I om very proud 
of St'NDAv. the dariOK maKaiine* ihe 
dflrhni; of Ukh» 1 wish iis staff the very 
host 

l/inecfi Kt/xdd/tkdr, tfombay 


However unpleasant this nay sound. Mrs 
(!dndhi alone has a naltonal appeal 
ResideSf she is ihe most skilful, resource 
ful. determined and popular lea^r. Of 
course, her party has no standing worth 
the name. The people du nor vote for or 
dgainsr her party; they ooly vote for or 
against her. 

Jtt&ndra Kumar Lenka, Currark 

It would have been more appropriate if 
(he cover story heading read, ‘Mrs Gan 
dhi vs Nobody' Who can deny that the 
opposition It not capable of challenging 
her leadership and political skill? 
.Shjrsaokd f*hnvk, Ca/curra 

The opponents uf Mrs Gandhi include 
SnnrtAS ediiur M J Akbar It is a pity 
that Mr Akbar’s photograph was missing 
on the* cover 
R L. Parnmk. Cuttack 

I was shocked to read Ashok Mitre’s 
interview under “Jyuti Basu is rAe most 
cAarr.vtnarn' U'oder tAe vast h»s pruduted 
srotr .VubAas C'Aandra Bose," Unlike 
Net a II, Jyoti Basil has nu national stand* 
mg ( have heard him addressing meet¬ 
ings in Bihar and Orissa. He cannot even 

E rl II siteable audience outside Bengal 
ecause he CaA. speak Hindi. 

A ChfNtdfiu/y, ffiwke/u 

The onlv reason why Ashok Mura placed 
Neiaji before Jyoti Basu was Iwause 
Neiaji's Forward Bloc is one uf the 

[ artnert of left Front in West Bengal 
»n'i It the height of sycophanev to 
cuiAM/e Jvoti Basu with Subhas Chan 
dra Bose* 

Afubwda B^tve, C^/cutta 


Congraiulatiuns (u M J, Akbar for mak* 
ing Si'Hpav the mosi popular magaunu. 
Sinoay deserves the honour 
B. Ocfta Aaru. Scramporc / West BcvjgaG 

f’cmgratulaiions Si<KnAV should main¬ 
tain iis supremacy in ihe years to come. 
kf fVvJitxs Afanga/ure 

Hvariiesi congraiutattoos to the bunoAN 
family, and best wishes for the future. 
5Aj/abA. Parna 

1 feel proud to be a reader of Si'koav. 
Heartiest congratulations to the Sunday 
staff. 

AM/cam JiisAeeA /amtbedpirr 

Si'KiiAV has done it. i was not at all 
surprised by the news. After all, Sunoav 
/ y ine very best in all respects 
Ka/yirt CAarrer/ee, Burdfvan 

Si hv»y ts number one Yes it is; ibe only 
magazine that gives the news of 16 May 
in the 16 March issue (refer to the 
contents’ page of the 16 May issue). 

S, JeyatjngA, Afagercoi/ 

Afany readers Aave wrrtren in to con* 
L'ratutatv us on our bt<ominf the 
nrgAesr circu/aitng mstfartne in rke 
country. WAde we are rvp^tng to aU 
f/f rAem ttidiridua/fv. we take rAis 
opporttfmty re rAaiur rAem for cAejr 

good wjsAe«~£ditor 


No choice 

nder AsiaJ eutborttias jenore Indian 
iporrs goods (Looking Class, 16 May) 
it has been alleged that the special 
organising comcniitee of Asiad is not 
pushing case of local sports goods 
manufacturers with eariuus inierRition* 
al federations which approve sports 
equipments. This is not true. The special 
organising committee is aUva to the 
siiuation and wants very much ig encour* 
age the local sports goods manufacturers. 
But it is very difficuii fur this committee 
10 use. during the Asian Comes, any 
spurts Item that is not approved by the 
respective internailoDa] federations. It is 
very clearly specified in the rules that for 
all classified internaiion^ cumpeiiiions. 
only those items or equipments which 
have certification from mternationa] fed* 
cratKins. can be tired Since most of the 
Indian manufaciurers have not huvn able 
10 get the requiied ceriifKatinn. it is not 
possible for us to use (heir itemv or 
(Njuipinent 

Tarkicbao Smgh. dirtfCior rpubiicir.v), 
srveiat organtsing commutes. IX Asian 
uaines. iVvw iMini 

Peace! _ 

I wrsh CO thank Anil Saari for his 
brilliant report, TAe Punith riots 

(16 May) Increasing communal tenxian 
in our cnuniry indirates thai wo have 
forgotten the preachings td people like 
Swami Vivekananda. 

Syrd FqM Rasa. Aligarh 

The desecration of Hindu temples m 
Amritsar was really tragic. U is hearten* 
ing to note iha( a number ol bikh leaders 
joined the Hindus in condemning (he 
incidents. But thoM! incidents were no 
less tragic than the joint procession 
taken out months earlier in Amritsar by 
(he Hindus who were displaying 
cigarettes and bidis Ami shouting. "Hum 
agarrttv hidi piyenge. .sbaan sc jiyange." 
No one condemned this procession and 
no newspaper headlined (his tragedy. 
Why IS the press so biased against the 
SikFts? 

Oatjit .Singh, Jabalpur 

I thank $imnAY for the timely and well* 
balanced report. The gavcrnmeni should 
take sirici action against Dal Khalsa and 
Akhand Kiiian Jaiha. OiherwUe, (he 
Hmdu-Sikh discord will spread al) over 
the country. !a my opinion, the Amritsar 
riots were instigated by pro*IChalis(an 
elements, not by political parties, 
BasAid A. Birvi. Aligarh 

The riots were clearly instigated by anti* 
social elements. Those who are trying to 
unJennlne national umiy must be dealt 
with severely. 

Bimal Kustiar Msshra, Mooghyr 

The nois were undoubtedly the hand* 
iwork of a few persons belonging to Da] 
Khalsa. The Sikhs in general worship the 
cow; Sikh legends are full of reverence 
for (he cow. So ii U unlikely that the 
people who slaughtered cows in Amritsar 
were true Sikhs. 

Balbir 5uigA> Baina 


Rjgj Si'M.tk Sinnh. P.dsinfi Sar.ii iBihar) 


The very best 
















A controversy called Iran 


W e rcAd with surprise and distress 
the false, baseless and nefaxiout 
rei’on by Syesi Shahabuddm, Iran The 
mutlah jnd iht; ^un 118 Apnh We were 
surpriM’d because the facts and realities 
t>f the Islamic Kvpublic of Iran were 
distoric'il, and (he essence of (he struggle 
and sacrifices of the Iianian people 
aitdinsi the impenaltAi and /.iunisr 
uggresson» were ignored. We were dis* 
tressed because a selhsh writer tried to 
prumute his own ainbnions and interests 
with The help of disiorcions and allega 
(ions against a country vrhich has friend* 
Iv reUljons wuh India Mr Shahabud 
dmS nefiirious allegations were by and 
large harmful lo (he foreign rebdons of 
Iran with her neighbours and other court* 
tni's. If wc decided to reply to mII his 
dllegaiioiis, this rejoinder would have 
heeo quite lengthy, so we have cho.sen 
only a few ekamplc^s fnr the benefit M 
'•I'MiAV readers. 

I Mr Shahabuddui icted t" disiurr 
IVuisiple Li »l I he Cunstuurion of (he 
Islamik Kepuhlic of Iran to provoke and 
Mistiit ihe sentuneiils uf our Muslim 
broihfrs uuiside (ran In reuluy, Prmci 
pie U reads as follows. 

'The uffiCMl religion of Iran is (slam, 
and I he vest ftiMuwed is Twelver Shi'sm 
(lihiia ’Aslian) This prins>p(e is never 
Mibieci to change Other Islamic dumma* 
(tons also, such as Kinafi, Shafet, Maleki, 
Han bo 1 1 and /sydi, eojoy complete re* 
spect The frillowers u( these sects are 
tree lo perforiii (heir religious cites, 
based iin iheir religious jorisprudcrice 
They arc also recognised as such m the 
loiiris, m connoition w;(h lawsuits deal 
inu with li'liginus teachings and pervmal 
.iffairs I such as marriage, dmnee. here* 
dihirv disputes, wills. etc.K In any area 
where thi majority of the pupulonon 
should consiM of the followers of any ol 
rhest s{«ccs, hnal regulations within ihe 

t owel possessed by the councils will he 
used on ihi* rcgulDtions of that de* 
nomination.'' 

2. Mr Shahabuddm's remarks on ihe 
internal and vsteciial policies uf Iran 
were, to a great extent, nefarious and 
destructive (i is clear that he was only 
quoting somebody elw. most s'eriainly » 
foreign nutiunel who is not aware of the 
current realiilvs in Iran. It is also unlike* 
ly (hat Mr Shuhabuddin is well ac* 
quauiied with the rodlitiex in iioestion 
hf'cause he spent less than a week in Iran 
and during his stay he had a very hectic 
Hhedule in connection with Ihe third 
anniveriary of (h« victory of the Ulamlc 
Revalution in Iran. 

3. Mr Shahabuddin's suoport for rhe 
infidel Baha'i sect was equal tn his 
political assertions. 

4 He has given the title of Imame- 
Zanian to Ayatollah UbOsma, Imam 
Khomeini, leader of the Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion, and has alleged that **8$ far as one 
can read Khomeini's mind, he may well 

E roclaim himsulf the Mshdi one 4ay, if 
e lives lung enough...'’ We would like to 
reiterate ibat this is exactly the nefa¬ 
rious propaganda of non Muslim and 
anti Islamic circles, namely. Ziociiui. im¬ 
perialists and reactuMonca. 

5. The reference to “dnnking and 
..-placet shifted to underground, was 
baselesa. Uow could • Muallm tell aucb a 
lio^ Everybody knows that there is a total 
ben on arinkwg and other vkes, which 


Mr Shababuddm referred to. in Iran. 

6 We would lake to make ii clear that 
at Its peak. Iron's petroleum production 
never eaceeded six million barrels a day; 
the level of export was run for Iran's 
internal requireeienis^ but for the needs 
of mdusirialiscd counines. 

7. The foreign policy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, as a sovereign state, is 
noi under the influence or any govern¬ 
ment or any individual foreign official 
and (here is no need to find aoy alien 
'umbrella ' Mr Shahabuddin has not 
undtTxiood tliat one of the mem causes 
of (he Islamic Revolution was the domi¬ 
nance of foreign and imperialist powers 
and their interference in the iniemal 
affairs of a Mualun couniry. The Iranian 
people-under the leadership of Imam 
Khomeini revolted against the regime of 
the Shah who was a symbol of inpenaliM 
and Zionist dominance. Ther^ore, the 
Muslim nation of Iran, while fighting 
against any kind of foreign inierfcreoce. 
di>e« noi need any help; it needx the 

S ace and blcsvmgs of almightv Allah. 

Illy ilwi<e who do not believe Tn rheir 
faith require ili« su>called 'umbrella' 
Rre*a sectmn, h'mhassv of the /sfamic 
Repubttc of Iren. New Delhi 

Syed Shahahuddrn replies. The uffr 
i'laf Iranian rtocitoo to my report r» 
not .surprising; rhe language is. Bur 
rhen. rtenlottottery fran has irs nam 
standard* ef eriqwerte and dignrry 
t hare noted that the efUetat rejoin* 
der ha« qeesrioned my nwuivev bur no 
fecti However, hetv is my reply in 
the purnrs raised 

J !n the evti n( ihn^ wHo$e ilogen 

IS. 'U Sunmyah. La Shi'yiah, (sla- 
miah, Islamiah,' shouldn'r ell «acrs be 
equei? Whv should rbe Jdfati tthna 
'AsAa/i sect be (hr rtate religion’ 
Why not islaoi as a whole’ lAies rhe 
ylofen ref feci trenun Ay7>ocriry’ 
f Mr report was based on my own 
studies and persona/ observations. 
Reeently when I read Hctkel’t The 
Return of ihe Ayatollah. / was delight¬ 
ed to note that on many poinrs wc 
agreed. Indeed. / wrore <be arihJe as 
j frieird and admirer id the l>Jatnk' 
RevtAution in Irun. nor as a foe or 
it me; so did Httkal 
J 9v' de.*crjbina the Baha'i serf as 
"in/idcl^ the Iranian* have ptren 
thc/r reason tor not remgnisina rl as a 
minuriry coRtmuniiy. But Baha'is do 
not ertnsider themselves Muslims. 
Why not treat rhm as a mtnonty^ In 
Fakisian, the ^dianis call them¬ 
selves Mus/im«,* yet they are treated 
as a minortry. As a 'xiidiiu' at least a 
commumty ts entitled to protet tioo, 
but as ‘‘in/sdel'’ it is doomed / do nor 
support or opmse rhe Baha’is, hut I 
cannot see rhem being reduced to 
rtonpersons. 

4. I rocali havvtg seen rhe titles 
‘|jnain*e*Za9ian' oed 'imom-e-l/ouDa' 
prefixiag rhe name uf the tvadei uT 
the fdamk Revdlatioo. Tbe 4nro//ah 
is certainly not the ImdA of at) the 
Mualims and has ae raitfiduf or rem 
port/ authority oursiw Iran. But 
when the revolutienartet chant, 'Hat- 
la Zaboor-«'Mahdi.‘ ir has only one 
imp/icarioA* the moment of (he 
appearance of the Mahdt is preor- 
< darned Sc the Ayatollah has to be 
alive until that moatent. And tf he is. 


will he claim to be the Afahdj « 
become a docile fo//ower of (hi 
Mahdi? Ihe implication is (hat whet 
the time comes, he will proclain 
himself rhe Afahdi 

5. Does a publii ban imply privati 
accepfance of ihe same? mi society 
can change overniahii laws and fora 
cannot instil moYals in a man. This wt 
have learnt from experience in India 
the USA and Pakistan. 

• 6 I have no quarrel with fran if i 
wishes ro conserve irs oil resources 
Bui recently even j'rs leadership ha; 
spoken of severe economic' ditfictsl 
ries due lo (all in produciio/i. // is fot 
Iran to deride ifs level of producuot 
in accordance with its own needs. 

’ Only time wiU re// wheiher or nO' 
fruit IS seeking a foreign umbrella. A! 
I can say now js that Iran’s geo 
simregic position coupled with (hi 
reverse! of detente woidd force feat 
lo make some diUicuU choices. /, o 
course, wish that Iran should remalt 
firm in tts noruhgned policy, preserve 
fiv independence of acnon, and ftOi 
permit its rem tones ru be converter 
into a battleground fur superpovrers 

‘Unusual’ politician 

1 thank Smmian for rhe kitid aiteniioi 
bestowed on me in Sarup Singh can' 

« • to Haiyana ‘ and Watch this man ii 
•ryaoa f Look mg Glass. 9 and 16 Maj 
resj^cively). Suvoav iv perfectly wUhit 
Its lights (0 hold opinions and perhap; 
•Iso to make innuendoes: but let us a 
least get the facts nght- 
1 I have not been manhandled, a. 
sugaesied. It can happen at any time, bu 
sfl far ii has not happened. 

2 There was no occasion when I looket 
fu( Mi l)evj Lai as an escort. We havi 
moved around in each other’s compani 
on certain Mcasions, bui never becauat 
(here was any fear of anybody misbe 
having. 

3. virile It is true that 1 have nut goni 
about canvassing and addressing meet 
mgs. this IS something vrhich I had madt 
clear to Chaudhurv (maran Singh on (h< 
verv first day 1 had inlJ him that due t< 
my health and tempe-rxment i''fflan o 
learnina,' «> use Sc'no.sv'ik phrase i. . 
would r>c very happy to assist in iht 
selection <>f caiididutuv, but the rest o’ 
the job should he done by others. 

Finally, 1 would like to point out that 
am noi a politician in the sense that mosi 
of the ntner people nre; 1 strayed intc 
politics becauM- of circumstances. Ii 
other words. 1 still retain the attiiudet 
and values ol an academician. Also, ! 
have been described as a friend of Mi 
Bhajan Lol. This, of course, is true; bui 
ihiA IS the liMt rime that anyone ha; 
chosen to describe me as a friend of Mi 
Bhajan Lai. I do not know how the latter 
will react to this description. 

Air up Suigh, AfP, New Delhi 

_ La3t l etter _ 

W ilh Giani Zail Singh repeatedly 
grumbling about the presence of , 
(he 'foreign hand' m India. 1 have 
stined having doubts about the Con* 
gressit) symbol itself. 

Nareyaji Rutty Nair. New Delhi 





Rneu>fDctcrv-^<'iew9>«0(re^ 
Rneu/'«stounyit Or movbe 0 piorKoeio^' concept 
^Vid gOu rr^oncv ^ fr^dh^ V>our dreom come (rue 

Now C«tour Syn^oie Cc'pc'ocion con be 0^ help 
Rnd moM tf>e tirpossiOie pois^Oie 

Th« C«YOur SgndKore Corporodon off%n iong term 
loons on eosg m&toknentsoc ^eosonobie rote 0^ 
uMh 0 rrorotonon period 0^2 yeor^ 

Tenn iotf>s ve dso ovoiiotM ^ ezp<y^ion or * 

dfversiftcotion bi^ir>ess or for Stortir^ neui vervures 
ogomst (he nxntgoge of red esto(e< including ond 
buiidmg^.mochinerg. foctones. ploncodons rheocres 
ho(ef& restoi/ws shops, oujnership ^lors. mrMs ond 
prtvote or pi^K iiTTXed comporues 
Ger to CottOLf. now Rnd wotch i,iour dreoms 
rotoshope. 
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Kerala results a blow to the RSS Das Munshi’s ‘homecoming’ 





The miserable showing of j 
the BjP in Kerala where 
they have qoc woo a single 
seat, has given the up 
perhand to the Atal Behari 
Vaipayee factign in its run* 

a battle with the diehard 
group. In Kerala the 
KSS domtnared the BJP 
campaign scene and re* 
porredly created a great 
deal of antagonism among 
the minorities. A notable 
RSS hardliner defeated 
was Mr ML. Sondhi. The upp»rAae</.> 

KSS and fhv Vaipayee facuou; AiII thrash uui liieu 
differences when the party executive meets at Surat in 
Gujarat this month. 

Long hot summer 
ahead for Manipur 

Uespite the security fortes' claim thii thev are in hot 

C Lirtuit of the last remaining activists of ine Peoples 
iberation Army (PLA| in Manipur, confirmed rep^s 
indicate that uver a hundred newly trained ?LA men 
have infiltrated into the Imphal valfev from the Kachm 
area of Burma. They were trained by Temba, the last 
Lhasa trained PLA leader still at large. If is also baffling 
that the brain behind the PM continues to remain 
elusive although so many PM members have been 
captured. Those in the know claim that it will not be 
surprising if he is discovered to be occupying a very 
important position in a maior establishment. They aav 
that the production of the tnree volumes of Dawn could 
not be the work of Bi.seshwar or any other person who is 
active in the field. After the capture of PLA supremo N. 
Biseshwar Singh in June t981, there was some talk that 
anun known person, **an MA." mighl lake over the 
leadershtp. With both the "brain" and the "muscle** of 
the PLA still outside the government’s grip, there is no 
end in sight to the insurgency m Manipur 

Watch on Iranians abroad 

The watchful eye of Ayatollah Khomeini doesn't stop 
at (he borders of fran. Iranian embassies abroad keep an 
eye not only on their own errant citizens, bui on foreign 
journalists as well. Last September the public relations 
office of the Iranian foreign ministry issued a directive 
to all its diplomatic staff to put logetner dossiers on "the 
most famous journalists and writers: positions, coonec* 
tioQs etc." Another directive annourKes awards for 
Iranians abrnad who "give the names of counter* 
revolutionaries." and yet another allocates C6.$ million 
for missions abroad to be given to "hesbollahis": "Those 
coming out of Iran under the name of students so that 
they disrupt meeting of countcr revolulionery aad 
anci'Islamic students. 

Iranian embassies have been (old to supply, "with the 
utmost accuracy, the names of all Bahais aad counter¬ 
revolutionaries." and have also been instructed to issue 

E ass permits instead of renewing tlieir passports. India 
as over 5,000 Iranian students, half of them neuiral and 
several hundred who oppose the Ayatollah. The Utter 
no longer get their funds from home or their passports 
rtnew^. 


Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, the djintnuuve*Cungress(S) 
leader frum West Bengal whu successfully seemed ao 
clecioral rie*up with the Convessfl) ai thi state Assem* 
bly polls, 1 $ all set (ojoii. ilieLbr^>^sst.> mai iswh> he 
IS making more noise than the Longiessil) m cUimirti 
that the CPKMMed Left Front could nut have relumed 
(o Mwer had ti not been for massive iigBln>i The vest 
with which he is campaigiiUig on th«*»*r lib vs on,*. Hav# 
pleased Mr^ (•uiulh.. 6r ^se, why ihould !><*.' * Oourd««r* 
sban he su inteievu J in Das Mun>hi these A s^nlor 
man from fHiordvshaii was deputed to a ccicnt mess 
conference held by Oas MunsJu m Delhi Duordarshau is 
not known to diow such generosities to an opposition 
leader unless, of course, it has been asked lo But (hen. 
Y B. Chavan also was pa«npertj lor a time and then 
ditched 


The PIVTs Italian 
connection proves costly 


Everyone seems lo have fgigotien the Thiil Vaishut 
J'Cituiser project of (h** r.^'siriyai, iirmkulNand I'eiiihs* 
en Limited This i$ the very ^ame uroject ihut hit the 
headline^ last year whan ihe consultancy contiaci was 
awarded to an Italian firm. Snem ProgeitL despite the' 
faci ihat lechtiKal sum.'u* .^*vs hid othvt 

turns. Bui with lluliiii firms these dity^ guttinj*. "r.io»( 
favnured * treatment in the counirv i thanks tu the Piime 
Minisier's duughter m law), (vclnncal cmsidwatiuiis 
were brushed aside, for what the union shemKaK ;ind * 
fertiliser secretary. Mr Kamanuthan, in a replv ru a 
parliamentary committee, describt'd as * supoijoi non* 
technical reasons." Mow (tie estimaied project cost tvu, 
has sboi up According to a recent official estiniair the*. 
cost of the project, estimated at Ks 511 34 i.rores at (lie 
time of Its sunciion twu yeaiv ago, has now ^mrc up tu Ks ' 
S88.88 crMes. Not only d»d "superini non (cchDJol 
rea*a>ii»" delay (he decisiuii making, bui they aie now 
proving to be cxtrerncly costly lor the nation .* 

Textile strike a 

serious challenge to Bhosale 

The strike by over one 
lakh Bombay textile work- 
*ers led by Dr Datta Samant. 
which entered its 134th day 
on 31 May. is posing a se 
rious political challenge lor 
chief minister Kabasaheh 
Bhosale. He had prcdiried 
at least four times during 
the last three months that 
the strike would end^'to the 
extent of giving specific 

dates Pe,ha« ^ .Areate«etf> 

his own failure to handle ___ 

(he situation, he has met Dr Samanr's threat of a "jail ' 
bAarau andofan " with the mvitatinn: "My jails are open, 
walk in." And now Mr Ramrau Adik, tliv founoi ii(ian«.e 
minister, is attempting to use the sirike lo cui iluwn his 
arch rival CM Bhosale Meenwhile the millowners have 
resorted to large scale “impont" of workers from 
Bhiwandi. Ahmedebed and even Bhopal. 













Gan we sleep in peace ? 


M. J. AKBAR interviews Gen. Zia 



ou SM, yoxn mumt know thni one 
element ofa mu in uniform... 
le the hu mu element 









An interview today would have a vary u^■ 

# I # vhu.s starting point: Mr Satwar Singh'i vistt. 

W M It WAS a sudden visit. Would you have any 
0 reactions? 

A; Mr Karwar Singh's vMt was mil so 
sudden, we knew about it. 

Q: But not vet} much before. 

A: I( was not publicised to that extent, but we were aware 
that he was coming. Basically he brought a reply to my 
letter that I had written to Madam Gandhi m Marclw^n 
the 21st or something, 1 am not quite sure about the date At 
piescnr it would not he, m my upinigri. fruitful to divulge 
the contentv^I will be frank with you^but it is a very 
positive response. And we hope if we proceed in this 
manner, our effort to bring about a lasting peace between 
India and Pakisiar\ (which includes) my offer of a oo war 
pact, will be m sight. 

Q' This lerrei then restores the momenrutn for peace 
which had been disrupted at Oeneva 

A: Very much so. I think it paves the way for a meeting 
(which can take things up) from where we left them after 
the last foreign ministers' conference in Delhi, and perhaps 
broach even wider areas if necessary*. 

Q: Oo you '^nvisHy.e » hi gher Ivvot inetiin$i aOir this 
letter? 

A. No It waiild bv about the seme level: foreign 
ministers, maybe foreign secretaries (laughs) If you are 
looking for (a hint) whether Madam Gandhi wants to meet 
me It does not exist in this letter. But I always tell my 
friends from India when they ask me this: 1 met her in 
Salisbury, and I am looking for an opportunity to meet her 
a^in it will be my pleasure and honour to exchange views 
with the Prime Minister of India 

0; /ti Delhi or in hUmebad? 

A As far as I am concerned, it will be equally mv honr»ur 
whether it is in Delhi or Islamabad. 

Q You did mention that perhaps the range of discussions 
could be wider Could we assume that the prospects of joint 
commissions are very near, or could emerge in the near 
future? 

A' I am nut sure about the range whudi it could 
encompass, but a» a follow up of the conversation which 
took place m Delhi, both the laaues came up for discussion. 
Mad^m GandhiS offer of a joint commission which she 
iniiiaceJ at a press cunference, and our offer of a no-wai 
pact. The aim is not to sign on some pieces of paper, the aim 
1 .S to find a permanent settlemenT*~as permanent as human 
nature could brine about. And cti that respect, any proposal 
or any number of proposals that come across would, in my 
opinioh, be an effort towards that end. 

Q: Why did Geneva aviually happen^ 

A I have no idea. I explained this to one nr two Indian 

{ ournalists and also tu our jaumalists: it is the Human 
lights Commission which meets m Geneva. Pakistan is 
represented by a prominent Mrsunality. For the past some 
time, Mr (Agha> HiJaiy. who had been our foreign secretary 
and ambassador in Washington—a ve^ able diplomat^ad 
been repre«enting us. And we had been continuously 
mentioning Kashmir in international forums, to the extent^ 
that we feel that it should be mentioned, and also taking 
care of—not so much India's, as of Madam Gandhi's 
sensitivities. I'll be quite frank with you. So, in the .same 
way, Mr Agha HiUly mentioned abmt the right of the 
self'determination of the peopJe of Kashmir. Mr Bhagat 



The aim is not 
ei^ on some pieces 
of paper, the aim Is 
to hnd a permanent 
a e 111 e m a n t*^ a s 
permanent ae hu* 
man nature oouJfl 
bring about. 


We want to make 
peace with India. 
At the head of the 
Indian fl^ovemment 
today ia Mrs Gan* 
dhi. I have got to 
have a rapport with 
her. I have no other 



cook the bit in his mouth, snd i>«id $0 much which was not 
expected. 

When people Mk me wherher 1 prompted Mr Hilaly to say 
(what he did) 1 say. If you feel so, yes, \ accept it, bur 
answer this. If you think Mr Bhagat spuke whai he did at 
the behest of Sndla, I accept rhai Mr Agha Hiialy s inidal 
comments or subsequent reply was at ny beneit' fl you 
think that Mr Bhagat mi^t have acted spontaneously on 
the spot, (hen accept also (hat Mr Hilalv might also nrvn 
acted in ihat manner. This is wliaf happened I think ir van* 
a veiy unuvual fhuig. Oiuy .i cuuplt* ot wteki iHloic thu( 1 
ihink Mr Agha Shani meniioned the same thing what Mr 
Hibly did, and in a little bit more detailed manner. We 
really did not see why it touched Mr Bhagat.. 

Q: Then would you Sav that we were trying n interrupt 
the momentum (or peace? 

A: Frankly speaking, at 1 said, it has left many doubts. 
Bui if 1 (accept) (he act ion of Mr Agha Kilaly, (hen I am also 
prepared to accept that perhaps Mr Bhagat reacted more 
violently than he should have. It was ihe twif personalities 
who reacted in a particular manotr. We didn't care much 
about this, but India took It very seriously, to the extent of 
even postponing ihe meeting of the forei^ secretaries. Wo 
hope that they realise the reality of the fact: it was Just two 
individuals.. 

Q: Do you accept Mrs Gandhi's credentials as n person 
who wjitM peace^ 

A; (Laughs^ A very difficult question. See, now we want 
(n make peace with India. At the head of the Indian 
govi^rnment today is Madam Gandhi 1 have got (o have a 
rapport with her. I have nu other means. So ihe option 
b^ure me is that either 1 ignore her end go straight to the 
people of India—which will nut be very prudent, and in any 
case I do not have the means to do so—or. since she is an 
elected Frime Minister, I see no reason why I should doubt 
her credential 

Q: The past, nr the fact that you might not like <nmc of 
her rhetoric, wnuftf not., 

A: Fersimal likes and dislikes apart, one thing whii h I try 
and put acros.s to friends from the oihcr side is ihai if wc 
have to open a new chapter then we have to forget a lot of 
the past—which we have done. 1 am not sure what your 
observaijons have been of Pakistan today, bur 1 assure you 
that Pakistan has triad and is in ihe process of forgetting a 
lot of the past So we have to close that chapter, start 
afresh, if we want to have a meaningful relattonihip which 
amounts to peaceful settlement, or normalisation, u we ger 
involved in the past then many issues will gel entangled. 

Q: What ts your assessment of our reoctions to your 
proposal? 

A* Very cautious, I would say. er. somewhat not upto my 
expectations. 1 expected a more warm and spontaneous 
response. Because (he background of this nn war pact is nor 
that it is just at the spur of the moment We have been 
watching India's reactions for quite some time ai least 
since Madam Candhj came on the scene agam. And it 
appeared (hat India's fears were genuine, it appeared (that 
they believed) that Pakistan has an auressive policy 
towards India mspite of my explanations that generally in 
the cold logic of military relaiionship one does rio( en bv 
emotions. And one does not judge the intentions of the 
other party, one judges their capability It today I am 
asseuing India's potential. I should not see whether Madam 
Gandhi 1 $ friendly to Pakistan, or unfriendly, I should judge 
what India la capable of with the present resources i)iar it 
has. 


Whjt dti yim (hiiik India is capjMe vl with rhv 

rfwiwrttfs It h.is^ 

At Inti id i« ftmerKuiA ^ *< vvry siiung p<»wef bnih 
cconomK<<!1y AtiJ miliMrily in liii^ ri>giuii And ihi^ Ma«uk 
or posiiton whuh hd& achieved or is trving ru achieve, 
•MS TO ht'f in her own bei^use her si/e, of her 

B iuity. >ind perh.ips Intcame u( thu re<|uir«m6nT ihal 
Id h«ii in otir rr^ion Wl* do not f:nidKes we do noT envy 
India on thill seorc. 

; Would you likt' to miteian' rh,ii^ 

Vi*4. Hefiniielv Siniiljrlv. if Intiin is asvsstng PakiS 
yn AS lo whar is Pakistan's«diMbilily and ca|>a4iiy ii would 

( live lliem .1 rcruir ihar Pokislan is not in a posiiion lo 
ndolfio, Pilher emoinin.illv m deiitst’uioJy. in any form of 
voAfrom.iuon with ItMiia 

Q- l)o YOU think wais orv started men of lot:u * Or do 

C u think fh**y ar** st*#rf«'i/ /n- im’/i who h*iie miimentardy 
t ihtfir hu*' ^ 

A: il von se«> rh« histoiy wan.in* vmi will S4.'e hoih 
StWetimeN wars have ou silly thiniss which history 

Miw rememhers as fiMilish, somerimeb wars haw started on 
More spyrdic reasons, on prmcipWs. Take the war 

a e tne Wars of Hoses. Then take the w.u of Ciallipnlr But 
ei the |>r< sent circumstances we find that since wars 
•re no lonnar osn nf sheer chfvali v. ihev can lead iria lot «*f 
Mfferine and loss humaniiy We hop«‘ that mure careful 

fjHisidc radon js niven now Iwfore ware are started. Kalk- 
l4nd is au us ample But if you luck deeply into the crisis you 
wtti find rhire are basic prmciph's involved li is not 1.900 
Iflaiuh 's fui whom Nfr> ’fhatvner has cone, »i is hasuallv 
fh« pfimjpU' ol the sowreiicnty of ihc I'K over a pine nf 
t c frirory We hope th;i( wars will not l>e the result of 
epontrioeuus emotional outburst on the parr uf a |K*rs4>i»aMiv 
nr j government 

Q: >'ou did nieuiinn th.ir Pakiitjti h.id done its brtt to 
forget the j*jst Sim one ot the views t h.ivc hem hearing is 
thoi a Pakisr.ini m.ry hse a lunlr. htil he itewr acsopts 
^frat f>o voe rhf/;k th.n in rhr area when* people make 
tkoir dtxisions. in tpoih the mind -ind the heart, there 
dM^n'r remain a dc.sire among an imr^ortant scetiun m 
f^isrun 10 wipe o(l the humihatinn uf I9?t hya tatinal or 
moral mil it ary victitty^ 1‘oihaps in an aii a r tack of the kind 
in trhieh hroel hlastcd Irari's nuclear installations 
. A' One uf the Muslim cnunli les known roi i(> chivalrv. its 
caUiury might, and also for its pride, la Turkey Turkey lost 
fiM Firsr World War. hui ji never made it a matter of 
prestige to fight anoihet war. So, Pakistan is also very 
proud of Its heritage, of us chivalry, fiui I dun'i think we 
CM take pi ide in lonlish blunders Wc I'M a wat. we lost it 
And if wc go deeper iniri chi>. I blame mys«lf'-lhai is. 
Pekistan (for (he 1971 defrai>- hccaiiw ii was a lesnll of. 
in my opinion, military blunders, chaos And the result of 
web foolish rhiiigv is always defeat. Let us hope that after 
ppying that puce, we can live m pe.ice with India, on a level 
of equality, as equal partners. (If we can achieve that) we 
•rill have given a lor to humanity, rather than mere 
«inotinn:il outbursts and clincing to a lost pride. 

Q: flow much was viiur effort rowards pt'oee. begun 
forgely towards the end of last year, due to the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan? 

A: li was partly due to that, hut I have been at this for the 
Um five years, I started off with Mr Morarii t>esai. We had a 



We had been con* 
ilnuously mention* 
Ins* Kashmir in in* 
leraational forums, 
lo the extent that i t 
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Madam Gandhi's 
sensitivities. 



One does not Judge 
the intentions of 
the other party, one 
judges their capa* 
bility. If today 1 am 
judging India's 
potential, I should 
not see whether 
Madam Gandhi is 
friendly to t’akis* 
tan. or unMendly, I 
should judge what 
India is capable of • 


very su<’i««ssfii1 mnings Ami then as srwm as Mrs (Gandhi 
I •me. we sl^rlcd off with her. And the iicLupaiion or 
intervention of the Soviet t'nion in Afghani^ion has 
HCielerated m.i(tvrs to that extent, because m thtir w;ike 
came the American military sales programme and the 
possible induction of ihv i* lobrnught leai s min the Indian 
mmd I'hji rejiulted in my assurances, I >djJ. here you are, 1 
.vm offering the band of fnend^hip. 

0 Vc»u don't sound tc'rriblv m'iitary. for a general 

Q l>u ,wo lA'/ik the mistakes uf the generals who ruled 
yakistan the last time have helped ynu learn whai nut to 
do* 

A. 1 have learnt the hard way because, to tell you quite 
Irajikly, when on July (we look over from Bhutto) I 
thought we were in huemevs only momentanlv, and m 9fl 
dayv' time we would be off. Rut when 1 found we had got 
really bogged down, \ thought we might .is well make a good 
Kib of It. Then 1 started understanding whoi were the 
mistakes we made and we have tried to avoid them. 

Q- Whoi do yev think were the piwcipal mistakes? 

A I won't go into Pre&idvni Ayub's era because I think 
when history IS written Field Marshal Ayub will go down as 
one of iho great bencfactois of Pakistan, inspiieof the fact 
that he was the first person who introduced military 
intervention m Pakistan —we must give him the credit as 
well av the discredit where it is due. But in his ten years, 
regime be brought about the golden era for Pakistan. 
Pakisun's real economic development, ns agricultural 
prospeiity, and also Pakistan’s real arrival on the world 
map was Kielcl Marshal Ayub's contribution. He also made 
mistakes. cverybcMJy makes mistakes, I am sure when 
history is written they will say 7.ia*uJ made so many 
mistakes. As long as one is cautious, and one does not make 
any mistakes knowing all the facts of Mu... But take 
President Yahya. They lost sight of the basic ingredients 
(hat socjciy in Pakistan demands, which is an I.slamic state 
The country was brought about in the name of Islam, How 
could you tolerate nders who, leave alone the name of 
Islam, were indulging In things which no sane society would 
ever allow? 

Q. Uke? 

A. Women. Lavish entertainments. No consideration for 
the poor man. No consideration for statecraft. There was 
nothing that that government did. And suddenly we found 
that we were at war with India. We lost half of Pakistan. 
Good lurk to Bangladesh, they have all our good wishes 
now. Of course, It {creation of Bangladesh) was destined to 
be $ 0 .1 do not dispute that, but if we had played our cards 
properly, (here would still have been the same Pakistan 
which was created by the Queid*e*Aiam (Jinnah). 

We came in on S Jmy (1977) with a particular cause. My 
intervention was not a result of my perMnal, emotional 
involvement in this, or of my colleagues. We came in aiur 
watting for 97 days. Mr Akbar, I tell you, each one of those 
days was lihe one year. There were riots in the cities. 
People ceme out with their chests bered, with the Quran 
and Ka/ao (coffin) on their heads, came out on the irrenta 

..•a » I .kAm 



Q; 

A: No. whin III 


No. whin I liy I. it ii ii hiid of tho army. Wi bit 400 
.' on thi itroiCi of Paktitan. Why? Thay wart uktng 
lor N/atni>t'M(4*ra/ii Itiamic liwi, Thay naver laid thay 
had any thing againat (tha) Paopla*! Party. 

Q: Thty wan/ad a/acrioni, isn't Hf 

A: No. 

Q: Th§ ag/fa(/ofl waj tgaMfr rha ngglnt c( tha aiaerboi, 
wtM'r itf 

A: Yai. rigging of tha alactloni. And thay lald, *Wa want 
alactloni. ana wa want alactloni which ara maant for tha 
introduction of Iilamic lawi in Paklitan * Thli wai tha cry of 
tha paopit. Paopla daman dad that tha artnad forcet ahouid 
coma out and throw ihii government out. Wa rtipondad to 
(hat. So thli wai tha oladga with which wa came. And I 
think thla itaalf rectified a lot of miatakes made by 
PraaiJarit Yahva. 

Q: I acrep/ r/rar new demands were made by ihe peo/Ue 
But at /aair pari of the demand waj for poUs whrch have 
still not been held in your country. 

A: I don't think the naopla ware lo keen to go for 
raalaction at tha time ai inay ware keen tv lea a changcov 
ar which promliad the introduction of lilam Why have thay 
(oleratad me for five year# in Paklptati? 

^, Ibis is a auastion which / would like to <nme back to 
after we fhi.ih oar d/acu$.«rwi of tndtyFak refarjon«. 
Vou SUV there are mistakes an our stde. and you hold your 
viewpoint. But we have alto not reken too kintUy to certain 
statements mode hy you. For example, your fraramanri on 
Hunta and Gileit. What is your pasitwn on that? 

A; You mult have (heard) the story of tha lamb and tha 
wolf on (ha wB(ars (laughs loudly/ If you want to create 
prohiam!!, than you can taka any itatemani.. What hap* 
panad? It was Mr Kuldip Nayar who asked me about the 
obiarvari from tha n^rtharn araai. J laid. 'Mr Nayar. what 
is wrong with it?* Ha said, 'But tha northam araai a/a a pan 
of Kashmir.' I said, 'Kashmir is a disputed area.’ Now since 
we are administanna that area: Aiao Kaihmir is not a part 
of Kashmir, it ii adjoining Pakistan but it has a different 
status. The northern areas of Pakistan have also a different 
status Bur i have given people of those areas an opportun¬ 
ity to come and attend the Ma^/js-e'A'hoora and be ipccta- 
ton to an audience which is trying to solve the problems of 
Pekistan What ii wrong with it? 

/ 5he/irA Abdullah has just isiued a white paper 
I have heard of it. 

Q' Which s^tilficaUy provas lAar these areas ere part of 
Kashmir, and they are nor in dispute as far as that is 
concerned. 

A: But this is where tha point if. Sheikh AbduiUh may 
think whatever ha likes. But in my opinion and also In 
Madam Gandhi's cpinloni Kashmir is • disputed area. And 
we accept the position aa such. 

G* Bur why do you find dif/arencas between the stetus oi 
Asad Kashmir and the status of Hunta and CUgit? 

A; This was the state at the time of partition. The siatesof 
Hunia. digit. Skardu owed their allegiance to the Maher 

of kaihmir. But in accordance with the treaty with the 
British, they hade status of thalrown.end they had allowed 
a Jink uf Blltgianee to the Maharaja of Kaihmir. This pert of 
the northern areas was not like Srinagar. MuiaffarabatT 
Kotlior Hajl Fir Pan, and we have flowed It lo remain that 


t 


I don't think wo can 
take pride in fooli • 
•h blunders. We 
loot a war, we lost it. 
1 blame Paklitan 
(for the 1971 de¬ 
feat)-*^ bee auee it 
was a result of, in 
my opinion, milit¬ 
ary plunders and 
ehaos. 
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Ws never eatd 
Kashmir should jro 
to Pakistan...We 
never eaid (it 
should) Isave In* 
dia. We said, let thp 
people of Kashmir 
make their own de* 
oieion...And if the 
Kashmiris wishsd 
to take the Indian 
•Ide, who am I to 
say nof 


way It if • disputed territory, Ilka Asad Kashmir. 

O* Bur this issue being rais^ in such e way does noi 
rWrecr. rn any lasa. favourably on your desire fot pease. 

A' Who raised it? (Leu^i). Not me We had th/es 
observers to attend our federal 
does thli make? 


Not me 
council What different 


Q' But you have gone on record as seying rher xhe«e areat 
are part of Pakistan. 

A: No, no. no. t have not said so Northern areas and 
Kashmir are disputed lerriiories end we accept them ai 
such. Period 


? . And they ere not part of Pakistan. 

We do not accept them ai pan of Pakistan, otherwlM 
(he whole battle if lost. How can we talk about Kashmir and 
the United Nadvns and things like that. 

Q. Talking of Kashmir, do you roally think in your heari 
of hearts that our Kashmir could ever go to Pakistan? 

A' We don't ley so We never said it should go to 
Pakistan 

(J: Or that it ever could leave India. 

A: We never said lit should) leave India. Wa said. Jet the 
people of Kashmir make their own deciilon And I see no 
rteion why Indie should have rejected such a simple offer 
Because they cvuld have even manipulated Uhe polls) if the 
elections were held. And if the Kaihmiria wished to take 
the Indian side, who im I to say nv? 


Q: How much raalisatton is there in PaJrifran rhei the 
deotands of reaJpof/riJr are that the line of conttvJ should be 
accepted as the boundary? 

A: There are two things. In 3S yteri of the life of 
Paklitan. Kashmir has always been the focus of all activity, 
In every election menifesto of Pekisten, it hei been in 
issue. It it the opposite In India. Kashmir has never figured 
in the election campaigns In India. This is the reality end 
you can't ignore It, ti far as Pakiitin Is concerned. 

5 1; And you don't think the people of PeJri.iran woedd be 
ling to' accept arbitration or a treaty which would... 
At What the people of Pakistan are looking for Is e 
settlement in Kashmirln the light of the deciaretinn Of the 
United Nations, and settlement in the light of the Simla 
Agreement in which it was stated that notwlthelanditig the 
position of both of the sides, the two sides were willing to 
talk about the dispute. 

Or Bat bilaterally 

A; Bilaterally And also, the .Simla Agreement says.very 
clearly that the Kashmir issue cun be taken to any 
incemetionil forum depending on the position of efther 
aide. The Simla Agreement is very clear on the Kasfimir 

issue. What wet discussed verbally between Msdam Caodhi 
end the late Mr Bhutto we do not know. One would Very 
much like to know whet happened. But the legality otthe 
paper is that ir does not bind Pakistan nut to approach 
international forums on the Kashmir issue. 

Q: Coffsjder/ng that the origin of tndo-Fak wars have 
been Kashmir, how far does the contra dictiun you you naif 
admit negate the DOsaibiVriy of a genuine no-war peer or a 
friendship rreaty? 

A; Wa should lund by our cummitment that Kashmir ii a 
dispute end must be resolved peacefully, we will not rksbrt 



to arm^ even on the question of Ka»hrnir. All it requires is a 
dialogue and sincere feelings nn both sides lu resolve the 
issue* and I am sure we can find a solution. 

Q: Vou w>// pstrdnn what you might consider an importi 
nencr; here we get info the nolure of goveinmvnts. What 
guarantee do we hove that an agreement with your 

J fuverri/nenr, t^tticularly on an issue which has such 
ongrcrm imp/ications as this, will ho honoured tf another 
government rakes over m yoor oountry^ 

A: The next government which will come will be an 
elected government An elected government, in my opin- 
ion, would carry out ail the tommirmenrs made by the 
martial law government in P>ikiiian, I ran assure you this 
much. I can't say what was the guarantee given by the 
(British) Labour government* and an elected govemmunt 
came and changea the decisions of un elected government 
What were the assurances th^i Mr Murarji Dvsai could give 
to many of the people and uihers mvoKedl in India, that ihe 
neat government when it cHtnc would follow these commu 
ments? Generallv governments honour the commitments of 
the previous govcrnment>. irrespective of their nature. 1 
have cume at the heud of the martial law regime and I have 
honoured all the commitments of the previous regime 
which was overthrown by me And 1 hope that after the 
confidence rhat has been generated in my goveriimeni or m 
the present regime, the next government which cumes will 
honour the cummirmvnts made bv us. Particularly in the 
search for peace with Indix And f can assure you that the 
undertakings of the present regime will be lionnurud Rui t 
can only say so. 

Q: Pid Mr S<uw.ir Stngh rai<e the issue of the northern 
territories wuh vou^ 

A: Yes ((»esrures that he wnutd not hko tu discuss *his 
furtheri 

e . Would you <. on Ildar makirig gestures of pra« treaf 
• value tliat would help the momentum for peace.* For 
;n$rat;ce, we have been n'</ue>t/iig that ihe hireckerx be 
sent beck to our country (or /rial, and you nave been 
stalliiiB. 

A: Ko. we have not been stalling. We have a very dear 
position on the hijackers' Issue. We have much more 
strinaent laws on hijacking in Pakistan than in India. The 
hijackers were arrested on Pakistan soil and I consider 
myself honour bound tu try them in Pakistan, according to 
the existing Jaws in Pakistan. This is niy legal position. 
India is not a si^atory to any of the (international) laws on 
hijacking, legally they cannot even ask for the return of the 
hijackers As far as my gesture is concerned, mv gesture 
would be more valuable once my enquiry is complete and I 
iry them and 1 punish them Not like nur (Pakistani) 
hijackers in Afghanistan or somewhere else ffaugfis). 

Q: But how soon will this process fructify tn a trial? 
A: Within the next month or so. 

Q: A trial will actually commence? 

A; It should commence. 

Q: And it is your dec;sjurt that the trial will take place 
here. 

A: No. we have not yet decided. We have two options. We 
;an try them here, we can send them out to India The 
:hances are that they perhaps will be tried in Pakistari. But 
t deMnds on the decision of the cabinet. 

Q: The other issue w/rich has of late come into orominen' 
:e has been the release of Indian prisoners who nave been 
detained in Pakistani jails for many years, and I believe 
‘hat our government has given photogyaphs o/ such 


Sbeikh Abdullak 
may think vhatav* 
er he llkee. But in 
my opinion and 
alec in Madam Oan- 
dhl*a opinion, 
Kaehmir is a dii* 
puted area. 




1 will never tell a 
lie. I do not claim to 
be an an^el, but 
even in politics, 
when it is a ques« 
tlott of your pre« 
sti^e, your coun¬ 
try's prestige, I 
would rather 
accept the Blame 
than tell a tie. 


prisoners Th* vou rhmk there could hr qiurk jcuon in rht^ 
regard* 

A You See. vou must know that one elemcni of a man in 
uniform which will always tuuih him is the human element. 
All soldiers are irained lu respect human values Vrm will 
never find in Pakistan, ai least as fei as 1 am cniuernpil. 
anybody being detained unnecessarily. This quesiiMn of 

S prisoners was fir*.* brought lo my nuiiie hv Sardai Swar.iii 
iingh. So I told Sardar Sahib, please give us some clue' who 
are these people Apperemly, acvoiding ro ihem. rhese are 
the prisoners of the IS* I war So 1 sa id. 'Stirilai Sahab, how 
do you expect Pakistan to retain your prisoners fni Ivn 
years* For that matter we have a large claim on you' He 
said,'how? We have hundreds of persons who are missing 
ever since the 1971 war and we are trying to locate them ’ 
So I said, 'Please send us some more details' Then Kanwar 
Netwar Singh, when he was ambassador here, raised the 
issue, and 1 said, 'Please give us deiuils.' So when out 
delegation went across* I told them in please ask India lo 
provide the phoiographs. We have nuw leceived the 
photographs id 40 persons. And we have sent lh« copies lo 
all our jails, and if and when we find ihem.thnse pno^ners 
will not be detained in Pakistan. On the other hand, we 
have some .140 army personnel who are missing We arc also 
trying to send their photographs. 

Q: That should not he very difficult, the photographs of 
such ^'rsonnel should be on file- 
A* In addition vre have offered that all oon-.securiry 

P risoners anyone from the Indian embassy can go around 
akistani jails and identify them if he can. We have handed 
over such pr*osners many a time without any fanfare. 

Q: I befieve ihere are Hindus in Baluchivtan who would like 
to go over for leerthtpi/grimagej and are not being given 
passports 

A: They want lo go. And I approached the Indian 
government to please allow them. We have nur received an 
answer as yet This is my suggestion We havr reken some 
decisions unilaterally. We have reduced the postal rates. 
Q: We have done that too. 

A: We have opened up two new shnnes for Hindus, one in 
Punjab, one in Sind. Then I asked the government uf India 
through our ambassador and also through Kanwar Natwar 
Singl^Ust lime I was in Baluchistan, a Hindus met me 
and asked why they couldn't eo to India to iheir shrines. I 
said, (you are) most welcome. We have not received a reply 
from the government of Indie. 

Q: The mention of hiyackers brings me to the accusation 
that Pakistan is strpporrxitg the Anafrsran movement. 

A: False. One thing I must tell you: we are not Machiavel* 
lis. We believe in straight business. And, mind you. 1 
believe in the standards of morality as preached by tslam. I 
think ii is immoral to interfere in the internal affairs of a 
neighbour. More than that I can't say. I am sure that the 
Indian government hae much larger, wider means available 
to them lo find out the reality as to how much Pakistan is 
interfering in the internal lifeirt of East Punjab. They 
know the reality. 

g . You say that you believe in the standards of morality 
• as praaehed by Islam, But now you are In potties, and 
we know the reputation of people who are in polities. Has 
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tell you the hackjiround of this. Mr CaUeghan, ibcn Prtme 
Minister of Croat Britain: he came here. I was taken by 
surprise. Mr Callaj^han was visiting Intha, and we sot a 
message before his vi\it chat he was going to India and that 
after his visit he would like to come to rekistan for three 
days. Jt was at his initiative, not ours, i was quite sur^sed. 
This was in 1978, Martial law had just begun. I just could 
not believe that the (’rime Minister of the mother of 
democracies wanted tn come and visit Pakistan where there 
is a military re^me Anyway, he came. We had a wonderful 
meeting, exceHent. And in the evening, just before the 
banquet. I asked Mr Challaghan 1 said. *Mr Callaghan, you 
have spent 40 years or so in politics. What have you learnt 
OU 1 of this?* He sold. 'What do you mean?'I said, 'Give me in 
brief the lessons uf your political life ' He said, ’In brief, ni 
give you two. Speak the truth and believe tbe people * I 
have tried to follow Mr Callaghan in thai, apart from my 
own Islamic convictions. 1 wdi never tell a lie. 1 do not claim 
to be an angel, but even in politics, when it is a question of 
your presiiee, your couiiiryS prestige, I would rather 
accept (he nlume than tell a lie. 

But the very fei't {hat you have promised elections and 
they have had to be postponed so many times: certainly an 
uh.verviT tend^ to feel that you are staUtw deiiberateiy. 

A; Only those whu do nut know the reabty. Their fears 
may he genuine, and they may he saying that this chap from 
that pujiic of View you can say this man Is telling lies. Bui if 
you are in Pakistan, and see the reality you will know that it 
was not mu who postponed the elwiions, 1 did nut postpone 
(he second elections (of 1977 j. 1 stand for elections Alllwy 
IS that the tune is nor yet ripe And I am ihc best jud^, >h 
my opinion, to find the best time to hold election.^, andtl^n 
stick by us results. 

Q: To come back to tt.Jia and Pakistan: we have proposed 
a friendship treaty rather than simply a no-war pact. Why 
do ynu think a nu w,n ptici is esM-nrial before a friendship 
treaty^ 

A: friendship ireaiivs, if you see rhvir history, are in my 
opmion-'in the fieJd of dipJomacv. in the field of political 
rtUtionship—generally of u very Ww key Unless you want 
lo take the friendship between India ano the Soviet Union, 
•which is on a fairly high key. And then ii is not really a 
question of how many troaiics you have, or how many joint 
commissions: what is hugging tis both at the present 
mumenr is the lack of confidence. And, therefore, I thought 
(hat if you want to create confidence then you have to have 
a ve^ solid ground. And 1 thought the sofidity of the base 
could be better protected by a no war pact. Start off hy 
saying we are not guing to go lo war. Now. on this base, 
build av many structures as you like: have a treaty of 
friendship, have joini commissions, have multiple trade, 
more exchange of visits; have as much and as high a 
structure as you like. But (he base must be strong enou^ to 
uproot the lack of confidence and the suspicions that are 
lurking in both minds. 

Q: Do you think that the friendship treaty and tbe no war 
pact t$ MSJcaPy an exercie in egoism? 

A: Perhaps. This is what 1 think. But even then we have 
said we will go along with anything that you like. We are 
not opposed to any idea, any idea that can generate 
confitfence and bring the rwo countries together is accept* 
able to me in the same spirit as my own proposal. But then 
as a man 1 also have something of my own ego: after ail. 
what is wrong with the no*war pact? Let us come back to our 
original proposal. We won't let you hedge. You say. Joint 
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According to Islam 
it is immaterial 
how a ruler has 
emerged. But what 
is important is 
whether he is the 
follower of the Book 
and a practising 
Muslim., .select 
those who are pious 
among^ you... j 


commeuion; we accepr ir. Treaty of friendship woaciepiir, 
Bui what aboui the non*war paci^ 

X ’ It IS fairly clearly perceived m hidui’^I mean mjiiodv 
eves that kakistan wilt aeiually occupy Indian if\ 
absurd. 

A: It's absurd. 

Q: It'S eauatly absurd (or aitybodv hvrv to think we (.in 
occupy Lanore But there is a genninv uppivheiision. .md 
that IS about vour nuc/ear pn^gramme «i/ii/ capacity to make 
a bomb If i^akistat) has the bombs, you haw said that 
f'akisian was not in this bu.imess of makim: j Itoinh, fiiir 
there has been a BBC imygrainnie and reiMirts ilnif ^jkr5/.iji 
rs gome ahead with the project. 

A* All those programmes. repoKs ar« fiiKe. I uii asMirv 
you that we are nut making the Ixjiiib 
Q; And you are j good Muslim ivfiu A fmiie >>/1 ivben ^uyins 
(barf? 

A: You must liclieve me iitutshsi II1 w.iv tn.ikiiiu j liomh 
how do I krse by saying that I am m.iking u ImmpU? Where 
J lose^ 

O: With Amenta 

A Thev have asked us, 'Would you (»poii voiii IhuIiiics 
for ins{>eciion’''' And we h.ive >ajiJ, ves. Wi* liavi* ofli*>ud ilie 
inspection of all our micleiir fji’iliuus. hul wv s.ud thvv 
must inspect the facilities of all: this much w«* Havi* offered. 
IxMik a( our track record W> arc the ones who h.ive usked 
for a nuclear fret /one in the Indian Oceuu We li.ivc* 
offered to India to lei’s open each nrheTs faiiji|ie> foi 
inspection under The Simla Agreemvnt, hrkuerullv So >t I 
was indulging in an affair of rhj« njture, du voii ihiiik I 
would be so open hear led or c^eiv minded^ 

Q: The Uls ambassador ro Riki.vrua tcicnily went rn 
Karachi and did mention that four huidh.s hail ori.seii in 
VS'Pakisian relations, and onnof the poirit.c ho oiont/oried, 
in addition to opium and human vighry \*as the nuclcui 
programme. 

A: The nuclear programme was novel diuiis.scd When 
the new relationship was being fotmed between us and ihe 
United States of America, 1 hud odd them—one uf the tw(» 
things I said was that the basis of this relationship was ihal 
the nuclear programme of P^kisian would nor be the 
* subject of discussion. If they wanted lo discuss they loiitd 
do it separately and then let us discu-^s u mid finish olf with 
it. They accepted this 

Q: The USA is your ally. Bui you .iie <i Mii.sbm country, 
you are one of the leading member^ of the Ishinic woifd 
Don't you think therv /v j fundumenidl contrndiciinn iti 
your affiance w;rb rfie I'nited Slates when the ni.iin 
comtBitaient of the United States r.s lotsraei? And dini't con 
rhrnk rbis could lend to bad lonseijiieiiiw for yi/ii <n j 
criticaJ moment^ 

A: You know, Mr Akbar, (here .ire no lasting or j>ci* 
manentfy labelled enemies ur friends in politics The 
relationship between couniries is governed hv personal 
interests. Take the Soviet Union. It spnnsureil Hgypi. inade 
them win a victory against Israel. Tuday, ihc Sue ie( 1 'nion 
is ringing Saudi Arabia through South Venn.n, ihi«iugh 
Ethiopia. Talie Soviet Union helping Svna dg,im**t hiiieJ 
Take wviet Union which, in Lonnivaace wnh lndi*i. hiilvvd 
Pakistan, the largest Islamic country uf that time. So, v^u 
Cinoot say.Take theUSA, It is an ally of Hrael. agaiii.st whom 








dennunclntf USA is viry dan* to Siudi Arobia, the 
hoMi i of the Mushm world. USA has baan very close to 
Pukisten, we were memberi of pacts until we got out—and 
now wc are not allias. we ere friends. And we taka pride in 
that because we believe that ihe USA has certain principles 
in certain respects, and they treat each nf their mends in 
Chair own right. I do not think Amarlce's associiimn with 
Israel will come in the wey of Pikiitan*s fnandahlp with it. 

U' Oo 0 s Pikisi$n /eel a sense of daustropAobje some- 
rimes. AfghanistMn, Inn. indie.. 

A^ We have a concern, yes. But we also have a consola¬ 
tion. There are many other countries which are living 
peacefully with larger neighbours and \ see no reason why 
we can't live peeceiuilv with the Soviet Union which now 
our very immediate neighNjur, und with whom we have had 
very cordial rvlatloin We have economtc development 

t rograinoiec with them, ihey have estabhched a steel mill 
iir us. they are e^tubJi^hing a power Imuce for ns. rhev are 
giving ns very omnoniic aisistame. nor free, hut . S*i T 

cot no I eaxon why wc cunmii <iuommndHtc Ihi* Soviet 
Uninn with the relationship that we have We are trying to 
explore a peaceful, normal relationship with India Sn. 
while we uu have a concern being neighbours with two 
large powers and the third ix China whicn U * great ally of 
Ptaisten PukisT.iiTs iioiition is that it has large ncighlMiurs, 
but when you sev Turkey. Austiia 
Q Von arc nor perruiiitfrJv friertdfy wtth Iren .vr rhi' 
momoni 

A: We have very good relationship with Iran ifausrhsi 
Q: Is i( true timi rhere has been u ^uj>r and steady 
fmpfoiemrnt rn your rvhtiarn trirh tht* Soviet L'mun over 
the fgsr year oi so* 

A: Yes. With Kimia. the only bone of contention we have 
ji Its tnierventiofl in Afghanistan, and on that matter of 
principle we will never compromise. Otherwise, we have 
tried tn improve relation* with the Soviet I'nion in many 
fields. 

Q. f.s jt triu* that ir vvry senior level Pakistani dofegatior 
j.s nead«‘d fur Moscow in the near future? 

A: We always exchange our views before every United 
Nations meeting Last time, it was foreign xecretartes. this 
time it WHS foreign ministen 

Q: Dll yr>iJ feel rhar there hu.s been a sense of coffap.se rn 
Amerirun foreign puhey rn the fast decade or so. afmosr ns 
if whrtt they rouened... 

Ar (Laughs) 1 don’t know how much the Arnencans could 
he bliimed for what has happtned. Take the Shah of Iran, 
tuke their support of Egypt., gut I think that the USA being 
iimaieurlsh will not he right. Sometimes some poUciee do 
not fuccacd and in that resMct you have a point Where, in 
my opinion, the USA should devote most of its attention is 
in the main iisue-^rhc Middle East problem. The Palem* 
nian iscue. Unless the USA takes a very pragi^^tlc view and 
goes out of its way to give the Palestinians their rights, this 
{|uestjon of Middle East will never be resolved. 

Q: Ho*v do you react to Mrs f*aridhi's vrsir to s'^iidi 
Arobrri? 

A: We have a very positive view of the visit In the first 

S lucc we were delighted that she is going to Saudi Arabia 
ecmidlv. wc were delighted eguaJly when she c«ime back 
and told the country that it was a very suvcessful visit. We 
wish lii'i all ihe best. She has gone lo a Muslim country 
(laughs) We hHve no fears, no apprehension about it. 


Pakistan Is an 
Ideological state, 
you either believe 
in thie or you don t 
believe In thle. If 
you turn an ideolo* 
gical state Into a 
secular state then 
it falls like a house 
of cards. 





I wish that Indian 
Muslims establish 
their own Identity, 
as Indians and as 
Muslims. It would 
be a matter of great 
pride for me to see 
that the Indian 
Muslims take pride 
in calling 'them* 
selves Indians first 
and Muslims 
next. 


2 /1(1,1/111 think Jt. Ill aiiv wey. inekes «i in rhe sfifLinl 
tuiiishiii xh«i( Misuii hjs wiih S,,iiih Ai.ihi/t.* 

A Then wIiHl kind ui '•pciud ifr'lHtioii^hip iv ii which i4n 
lie domed ihiigfn hc.vrrA/ 

O / rhioir wnuri noiv ruiti lo iliv suf»jvsi of /ho tntemal 
effeiis ot VekisiAtu enif hi* ix'Biu hi a^kiiix; iihor 

lumht h«* <,vff4(f .1 hesU t{u'’^liuu 11'In* luis iiyiti.ni ruie 
f>i/«‘d in voui counrri"' 

A I’or iiv{* irHions. hy^uallv. While, in inv npiiiKni. India 
WAS forrunaii* in hiivingu goiUMiilion of (fHjncd poh/iviunXi 
we MArivd off wiili Uie ni.in ivlu> created ihn i<»uniry, who 
WON not (lesdiicii to live veis long, oml ihvicHrtor we have 
bad one or two lieiitviiuiiix ol QuaiiI e Axnm, who did not 
U*i long either Alter ihui.we hnd no nohiiouii ol stamlinu. 
Pakoian w.is unforuiiiQie in noi inKcntihg a trained, 
vensuiicd ^Millie I a II Thix was one leHMUi. Second; the 
poliiK'iuns liKi Mglii ol the havo philosophy, und f continur 
tojtarpoii this iism'ct Pakisiiio is an idoologicul *(utv You 
either boheve m tnis or you don't believe in this. |] yon turn 
an ideologiial siaru into a vecular state tlu>ii il lulls like a 
house of cardx. This is exacilv what happened 
0' But set uiansm simplv means toleiuncv of other fjiths 
it dues Oil! mean conveision or. 

A No. Seenlai ism only divorce*^ you Icctm yuiir i rJigion. It 
(Joes not give religinn or taith hx much itnporianie ex un 
IsUfflic iaeoIugiCHl state would give. Other Islamic stetaN 
were by birth, by nature, Islamic states it was not a 
creation of theirs Hoi in Pakistan wc created ihix country 
in the name of Islam. Y(>u must hove been vetv vuung In 
those days 

0. I wax not even hotn. 

A' So h 1 $ vety difficult for you to imagine that in this 
subcontinent a cry came up that while we started off for nur 
freedom together a hundred years ago—Hriidus, Muslimi 
and Sikhs fought together against the Britishers. And when 
we were fighting tngeiher. when Ihe questioM of the future 
aros4\ then the minds of Muslims were nm al peace. Tbev 
thought that iindei a Hindvi majorilv it would he very 
difficult to find the rights of fteeonm of the Muslim and U 
was dt that limc that Mr Ighal in 19if) and Mr Shoukat Ali 
flnuiiHi the idea that there should bo a separate slate, 
KvvniUdliv. P.tkistap was formed. .And it wus the hard 
labour of manv vears. and (jod alone knows how many 
sacrifices 

4J M renfiiv what fios happ'yiied iiHhiy is that we have 
ihrtx' Muslim pu/>ii/i</ions tn lUree yeparate countries 
Unlay. 

A; Maybe more in India than in Pakistan? 

? : 1 e< And how does that reconcile with your concept? 

; It was accepted, even at the conceptual stage before 
Pakistan was Horn, thrt not all the Muslims would be able 
to be housed in this homeland of Pakistan though it would 
be open to everybody. But a Urge minoriiv would be left in 
India, and it was expected that ih^ would grow as Indian 
•nationals having the Islamic faith. ^angUdei^. of course, is 
a creation of different circumstances, but even ihera you 
find a tiieable minority uf Hindus, so the question is nut as 
clearly defined as in Pakistan. But this country was created 
in the name of Islam. And the moment that sight was lost 




what reinaine<f^ You lake sway the ideology of an ideolo* 
gica] $iate, nothing i$ led. And ihit was why Pikistan faced 
hurdle adcf hurdle after hurdle: the identity was not 
esutlished. The basic philosophy was lost and people were 
groping in the darW. whether it U the 19S6 Constitution, the 
1963 Cun^titllllalt, martial law or no mantel Uw, Peop1e*s 
Party, socialist regime, and back to martial law. This is why 
we have been unfortunate. You had your goal set. and went 
off on that way. This is why we find that India is well set 
while Pakistan is still groping. 

e . Thpqaesiions arise, h'irsr. »f you think Mdian Muslims 
• shouitf grow up ns /ndian nMiiotiah. then why does 
I’dkisfuii tdke nil interest in whnt happens to Indian 
Aftnlini.s.^ After nil, you behove in India snd Pekis/an being 
Si'/ijraic nHiions Why dim't you just leave us nJune^ 

A Wc never shout wlioii Muslims arc killed in rnits in 
Iruii.i |i huits nnf hcctiuse of anything else, hut un purelv 
huiu.iiiu.iM.in gioiuidv. Why should o sevulAr st^ie. whiih 
l>rsMchcs all the 1 ruths of modern secretv and which 
prcaihes peece. be the scene of murders of people of a 
p.irtkular religion? That is t( Second; I wish that Indian follower of the RiMik and a practising Muslim. If he is. 
Muslim*, oKtHbJhh their own identity, us Indians and as accept his commandments it he isiTi. ihinw him away. On 
Muslims. Ir would he a matter of great piidc lui me to see this issue, there aie injunctiims that while soleciing the 
rh.M tho Irdun Musliniv take pride m calling themselves peison who is to rule over you. select thu^e who are pious 
liuliuiis fust and Muslims next. I would be a very proud man among y^u there is a qualdicanon there And it is not 
fisiening to rfur. But there is something common between nomination, although we have nomination also, 
them and me hnd that is Islam itself So when a Muslim in Q: You are talking of rhe Khahfas. , 

I'.ikiHt.iii linds ii Muslim in India-leave alone India, a A Yes 

Muslim III Morucco. a Muslim ui Manila—being suhiected Q' Anurherinreresring/ouriioie r» Mamie hrrroev is rhar 
lo ciueliy because of faith, it hurts It is only that simple three of the four KhaltUs were assass/oar^, 

Now ciirrentlv we do not even express (this hum A: Yes, this is also true, {laughs) This is also a mailer of 

Q. You did mention humanitunM grounds You yhootd history 
protvsi t yuaWv when danjanSs for instance, are vicrim.c Q: Perhaps f should conr/nue rh/s ouesfiwn and ask you, 

A: Yes. But no I openly. Neither for the murders of os a behaving Mu^salman. w/ierher vou rhmk Allah sent 

iiHiiians or nnyoiie else have we lodged a single proirtt m yt>o to play a tole in the history of this country. 
rho last four yen is, ah hough according lo ihe Nehru A; I do nui claim lo he a very good Muslim. I am a very 
l.iuouar AMrcemeiii this was there, but ine Simla Agree* humble lieliever. Kreryone of u»—and more so. I say to 
mi ni has (hanged ihi». You look after youruwn citirens. wv myself. I have sinnud a Im. But, in the army, the environ* 
look after our own. ment teaches vou certain things. I have 10 have faith. 

Q' Wl'II. I ciin toll you that there are j> many loudspeak Because if you fouk back on your life from the day you went 
vrK on mosiiuvs in India as thi*re are w Pakntan But to Into the army, went ihrough wars, battles, difficult forrain, 
come hack to the nature of the state: do vou rhmk it has also accidenis. how many things, when you look back on 37. 35 
.v<mi<'rfting to do with the psyche of the people? years ..When f look back 1 H*e no jusiificaiion why I should 

A: Very much so. You stand outside and caN naarae have hern alive today There are many places where I could 
r.iqbcer and if you do not get a response change my name, have been knocked off. killed, butchered, prisoner of 
You take the name of Islam and asR them to jump into the war—anywhere So in the army you have got lo believe in 
river and they will do so. C'kid. in your faith in Cnd, and in your own k/>mar. mu^aoari 

C^' rnferesrmg/v, .iparf from perhaps Ma/aysij, no other » has got to be very firm. Secondly, you have got to believe 
hhmrc country has democracy. in your own hard work. It is immaterial whether it is Hindu, 

A: Quite possible. We have'monarchy in Saudi Arabia. Sikh. Muslim, anyone who works hard, ibis is God’s rule, hii 
Sheikhdoms, Turkey is alau being run by the military... results will be given to hinw-V)u is noi for Musing only. 

Q: Uo you think it has something to do with the Afus/rm Now. when I put these ihing.s together..,! was shocked; 
and his attitude towards the rvler? shocked, not surprised when 1 was selected chief of the 

A: it is worth analysing. Muslims by nature—1 know army by the former Prime Minister. There vrere ten chaps 
about Pakistani Muslims—demand authoriurian rule. They senior to me 1 was just one of the many And not knowing 
believe in one Cod, one Prophet, one Book: perhaps, they the Prime Minister (Bhutto), never being anywhere in the 
want one ruler also (laug^J. political life, the first person (o cumu into the army from my 

Q; Would you carry this argument into believing that • family. 

AfusJiflis are not necessarily mferesced in the manner in <?: Had you never met Mr Bhutto before? 

which a ruler has come to power At Yes, I had met hint once or twice, but very informally. 

A: Yes, according to Islam, it is immaterial how a ruler Tlien all of a sudden on S July Zia-ul Haq lakes over. It must 
has emerged. But what is important as whether he is the have been destined to be so. ff it be so—and 1 assure you Mr 


1 was not and am 
not oapablo. If at 
all we have boon 
able to achieve any¬ 
thing it is with the 
blessing of Ood...l 
think there was a 
hand of God in what 
happened in 1977 
and what I have 
been able to do af¬ 
ter that is not my 
personal effort. 


Muslima by na¬ 
ture—I know about 
Pakiataal Mua- 
lima—demand au¬ 
thoritarian rule. 
They believe in one 
Ood, one Prophet, 
one Book: perhapa. 
they want one ruler 
alao. 



SteularUm only di* 
‘ ^ vorces you from 
your roIiffloD. It 
4 does not ^ve roll* 
^lon or faith as 
much importance 
as an Islamic 
state would give. 


I do not claim to he 
a very good Mus* 
lim, I am a very 
bumble believer. 
Every one of us-^ 
and more so, I say 
to myself, 1 have 
sinned a lot. 




favour. So I think U is th« blessing of God. I ans a strong 
believer in that. 

Q: Did you ever rhinlt rhar the hanging of Mr Bhutto wa 
wrong? 

At No, no never. tLeugh<i In >ny case, who am I? I never 
hanged him. The hanging came about as a result of the 
decision of the’Lahore High Court, and the reiection of his 
appeal in the Supreme Court and the review in the 
Supreme Cuurr 

/ havv jfwjvt wente«i lo jsk you ;A/9 Quc*irioxi. Hoxr 
^•did vuu ft'ri whtn Mr Hfiurto we.i boirrg Aung* 

A: Again I felt the same: he was destined iu be haneed. 
because he commitied so many murdeis. His uwn five 
years' record, when you look back, perhaps ihis was (he* 
punishment which was destined by God, I have no regrets 
or second thuughrs because a man of his intelligence, and 
talent, and io much of education: if he was only loyal and 
sincere and would not have indulged in the atrocities and in 
the inhuman behaviour which he allowed under his ruie he 
would have ruled this country for the rest of his life. Why 
then was he thrown out? There must be something. Thei 
something was his atrocities. Under his own regime, and 
perhaps with his knowledge, the daughters of respected 
people were lifted off (he street and raped, people were 
subjected to acts of sodomy just to take uut the venom of 
political enmiiy. Is this human^ There are a hundred and 
one things that talented rr^an'- and I was surpiisml. honest 
ly (when 1 learnt of all this), f went to him and I said. *Mr 
Bhutto, please hold (he election. I assure you. yuu will win a 
thundering victory.* Then a second time ( went to him and 
said. 'Please. Mr .^rtme Minister, this Is a critical problem, 
solve it poiiiicallv before rhe army breaks, because then 
you will not be able to solve it.' And on 20 June 1977.1 went 
to him alone and lold him. 'Sit. there have been 400 
cttsuaities I am sraiiding on dynamite in the sense that if 
the arrny starts getting cracks, then we have had ii. If you 
du not sulvc ihis problem politically then f will have to use 
the military option' I told him this on 20 June in (hece 
words. Mr AklMr 

O: Whaf was Mr Bhvtio's reacricn? 

A. Kis reaction was. 'Please give me some more time. 
Please do not do anything rashly.' I said. 'I assure you of my 
loyalty. But if I have to stay. I cannui fai'C the public any 
longer. You have to resolve this issue politically or I will use 
the military option ’ 

Q: You must be rAe only person who has given advance 
niyriee of a coup. 

A: Fifteen days, and it is on record Of course, it was only 
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hu and me. my word against his. Bui this was the reality. 

Q: Could you gne u» somv more Jeufils ahoui whar 
transpired during that ettmifvl period^ After you took 
ovets yuu dnnoiinceif that wirhni iO ihvro would he 
vlectiony 

A' Because I had never be«'n {.!n\g f<> ivOincs. neier ihise 
(0 the seat of power. All my life I speni in ihe ei mvi and it 
was only after assuming appointment as chief of army niaff 
rh.ir I cumv <luM’r lu rhe Hinkinv ot rhr gnviTninrrit And 
we f<iund it w,l^ filthy Bin we had nitcint* IiuipV filihv it w,is 
Wt*<,<*ul<J u’t' >om«‘ <lnt. wnnt' M.k IimvcHuii ft,fSniii^; 
mi. hut one iIkIh'I Inuhri .iImiit iIus h w,i\ imly .iliei ivv 
threw him I nhiil(<ii oui mill tmin<l iiui wlijt .1 ili eh rietKh in 
which wg had hitidiJ mir'^tfivuN (h.ir wg si,nieil iiying lo 
find out And even then wc were deieirnirieO iro hold 
tfivciionsj. For 9(1 days: we had appointed on election 
comoiivsiaii. the wouiitduwn had staircd—il wav ihu pnlilh 
ciafls who came 10 me <aitd vaid^ lot God's s ike slop thi« 
election 

0 * ^Vhy? 

A Because they said they would never be able ro win 
fio the PPP (BAiifro’.< party) would havo ivnri 

A: The PPP would have won. The PPP wa> (he 1 pariv i we 
had thrown our. And ihev irhe non PPP puIrMcianN) said, 
'What IS the gixid of this Vou might as well hand over thii> 
(power; to them. We forced the army lo lake this muiative 
not only to ovet throw ihe regime but alw (iMokc mviisurcs 
(hat Islamic laws are brought m. ,Vi/ani o AfiisraAr is 
established, and a regime comes to power which has ihe 
mandate from ihe people of Pakistan.' 

Q' There is a contradiciton here 

A' Yes. there is a coniradiLiion. They (the non PPP 
politicians) said postjKme the elections. y»} \ postponed The 
elections. Then, rwo years laier. in October 1979. 1 
announced the dale of elections su munilu in advance. In 
this < proposed I election the PPP was out in any case 
because ive had xaid ihat only those parties who had got 
Themudves registered would be able lo contest. And then 
(he people who wanted me to hold elecunm, und who had 
no other compeiitor in the came—(he PPP las out^^even 
then ihev were not prepared to go for elections. At the Iasi 
moment when 24 hours were left, they tuid. 'Sorry, we will 
mil be able to take part m these electhim; cancel ihem.' So 
we cancelled them. So it is not me (laughs). 

/^ : Sc you only want elections in which only some people 
V^can wm* 

Yes. there is no doubt about that. 1 said, election is not 
an end in itself; it is a means to an end. because of oiir 
peculiarity. If Pakistan had gone through half u dozen 
elections, then you would have no (problemsj. If today we 
announce elections ard leave it fret for ull, (he Russian 
roubles, money from ail sorts of quarters would be flowing 
in such a number that I would not be able to control it. So 
we want to educate (he peuple: that this is the right which 
has bmen entrusted ro you God; this is (he most trusted 
fgith that has been entrusted to a man who exercises his 
vote, and he must give his vole to a man who is capable and 
not (0 a man who has Just got a lot of money ana who can 
give him two degsof poilaoor a big Aalweor something like 
(hat. it 1 $ to this end that we are trying to educate the 
public. And I have said that in the next election, there will 
he no bloody jaisa% no processions, no Jafooses; avery man 
will be projected tnrough the public media. And we have 
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I>iid down Certain quaJifications i lor a candidate) And so, I 
ennreiy agree: elections are not an end by iisctl; (hey are 
(he means to an end. and it should be found as to when that 
means can be fruitful for bringing about rhat end. 

If we turn around and sa.v rhar >*ou are using there 
urgumentr simply lo perpetrate your own rule, xnen? 

A I hen you aho have ro say how sincere I am. And (here 
ts (10 barumeter for that. You can only judge me by ny 
actions, or by my deeds, mv past record and tny future 
projettkons. No word of mine can satisfy you. from that 
po ol of view 
I,' Unf 4JC. 

\ \ ou have to assess voiirsidf: whether this man is 
r<k'king siiucrHv ‘H* wliedUT he is lust trving to perpetuate 
itis t ule 

Q \)o you think the l*Pi* hviuU irin rf elections were hfhi 
today? 

A: No. Their power is no lunger (what it wa5). But the 
present envirunment is such that nu majur imlitical party 
will sweep the polls, fhere will be hotchpotch of various 
parties and it will be very difficult to make a cohesive 
guvernmeni init uf it. 

S f'rum hU accounts there ir no law anJ order problem m 
isren today.'peupfe are even joaknig com/Mrt^n« wirh 
(he Ayub era. >u what necessirv do you find for Jceeprng 
po/itjcjuns h'Jre Asghar Khon end company in jml^ 

A They are not m jail. 

Q. They ere under detention. 

A; In his own house. All we have done is to stop him from 
making irresponsible suiemenis. 

Q: But why? 

Ai li is an effort not to spoil a nice, clean atmosphere 
which is existing now. A (bad)fish spoils apondr/au^h'i. So 
we are trying to keep Asghar Khan quiet 
Q; One thing h there An element of genuine hete hae 
entered the politicel eimospheie of yektstan'ft may be 
hecaunc of the hanging oi Mr Bhutto When we read 
sterements like Mrs Bhurto saying you hare the eyes of a 
cuhru. nim this j.s tint the normal languege of pohruaf 
adversary rehtiomhtps. How do you react to th<> fun 
dainenial change,^ 

A No, this IS not a universal change in I'akistan. it is only 
evident in a segment of a family or a particular party. In 
fact, what 1 ani pruud of (odav is that we have not brought 
about ihe (hiIuks uf vengeance; we have, in fact, eliniin 
•tvd (he poll I ICS nf vengeance Ami we have brnughv in the 
politics 01 sanity And this is what we are trying lo build up 
Q: The media projeetion r/ivnd the woitd of the hanging 
of Mr Bhutto, and of the high Mofde given to rnuie 
elements of Nizam e Mustafa hW ftngging and the cur ring 
off td j hand, tended ru portray you as Ihe chief instigator 
of the poiincs of vengeance 
A; Well, if It IS so. ( cannut erase that impression; but I 
have never acted in (hat manner 
Q: When yvu first came in, rhe tendency wav to dismiss 
you as a flash in the pan. 

A' Yes. 

Q but 3UU have lasted much beyund the cm pec tat ions of 
very .seasoned observers. 

A Kurtunate 


Election ia not an 
end in itself: it is a 
means to an end...II 
today we announce 
elections and leave 
It free for all, ihe 
Russian roubles, 
money from all 
sorts of quarters 
would be flowing in 
in suoli a numl^r 
that I would not be 
able to control it. 




In the next elec* 
tion, there will be 
no bloody JaJsas, no 
proceselone, no 
Jaiooeee; every man 
will be projected 
through the public 
media. And we 
have laid down cer* 
tain qnalifioatione • 


ij: Would you like to express how you felt in (ho 
beginning? 

A: In the beginning we thought ie was not $<i difficult a 
task, but uver the years we found (hat it was an enormous 
task. Bui where I feel relieved, feel quite at ease, is 
(hat-^you know, as a Muslim, vre say that if your eecyar, 
your intention, is good, then God helps you. Our nceyat was 
always good. Noi only me, but uf all my colleagues. You nuiv 
have found that Ziahas the eyes of a cobra, or is vengeful, 
or something like that, but nobody in Pakistan can lift a 
finger on (our iniegriiy); call us thieves, or corrupt people, 
or that (we) have eaten away public money. Our worst 
critics say ihai they are slaw; they have not been uhle to 
bring about all ihe reforms as quickly as they wanted: this 
IS the worst criticism. So. in five yean time we have earned 
the reputation of providing this country with an honest 
regime. And I think we have laid a very imponant moral 
foundation. (There is a feeling) that as a politician you have 
to be a dishonest man 1 think as a polttician vou can be 
honest, loyal and a big reformer. That is how 1 see my role. 


Why don't you set tip your own political party. 
^/parncu/arfy srnce Pakistan's pclitleal parties seam to 
Iv either det repir or in decay? Then you can fight the 
elections vtnirself on a t>oJtrical platform. 

A’ On (na( issue I have a very^^r: see. everyone has a 
limited role. No one in this country uf mine could come and 
claim (hat he is there (in this seat of power) for a lifetime; 
that is wrong. Then again, the ptyche of our people. You 
must take into account that while tWv are Islam loving and 
everything else, (hey also need a change. 

Q: Change from the boredom of one rndividuaf? 

A Yes, one individual to another individual; ieCs 
not forget that. After all. iS for five long years thev have 
tolerated me. there is sumething fundamentally good about 
us nr kind about them. Otherwise no rafiime<— not 
even an elviled regime, would have lasted for five years. 

Q: ft IS the life of a normal government 

A: It is the life uf a government. And «o, if they arc. 
prepared to accept us for some more time it does nut mean 
that w« can lake liberties. So. therefore, I feel that I am 
not—this is mv uwn contention about mvself-^apable of 
forming a parry uc leading a party. I feef I have a limited 
role in (he capacity In which I am at the uresent; I have 
limited obiectives which I want to fulfil, and those, 
Inshalluh, 1 will fulfil. At the right time, and not in the lou 
distant future, we will go through the process of election 
and try and find a new leadership for this country. 

Q: Is it pos.cible that you would leave total confrol.^ Would 
you erercomp/erefy d/vorce yourself from power, or would 
you always keep a check on the next government? 

A'. No; that may or may not be possible. But what my 
effort IV is that if after ihe.ee five long years of experience 
we fail to give another system which can last for some time, 
ihen we will have wasted aur time. But if after this five 
years lime we can give the country a system which can 
function, and that can last for at least five years after which 
another election could take paica, then wa would liave dona 
our iob 

The fact that (he army has been fn power for so tong: 
would it not mean that a lot of majors and cepreins would 
not like to surrender the power that they have when you at 
f ieci^de to band power back to civilians? 



Ar Th« siruafioA i$ dlffereat Whep we have e miljiary 
rule, it is not the anny which is ruliiiA; it is the militvy 
hiertf chy which i& ruling. The rest of the system is eurtly 
the Si^me. There is e civil government in the sense that the 
civil servants are functioning the bureaucracy is function* 
ing: we have not changed the customs; we have supenm> 
posed a few bodies—a martial law court at a place where a 
murder has taken place, or a special military court where 
some burglary has taken place, or an enQuiry mio certain 
things where there is some charge of corruption:*only this 
muih. I am in uniform and head of stale and chief executive 
of ihe Louniry And I have a few colleagues like one or two 
in the secretariat staff whu are in uniform' the rest are all 
civilians. So there is no question of a captain or a major or a 
lieulcaani colonel being corrupted by authority 

Q. Yuiir aun ept of Nizam e Mustafa /or i*akisran: itistwi 
something that can be achieved in a year s time, or two 
voars’ nme; ii is a /i/erime\ job. 

A: Yvy it is a lifetime’s joh. Wc have adopted a policy of 
evolulum. In Iran there is revolution, they nave brou^t in 
a icsurgeme ul Islam through revolution.* Mush fwfnre 
(hvir reviiiutUHi we were already involvs'd. in Pakistan, in 
bringing about Isl.im. It iv not a one tims* effort, you switch 
II on and a light uimes, ir is a coiiiiituous effort, t may bs* 
abk* to (Iq something which f would like uims'bodv eiss* to 
come and build on 

Hut III this \iram voii on hide idcnirnt't whish seiinJ 
iirchiin. hkv th/uitna. or curling off of hands, 
rhm* IS tin getting awHy from this Tlicsc «ic the 
fimJainonia! iiilr.s. on this there is nu dispute The toui 
lilies which wv have published, which ore meniiiim*d in the 

S tun .Mid whiih wtMO prut used Uv I he Hiophei: on those* 
i*re Is no d is pure If a man and a woman aru engaged in 
Hdiil'erv. ilieii punish me. «t is flogging and stoning to death 
If ii man luv Ik'vii caught thieving his hand has to lie 
chopped \>tt If a man has liven dnuking, he has to iw; 
laslu d .^Md It J man brings vomvliody else into disrepuu*. 
iitid it IS talse, he has lo be lashed. Tbess* are the AjdiHKfs. 
bill rill' Ishimic piioishmeins have a very deep psvibohigic 
a] ellect Jhev are sn severe that they are more ot a 
dereitoni roiher than actual equivaleni piiioshmeiic tfor a 
iriTTieJ And the Prophet ((bid bless hiv soul l has said that il 
sumebodv comes to you and say» he has done ihiv—and in 
Islam an accepi.ince of a crime is acceptance*- tell him rngn 
•iwav. doiiT accept his word, tell him to come again ft bs* 

I omes again, tell him to go awav and bring some witnesses 
There is so much of checks an<l balances; and, in fait, tlw* 
htidooti laws’evidence is so stringent that in the last five 
years I hove not been able to chop <»ff anybiNlv’s hand, or 
la.sli him okcepi for drinking, where we have fashe<l pi*i>pU' 

^ (Jrte does Met the impression that Mich puroshmenrs 
;*i'e rt'seri'c‘d foi the poor, and the nch get uwas with. i»*eW. 
muidei 

A If we have done so. we are guilty. But I can assure you 
'b.ir lioni (op to bottom^sve got hold of a man here* in 
K.iwalpindi who was a, if nor a millionaire,at least .1 very 
rit 1 1 man. and he waz flogged right here, in public \\v have 
inuiished landlords, we have fined sons of veis high 
T iiikiui; olficc'is. civil servants, businessmen Ves, ma>l>e a 


The present en¬ 
vironment is such 
that no major poli¬ 
tical party will 
sweep the polls. 
There will he a 
hotchpotch of va¬ 
rious parties and it 
will be very diffl- 
oult to make a cohe¬ 
sive governineni 
out of It. 


The hadood laws' 
evidence is so 
strlng^ent that In 
the last nve years I 
have not been able 
to chop off any¬ 
body's hand, or 
lash him except for 
drinking, where we 
have lashed people* 


lar^ proportion of the victims cornu from poor families, but 
I dnnv trunk you can say that this punishment is one 
reserved for (lie small people thatS iiol true. 

Q' iVhc*/i rt o*mi*s to issuer hkc rc'c/istrihc/non of wealth' 
where does tlut/ figure in your Nizam? 

A' The b.tsu concept ul r*tkar— 

Q: Nil, I am goirig In-yond fhv concvpi of ukat, to real 
probfems Uke poierty H/id hiulholdinf. 

A l.jndliulding. IsJarn does not restrict v<iu, a mnn can 
hair asmuch wealth as he likes Kxcept that then there is a 
tax on II. lie musi gel i>d ni iwu and a half per cent nf his 
lotal .icseisas .1 result of one whole yeaiS earnings; then li« 
mu's! see be has a bouse wmrih so much, gold wurin so much, 
this IS hisdehi, and he must give (wo and a hiilf per eeiit 11 
vv«rylKMi> does ihat then wc will rpii have too many iich 
people 1 m adiliii'm in this is our tjicos. lK*cau'>e rakar diH*s 
n(*l save vou f(i»m slaie taxes So basis disiiiluuinn nf 
wealth 1$ inbeiviii 

And do sun rhinir you c.in <mn/<•merit rfnv^ 

I don’t ihink 11 11 very ibfficull. We .ire 'rying to Ho ^o. 
Then* are vmiv (Hfoulties, but 1 Ihmk the iiii»re the people 
are educiited, the more the I via mu* lobby geis .utivv. 
pi'nple will s(*c (he light 

if he ft- will women stand in ton/ soi/ety.^ 

A' Very high m hlamu society Toi the fust iiiue in 
human sikihv women's liliertv (niind expression when ilie 
I'ruphet liimselt described inrn ond women as equal 
paitilery. nis*n h.ise rights over wnntvn. women have lights 
over men And thu Propbet .1 1 lowed li.df of ioii smielv 10 
function in a particular rnxnnei 
Q But the kind oi em-iiiMiineiii tluif is heiiifi cre.ited het'e 
would ineS'ltahN lead to the (•mergence of i*eaple like Dr 
Asranit Haq who w.rnts woun’o 10 he pensioned oft 
A Asiat's phifosopbv nuiv be d'ffvrenl, but even he 
agrees that iK>r cent of the population cannoi be 
pensioned oif Whai hr rmphasisc*s is the correct rule of 
women in society, ih^i tiics shiauld he teachers, nurta^r, 
doctors. tlR*y sh«>uld Ik* lonkme after femalex, they should 
bf 'ruching ihildren. Hus js what he «avs. Hi' own 
dauglitc'i Is pc*ihaps eibiiaied. 1 do not know 

Q. IVin* cjmV .f ii'twn.rn be .1 leailei of the conrnrv.- 
A Bocanre f'lain does not iiMowii '/angbM. (here there is 
^ blank A lernalt* .xii aihieve iiiy heigh is uk inoi.ibly. m 
leadei'shiis- Ini: the head >>l a state must be male. 

Q. .And you uoofc/.igrev w;rh thui^ 

A 1 would agrt*(' with that. 

Q. Do von think that n Ih Mahhuhul Haq conIJ run -tn 
etonnmj without interest /area’ 

A: Ye>. I think su MdhbubuJ Haij is a vciv capable' man 
He is said to fslamu ideas and he wants tik bring aNmi .< 
basic Islamic* economy w that the pooi man is hen eft ted 
His sole idea js how lo uplift the villages wnor<' the 
standard of Imiig is railier luw 

S Wetl. n>'n last H"e>Uoiii. first.what are viiurdieamsJot 
isran ^ 

A: My dream foi I'.ikisran is that 11 should be an iHi al 
Islamic stale which u a citadel of iH^ace and li*iinfjiiilbrv. 
and a candle of fighl bringing hn|)e and dnnnusliing 
dgrkness This is my I'topi a hornet 1 me s all out die,mis do 
not CMiie (rue. But at least we can come close* lo it 
And what xr vcnij dre.r/ii lor wux'eb’ 

A. Very simple that when I am gnne, ^leople bhoiiUI s,iy 
I hat he was an lioncsi man 
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Let Jinnah rule: Gandhiji 

To the last. Gandhijr would not accept the idea of partition and in March 1947 he proposed to 
Mountbatten that Muhammad Ali Jinnah be allowed to form an interim central government with 
members of the Muslim League. But the Congress leaders would not agree to this. MANMATH 
NATH DAS outlines this and other dramatic developments in 1947, in his forthcoming book 
PARJmON AND INDEPENDENCE Of INDIA: INSIDE STORY OF THE MOUNTBATTEN 
DAYS (Vision Books, price Rs 100). The following are exclusive extracts. 


W h(*ri mnvtHi 

m India in M:ir<h 1447 he 
Ciirru'd with him a leMer 
of pcmer from ihe Ciime 
MiniMei, Clvment Aft lee. 
I hut cleurly «i|(rulled India's freedom 
ami auchi^krised the new Viceroy lu 
"arlviie Hi«> MajrvtvS Covermneni. in 
the lifthi of Jevvlopmoniv. to the 
ihdi will h.ivc* lo Ittf taken " Bur. 
for lA>ui^ Mount hiUfen, ihr kev muri 
who would iloiurmioe the %wcee<i» or 
otherwise of his Vicemvalry was 
Mohiindns Karnmehiind (Min din, M 
years »«mor tv the Vkaruy in aee. and 
one who had fuupht every viceroy 
during the 30 years. Now, ai 7H. 
the dcmenilv of time forced Cundhi to 
be his must active in the last yeei.s ol 
hi.f life. 1447 was bis year uf lUeaiest 
success, and worst failure Kis dream 
of a free India came true and so did 

e iiriiiiofi, a concept he could never 
iinjt himself lo luconcrle wiih When 
Mounibetten arrived Candhi was still 
searching, in the impending darkness 
of unknown and unforeseen events, f<ir 
solutions in his own ways, regardless 
of huw others felt or acted. 

Just after reaching India on 22 
March 1947. end before assuming 
office. Mountbatten sent an invitation 
to Gandhi with a request to meet him 
soon. Gandhi was in Bihar and his 

f reiiccupations there were known. 

et, a meeting with him was essential 
for the new Viceroy, almost an injugu- 
ral function of his onerous role. Bur 
before Gandhi could meet the Viceroy. 
George Catlin of the Indian Council of 
World Affairs advised Mountbatten in 
a letter how to deal with the Mahatma. 
He himself used *to make pilgrimage 
to Patna to talk with the great man of 
India* and knew a great deal about 
Gandhi's mind and hobits. '‘With M. K. 
Gandhi," he said, “T would venture to 
recommend letting him talk, and ex* 
pound a doctrine which it really a 
psychological escapism from what the 
Raj has symboUsea and then to fasten 
him with a question that brings him to 
earth. What he wants to see is the 

S atification of his dreams, and I don*t 
ink that he had thoutht sc far 
beyond that. All through Iddian his- 
wry, since Buddha (here Km been the 
saint who rises to influence by re* 
pudlatiag his age. M, K. G. will re> 
spend to an appeal for cooperation. 


not least in rhe fij>hf aKaiiisi anarchy " 

On the evening alter M.uvh. 
tlandhi had his firsi mec'iiiig with 
Mounihatteii. After oUligiiie ihr 
crenvds of photographiTs. i.ord and 
loidy Muunbalieri sat down with iheir 
remarkable guest to disc iiss the fai e of 
;i *iulKnnrim'ni Bui first there was the 
need rg know e.u h orhei ami usi.iblish 
mental bridges fur ihr haid rK*go(j;i> 
turns ahead The Vicemv dcHnned it 
advisable' *tu lei him ((•Jiidhii talk 
along any lines that mieicd his nnnd * 
'Thus he talked uf Ins life in Knglaiid. 
of his life in bouih AfiiCa. his renem 
tour of Bihar, Ills discussions with 
former Vneroys and Mem he is of 
Cabinet.'Aftei more ilmn two hums as 
I hey parted. Ihe Viceroy Irh salisHecI 
that "we had pr Ingresvd .dong the 
path id triendship." 

Duiing iheir next meiding the fol 
lowing dav. mi the Viee^'cv's g.irdc*n uii 
an April fuienooii. Gaiiclhi gave 
Mounlha(t«*n .a hi( iri his mind winch 
asiorijshect the latter Naii.itiiig ihc 
origin of Hindu Mnslmi animosity, he 
criticised the British policy of 'Divide 
ami Rule* which had kept communal 
tension ahve. and told the Viceroy that 
he should now reap what his predeces 
snrs had delihcuatelv sown Thercaf* 
ler, Gandhi iiroceeded to urge up«>n 
Mournbai ten *iu has*e the irmragi* tu 
ser the truth ami ,ici l»y it' eseti 
though (he correct solution might 
mean grievous lu>s uf life on un unpri* 


cedent eel scale, upon rhe ilepariuic of 
the British 

Muuiuhiilteii requested a specific 
soluliun Gandhi advanced 4 novel 
tiifft ih.ii .hiuiah should tuiiliwirh he 
invited lo form the Central iiiteiim 
guveinnient w>ih members ot the Mus. 
lull laMgne I'liis solution, and 1 uirnng 
at the lioui ih.it it did. staggered the 
VueriA- Ik asked •'Wliui wuiiM Mi 
jinnah say lo smli ii pioposat " (i.in 
dhi leidied "It vou icJi luni I nin the 
author he wdl iinlv 'Wilv (landhi! 
.fokiiigly, Mniiiiifi.iiteu icnuirked. 

I piesMiiU' Mr Jinnah will he 
right f" Kill ti.iudhi lespoiiJvd w ilh 
« oiisKlei.ibh'ICM\uni “No. I .kill entire 
k sj(uc*ie Ml my succesln'ii 

Mount hjltrli ijisTuii’livek guessed 
rh.M G.oidhrs uh ii ot oiteiing linha 10 
fliituh W\is (he M.ili.itchaV peisonal 
respt*n\< (1/ the* ]Sios|'ec< c>l piotiloiii 
whn li w<»ukl IKM lie act epi.ihlc in 
(ohgicss Miiii*r»Mr. rfie Viccrov Ith 

he ttoilil Ik.iidU attoid lo spi lol pie 
cioiis tune disi'nsxMip oik' 111.in's vivis 
poiiil Gandhi aclnnllc'tl lu* luul not 
talked ot ii even To his oun lijscijilcs 
before putting 11 ro ilie Vrceios The 
latter, (hr irfuic*, ohiunit d G.iiiJlirs 
coiisenr fit Iji smIis(,us\ iIo* oiailei willi 
Nelua ami Arad to .isitriain then 
vietss 

The Mah-irma's vntgestain w.ts the 
out conn* tif an est/etne .igeny of enmd 

















Whiie ihere appoar^d many inconsis¬ 
tencies in his inouftht and aciion, Gan¬ 
dhi was consistently true and steadfast 
to his own luiidamental principle of 
life. For 30 years he fnught the oritish 
for India’s liberation through his uni 
que methods of non violence, non- 
cuoperation and civil disobedience 
Now. at the end of that epic struggle 
he wanted to sec hi$ land one and 
undivided. Rqualty fundameiiul lo 
him was the concept of Hindu Muslim 
unity for which he had worked 
rhtoughoui hi^ pulitical career No 
doubts ever entered Ins mi ltd that the 
two commiiniiies did not form one 
natum. Children of the same soil, and 
Jiving tugelher in hundreds ol 
thuusaoils of villages across the length 
and breadth of a subcontinent, they 
were destined to continue living 
together no matter what the adv<»caies 
of par til ion priKlaimed "Hindus .vnd 
Muslims of India arc nni iwo nations 
Those whom (iod lias nuide one. man 
will never he able to divide.'* he had 

Mid. 

Impelled bv his convictions. Gotidhi 
was now uffenng (he U'ins ot the 
lndi<iti govi*rnmeo( lo a man who w.ic 
suspicious ot IJindu Jomirulion attei 
the departure ot the Hnrish from In 
die. and so had inooud the idea of 
Pakistan. F'oi vcMrs now Gandhi had 
debated willi .linnah ihe loocepi of 
Indian Nniionatis/ri Was IsJ.im le.illv 
as exclusive u religion *ii <^u>iid e 
Aiam wiHiJd have it? Was theio no 
thine in common iMOweeii Islam ,i»J 
Hinduism, or any other leligmn’ And 
was Klam iniiy op|Hisc>d lo Hinduism*'' 
He had declared time and lime again 
ihcil those who thuoght of separation 
were rendeiing no service >*' Islam. On 
the other hand, they were mi sinter 
preting the message inherent in the 
very word Islam. He dong to his firm 
belief that the Muslims, when it came 
lo a matter of actual dociston, wuuld 
never want vivisection. "Their good 
sense will prevent them. Their self 
interest will deter them Their rtdigmn 
will forbid obvious suicide which rhe 
partition would mean," To Gandhi, the 
'Two Nations’ theory was an untruth 
Thus, lo the very year of Jiniiah's 
success tn breaking India isiio iw*i 
narions. Gandhi cuiiimued his desper¬ 


ate fight against that untruth. 

During the days of (he fruitless 
Gandhi .linoah negutiatinns on unity, 
m .September 1944, Jinnah told Gan¬ 
dhi that "(he only solution of India’s 
problem is to accept the division of 
Iridirf as Pakistan and Hindustan." lo 
an e«|uaUy inflexible manner. Gandhi 
reminded Jinnah Find no parallel in 
history for a body uf converts and i heir 
descendants claiming to be a nation 
apart from the parent stock. If India 
wav one nation before the advent of 
Islam, It must remain one in spite of 
the change of faith of a very laree 
body of her children." Vivdictably. the 
negotiations broke- ik»wn and Jinnah 
tuld (iandbi "If one does not agree 
with volt or differ from you, you are 
always right and the other party is 
always wrong, and the next thing iv 
lh.it many arv waiting prepared, in 
voiic cMcie, III pillory me when the 
word goes, hut 1 must face all threats 
and consv<tiii*ntfs. and I can only act 
according lo mv judgement and consci 
ence.*’ 

Rot ((amlhrs viand remained un 
c hanged Mis sngge s t ion 1 1 > I he V leer vy 
lo rtH|oest Jinnah ii> form a govern 
morn was hix own last, forlnin hope of 
keeping India ’o .hvided. I«i Jinnah 
rule . 

Mounthaiten at once discussed («an 
ilhi\ proposal with Nehru, Gandhi had 
suggested the same snlulion to ihe 
C'ahinel Mission, Nehru l<dd Ihe Vicer¬ 
oy It was lurned down then as being 
imfiraciicable and 'ihv policy uf direct 
action by the Muslim Ls*ague and the 
blo^Hlshi^ and hilfernesv in which it 
had resulted, made the solution even 
less realistic mow ihaii a vtsir ago.’ he 
added Nehru iiidicalcHl further that 
Gandhi 'had been away for four 
mumhs and was rapidly getting out uf 
tuuch with events ai the conire.' 

Bui Gandhi was totally serious. In 
hts next meeting with the Viceroy he 
firmly pressed Utter to try out his 

C lan and suggested that Jinnah should 
r Free to select ministers entirely 
from the Muslim League, or could 
form a coalition government with Con¬ 
gress ministers and other minority 
representatives. If he refused this 
offer, said Gandhi, the offer would 
then have to be made in the only uther 


Gandhi with Lord and Ladv Mounttiatten in the Viceroy’s pa/oce in 
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great party, the Congress. He hoped 
that Congress would invite ministers 
from all shades of opinion, including 
ihe League. Unable to fathom Gan¬ 
dhi’s motives, Muunibatten suspected 
a carch and asked Gandhi if in tact he 
did nnt desire a central government 
run by the Congress and whether the 
prohminary offer to Jinnah was mere¬ 
ly a manoeuvre) 

Gandhi reacted sharply. "He 
assured me with burning sincerity." 
noted the Viceroy, "that this was so far 
from being the case that ho then and 
there volunteered to place his whole 
services at my disposal in trying to |t«l 
the Jinnah government througX first 
by exercising his inlluence with Con¬ 
gress to accept it. and secondly by 
(uuring the length and breadth of the 
country, getting all the peoples of 
India tu accept the derision " 

Without still paying any seriom 
heed to it. but in order to uhliae the 
Mahaima, Mountbatten directco Lord 
Ismay tu further discuss the matter 
with Gandhi and to piepare the so 
called Gandhi plan about a Jinnah- 
government. When the Viceroy 
showed ii to Nehru, the latter showed 
httle enthusiasm. Nehru also doubted 
if the Muslim leader would, at all, like 
to form such a government on any 
terms. On a subsequent date, he gave 
his opinion that 'ihe only way the 
Candiu plan cuuld he made use of was 
by uffuring the premiership of the 
interim government to Jinnah, with 
the obiect of sirengthenini^ the central 
authority until (he handing over of 
jKiwer m June 1948.' 

Mountbatten also wanted to probe 
Jinnah's mind about the glorious pros¬ 
pect of his becoming the Prime Minis¬ 
ter of a united India. So he told 
Jinnah: "I found that the present in¬ 
terim coalition government was work¬ 
ing better and m a more cooperative 
spirit, and that it was a dav-dream of 
mine to be able to put the central 
government under the Prime Minis¬ 
tership of Mr Jinnah himself." 
Shrewdly, Jinnah replied that nothing 
would have given him greater pleasure 
than to have seen such unity, but that 
(he behaviour of (he Hindus made it 
impossible for the Muslims to believe 
in (his. 

"Some 3S minutes later," describes 
Mountbatten. "Mr Jinnah, who had 
noi referred previously to my personal 
remark about him, suddenfy made a 
reference out of (be blue to the fact 
(hat 1 had wanted him (o be (he Prime 
Minister. There is no doubt that it had 
greatly tickled his vanity, and that he 
had kept turning over the proposition 
in hts mind. Mr Gandhi's famous 
scheme may yet go through on the 
pure vanity of Mr Jinnah." 

Gandhi conducted several rounds of 
talks with Nehru and other members 
of the Congress Working Committee 
but failed to convince any of them 
except Badshah Khan. The chapter on 
an all-India Jinnah government finally 
closed with a letter from Gandhi, to 
Mountbatten on 11 April "i do kew 
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me, I ¥fOuld hav« wanted to carry the 
matter further. But Pandirji was so 
good that he wou}d not be satisfied 
until the whole plan was discussed 
with the few members of i he Congress 
Working Committee who were pre* 
sent. 1 felt sorry that I could not 
convince them uf the correctness of my 
plan from every point of view. Nor 
could (hey dislodge me from my posi 
tiun although 1 had not closed my mind 
against every argument Thus. 1 have 
10 ask’you to omit me from your 
consideration Congressmen, who are 
in the interim government are stal¬ 
warts. seasoned servants of the nation 
and therefore, so far as the Congress 
point of view is concerned, they wtU he 
complete advisers.’* 

Gandhi was acknowledging defeat 
though he was far from abdicating his 
principles. Rut to Mouinhatven this 
was a green signal to proceed wilhout 
Candhi (hough the Viceroy remained 
apprehensive of him nil the Iasi. As 
fnr Gandhi, the sufloring humanity m 
the far corners of his coutury reipnred 
his presence mure urgently than the 
capital of a dying empire where poll- 
tics had reached an oppressivo hciid 
When Gandhi met (he Viceroy the 
next day, the latter assured him that 
his mind wa^ still op^'n. At the same 
lime he informed Gandhi about rwo 
alternative solutions he was consider¬ 
ing, namely, the Calunei Mission Plan 
for a united India, and a truncated 
Pakistan. India was in a fienzy of 
violence. Mounthatten thought ii 
e.sseniial for a Joint siatenirnt to he 
it<sjed by Gandhi and Jinnah calling 
upon their cmintrymen for truce and a 
denunciaiion of iho use uf force lo 
obtain pulaical ends. 

S eldom before had political events 
in India moved so swiftly ur so 
decisively as in the months of April 
and Mav of 1947. When Candhi caflod 
on the Viceroy on 4 May, Lord Ismay 
had alreadv left for London with the 
proposed plan for partition. Mounibat- 
ten tried to convince Gandhi (hat the 
method he had advocated was the only 
sound one ’whereby the people of 
India would decide how they wished 
imwer to be transferred ' Unmoved by 
such pretensions, Gandhi empbasused 
that the British were not giving the 
people a free choice but were practi¬ 
cally imposing partition upon them. 
The only demncratic way. he insisted, 
was (o ask either of the two major 
Indian political parties to form a gov¬ 
ernment for the whole of India. If the 
Muslim League would not agree, the 
Congress should be called in. 

Mount bat ten thought thi^ would 
lead to a bloody civil war. Gandhi 
replied: 'Not if Mr jinnab means what 
ha has siued with me*. The Viceroy 
argu^; jinnah signed in good faith 
whan ha thought I was going to give a 
fair dMisien and that 1 aid not for one 
mocDaat suppose the Muslims would 
not launatMataiy go fo war if I attemp¬ 
ted CO betray tham In this manner.* He 
futhar advocated bis casa that Hi4 
iMaaev'i Covamaient wmild 


minoriry like (ha Muslims into the 
power M the Congress * 

On 1 June 1947, Mounibatten re¬ 
turned from London to Delhi with the 
cabinet’s approval of the partition 
proposals. On Monday. 2 June. tUndhi 
met the Viceroy even (hough it was his 
day of Silence, ftiv silence of that day 
was also symbolic of his sorrow over 
(he inscrutable and exorable ways of 
destiny which seemed (o 1^ decreeing 
the partition of India. 

The .statement of His Majesty’s Gov 
emment was finally announced on 3 
June 1947. The next day. Moujitbaiten 
received an alarming message from 
Krishna Mcnnn that Gandhi was ip a 
very unhappy and emotional mood and 
that some of the Congress leaders 
feared he might deriuunce the pUn 
and its acceptance at his prayer meei- 
ing that evening A periurbed Viceroy 
immediau-ly sent an inviiation lu Gan¬ 
dhi to come and see him at ai^ time 
before the prayer meeting. Gandhi 
arrived at the viceregal palace an hour 
ahead of his praver meeting. 

Mountbatten observed that Gandhi 
Stas in a very upset mood.' He could 

f ouge his feelings ai seeing the united 
ndia he had worked for all his life 
apparently destroyed by the new plan 
Pleading his nwn helplessness he tried 
to comfort the Mahatma that his plan 
was. nevertheless, the only possible 
course. 

At that evening's prayer meeriiig, 
Gandhi assured Indio that the Con¬ 
gress had not yielded to the force of 
arms bui to thv force uf crcumctancos 
The vast majority of Congiessmen did 
not want unwilling partner* Their 
mottu was non violence and therefore, 
no coercion He expressed profound 
sorrow at ih«* wrong policy of the 
Muslim League. Gandhi did not blame 
Mountbatten for all that happened |i 
was the act of the Congress and the 
League, he emphasised "The Viceroy 
had openly declared that he wonted a 
united Indio but ho was powerless in 
the face of the Congress jcceplance, 
however leluctanlly, of the Muslim 
position " 

Despite Gandhi's endorsement, (he 
British continued to be wary of him 
"It looks very much from here,'* wrotr- 
(he Secretary of %atv to the Viceroy 
on S June. **as if Gandhi, having failed 
in his efforts (o sabotage agreement on 
this occasion, has now thought it wise 
to try and get in on the ground floor 

K ore it is too late; but, even if this is 
correct interpret at mn of Kis nc 
riuns, his support will be no loss vuUi- 
able for that." The Viceroy' too ron- 
(inued to entertain such fears knowing 
full well that Candhi could never men¬ 
tally reconcile to panilion. As he re¬ 
ported this home. Listowel again 
advised him; "Gandhi will continue to 
re<)uire very careful watching and 
handling, thou^ it is tu be hop^ that 
(he stage has now passed when it was 
within his p«»wer to sabotage the whole 
pUn. ti has to be recognised, however, 
(hat injured vanity might still impel 
him (0 try to do so." 


last for his hnsnlitv towards their 
policies, while, mi die other. Hindu 
extremists held him responsible for 
(he tragedy of pariiiion As the day of 
mdcpeiulence drew neaiei Jiid Delhi 
prepared for ilie cveiii, G.indhi 
selected distant places for hi\ visits. 

Gandhi could hai JIv ct-lt-bratg while 
India Mail. The depth id his sorrow 
over ihe partition of Indm can be 
known from the way he spent the day 
of independence, when pressed for a 
message by the information and broad¬ 
cast nig department of I he guvern merit 
of India, his terse leply was. '*l'here is 
no message ai all.'* Ami, to (hv BBC 

E ieoplc who reQiicstvd fur a message to 
»e bruadcasi all over the world, he 
said. "Yuu mu<( forger ihol I know 
English ** 

On rh.tl d;iy uf If^ August 1947, 
Gandhi's great lival was also absent 
from Delhi, and from Indio. Muham¬ 
mad All Jininili was m Kanichi to 
became ihv (lOveriiar-Ge/ieral of 
I’akistan. the newboin stale of his<»wn 
creation. 

join ah first met the Viceroy on 
Satoidav. S April 1947 An «dd iiiini of 
71 and sjck, lie w.ts not i.ii horn his 
loicuial deuih l-iuil in .ippeinaiK’c, 
4)ini>sl sk4-l('i,il. iu* Wiis siill one of ihe 
niovi mipiessive peisoii.ditivs .inuoig 
Indian le.iih-rs Less than >i seat In’' 
lore, .« \Vfsieio idiservei h.id ile- 
s« I lin'd him ,4s ’'niie iM lilt In si dieS' 
M'd men mi iIh Hiilisfi I mpiiv.” 
.MmoK lull ten's foM nnpiessiun nl the 
man wusihai ’Ih- w.is hi a must fiipid. 
h.iouhly and disdainful Iraoie 
mniil * 

li was a fi.ime of mmd whish had 
been .issuUiouslN' devclu|>cd acid i iilll 
v.iteJ Jinnah was |>i<*ud hv luiuru. 
Acutely cunsi nnis of being the spokcv 
cnan of Muslim India, ho would not 
allow Its pic Ml go and .status tu he 
luweicd under anv iircumsiames. Kis 
oppoiieiits. b> desiying Inrn, had fui til¬ 
er helped develop his armgauiL- Kv- 
eiMiK'o Nobrii wav repnriod to have 
dinUred ihJt there ivero only two 
pan res in the sininiiv- *the Coiigre^i.t 
and the Brinsh goveiiicnent—and 
rnliers lunsi snnpiy line up. and lurth- 
ei rliai ’one f'on&iess volunteer was 
Iwiier than-a thousand .litinahs,* Jsn- 
nah wjs ds'termrncd to prove that the 
ledl party which, along with I he Con¬ 
gress. held the key to India's future, 
wa-- not the Briiish. hui his own. 

StandihK between ihe Viceroy and 
f.adv Mountbatten. Jinnah posed for 
photographs soon upon his ariivd). As 
he took his position between the two. 
lie tillered live biief words l>v wav of 
courtesy or sell-introdiiction vsIikI) the 
ait«*nnvo Viirrov I'an-liillv heaid and 
rememIwred. Ihe uext mtainiig the 
newspapers quoted Jiniuh describing 
himscU' as "a thorn beisseen rwo 
rnses," At a subsequent meeting. 
Mounthaiten meninmed the incorrect 
reporiiiig and reminded Jinniih (hat 
what he had iKtualiv itaid was: "A lose 
iMftwecn, I wn ihrirns.** An emharnissed 
Jinnah agreed and said: *'Vvs. but in 
my mindl wasekpecting Her Kxcelleii- 
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of Jinnah’s He would alw«ya prepare 
beforehand what he wanted to say. 
This discipline greatly helped him in 
politics. Gandhi often spoke what he' 
felt at (he spur of the moment. Jinnah 
only that which he had earlier de* 
cided. 

As was usual with Mountbaiten, the 
Viceroy started the conversation wkh 
subK^is other than politics. But Jin 
nah. not habituated to such informal** 
lies, long remained cool. At last, aftei 
ail hour and a half, he was seen to be 
jokjHi;, and it fcxik another lone con 
vorsurion the next day, followed by a 
dinner, before the Viceroy satisfied 
himself that ihe jce was really hrokeo. 

Rut he was wron^' Jinnah remained 
as unmoved as ever on matters of 

E iiliiics and it war necessary for 
Uniritbaiien ro forcefully hammer in 
realities of the situation to prod Jin* 
iKih to iipim up Assuring Jinnah of his 
oiler impurtialitv but holdir^ out the 
ihicat of «i severe time*limii. Mount* 
tnirteci explained: ''It is my policy tu 
:n«ikv j decision as siioft as possible 
rfiui utter sceina all concerned " 
flJlHTouted tu holding up negotiations, 
.liiiiiah rw|uested him not to force the 
puce, tisseriing that 'whereas the 
whole of fndia was awaiting a quick 
deciMoji. (hai decision must l>« the 
right one * 

Jinnah put forward conditions. First, 
India should be subjected to a 'surgic* 
al operatinn.’ otherwise she would per¬ 
ish altogether. Secondly, the only man 
tu deal with, or. the Muslim side, was 
Muhammad Ah Jinnah. 

Moutithaiten was noncomittal to Jin- 
nahW first stipulation, but told him 
that an anaesthetic mu.st precede any 
surgical operation. On the second 
poini. acknowledginfl the fact that 
jinnah was the Muslim League, the 
Viceroy also gave him to understand 
the position of strength in which he 
himself had been placed as (he last 
Viceroy ‘*1 pointed uut to him,** writes 
Mountbalteri. “that I was in a very 
favourable position comnared with the 
Cabinet Mission and otWrs who had 
been sent out to find a solution to 
India's future, as I did not have to 
□htain prior acceptance from the Indi¬ 
an parties to the course 1 intended to 
recommend to His Majesty's Covern- 
meiit." This made Jinnah realise that 
his patrons like Churchill might not be 
of much help to him any more if the 
Viceroy decided ro move against the 
interests of the League. 

For full seven years now Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah had drawn in hU mind a 
map of Pakistan carved out of India, 
comprising the Punjab, the Frontier 

Province, Kashmir, nind and Relurhis. 
tan in the west and Assam in the east: 
a State which woutd be fhe most 
populous and prosperous in the entire 
Islamic world That he could seriously 
conceive of such a country of his own 
was the proof of how impossible Jin¬ 
nah as a man could be. Mavin| drawn 
such a map he had bent all his ener- 

t ies towards the partition of India. It 
ad never struck him that should he 

K t his Pakistan it would be different 
un the orte he fMd Wnw 


in April of 1^7. as the negotiations 
progressed, his grand desi^ suddenly 
began to dissolve. Iinnah had been 
caught in the trap oi his own logic^if 
India had to be partitioned, the pro¬ 
vinces of his propped Pakistan should 
also have to Iw partitioned. Jinnah was 
caught napping 

He protested, grumbled and 
threatened. He insisted that (his was a 
Congress bluff lo 'frighten him off 
Pakistan’ by offering him a 'moth- 
eaten* state. He reminded Mountbat- 
ten that he was not the man to be 
frightened off that easily, and re- 

J uesied him not to succumb tu this 
ongress threat The Viceroy pleaded 
his own helplesness in trying to get 
him what he wanted. Jinnah was im- 

C lacable. **l am afraid," noted Muunr- 
ilien, "I drove the old gentleman 
quite mad. because whichever wey his 
agrument went 1 always pursued it to a 
stage beyond which Ke did nut wish it 
to go." No other solution except a 
whole Pakistan as he proposed. Jinnah 
persisted, could bring peace to India, 
since anything less would be sure to 
produce further strife and bloodshed. 

For years now Jinnab's hopes had 
soared upwards with the sympathy he 
received from the highest quarters in 
^tairt. Churchill reco^isM the spe* 
ciaJ position of the Muslims. Many 
eminent Conservatives had openly 
blessed Jinnah's ideas. At a luncheon 
party in Buckingham Palace in Decern 
Der 1946, jmnan found to his immense 
satisfaction that 'His Majesty was pro- 
Pakistan. On talking to the Queen 
after luncheon he found that Her 
Maiesty was even more pro pakistan. 
ana finally when he had a conversa¬ 
tion with Queen Mary he found that 
Her Majesty was 100 per cent pro- 
Pakistan.' When Jinnah narrated this 
to Eric MievUle, (he latter expressed 
surprise that Their Majesties could act 
m such an unconstitutional way by 
expressing their opinions on political 
matters. Ji*>nah laughed, and laughed 
heartily. He was aware that all the 
monarchs and their family members 
had been pro-Muslims from the time 
ihe Hindus tended to become anti- 
British. 

B ut the King and the Conservatives 
were of no I4se to Jinnah at (his 
moment of crisis. He had to deal with 
(he Labour Party and Mountbatten. 
C^sperately clinging on to his grand 
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hopes as the days were running out, 
the Quaida-Asam was reduceo to a 
pathetic condition. As personal di* 
plomacy had become a special feacura 
of the Mountbatten days. Miss Fatima 
Jinnah, the sister of the Quaid, also 
pitched in. She met Lady Muuntbatfon 
and attacked the Congress and the 
Hindus. "She seemed xlmost fanatical 
at rimes in her atiitude," said the 
Vicereine. Miss Jinnah was bitter 
against Nehru and the others and 
charged them for causing violence, 
while she defended her brother end 
his declarations of non-violence. At 
the same time, however, she spoke of 
fighting for separation if the rights of 
the Muslims were not conceded to. 

Jinnah, though advocating soma 
frightful ideas riTl the very last, finally 

f ave in and agreed to a 'moth^atan* 
akistan. But vengeful against the 
British for their betrayal, he would not 
gave any assurance about dominion 
status. When Mountbatten Mrsonally 
reported this to Winston Churchill at 
London, the latter expressed consider* 
able surprise and said: "By God, he ii 
the one man who cannof do without 
British help." The Vicerw sought per* 
mission to go ahead with his line of 
action in spite uf Jinnah but Churchill 
would noi agree. After thinking over 
the issue for a long time, he aovi.ted 
the Viceroy: "Tu begin with, you must 
threaten, fake away all British offic* 
ers. Give them military units without 
British officers. Make it clear to them 
how impossible it would be to run 
Pakistan without British help." 

Nut convinced by Churchill’s suggex* 
tions, bur agreeinc to follow tnem, 
Mountbatten a^ked for freedom 'not 
only to threaten, but alsu to implement 
ihv threat of a transfer ot power 
without diiminiun status.' Churchill 
Mill would nut abandon Jinnah. He 
dictated a brief messngu nnd asked the 
Viceroy to give it to Jimiah. It said: 
“This IS a matter of life anil death for 
Pakistan, if you do nut accept this 
offer with lioth bands. ’ 

Knrred into a corner. Jinnah at last 
accepted the plan ii finally turned 
out to be. As the dav approached and 
India lurched towards the ghastly 
tragedy, the Quaid*e*Azam was prepar¬ 
ing to leave Delhi for Karachi oo 
August 7 ro be sworn in there as the 
new country's Oovernor-General. 

On (he eve oi India's independence, 
in a flight oi idealistic imagination and 
fantasy. Gandhi was thinking of an 
elected President of the Indian repub¬ 
lic in (he person of 'a mehinr girl oi 
stout hearf, incorruptible and crystal- 
like purity.' But in reality, having 
proclaimed .Tawarharlal Nehru as the 
uncrowned King of India, he left him 
to achieve final independence with a 
degree of freedom seldom enjoyed by 
the latter at any previous lime under 
the Gandhian leadership. “Jiiwaharlal 
cannot be replaced today," Gandhi 
declared e««rly in June 1947. “Whilst 
(he charge is beiria taken from the 
Englishmen. Jewaharlul, a Harrow 
boy, a Cambridee graduate and a bar¬ 
rister. is wanted to carry on the nego* 
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INVESTIGATION 


How safe are our VIPs? 


Despite elaborate security arrangements there are too many lapses t 

says VINOD SHARMA, 


D uring Mrs Inilir.i (•tiiulhi's 
firsl xlinl as Pririir Mihiskt, 
her seeur Hymen underiixik 
<in to check iKe 

et'leciivenevv of rhe ruuMne 
inoinin^ se<irch «ii hor utficev TSreo 
tenniH ImDn were huhleM in n cnrnrr 
wiihdUl rhe knemiedp of the m.in 
tfssiKned lo do ihe senuh. The affker 
concerned did rhe se>ircli and pro 
pared j meipi). a** i' the procedure m 
inch mntiers The u-wlr the -.carch 
proved a fniinre >is the offuer coiiJcf 
nor detect the harmJeM haJU 
Mule reccnilv. in 147H, evhen Mr 
Morurji [)e'>«n wjs h<ddincr the lop 
office, ariuilier more Jdimk exuicise 
was plhimod by “oriiot offtcers to m<*a« 
^11 re ihe alertness of those uuardmK 
I he TM's house Ml Desui wa< rtoi at 
home when six men, Jed bv an addi 
tionul depuly < ommissioiier of |iolice. 
sealed the wall on the AkWr Road side 
and entered rho house unehec ked and 
undelected Once lignin the svcuritv 
system failed but rhe youii^ officer's 
intliative met wiih uraisv fiom all 
quarters Ihe harricjniiiK on the I sick 
wall was increawd as iheexvrciic had 
proved that it was irijdeqn.itc to keep 
unwanted pers<ins at hav 
These incidents, ihouflli staped hy 
the security police for self evaluatiun. 
dill not receive .niv puhlieiis 4*r press 
aiveraSe Only a few officers and the 
tieairity unit uf Delhi police knew 
about iheni. But ot late, several slip 
ups at the Piime Mioistei's house* have 
raised questions uhoul the iHilue’s 
ability To >*ii,ird VIIS 
The latest ui the series of emharras 
sing Incidents is the nnv when a ImJy 
remained in o lar pa iked outside i. 
Saldarjiiii^ Road for ovrr six hours 
with ihe I’M's proicctois ri'mainiiiK 
nhliviuiisuf itsoxisreiice This incident 
has made ncople ask if per^ins elec ted 
to hiKh offices are safe in the hands of 
securiTv pniice, who manv a rime have 
failed 10 look heyond rhe bayonet of 
the nl]e they hold Chinks have sur 
faced III rhe scciiriiv armour more 
than once Newspd|>er reports alxml a 
man enternii^ the FM\ house urn 
nolKc'd, about an insane person s'om 
jnp in (he way of Mrs Gandhi's motor 
cude, ahoiir a minister's security Kuard 
hemp shot dead (letncmbei iheTeipal 
binnh muider ai Mr BhdKwai Jha 
Arad's househave almost eroded the 
credibility of the vecunry jiolice 
Several years eito, (here was the 
jMKobi brothers incident in which fooT 
}>crsniis managed tu park (hen car 
ri|{ht in the Mrtico of the FM's house 
in rhe mid^e of the night and (he 
more recent one involving Ram Duf- 



.'W’cuiiri sorifon .iroiioJ .Mis r«.indhi 

IS 1/ ftiiuinh" 

ebanJ f^alwaiu. in which a knife wav 
thrown at klrs Gandhi in rhe Farlia* 
menr House premises Another well 
known case is rhe* woman who tried lo 
enter (he HM's house with a knife nri 
her person, and recenily a man with a 
shurp eilgi'd weapon tied to his leg was 
arrested, accoidiujt (o the imiIkp ver 
sum. al ihe ijxi stand near 1. Safdai 
ing Knad. Init reliable souices, 
owwer. claim that the ariebt was 
dciiiallv maile at the RM's house 

Another case* which proved the vuT 
rier.ilnlitv of the sesuniy arrange 
meois 91 the FM*s house, uccurred a 
few months liack A man. who was 
later found to Ih* insane, miiigied with 
press photographers and peperrated 
deep into Ihe security area. It i$ re* 
(Hirted that the guards only came to 
know of hi.s presence when Mr« Indira 
Gandhi, alert and agile as ever, herself 
brouglit ir to theii notice. These slip¬ 
ups and the one which involved a 
demonstration fed hy Suresb Kam, 
where a crowd came right up tn the 
in cate of (he FM’s house and squatted 
there, made the* Intelligence Bureau 
I IB) and rhe highest echelons «»f rhe 
Delhi police sit up and take stock of 
the .situation. A priicesr was thus &e( in 
motion to create a Special Security 
District (BSDk covering 1. Sardariung 
Road. Parhamint House and the snort* 
routes taken by Mrs Gandhi to reach 
her office and Parliament Mouse. 

The information about the Inrma' 
lion (if a lecuniy district leaked to the 
press even befure-the idea could be 


trunsUied into practice* but evendidl 
ly rhe iu*w district, primarify aimed at 
«treiterhenjng the PM's security was 
estabTished. Mr Subhash Tandon. a 
joint director in the Intelligence 
Ruicau who is in (hargu uf (he PM'x 
sesunty. intofviewed men in the Delhi 
Mhcc and went through rheir con* 
liiU'iitial records before making the 
final s4*lecrion for rhi* sensitive job 
liiquiricj by Si*nijan reveal I hat (he 
new force, undvi the IB's functinnHl 
control, compiises neailv 10<) corisi 
ablev, K(1 head constables, 17 suh* 
insjwciois. one impecrur anti tlin»e 
assisiani cummivsioners ui police 
(ACF) A deputy commissioner of 
(xihceiflCH) ib in overall charge of the 
niufjl , 

F.ven though some rime has clups<*d 
since the force came into heirig, the 
authuniics are yei lo appoint a perma¬ 
nent DCF to head it. Mr V, N. Siiigli, 
DCF. IS holding joint cIihikv of both 
the old security unit and the new 
district The delay has led lu specula- 
tious abuut (he wry purpose Whind 
forming (h« district Many officers are 
of theopiniun that if the new district ii 
lu Ik.’ different from the security unit, 
the authorities should have decided on 
(Kc new DCP lieforehand. .Speculation 
dboui (he effectiveness of new district 
gamed currency after the "dead body" 
episode and the wide press publicity 
this received in Delhi newspaper.s. The 
incident was asionishhig since none of 
ihc MX observation posts, equipped 
Willi armed guards and wireless sets, 
nor (he five police patrol jeeps sta- 
iiuned around (he PM's house* de* 
ti'Cted (he car for a long time. 

Frimarily meant for guarding 
jgninvt snap demonstrutvuis and car 
bornu tniscreants, the oliservation 
posts and (he jeeps were stationed at 
strategic points ever since the demon* 
siration by Suresh Ram and his sup 
porters last winter. The police posts 
and the jeeps are under the control of 
an ACF. who camps at the PM*s resi¬ 
dence. The "night ACPs.” as they are 
called, are drawn from different units 
in rotation each day. All these arrange¬ 
ments. combined with the security 
district, were aimed at augmenting the 
PM's security, '‘but the system failed 
and Mrs Gandhi's name was unneces* 
sarily drawn into an incident with 
which she had nothing to do," admit 
t^ a seasoned police officer, who has 
had a stint as a VIP securityman. 

"No ViP in the world is secure if a 
man decides TO die.’* said another 
officer. He, however, hastened to add: 
"But in our country even Head men are 
exposing the weaknesses of the ays* 









cem." Knowledgeable sources Sunday 
spoke (o, aired different opinions on 
the effectiveness of the security dis* 
trict. Those opposed to it said the word 
'^districi" attached to the newly 
formed force was a “misnomer," as the 
short-routes and other areas it covers 
will remain under the jurisdiction of 
the New Delhi district police. The new 
force will merely ensure adeduate de* 
loymeni along the routes when the 
nine Minister is “on the move," and 
around 1. Safdarjang Road. Parlia¬ 
ment House or at her office, when she 
is at any of these places. 

If the new disthcr were to have some 
meaning it should have been notified 
in the gazette, or an ioternal circular 
should at least have been issued to 
spet'ify its function. Nothing of this 
sort has been done and “at the same 
time we are told that a new district has 
been formed/' said a senior officer. 
Without being notified in the gatette, 
no force can eaercise legal puwers, 
"The S$D, as of now, is like any Delhi 
armed police bataJlion," the senior 
officer added. 

The 'effective result” of the forma¬ 
tion of the SSD, the officer fell, was 
(hat the strength of the VIP security 
unit has been increased and that of the 
Delhi police depleted “without any 
tangible, positive results.’* Even the 
selection of officers for the new dis* 
trict has nut been foolproof, despite 
Mr Tandon having handpicked the 
personnel. Some of the persons, 
according to (his officer, wno have 
been selected do not not have a “very 
clean record " 

“VIP security is e very sensitive, 
state subject." a police officer said 


and went on to question the growing 
influence of the IB. Earlier, the intelli* 
fence men had limited themselves co 
the role of advisers in the matcer of 
VIP security; but of late they have 
come lo exercise a closer, more effec¬ 
tive control. Recently, they issued a 
circular invicing names of Delhi sub¬ 
inspectors on deputation to the IB fur 
ring-round duties. The ring-round is a 
security cordun where men are sta¬ 
tioned at harnlshake distance from the 
VIP free boxj. 

Some officers interpreted the circu¬ 
lar as signifying that the IB was in the 
rocess uf virtually taking over the 
M's security. As one officer said, this 
has resulted in an anomaly, for the IB 
have no "legal responsibifiiy" for the 
security and safeguard of the Prime 
Minister. The law puts the onus com 
pletely on the Delni police. 

“They <the IB) are not policemen on 
the ground...they are ivoi> tower peo¬ 
ple, typical armchair policemen.." said 
a veteran policeman. In fact, when 
.someone is drafted to the IB. he has to 
surrender his police identity card and 
is told that he is no lunger a 
policeman. 

Almost all the officers emphasised 
that security arrangements for the 
Prime Mimstei have to be perfect. 
Some of there even feel that the VIP 
security unit of the Delhi police wa5 
one of the finest in the country and 
which, on numerous occasions had 
proved its effectiveness. For example, 
an olive-green jeep passed by the PM's 
house one night, several times within a 
short duration. The alert guards 
flashed a wireless message and soon 
the entire security machinery was set 


in morion to trace (he “mystery vehi' 
cle." The jeee was located uter i 
while and the driver discovered to be a 
l4 Colonel, reportedly testing it for 
participation in a car rally. Tms army 
officer, said a senior policeman, wee 
only let off after he nad been thor* 
oughly interrogated to the satisfactioo 
of the military inielligence author¬ 
ities. 

An uutside chance of a mishap can¬ 
not be ruled uui even though the 
security officers try their best to re¬ 
duce the element of risk. When 
arrangemenrs have to be made for an 
unscheduled VIP visit it becomes im¬ 
mensely difficult to plug all loopholes 
in (he given time. Some incidents* 
previously unreported, came to !l|^t 
during inquiries by Sundsv. Recently, 
when Mrs Gendhi was attending a 
function at a five-star hoiel in Delhi, 
the lift she was in got stuck for a while, 
despite a senior staff member of the 
hotel operating it The PM’s escort 
pariy. which was in ■ separate Uft, 
were left dumbfounded and helplese. 
The sustiense, fortunatrly. lasted u&ly 
a lew seconds till the lift moved again. 
A similar mechanical failure caused 
(he security police considerable 
embarrassment duringMortrjk Desei’a 
lenure a> Prime* Minister. This also 
took place in the lift of a five-star 
hotel. Mr Desai, instead of being 
whisked to the appropriate floor, waa 
taken up to the floor used for ware¬ 
housing. A security officer said that 
though the lifts are checked* when a 
VIP rias to use them, there is always 
(he possibility of a mechanical failure. 
He went on to emphasise that almost 
every securityman takes his job 
seriously. "We know that we have 
been entrusted with the responsibility 
of fulfilling (he nation’s nbligation to 
ihe person elected to the hipest 
nffice." 

As regards (he IB’s role in VIP 
security, since a bnck-by-brick struc¬ 
ture has to be built to reduce the 
plem^nt of danger, whei is wrong if 
the intelligence men lend a hel|»ng 
hand in the difficult task, the security 
officer asked. As long as the intendoas 
are noble, the means do not matter. 
This officer felt that the success of the 
securitymen at their job depends on 
the VIP they look after. If the person 
"we are protecting is cooperative, 
things become easier..But again there 
are situations when the leaders have 
to step out and reach the people." 

Most of the officers, who had mn In 
the security unit jjr were presently 
functioning as securitymen were re¬ 
luctant (n discuss the subject. They 
Termed their job as a "top state secret 
but .igreed that an open debate on the 
matter would improve things. 

With reference to the effectiveness 
of security arrangements, an officer 
pointed out that there should be a 
perraaneni staff of officers “ear¬ 
marked" for VIP security duty. Once ■ 

e rrsun joins the security police ranks, 
t should remain there for ever. The 
present system of transfers in and out 
of the unit makes the development of 
a professional force more difficult.! 


VVIP security cordons 


The security arrangements for a 
VVIP, as described by a knowledge¬ 
able source, can be compared with 
the Red Fort- The outermost cor¬ 
don. comprising armed guards, is 
like (he moat which runs round the 
sprawling monument. In the case of 
the Prime Minister it is the peri* 
meter of the house, office or any 

E tace she may visit to attend a 
unction. 

The inner cordon is between the 
people and the VIP. as for example 
m a public meeting. This ring, the 
experts say, is wider than the effec¬ 
tive firing range of small, street 
arms. Next to ^e inner cordon is 
the most important of all security 
covers—known as “ring round” is 
police jargon. , 

.To understand the ring round 
pUceraant, let us presume that the 
V!? is about to aught from a car, 
then "the cordon itaits from the 
alighting point." As a rule, no un¬ 
known person is allowed in the ring 
round area. If anyone not known to 
the securitymen is spotted, the 
eKorts merely intercept him on 
aome pretext and within moments. 


as (he VIP is moving, he ts left 
standing outside the ring round. 

Hie "Blue book" which lays down 
the fundamentals of the security 
arrangements is inherited from (he 
British. Some changes have been 
effected on the advice of the IB. 
Sunday leams that security for a a 
visiting VIP is planned by the local 
lice in consultation with (he IB. 
VIP security is a state subject, 
the unplementsgion part is len to 
(he police. In pursuance of (heir 
edviso^ role, the IB have time and 
again issued circulars to the police 
briogiQg to (heir notice the Up^ 
in the arrangements and suggesting 
corrective measures. Detaued re¬ 
ports 00 assassination bids in fore 
^ countries, like the ones involv¬ 
ing the US President and the Pope, 
are made available to the security 
police. The purpose is to learn from 
pest mistakes, their own and those 
of others’. 

In some cases, films of MP vialis, 
stessing the security angle, have 
been shot. One such occasion was 
when the Soviet President Leomd 
Breshnev risited India. 





The Himalayan curse 

It IS goilre and 30 million people are affected by this disease which maims and retards But the 
biggest tragedy is that the helpless people can be cured very easily, says NIRMAL GHOSH 



Vt'omdfi troin I'Fnilfei ivt ht fiiiHte 


bother to get up. Look moro cloie)y« 
and more often than not, you may see 
8 pecubar lump on thetr throat and 
neck. You may not give it another 
thought, but the horror of it wiJJ grip 
you when you drive on and spot a 
group of children pottering around in 
the dusty village square. MMt of them 
will have that ternfyiog vacant smile 
aad awkward gait that characterises 
the mentally retarded. It has a name, 

(his ugly innictiunr i( is vailed goitre. 

Goitre is a condition arising from a 
deficiency of iodine in the environ* 
ment and hence in the human system. 
It consists of hypothyroidism, or an 
enlargement of the thyroid gland in 
the neck. The immedUie effoers of this 
sweilini are lethar^ and in some 
cases, difficulty m breathing. Whan 
neglected, herMiiaty goicre. can alto 
rewlt in owntal and Dofakil retanto' 


I f vou ever find yourself dnvtng 

thriiuKh I hr- touthilK oi A^^am oi m > ^ i 

northern UP or may be Himachal f ^ . ,1 

Ptdde^h. It IS vvrv ptoliublc that 
yuu will experience thl^: a dug ^ 
will be Iving in the nmldleof die iiMd, V n 

b lot k I n g (he pa t h < d voi ii s}>eeiling car 1 1 ji 

As you screech l<> a h.iU, the dog will lr\^^ '^JmL 
not seem to bother ,ir all ami will I' Jag ^ 

continue sleopin>> As v>o' blow the Ii ■■■ ' H 

horn, the dug will lelmtantly raise its V WB-'. ■ 

head, ihen lethal euallv rci up and 
plod ween IV tu the side the 
where he .mam 

dnJdnzcoff A huvdoK. you think 4 

you will hck^in to wuiulor a liitie more 
when vmi drive rhiough village and 

see a group of men situoK lisrlesxlv hy « 

the roadside, surt eying your rat with 

total mdifferenrv Perhatw. you may " jl 

Ktop 10 ask dirvctiiins and then you ihcravagexorgortre. in€>c>un^t>o> m 














condition caJUd qvtinisin. 

Wherever goitre vUcts more than 
nine or (en per cent of the population, 
it is known as endemic goitre and 
anything above that is considered 
abnormal. It then has need for urgent, 
prompt curative and preventive ac< 
tion. It is therefore shocking that ab> 
out 30 per cent of the population in the 
entire sub^Himalayan belt—stretching 
from the northeastern states atross 
northern UP into parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir—suffer from goitre. This 
means that about 3U million people in 
this belt (see me^} have goitre, as 
compared to 10 million people m the 
rest of India. Of these 30 million in the 
''goitre belt." nearly one million are 
physically or mentally retarded. If 
even a mere two or three per cent of 
the children bom to affected parents 
have goitre, there is every chance that 
most of them will end up deaf-mute 
and roentallv retarded. Tnet adds up 
to a little less than half a mdhon 
children at a given moment, who if not 
treated adequately wirhin a year of 
birth, will be doomed to live the 
wretched lives of animals. And the 
most tragic fact of this situation is that 
most of these children do not receive 
any treatment 

And the tragedy is the more intense, 
for goirre is one of the most easily 
controlled disorders in the world. The 
simplest method for its cure is also the 
most effeciive^the lodisation of com* 
mon table*$alt. The average, daily re* 
quirement (which is 0 1 ro O.lS mg) of 
iodine for a person is thus met, and 

a tre can be gradually controlled. 

t iodisation ^ants do not involve 
any large operation nor do they need 
huge investments. Taiwan is known to 
have wiped out goitre through salt 
iodisation at a cost as miniscule as 20 
paise per person per year. In India, it 
IS estimate, that adding iodine to salt 
would cost merely around five paise 
per person per year. Treating affected 
persons by administering thyroid hor* 
mone tablets would cost a maximum of 
Rs 15 per person per year. Even the 
latter method would be well within the 
health budget of the country and the 
former wo^d, of course, haraly make 
a dent in the budget. 

Environmental iodine deficiency is 
more likely in low hills or the plains 
below them, because the natural 
geography of the areas subjects them 
to irequent flooding, which has the 
effect of washing away the topsoil 
(that contains the requisite iodine). 
Goitre is also found in pockets in the 
plains, where certain environmental 
conditions, like flooding, persist. The 
town of Colonelganj, between the riv¬ 
ers Ghagra and Sarai. has a goitre 
prevalence rate of 80 to 100 per cent, 
out of which four to five per cent are 
affected by severe mental retardation. 
This is directly attributable to iodine 
deficiency. Colonelganj is often sub* 
ject to savara floo^g because of its 
geographical location. FloodUig has 
aiao lacreased in some areas like 
Himachal Pradesh because of indiesi* 
Bfoate deforag^A^ ^ recant years. 


ognised and evaluated on paper in 
1962. The credit for this goes to the 
pioneering and definitive research 
done by Dr Ramalioeaswamy, present' 
ty director general m the Indian Coun¬ 
cil for Medical Research (ICMRl. A 
goitre control cell too was established 
it the centre, and a programme for 
eradication through iodisation of salt 
was drawn up. That was 20 years ago. 
Till today, prophylactic measures have 
been implemented in only ten per cent 
of the affected areas, and the situation 


is still as severe as before. “Thera is a 
lack of appreciation and awareness of 
(he ramifications of endemic goitre, 
even among doctors,” says Dr N. 
Kochupillai of the All India Institute 
uf Medical Sciences (AIIMS), who is, 
today, a leading figure in gotiie re¬ 
search and control. “When we first 
began working on this problem in the 
late Fifties, we found that even local 
medical personnel in outlying nreas 
were blissfully unaware uf guiire and 
its implications.” 


TABU 1 

twrgy rtnks gl imi m lc geim NR 


IM/Tnwpiiwei 

Bihar: 

raw 

pgrcwlHi gnnfinci 
gf fiRra II simolt 
svmy gf pggtiliQgg 

East Champaran 

District 

1979 

64.51 

West Champaran 

District 

1979 

57 20 

Himachal Pradesh: 

Simla 

1974 

41 .M 

Sirmoor 

1980 

28.02 

Jammu A Kashmir; 

BaramuJIa 

1971 

38.24 

Misoram: 

1978 

S8.H1. 

Uttar Pradesh: 

Bareilly 

1974 

64 

Deoria 

1973 

65 

Gonda 

1978 


Nainital 

1974 

24.4 

Pilibhit 

1975 

41.3 

Rampur 

1978 

15 8 

West Bengal; 

Darjeeling 

Delhi city: 

Kalkaji area 

1976 

.15 (> 

and Cbandi Cho#k 

1979 

55 


TABLE 2 

Iodised salt (metric tonnes) 


Total projected aimual requirement in goitre 6,68,(X)0 

regions in India under cover of National 
Goitre Control Programme *('79**80) 

Total installed capacity of 12 itsdisation 3.76.000 

plants already set up 

Total annual quota for allotment to India 2.20,SOO 

Total annual quota for allotment to Nepal 60,000 

Total actual production from iiaitalled capac* 1,37,000 

Ity (79.*«0) 
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For Every Rs 37 20 You Give 


Cume lo PNB to know 
tiow In in.ikH yoiir money 
work aboiK 3 limes as 
mucfi.PNB'sCASII 
CERTiFICATE Sctiome 
IS the answer For insl 
Rs. 37.20 we ll give 
Rs 100 (X)Cash Certificate 


encash.ible after 10 years. 
Cash Certificates m 
multiples of Rs.lOO.OO are 
available at all PNB 
branches, for periods 
ranging from 3 years 
to 10 years 



foo BANK upon I 


An Investment worth your while 


In India, heahh is under stale juris¬ 
diction and the centre only has an 
advisory role to play. Otiicials at the 
Directorate General of Health Ser* 
vices IDGHS) in Delhi vociferously 
complain that siate governments are 
not coming forward to implement the 
programme; the salt commissioner in 
Jaipur complains that whatever ith 
dised sail his plants produce is not 
even taken awuy from the production 
points so he has to reduce production 

C srforce, to prevent congestion and 
rittienecks; the railways complain 
that they do not get clear directives to 
enable them lu run things smoothly; 
the stare governments either do no¬ 
thing. or complain, in their turn, ahour 
the Tack of any enthusiasm from the 
centre. Thus iiie blame is passed on. 
And the vested interests a> always, 
enter the scone 

Typically of the way things work in 
this country, the rip-offs begin the 
moment the iodised suit begins to pile 
up in Koduwns across the country 
(which ure few «irid fur between any- 
way}. And the final rip-off is the ven¬ 
dor in a tiny village in («drhw«f who 
not knowing the (hfforcnce between 
iodised «ina urdniHry salt, receives 
Ixith iind sells both, not bothering 
about «inythinK else as long as his 
profit margins lemam intact. There is 
no one tn tell him the difference; no 
one to instruct the people which salt to 
huy. 

'*lr should he illegal to distribute 
ordinary salt in gu it re-endemic areas.” 
says Dr Kochupiilai indignantly. And 
Dr Ramnlingaswamy adus; “We have 
no financial limitations, on gaps m 
knowledge, no technical weaknesses. 
Our main problem is administrative 
and managerial failure There is no 
odministrutive will. You can narrow 
rhe whole down squarely to one prob¬ 
lem: transportation of only iodised sail 
to relevant ditlricts." 

India, in fact, has contributed enor¬ 
mously to the internarional medical 
fraieiniiy\ knowledge of goitre, and ir 
is therefore, all ihe more ironic that in 
a country where so much is known 
about tho ailment, nothing effective is 
done uhiiui it 

The record of the goitre control 

i irogramme is uninspiring, lo say the 
east, and the few figures (m Table 21 
expose all that needs to be said about 
it. 

The goitre rates in Ne^l. Sikkim 
and Bhutan are, incidentany, definite¬ 
ly higher than even 30 per cent. 

The situation is certainly not helped 
by the DGHS official who clasps his 
hands behind his head and philosoph* 
Ues that, “Vested interests are every¬ 
where. What can one do?" Or a senior 
buicaucrat who asked: **13 goitre a 

E problem for the specialists or a prab- 
em for the people?" On being told 
that 40 million people in India have 
goitre, his response was; "Then how 
come the politicians are not speaking 
about ir?" Thai simple question tells 
the storv of bureaucratic apathy of a 
total, abiect surrender to politictl 
pressure. And the less said about 
politicians tha better. 



ShittM porr/uAs m thv map shnwt rh^ goitre endemic aiem* in InJu 


In Europe and America, one in 6,000 
babies is deficient in the thyroid hor¬ 
mone due to genetic factors. Yet it is 
mandatory that a new-born's blood he 
examined for ihi%, because the first 
one year is the must crucial when the 
child IS dependent on the thyroid 
hormone for proper brain develop¬ 
ment After one year the damage be¬ 
comes irreversible. The cost of these 
measures is low. In fact, it costs more 
10 maintain a retarded individual in 
our society. In India, preliminary scu. 
dies in Gonda, UP, where the preva¬ 
lence rate is around BO per cent have 
shown that at least two per cent of 
children bom have thyroid deficiency. 
And yet there is virtually no organised 
effort in our country to counter the 
goitre menace. 

Communication too is a basic prob¬ 
lem. Must of those 30 million people in 
the crescent-shaped “goitre belt" do 
not know the first thing about goitre. 
It is generally regarded as an udy but 
harmless swelling in the neck, and 


A littie less than half a million 
children at a given moment, 
who if not treated ad^uate- 
ty within a year of birth, will 
be doomed to live the 
wretched lives of animals ... 


some village quacks ireai ii crudely by 
coating it with subsinnccs (untduung 

f r>tasMiim iodine or potusMum lodarv 
his helps in the long run in a vvi v 
small pcrceniage of cases. If you ask 
villaiwrs aiound the Gonda area about 
people from Gunda. ihev will smile 
derisively because people from Gimdu 
are tradiriunally known in be dulJ and 
a bii soft in the heud. Of course, no 
body is aware uf the reason for this. A 
person with goitre usually becomes 
very lethargic and has no desire for 
work or activity of anv kind ll is not 
mere coincidence, therefore, that a lot 
of gojtre*s trick on areas aie economi¬ 
cally backward And the scene gets 
gloomier, because gmire is also associ¬ 
ated with malnuiiition, and the num¬ 
ber uf goitre cases increase in direct 
relation to tiio increase in population. 

Consider the lodisution programme. 
Six new salt lodisaiion plants were 
planned for the current five year plan. 
1982 is the third year of the plan, hut 
none of these six plants is m commis¬ 
sion. It IS no surprise that organi.sa- 
liofis like UNICEF who are to give 
financial aid In the sciriog up of these 
plants, are wondering if iheit money 
may not be better spent Vnless ihe 
ceritre and stare governments wake up 
tn the situation, UNICEF and others 
will refuse to join in on a seemingly 
futile exercise. And until the auihiir 
ines realise the urgency, the 30 million 
goitre-affected people will have to live 
helplessly with this totally unneces¬ 
sary but horrific ailmeftt. ■ 
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Cong (I) ministers involved in 
medical supply scandal 

CM Keishing is trying to shield his coileagues 


linphHt; M.inipiir''* public vnvmy iium 
hci mu* IS nn( iiisiirjivncv (>ui inn up 
lion. It b.is alrci'ilv the JisiinC' 

fion (if h^irif* rill* must corrupt stare m 
rhe ooribrMsi .Stones jNiunJ of how 
bureaiiiTiirs do not t!" iof vjcarions lo 
Go«i or K.ivUmiT bur cn It.mKkuli ^oil 
Sifiiijpoiy Ww eKient of iurrupr><»n is 
imnj lioKKhnM Ibe stale's vtKibnsc 
cell i& riow swompeiJ with dii jvaluriche 
of luirupiion ciise»-^urourtil 700*^ 
mostiv a|ii<tiiisr poIirKiaos and Aovein 
ment oUiciaIs The* newly opened Con 
ir«il Bureau of InvvsciKulion olficv at 
SiJdiur. which luok» uitoc Marituur. is 
now expuniijnir irs srufi lo deal wuh 
the ciise^ of financial scandals in Ihe 
sratv IVrheps the mnst voiirroverMel 
K4W of corrupt lori is the one now 
rocking (he siule's medical depart 
menr It involves the misappropriation 
of mure than six crure rupees Medical 
apparatus were bought at highly in 
fluted prices-•sometimes neariv u 
hundred times their actual prices 

The mcdiiai purchase scandal has 
seen the arrcsi of 12 svtuoc officers of 
the department including Th Surjit 
Singh, a deputy secretary, and Dr <• 
Mani Sarina, state family welfare uffic- 
er, in Miirch 19H2. The uppoiition 
parties .ire now gunning for Tn Krish 
ita Singh, health minister, and Henan 
Lokhon Singh, minister of state for 

Some medical ap/iaratus vupp/iec/ o> 
the* fS'ivcnftnK'nt Jt infijivd price* 

I 


\ 



health Dp|>usilio(l MlaVs h.uo or>enls 
alleged that the minisicis had *'loI 
luUed” with the officers und suppliers 
in ilie swjiullv amoiinnng io Ks 
I.J ,1,72.250 

rhe nunius operAtiJi was stalllingK 
simple Material was supplied I»n (he 
firms iimHtlv linal) at much hiehcr 
rates than availahli* ni the m.iiket The 
senior officers, pufticiilai ly ihi* deputy 
secretary, initialled the sanuion 
orders {prohahW ai rhe behest of 
ministers i niid the bills were promiKly 
encashed in four disiiur (reasimes 
after paving the necessary sales tax 
The maierul was cuppheil liotwecn 
November 19B1 and January 1982 
Altogeiher l€ iiems were supplied. A 
document tabled in the MaiopMi |.«*g 
islaiive Assembly on 11 l-obruarv 19K2 
revealed that the stale government 
accorded sancliun of Rs 15.75.0(10 fur 
purchase of 20.000 towels isire 
10"xl.5"j al Rs Z% per piece from 
Nationai .Scientific Dealers. Haona 
Ba/ar. Imphal MrOkram Jov Singh, a 
Mampui People ^ Party MI A anu for 
mcr deputy speaker, who tabled it in 
the Assembly poinred out (hat the 
towels were purchased fur lusi .fU 
|iaisa each from a C'aUtilta firm. Be 
sides towels, the prices of oihei am 
lies supplied were; 


ankles 

pTKr 
iin R^l 

Market 
pnir 
(ifl He.* 

Babv «c»Khiti|t 
mdrhinc s 

7.SQ(» vmh 

2MI voch 

NjmJ fcrai*w 
lubes 

14V each 

1 4n each 

ilo&pjial 

scisMirs 

lau each 

J,7S each 

Fofeeps 

19n puili 

2 7? each 

Sannary 37 each 02V each 

napkins 

The cost of the articles vuppliad also 


varied from place to place. CM 
Rishang Keishing himself admitted 
that cost of adhesive plaster supplied 
at Jiribam was Rs 248 each against Rs 
65 for the same supplied lo Imphal. 
The government sanctioned Rs 
5^70.fMW for purchase ol 20 baby 
weighing machine* at 7.500 a piece 
and 3.000 nasal feeding tubes at R$ 
140 a piece on 12 December t9fi3 in 
order No 1/14/7B M and deputy secret* 
ary Mr Singh put hia initials on ii. The 
sanction for purchase of forceps wes 


given in Older No I 14 78 M dated 6 
January 1982 it O So I H\ 82 I fn.^hbi 
dr 5 1 82 1 An Imphal lirni supplied (be 
.KitcleN at the latu of K^ l^lo cMch 
against the murker piuc ol Rs 2 75 
each Thu lift Kiev wtic luccivcd im (lie 
\t«H.k citny book id ihe dopai lirii ni on 
p.igc N« 117 of hook No i 

The disclosures ot tins moapurop 
nation came in the lebtuai v Msicb 
session ot ihv Miiiiipur la’gislaiivt' 
Assembly. Mr Jov Siogh. m his i^ues> 
iiun No 439 on 11 rehruary 1982, 
a>*ked whelher ihe gosuinititor had 
sdnciinned Ks IVTS.OUO foi purihase 
of towels «ind adhesivu planter ;i( thu 
inflated rates I hu health niiitistei, Mi 
Kn>hnn Singh, luplicd in tliu ncgaiive 
But opposiiion MLAs soon r»ihlud the 
dociimcntN rvluting to ihu nunhasc of 
(he articles Jt giusslv inflated rales. 
Mr Jny Singh then mesentud oi (hr 
House the lopirs of the sirtle iriMsui v 
vouchers auilKaising the encashment 
of bills. The government h id logive in 
and CM Mr Keishmg .ulmiired ihat he 
had a financial Mundal in his hand** 
He said a total ol Hs l,.U crorcs were 
encashed from various rieasunus lor 
supply of ihe mediial goods at nifl.iled 
Kites He promised lo tiansfer Ihe 
invesiigditon uf the i jm? fium iho state 
(Tl) to (he CRI. Said deputy C M I 
Tompuk .Singh. ".Sicro action would he 


I’fhtUisut c’o/>v ot a gover/ime/it onJei 
Utr rhe suppiy of medic a/ •ippjrutus Ht 
high prices 
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rukcli rhe iuoters of ih^ ^tate w«re $anction«d by caUinei 

hnancuK." mnnsicr Mr Krishna bin((h. Mr Knsh 

Bui ihcia^es have vH Ixscii formally im SiAgh. father of seven dHuuhters 
handed over hi ihe CRI, haid Dr 1. nnd four sons, and ao et-ieacher irf 
Chundrnmiini Sinijh. a farmer spvrikvr. Mayan^ Imiihaf hi^h school and Mi 
Mr Keishinii is now de^peraudy l^ikhon Smith. aUu an exteacher re 
iryiotf ru hush up rhe case, fie knows fused to comment There is yet 
that nU two ininisreilal coUeagues in anoihoi reuMin why Mr Kei«hiii(tS 
the medical deiKinmeni will have io ConKres»<l) government is keer to go 
yield ro pressure if the probe on '* slow on this cave. It is widely believed 
According to fin«inct.il rules, (ulmiiiis ihai the CM is trying lo shield Mr 1. 
native s.inciioii uplo Rs two lakh^ can failil Singh, vlate Congres^l) presi 
be given by the cabiner iniiusiei con* dent, whose hroiherx own Ved bnter 
cerneJ; bvvund Rs two Jakns the mol prises, one of rhe suppliers of rhe 
ter can only be claaied by the CM A medic jJ gintds Some documents relut 
highly reliable source told .Si hoas mg to the case including official files 
ihiii the pui chaser ol medical .iriiclc^ an* leporieil missing 
iipro Rs rwo lakhs were sjnerumed hv Manipui's acute uiicniploymeni 
the miiiisrer of slate Ml 1a»khon Singh, problem (about %.UIK1 piTsons our of 
while rhosu involving beyond Rs two rhe state's total population about H.f* 


lakhs are on the live register) has. 
irurtically, helped in (he growth of 
corrupt practices, (fuvernment Jobs 
are now '^suld" in the shrinking em< 
ploytnent market in rhis hackwiinl 
state The cuircni price tug fm 
fohx IS. Kt .'t.QOO for a class IV and Rs 
in.iVkl for a clasx f|| job. Over Rt 
2.'>.0(X) changes hands to buy lobs in 
the pidice and enstoms departments. 
The Mnnipui Public Service Com mis 
Sion iMPfK.') IS also not free from ihe 
ellcgjtionv of corruption. Mr If Bba 
ban bingh. a mimlNfr of rhe MPSC. has 
charged that there was "tampering ul 
marks In ihe officu for favouririg cer* 
ram candidates" in a Icitcr tNo HHlj/ 
157/82s dl. Its January 1482) tu Gov 
ernof S.M II Burnev 
S^ntanu Ohosh 


Bombayites protest against renaming roads 


Bombay'. Ihe practice of renaming 
roads in Bombay is ninv iKUHnerang* 
mg. us ciciaens have siartcd taking 
serious objcciions. Last war’s tele¬ 
phone directory, fur icisiaiue, had 
listed ihe names of aboui .114 ri>ads m 
Greater Romb.iy iind iheir news 
names with an additional 100 or so 
roads (hai wc^re lenamud in ihv sufv 
orbs. Moci of rhojn are tongue* 
ivrisiers: Devi Ahilyabai Holkar 
Chowk or Khansaheb Abdul Kaciixi 
Khan Chowk or even beiier Sri Gin* 
jashankar Sanklcshwar Vagnik 
Chowk, 2n fact, the spree is so lumse- 
less (hm the city fathers had once 
wanted to change the name ol Labur¬ 
num Road (which houses the famous 
Mam fihavan where Gandhgi stayed) 
thinking it was named after some 
foreigner. It was pointed out that it 

[ :oi its name for the magnificient 
BburTtum trees that line the road on 
either side. 

li costs Che ih>ini>ay Municipal cor* 
poration between Ra 300 to Rs $00 for 
rhe “chrisieniag’* ceremony aod 
sometimes even more if it is the name 
of an indusinalist This dues not in¬ 
clude rhe cost to Doerdershan sending 
1 ta camera team to fll ti^ i he mayor and 
nunicipal commisiioner peWw&ing 
ihla **auguir* duiy. To the city 
fathera. rartaming of foadi Is an im¬ 
portant "dury** conaidering that 2& 


pi*r ccni »t I heir wxtrk in the W<>rk« 
Cominiiri'v cunsists uf applying iheir 
mindv III changing ihc namvi. of roads 
Recently ihvy rechnstened Urmiv* 
Ion Ktmd lhai runs ai iighi augfev ir* 
ihe Taj Mahal Kutel as o E S.T Marg 
in deference lo Ihe BEST (Bombay 
EleitrK .Supply end Traiispott I under¬ 
taking whu'li ha\ us offices on this 
road. As city father Boman Bahrain 
said. “This was unneces'^ary because 
Ormisiun wj> a man who corKcived 
and buiU the Bombay ducks," Lavt 
vear there was trouble when the city 
laibers renamed a small road called 
Perry Cross Road 

Master Vmayak Cross Road after the 
famous Manthi stage actor who protv 
ably bved in the area. The renaming 
generated anger and people still in* 
sist on calling it by its original name, 
it is still listed with jrs old name m rhe 
new telephone directory. 

Now the citizens are OTViou^ly gvi- 
ting more aggressive, Sooeiime ago. 
the residents of Kocachiwadi in Gir- 

f .auffl liierally stopped a renaming 
unction as the lane which is an cntC)' 
to Koiachiwadi was to be renamed 
Pairakar Appa Pendse Path after a 
noted htararhi journalist, Appa Pend* 
se. Pendsa was elect^ to the coroore* 
tion, where he was a councillor for IS 
yaarK Iron a nearby area. The sugges* 
lion far changing the name of 


Kill ac h I wad i ca niv f r<un t he 1 1 »u nc il lur | 

uf ihv aiva Mr*^ A^firi Vulk.ii. Thr ' 
IkoI cc<<idrnrs rcwriii>d ihiv and as ' 
Ihc fu*iv vdiiMi Madh.iv Cadkati ni 
said, ‘'PolUKs rnli;n*J iiKo ihv 
whole ccrcmyiiy. The rvsidvnis, pari:* 
cularly the women .md iht viiurK said 
lhai Mrs Velknr never showinl her 
face in Ihe u->idi ms aftei <he 
rc't'lL’Cfc’d riiov I'uniplained ibat she 
had iierc'i uve/i uJd I hem eboiil the 
renaming uf ihe road and thvv toirnJ 
one fine* day that invu.uions were* 
issued and pruparafrims wen* made I 

fur the renamrng ctremonv by ihe 1 

municipal ccunmisMurier " - 

When il eas found that ibe rest* 
denis wuuid disrupt the leiiaming 
ceremmiy, ihe daughters of the lute 
Mr Pendse rang up Shiv Sena chief. 

Mr 8dl Thackeray, in Pune and tuld 
him fhai the rcsident> were irying lo 

f reveni the reoaming of the road Mr | 
has'kerav declared. "The renaming [ 

wUI go on.~ This liked the re5idi-ni5 
who was Thackeray to sav chai ihc* 

«hnw WM\»ld go on, they asked. The 
residents did not let anvunv speak ai 
rhe function They pulled du'^vn the 
buard with the madS new name aiul 
jeered ai Mrs Velkar, For luvctal 
days after that, pilice were posted in 
(he area Nu one hos dared to put up a 
board wiih the new name vet. 

Olga Tellis 






*\Ne win rule for five years' 


Trivandrum: The United DemiKratic 
Front led hy the CuoKresstl) farmed a 
inmistry in Kerala. AKhnk Kainath 
met CM Karunakaran recently. Ex¬ 
cerpts from the canveisaiion: 

Q To whm fMton would you 
HSK'nt>o the sucivsK n( rhe I'liited 
DtmiKratic Front i UDFt tn the recent 
poils? 

A The poll re^ult't were clearly a 
verdici against Marxisi misrule in the 
Male. The present UDf marked the 
coming together uf all demorratK 
l>ar(ies m i ho stale against ihe Marx 
ISIS line of I ho major issues we raised 
was (he law and order siiuarien which 
ImsI deicrinrjied during ihv Marxist 
rule The defeat of certain CITU lead* 
ers and ihe loss suffered hy the man 
chiefly respoiisihlv for the deieriorai' 
mg law :ind nrilei -^ihe Marmsi hnme 
ininrsiei T.K Kamakrishnan-^will 
hear me out nn this poini, The UOF 
has promised peai.e to the people 
Keiala and we will live up to that 
priiRiise 

U- 6ui arcyoo not *Ust ouotinft the 
full iliAt one of the reou>n* for vour 
Auccesv wav ihit four of the mejor 
^ominunitiu> bed lined up on the t 'i>F 
side of the fence* Vou hud the tndien 
Union Afi'sf/m teague (SVML), the 
two KemU Congresses representing 
Oirisrian rnrcrests', the Varionai 
Prmoirjtu Feriy tSOP) end the 
Suciolist Hcpublieen Purty (SRF) 
which ere sind to Kommiiid quite a 
sudbJe number of Nuir and f/have 
vorc5 respei’tivcly 

A Ours was ihc coming together of 
democralk parties. Of course, you 
may identify certain CAmmunnies 
they are said to represent But if all 
the communities come together, how 
can you sail such a combination com¬ 
munal? ff we represented one particu¬ 
lar community's interests mavoe then 
we could have been called a commun* 
al force but ours u a truly democratic 
and non-communal from We repre¬ 
sent the interests of the people of the 
Male as j whole. 

0 The question that has elreudy 
begun cropping up is how long wtlS 
yout mmrvtry fa.M . 

A: 1 can tell you that wiihmii a 
shadow nf doubt. We wdl rule for our 
full term 

Q. fs there dny parttiuier reason for 
you l>eing so confident? 

A We are confident for the simple 
reason that our front is one of like- 
minded political parties All uf us 
share the basic faiih in democracy 
and the rule of law' Another reason I 
can give you is that some of our 
coalition partners like the Antony 
group and Mam's Kcrulu Congress 
were wuh the Marxists in ihe Left* 
Democratic Front iLDF) and had a 
very bitter evpenence Yet another is 
that whenever the Congress partv was 
in power or associated with ecualition 

E uvemoient, the governments have 
een mure stable. For example, ft. 
Sankaras ministry and C Achutha 
Menop't ministry. Our party often 
acts a cemenitni force in coalitions. 
Q: Why did r9u cwitdet from two 


consotueocies? Weren't you confi¬ 
dent of winning from your old conaix* 
(vency. Male? 

A; (Smiting bnodlyl Now I can tell 
you the exact reasori for my decision 
to contest two seats It was not that I 
was unsure of the people of Mala 
continuing to support toe. The real 
reason was that u I contested only 
from Mala, all the forces against us 
would have ganged up and concen¬ 
trated there and 1 would nor have had 
the time tu campaign in other consti¬ 
tuencies It was a poliikal strategy to 
contest from two constituencies Be¬ 
cause of this, the impression gamed 
ground ihai somehow Karunakaran 
would come back. They tried their 
best to defeat me in both Mala and 
Nemom but I felt that their efforts 
would have paid off if they could 
spend their energies «»fi one consti¬ 
tuency alone Like I said, my decision 
was a purely political one 
Q. Bui even if your opponents con- 
eentretedall their efforts tn Afa/a. you 
should normelty have been confident 
of winning, isn't it^ 

A. I was always confidimi of win¬ 
ning from Mala and the result has 
proved that ray confidence in the 
people of Mela was not unjustified- 
But you see. after all we art all human 
beings Sometmes certain forces 
might mislead us. I had to prevent 
that from happening. 

C Whar eeact/y do you meen by. 
''C.'eriaxn forces mighr mislead us"* 
A 1*11 explain. Even though the BJP 
had declared that tt was against both 
Ihe CongreasfO and the leftists, sup 
pose they got together in Mala with 
(he sole intention of defeating me 
they could have been successful. Both 
(parties) are violence-prone and 
together (hey could have created an 
explosive situaiinn. During elections^ 
II would have been difficult lo contain 
the violent forces. That is why J had to 
take the focus off Mala and contest 
from another constituency also. 

Q: Are you happy with the l/DF 
winning 77 sgats? Or, did you enpeci 
to win more? 

A. 1 must admit that we expected a 
ilightly belter perforsance We 
thought we would win around B2 (o BS 
seats. We would have fared, even 
belter if we had more time to organise 
ourselves. The DDF was form^ late 
and seat allotment was also delayed. 
And, id certain constituencies tMre 
were a few discontented individuals 
who had to be pacified and differ¬ 
ences of opinion had to be patched up. 

pThe Congress(l) will ai- 
: ways worn towards the 
unification of Conaress* 
men in the state. Tthink 
we will strive to bring into 
our fold not only Antony 
but also the two Kerala 
Congresses'* 


We succeeded in this in must places 
but we could have done a little better. 
Still. I cannot say we were dis¬ 
appointed We fell short of our cal¬ 
culations marginally. 

Q: What difference do you see in 
the coalition you currently heed and 
some of the earlier ones the Congress 
was a pan of? * 

A: Actually. (h« difference is very 
little- The coalition under Mr Achutha 
-Menon which lasted the longest in 
Kerala's history i« not vep^ different 
from the UDP lodxy. On that occa- 
siuA. except the Kerala Congress, all 
the present members were there. The 
CVI and the R8? were also there. 
Today, this UDF has the Kerala Con- 

E ress on its side, minus the. CPI and 
SP. and I small ptirtion of the. Mus¬ 
lim League. So. there ix noi much 
difference betweco the successful 
democratic front of 1970 and ours 
today. In fact, we are beiier off now. 
In 1970. we had a strength of 69 to the 
opposition's 67. Today, wv have 77 to 
their 63, 1 have no reaMin tp b« 
disappointed with the poll results. 

Q: But It cannot be dented that 
there was a lot of heartburn among 
the VDF conitttuents at the time of 
seat alloc at ion Is that right ^ 

A. As one who negotiate and play¬ 
ed an active part in the allotation of 
seats among the constituents of ihc 
UDF, I can tell you that we Riana|ed. 
It well and without much trouble. The 
main aim of my party was to see that 
the UDF succeeded. Naturally I tried 
to think in terms of tbe general good 
of the UDF and not to exploit the 
situation to benefit my parly. To 
further strengthen my araumeni. let 
me remind you that the Convesa(I), 
despite Its strength, contested only 35 
seats and that included a dnten seats 
we had IiitJe hopes of winning. 

Q: There has been some talk about 
A X. Antony's group merging with 
the Congressfl). What do you have to 
sgv? 

A: The Congresstll will always work 
towards the unification of Con|pesB- 
reen in tbe state. I think we vnll. as 
always, strive to bring into our fold 
not only Congressmen like Antony 
and his colleagues but also (he two 
Kerala Congresses, the Gopalan 
^oup of tbe Janata and all like- 
minded people- We have to streng¬ 
then our hands to fight the Marxists. 

Q: The SRP and the NDP in your 
government are sharply divided on 
the quertion of reservation... 

A; I have made it .very clear to the 
NDP that parry believes that as 
Jong as social backwardtwss existSi 
(her* will have to be reaetwalion 
based on conunusal critena. In princi¬ 
ple. (he NDP agrees. What tbe NDP Is 
against is (he economically forward 
people exploiting the caste label to 
get benefits. Their point is: along with 
rescrvatioru provision must be mede 
to help uplift the economically beck- 
ward people of the forward communi¬ 
ties. That ia wbat we too are aoiviag 
to achieve- 1 do not let cop eentndkr 
tiea tg ikdg. 


V 



fiag dtmonitrators.protcumg agatnst Mrs Maneka Gandhi's vtsir/berrii? 
pushed back by rh<> /'uo;vfi po/ice 


Amritsar: The third stage of ‘'Opera* 
(ion Maneka Candhi" went into nfect 
in Amritsar and Jullundur on 29 May 
when Mrs Maneka Gandhi, speaking in 
chaste Punjabi launched a scathing 
attack against the ruling govemisent 
led by her mother in-law, Mrs Gandhi. 
At a well attended meeting. Mn Man* 
eka Gandhi warned the people of 
Punjab to remain vigilant **againsi the 
plots of the government.** 

There was a marked difference be 
tween the Maneka who spoke at Luck* 
now and Nagpur and the Maneka who 
addressed tne Jullundur rellv. In 
Lucknow and Nagpur, she dio not 
attack Mrs Indira Candhi or her gov* 
eminent directly. But in Punjab she 
was openly critical of the rulini party. 
At Anrttsar, earlier in the «y, she 
was given a big. welcome. Peopfe had 
niraed out la large numbers perhaps 
btcauae the SMlay Viehar Manch, Mrs 
GanwH form bad mm 

MMetfV rnhtmmA •• * 


a large crowd at JallianwaU Bagh 
wailing to receive her when she drove 
(here strai^t from Amnisar airport, 
^e visited the historie monument tu 
lay a wreath at the Shahid Smarak. 
But the scene at the Golden Temple 
where a large crowd had gathered was 
unusual: Maneka Gandhi was received 
by (he general secretary of the Shri* 

S urdwara Prabandhak Committee. Mr 
nkaryingh Matienangal, Mawr Singh 
MLA, the secretary of the AKati Dal. 
Mr Gurcharan Singh, among others. 
She was also presented a model of the 
Golden Temple by Mr Mattenangal. At 
the Darbar Saheb, Mrs Maneka Can* 
dhi was offered two saropes. During 
her whirlwind tour of Punjab, the 
younger Mrs Gandhi visited the 
ancient Durglana temple and per¬ 
formed a puja. There too, she was 
pcesenitd iriih a yellow sarope. She 
also visited gurdwares at Tam Tam 
and Coindwal Sahab and received 


Maneka Uandht mrfi Akali leaders at 
!be Go/den Temple office 


Punjab chief minister Sardar Darbara 
Singh and union home minister Giant 
ZaiF Singh were not far behind Mrs 
Gandhi^s daughter-in-law. Buth 
strangely have been trying to please 
Mrs Indira Gandhi ana Mrs Maneka 
Gandhi in their own ways: while they 
express full faith m the leadership of 
the PM they keep on assuring Mrs 
Maneka Gandhi of their high regard 
fur her. Political circles claim thar (he 
new Punjab Governor. Dr M. Channa 
Reddy, is also very dose to Mancku 
Gandni. In fact, he was quite active in 
organising a conference of Sunjay 
Gandhi supporters in Hyderabad 
sometime back. 

But at presenti Mrs Maneka Gandhi 
is only interested in the Punjab CM's 
tacit support. This was evident when 
she criticised the central home minis* 
ter Giani 2j»il Singh in her speech in 
Jullundur even though she did not 
mention him by name. Two important 

^ aa #%# I n * : 



Sanjay Congress m Punjab and the 
ceneral secretai? of (he Sanjay Vichar 
Manch. Mr Jacinder Singh Dhillon— 
were once upon a rime very close to Mr 
Darbara Singh. Now the (wo Sanjay 
activists are the mainstay of the Man* 
eka faction of the Congress in Punjab. 
A number of Mr Darbara Singh’s sup* 

C arters in Amritsar and Juliundur are 
elping Mrs Maneka Gandhi 
Maneka Gandhrs speech was an 
impassioned plea to the people nf 
JuHundur "as a daughter o> Punjab.*' 
Said she: *'T do not know what my fault 
i.s that I have been turned out of the 
house My Hon s and my source uf 
income is being sropped. False cas^ 
have been framed against me and 
efforts were made to ^e (hat I do not 
reach here (JuHundur). The men uf the 
intelligence department shadow me 
and my telephone is lapped ^ Mrs 
Maneka Ganahi also warned the gov* 
ermcnr that ‘^instead of causing un* 
neces*>ary haravsment to a widow, the 
government should devote ns atten* 
lion towards (he welfare of the poor." 
She lashed out at the ruling party 
when she Mid that the peuplt should 
know who was behind (he communal 
truublvs in the state: *'The communal 
trouble is being incited because the 
government is afraid of the wrath and 
might of the people of Punjab. There 
fore they are following the policy of 
divide and rule. I appeal to all of you 
to be aware of the sinister designs of 
the powerhungry people who are com* 
mUting despicable acts in temples and 
tfiurdwanis." 

Mr Akbar Ahmed, at the circuit 
house later in the evening, supported 

sino-indian' relations 


whatever Mrs Gandhi had said. To 

C ressmen ha said: "We will continue to 
old such conferences I ohee again 
repeat that (he Congressdl high com 
mand should accept it or should have 
the guts to drop Sanjay Gandhi's name 
and programmes once and for all. fur 
they have no moral or legal right to 
slop Sanjay Gandhi's followers from 
propagating Sanjay Gandhi's program* 
mes." In a point^ reference (o ihe 
politics of tne day Mr Ahmed said: 
"What K happening in Haryana is 
absolutely immoral.** 

The 2b*year'Old Maneka Gandhi has 
matured in the past few months' from 
a non entity she has emerged as a 

C olitical force. This correspondent met 
er after her meeting in JuHundur and 
a$ked her whether ^e was imitating 
her mother-in-law by visiting the Dar- 
bar Saheb and tbe Durgiana temple. 
She replied coolly. "Visiting temples 
and g'urdwaras are not the preroga* 
rives of a single person, specially when 
the pervun does it for votes and not out 
of great interest or tauh. I am very 
pruud to belong to Punjab and my first 

E ublic announcement, if you remvm 
tr, was to go to Amritsar to the 
Golden Temple and to the Durgiana 
Mandir fur blessings for my son end to 
pray for courage to see me through 
this difficult jperiod." 

Old she believe in tanrra. I asked. 
She replied; "I am deeply religious but 
I don't believe that reli^on should be 
used for saining powers or any desire 
by way of fentre. I have seen lot of it 
done in (he last few years and I know it 
rebounds on (he person who does it.** 
(Jdnyan Sharma 


A maze or a mirage? 



Cfitnest and Indian deiege/er et toe OeUit mMing. eftas/ng a aiirtge 

New Delhi: After a gap of (wo decades, sides have served anv purpose at all. 
China has decided to post a commer* While the critics of the foreign office 
cial counsellor in its Embassy in New would like to describe tbe search for a 
Delhi. This was perhaps the only sign!* solution (o the border question as a 
ficant outcome of the recent visit to mirage, official ipokasnefl of (be 
the capital by a high-powered Chinese South Block prefer to describe the 
deiegttion, fed by Mr Fu Hao. After present phase ol Sino'lndlao relations 
the second round of talks between Mr as a masc with a centre. Both (he 
Knc Gonulves, secre(ary (EasO in tbe countries are attempting to reach the 
Indian foreign office and (he Chinese centre of the mate bv holding the 
(the first round wos held in Beijing in series of talks, the foreign office 
jAnuary) observers are left wondering asserts. 

whether (he talks between the two The fact that the border quesdoa 


remained as open after the talks on 
17*18 May as they were before is 
evident from the fact that while it was 
said that the talks did not end in a 
failure, the foreign office spokesmen 
emphasised that both sides are 
attempting to reach the centre ot the 
mare. What neither know is how exact¬ 
ly "both can reach the centre.** With 
the Chinese claiming 23.000 sq miles 
of Indian lerriiury in the east (in 
Arunachal Pradesh) and occupying 
14,S00 sq miles of our territory in 
Ladakh, an easy solution to the Sino* 
Indian problems cannot Ife envisaged. 

The Chinese have been suggesting 
for the past few years a “package 
deal.'* by which India should give up 
Its claim*to (he Chinese occupied tern* 
tory in Ladakh. In return, the Chinese 
are prepared to relent their stand on 
Sikldmithe Chinese are opposed to the 
integration of Sikkim with the Indian 
union! and also give India some 
Chinese territory adjacent to Sikkim 
so that (he narrow corridor known as 
the "Chicken’s Neck'* which connects 
India with lU norrheastern states is 
widened. But on the face of U. the 
Chinese are offering India chicken 
feed in exchange of e large chunk of 
Indian territory. 

India seemed to have made it clear 
in the very beginning that the^ackage 
deal solution would probably not be 
acceptable to New Delhi. The package 
deal, or the ‘‘comprehensive settle- 
men t," as suggested by the Chinese, 
was one of the false starts' which 
hindered the progress of the Sino* 
Indian talks. 

The SiAo*Indian border can be 
broadly divided into four sectors: the 
western (Ladakh), the central (border¬ 
ing UP), the Sikkim sector and the 
eastern sector (in Arunachal Pradesh). 
Of these, apart from the central sector, 
differences of opinion between the 
two countries exist in the rest of the 
three. The problems of the different 
sectors have different historical ori¬ 
gins. Therefore, the negotiations are 
bound to be long-winded and stre* 
nuous. 


As for (he Chinese decision to post a 
commercial counsellor in New Delhi, 
even in the days of Hindi-Chini Bhai 
Bhai before the 19S2 aggression by 
China, trade was certainly not one of 
the strongpoints of Sino-Indian rela¬ 
tions. The tradt turnover between the 
two countries even now is very poor. In 
feet, in 198041, the last year for which 
trade figures are available at present, 
India had an adverse trade Waned 
with its northern comm unUt nai^- 
bour: while lodia^ exports to Chma 
were of the tune of Rs 19 crores, the 
imports from (hat country were worth 
Rs 25 crores. But as political equilib¬ 
rium is the main emphasis in the 
Sino-indian talks, even (ne polling of • 
commercial counsellor has (O be 
viewed as a significant achievement, 
Whether It is described as a raise, or 
criticised as a mirage, a road linking 
BcitiAi w^th New DAU dots oat seem 
to be in sight, 

8kuiA.br.i. :■ 



















NEWS: INTERNATIONAL 


INDO-BANGLADESH RELATIONS 

Gen. Ershad's survival kit 


Dttcca; In the last wvek df May, jt 
would have been difficult to convince 
any Banftlafleshi rhai our foreign 
mini&Ter'& heart was really set for 
making the (rip to Dacca. “Only 24 
hours in our country? Why? h Bulgaria 
that important tu India*" they had 
repeatedly a^kud. K very body knew 
that Mr P. V. Narashirea Riui wav (o 
leave shortly lor Sofia and spend three 
days m Bulgaria. That did hurt. 

Our unflappable foreign minisier 
M led hi** best to play the part of a good 
rttievi eager sincere, appreciative. 
Having made it clear .soon after land 
mg ai the Zia International airport, 
that his visit meani to achieve nothing 
rnor«* j til hit in us than creating d better 
chinare of uodei standing be'ween the 
iwn coiintnev (hat were already 
fnendlv. Mr Kao never dropped the 
tune o^ optimism All outstanding bi 
lutoi al issues, he held, would he sorted 
out in |.«acu and amicability. He never 
moniioned* Pakistan, ?>shad's some' 
whai conciliaturv utterances towards 
the KundamentaJists, the problem of 
the minurriy ci<mnjunities in Bang 
ii'Pne >»r H<ngUdeshi nationals 
.ira. Meghalaya and 
. Tiolhi's reaction rn Oac 
• «•'. the flow from Parakka 
' '.illy sropped. etc Mr Rao 
.(.* IA Oens'ral H M Krshad. 

’• ' * eT Martial l.aw Administrator 
ir^: a little over three hours’ talk 

o?, Bangladesh representarives. 

I iii'ij, ail smiles, Mr Kan left. The just 
cuiuluded India.Bangladesh top level 
talks, the Dacca daily frre/a^ wrote 
wtih absurd calm, resolved to have 
further talks mnre frequently 

II will Ih* wrung, h«rwcver. to ignore 
certain aspects of Mr Rao's trip to 
Haiiglddevh. Hi> was the first visit 
Irum atir political leader of such emi* 
iionci: since Lt lien Ershad took over. 
Through Ml Rdo the Indian govern* 
meiit got a chance to get acquainted 
with rhe new regime in Dacca. 
Krshad's Bangladesh is not what it was 
under Abdus Sattar. Over the years, 
Mr Muchkund Dube, Indian Ki^ Com 
mUsmer tn Dacca, has made efforts to 
bring the two countries closer—by no 
mean«, an easy task. During General 
Zia’s rule, despite dtlfemce of opinion 
in v,«rums fields, meaningful rela¬ 
tionship had been possible. Thete is no 
reason why scmtlar currents cannot 
now flow from both sides. Mr Gt i a r, as 
President, was certainly not averse to 
(he idea. Now, with 'he reeraergence 
oi :h« martial Uw the scenario will not 
M\tii feut. One has to take stock of the 
Miuatmn and act accordingly. 

Kven a casual visitor tn Dacca today 
will note a marked change from the 
past. Anti'lndia posters are off city 
walls No hostile slogans rent the air 


CriiKisms levelled against Indian 
stand on numerous i&sues~ihe sharing 
of (langa water for instance^sound 
leginmate from the Bangladesh angle. 
A close source suggested that once the 
army bosses found iheir feet, this 
mood would substantially change The 
anti India stance wa^ still (here, if only 
concealed New Delhi, nevertheless. 
Stands to lose nothing from better 
relations with Dacca, 

Krshad is nobody's fool. He is aware 
of the enormous task facing him. the 
pin able economic strength of his coun¬ 
try pitted against the spiralling 
pupulation growth and dwindling 
ONP. He knows the big-neighbours 
syndrome that agitates so many minds 
around him, ihat a friendly approach 
towards India may nM go well with his 
people Yet. Bangladesh cannot afford 
to iW an enemy of India. 

The recent Dacca talks took up foiu 
outstanding u^iies ihai have defii*d 
solution thus far and provided irri 
tints in the relations between (he two 
countries Ganga waters, the Purbasha 
(New Moore in old maps, or South 
Talpatty as Dacca prefers to call) is- 
i.mds, implemeniarion of the 1S74 
land boundary agreement and de 
limitatum of the maritime boundary 
No tangible solution has been found, 
nur IS it expected in the near future. 

The 1977 Indo.Bangladesh pact that 
covers the charing of Canga waters is 
tr> lapse on S November this year. As it 
1^. Bangladesh complains that it ts not 
getting its due share, its nvers are 
going dry turning the iMsin area into a 
vast wasteland. Further. Dacca fears 
that New Delhi will quietly let (he pact 
lapse. This has come about because ol 
a aratement made by India's imuHon 
minister, Mr Kedar Pande in Calcutta 
suggesting the removal of the clause in 
any future agreement that "in any 
event Banglao^h will gel 80 percent" 
of whai It was to get under the 1977 
dgreemeni. Altough political obser* 
vers feel that Mr Pande had spoken on 
elect ion-eve with the West Bengal 
electorate in view the suggestion it¬ 
self disturbed official circles in Dacca 
Both Bangladesh and India cUin at 
least 40.000 cusecs of water during the 
lean months which Farakka is "un¬ 
able" to supply. 

The West ^ngal govemment holds 
that without that much water the 
Hooghly and the port of Cakutia will 
simply die. This summer, the total flow 
from rarakka has been SS.OOO cuaecs. 
Should we be satisfied then wKh only 
tS.OOO cusecs. the Dacca papers adt. 

One does not,know if west Bengal 
CM. Jyoti Basu' will agree to obbge 
Bangladesh. 

Frankly, the fate of Purbasha is¬ 
lands one way or the other ouy not 


rouse feelings anywhere unless moti¬ 
vated efforts are made. But the queS' 
lion of delimiting the maritime bound¬ 
ary assumes significance in the con¬ 
text of off-shore oil exploration possi¬ 
bilities A solution may not be easily 
worked out. 

In Ershad's Bangladesh today, an 
order is slowly emerging. The Chief 
Martial Law Administrator decided to 
meet Indian journalists recentiv in 
Datta at a ^hor( notice and talked 
candidly “We must set our house in 
ordt-r Thai is the first task," he stated. 
He quite cunsvMiusly refrained from 
speaking in first person singular and 
siuik to the plural "we" right through. 
This was no deliberate civil gesture: 
Bangladesh is now being run by a 
gruup of generals, headed bv H M, 
p.rshad himself. They cake joint deci 
sions (he administration implements 
them There is nu doubt ihat Krshad is 
ihi* mastermind. But he probably also 
seeks saferv in numbers. 

Of late, Krshad had been calking of 
t*nr Our aging indigenous industries, 
which means (Upping imports He 
wants lo minimise the middle class 
habit of using imported toreign 
gtHid s- • I rum mot or cars and m (i pe ds to 
Kmilibruchtfs. The adminisrraiKm has 
not banned the sale of items already in 
ihe market, but once import qermtts 
expire they are not renewM. The 
whole manoeuvre, however, is gra 
dua; the aim is nut to ruffle senii 
menu unnvces.'^arilv 

Bangladesh has long been an inter¬ 
nal mnal breadbasket. The prolonged 
evunumic crisis was further height- 
enefi in mid 1981 by a decision of the 
Inierniiiinnal Monetary Fund to sus¬ 
pend nearly one billion dollars in 
creo.u on grounds that ihe heavy 
losses by (hi* Bangladesh public sector 
corp<uMiions ware because of groas 
misaiaiiagemenr. Suspension of the 
IMF ifedii reduced Bangladeshfore- 
ign exchange reserves to an all-time 
low and forced the government io halt 
the import of all but most easeniiai 
itvm.s So, what Lt. General Ershad 
pi'eaches is not mere idealism or 
nationalism, but strong common sense. 

The shameless, limitless corruption 
of politicians, chiefly amoi^ those 
sharing power, made General Zia a sad 
man in hiik last days. The shaip legal 
mind of Abdua Sattar could not cope 
with the dunupulaton around him. 
But when he was elected President cm 
November 1981 by a h^e mandate 
from the people, his main worry was 
an impending mass movement by the 
opposition parties, mainly the Awami 
League. Rumours in Dacca mentioned 
that orobably the Army would inter¬ 
vene then. ^0 such mass movement 
materiahsed. But the colossal corrup¬ 
tion. open and mtheless. triggered the 
gener^into action. The people on rhe 
street simply watched: indifferent and 
alienated 

Ershad wants to reduce this dis¬ 
tance Ershed desires quick consollda* 
tioa. Will.he be allowed to succeed? 
Or, survive? 

Arun ■WfM 




AFGHANISTAN 

Geneva talks might not 
achieve anything 


N«w Delhi: **We must not only not 
expert » breakthrough at the Geneva 
talks on the Afghanistan issue, whkh 
begin from IS June 19Si. but we must 
not even expect a headway." Thn 
candid comment nails the exigencies 
of the very first attempt at neiotiaiing 
a political solution on Af^anistan 
which Mr Diego Cordovei, special rep- 
seseniative of the Secretary 
General, will conduct between Afgha* 
nistaA. Pakistan and Iran this June. 
While the Afghan and Pakistan fore< 
ign ministers wiU be at Geneva. Iran 
will be represented by its Anbassador 
to the UN headouarters m Europe, at 
Geneva. Nor will Iran be participating 
in the talks on the same level as 
Affhanisun and Pakistan. 

Mr Cordovet will play the intermcdi' 
ary's rule, since Mr Shah Mohammed 
Dost, the Afghanistan foreign minister 
and Mr ^hibtada Yakub Khan, the 
Pakistan minister, will ^t be sitting 
acrow the table at Geneva. Observers 
■t Delhi do not rule out the possibility 
that Afghan Mujabideens may also 
land up at Geneva and insist on being 
heard by the UN's special represcnta> 
live, even if the Afghan deleution 
refuses to talk to them. If the h^jahi 
deens insist on perlicipationi it cuuld 
weJ} lead to the aissolution of the talks 
because it is unlikely that (he Afgha- 
nistan government will be willing to 
recognise their existence at any level 
in the conference rooms of Geneva. 
Indeed, if Pakistan is not able to 
persuade the Mujahideens lo stay out 
of Geneva this June. Afjghanisun will 
conclude that the rime is not wt ripe 
for a political resolution of Afghanis* 
tan's conflict of interests with 
Pakistan. 

On such fraaile grounds will the first 
round of talks on the Afghanistan 
issue begin. International observers 
however feel that Jhe talks being held 
at all is indeed a step forward because 
it marks Pakistan's realisation and 
possibly also the USA's, that a military 
solution to the Afghanistan situation 
in favour of Pakistan and the USA is 
totfiUy impractical. Ways and means 
must be found to restore politkal 
orabiliiy and an eouilibnum to Afgha* 
nistan’s relarionskip with Pakistan 
and Iran, iu inuaeoiate neighbours, 
and with the superpowers. In moving 
towards negotiation, Pakistan has 
dropped one of the conditions it had 
earUer insisted on: thet [ran be in* 
voived on an etiual level in the talks. 
There may be g similar change in the 
US eppreeeh In teckling the shift in 
the suMrpower beience in So^rb Ase. 
•ficr \he Rnaalaoe eptered Afgha* 
nUian. 

Hw us Ambamador to Pakktao, Mr 
SpMr whUe apaakini at the Karachi 


Institute of Foreign Relations on 20 
April, said that the common US and 
Pakistani objective is a poliiical solu* 
tion in resisting the consolidation of 
power by the Soviet Union in Af^a* 
nistan. Ambasudor Spear's speecn is 
generally accepted es a significant 

E iinter to certain developments m US 
reign policy It signals a slight devia* 
tion from the Pukiyama Report from 
the Rank Corporation think tank 
which said that Pakistan would be the 
arrowhead and the instrument for 
achieving America a interests in the 
region 

The new aspects of Pakistan and US 
policy m the Afghanistan context 
would suggesi an accepiance of the 
continued presence of ine Soviet Un¬ 
ion at Kabul, without quite withdraw¬ 
ing support to the Mui^ideens. in 
order to pressurise the Soviets to 
agree to e more open oolitical situa¬ 
tion in Afghanisian. PaxiMan has also 
been untw considerable pressure to 
re think about its hawkish attitude to 
the Rebrak Raimel regime in Afgha 
nistan. The influx of refugees from 
Afghanistan has begun to strain Paki< 
tan’a economic resources. On ihv poll- 
ttcal level too. Gen Zia-ui Haq has not 
been able to rally maienal support 
eircept from the USA. China is giving 
it little more than verbal support. 
Ayatollah Khomeini did »oi meet r«cn 
Zia on two occasions whan the Pakis¬ 
tan President wished to meet him 
Within Pakistan, political forces have 
begun operating asking for settle- 
mems with Af^anisian, the Soviei 
Union and India. 

One school of thought in India also 
rojects the view that it is not in Gen 
it's interest to persuade the Soviets 
out of Afghanistan in a hurry. This 
school argues that were it not for the 
Soviet entry into Afghanistan, Gen 
Zia might not have b^n able to con¬ 
tain domestic oppositwn generated by 
the hanging ot Zul/joar All Bhutto. 
Once Soviet troops lanoed in AfgiM nis¬ 
tan, Gen Zia was able to consolidate 
his poUtKaJ poaition and obtain US 
support for bis government. Despite 
Algnan*Pak tension, Gen Zia also kept 
bis door open a little. While Ambassa¬ 
dors were withdrawn from Islamabad 
•nd Kabul, the (wo embassies were not 
closed down by Pakistan and Af^anis 
tan. Before the last Afghan coup, 
which brought * Babrak Karmal to 
power, Pakistan had also nainiained a 
channel of conununkation with the 

E revioui cooununist heads of state ai 
abul, Mr Tarakki and Hafitullah 
Amin. In fact the former Pak foreign 
minister. Mr A^lu ShabMiwas be^ 
scheduled to visit Kabul when the 
JCarmal-led coup took place oo 29 
Dccenber 1979. 


It is typical of Pakistan's inconsis¬ 
tent foreign policy that while Gen Zia 
has taken a positive step towards talks 
on Afghanistan, he should have ere* 
ated problems m the Indian context by 
a spate of statements on the Kashmir 
dispute. Some New Delhi observers 
say this consistenev is because con¬ 
trary political forces are operating 
within Pakistan Moreover, the Pakis* 
tani military forces have never en* 
vinced a genuine interest in Indn-Pak 
friendship The military has huen tuo 
long in control and wielded even grea¬ 
ter influence on life in Pakistan nince 
1971. the Pakistan army has doubled 
iu strength. Pakistan militarisatinn is 
justified to the Pakistani people by the 
argument that India is not interested 
in friendship with its Western neigh¬ 
bour. 

If the June talks do not end in a 
stalemate and pave the way for further 
negotiations, one crucial elemeni 
would be the settlement of the rela* 
iionship between Pakistan and USA. 
This would see the end of US interven 
tion through Pakistan in Afghan 
affairs. It would also persuade the 
Sovieis to back down from their pra- 
aani uncompromising position which 
demands that there should be a con 
duit through Pakistan for arms to the 
Mujahideen, there should be no in* 
itrference fromPakistaniand stability 
in Iran and guarantees regarding the 
Indian Ocean and the Gulf. As uf now, 
Pakistan is not very convincing, parti* 
cularly to the Soviets, that they are nut 
instruments in the destabihsationof 
the present Afghan government. 
Charges have been made that there 
are 90 to 82 Muiahidaen training cen¬ 
tres inside Pakistan. Gen Zix has 
made contrary statements in the re¬ 
cent paM about U.K move< to have 
bases in Pakistan once again. Gen Zia 
wax first reported to have said that the 
USA had asked fur bases. When this 
statement brought protests and cre¬ 
ated a diplomatic flutter, (ren Zia 
said, in clarification, that some Amir 
leans had only made such a suggestion 
to him 

It is because of the US Pakistan 
involvement that the Soviet Union has 
always been more agitated about the 
possible Pakistani role in Afghan 
affairs than the Russians have h*<en 
about Iran's stand on (he Bahrak gov¬ 
ernment Even though Iran denounces 
the Soviet presence in Islamic Afgha¬ 
nistan more virulently than Pakistan, 
there has been no tension on the 
Afghan-Iranian border. The Soviet 
view is that Iran expresses Iranian 
views and not somebody else's and 
that Iran is not against the Soviet 
Union's interests but only againsr (he 
presence of Soviets in Afghanisian. 

The Geneva Talks mark a procodu* 
ml Step taken towards a political solii* 
tion to the Afghanistan issue but there 
is nothing to indicate that the govern- 
nents involved will move forward 
from the procedural stage to a substan¬ 
tive agreement. Only the calks can 
give an indication whether an agree* 
meat will be in sight 
Seari 
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(ejj'CMif dll Jill i'l j tiw\$‘ 

Noi only ecunomk crisis 
hiH growLM populnriry of In* 
dian psAudo gods » rocking 
Piesjoeni NicoUa Cesutes* 
CM'i ‘fomily-itylA* regime in 


UdVtiii .nrjikill i?i /jj' wii 

Khud l>j,vim. middle child 
of I he former Ivae1» defeme 
cninii>(er Mushe Davjn. has 
launched a viruperaiive 
aiiack on his father m a forth* 
commg book, excerpts from 
which are being published in 
the Israeli newspaper 
Ma‘(inv. The book is called 


Trial of Turkish 
intellectuals 


Turkey's ruling military 
juma hds demanded a sent* 
ence of upto JO years for 44 
inieilvciuak of the Turkish 
Peace Association who were 
detained last February. The 
ilefeiidontv include Mr Orhan 
Apaydin. president of the 
iMiuihot fiflr A<vonaiinn, 
loedins joitrnnhiis .md liter* 
arv figure'. According lu the 
proiivcotion, the Fence Asio* 
nation npereied "parallel" to 
ihi’ Tiiikish fVimmuiM'>i Party 
Hiid rngnged in unn'l urki'h 


prupoganda. The detentions 
nad caused widespread pro* 
lests aJJ over EuroM end the 
Presidertt of the EEC council 
of ministers, Mr Leo TiAde* 
mans had taken up the issue 
with General Kenen Evren, 
turkey's heed of state. 

Pvreri hud di^^nci* 
sted himM;U from the arrests. 
The present demend for 
heevy puniihmeni is seen es 
an effort by righiwmgers to 
show that they are in the 
ascendant. 


Money thicker 
than blood 


Lj/« as e sidtshow end the 
newspaper had already dia* 
socjateo itself from the con* 
troversiaJ contents What has 
saddened Fhud the ntost is 
I he fact that his father left his 
fortune to hi% second wife 
Rachel, and not to his three 
children. Ehud recounts the 
day when the mil wis read 
and "we left the room three 
scolded and shamed remnants 
and one ntilliunaircsv" The 
son accuses his father of re* 
ducine the wars of Israel into 
pounds and pence i iaJe on 
hi» books," and "aTjnee 
which made hem lose his 
sense " Members of ihc Day¬ 
an family said ihey Kvri* very 
upset and added that Khud 
had not meerioned that hiv 
lute father gave him the fanti* 
(y farm. Dayan's eldest daugh¬ 
ter Yael feels that Ehud had 
wronud himself more than 
their father whose* standing in 
Israeli history would nut be 
affected by (he at lack. 


Arab front pledges 
support to Iran 


A recent ministerial meet¬ 
ing of the Arab Steadfastness 
Fron(-*'madc up of the PLO, 
Algeria, South Yemen and 
Li^a—pledged its support to 
Iren in Its war against Iraa. 
According to a spokesman, all 
members of the front agreed 
to sirengiheo iheir relations 
with Iran and proposed that 
the Arab world sMuld oot 
ad^t a hostile attnude to* 


wards the Iranian revolution. 
Meanwhile, Iraq, struggling 
to hold back (he Irenieri 
offensive has called on (he 
Arabs to commit their troops 
against Iran. Prejideni Sad- 
dw Hussein of Iraq has said 
iA interview with the Kuwaiti 
daily A/-5fyassr "If the Egyp* 
rian army comes to Baghoad. 
we shall say *walcocRe‘ aod 
open ail doors." 


Ceausescu fears 
Indian guru 


Romanis. Recently the minis* 
ler of education, Mrs Aneia 
Spornic, was sacked after the 
mimsiry of the interior ac* 
cused her of failing to resist a 
"transcendental sect" in 
Bucharest which worshipped 
an Indian guru. The vice pres* 
idem of the Rnmanian 
Academy of Sciences, Mr Ste* 
fan Milcu, also lost hii post in 
connection with the same sect 
which wa< apparently re* 
garded By Mr Ceauseacu as a 
**emi*rehgiuub challenge to 
his aiiihnriiy The Imiiiute of 
Fshychnlogy at Bucharest imi* 
versity was cloiicd because 

E itomineni academics were 
ound to have met In private 
houses where the guru's 
photograph hung instead of 
Mr Ceausescu's 


Briefly 


^Agreed to disagree* 


The Italian and French 
communist leaders. Met^rs 
Berlinguer and Morchais, in a 
joinr communique i^sued uf* 
icr lalks in Farix recently, 
pledged to wurk together but 
also agreed to disagree main* 

Pope to 
visit Libya 

Libyan Uupury leader. Ma¬ 
jor Jaltuud Ideally told a 
press conference that the 
Pope had expressed a desire 
to visit Libya. "The Pope ex¬ 
pressed praise for Colonel 
Qadhafi and made known his 
desire lo come to Libya. I 
answered that Libya would 
welcome him," the major 
said- 

Leftist 
paper seized 

Wesi tiemieny recently re¬ 
moved thousands of copies of 
a left wing newspaper Bfarr 
from the news stands in 
Munich because an article in 
it deKnbed Preudent Car- 
lens as a fascist. The paper 
urged readers ro block motor* 
ways during the visit of Prasi 
deni Reagat* >h June. 


Jy on issues relating to the 
^viet Union. The leaders of 
West Europe's ivro biggest 
comm uni't parlies said they 
would continue to cooperate 
"without masking differences 
of Opinion!' 

Sperm bank 
gets going 

Officials of the cunirover* 
»ia] sperm bank set up exclu* 
sively for Nobel pnre winners 
have revealed that a woman 
inseniinaied with the sperm 
of "an eminent mathemaii* 
Clan." had given birth to ''a 
healthy nine Ih daughter in 
April." Thr aim of this repoti- 
lory for germinal choice, 
established amidst public out* 
cry. IS to produce a generation 
of children with high IQs. 

Chinese 

*Naxalites* 

Two leftwingers have been 
convicted of conspiring to 
overthrow the Chinese gov* 
ernment during the period of 
the Cultural Revolution. The 
two have been given jail sent* 
ences of 17 end 20 years, 
respectively. 
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pace with u 


Check the following symptoms 

• Do you gel i|>e<i eosily? 

• Dow inaigastion couse you sleepless nights? 

• Do you notice u loss 0 / oppetite? 

• Do you fall ill often? 

The liver stores sugar nnd nutrients. II controls 
digestion. It broiiks down fet. Il can even strengthen 
your defence against illness. Therefore, if your liver 
isn't working as it should, you could get tired easily, 
suffer from flatulence ond constipation, feel full 
listless before meals or even fall ill very often. 


Live well 
with UV-UP • 

With just two tablets of 
LIV UP twice u day. 
you can get the most 
out of life!' 


liv-L 






An age-old formula with 13 powerful herbs. 

LlV'tiP has 13 lime-tested herbs such as Punarnava. 

Katuki. Chiralla. Amlo, etc. which work together to 
stimulate your livor and to restore your body's 
well-being. 10 

L!V-UP improves bile secretion ond digeslion. acts as I 1% i fl 
n laxative, improves fat digeslion, and ran even help 11 m/* B II M 
correct liver disorders duo to alcoholism. ^ 

LIV«UP is available in tablet form. LIV*UP keeps your Tooe up your liver, 
whole family feeling good, active and alive. All the lime. And you tatte up y« 


your wbele body 
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Equipment and Power generation 


The planning Commijslon in lls recent 
aimiment has fojnd th« implettenia- 
tlpn of the power pro|ecH at '(he 
weakesi elefnent of ine sixth piln" 
which might tobitandallv reouce the 
country't capacity to achieve the various 
targets of planned irxlustrlal and agn- 
cultural production. About 2 1,000 mw 
.of additional generation capacity has 
been proposed to be Imtatied during (he 
i urrer>t plan In (he first (wo years ot the 
plan (iniy 4.000 mw ha* lieen the fresh 
ailrllilrin anil at ihi* rate iKerr is little 
likt'ithood of going beyond half of thr 
drsireil level In the remaining years of 
(he plan. 

Allhough power generation hat risen 
byabout 1 0 percent In 19St *62 over the 
1 9fl{].81 level the gap between (he 
demand and supply is stili above 10.9 
p<»rteni Whilctneneedip Increasethe 
gimeroting caf>acitv is undeniable the 
resent trends of low capacity utilisation 
ave to be largely reversed if the dislor* 
lion in the power sector were to be 
c nrrected. In the case of thermal plants 
capacity utilisation has been unutisfac* 
lory and one of the reasons pointed oui 
in some quarters Is the lower yield of the 
newly installed equipment The per* 
formance of equipment supplied bv 


Bharat Heavy Eleciricais Limited to vi* 
rious power ^ants hai been widely 
discussed In this conr>ection. It Is. 
however, useful to give an objective 
look 1 1 the role of BnE L i n the energy 
Ker^e. 

Thermal eeneration has been in< 
creased by e. 271 m units In 1981 *52 
compareo to the pmvmu* Mar which 
means a (i per cent ri*e. 8HEL claims to 
have contributed to 89 per cent of (hi* 
mrrca*e. BHtL wt* hiKi Imen progres 
*ivelv *hr>wing hetirr reuilt* all nvei ih«' 
iDuntry. The pert(*niage vanattrx) m 
generation by SHE I sets and other in¬ 
cluding imported sets in Apnt 1981 to 
Eebruarv I9B2 vis-a-vis April 190Oio 
February 1981 wiM be clear frr»m the 
table below* 

It is evident that except in the caw of 
West Bengal there is a rising trend in 
generaliort with the help of BHEl 
machinery. The poor showing in West 
Bengal, accord mg to BHEi sources, is 
the result of planned shutdowns, coal 
shortages. Inferiorqualityofcoaland 
problems in boilers (non-BHEL make] 

Generally a high plant load fKtor 
reflects a utlsfKtory level of perform¬ 
ance of power geneation equipment 
together with a nigh standard of wt9- 


tion of a number of other svTtgms and 
factors. The plant load factor In the 
power sector as a whole came down 
from 56 per cent In 1976*77 to 44 per 
cent in 1979-60. In a thermal plant iht 
BHEL Mulpmcrst Is only 40 to 45 per 
cent of me total pfojKt while the ba¬ 
lance 55 to 60 p^ cent involvei ittms 
tike coal handlmg plant, ash handling 
plant, circulation water plant. Instru- 
merstation and control civil works etc. 
Sn (he maintenance nf a high level of 
nlant load far (nr depends not merely on 
' lie ei(uipmeni but large I y on the effK- 
(ive working of the syHems IncJadlng the 
Stale Electricity Boards. It is interesting 
to see how BHEL-soollad 200*210 mw 
wK have achieved the plant load factors 
in March 1982. As many ti 12 such sets 
working in Andhra Pradesh. Delhi. Gu- 
larai. Maharashtra. TimlfNidu. UP and 
Madhya Pradesh regiiterM plant load 
fac lors ranging from 52 per cent to 94 
percent BHEl sets had been modlfifd 
•m the light of experience gained during 
the initial itagt of Installation. Such 
modificahoni were the result of a lyi- 
tematic analyslilointly conducted 
BHEL. Central Electricity Authority. In* 
sirementatlon Limited. Kota and the 
State Electricitv Boards. 



* Percentage variation 


In genaratlon 




BHEL 

M(t 

Other 

eete 

1. Assam 

+ 52- 


2. Haryana 

+ 20 

+ 10 

i. Punjab 

+ It 

— 

4. Uttar Pradesh 

7 

+ 6 

.S. Gujarat 

+ 16 

-0.3 

6. Madhya Pradesh 

+ 13 

- 7 

7. Maharashtra 

+ 23 

- 2 

8. Andhra Pradesh 

+ 91 

- 8 

9. Tamil Nadu 

+ 45 

+ 10 

10. Bihar 

+ 36 

+ 9 

11. Damodar Valiev 



Corporation 

4-116 

*•31 

12 West Bengal 

18 

• 3 
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Power 
Cuts? 

So What? 



instal 

Kirloskar Electric 
AC Generator 

Readily available 
ex-stock 

Cettvenmg for the milkmi 

KA-OSKAR ELECTRIC CO. LTD 
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OsOitcCMK., 

Kraii«iNM0(a» lS/(.(UCwas. 
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Meet the electric lights 
that impose a'power cut' 

on themselves 






Over the years the lighting indushy 
has been working to develop lamps of ever 
increasing efficiency- 

Peico with their access to Philips tech* 
nology have developed a whole new ore^ of 
lamps for this pdwer>scarce v^rorid. Lamps 
andlighting systems that offer more light out- 
put per watt at minimum cost. 

tamps Mfth a built in sense of 
responsibiiity 

The new breed of hlgh-efftdency lamps 
economises on its electneity consumption 
with ou I economising on the amount of illumi- 
nation it gives. And since the lamps consume 
less energy, they are much less expensive in 
operation and more than pay for themselves 
in use. 

Emitling more light out of 
less electricity * 

For instance, the Argenta Superlux 
lamp. It directs most of the light downwards. 
Thus giving you 30% more light where you 
need it than other lamps of the same wattage. 
Or take the Philips TL series of fluorescent 
lampsfi.e. tube hgh*s designed for homes and 
offices and shops; which emit five times the 
amount of light as that of a GLS lamp of com¬ 
parable wattage and have five times the life. 

The MT 160W blended light lamp can 
replace a GLS 200W lartm flving the same 
luminous output but at 20% less electrical 
load. 

And in the case of halogen l(unps(for 
floodlighhng and area lightir^, the of the 
lamp has been increased to 20D0 burning 
hours compared to 1000 burning hours of a 
GLS lamp. Compared to a GLS lamp its effi¬ 
ciency is 18% more and its life span Is double. 
Hence, tremendous energy saving could be 
obtained bv its use 

Ano the High Pressure Sodium Vapour 
lamp (for lighting streets, outdoor areas artd 
factories) saves you 35% power over the 
High-Pr^ure Mercury Vapour lamp. 

There's a whole range of other power 
saving lamps that has been developed for 
every application: for lighting streets, 
factories, offices, shops and homes. This table 
shows how you can put the bmps to use to 
save power—effortlessly. 


Philips - the trusted Indian household name 
tor over fifty years 


IfyouwiMing 

SwHctito 

IWtr 

Mm 

CI510DW 
Inundescenl Uo) p 

Argenu Supertux tflW 
Bo^KefWrmfiOW 

-W 

GLS iso/zavaomv 

lwciT»AiiCfn> Ump 

Oxnpulut TVIOV 150W 
RcaeclorUmp 

50% 

0 

GLS now 
liKMlncent bmp 

MLt60W 

BlerKSedUmp 

20% 

M.ieow 

Slended Ump 

HPLBOW 

Mercury Vepour Ump 

42% 

ttn.aoow 

Mercury V^pwu Ump 

5ON250W 

Sodtum Vepou; Uptp 

35% 

CLSICOOW 
tnc»nde«refit Ump 

)UUf;en lOOOW Ump 

10% 


By switching over to these power sav¬ 
ing lamps a significant amount of savings can 
be achieved. Even a saving of 10% in total 
lighting if effected, wouldmeet the additional 
^uirements of domestic and industrial light¬ 
ing. Our country needs all the watts it can 
find. Let's make a beginning—in our homes. 
In offices and in industries. 

Jfyou would like lo know more about 
saving energy through planned lighting, 
write to: Peico Electronics and Electricals 
Limited, Lighting Division. Band Box Bldg., 
2nd floor, Dr. Annie Besant Road, WorJi, 
Bombay 400025. 



A watt saved 
is a watt generated 


PHILIPS 

Peico ElectroniceA Electricals Limited 
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The poor level of generation and tow 
capacity utilitabon are largely denved 
from the tack effic \tnt financ iai, 
human and machine-matenal manage* 
mem In the SCBs. The personnel policy 
and recruiiment patterns been pofiti* 
caMy inspired <n many cases and the 
trade union rivalries had crippled work 
in power plants for long periods. Most of 
(he SE6$ are mnning into losses of huge 
proportions for successive years. The 
delays in Central clearance of vital 
proposals and projects had added to the 
gloom I n the power world. 

The private sector has been pleading 
tor an entry in the power ger>era(ion area 
inabtgway. In West Bengal, hit by a 
fierce shortage of elecmcity, the per* 
fbrmance of the public sector in the 
power field has raised considerable con¬ 
troversy. Although the Calcuna Electric 
Supply Corporation has been grant^. 
rather belatedly, the permission to lo in 
for partial expansion there is scope ror 
further expansion. Kcordmg to the in¬ 
dustry circles. It has been claimedthat 
the private sector can set up power 
plants soon enough and at a low cost if 
the govern mertr creates conditions of a 
realistic debt*eouiry ratio ar>d a guaran* 
teed offtake of power. A higher margin 
of profit than the present allowable limit 
of II per cent should be permitted to 
attract private promoters to the power 
sector. 

Frequent mechnical breakdowns, 
tube leakage and other kinds of disrup¬ 



tion in gerseration combine with increas¬ 
ing proportion of transmrssion losses to 
aggravate the power costs in varying 
degrees from ^ace to place, industry, 
agric utture ar^ trade have been pul to 
excessive sjirees and strarnhy uncertain¬ 
ty inpoweravailabilily. The talk of 
oprimrsation of produc twity seems to be 
airy when one finds the main infras¬ 
tructural element, viz., electrical ener* 
gy. lembly iKking in almost every major 
area of production. 


ADVERmSMENT fEATURE 

One of the constant worries of the 
managemnts of (he power generating 
centres is the non-availability of spares 
forpowerequipmentintime. I^ogram- 
mcs have renatedty gorw haywires on 
account of tnrs persistent problem. A 
large number of the existing equipment 
installed in various power mar\ts was 
originally imported from different coun¬ 
tries 25 to 30 years ago. The h istory 
sheet of the numerous brakdowns or 
d^ecisin these old sets all these years 
will reveal that (hmn couldnot be set 
right because the type of spares in 
the required quantities were not avad- 
able from abroad. This aspect of the 
Aiiuahon should be specliically remcm- 
herc^ when the government thinks of 
large-scale import of power equipment 
in the near future. 

If is erKOuragIng to know that 6HEL 
has atready unwruken the scheme of 
setti ng up c entra I workshops for repa ir 
lobs and manufacture oi spare parts. The 
maioi manufacluringpJaiVs of B HE I 
have also earmarkeo 1 0 per cent capac* 
ity for the spares manufactures' Even for 
imported equipment, not made by BHEl 
collaborators. BHEl has underuken to 
import and supply spare parts to serve 
their customers. The organisation has 
supplied spare parts worth Rs 80 crores 
during !9d1*82 registering an »r>crease 
of abwt 23 pet cent over iKe previous 
year's Rs bS cmres. There is a program¬ 
me to augment this supply to Rs 96 
crores in 1982-83. 


The most trusted 
and wanted 

idr^rcuit 



Air cvcuk bfMkm type CN*C$ rru9t 
the required pcrfocrrma of MUn 
end Intemenonal Standards Theec 
breakers have certain special 
features. 

* reduced dimensions and 
compeer construenon. 

* hi^ nwkirtS and breaking 
capacity. 

* high rseistawe to dectro- 
dynamc forces of short circufi. 

* built-m releases snih a wide 
range of seRinp 

* wide raisge of a cceta ofii for 
signalling, inicriocks and 

autonwiic control. 

* eaey msmtenance. 

Type CN-CS. Air Crciet breakers 
(menuallv Rxed type, manually 
^awout type electiicaly operaled 
(kewout type and electncaJflx^ type) 
are aveili^ in diHsreni frame oase 
tlOOAn^. 1000 iMve. USO 
Affipi. 1^ Ampe. 2000 Am^. 3200 
Anii. end 6400 Ampe*) 


Type CN-C$ art among (he most 
tii o i j em cwoM breakg s manulacrwed 
anyuhm ei (he world. They meet 
stnngeni requiremenis of pnalectvn 
and disenirenafton n bw tcna«n 
dstnbutun network. 


*OTgy 
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agamat customers specdic 


M«rnw/u4 rvr4*d m fnJio by 

Larsen & Toubro i.imife<f 

bnder ficeice from 
ALiTHOM UNELF.C, Frence 



Authorieed StocUet: 

N. R. INDUSTRIAL 
CORPORATION 

6, Pretoria Sireei. Calcutta 700 071. 
Phone : 44 952B Telex : 021 795S NRJC IN. 

Cable: HAWAIMATTI 
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Fuel Efficient 



Our rugged reliable Rusion 
genset has a more powarfui 
assocraie We ve gone one 
step higher fo bring you Ihe 
MWM 0232 OiesflJ Gen$eis 
— upfo 265 KVA rar>ge in 
smgfe running ar>d upfo 
1140 KVA ir> parallel running 

Now lhat you can be chooey. 
specify MWM For its latest 
technology For its fuel 
economy And for its reliable 
performance year after year 
You fl find It hard to m^e 
a better choice. 

Why MWM it superior 

• Indigenously manufactured 
by fluston & Hornsby 
findia) ltd ir) technical 
collaboration with Moiorett* 
Werke Mannheim West 
Germany 


hires for 3000 hours 
operetion 

e Long term ecor>omyf It s 
definitely worth payir>g a 
little eitra minaJly lo< art 
MWM genset —as these 
miiiei cosis are recovered 
through iis superior hjel 
ecortomy and trouble free 
performance 

e Low lube oil cortsumption 

• Rugged design ensures 
24 hours contifHious 
operation and longer period 
betweert overhauls 

• Easy maintenance anywhere 
ir> India aiyd abroad with 
MIC0/60SCH futf irt>ection 
sysiem 

e Afso available with 
brushless alterrtators. 


• Setrsfied users include 
Oawn Mills. Bombay. 

Rolled Strips 6 Profiles Ltd . 
Coimbatore; and Ballarpur 
Industries Lid., Singech.etc. 

• Prompt after •salts service 
and spares supply assured 
through Greaves' network 
of 23 VarKhes all over India 


STANDARD SETS 
AVAILABLE ON EARLY 
DEUVERY 


Cooliog Syitem { KVA RATINGS | 

Radratof 

1701237 0 276 

Heat Eichenoer 

t7sl246 266 


*Wiih Sioel* tumne oi AMV 
P«i«M mtupio U40 KVA c«n S* 


• Fuel savir>gs through 
efficient fuel combustion — 
annual savings on 170 KVA 
set will be around 3B.OOO 


H GREAVES COTTON A GO UD. 

E'v*'* Onni*cn 

• 1 , Of. V e < 2 Mb iiiM/ 0 , Sonen aooosa. 

• 2ser»bo^eo«e, ceesiu«tooooi 
• 124. Jw«Mh,N«wOMy 110001. 

• 13. SMwi4uwa*«crLM«eMaooooi 


MWM-^Our commitment to faef economy 
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Generating Sets and Electricity 

Will the twain meet? 


For all IN knowft. captive fjeoeraior^ 
cannol bcM (ub&tdute w permanent 
pONvef suplHy. Yei. their entry into the 
market In a bij way shows that central 
pfenning for generation of adequate 
power has of lilMe use. Forenam* 

P ie. in ihe first two years of the Sixth 
Ian (19fiO>S2X the Khievement of the 
power programme was barely 68 per 
cent. MayK, a lack of integration be< 
tween coal producers and railways is 
creating a bleak backdrop and forcing 
the entire oconomy of the country to 
limp. 

Utifisalion of capaciiy »n thermal pow* 
er plants has touched a depressing tow 
sir>ce 1976*7?. The plant load went 
down from 56 percent in 1976*77to 
45.4 per cent in 1979*60. Reports sug* 
gest tnat out of 51 thermal schemes 
sanctioned during five years, only one 
could be comple^ on li me. Of 65 
hydro schemes, only two were <m* 
plementedon scheoule. Th^s apart, 
there also remain wasteful drarruge of 
f Ina nc ia I resources as wel I as i nte r'State 
river disputes preventing as many as 83 


river proserts from successfully gettirSK 
off the ground. If. therefore, Itw palpably 
downward, trend is not reversed im* 
rrtcdrately. (he proved addition of 

about 20.000 MW capacity >n i he $i xth 
Plan will remain a cry in the wildwness 
Meanwhile, the assurance of the E$t»* 
mates Committee of 1960-81 that after 
the 15-ycar perspective plan. theCov* 
ernment would oe able to formulate the 
'comportents of a r^attonal policy on 
power* seems to have turr^ to noth ing* 
ness 

Confrontation with such a reality 
makes out a case strong^ m favour of 
the private sector. Opinions are aired 
that (he solution ro tw power crisis lies 
partly in the entry of (he private sector 
Tak ing a Cue from the genoirse success of 
captive gei eraiors. pfopie rsow feel that 
if (he pnvate sector pnoted ns resources 
to set up tfiermal units, the saving on 
diesel alone could ensure lull return of 
the investment in three years Responsi* 
ble persons argue ihai it was sheer waste 
to set up captive diesel generating sets, 
particulady when d>eseT cost so dearly. 


A closer look at the problem will be 
rewarding. New generating sets have 
already bm placed m industries both In 
small and big sectors. Use of gensets has 
exteivded even to other spheres like 
houses, banks, offices, cinema houses, 
insurance offices etc. These sets are 
quite costly which is why one cannot 
afford to purchase a set twice. The firms 
producing generator sets Fmd that 
marketing potentlaiily is nut panicufarly 
high. In West Bengal industrial activity is 
already at a tow ebb. with hardly any 
expansion taking place. The supply of 
diesel IS also nor in plenty. There is 
therefore a slackening of enquiries and 
orderv 

There are about 10 big gensets work* 
i ng here. $a les (ouc hed the h igh* wa ter 
mark to 1979-80. and this inspire of rhe 
improvemeni m eleerhe power In 1977> 
76. By 1981 -62 most of (ne big firms had 
already purchased their requirement. 
Prospects for fresf order do nor appear 
very bright in the given situation. 

Nsid^. the cost factor is also high. 
Small and medium industrial units can* 



YOUR 

PRODUCTION 

TARGET...? 


InettN GEE Genereting Seta anC keep your 
madiinery constantly on toe move. And your 
production at peak level despite power shor* 


GaE generating sets ere ideel for fectones. 
hospitals, sho^, laborstohes, agricuriufe 
purpose etc. 

. , .YOU CAN HIT THE TARGET 


Range. Portable 
kerosene operated 
gen. Sets 1 4 i.5 
KVA irrMle phase 
AC/ DC Bam gener* 
•loryOEN Set t to 8 
KW 230v ACVDC and 
3.8KVAtol6KVA.9 
pnaae Ac/Oc 






Martufbcfuoad by 

GENERAL ELECTRO-EQUIPMENTS 

M.S MSUa Mhi»i $UMt. c»l«u;i«-700 OU. 

NiOA*. 24-2TP0 

Generaftop 5era 

Aowee Gap. 
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STANDBY POWERSET 


With Exclusive Fonlui^-s Ukr* 

* BuiU-tn Lamp * Oveilo^id Protecuon 

* Battery Oveichatge.'Dtscr.atye 
Protec tjoti 

* Inverter 'Working Conditjcn’ 
Checking Paahty 

* Protectinn agninst Wrong B.iliery 
Connection 

VEELINE STANDBY POWERSET has 
Belter AC Output Voltage Regulation. 
Easily the Mosi Advanced Powerset 
.n the country -to relieve you of your 
distress during load-shedding 



Polypropylene 

WATER FILTER 

For drinking water 
in Its purest & 
safest form ^ 

... 


Available in 
1$ and 30 litre 
sizes 


C 




ADVSRTISiMENT fSATURS 

not ifford to buy moft thi n whtt if chtir 
ml nl mum rtqyiremont. It I m Iso btl ng . 

a t tioud by rruny If th« gensots cao 
idJow. M (hAt Adltiorul geosets 
miy be purchised when nectsttry. A 
sug^tlon goes rout>d: whti If the pub* 
lie sector goes lr> for menufacturlrTi 
gensetsind selling those At subsKfised 
rates, sltTtply because it has filled to 
generate me assured quantum of elec* 
trlcity in the country! Indeed, suould it 
be bad if the public sector went in for 
producing the costlier parts and made 
them available to the private sector firms 
at cheaper prices for eventual manufac* 
turt oftenietif That could obvlouilv 
bring fSwin the prices of genseti and 
ensure a closer cooperation between the 
two sectors, to boot, 

There is no gainiiying the fact that 
captive generators have an important 
role to play in the current industrial 
betivtiy of the nitlon. Everybody knows 
that this is at best a short-term arrange¬ 
ment. lut It is necessary, especlillylf 
the country feels the need to revamp Its 
Industrial tnruit. In times of crisis such as 
we are faced with, short-term palliatives 
are more than just useful. They are even 
positively valuable if we take Into acount 
the fact (hat they have htiptd ^e 
rsatlonal industrial network to I'.rvive the 
crisis. Censet manufecturen have done 
a yeoman's service by selling good sets, 
small and big. ArrangementTor hiring 

S ensets Is also there, and this is a great 
eip. 


It would, of course, be naive to chink 
that indust^ could entrneUy run on 
genms. Neither would It be wise on ou r 
part to be I ceve that the power situation 
could brighten upoverrsight. 

Or>e thing is certain: (hecouniry 
will have to depend for quite a long time 
on captive genera tors if Its industrla I 
activity Is not to wind up. 

The uM of diesel power station is 
likely to yield tlw following: 

t) CMtIon period of such power 
plant being small, continuous power 
could be me^ availed Irt 1203 
months; 

2} Requ I rtmtrrt of space and water 
being limited, diesel power plant can be 
instaDed in the load centre, thereby 
reduclngtransmlislon wastage to a mini¬ 
mum. For Increased power requirement 
of Calcutta, diesel power plants could be 
profitably located to feed theealstlng 33 
kv underground main distribution cen¬ 
tre. This will reduce wastata and Insure 
against use of additional cwle feeder; 

3) Being a continuous rated plant, 
diesel power plant can be operated as 
ImsJc load' station. When new genera* 
tion sets are commistior^ during the 
eighties, diesel power plants may M 


used as 'peaking stations'; 

4) With diesel engine and Its accessor* 
les man ufacrurered locally, af^-sales 
services, hitherto a weak point, and 
availability of spares will beb^t^; 

5) Use of diesel plant will ensure 
utifisatlor> of a part of the country's 
diesel engine building capacity: 

6) With the use of small quarttlty of 
low grade fuel, the running cost of diesel 
power plant Is commercially viabte. 

The country-wide power crisis has led 
10 a spurt In demand for stand-by 
gtneratlng sets. There are a few produc¬ 
ers of low-powered diesel genieti, but 
Carden ftMch Shipbuilders A EnginNn 
Ltd., in India Government undertaking, 
lithe leading manufacturer. This firm It 
equipped to produce and supply DC sets 
but their ftanchi factory has practically 
no order in Its order book. These sets art 
kept as a stand-by by the commercial 
firms which may not go In for repeated 
purchase. 

The appliances division of ^Itat has 
also produced a stand-by power sets In 
Its Veelina range. It Is a power sourca 
chat takes over automatically when the 
AC mains stop working. This set Is 
claimed to be ideal for household pur¬ 
poses. offices, laboratories, hospitals 
and professional service uses. 

They are good as long as there (s 
power pr^Tem. And diey are very- 
useful. Yet, power is llkeadouble*«dged 
SNvord (hat cuts both ways. 


our responsibility begins 

When you buy a 

LOSKA 


• •• 


tfyouthirtkofpow^r 
Think of 

VINEYLITE 

NlrtoikirOlnil 
Semrattaf Ml 

A dees by Itsotf 



SlrS&i/f^ Phua 22 a' 440 von ^ cfasB by itsaff 

From 1 KVA 101 goo KVA. wnn 

Kirloakar and Bn^ AitemaM and 

Klrtoakgr-eummlna. AahM Leylend 

and Rueion Bnginea ^ 


ViMtCCiMirlMl tnOisMM 

(ntM 

fS. CWW4 CaUvfla.TQOQiS 
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2 8 May wa» % special day 'T'alking of accide nts, 

for N. T. Rama Rso. X MenakM is back after her 

Apart from being his birth* accident which kept her 
day, It was the day his film froni shooting for two 
Jusrrce CTu utihury was re* mont hs. Mean while. 

Teased. The occasion was Ka vitha rep I aced her in t he 

marked by (he hoisting of a film K»Mu Kane KaUu. At 

flag of the Telugu Desara (he moment. Menaka is 
party at Tirupathy. workingfor a Malayal^ 

film opposite 5uman. 

I n a Tamil remake of a 

Malay a lam hit. K R. Vi- Ityfadhavi's house warm 
Jays plays the grandmother, jK£ mg party saw a large 
mother as well as the daugh number of luminaries, 
ter. Not surprisingly, (here i Almost all of them were 
fore, (he grandmother looks there, except Kamalahasan- 
just as attractive as the No wonder. Madhavt was 

daughter. looking just a wee bit down* 

cast even after all the guests 

R ecently, a journahsi si* had arrived, 

died uo to Sudhakar . 

and asked ni m for some gos* , T\ evasena. wife of f 11 m 
sin Said the actor some* | X^director 5xrdar has filed 
what hastily. "I am far away a case against Sagbhasan. 
from gossip and girls " who was looking after Sri* 

Apparently, the star is too dar'sChitralaya production, 
painfully aware that ii is his Apparentlv. nine years ago, 
association with girls that iVvaccna had given him 
sets the gosMp mills iewels worth rupees one 

churning. * lakh, which he pledged for 

{ money NowNaebhusanre* 

R emember Ramaknsh- \ fuses to return the jewels. 

nan (the man who filed | forcing (he lady to move to 
a ca^ against actress [ the courts. 
radj ,w h u he cal Is his wife 1 r 3 
Well seems he getring | 
too for comfon for tne j 
actress. Wherever Jayapra * 
da goes. is ” 

sure lo be found. And every* 
time Jay a prada sets eyes on 
him, she gets visibly upset, 

So. people in the Telugu j 
industry have started ; 

wondering who the men can ; \ 

be who gets Jayaprada so 

jittery by his mere pre* 
scnce. I 


bujaiha good housew/Zc* 

I rtspite of her success. So- 
Jathd continues to be a 
devoted wife tojayakar, 
complete with waiting over 
dinner and giving way to 
long sulk sessions when 
dear hubby comes home 
late. 


yeetendra . tni'inubh 

Teetendra's magic couch 
^ has failed at last Om 
rrakash ‘s Apno Bana Ia) 
and Raahte ryar Ke have 
failed ai the box office do* 
^ne the fact that both 
itekha and Jeeiendra had 
starred in them. However, 
thiugs are not all that bad, 
so far as Jeetu is concerned 
Hv has afready signed .sever 
films in the south in just can 
dav^. So, It Will be a while 
before the flnps really begii 
to irk (he actor. 

Tust when Danny D«- 

I neongpe was'really feel* 
mg fine’nt met with an 
accident and broke his leg. 
He was in hospital for sever 
al days and iv nnw at home 
on crutches. It will take him 
another month to recover 
completely. But Danny has 
created a fot of goodwill. 
Not one of his producers is 
looking for a replacement. 
They prefer to wait, instead 
till Danny recovers 

A t last b'eriJre has gut a 
break. The actress her* 
self is pinning all her hopes 
on Patthar Kt Lakeer^ She 
plays the role of the girl 
around whom the film re* 
volves. It is also the film in 
which she has exposed her* 
self most. When asked ab* 
out all Those revealing 
scenes in the film, ^ika 
rep] ies:" What's wrong wi i h 
that? The scenes are essen* 
tial for the story which is 
about a girl who goes 
beraerk after forget ling all 
har values. Haven't girls 
stripped for lesaer reasooi 

or lamer excuses?" 
Apparently, a brave SarUta 
la out to conquer. 


1^. T. Kama Nao met with 
ly an accident recently, 
while thootingfor the film 
Chandaxesano He was re* 
quired (0 drive a bullock 
cart. A very enthusiastic 
Rama Rao whipped (he 
hulls, and they charged The 
cart turned over aiiu Rama 
Rao was thrown out. Lucki 
ly. he escaped unhurt but 
for the sprained ankle 


W hat is wrong with 
Kamalahasan'% new 
house? Recently, the actor 
moved back to old 
house, with a Gurkha watch 
man as an addition, 

Jayapradi* jitierv 


S oon after A koar Khan’^ 
(he brother of Sanjay 
and Feroae Khan started his 
first film Haadsaa, be met 
Ranreefa, and they prompt* 
ly fell in love with one 
another. The film was to be 
completed in one year, but 
it took four years in the 
course of whic h Akbar went 
through a lot cd msest Am* 
jad Khan and Raakhi 
walked out of (he film. But 
Ranjceta stood bv Akbar 
Ih/ou^ ihick and thin. It 
was alove story of all cimes. 
and if all goes well, the 
marriage will come about tn 
August. Incidentally, (he 
film is slated to be released 
shortly 





AMRITLAL 


Beginning 13 June 


AMES (16 AArii—14 Her) A 
of mixod toftuno «w«Hs 
i AUmey notM woHonm* 

V/-«^wSprofOMiOfiil front You may 
, »oma vary stiff compote 

Qon from your* coBoaguas. Howevar. <f you 
are a bueinaaamao, this waaM prorryeea lo 
be smooth: do not haiiuie to aniar into naw 
deals enb acquire new siodca. The domaettc 
front la likely to remain calm. Eicapt for iha 
heeiih of an aidarty memoar of your famay, 
this will ba, by and large, a relaxed weak lor 
you Goad dales: 13. IS and 17 lirefcy 
mtnhtt: 1, 3 end d. FivoarsM dtracHaa* 
South 


ICO (16 Imprn H leele ur ^ 
vary eucoaeaM weak lae m 
/^siOfaforyDu. Your fiiar>ds and 
iCk acquainiBneae mI lum out to 
^^m(CuOba axtromaSy halpful and an* 
abia you lo impiamani soma ol tna plana you 
Aava m mind. If you ara ri Ouamaaa. kicrtfva 
daala ara co mmg your way. A joumay a m 
9i9 oMng, Tba doma a dc front promaaa to 
remain pa aeaful and your chdoran win oatha 
sourca ol your (oy at homa tna waak 
Howavar. a word ol caution waich your 
haaHh Chac* artaveg«>ca Oaad dattt: 13. 
u and 16. Udhr eanaars: 1. S and 9 
FeveareMa dfrecOoa: East. 


f7(-) TAURUS (16 May^M Jaai] A 

lavouraOia waak haa ahead oi 
Tha last hw3 days of tna 
I } ^ tinarKial 

L?^»iS^gains A word i^ advKa* do not 
gel cemed awey Oy your good fonune, but 
check exiravaganca. Tna, unfortunately, a 
not a vary good weak for romanca. eo do net 
count loo much on tha nawty davaieped 
friendship The domestic front a Mtaly (o 
remain calm and wHI ba a sourca of |oy for 
you However, tha week you wiT be raquirad 
to watch your health deed dates: 14. idand 
Id. Lucky mimbta; 2, 4 and 0 FavearaWe 
difsetien: West 


VlAM(16tepleiii6er~14 0cle* 
lar) TNs may turn out lo ba a 
raainnabiy lavourabfa waak. 

aiarcisa tact on 
BSH.. ■ . laH Ironte. Your homa is not 
hkaly lo ba free ol prpbiams this weak. Do 
rwtbt unduly upaat 4 your spouaa appears 
lobe aapad^ moody dva weak Dear with 
rwn or her, as the case may ba. patiantty 
ina p roWam wii ba aoivad Probiarrw may 
piegua you on the protaamortal front, too 
deaf wdh your codaaguaa and supanori 
paaandy. Oood weak for roman ca . Scad 
delar f4.16 and 17. leOy suaiban: 2,6 and 
9 r assersai s dtraettaa: Nonhaasi 


a GEMINI (IS Jaiia-14 Jsly) A 
vary 90 ^ waak for romance, 
so. Oamnttas, snap out of tha 
dapraaaion thai was thraaian* 
«r>g to anvalopa you and make 
lull use ol the lucky tune The domestic from 
will remain peaceful and be a source ol 
msgiration. A secret maner wd turn to your 
advantage. FinanciaJly. this Is a ffiAuraUa 
week luckier ones among you will gam 
through Insurance and ir>haniance. The pro- 
isBsional from may be a hTHe demandinQ. 
Use tact k) your deaknga Gaoddatat: IS. 17 
and t9. lucky numbers: 3.6 and 9 Fassafsbis 
dIrtcllSA: East. 


S UMA (16 OeW f -Id Hmn* 
lert Prowidad you do not lake 
unnecaasery neks, this may 
turn out 10 be a f*riy favour* 
•bla waak lor you. However, a 
nord Of eaudon: do not count on a very 
eventful waak. This is cadamlv not a waak 
lor ipaciacuisf changaa. Ajoumay. towards 
0>a and of me weak la al you have to look 
lorwvd lo. On tta professional front, prog* 
rasa wil baslow Do not ba diahaartanad if 
your plana are not approved ens weak. 
Avoid Quaation^ ptaasuraa 6aad daifs: 
15. 17 M 10. Lecty asaHsrs: 3. $ and 6 
FasaarsMa dbseHaa: Southwaai 


CANCER (16 My-14 Aagastl 
^Jlhis m an axcatiant waak for 
!^!rw(C3*^y those in sarvica. Marty wiU gat 
KjSkjH^^tranafar orders; luddar ones 
[!&C^x^Samong you may ba promoted. 
Romanca ha vary ^1 egnlfiad 9m waak. 
Soma of you may even gat marrlad before 
the turn of tha waak. However, do not be 
overepbmistic about your good lorlurw. A 
word of advioa: ba orr your guard, for a fdand 
la out (0 dacafva you Abo. if you ara in 
businasa. thb Is not tha right oma to antar 
imo new daala. Read dMat: 13, 16 and 19. 
leeby asmb srs ; 4. $ end 7. F s vsersble dirsa* 

baa: North. 


[75»h SCORPIO (16 Nevaiabar—14 Da- 

unforiunataty. b 
gpym^not a vary favourabto weak. If 
agy ^S^you are tr buamass. you are 
u^^'^^^adviaad not iff antar swo rmt 
daeb ttia weak. On me prolaasionai front 
s uo casi wdi ba iwd lo coma by. For ffvaa 
romanbeaVy ndMd. this waak a sacrat 
affair may coma to t auddan and>fowavar, 
RhvKfady INb b a good waak. A friend wW 
banafii you a great deal lowarda iovtoving 
yeur Financial condbon. A good weak for 
eieabwe aribts. Read imm: 16. 17 «td 19. 
Usfcy aawiifi, S, 6 w>d 6 . FevaersMi 4km- 
IbK North. 


SARITTARIIIS (16 Ossambtr- 
rpK 14 Jensiq) A modaraialy sue- 
easeful week has before you 
rS^\^^KS$low but steady progress on 
m I Tr^ ro tha profassronal front is 
•aaurad. Financial, the ia a particubhy 
good waek. Minor changes ar# in me 
offmg you may have fo make a sudder 
change of rasdanca A foumay is noi 
aiiogatnef unnkaiy If 'you are engaged \t 
craativt pursuits, taks it sasy thb weak. 
Caution an eUarty temale may opposa you 
plans Read dstai: 14, 15 ano 19 . Lveb) 
■ambers: 2, 4 and 9 Fsvaurakia dlraatlsa: 
Wast 


CAPRICORN II5 Janiary—M 
^ Fsbruiry) A weak of happinata 
R (£j^^^aiand aicaiiani opportunities. 

^ Hvouf intaiieciuai and adbK 
bPlSBT ^ aciiviiias win Da wall racaivad 
m efrebs that rnatiar Those in service will 
gain raeogrvtion. Businass vamuras will turn 
out si your favour Sodaiiy, ihis weak will 
Neap you busy You rnay be required 10 
spend a graai daai of time with your (f«nds 
and icquainiar>cas Aomanoe is very wan 
sigruhed. The beautiful. r>aw fnandship may 
soon blossom mto romarica (3eod deist: 1 3, 
10 and 16. Ucky tNrmbtrs: 4, 9 and 9 
Esvaareblt dirsetfoa; South. 


AQUARIUS (16 Fabr«irv^14 
MareRf A week of changes is in 
^ Tou. On Iha profsi* 
sionai ifoni. there may ba 
L3aAiU some drastic changes that will 
turn lo your benefil m the long run With 
soma help from a secret source, you should 
ba abb lo tiler soma of your plans, A word 
of caution do not losa your lampar or your 
patience when n comes to dMkng with your 
swaathsart. With a httb tad on your pad, 
you Will ba abb to win your partner's 
goodwil. Walch your health closely. Gaod 
dabs: 13 ,14 and 1 6. Laehy numbafi: 5.7 and 
a. FnaaraMs diraetios: North 


KJ\\^ (16 llsrcfi-14 Apfin 

Although you may face some 
competition on your work front, 
[(j^ift^you have no reason to worry. 
l_lffi_lJSIior your bib are very favour* 
ttb thb week. F^omar^ce will make steady 
progress and keep you happy imelleciuals 
and creative ariisb, push fodh your pfans 
and gat mb action, youi efforts will \J4 
crowned wdh success. This b a good waek 
for undertaking marnaga nagotiabons. Luck* 
lar ones among you may even get married. 
The domestic front wA remain peaceful 
Reed dabs: i3.18 and t9. Lacky numbers: 3. 
4 M 9 . FfvMrebIs dlbsttan: East. 


Fst tbsia bam b shr s an 16 Mayaad 14 Jaaa: Woman bom baiwean thb 
period are baauttfU and have a way wNh ihe oppoada aai. Uoat an 
in favour of aarfy marrtagaa. aRhough a poat*maritaf affair b noi 
unoommon among you. Cwaaquandyi ti b nol bKprbing dial tome 
of you baa your huabantf a attannon tor pmbngad paiiM of your 
marrlad Ha . Obataefaa and hinorarceapbguaihoaa among you who 


ara prob sar om^. Navartnaiass, you have tn# courage and deter* 
mlnation to overcome thasa obataebs and push forth your ctraar. 
You ara as la mafy hardworking and your academic affons often taka 
you abroed for hiQhar ftudbf Your stare are such that you never run 
out of money. Luckbr onaa among you ara mdaad. raihar afffuam, 
wHh your own house, ears and battabon of servants. 



































9kg of the 

cbokest 9fimachal apples 
in a single bottle 



ift s yet dMi. 
The 900 am. 
bottteof 

HPMC 7 in 1 Apple 
Juice Concentrate. 

It makes 7 bottles, 
or 97 passes, of 
pure apple Juice. 

At about Re. 1 per glass; 
If s a test/ b^ain. 

It b so easy to make 
Just add chHIed water, and If i read^. 
you don't even need to add sugar. 

If s so easy to store too. Just re<ap 
your bottle of concen^atc and store 
ordinarily. It docs not need refrigeration. 
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B 0 MB A Y :'VoM firsts then marTy” wait 
what a bridegroom did ac Ridhora vil* 
lage in the Medahi assambly consiimen- 
cy in Maharashcra*s Akola district. The 
bridegroom, Raradas Urtam Kharat. 
went to the polling booth in the tradi* 
tiona) wedding costume, with nun da re* 
lies around hii forehead to exercise his 
franchise in the byeiection before going 
to the marriage panda/. Ramdas was 
cheered at the polling station, and those 
present there wiihea him a happy mar¬ 
ried life—Indian A/efion ($. M. Wasimul- 
lah. Comuh) 


SALEMrA woman who wa: takia| a 
free nde on a bus had to cut short her 
ride at Salem when the police found her 
to be an impostor wearing her sister's 
police uniform. Sfie is now in polic4 
custody. SeethaUkshmi (21) daughter 
of a retired ra Jwny toco driver, is said to 
have posed as a policewoman for the 
sake of a joy ride by bus—a privilege 
enjoyed by policewomen ano police¬ 
men—/f/nou <N. Vasu. Madras) 


men- 


<N. Vasu, Madras) 


MADURANTAKAM (TamilKadu): 
Lack of a parade ground has led the 
police at Tirukalikundram to use the 
prakera of the Baktbavachaleswarar 
temple for (heir drills. This practice has 
been going on for some time. However, 
the parades are not held every week as 
is the custom because the temple offi* 
cials do not approve of the police enter¬ 
ing the temple premises mtn their boms 
on. The imlice station at Tirukalikun* 
dram is situated near a dirty tank be¬ 
longing to the temple which constantly 
emits a stench that pervades the area. 
Police suggest that a double benefit 
would ensue if the ttnk is filled up and 
converted into a parade ground—Indian 
Express (N. Gopalakrishnan, Madras) 


HONNALI: Cases of five paise coins 
being reshaped to look like 2S paise 
coins have Men reported here. The 
culprits responsible for this have adroit¬ 
ly exploited the striking similarity in 
the Ajhoka emblem found on the five 

S iise and the 2S paise coins. Surprising- 
' the fake coins in circulation weigh as 
heavy as the 25 paise coins. But a look at 
its reverie aUle reveals the deception as 
the numeral there is five and not 25— 
Deccan Rerc/d (C R. Sicheram, Banga¬ 
lore) 


BOMBAY: The clothes of mayor Dr 

Pai have been confiscated by the staff of 
the encroachment department and he 
could not wear his usual clothes on 
Friday <21 May). It was stated that a 
washerman bad constructed a small 
shed near the mayor's bungalow where 
the clothes of the mayor are washed and 
ironed But as jper the directions of the 
civic ward officer, the shed was de¬ 
molished- The clothes taken away in¬ 
cluded those ei the mayor. Later the 
mayor requested the concerned civic 
officer to aive the dhobi some alieroate 


officer to give the dhobi some alternate 
s)m«^/adiJA Express (Amarjeei Singh 
Bnaiia. Thane) 


VELLORE: Hearly 30 candidates, 2S of 
them school teachen including three 
women, who recently wrote examina¬ 
tions for BA, BSc and B Com degteet in 
correspondence course at Madurai- 


correspondence course at Madurai- 
Kamarai University were caught 
copying. They were found in possession 
of printed loose sheets and handwritten 
material which wer* seised by the in¬ 
vigilators and sent along with the 
answer papers of the candidates. Five 
more Tamil leathers who appeared as 
private candidates for B.Utt examina¬ 
tion of Madras University were found 
copying at the scene centre—Hindi/ (M. 
Mithun Raman i, Tirunelvelt) 


KORBA: Believe it or not. a bulldoier, 
of all things is 'raissiog'. The theft has 
been reacted from Manikpvr coal 
mines in Bilaspur district. The driver of 
the bulldoser had gone for tea at abowi 
two a.m. while working on the night 
shift last week. On retumiim he found 
his mant vehicle missing. The western 
coalfield authorities to whom the bull* 
doser belonged, have been unable to 
rrace it even after a week-long search in 
(he area. The cost of the bulldoser is 


said to be Rs 40 lakht 
R. Singh, Bhopal) 


-Deshbandhu (N. 


RAIPUR: The utisensof a locality in 
Raipur today honoured the headmaster 
of the secondary school of their area for 
‘achieving* a record result of aero per 
cent in the middle school (class eight) 
examination. The cirisens went to the 
school in a procession and applied gu/a/ 
on the f^nead of the headmaster and 
congratulated him. The headmaster 
ac c e p ted responsibility for the failure 
of afl students in (be ^iahth class ex* 


aminarion of the district middle school 
board. He has moved his deputment for 
a transfer—TBxtanada (K. V. Sidhartha. 
BbUai) 


NAGPUR: Those who visited the Saraf 
Chamber post office this evening (May 
Ig) found the board ‘‘cloeed” displayed 
on the window. Enquiries revealed that 
the keys to the caso box were missing 
and could not be traced hence (he post 
office could not function. However it 
was learnt that the post office would 
function normally tomorrow evening 
and (hete will be a different betch ol 
worken on duty who have a different 
cash box.—Nagpur Times (M. G. Mud- 
llyor, Nagpur) 


IVitlipitt 

iMninffm 


I Will lake two or three days to 
decide whom to support. I want to 
see which party gives me a better 
offer—Manse Ram. independent 
MLA of Himachal Pradesh, who 
was being wooed by Congress(I) 
and BJP 


Use bride was taken away by a fake 
bridegroom before the arrival of 
the real one in the marriage pan* 
da^Swarup Singh. Haryana Lok 
Dal chairman 


Between Antulay’s money-spinning 
trusts and Bhosele's abject obse¬ 
quiousness. there seems to be no 
room for competent and responsi¬ 
ble second-rank leaders to hold the 
fori for the party—Nikhil Chakra- 
vartty. editor Mainstream 


I do not knuw what my fault is that I 
have been turned out of ihe house 
and my and my son’s source of 
income is being stopped—Maneka 
Gandbi 


My observations over the years 
have led me to believe rhet people 
who have not attended school or 
university make better legisla¬ 
tors—S. L. Shakdher, chief election 
commissioner 


During the British raj I spent 15 
years in jail and after independ¬ 
ence I had to spend another seven* 
teen-and-a-half years behind burs— 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 


(The British expected to find) half- 
naked Indians as enemies armed 
with arrow ^Argentina's defence 
minister Amadeo Frugoli quoted in 
Time 





Th^ (old dancers) resemble Char* 
an Singh and that ageing bunch of 

politicians whn jutr wfl*nr tn hang on 
and on and on—Dancer Sons) Man* 
Singh interviewed in Indian Ex¬ 
press magazine 


He (Jesus Christ) requested me io 
help Him in the salvation of the 
universe—Rev. Sun Myung Moon, 
controversiil founder of the Uni* 
fjcation Church.appearing as wit¬ 
ness in a kidnap case 
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•a Scaling laapraWaw of Diaaaii—Bawghfonea 
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4. Om 
eMk4| 
ha ba I 


1. In hiory who war* B>a firgnan Shi8^ 
8. P holOQf t pha^ art oMn hMrd MHng 
•bom P fHjmbafa. Whai oe thay maan? 
3. m poMeal adanea ona oAan haait tfia 
wo(i( Mianiaaton Whal la tia biq^ 
eanci ol lha lann? 


qM ba Maig In iOM aiah aaaav |0 dnopajq aiaai uormribim t 
SuMna. Who or nhM aouW ^aMOBjSoiCMJ tq 01 afiiMt 

g at lova ii«h 8 raaity? |O.Miiai^pq 8 uowWif m IJauHO 

a m anal 170 ajnvatfa aig 8 OTuang 

■■ ■' -oauaaMl^wWM^M^WWUi? 


WPP put OSl 4 8HH IW At A8pn|iP 
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DELHI DIARY 


KERALA UDF's PROBLEMS BEGIN 





. 



Ktnjnik»r 0 /t. ketping setnts from mmMtrt 


THE mark<h«cc scandal may ba Accord 
only the first of many storms whi* to the C< 
ch could shake the ruUru United lum took 
Derrocraiic From In Kerala It has tome me 
already created an unseemly con* ceived fi 
trovefsy between the Governor, Kerunaki 
jothi Vencatachellum. and a minis* pISR* A 
rer in the Karunakaran ministry. Kerala P 
Mr K. G. R. Kanha. belon|ine to MLA. too 
the Nair Derhocreiic Party (NDP). part in ih 
ju^{ a day before iho 19 May elec* ernni stv 
tions. on advice from some of the as all ih 
depart mental secretariev the Gov* volved ir 
eriior p.«rdoned some of the medk* belonie 
al students who had been sus* moneyM 
pended from the colleges because lakhs h» 
they had secured admissions on the politician 
basis of false marksheets. Mr students 
Kartha. who took over as health suspensic 
minister after the Karunekaran politician 
ministry was formed, immedietely tion or n 
scrapped the Governor's orders and how 
(Issued during President's Rule) decision i 
Th«* chief minister has not been Con|reas 
able t<> decide his course of action nimster 
biv vci share wit 

DEVI LAL CAUSES A SEN! 

CMAUDHURY Devi Lai of 
Kuryana, after having caught hold 
of Governor Tapase "by the chin” 
in the Haryana Raj Bhavan in 
Chandigarh on 24 May, created 
anniher sensation in New Delhi 
when he went to the Rashtrapaci 
Bhavnn the next day. Ignoring the 
security men on duty, (he Lok Dal 
le^tder strode straight into the room 
of the President's aide do comp 

(A1>C) and demanded that he be 
alhrwed to meet President Reddy 
immediately. The ADC firmly 
pmnred out to Devi Lai that he > i • 
wouldhave to make a priorappoiai* 
ment to meet the first ciiisen and tatnly sea 
giive him time for 26 May. On (he ars. Tbei 
upixrimed day. Devi Lai may have had failed 
^merged satisfied after his steering Ing hii w 
with tlie President, but he has car > have now 


According to some sources close 
to the Governor. Mrs Vencatachel 
lum took the decision as a result of 
tome messages which she had re* 
ceived from people close (o Mr 
Kerunakaren during the poll cam* 

E iign. A geiwral secretary ol the 
erala PCOt). Mr T. S Mustafa, 
MLA. too is said to have played his 
part in the drama of parooning the 
erring students. Rumour has it that 
as all the students who were in* 
volved in (he marksheet scandal 
belonged lo influential and 
moneyM families, around Rs 2$ 
lakhs had been ^fered to some 
politicians by the parenis of thaso 
students for the revocation of the 
suspension orders. Whether any 
politician fell prey to the tenpta* 
tion or not is debatable. But why 
and how the Govenior took (ha 
decision remains a closely guarded 
Con|ress(l) secret, which chief 
minister Karunakaran will not 
share vrith his NDP ministar. 

t SENSATION 


A PARTISAN LOK 
SABHA SPEAKER? 




0a7 Ram Jtkhor: raxing sides? 


THE Haryana political drama 
brought to the fora a report which 
if proved true, could signify a very 
dangerous trend in national poll* 
tics. It is said that among those who 
tried to persuade Colonel Ram 
Singh,'the outgolM speaker of the 
Haryana Vidhan Mbna (who won 
on a Con^au*J ticket) to leave the 
Devi Lai camp and align himself 
with chief minister Bhajan Lai, was. 
the Lok Sabha speaker himself— 
Mr Bal Ram jakhar. Althox^ Mr 
Jakbar was elected to Parlia* 
ment on a Congreisfl) ticket, as Lok 
Sabha speaker be is supposed to be 


baona speaker ne ts supposed to be 
above party politics. With such talk 
during the neight of a political 
drama, many wonder whether in 
this aovemmant anyone at all is 
caoaole of being aon*oartisart. 


cape I 


being aon*partisart. 




Devi L*l: igacring secunty bar^ers ^ 

tainly sealed the fata of sotna Mh* 
ars. The three security guar di wba 
had failed to step him from storm* 
ing hii way into the ADCs room 
have now haatt suspaodad. 


STRANGE 

BEDFELLOWS 

THE recant elections saw the 
kind of absurd contradictions that 
only politics throws up. In fCarala, 
for instance, the Gunivayur scat 
was won by the Muslim League 
(Gunivayur being an important 
Hindu pilgrimage centre). But 
stranger was the case in Himachal 
Pradm. Haro, the Solan seat had 
bean aDottad fn the Coweas(I) to 
its ally, the AD India vommuniit 
Party (AJCP), and none other than 
the to^oat industrialist of the 
state, Kapil Mohan (of Mohao 
Meakia Breweries fame), was seen 
canvassing extensively for a com¬ 
munist whom ha had bean opposing 
all his life. The AlCP candidate 
however loat. but significantly, in 
the two polbiig booms uHrich fall 
within the iiiinsAllsr*i area of 
iafhMacc, the emuaunist polled 
cent par cant voiaal 

D.E. NIZ4MUDOIN 


























Each time you 
press a switch 
you don’t stop 
to think of us. 


But we're there 


Wherever water is used, it plays a 
critical role. Specially in industry. Beginning 
with power generation, fertilisers, drugs, and 
chexniicala and extendi^ right through to 
sugar and electronics. The list is endleas... 

This is where we come in. 

By purifying water, softenirc. 
demineralising, conditioning it witn chemical 
additives and making it industrially .useful 
through processes azsd equipment that range 
fro m deio niser s to wate r s oftene rs.' 
da-aerators, solvent recovery systems and 
the latest in technology...re verse osmosis and 
uUra-flltratlon membrane systems for 
reoovery. conoentration and separation. With 
a ran^ of high performance resins to match. 


Our philosophy is based entirely on 
ceaseless researcn. An on-going programme 
th^t always seeks to bring you the latest 
designs. At the lowest operating cost. Backed 
by expertise, equipment and proven 
performance. Aa under a single roof. 


2. ION EXCHANGE 
(INDIA) UD. 

The power behind water. 

S.O. S«t No. sirs, Tioeioea Koum. Dr. B. Momi Bood, 

Bopdwr*400 oil. BrsAdkOo: Modroo, No« DolU. 
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60 seconds of Tingling excitement. 
Or how I became a film star. 



You will he iiurpfiKil 

Hi him* mW)’ likir 

me w niimlnn Hnmnd 
wlih<jMi voUan* wid 
iiune doing 

jioihlng 

Dui (here i>< hope for 
UH (himh clnda 
wliarA 

liApMned to me. after alJ 
Li MW lurwhig I've mioic 
ii in the nittinl 

J4rt me icU vtni all 
aUnu ii La»( l^nday ] 
wuh Hpeiidinii u ((ulei 
cnomlnK hi die Iwa^h 
l<a»kiiig for v!u-HheUfi. 

[ WH» juht another 
III)liens lieH&’hc<imU'r in 
gn en ik'nimtlan hikJ 
f*tri|*cd T-shia 
Aji hour Miipjieii 
peuccllilly In* when 
ihiiiga suddenly Martcd 
hH^TiietiinA 

I wua pceiltig a crab 
uway from my loe when 
my ^icctacles alnjiwi 
enu'kcil wiih shrx'k 
Them she lay. m an 
iisv'bllsy liikini laiity 
dlndng thrtiMMli tt 


inngH 2 inc and soaking up 
(he aun 

My heart ihuaipcd 
ou( a fniniic Munw eude 
all oil Kh tM'ii. ami my 
kiKi's miird kairOy 
1 fell fnyaelfUdntf 
piiUcd loiwanla uocil 

nervously I aloud he km; 
bei I eougheiL She 
didn't ksik up 
1 roared like a 
moiiae —"Hello "* 

She weni mi reading 
Weak from negk'ci 
aitd with H heavy neafl. 1 
turned lo fft I had barely 
taken a sUp. when I felt 
her k’g aftaiiKl mine — 
and larfiire I knew n I 
was sadlng through tire 
air I landed in a neap, 
ICCih illHl. 

She had tripped me! 

"(th. Pm misiPfry." 
she said uneonvmdngly. 
u niistTikxvius kaik In 
her cyva She Jliekcd 
Mind off iny' eheeka. luid 
I ulintisf ltiin»( a Idocxl 

SVMH'I 


n'd Ukr to help ra." 
she whispered huskily 
*Wnukl you like a» 
Tmgle with me*** 

Something lulUrd In 
my (hroat, and 1 Icic 
mvBelf lumli^ pink 
"T* i ng.. Thig.-Tln ‘r 
1 croaked idouil 
She nodilrtl hei 
heafi—aiwl winked 

My jaw dropped witli 
u clack, and a necvtsia 
'k'cmeiued 

*'Rign(r ithe agreed 
Slic opened h htlle 
U'C'lNkit and 0 cnlh 
ne moved two chilled 
Ivttks 

'Heh. heh. heh .. 

1 laughed— 

with irllef. 

'Keady? Now, take a 
sip." she aakl. "Don't 
swallow. Roll yniit 
tongue amunJ." 

"Tan you feel ilf" she 
said cacitcdly "Can yvMj 
feel (he Tinker 

My <}*»» grew wide, 
as a million uublilca 
pfipiied apilnat my 


palate- awl t tingling 
Hcnaailun spread slowly 
all over. Oo^tl liurai 

out! Tm Ttaglhigr 
She uodded her head, 
wide -eyvd 

a » • 

Laier (hat evening 
she ininxhjced me t/> her 
uspa. a big frlm prudiuer. 

“WeU.sop" he 
Imimed. "You're juKi tlur 
chuj 1 need fhr my new 

nim ” 

And that waa it. Tliey 
look a Ncrecn leal—sec 
(he mug shot —and shot 
(he ftim 

li'a showing all owt 
Uiwn now. 

Wliy mil go see P'.' 

Ii'h fitily u niinnic 
long. (HI di>n'i leave 
after you've seen ii 
Ihcyll bIriw you 
another film 

And fhar one'a free. 
(>i]y ii'a much, much 
longer 


# 

l.tiiiC'I.ernon 
Artincially flavouivd 


Get the taste that Tingles! 











¥)u’ll find some 

rather interesting sights between here 

and North America. 


TonJtm is a unique and 
l^xciting ciiy. And ii can 
seem even mure attractive if 
yuu'rc flying all ihe way to 
the USA or Canada. 

Why nul Mop over for a 
while and see the si^hisor 
visit friends or relaiums? 

We have 6 flights a week 
(rom lX‘lhi.6 from Bombay 
and 2 fnmi (^lcuita> all 
llymis to Umdon E Eeaihrow, 
I hen when you’re 
relaxed and refrcshcd,wc'll 
(ly you on direct toany of 17 
eit ICS I n Non h America. Isn’t 
iKut an interesting «dra? 


aosrcN\ 

rCMDNlON^^ 


ucHrac«~— 

ncwomcANS —^ 

w*n»p 

UNOWty 

MNCCUVCA/ 

m&*«MC1QN 


LONOON 


For fun her details 
and buokings>coniaet your 
1'ravtl Agent or call British 
Airways direct on Bombay 
220S88J)clhi 343428 or 
Cakuila248l8l. 

Hy ihclViiishway 

British 

airways 
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each other 


\Mb FSter.The $tandardo^ excellence 
« in cigarette snx>kine for abnost 

tvkt) decades now. 
lb millions of smokers, 
Willffiltef is the last word in taste-* 
the taste of choice tobacm carefully 
* blendedand married to just 

the right fitter. 
Wills Filter-Once you've tried tt 
A you stay with it. 

W WILIS finrn 

fikv and tobacco 
periectf)'nuadied. 
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with FNB Gift Cheques 

How often dtd you recatvt or Qive as a gift something 
that was not nee d ed. 

Yet It is so easy nowadays to give just what wouU be Uced... 
with PN8*s Gift Cheques of Rs.1t, Rs 21, Re, 31, Rs. 51 orRs. 101. 

Give a Gift Cheque and a choice too (at no extra cost) 
to buy whet is wanted.... 


•• 


.and show that you cm. 


tS| punfjob notionQl bgnk 


.the eew ym cm IAMK 
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Wh«n Twtf Minu. JmMM. AlADMK 

mtny •yvt'ows w*r« riuwd «> TtiiiH Nidu. OoM ^ Miwtw 
«i«1h MOabotf)on«Adonm*scrMn.rn««iV«th*MrTWrctMl 
mkncsitr n groomtna h«f to tuecood Iwn^ Arrti PrtUp fOOM 

PH* 


LAOtcing Glass 7 
EM*0n'»Kuld« Nayw » 

Opnon 10 

Of W« and PMc*n.t Gsn E. A. Vas iRaU) 37 


MGA fowaias w fw Anda Pratap f2 


SKOIL 


The Tifrrf Nadu riot^Anls Pratap 22 
Art tor monay s saltpVrteanl D’^Msa 2S 


rrTrrr, 


How cMdran rot m Wasi Oanpai iM XImash Anand 26 


SUiOAT IPfCUL 


Tarror at wdnigm/Phoioiaahra dy Afoy Day 30 
Jourrtay lo ma top oi tha worto 34 


CM Mhja a ccrrupi oHoai/Paranjoy Ouha Thatcurta 36 
Arauay vardct haa not ouaOad diuaoa«rvOioa TaMn 
JoumabaCt damand raiaaaa of arraatad rtawsman 




TTm World 47 
Asiani S$ 
Data Oufy SO 


In a stXM* of anduranca. datarmination and spait of a^artiura 
four man Iravaisad on foot tha antira Huruiavan rartga. 
SuNDAT talks lo ina rnambars of K>a aapad«tion faai 34 



To fm CMli Mndui of TvH Nadu, tha mass oonwariion of 
hanfana to latom sttM ranUas. So. tw haraans had to ba laugN a 
laaaon. On 11 Juna. about lOO hariian huca m Ayyaouram Mlaga. 
30 tons tom MaarUlufwfam. to TaunaMi disMet. warn sat on 
Art. totmo all on tha spot Amia Pralap 5iaa an orvtoa<spot 
raptft tsfatt 


VIMICTT 


Khaas Baat 49 
Sundaywaak 3t 
TTw India &3 
Wiinout Commant S3 
CAaasBr^dpa Quis Stpnp SO 
Ccnac sirs) Paanuts 57 


E«ta« M si AfeDv 


STaMfrWNaiTrg.iaw 

« M** ow* Sa^ MiV 

•KMti*** Aw Ha«* ^ 

MM* «Ml <M aUWM* 


* AwOONW C't 1 


!«** S*MI <4AiA» nOODi Dt WlWH>il 
maw M» VW WM 
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^My drcaw house will lie in a ciuiri 
green ^ladc ... with gabled roipfs. 
and picture windows... and a 'vieyra 
bathroom in ivory and ro.sewood hiown 





(il. \SS 


Bansi Lai may be new 
union agriculture minister 


Mr Btnii Uil ouy be iit' 
ducted into the centre] 
cebioit to replace Reo 
Blrentfre Slnih ea union 
agriculture miniiier. 
According to (he grapevine 
(hit U a reward for not de* 
sertlng Mr Bhejen Lai dor* 
ing the tenie dayi of minti' 
(ry formation in Haryana. 
However thU could also be 


i 
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lanaf ieJ; anfoe eUniarer^ 


a rumour circulated by the Bhajen Lei cemp in order 
CO piwent Mr Benti Lei from deserting to the Lok Dal 
oppoeition ltd by Mr Devi La). 

No Bailadila report yet 

The Surene judiciel commission, constituted m April 
1979 to investiMie the Mlice firing at the BailadiU irgn 
ore mines in Klrendul, Bastar, is yet to submit its report, 
though its term expired on 1 March 19S2 The commis* 
lion was appoint^ ^ the Janata government of MP 
chief minister, V. K. wM^e to probe the incident in 
which at least len labourers died and 44 were injured, 
though reports allege that hundreds of labourers were 
killed. The conmission, which was lo submit lu report 
within three months and heeded by Justice Surene of 
the M? High Court, sought facilities never 
previously accorded to such bodies. Despite the 
expfry of its term end the fact that Justice Surena 
retired some months ago, the commission continues to 
enjoy its privileges and there Is no sign of its report. 

Minister; TV personality 

The Mahareshtra Mantralaye'i publicity department 
does not seem to have got over its addiction to thb TV 
picked up during Mr AAtulty’s time when Bombay TV 
viewers sew him at least twice ereiyr evening Dr 
Shrikent Jichker, 26, the minister of state for 
publicity seems lo be gecclru a lot of txpoeure on TV 
ihese days. A cheque of Rs If.OOO was to be given to the 
family of e policeman who wta killed wUU cEaslng a ear 
susp^ad to be cerrylflg UUdi Uouot For thm. the 
Bombay police comnusiiooer, Mr JuUo Rabelro, wae 
fumaoned lo (ha Maneralaya and Dr Jichkar handed 
over the cheque ia the fuU ^ara of TV llghu and 
iHilrrfag eamaras. lha twomjAQta eoramo&y coet the 
state CKChoqw aevaraJ kusdrod rupaoa. 

\ 

Taxing proUem 


Tba lAcoaw’tax dapartaeac has accuiautotad so magy 
forms and flUa at lUveiraa Kouee, ita Delhi baadquar* 
tarv, tbm the department Js Hading It difficult to protect 
maaiaa of formi and ■ewefihda from redeen. At 
least thm oew cemmiseloaeri are squataed Into 
craned rnaka shift effkaa and. whai u woraa. the 
deptrauBt mnaoe And eaBmledeMr4aval work lor 
them. Two problem la of thOfOTe M mo f s own makfng. 
Beeiaea of etap^rieii in the Indian Reveeua Sarvke, 
the eeventaam had burrladly prameeed several offiears 
to (Sa.rommiielfmer level wfthoet ceaaldaring whachar 
ibare'wne aneugii work for them. 


Bohras picket bank 
for being “antiJsIam’' 


Mullahs, backed by the heed of the Dewoodi Bohre 
conimiml^ihave been picketing the Bombey Mercantile 
Cooperative Bank. The muUehs* brendiahlng placards 
and banneri and carrying copies of the kdnn, were 
agitating on (he grounds that ihe bank's ''interest system 
is forbio^n as per the rules of Islam.** This is the second 
attack on the tmnk by the fundamentalist section of the 
community. In 1979, according to bank officials, the 
Syedna reportedly made attempts to foist two nomln* 
ated meioeers of the priesthood on to the bank's board 
of directors. When the move failed the Syedna ordered 
his followers to withdraw their accounts from the bank 
and three crore rupees worth of business was lost. The 
deputy minister of state for finance, Mr Viquar Momin 
leo a gelegation to the mullahs in a bid to ap^ase them. 
This move has been condemned by Mr Asgar All 
Engineer, one of the leaders of the rerurmist section of 
the sect. The bank, which has 29 branches and a 
turnover that exceeds Rs 2,000 crorei. was established 
by a group of Bohras in 1939 and was dominated by that 
community till 1947. After independence it edofned a 
secular character throwing its services open to all. 

Bhosale children’s huge bills 

When Maharashtra CM Babasaheb Bhostla eomea to 
Delhi be not only has to son out major political problami 
but minor family onas as well. During a recent visit to 
the capital. Mr Bnosale was handed a taxi bill for over Rs 
2,000 Incurred by his newly married son during his 
honeymoon trip to Agra. Earlier, his daughter. Miss 
Saroj Bhosale. chalked up e slseable texJ bill On both 
occasions, Maharashtra Sedan officials in Delhi had 
refused the Bhosale children's request for office can. Mr 
Bhosale paid in cash when die bills were presented to 
htm bur was heard to remark to soma officials—why 
didn't you advise (hen to go by train or bus. 

Mrs Gandhi remembers Chavan 







oeas a Job CBaraa: btdr ii favour 


Ht’Y. B. Chavan may land himself with the chair* 
maoslup of the eighth flnanca comnlHloo. The post was 
initially oHered to Mr Kaodapati TripathI but (hereafter 
(WO Imporunt things bappenad. Mrs G«ndhi*i pvty and 
therefore her personal enarismi look a beating at the 
busiings on 19 May and promptly Messars Vasaatdada 
Patil and Y. B. Chavan. the tvro hitherto warring 
Margtba chieftains, publicly made up their differences 
and solemnly promised to fight, not against anyone else 
In pertlruar. but for good causes. This was enough for 
warning bells to ring at 1. Safdarjang Road and Mr 
Trtpeihi's job was Mr Cbavan’s for the aslung. 






Tr>« Giiktt Sv9t**n 4 iwniqu* dciign 

(nnovtdon that mih«i pr#Mvi4 coohino w Mf* 
4« 00illn9 wkW. A ilet In 1h« Itdov^r m« rv5b«r 
0 ««kel provkjtea M(t,s«»r« outlet fo« ttMfn 
whon rt rMchee dengtrous levoli . 

The GRS mekee too New Prestte* ontf 
totally aate oreaaurt cooker 


Howeowlvofk? 

All pftMUfe cookers use steam to cook 
lood faster Sometimes more aleam then 
4 needed Ouiidi up instde me cooker 
U r>der normel condiliore tfiis 4 fet oft fiom 
me we*ef>t valve orr me toe. if mra veet oeto 
ck^glad w>m food it could teed to en erupton 

in me New Prestige.en me rare occasion 
when steam builds ue esceaaively. 
the QR8 enables me rubber garnet to 
espeod and stretch out ol the slot and 
let off the steam downwards safety 


S • 


GasKtt RAleste Systom 


TheOM 


ProdtM 



When you replace a safely piu9 you may pel a 
spurtoua one Thts will net work m an amargency. 
Unforiunaiafy you have no way el taWng a paouma 
from a spurious salaty pfup taka a chanea? 
TWf dffp WCVff* MfU fp MOM 


No. fwcataH. 

Thera la noihlnp to 
raplaM AJIyoudO 
once ffia iiaam la let 
outJaputfttfia 
rubber paakaibaeh 
Mo tnasioiwimi 
spoon.clpanthpvant 
«iduaa. 


prestige^ 


I #' 
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EXCLUSIVE 


A 


NAYAK 


Do we remember 
Arafat and the 
Palestinians? 


M Mr YiiMr Arilit, 

^ A / rht PilMtlnt LiWi* 

m/1/ tlen OrtiniitUon 

V V chl«f. lanStd Ja N«i« 

V V Dtlhi Utf month with* 
out mu^ notico, lomi obiorvirs 
oxprtKod lurprlM. HUroraork tut 
hit tolki with PHfflo Mlalitor Gin- 
dhl would bt ^il|nlllcinc tnd fruit¬ 
ful* boloro thoy woro tvon hold 
only dioptnid lAi myttvy. But tbo 
loviramtnt of IndU pourtd cold 
witor on iMOulitieni by ititlog 
thit thf vlift wii imponoat la tb« 
lonio thit (hi PLO cblif wti on 
Importini pirton but nothing noro. 
Howivtr, thi ipiculitloai woro 
DiVir Ht it r«sc. 

Thi liTMll ittick on PLO itron- 
pbold ind thi ocoupttloii of 
Libiniii lirriiory inocittr (bit 
Mr Arifi( hid comt on t million. 
Hi kniw ibout Uroil’i prepirt* 
tloni for in ittick ind wtntid Mrs 
Gindhl to tilk to Wisbington to 
priviU upon Til Aviv not (o do so. 
Indli did coAfiy Mr Arifii'i fiin 
to Amtrlci but m vain. Mr Arofit'i 
Wilt CO Pilditin Wii for th« Mini 
purpoii, to sii if Gin. Zii could bi 
suoi to UM hli good officii with 
Amirlci to itop t£«tl. Wiihingtoo 
did not do iftythlaibiciuii thi 

a fUlb lobby fai thi CT&ii m icrong 
I no idauilitntion cu ifford to 
diiplMH it^rciculirly ia an oliO- 
(too yiir. (tno VS Houm of lUpro* 
lOBtitivii wlU bo iliciid chli 
NotiBbor, tloag with oni-thlrd of 
tbi otniCi aoabinX Ivga ochar- 
wIm. AiBirloi coniidin tiraol a 
TWlaoU iUy Int boitUi vot. Bcypi 
undiT KoAl Mubartk (i thougm to 
bi iguait thi Ciap iMvld iceord. 


dlHdid aad nivir go ovv to thi 
RumIm ildi. Thi iltuiclin li fipld- 
ly chiBglng ind ivin i country tiki 
PikJitio, which li dtpendint on 
Amorlcin alUtinr btrawirt, hii 
bigun to tilh to RuiaJa Indlrootly. 
tbiri if M ytt M UkiUhood of 
pr^RuwliB fiiUaii bolng whlppod 
up la thi Afib world biciuii tht 
rulin. bi tbiy klngi or allittry 
dlctitorOi do not wtni Uio populoco 
to tiki (hi polltlcil iniilitlvi. Buc 
■Btl'AairlciB f otUng lo thi arii li 
growlni it lueh t pact (bit It li 
curaiag into a diip-roottd hoicsllty. 

Thiro li 00 doubt tbit Mokow 
wlU Ml 111 Idli through all thJi. Thi 
vary fact ihai It bai domandcd 
ivicuidon of tiriiJi iroopi from 
tibanon ii ilgoiflcini. It hat 
ilriidy rtapid tht dividonds of 
thii ititioiint and an earliar warn¬ 
ing by Preildinc Broahnav lo liraal 
to effect a ceasefire forthwith. The 
Arabs are Increasiogly swinging to 
the Ruuian sidet not for IdecKogkal 
reejons but In a fit of anij*U> 

In (hi USSR they find a n^^.>n>nv 
chord Bi|d Arab rulers will iMte tu 
taka noace of«<his one day 

America hai^hurt iti uedibtihv 


lat wherp j^erloi li ccoainlai 
I BUtlhi U ia ooBdnufng to pro- 
Mfw (biiT'lhi Anbb wtll rtaala 


From a saWah point of 
vlaw, India'slukawam 
retKtion to Israel's 
aggreasion Is probably 
Junfled, but then Nehru 
once 9«/d that where 
aggreaaion takee place 
and where freedom le 
thnatened. India cannot 
and will not stay neutral. 


thi molt. Whatovar Mr Philip 
KaWb, chi ipedal VS piieldiAilai 
iBvoy, Bay My ivid le cgoAdeMa. 
the Arab countrloa will not taka 
him Mrioufty any aore. They Bay 
not danouBOi him but thay know in 
(heir heani that bli miialoa Is only 
a facada and it li Iiraari aggrai' 
ilviAiti that ii a raality. 

India bai ofica again aiaiad the 
bus, It should hatt Jtimpid into the 
aitna, cons ultmi Rusaia oa tba one 
hand and the Arab countries and 
America on the othoTi to find a 
com non ground which In any caia, 
even without Naw Delhi biina in 
(hi plerure, wll) e merge one day. 
Had Nihru baen lUea, ha would 
hava picked a Krishna Menon to 
ratlitir the priianci of India and 
othar NoB-AligQid countries. But 
Mrs Gandhi ooai net belliva In 
uklng such a diplomatic Inltlatlva 
lilt It should fail and give her a bad 
nama. If sha had cried, aha would 
hava eamad India soma apprMia- 
rlon for having attastptid to stop 
tha war even at the ixpanaa w 
burning bar fingers. 

Perhaps this kind of oxerclii 
does not go well vrlih her current 
efforts to mend fences with Ami^ 
ica. Had sha spoken out, It would 
have meant attacking the VS. Hew 
couid she do this when htr visit to 
America was only throe weeks 
away? It is significant chat Mrs 
Gandhi's alltoce synchronUed with 
tha westam Aid India ConiorriUB's 
announcement of Increesed aid to 
India. Prom a salflib point of view, 
India's lukawarm raaction to 
Israal't aggression is probably Justi¬ 
fied. buc then Nehru once said that 
whare aggression cakes place and 
whara freedom is threatened, India 
cannot and will not slay neutral. 
India avan forgot her rola as a 
founder-meniber of (he Non- 
Aligned movanentf She should 
have (iken the inltletive to con¬ 
vene a meeting to at lestst condemn 
Israel’s blatant invasion. Evary 
time Israel gets away with it. 

As regards the Arabs themselvas, 
I rhink that thay have grown soft 
end flabby. I recall that when I 
toured the area soon after larael'e 
1V67 war against tha Arabs. I found 
I he peopla angry but unwilling (o 

E ive up tba goM life to prepare to 
it back. In comparison, whan 1 
went re the other side. I found the 
Israelis detennlned and fired with 
tht spirit of nadonallim. Since then 
the Arabs have come Into their new 
oil wealth and I can well imitlst 
how much more cushy their llfea- 
tyle has becoma. New they hava an 
evan lessar desire to li^t. Indeed, 
this was avldant during the recent 
round of hostiUtiee: toe Arab na¬ 
tions were diffident even about 
speaking. To practically avery Mnt- 
ence, tha Arata affix‘‘/nahaulhtA’' 
whiia sipping coffea endlessly- That 
ti aU. 
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‘Brutal murder' 



aoem 



Dire straits 


T ht cover sien. A world at war (30 
M>iy 1 , wes Mth informtttve end 
ttmely. Indeed, the preseni'dty world 1$ 
in dire sir4its\ every rountrV. bi4 or 
!<milK la eu|er to wage wer to further iie 
own interetti. If they ao desired» the two 
superpowers. Husvie end the USA. could 
have used their influence end |ood 
offices to meiniein peace in the world: 
instead, ihev are overtly end covtnly 
supportinit the wennon|ers. They have 
even reduced the UNO to a oafunct 
iniernaiional club 
K A iVair. Katlabatam (fferafa^ 


A superb cover stroy; it revealed the 
eviU of war If the present trend can* 
tmuesi a ihird world war i$*incvitable. 
The UN must find a lasting solution 
Iminediateiy. 

Oebar/s Chaiitrjet, Bansdrofii <Wost 
Brngali 

War cannot be Mopped till such lime man 
undergoes a radical iransfortnaiion. War 
IV the result of man's passions and ambi- 
tions. The remedy lies in spiritualism 
which preaches that all men are e^ual 
and that the world is their temple> 

A. N Voeraraghavan. Bombay 

This hes reference to the first cover story 
report. Argentina es Britain: A fMt orer 
principles. Mrs Thatcher, after ^uoging 


her country inio wer with Artentitia, la 
facing a strange predicament. She is isow 
under tremendous preemre end this is 
bound to reflect on her polincal future. 
SubhesAfs Ray. Vanirihar 

It was heartening to leant froo Sorjeti vs 
A/ghan rebels; A ftewing resistance that 
the Af^ian muiabideen moveiBenc Is 
proving Itself increasingly affective. 
Howerer, It is unfortgMia tbct the aiw> 

( aMdeee ere not r eceiviaa any aappect, 
rom India How does fn^ eaplain its 
stand, panicularly after havii^ encsded 
uru^uaflfitd suppm to the Vieicong dur* 
ingihe Viemam war? It isa piiy that New 
D^hi has cKoaen to recognise the puppet 
regime of bebrsk Kermal end Ises not 
uttered a single compessionaie word m 
support of the cbIUmas of Afghen re* 
fugets in Pakistan and Iran. Wa Indlasi 
owe an explanaiion to the Afghans. 
MUiir Rain, Cakuite 

V$A rs USSR: Cufiniag for peace was a 
masterpiece. The Russians cerieinly out* 
shsdow the Amttkens when it comes to 
wsrmongerina. they have exploited the 
concept of Mtente to get loans end 
technology from the west withooi ever 
abandoning their efforts to build up a 
huge war machinery to destroy the west 
itself. The Stmet ineasion of Afghanistan 
and the polittcal intervention in Poland 
were far more sinister than America's 
involvement in the Vietnam war. Alao, 
President Reagen's contention about the 
Soviet military buildup holds water: the 
Russians ere disiinctly superior In terms 
of mluiles end conventional arms. And 
what's worse, they refuse to allow any 
inspection or survey of their armoury. 
Their policy Is, *hesds we win. tails you 
lose.' 

X. Svsnta. Cafcurra 

After reading fodia vs Rakistan: Jew^jaw 
over o^war pact. I am convinced ^et 
General 2ia and Mrs Gandhi are only 
playing games. Pakitten can never pose 
any senoas threat tb Indie; it has neftber 
the resources ntw the general capability. 
Besidcv General Zia has enough iniena! 
problems to cope with. It is time for Indie 
to stop weibng and re seriously consider 
the repercussions of ihe Soviet occupa¬ 
tion or Afghanistan 
M. Salauddin. Bereset (West Bengal) 

Instead of Good Newr (ibe Mac was 
missing) the 30 issue oi Suvoay 
carrieo news' ui the form of the 
cover story. 

Jagajibeo Satpetbi, Jacai (Orissa) 


T he report by Tooshar Pandit and 
Umeth Anand, Death of an auditor 
(23 Mayx proved that eomiptlon iovari* 
ably prevails over honesty. 

Chandan Ray, Calcutta 

The report gave a clear picture of Saswa* 
re Dcs' bniral murder. Why has the 
actiflg diaimen of Coal India, Dr B. L. 
Wadhera. offered to pay compensation to 
the bereaved family? Wh^ is he trying to 
rub salt into s deep wound? 

Rabindra Sath. Vixianagram (Andhra 
Fradesh) 

Sumdav has done it again; thanks. Gone 
are the days when men of integrity were 
considered an asset to our society: nowa- 
day I such people are Just bumped .off, as 
was apparent from the report by Tooshar 
Pandit and Umesh Anand. 

A/ex Felicia, TirucAy 

Ari incisive and shocking account of the 
brutal murder' Svnuav Mould publish a 
followup on the case. 

Geuram Bhatfacharya. Caieutia 

The entire Dhanbsd Jhsria coal bell has 
been converted into a playground for the 
local mafia and politidani. I appeal to 
5i.ivbAV to throw more light on the crimes 
committed ia this area. I alio appeal to 
Messrs G. P. Agerwal A Co. to spare no 
effort in bringing the kUleri of aaswata 
Das to book. 

Miki Afehra. Ca/cutta 

A brutal murder indeed. The Inveiiiga. 
lion by Tooshar Pandit and Umesh 
Anand told e sordid tale. The culprits 
must be brought to book. 

Archana and Diana Soor, Calcutta 

It seems that we are living in a /ungle. 
Baiwaia Das was the sole breedeamer of 
his family: BCCL should extend whaiev* 
er help possible to (he bereaved family. 
Bulbul and Tultul Chosh. Calcutta 

A bold and unbiased investigation in* 
deed. Even a child can unfola the mys* 
eery behind the death of Seswaia Das; 
but the police ere keeping silent. As for 
ibe local administration, it has proved e 
failure; this is evident from the fact that 
the law and order situation continues to 
deteriorate In Dhanbtd district. 

Kabul Kumar. Dhanbad 


On Akbars and Sondhis 


I n his letter under Encounter with Hm- 
da fanatics (Opinion. 23 May) Hardeep 

Singh Send hi of Jodhpur picked oA Pn 
isolated incident and blew It out of 
proportion, ff s few poor and illiterate 
people refuse to car^ the luggage of 
co.pet*«ngars, how can they be called 
Hindu fanatics? I personally reel that Mr 
Sondhi jusi found an excuse to tarnish 
the image of Hindus. It was clearly a case 
of Sikh bigotry againsr Handuisn.Has Mr 
Sondhi ever thought about the fanatic* 
ism of those Sikhs who roeenily killed a 


number of Hindus? Has be thought about 
those who hare the very sight of 
smokers? 

O. F. Sabai Hew Delhi 

M. J. Akbar must have spent sleepless 
nights after rectivlag Mr Sondhi'i letter. 
In Mr Sondhi he must have found e 
competitor for tbe aAti*Kindu knight* 
hood. If the Soodhis end the Akbars 
unite, they will prove more daogeroua 
then half e doacn mielear bomba. 

Ajiir Kuaaar. Caicutrt 


Rubik calling 

T his is to inform readers of Sunday 
that Radio Budapen Is running a 
worldwide competi^n on e problem set 
hy Rmo Rubik ofthe cube fmne. TIm 
entries for the competlilon wall alao be 
judged by him and prises will include 
eutographed CMlet of Rubik's book on 
the cube. Detaua of the competition can 
be had froRL 
‘Have a go with Reblk,' 

Radio Buoapait, 

Brody SandOT uica. S>7, 

H'lgte, Budafeit (Huruaiy). 

Sydipta c£daa» Mueii^tJWmr Bet^aD 

















Biased report? 


/^on^atulttions to P«r(h« S. B«oerie« 
Vp/for ihrowinc light on iho priDCiples, 


policies onil practices of the mysterious 
organisation called Ananda Merg fWhai 
ii Ananda Marg all abwi? 16 May). Ir it 
abundantly clear that the so^alled God 
incarnate. Anandmunt Pravat Renjan 
Serkar. is actually a sadist and a cruel 
explniier of his oreinwathed disciples. 
Whet disturbed me most was Anandmur* 
ri*8 reported comment that "violence is 
the essence of life.'' 

Amuien^u Sen. SiOdH f Bihar) 


Marg appeers to be • complete farce. Its 
success and popularity can only be attri¬ 
buted to the frustratKWS and depravity 
in our society. 

Mainsk Da, Cakutta 


The report was biased. It is a pity that 
iournaiisis no longer take the trouble to 
verify their facts before commit tine 
them to print. If Partha S. Baoer^ could 
cuntact those who have dafecfed from 
the Ananda Marg to compile bis report, 
couldn't he have cootaaod a few eciive 
Margis lo present a balanced view of the 
organiution? It was clear from the re* 
port that Mi BaftCTjea made no aiiempi 
to contaci activa Marais. 

5ubo^ 5inJie. ^felr £whj 


The Anenda Marg is a bundle of contra¬ 
dictions; there Is a airiking incoftsistency 
ID the cardinal principles of the organisa¬ 
tions. For instance,under ‘PMdidn'thira 
foondas to Jr/fi vs' Sarveswarananda 
Awadhoof told Barun Chosh that ‘we 
don't approve of violence ;** but Pertha S. 
Benarjet quoted Anandmurti as saving 
that 'Miioleoce is the essence of life..." 


Once again. Sarveswarananda said, ‘We 
do not believe in the philosophy of 


do not believe in the philoso^y of 

r dmen...” andi in sharp contrast, Parthe 
Beneriee described Anandmurti a»the 


S. fienerjee described Anandmurti < 
‘aJI'seeini God incarnate." 
Chanda/f Bhattasharyva. Cakutta 


The report was very timely. The Ananda 


A disappointing investigation indeed. 1 
had eapecied an Impartial report on the 
conirovetsiel orgaaisaiien. Pan ha $. 
Bencrjee only quoted ea-Margis, thereby 

C ivl ng a very biased picture On t he other 
and. Benin Ghosh's Interview with $ar< 
voswaranenda was equally onesided be¬ 
cause it only gave a Ifargi's viewMints. 
How then was the Simoav reader ea* 
peeled to distinguish between ihe right 
and the wrongs 

/ M. MankaJ. Gandhidhaat. Gu/arar. 


Reflections on Rekha 


A nil Saarl's interriew with Rekha. */ 
Aavenf rpoJren for so many years...' 


/\Aavenf spoken fat so many years...' 
(23 May), was fantastic. However J got 
the impression thei very often ine ac¬ 
tress was just beating about the bush. 
Whare she could simply hove said that 
she is a perfectionist. Rekha tost track of 
what she was trying to convey. 

SAarar Sartngj, Bombay 


Sindhoor li a north lodlan custom which 
has gradually travelled to the south. 

V. Dvrsa Prasad, Saw belAi 


While congraiuUiing Rekha for her bold 
replies iv Anil Seen*! queries I cannot 
help expressing my surprise over the 
sindAoor reme^ 


sindAoor remark 

Suinen V, MangalampaUt. Kaibapvr 


Rekha it not only a prerty looking girl 
but also a great actress. 

Jayanra Xumar BAadury, Calcutta 


In the olden days, unmarried women in 
Andhra Pradesh used to put agu/u bottu 
fbindi) on their foreheads. Nowadays 


An unusual, exhaustive and Indtptb in¬ 
terview; eofigratulaiions to Suvday. 
Rekha has proved thet she is number one 
In conversation as wall. Her views on life 
are very clear. I strongly luspecr that one 
day she will be in a position to speak 
auibohuUvtly on aubjects like human 
relatioaahiPf communication and be¬ 
havioural acienca. 

M. S. Kriskoa, Afyaora 


(hey do apply the sjndboor but only on. 
their foreheads (as bfndi^ not in ineir 


their foreheads (as MnoM not in 

maang- 

S. V. K. Prasad Xao, Howrah 


5utdAoor has no significance In Andhra 
Pradesh; married women wear the mun- 
ge/sutr* 

ZUarmfsrAa Jothi, WarangaS 


Rekha bad oothing special to say. 
T. Sagar^an, AlJaoahad 


The laiervlew did not give ua a clear Idea 
AbMt (be Aaiiabb-lwtBa aflalr. 


About (be Amitabb-Rakha aflalr. 
Suamda $. Sassnal ChowHiv iOrissa) 


If at all uBoiBiried, Telugu-speakmg 
woman put stndfioor In their maang, it is 
only a fashion. These woman do aot know 
(ba tlgnjiicanca of the^’odhoor. 

/ Nagaswara Rao, Taapur 


t waa glad to learn that preparttioiu are 
doot to suge a sacona (Mraonuclear 
blast (Astorhar nvdaar biast at PokHraa? 
9 May). China went nuclear years ago. 
and now Pakistan, with the help of 
petrodollars, u developing (he tsiamk 
bomb. India cannot live on God’s mercy; 
ii must go nuclear as early as possible. 
G. P. Yadat, Barraekpora fWast B^gal) 


Tfm nw (ton was dangerous. Why did 
Shubbabrara Bhattacharya try to eipose 
India's nuclear echievemems, penicular- 
ly at a time whan we are facing war 
threats? Besidai keeping our nuclear 
potaniiala a secret, w# ^uld also be 

C roud of our brave scientists. 

. A. Nair, Dvrgapur 


Tha deoee of ignorance even amoog 
educated Indiana like Sbubhabrau Shat- 


educated Indiana like Sbubhabraia Shat- 
tacharyp about nuclear (ecbnology pnd 
the nuclear esrabltabment is both appaU- 
ing and frightening. 

TO begin with, Mr Bhaitacharya 
claimed that the country’s first peactiul 
nuclear explosion tot^ place In 1974. It li 
a distortion of any human language to 
use (he word 'peaceful' or Us equivalont 
(0 desCTibe the tetilag of a device (hat 
can kill thousands M human baings with¬ 
in seconds, and thouaandi more slowly, 
over long periods of time, from the 
effects of fall out. 

Mr Bbattacharya quoted the villagers 
at Fokhran as saying (hat (heir well oad 
not been affected by radioactivity. Who 
can blame the villagers for their ignor¬ 
ance? Radioactivity can neither be fvU, 
nor seen, nor smelt, nor tasted So ihe 
villi^rs believe all the propaganda that 
ii dished out to them by those in whose 
interest it is that they >houJd remain 
ignorent. In reiUry. the effects of a '*ow 
dose of radiation are insidious, but 
nonetheless Fatal; cancer, Jeukaemia, 
premature aging and congenitally de¬ 
formed offsprings. 

Finally, the report included a detailed 
analysis of fusion and fission. U is a pity 
that Mr Bhattacharya made no attempt 
to deKribe the actual effects of nuclear 
explosions on the human body and the 
threat posed to life in general on earth. 1 
am sure that this would have been of 

K eater interesr lo the readers of Sukday 
an the differences between fusion and 
Fission. Academic in Format ion devoid of 
an understanding of (he practical reali- 
lies la, a( best, meaningless, and •( worst, 
misleading. 

Janet £. (hnguly, Jagdisftpar (BrAar) 


I w«i aurprlaed to read Rekha’t remark 
chat uomarned, Talugu-epcak^ women 
pQi siMihoor bi their gseesg- Tma la not 
true. I cannot understand bw a celebrity 
Uka Rtkha co«l4 atka nch ao irraa* 


Rekha is not competent efiougb to speak 
about Andhra c ustoma. And soe is hardly 


Deeply^ hurt 


ponUbla 

R 


Rama, CUrtoar 


I wlib le Jump te eba rescue d uimar- 
Hed, Teluga-epeaklng women; they do 

MtBa Baa adMdaratood the ttfugu 
WMttvtOM 


about Andhra c ustoma. And soe is hardly 
^tified in caDlng herself an Andhraice 
True, her mother belonged to Andhra 
Pradesh; but her father was a Tamilian. 
Rekha was bom and brought up in 
Madm by her Taoil^rpeakiBg parents. 
What would she know about the suidAoor 
cuatocn In Andhra Pradesh? 

K. K. Cbidambann, Caiewta 


I wish 10 draw your attention to the 
sfory, Bhajan 1^: The ff!r;ecAer (6 


X story, tsnajan tne ntjaatariv 
June) by ^bubhabrata Bhattacharya. The 
chief minister is deeply hurt to read the 
baseless report. It seems that there has 
been a delioerate aitanpt to tarnish the 
Image of rhe chief minmqr and perhaps 
someone has misguided your reporter, 
Devj BAahkar Prahhakar, Joint director. 
pvbJK r^iatiorts (Hityana^, Now DMA/. 


teira PotU sroo the oetioiial award 
twicu; Shobha got it at the age of 17. So 
mky all this fuM about Rekha wianini it 
ogcottiheageofi;? Beaidei. Rekha ddd 
got dnarri the aword. 

CbandApa Dvtta, BanAvra (Warn BaagaSl 


Last letter 


A fter her 'victory' in the FalklanJs 
will Mrs Margaret Thatcher now 
plan a re-occupaiion of Jndid? 


curra 


ti 







COVER STORY 



MGR NOMINATES 


AN HEIR 


Her close association with chief minister M. G. Ramachandran, both on and off 
the sets, has made film actress Jayalalitha's entry into the star-spangled politics 
of Tamil Nadu raise many curious eyebrows. From all indications MGR has at 

last founa a political heir, says ANITA PRATAP 


1 » th« tri of poll* 


T tl« Acting miy ht acting'tnd 
polltlci may ^ politics but 
rho twain hava mat. |lvin| a 
naw and ilittarJni dimtnsion 
to Indian public lifa. This pha* 
nomanoA. born in Tamil Nadu haa 
boon caatlng iti glow on tha naighbour* 
ing aoutharn aiataii whara film lumi* 
narJai like X. T Rama Rao and Rai 
Kumar hava Jumpad into tha poUtica) 
fray. IntallictuaJi, atUiihtanad public 
opinion and diahard itatasman may 
avinca contampt, luspiclon or alarm at 
thli now world of acar*ipanglad pels* 
ties and 'flim flam* politicians, but tba 
fact ramalnirit U an unbaatabla com¬ 
bination. And tha concapt li catching 
on fait. 

With Jayalalicha't amarganca In 
Tamil Nadu politics, tha romanca ba- 
rwtan film and politics has aattlad into 
Aarriaia. Clamour politics iS com- 
plat#. Jayalalitha was tha Tamil clnt- 
na*« most nlimorous haroina and at 
tba ranith ol her career in 1975. whan 
all of a sudden she renounced acting. 
As a romantic duo, MCR and jayala- 
lithe were a great hit, havina starred 
in 28 successful films In tact, the 
romance on the silver screen is said to 
have permeated their personal lives, a 
feeling thei became a belief when 
kIGR ojscarded aJl other heroines end 
decided to act only with Jayalalitha 
fur some years. That they are ex¬ 
ceedingly close to each other even 
today IS indubitable 
On 4 June the glamour quaen Joined 
tha ruling AlADl^ party, chou^ her 
entry was not entirely unexpaertd. On 
tha contrary tha DMK dailiaa had been 
crying themaelvea hotrae pradlcting 
hat entry. While many fael her politic* 
tl debut will have lima or no political 
impact, a non*avtnt In fact, othart, 
apart rrum DMX members end snn* 
pathlaan bestow considerable poutic* 
al aignlficanca to the "oomph girl* 
Joining politics Reactioni ere nlMd 
and varied The DMK eapocted the 
wont and now tha worai has come 
true-‘-a vicious mudillnging cimNlgji 
hit already begun. However. Mr Keru- 
nenidhl and other top DMK (Mdara 
■re dehberitaly pUying Ic down and 
the normally vwuble DmK chlaf's re- 
^Bpt^ae to her poli tkal debut, WM_i_ 


liconlc "no camzEifnr.'*The film Indus¬ 
try is too bvey to analyee the polliicel 
ramificetim. The AlADMK wes pro* 
dictebly thrilled and as U is clearly a 
ona-nan party, anything MCR says, 
loei Thera art many who feel that 
MCR hunaelf haa profiled her out of 
seclusion Into politics 
Political observers ere watching the 
scene with avid interest as they feel 


her latest move is very algntfleant In 
the context of state politics. According 
to • number of critics. Jayalalithe's 


decisluA is only an open confimation 
of her role over the past two years. It Is 
wldtly believed that the actress and 
BharitniMa dancer li chief mla liter 
MGR's pouticel chereogrtpher. As one 
ol the persons ciosesc to him, she is 
reported to have influenced a number 
of hli decisions. One of the DMX 
deillts his even gone to the extent of 
celling her the "ex>offlcio chief minis¬ 
ter.*' nowevar, contrary to popular 
notions Jayalalitha Is not Just e pretty 
face, she is intelligent, perceptive, 
levelheaded and likely to blossom into 
a shrewd politician. As sbe baraelf told 
SvNOAv "I am not a person to be taken 
lightly." 

Whether she is aecrctly married to 
MGR or not <for thet matter she is also 
supposed to have married Talugu film¬ 
star Shobhan Babu during seven* 
year n/t with MGR from 1973 to 1980) 
as rumourmongeri would have one 
believe, is not Important. Whet is tnie 
end what really nmnerf Is MGR’s and 

ra alitbe'l Influence on eedi other. 

#R Is Muruga. Jaudd his 
wife is Dovyanl (Lord Murun's Hnt 
wife) end Jiyelauthe is his vtlH (his 
secou .vrlfeT Mukte V. Brlahrtiaa. 
wellkaown film producer end dfrectoTi 
has tone on record long ego aaylag 
thii JeyalgUthe wee e munt in nlmi 
and att H she bed entered poUtfea she 

would bm been e greet sueeeaa. *?eo* 
)le have alwen m6 that 1 am cut out 


I lia neve uwen mo »ei i am cut oi 
or pelicka.* jayelaUtha told Bpiimi 
* 1 d fact, meal a cham eak me sAy 


daleyed mr dadaica ae leu.* 
Fwticgl rapercuisiaM mataly 


I 


ticel rapermsasiaM maiaty item 
from the feci dial JayiUUthala a very 
ee^deua itomia tta la mi to 
be conceal with Juac paradUg ae the 
AUDMK'i beanar Of paiMur er betag 
dia perm's ileguH ssraeoBeai Att 


serves to ettrici votes hke files. She 
values herself for her intelligence and 
tbilitii^telents which* have not been 
exploittd during her film career. 
She'll work hard at achieving success, 
it proving her telant and carving a 
distinct niche for herself In politics as 
she did in her studies and career. As 
she Mid. ”1 have this determlnatlon...a 
sort of grit that I must succeed In 
whetever I take up, whether 1 like It or 
not. I must be at the top." Bhe li 
shrewd enough to reellse tnet capita¬ 
lising on her reme or MGR'i unstinted 
support will only take her so far. no 


Jeyafe/ftba: the aw bomb 
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To Toich mw te lo 

pr*pAr< ehe ground, ytttrk hwd tnd 
ftdnm fame in tbe sphere of pobtin 
coo. She B awere that sne wilt first 
'hive to eicabtiih herself as a diligent 
and devoted social worker and party 
worker. Of course they could be sonv 
truth to her claim that she genuinely 
wants to serve the people. 

For a scan, she will probably be 
entrusted with the task ot developing 
the women's wing of the AIADMK; the 
single largest group of MGR's voters 
are women, particularly rural women. 
At for specihc programmes. MGR had 
announced a few months ago that his 
Ra hundred crore free midday meal 
scheme will be handled exclusively by 
women .There it every indication that 
Jayalaliiha will be given charge of this 
programme, an excellent one to start a 
poliiital career with, due to its inbe* 
rent emotional appeal. This gives her 
an excellent opjwtunity to Duild tm 
sympathy and support in rural areas, ft 
can serve to project the impression 
rhat she Is not just a glaoigur girl but a 
do'gooder loc^particularly useful in 
the event of her contest ipg an election. 

The popular belief in Tamil Nadu it 
rhar she will be made a minisfer. And 
one does not have to wait for an 
election to be inducted into the 
cabinet. There is a short cut through 
the Legislative Council. What lends 
weight to this issunp»ion is that her 
entry<is well timed. Just prior to the 


leit Asaembly attsioA Ig February 
I9b2, MGR had promised a cabinet 
reshuffle. After aasumiag office in 
1977, he expanded hif cabinet in 1979. 
After he was elected for a second term 
of office in 19M, diere has been no 
akajor expanskm or reshuffle (exeadt 
for minor reallocatiousk Before the 
next Assembly session in September, 
he is likely to expand his cabinet in 
which case MGR can easily ir»duct her 
as the minister for social welfare or 
cultural affairs. But MGR being cau¬ 
tious to the point of inaction vrill 
proceed very slowly. Now ihauhere is 
talk of her Ming made a minister, it is 
all tou possible that he will clam up 
and play for time. There is a feeling 
that MGR IS grooming Jayalalitha as 
his successor—the future CM of Tamil 
Nadu but It's too early to give cre< 
denca to tucb talk. 


Karu/tanidhi: among the pionctn 

For a long time, it has beeif 
one way traffic in Tamil Nadu: from 
films to p^ics. It is the other way 
round DOW. Sertlag the new trendy 
number of niUng AIADMK legisla' 
tors and a Congressl!) MP nave, 
during the laii months, moved 
into the ruaie dasfe world of show 
business. R. Anbarasu, i Congres* 
s(I) MP. and rwo AIADMK MLAs, 
Vijaybaien and Dr K. Samarasam* 
have made their debut es actori. Or 
Samerasam alio runs a workshop 
on films and thinks he has the 
answer to the opposition leader K. 
Karunanidhi’s latest movie Thooku 
medsx (fellows) which is an ir\dkt* 
meni m the ruling party. 

Tirupur Manimaran. the chi^ 
whip 01 the mllng party has turned 
producer his first film Nitliul the- 
dum ntnjangal (shadov. s cnsMiig 
hearts) ii almost complete. Howev* 
er, two of his party MLAs—Koval 
Thampi and rollachl Ketnam— 
have already beaten hire to it; (heir 
first filot, rsyanangai mud/vsthf/* 
iar. has become a boxoffice hit. 
Another MLA, Navarasam G. K. 
SubramaalaB, is also all set for the 
releaae of bia fjrsc venture. 

Why are tbe |ipUiic ian s i urn I ng to 
crnema? Ong reason ii obvious; 
they want to make money. But 

C rba^ aspra .pnponani is their 
lief that tbpir. screen image could 
add shine td their political image 
and get ^liim'far. After all the 
silver screen contributed consider- 
ably to the success of both MGU 
ana Karunanidhi. 

'I He mamage berweeo films va4 
politics was first consumated when 
the foundcT'ieadcr of the DMK., C. 
N .Annadurai and Karunanidbi 
thought of using the serteo as a 
medium for promoting their politic* 
al ideas. Pollowinf this irau MGR 
came into ppliUca. Among th e les* 
ser luminaries to do so sire $. S 
Rajendran, now an AIADMK lieader 
who has played the lead to le in over 
100 films; Jaypeeyer. an AIADMK 
member of the Lmslative Council, 
who is a luccessfuj produci^r and 
the in/ormatton Biniiier. R. M. 
Veerappan, is alsoa prod vicar The 
Cojsgresafb's aoiwtr it Sivtjl 
GaneUB. 


O ne cap not cavil at MGR for want¬ 
ing Jayalalitha to become a minis¬ 
ter. He has always wanted women 
ttifiiSiers in bis caoinet, but has been 
Star-crosaed as far as this particular 
ambition goes. In the last cabinet 
there were two women. Ms P. T. Saras- 
wathu minister for social welfare, and 
Mt SubbaJakihmi Jagdeesan. minister 
for handJooms. Both defected to the 
DMK JQ the 1980 elections. Tbe pre¬ 
sent cabinet has only one.Ms Gomathi 
Srinivasan, minister for sodai welfare 
wbo is a junior, insignificant minister 
yet to distinguish herself. Besides. 
Jayalalitha has an added attraction— 
she can make a strong party stronger. 
But this can cut both ways as there 
might be disenchantment among the 
top leaders if they have to vm with 
Jayalalitha for MCR's attention in 
matters pulitical JayalaJitha’s entry 
into the AIADMK now gives her a 
lemtimate s^ in party affairs. 

^ late MGR has betn feeling the 
need for an effective help^. Uis busy 
schedule does not allow him to make 
frequent trlpn to (he mofussil areas to 
maintain close links with the rural 
people. Tbe need is accentuated tbe 
tact that Karuoaoidhi, cashing in on 
MGR's hectic pace in the state capital, 
has been making fre<)uent trips to'^he 
rural areas himself. In fact Karuna- 
mdhi once again started using the 
film medium to achieve fcus political 
ends—for example the film 
TTkookuoedax (gal^s) which ran into 
trouble with canson highlighted his 
loag march from Madurai to Tiruchen* 
dur. Jayalalitha is the next best substi¬ 
tute for MGR to regularly visit rural 
areas and maiQUin the party's mass 
run] base. For health reasoos too, 
MGR fiods it diRliculi to trava{ and 
make long speeches due to chrome eya 
and throat trouble (aver sfnea be was 
shot in tbe throat bv UrM.R. Radha, a 
popular fUm villain, io a fit of 
joiMusy, MGR has boon nursing an 
aitrtBtre seniitive throat). 

MGR w ahvays given Jayalalitha 
ipodal treasnaoe. wMt wostias many 
pa^a is the langdu he might go to 
eaw that her pwuon is la^tlimaed. 
Tbare art several such iastaocas of 
*»a^ treaawftt” After a stooe- 
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ihrowlnf incident ec JayililliheU 
house, mGR is lald to hive ordered a 
special contingent of Mcuriry Mrsoo* 
nel to be posted at her house, thiring 
the cricket Test match, the police were 
alleged to have treated her as a WIP. 
leiuting smartly (which they didn't do 
even for some ministers) ana scurrying 
about attending to her comforts. This 
escalated during the golden jubilee 
celebrations of the Indian talkies held 
in Madras in December l$81, e func* 
tion that was inaugurated by President 
Sanjivj Reddy The South Indian Fed* 
cration of the Film Chamber of Cum* 
merce hail arranged for senior cine 
artiste Sowcar Janaki to compere the 
prestigious programme. At the last 
moment there were orders from above 
that Sowcar Janaki be removed and 
Jayalaliehi be made the compere. The 
chamber was put to considerable diffi* 
cuUy as rehearsals were almost over 
and Sowcar Janaki had already put in 
soma hard work On the day of the 
function, rhe chamber swalluwed its 
embarrassment and requested Sowcar 
Janaki to hand over the show to 
jayaialaha. Smarting with humiliation 
Janaki srormed out of the halU tears 
streaming down her face. The photo 
graphs released by the state informa* 
tion department prominently featured 
javalalitha with MCR and the Presi 
dent. But ihe Madras Doordarshan 
came m for a heavy dose of criticism 
from MGR himself fur their *made<iu. 
ate coverage!' What really annoved 
MGR was that the camera rocuseo on 
Jevelaliiha only for a fleeting moment. 

mGR's relationship with Jayalalitha 
has always provided excellent grist tor 
the DMk's gossip roil). In fact she was 

S rovoked to send a lawyer's notice in 
•nuary 1982 to the eveninger Ethirot 
(a newspaper that has more leywer's 
notices than subscription s)ips).thre 
atening to take legal action if they 
continued with their scurrilous allega. 
cions. At the time of writing,Kilji (the 
editor) and Arcot Veerasami, (the 
managing director) ere languishing m 
jail for publishing scurrilous reports 
about certain ministers. And soon af* 
ter she became an AIADMK member, 
Rahman Khan, DMK MLA end ring* 
leeder of Assembly fisticuffs* induJgM 
in a bit of prurient distortion. (Quoting 
from Cenohiji, Jayalalitha had saio, 
"This body has been given us only in 
order that we may serve all mankind 
with it. We may not know God, but we 
k:now Ms creation. Service of his crea* 
uoft ia the service of God " Khan 
twH steel it end told the press "Jeyala* 
lithe haa said that her body is at the 
service of the public " 

Muriiaoli Maran, DMK MP and edi* 
tor of the DMK party organ ^AfurasoJi 
told SuMpAY/dennitely she is going to 
be a mi niiter. 1 believe she wants to be 
deputy CM. Who knows,he (MGR) 
might ifive her (that) also." He felt 
that liar entry served only lo formalise 
her rtile In politics allefiog, ''already 
politico has sunk so low, now it will 
sink iurther." He did not view her 
ameraance as a threat to (he DMK 
thouMi he declined to comment when 
asked whet measures If any the DMK 


reluctant 

actress 


H er only regret is that she could 
nut pursue her studies. She had 
secured hundred per cent marks in 
mathematics and missed the top 
place in her metric examination by 
only half a mark. This fetched 
Jayalalitha, the annual rolling tro* 
phy for the best outgoing student uf 
the year from her school, the Church 
park Convent (one of the must exdu 
live schools in Madras). The union 
ministry of education also offered 
her a scholarship. However, on the 
very day she heard about the schu> 
Jarship she also received an offer to 
sign up for her second film. “U was a 
dilfkuli choice." she said. She 
wanted to continue with her studies, 
her mother did not. Finally, her 
mother won. And Jayalalitha entered: 
the film industry, but it proved to be' 
only a stepping stone into politics.! 

Jayafahrha with her trophies \ 


Tayalahiha's grandfather was palace 
J surgeon to the mgharaia of Mysore, 
^ey belong to the Mxndya—Iyengar 
sect (wellknown for its beautiful 
women—former Hindi actress Vai> 
jayaniimala is also from this commun* 
ity). All the wealth that her grand* 
father accumulated over ihe^years was 
frittered away in no time by his son 
jayaram (JayalalUha's father) whom 
she describes as a 'gentleman of lei* 
sure who never did any work.' His 
sudden death when she was iwo years 
old end her brother four years old, left 
her mother. Sandhya, alone and im* 
poverished. Sandhya was launched 
into films by the late Kemperej Ura 
(the late Deveraj Urs's brother) who 
once met her at Bangalore end was 
struck by her beauty. Sandhya never 
made it to the top, remaining in the 
character artiste groove. At 16, soon 
after Jayalalitha appeared for her 
Metric exam in 196d, her mother in. 
duced her to accept her first role In e 
Kannada film by Mf B. R. Pantalu. In 
her fifth film Ayirathil Oruran (one in 
e thousand) she acted with MGR for 
the first time. The runaway success of 
(he film made them the most papular 
pair of the time. Of her 115 ftlmi 
(mostly commercial extrevegensae) 82 
are Tamil, 26 Teluiu, flva Kanudfi 
one dlsaatrouf Hin« film./aatt.where 
she stirred opMtitf Dharmendra and 
•n egually disastrous EngUsb film 
Epistle, made by the late yTy. Glri'i 
son. 

Though she was indelibly identified 
as the glamour girl of Tamil dnema* 
she did graduate to more intense 
dremaclc roles like MGR's own filati 
Adimexpen, Engirw tho VentbetL 
SerMh SemsJI, sarykepti etc., and 
has won e few sieie best actreia 







For the smoothest ride 


The ivhedc*! introdi>c«d 3 ilorious co4oui^ {hai wodd pul any So come vu$ look up India s 

j ly India Now in the widcst-Mr ranse s«ll*fe»peciirt« rainbow to shame ram of whe^ers loday And keepw 
ViP Classic & traveiiie (asy* Tuf^along Tuggafe (hat rides free litde finger free. .tos(eer away 

Wheders. Cle^ suitcases, an in sizes and easy, because^ four detachable Casy^Wheeler or two 
of Convenience; from 24 to3Q. castor wheels have been ^ecially V.t R Spclb data. Anywhere in Ihe 

Including the largest you can get... to designed lo function in Itjp gear. 
hoU20% more than any ocher. Artd Aiw^. And that’s why you can fix 
m apdee range of Rs. $05 (o Rs. 318. them goodand proper %d>en your 
aU inclusive . iutgaae goes with you PuJl them off 

Morel (very Fasy-Wheeler comes in wmn n doesn't./Ii so easilyf 


Blow Ptasr Ltd 

VI P Hou>« 

Pr*bh«devi. Bombay 400 025 


1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 - 7 - 8 - 9 - 10 - 11 ... 
the widest range of wheelers in India! 



))i'r relariniiship wiih MCR ^i<incd m 
th;* early S^venlles when MOR in 

ao.i^in^ly tu *Kt wwh vniiij^cr 

heroines like Mdnjul.i emi ! <irhu In 
IM7.i. scan afCf r M(tR broke from 

(he DMK. rnrmed his own MAh.VIK 
. 111(1 veercii into (uiliiic^ iheie w'j% 4 
Ptiitin^ uf wa>5 bvtuteen M(;k iiiul 
Juyalatirhj—not juv( hteriiMv bur emo- 
Uondlly tuo. In reialMiMHi she Niimk 
u|i H friendship wi\h Shobluii R.ihu 
The relatuniship broke up {.jiuI m> ibd 
Shobhan H«ibu>he<ijr> when MllK and 
JjvuluJith.t also reselled rhetr differ 
elites and icime »oi?t rher Aliei her 
muihor't death, m \') 7 \. J.sy,il.ilirlui 
wf*nc through a iraumoiic tmn. The 
Midden luss o| 4 iiiotJier is ho lud 
•dwayv atled js a buller iH lwveh Iwr 
and the out'^ido woi)d crushed hit 
This was aggravareJ by MOK's depur* 
ture and scheming aimts who cheated 
her out a lot of money. The teiror of 
suddenly fiiiduut herself aluhv wmt 
fayelalitha plummeting into the 
4|uiiktatid<kf depression. Sickened and 
shattered by the nasty lurn ot events 
in her previously hap^ and shHt«‘rcd 
life, she reiircd from nlm» at the pvnk 
uf her glory and became a total re 
clow. she herself admits, (pnitrni* 
filmi was not due tv "une or two 
leasun.s hut acnmbinaiion of reasons ” 
The reasonj idsu included her irrevm 

ebic misunderst.indinit with Sivaii 

(lanesan and her arrogant refusal to 
cmiar with other superstars tSivajj 
and she would not tu act together and 
MtlR had by then left film»i 
She made a feeble re entry wall rwu 
film!! in 1979, then quit films promptly, 
this time for good. Jayalatiiha asserts 
It was not due to any dearth of coles 
since &he had offers from &ai i)i for his 
film, and recently Devar approached 
her for his film RangJ. (n her days of 
seclusion she spent mosr of her time 
reading and writing, churning out arti> 
eJes and short stones, for Cho's TutfA- 
fan, gnd Kurnaifam. Kalki. AiMndu 
V/kartn etc. 

Jayalalitha realises that she ha» ruit 
made any significant contribution to 
Tamil cinema, in fact her only con* 
tribucion is the prefix 10 her name: 
Jaya t victory). The film folk, panicu- 
larly aspiring actresses attributed her 
success to her 'auspicious* name. So 
now Jaya is prefixed to half a doxen 
heroines in the south who don't want 
to take eny chances—Jayaprada, 
Jayasudha, jayaebitra, Jayaraalini^ic. 
Jayalabiha says proudly .“My family 
name is Jaya. I am the original Java in 
the industry. Others are ell dupli¬ 
cates.'* ^ 

After her patch up With MGR her 
interest in politics was kindled and. as 
she admitted in the interview, she was 
tempted to follow in MGR's footsteps. 
She had always been uncomfortable in 


The hero in her life 


j4yM ifha sh^rvt an wfo r mat mo ment wuh MC.R, her Aero 

<gji wjN 4 beautiful experience— film, Ad/mejpenu) the Ihardesertin 

Rajasthan, SKe was the slave girl and 
the shot required her cu be barefoot. 
As all the other members of the unit 
were in their shoes they did not 
realise the sand getting hotter. A 
barefoot Jayalalitha could nut en* 
dure the burning sand any longer 
and noticing her discomfort MuK 
ordered the unit tu pack up. But 
Jayaiabiha's agony did not ena here. 
Sm had to walk a long distance lu 
the place where the cars were 
parked. "It was sheer hell. I couldn't 
put a step forward ind I was on the 
verge of coJUpee. 1 never said a word, 
but Mr MGR must hate sensed my 
agony. He suddenly came from be* 
hind and sweM me up in his arms. He 
Is a hero oft the screen too." 

There is yet another incident for 
which she is eternally grateful to 
him. After a drastic bout of dieting, 
Jayalalitha fainted. As there were no 
responsible male members in the 
house, her manager contacted MGR 
who arrived promptly and arranged 
for her to be taken to a nursing home. 
The departure was delayed as every* 
was waiting for Jayalalitha's 
aunts who were staying in her house 
to accompany her to the hospital. 
Eventually MGR himself went in 
search of mem and found thetn’in her 
tiog over who would 
take control of JayaJalitba's keys. 


Xlwing wMh him is a lovely ex* 
pcfience anytime because he is so 
alive and charming. About him lean 
spe,ik v(>lumev. I can go on and on...1 
don't know whereto begin and where 
lu stop." 

She I'egan from the beginning. 

From her childhood >he always 
wanted to be MGR. When she and 
her brother played at swurdfigbting 
with sticks, sW always wanted to be 
M(<R—ihe destined winner—and her 
bruther was compelled to be the 
villain. If her brother wanted to be 
the hero, MCK even once, Jayala* 
litha would refuse to play. 

Her very firsi encounter with MGR 
was .) memorable one. A ten-year old 
Jayalahtha was invited to give a 
dance performance in the taw cot* 
lege. After a horrifying experience 
lusi two months before in 
Pachaiyyappas college, where a per 
former was pelted with paper rock* 
ets, Jayalalitha refused to go. She 
changed her mind as suun as she 
heard (hot MGK was to preside over 
the function. The variety show con¬ 
sist pd of her dance, a dance by Raja one 
Sulochana, an established actress, 
and a mimk sequence by a college 
student. When MGR got on to the 
stage to distribute the pnte^ he 
found only two cups He questioned bedr^m f 
the organisers and when he learnt 1 
that one was for Raja Sulochana and MGR took the ke^ awty from them 
the other for the student, he burst aad handed theox to a groggy 
out. '*But what about this poor liiGe Jayalalilha when she recovered con- 
girl?" The organisers were in despair ciousness in the nursing home, 
as it was a Sunday and the shops Says layafalitha. "Mr MGR has a 
were closed. MCR solved the prob* tremenaous aenae of tauaouf. He can 
lem himself. He gave Sulochana the keep everybody in spUn. But when it 
first prixe; gave Jayalalitha the comes to work he can be a thorough 
second prise and he presented the disciplinarian. When 1 became too 
student with bis own expensive fore- playful on the sets, be would su^n* 
ign wrist watch. Thunderous xp- jy turn Into a stem headniaster and 
plause rent the auditorium. Says make ae feel like a nau^ty school* 
Jayalalitha. ”U 1 heroworsblpped girl who bad to stand up on tba 
nim earlier, it increased a thousand bench. Many of Ms fans call him 
fold that day." Wadhiyn {guru). Most ot the ima 

Jayalalitha was shooting (or MCR's ha behaves ihet way to me.* 



MGR IS everything to me 

^ JATALAUTHA TELLS ANITA PRATAP 


jMy9Salith4‘s paluiai modem bunge- 
low (» cinegoer*s dnun 0 / what a 
filmstar'i hou$e xhould look, like} is 
tuvked away in a sechdtd cottier of 
the ci(!f*s elite Voes Garden. There is a 
profusion of flowers in the hig ger 
dett^annas, roses, crotonst bougain- 
vilie and a mat^o tree heaty with 
lipenfid frutt. the broad outdoor 
verandah that sweeps the entire 
length of the house is lined with pot- 
tea plants. The indoor verandah has a 
few plants in wrought Iron pots and a 
few cane chairs. Once this verandah 
must hi/ve throbbed with the charter 
and bustle of watting produitrs and 
hangrif-on, Today it is silent, empty 
except for J handful of servants. 
Uyalalitha lives all ahnt in ihiy /ubu* 
lous double storayed house with only 
Madhavan, her “major domo" tv 


attend to her needs. Only a few selea 
friends drop in oetasionaljy. MGR is 
known to be a frequent nsitor. 

The house is tastefully decorated^ 
the aireonditioned drawing room is a 
study in simple elegant brown*. Total 
devoid of ostentatious knick'kuacks. 
It contains only a couple of lams^ two 
paintings and a framed phot^ra^ of 
afoufyear-oidjayalalitha. Surprising- 
Iv, on the staircase landing are two 
farge framed portraits, one of a 
davting younger MCR and the other of 
Jayalalttha, placed side by side 
spainsi a granite backdrop. The posh 
ttontng of the f^otvgraphs ts such that 
one is ted to think that mOR is the lord 
and master of the house. Does Jayala- 
htha wish her visitors to believe what 
she wants m believe herself^ It's an 
open question. 


Jayalalitba comes In looking fresh 
and lovely, younger than her 34 
Clad in a white sari with small olive- 
green polka dots, she looks simple and 
elegant. In fact, she is even more 
beautiful in teal life than to her films. 
In photographs and films, herfeautros 
somehow get aggravated, appear ihici: 
and heavy. Abot'e alt, the camera has 
never succeeded in capturing her 
dignity, poise end grace. During the 
interview she was rrlaxed. charming, 
confident, roolly arrogant about some 
of her qualities and not unduly mod¬ 
est. She made no bones of her achieve- 
ments in which she takes groat pride. 
In flueni convent Engli^ (with no 
trace of an accent) she spoke tv this 
correspondent for nw ana a half hours 
and was more frank and outspoken 
then expected. 


Q :Whut prompted you to join poli¬ 
tic*? 

a: Ii may sound very tr*te if I say 
this, h may sound like a vreUwurn 
cliche, the reel reason is ihet I wanted 
to be of scivke to the people. A career 
in films, a career In dancing was never 
really tn my liking. You can say that I 
was pressurised into joining rilnu at 
the agf of 16. 1 never had dreams of 
becoming a filmstar. 1 never had any 
taste for this glamour parr of U. For a 
long time I couldn't do what 1 wanted. 
It takes a certain amount of maturity 
to really realise whit you want and 
then to go after it. First, (whan I joined 
films) I was 16 years old, at that age a 
girt is tuo young to make up her own 
mindind slie dMsn't really knnw what 
she wants. So 1 was push^ into films 
and after that for a long time I re* 
mained in that groove, ft took me 
quite some time to think *why do I 
have to go on doing thla» why can*t I 
get out 01 it.* But this sort of thinkiiu 
sisrted really only after my mothera 
deHih (in 1971). After that 1 beean 
reading a lot of Swaml Vivakananoa's 
works, Candhiji's writings. Than 1 ba- 
can dunking what is the real service 
that you can offer people except enter* 
tainmeot. Other than that, if 1 waa of 
any service through my fHnu it was 
through benefit xm preview shows* 
funds wbich were donated to some 
charitable cause. As far as my dandng 
career was concerned I did contribute 
a lot to charity and vrortfawfaile causes. 
But that I felt was an indirect coocriba* 
tion. I wanted to engage myself direct* 
ly in social service. 

Q: Bur ftu^ fMw pelidcs is not 
neceaaary/or aocial service. You could 
baea Joined some scciel service am* 
sdsauan or organtead eoe foureeu. 

A: I dpa*i waM to do soda! service— 
■ 0 t tai the sense thpaa spdal orpnisa* 
0ep*aAd dubs rtfer ce. ! feel diet is 


more of socialising than social service. 
People come all decked up in chiffons 
and diamonds and rhey just sit around 
and gossip, very little work gets done 
They just announce some chanty drive 
and they then hand over the cheque to 
some celebrity and they see to it that 
their photos get in all the papers. That 
is not the social service I had in 
mind...So I choughi the best ihJng for 



Our relationship is very 
peculiar* Although he 
(MGR) is so much older 
than me, every spare mo¬ 
ment on the sets, we 
would spend talking to 
each other, and discussing 
every subject under the 
8un..*Wehave so much in 
common* 


ovemii 


me would be to join a political party 
and enter politics. But for a long lime i 
couldri*t come to a decision. 1 was 
asking myself whether this ia the right 
decision for myself, and then everyone 
knows what it entails. It is not going 10 
be a bed of roses. It was very olfficuJt. 
As far as antagonism, boscility and 
roudshoging is concerned. I think I 
have had more than my shara of it 
when I was in the film industry. So 

E robably that haa quipped me to 
nndle similar sifuationx I might have 
to face in political life. 

Q: When did you finelfy decide to 
pfu^e inro potirics and what were the 
series of events that culminated in 
your rajmng rhe AJADMK? 

A: 1 did not cone to this decision 
overnight. I contacted the AlADMK 
general secretary, Mr Shunmucam, ab¬ 
out rwo nOQtbi age and asked him to 
send me the per» manifesto. He sent 
me a copy of it. Then I studied it for 
nearlv two months. ] decided that this 
waa the party I wanted 10 join. So on 
the fint of this month, 1 wrote a letter 
to him. asking him to admit me to the 
party. 1 was admitted on 4 June. 

Q: Hliat specific aspect of the party* 
iMDifasto appeals to you? 

A: The sp^iTic aspect that appeals 
to me is, one, the language prlnaple. It 
appeals to me that Tamil shou Id be the 
leakage of the state administration 
and E^iih should be the link Ian* 
guage <tt the country, t finnlp believe 
that there is no need, to foist Hindi 
upon the country as a whole. Because 
Hindi is as much a foreign language to 
us as Eq^sh. One of the important 
legadee t^ British left us wo the 
English laDguage— for which we. 
should be nteful. All important sci* 
eniific. medical diKOveries and tech¬ 
nological advances are made in En* 
giish. 1 feel that the cantral govern* 
ment is taking a misguided step in 
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couatrtw In tdmu M MdmoJev 
M Mottloa u 4 oMr AaJdi. 

Offfffii»oy#»rtaa<fM^nj» wty 
Ml M lUtt ivUcA A«i torn 
maUr fodtevw io iii acc^^otfi 


One could My tlut the 
film Indwtiy Is not the 


> Ai BtCMMi of til lmor*pvt:f 
la^ At far 01 tho DMK it coocamad» 
,tmf dost bava an; tort of prladplai. 
Mt it mar firm ^dnloo. wbat did 
Eanmaaidhi acbiava by bit loa$ 
march akcaB* *ara faat? thw ba hat 
MMuMad aaothar Ion# amrcb. If ha 
waoct 10 aat bUitart aftla, who can 
pravaet bua. Bvarybody b&owt about 
cfaa Sarkaria cMimittioo. EvaryoM 
hoomc what btppaaad bafora and al« 
Mt wjtPm&g uftSt I doe^ think I 
codU avar jotn that party. Aad thaa 
tbay hara aa pardoilar coaupinad 
idaology. An thiy taam ro ba doing it 
mudtllnflim at individuaU and poll* 
(ict. 1 would tay ihay have aancraUy 
lowarad tha whole lona of polickt* the 
wb^ decorum and difoity. A pditJ* 
clan maant a laadar. Do ihay conduct 
cbamtalvat Uka laadera? Taka tha hap* 
pfAiaat in tha Intt Attambly aettion. 
Ho doubt tha AlABMK alto Indulfod 
In certain actt of vtolaaca. but it wet 
mera in tha natura of a raactlen. 
Poriat tha DUK’i acUvitlat to tba 
Mt, but lakind ehalr rtffersaoca 
duflai tbit ona leatlon. f don't think 

» Mw mambar wtii ba tamptad to 
tha DUE. h coMlataly abattarad 
aoy imaia I mldbt bava had of tha 
pvty. 

Q: TUkfjtf of iho larittf/a commit- 
twi, wkot abour tho Hoaumunhi com* 


pMple.MSo for a perton of 
my tempeiament, it is 
agauut the grain. I wasn’t 
really happy. 





mifiion (prMos MCM^ in- 

rcnommt itf Jiovor coervpdoa)} 


A: nut li yat to anoounca ita find* Jutt looead at bla ptny o 
lAja. KoOklu hat bean proved. It la, iut^ waved bit hand lo t 
at the level of iccuaatloni. And' ilWace. lamadiaieiy all 
whanavar a panon it in power, there Quietly la their placet, ti ] 


whiaavar a panoo it in power, there 
ara alwayi maliriotu peapia wiitUi <o 
pull him down. At far at tba larkarfa 
comaiitOon la ceocamad 'one cannot 
deny tba flndingt. which ware 
aaaevncad. One bat to draw ona*t own 
ceodutioat to what happened later. 

^ "'Af dot 

^^LeMo^^wre the ron of India 
Mida. I am concamad with Tamil 
mott, to wall ttka tha ttata of iff elra 
m -Taw Made, (a thla one ttata alone, 
ftctlooi are there in tba 
)f lhara It th* Idtwpaaar 
■a II.P. Subramifuam far* 
R. V. SwamiaarhiB faction, 
tMpa Belu fectloo. there it no 
wcy at alL At far at ideoMy it 
iaft O ww aA all pantetM doubt tay tha 
ipMa thtnM-npitft od tha dewntrad* 
M, mabr Ufa oefiet for cha weaker 
wctMM, far tba labouran, ht tba 
bpMa. Rfatybedy anaouMaa die 


ctta in iCiADMK. 1\a leadanblp U 
very firm. At far at tha DMK it cob* 
earned, thic it another ronton (for net 
Jolaifi|^-llr Earuaaatdbl It 
not in control of hit party atamban la 
tba Aaoambly midoti, with all the 
fifhtlni. yalllaf and thouiini and 
bickitvid |oia| on, ha wat not tola to 
Quail bit party mambero. Wharaat dur* 
lA| ona tuch oattioa, v^an Ur MGR 
ww actually in hit cheabar. be beard 
tha row fouf on and came uuida. Ha 
Jutt lookad at kla ptny atanbaro and 
jut^ waved bit hand ui a ftotura el 
lilanca. laimadiaialy all lat down 
Quietly la their placaa. ti Mr Earuna* 
*nldhl able to amrdta luefa control 
over hit party pao^? No. Whan you 
compare with uia DME. the Cong^ 
•(1) and even the coaMuaift parriea, 
the AlADMR pretentt a tolid united 
front. It U like a sonoUth. a colomw. 
And at far at I caa tea, there era no 
cracks in tba party. 

Q: Whm wore the othor poiidof of 
the paity thot diacbod your dadtfoa? 

A’ tho recant profraBmat that tba 
fovammaat bat introduced. Like pea* 
ilOD for apad paople. thnr have In- 
ere and IrTrom Rt 25 to Rt 35. The 





w Moopaur eriMid IrTrom Rt 25 to Rt 35. Tba 

fee* ipcdal h«afltt they have few the 
va^^Mfe^ bMk^pped and tpadal aatittenot CO 
^ V widowfc £e midday free meal tebeme 
far aa idMlogy it f^ cbiMren wtthio tba aie foup of 
tiasMdot^etay^ 10 14—that really captured my 
« 0 * tna downtrod* ftaey. I would tay that is the one 
fter for cha weaker partwnlar proiect that a«ed u a 
labottrara, ^ the camlyat to my joietiif tba party. No* 

idy anaouncae die body aba la Inw hataver chooght of 
ht anym U doing anything Uka this, 
to implaqww O; Eam^ did. 
laii.l fad li b^Q(dy tba L Only in eeho^. Food wu distri- 

pmcy*t brad euy diMg icbool time During 
ianat vneadeM they had to fiarvt. This 
Coo* tchamt wiR be lapMenced (hrough- 
PM mM aver out the year. It (the Mem) it rate 
, *3^J> ; dWafagt In Ramerafi Khera only 


p«cy*t 

it oat 

-Coo* 


chink cMa it a pruiewortby tebbrna 
and 1 would Uka to aedv^ engage 
mytalf la tbia acbema. 

Q: Wcfd it out thot you will bo piM^ 
a minitw tooa. 

At You can't lute make a parton a 
mloiiter u tba wp of a hat. You have 
to firac of all |oln a party, you have 10 
stand in an electioa, you Mve 10 be 
aiacied to tba LagltlttiVe AMambly, or. 
at least to the LegMatlva ConAcU. It it 
not to bp had f^ dm aiklng. 

Q: A^e Wu tipM /at ehe poec of 
^e«Wj mtomta of film toekoology, 

A: Thera baa never been any talk 
about that. No ic>ch sutgattion wit la 
•ayona'i mind except cEe oppoiltioo'i. 

I don't know bow they thought of that. 
At you knowi Mr Neelaktntan ^ra* 
eant incumbent) suffered a pareMte 
stroke. Re U ttUl Io hospiul. Iney 
have not thought of replacing him. 

§ 1 : Vour dociiioti ro ontor pcliticf is 
• ge/ng to tot gossip mili It 
umiof. 

A: Dwlnitely. I feel that one should 
Ignore loaiips. It is bound co be there 
in eny cate. 

Q: wTter do you think tho CM or- 
peers of you? 

A: Well, he has noc yet told me. But 1 
think I will be expected to develop the 
wnmen'i wing of the party. In cemin 
dlatricti. we don't have a proper 
women's orgaaltadeB. 

MGH hot tireadr announced rher 
woman wfif bo ifvea charge of tho 
middiy meal imma WlO you bo 
giron tho evaraif chaigof 
A: At 1 said 1 woiud like to be 
actively ateodatad with this Kbana. 
Kl It's up to dm party laaderihip. 

Q: It It Ui mMaymool oehomo that 
roiUr eUnchod your daefifon ro join' 
poSacs? 

A’ Dafinlialy, it It Mr MGR'i brain¬ 
child. It baa lafinlcely been 1 great 
year for am. I Agnad my first film with 
alm-AyinthiJ f^raa. $lnca then, ht 
bat bean the major Influence in my 
life la avery way. oo obvlouily, his way 
of rMniHng, hit idetU, his pruiciplat, a 
p«Bt pm of It bu rubbed off oa me. 
naturally, cha on^ thing chat wat lift 
wit for mo to follow his footsteps 
politically alto. Now 1 have (akao dut 
step. But here he did edvita ma aot to 
ma. 

do you think ho wanted you 
esurious? 

Ai Probably because ha didn't want 
OM to btva any ragratt later. He It a 
BUD who always ihinkt a great deal 
before be takee any step. 

Q: In fact, ono of ua cnrfdtmt 
agunar him Is Uar ha rakaa too /atg ro 
make up hit mind 
Aj Yat, there are e loi of criticisms. 
But it it not entirely true. When the 
occatloB warrants It. he is capable of 
cakiaa a soap decUion also He hat 
dona It on tavaral occasieni. 

/a whar way hat he in/JuoncOd 

you? 

A; Be hat influenced my way of 
thioldog—batlcaUy it It his ettituoa of 




helping people, ol cenitc. To my per* 
»onal knowled^ iny persoo who hji 
gooe to him for help nu never been 
turned away. Even people who have 
jtabbed him in the heck have been 
beneficiaries of his gOBMOSity. 

However busy he ii with meiters of 
the sette» he findi dme to listen to the 
genuine worries of people^ he rceUy 
cares. Also, he bad to struggle hard to 
come up in life. In Taioil^ey call it 
cAimeechs/. In fact, that is one of the 
main reasoni for his thinking of the 
midday oieal aefaene. There were 
many oavt wHan he bad to starve. He 
knows woet hunger ia He has srrug* 
glad but never «ud he give up. There 

vrero rimes when the odds seemed en* 
riraly stacked against him. Any other 
man would have buckled uaoer the 
pressure, desired. But he never tires 
of fighting. What makas me really 
admire him is his unflagging ener^ 
and courage 1 am earremely emotion* 
af. hypersensitive. There have been 
tines when I felt conpletely shettered 
and felt like giving it all up saying 
Svhar's the use VThen I think of nun. 
Whar are my problems compared to 
his? If he could do it, I can loo. This 
gives me courage to to on. 

He is a veritable dynamo, with • 
buUt'in generator. One major point 
that 1 admire in him is that in spite of 
all his struggle and the kind of eaperi* 
ences he has been through, be has not 
become cynical or bitter. Although he 
may not admit it, or may not even 
remember it. he follows the principles 
of the Cjta -^^do your duty and don't 
worry about the rewords.' The Gita 
says it, he prnctUet It. That is a trait I 
find worthy of emulation. 

Q: How IS wue reiarioAsA/p with bts 
wifo J$nMkir 

A: It ia very fonoal. I do not meet 



1 don*t want to do social 
service In the sense these 
social organisations 
doM.People come all de** 
eked up in chiffons and 
I diamonds and they just sit 
around and gossip. 


Wherever there is a 
genuine desire to serve, 
mere will always be peo« 

I pie to throw mud at you« I 
must just ieam to brush it 
aside and continue. 


f 


. a 



har often. We’va never been on close 
terms. When we meet at functions, we 
say hello. But our relationship is cor¬ 
dial. 

Q: You MJd ifl spire o/ your aucceas 
on the screen, rou Mt a void in yoctr 
life. Whot could be the ressen? 

A: It may sound arrogant to say so. 1 
consider myself to be an Inteilamal. 
Thai's the way people who know me 
kook at me. Reading has been a pas¬ 
sion from childhood. One could say 
that the film industry is not the right 
place for intelligent people—Qoc un¬ 
less you boMien to be a writer or 
director. But l was only an actress and 
I was made to act mamly in commer* 
ciai films and you know what they are 
like. So for a person of toy tempera¬ 
ment, it is against tha grain. I wasn't 
really happy. But then success has its 
own rewards. 1 was under my mother's 
influence for quite some tiine and it 
took me a great deal of time to develop 
into a mature person; to start thinking 
for myself. It didn’t happen rill my 

Dother’s death. In 1975 I aimounced 
my reiireptent from films and from 
dsDcing. In tbe next four years I went 
into a deep depression, became a vir¬ 
tual recluse, withdrew from the world. 

Qi Whet is the overeD rometion to 

your jeinins the perry? 

A: Of course, there will be a lot ^ 
criticisms. Have they oo( always been 
criricifing Mr MGR calling his l^eni- 
meat an 'actor's govemmeoi,' UUI be 
knew bothiag of admiaistretlon, that 
be was cashing ia solely upon his 
fiimi gUmour aad popularity. Mt be 
has made a succeai of the AlAbMK 
government. Particularly, duriag the 
secoad tarn of office, he has eeeo 


Some of hii (GaoAiijrB) 
ideals are impracti^. 
Like this vow Of celibacy. 
How can you expect an 
entire nation to oe cell* 
bate. Is It possible? 



doing a fine job. He has proved him* 
self, has vindicated himself. But critic¬ 
ism will always be there. 1 am sure I 
too will be subjected to criticism. They 
will say that 1 an not larious about my 
desire to serve the pei^le, that I too 
want to cash in on my cinema popular¬ 
ity, that I am power-mad, that I am 
hankering after some position. WWe- 
ver there is a genuine desire to jerve, 
there will always be people to throw 
mud at you. I must just learn to brush 
it aside and continue. 

& Wh»t do feel ebout the 
*t retcrion m perficuier? 

A: They have been very ritupera* 
tive. Most of the things they write are 
in a very poor taste. When I quoted 
one of Mahatma Gandhi's beliMs ab*' 
out serving people, iUbaan Khan 
twisted It and said, "Jayalalidsa hat 
said that her body u at the service of 
the public. Young men of Tamil Nadu 
sboi^ come forward.* What sort ^ a 
comment is that? But they don’t talk so 
badly of other women polittcians. For 
iostanca, Anantbanayaki or Subbaltk- 
shmi Jagdaetan. They have singled me 
out for their attack. 

O.* Wber has hMo the reactfoa from 
the fiim circles? 

A: Z doe's know nueh about thefr 
reaction, except that geoanUy peO|^ 
seem to heve this impressiefi inert am 
a upabke person. 8o tbty feelihlala a 
\e0eel itep. Ii fact, they vara eapacb 
tag k much 



earUer. 


:l'ou cSeim to be em ieMHep 
ran/. Hew then vqppyesihMa 


ureaedhreuneMtethe^ 

AM 









At t eouM nrrtr rKondk layotf, 

Hut wti m of my miln mm pomti. I 
imd to Kau fi whftk 1 wm raforrtd to 
U lu chat It wai timply awful. 

ifow wDuitf you daaorfh# your 
i(foiuih(p wfM MGRf 
A: Ac far M 1 am concamad ha ic 
avarythioi lo ma. Ka U my fathar, 
mothar. maiuar, frlan4. pbuoaophar 
and guida. Ha Ic my anchor. Ha will 
aavar las ma dewo. I am cura. Thae 
coafldanca anyana who is closaiy 
aiaodatad with him can hava. Ha 
navar late down anyona who baUavas 
in him. Ac for tha ralatlonchip from hie 
cida, you will hava to ack ala. 

Q: rvd your roUtiomhip stort with a 
KhooIairJ cruchf 

A: Til. I wac haro-worchippiRg him 
lonj bafora I joinad filai. 

Q: Whtt WM$ it iUt* to ba aoung with 
him? 

A: I wasn't aarvouc or anything lika 
that. Ha put ma at aaaa tota^. tha 
vary flrct tima I mat him. Ha ic a vary 
charmlnc parconality, a charismatic, 
ptrionanty. Ha navar lat ma davalop 
an infariority complax. always treated 
ma like an aoual. Ra is an intallactuaJ. 
you know. Ha ic vary widely rats 

E arson, there is not a subject on which 
a cannot speak. Our ralationihip ii 
vary pacullar. Although ha Ic co much 
oldar than ma, avary epara momant on 
the lati, wi would i^nd talking to 
aach othir, and diicuscini avary cu^ 

Jaet under tha tun. Wa ucad to talk 
about Kianca, phlloiophy. litaratura. 

Both of uc are deeply fntaractad in 
clacalcal muclc, aitrology and aitro* tlon 


ciacaicai mucic, aitroioay and aitro* 
nomy. Wa bavo lo muen in common. 

0* Would you ooiitldor him re ha one 
of your moat alncara and liolpfuJ 
Moadaf 

A: 7h$ moat lincara, rba moat h«ip> 
fact ha ii cht one and only 
friend 1 have. 


♦ s ✓ ♦ ♦ 

Qi Bu Udtt booppoomindyop for 
polltica ofor (ftokat two yomf You 
haw booa arufidfoi a numbar ot$yy* 
arnmanr fuoettooa and BiA7n/ 
apoochoa. 

A- So mwy poopto come co theca 
fuActloBc, why don't you aay chat be ic 
grooming them alco. Ho, 6a wac not 
groomiBg ma. It'c not trua. Tha dad'. 
cion to tntar poUdec vmc onoroly my 
own. Ha never cald. 'coma on. you taka 
uppollticc'orjointha partyf Nothing 
like that. 

« : Why do you koop eoUing him Mr 
R? 

A: BacauM 1 racpacc his deeply, f 
can never think of callini him juit 

MOB. 

Q: Whar made you errand ehaca 
govariuBant twethnaf 
A; 1 wac invited. But than 1 gat 
(nvitetionc to all tha funcrionc. 1 have 
attended only three or four in tha past 
two years aoo co much hue end cry bac 
bean relced about that. 

Q Do you envisage any obataclas 
posed by tha (oet that you art an 
aa actrais and a woman? 

A; I don't think I as going to face 
difficultiac bacatua I am an actracc. In 
fact. 1 would cay, that ic an advantegt. 
Any othar pollrtcian would hava to 
seart from scratch. Ka has to make 
hlmsaU known to the macsoc. Hare t 
hava a bulli*lB advantage in that 
tvifyoag koowa who \ am. that way 1 
have to feel graiaful for my pact. It haa 
given ma a mail baaa. Introduced ma 
re tha people. Haraaftar, It ii a quac' 
cion of muing the paopla baUava in 




Cion Of makmg tha paopla bauava in 
a>g, my ilncarlo. 1 alao don't think It Ic 
• *aicquaUfUauon in pelltfta to ba a 
woman. Our PHoa MinUiar U a 
womgg. Today t think it ic mainly a 

S biaatien of marlt, calant. datarmfna* 
an, cdflVierioAC, courage and a will to 
cucoaad. 
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Oaeof the tnoit joiMirtent 
legacies the British left us 
was the English language 
...for which we shoiud be 
grateful. 





? : Whose ideals do you subscribe 

A; Candhiji, to soma extent. But 
lome of h(t ideila era Impractleil. 
Uka hlc vow of celibacy. Bow can you 
expect an entire nation to ba calkba* 
ta } U it poaaibla? Swiml Vivekantn* 
de's idaali appeal to ma. (Bha quotas 
from hie worki). 

Q: What was your nactlon to 3lvaji 
Gonoaon bacom/ng an MPf 
A; Ha wac not elacted, was ha? It 
wac baitowad on him ai a favour. 1 
don't caa anything in it to make all 
that neica. It would have bean dlffa* 
rent had ht centaitad an altetion and 
won It on the popular vote. 

Q: WIU you ba conrasr/ng in tha naat 
aJootlOrttf 

A: It ic loo early to cay. particularly 
whan thert li no iUetlon In tha lm« 
madiaif future. 


rsa y.r g.MT.j'iiJ/TT 


laduiiod m by M T. Rama Rao aad Raj 
Kumar? 

A: Certainly politieianc play upon 


\*\\ 


ftf IM ^ L If ri^Tlfr 


7dsU*l>i«lil7 K Til 


flcnll). people seem to 
ve tUs immuion that 


, they were expectiaf 
It «ucb eeriler. 


The south has always re* 
celred a taw deal fr^ the 
centre. People la the 
souA bare been consls. 
tentb feeUag that they 
ttre odiig treated like 
second aess ddseas. 



among tha riicmc. Ac tar ac tha 
AIADmK govammant Ic eoncaraad, 
ona of tha major principlac (n tha 
party policy Ic to pram for graatar 
powarc for tha itita govammant, bur 
not for Itita aotonomy. It on^ itraccai 
the need for graatar powers at the 
ctict lave! and Is net in favour of a 
caparatlst mevamant. Hara in the 
couth, 1 think (hi basic raacon ic that 
the aouTh hii always received l raw 
deal fr^ tha centra. People in tha 
south hiva baan tmtiatantly faaUng 
that they are being treated like cacono 
clacc ddMoc. It ic a fact, you cannot 
deny It. So, we ImI wa must find our 
osni idondty. That U why polltlciani 
use language as an Iccua to unite 
people for a common caun. Had wa 
oeen given e better deal by tha centre, 
this vii^r got have arisen. 

2f 








SPECIAL REPORT 


TAMIL NADU RIOTS 



K ahemmAl and Sambulinitain 
dvnnad th«ir only pair of 
glean clothes to sei on on an 
important mission. They 
were going to Shankaran 
Koil, 0 small town 13 kilumeires from 
iheir own tiny hamlet, to fix up a bride 
for tlieir 23'vear •old soni Cnandran. 
They left at 10.00 am. When they came 
bacH a few hours late< their village 
was in flames Rushing into their own 
burning hut they saw their son—char< 
red ana mangled, parts of his body 
scattered around. 

Fifty five-yeer old Jayaseelan was 
one of the more prosperous man of the 
village. The symbol of his riches was 
three coconut trees and two buffaloes 
Ufe wee hard, but not as hard as it was 
for the others. He did not have to go 
for coolie work, cut s*tones in the 
quarry or slog at the Mddv field 
nearby, like the rest of the villegers. 
He was sitting at home with Ms femily 
members. Suddenly at about 11.00 
ejn the stillness of the hamlet was 
shattered by a prolonged thunderous 
roar. Without thinking, Jayaseelan 
rushed out of his hut into the jaws of a 


gfembers of /eyaseeia’s funily in AyyMpurtm a/rer the tragedy 


crated advancing mob His daughter. 
Jabamani. cliitchirig on to her one* 
year old baby ran for her life towards 
the back of the village Paha, her 
husband, hid behind a clump of bu<hes 
and watched a brutal drama being 
enacted. He saw the marauders close 
in on Jayaseelan, beat him, hack him 
and finally set fire to him. Jayaseelan 
cried in 'error and agony. *‘Amma, 
Amma. save me ” He died soon merci¬ 
fully MasiUmani <601 and Yovan (65} 
were in the field, when Yovan met the 
same fate as Jayaseelan. Masilamani 
was killed by a country-made bomb 
60>year-old Madacht Ammal was 
too old to run out of her bloting hut. As 
she shuffled out, flames eriiulfed her. 

The dale : 11 June. 1982. The vie* 
tints ; hari>an$ '^e place : Ayyapur* 
am. 30 km from Meenakshipuram, in 
Tirunelvelt district, Tamil Nadu. 

Hari^ans were born only to be the 
corns in the Hindus* feet—their pre¬ 
sence irritated and th» •i/trf meant to 
be trampled upon. That was their 
history, that was their fate. Till, that 
is, the hanjani of a village called 
Meenakshipuram decided to change it. 


In an act of defiance they converted er 
masse to Islam. 16 months ago. 

The Hindus, particularly in the 
neighbouring areas, have not forgot 
ten. The memory still rankles, ths 
resentment still burns. A mud trach 
branches off the narrow, rarely used 
roid, leading towards Ayyapuram. the 
hari)an village with 1.600 inhabitants 
and 300 huts including about 20 be 
longing to ashans (carpenters). The 
he re let has sprung literally in the 
middle of nowncre. In places the mud 
track disappears. A bewildered glance 
gratefully notices it picking up again a 
short distance away, this time narrow¬ 
er and rougher. As the village comes 
into view, the first thing that ona 
notices is the group of about 40 police* 
men, heavily armed, guarding tnt en¬ 
trance. But like yesterday the police¬ 
men will not be there tomorrow. The 
entire northern section has been re* 
duced to a charred rubble with black¬ 
ened pots gaping into the sky. The last 
wisp of smoke could be seen curling 
up. The houses in the southeast end u 
the hamlet—>tht furthest away from 
the entraace—are unscathed. The 
harijans look dazed. While (he rele* 
fives recount the ulc of horror, the 
% men look bleak and the women wetl. 
* According to the men. most of them 
I were working (n the paddy fields or 
% cutting stones when the le^n ^ in< 
vaden stormed in. The HiMus of the 
region had converged on the predonU* 
nently Marevars viUage, just cvm fur¬ 
longs from Ayyapuram. About 2.000 of 
them armed with guns, stidss, knives 
end counrvT-aude oombs swarmed to 
the vUlue ihoucing end curling In 
Tamil 'Vou curs*, you beitards, you 
sou of bitches, yw eU ere not fit to 
live* end 'We'll cut you, we'U kUl you, 
we*Il«t fin to you'end proceeded to 
do juet that Within u hour ZOO huts 
were ablese end the herijena either 
fled or hid. 

About five wootn said ehea they 
were duaed^ the invaden and them 
rhiu$ tnatilhea. The eerv of two JJria 
end (he oM of'on# were cut. Bemo 
ornaaseiua wor# looted, the pocrem 
leeied for M Iwur, randet^ 
jMi hwimi U waa obr erdAi 


A brutal price 
for conversions 


On 11 June, seven ha^ans were killed and scores of their huts set on fire by caste Hindus ir 
Ayyapuram village in nrunelveli district of Tamil Nadu. It wae en attempt to teach the 
harijans a lesson for having converted to Islam IS months ago in Meenakshipuram. Anc 
fanning this communal hatred was the Vishwa Hindu Parishad. ANITA PRATAP, who visitec 

the affected areas, reports. 












4SSS) under the leederthip of Mr A. 
Shaul Hameed, the only UuiUm 
Leefue member In ihe Tamil Nadu 
AssenMy. The herijins, while return* 
inf to their Villufes. raised slofans 
efiinsr the lltevars (Hindua) who 
pelted them with stones end the Twu 
croups cleshed it Chodtampatri. live 
km from Kedayanallur. The The\'Bri 
ihoufh not es hifh es the brahmins in 
the caste hierarchy are very militant 
by temperament and it is often said 
chat they wai^ a proiy war for the 
brahmins ajurnst the hariians. On the 
lOth there was a series of dashes and 
about ISO houses belonfinc to the 
Hindus were set on fire in I^Jianfudi. 
About 10 Muslim houses too were 
burnt. Polke fired into an anc^ mob 
that raided the Putianeudi police sta* 
tion and killed one on ine spot And as 
the clashes spread into tbe adkininjt 
.areas of Vasudavanallur. Sivagiri 
(where a Muslim, Mohammed Aliyar. 
died of knife injuries) the toll stood at 
eipht. On 11 June, about 24)00 caste 
Hindus marched into the villi^s to 
seek revenfe and teach them a lesson. 
After lalkiAf to the hanjens, Hindus 
and Muslims of the affected reeion, 
the conclusion would be that the hari* 
jana were targeted for darii^ to teeak 
their shackles end lumiog increesing* 
ly to the Muslims for support. The 
immediate causes for the atuck on 
Ayyapurim was the burning oi Hindu 
huts in Pulieogudi. 

Tbe herijens had to be taught a 
lessen. But the banjatu of Puliangudi 
were too close to the polke station. It 
had to be arsweepiiig tHstdiery end 
doatructioe of an entve heiiJeA vil* 
legm^the ruins would serve as i re* 


Barer hiKS io Ayyspurem.' e brotsJ revenge 


rime chat polke arrived (ir ip Pol 
for noth^ that Jn films poliM iavart* 
ably arrive after avdmhing is elaoac 
over) and chased the Hindus, who fled 
into the fields. Today the hariians 
spend their nights at the Idendapain of 
tnelr village and are at the mercy of 
the government end social welfare 
organ I sat ions lor food. Even now, de¬ 
spite the heavy police protection they 
are scared to go out for work. 

Tbe herijens took this correspon* 
dent around the charred houses ttaet 
was once their village and pointed to 
their only pumpset which had been 
destroyed, the gory carcass of one of 
Jayaseelan’s buffaloes that had died of 
third degree burns had nor yei been 
removed. Petrol had been ptmred into 
the five walls of the village. 

In the carnege, 21 persons were 
injured and had been admitted to ihe 
Shankaraci Koil general hnipital. The 
ladles w.ird has eight women, wtth 
heud injuries and arm and leg frac 
lures. One of the paiiems. Murham- 
mal, told this cunespondent that she 
ion was in ihu paddy field when the 
carnage took place. Asked how many 
attackers there were, she said. "There 
were %q many that 1 lost count." The 
harijans in Ayvapuium allege that the 
day befurCi while gulng to visit rela* 
lives, some of them were waylaid, 
beaten up by a gruup uf Hindus and 
rubbed ut their meagre belongings. A 
few kilometres awiv. 40 houses be¬ 
longing to the harijans of Muihuswa- 
minagar were destroyed by Hindus. 

On hindsight, it is always clear that 
a series of event« spread over days 
would climax into an eruption of com¬ 
munal violence. The Ayvapuram 
tragedy similarly was the culmination 
uf incidents that began three days 
before. On 9 June a Cnena Ruth^m 
(chariot of knowledgek a mobile vin 
of the Vtshwa Hindu Parishad with an 
idol of Subramania entered the village 
of Puliangudi. five kilometres from 
Ayyapuram. The rarhem. an ambitious 
project inaugurated by Acharya 
Kamakotiipectam ef Kanjivaram was 
launched by the. Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad about two weeks back. The 
Hs two lakh scheme envisages Ihe 
rarham travelling through villages 

E ro pedate the Hindu d^rmt particu- 
irly where conversionB took place It 
is eaujpped with audio-vUtial aids and 
lou^eaken to Woadcast talks aad 
Mgyena 

A group of volunteers also accocD- 
ptay the Gms* RmOwb who. apan 
from perfonniog pu/es also address 
the gathering to encourage tbe faari* 
jeiu to etidi to Kiaduism or coae beck 
to the parent religion. When It entered 
the haniiA c^ooy in Puliangudi, trou¬ 
ble erupted. The converrea Aarl|ans 
and klusUme objected to Ita preeaoca 
and claabee were sparked off between 
tban and tha fUadus. Ae arch wekom* 
the ntimm was deacreyed aad 
ab^ aq panoae wm tejored. Mke 
had to ta rba air CO rectora oste. 

Ur Ibnte gulJmeo 
Kerala nffiU ataeidant u tha 
Uhioa ma 

OTXvdPWMa aggpubllc laadclagic 


mkider to this hetedcal s^lintar of 
Hindu community. Por thisteasoff tb 
caata Hindus conspired to march int 
Ayyapuram, five kilometers away 
n»ed In iscuatios and difficult for th 
police to reach Quickly. It was ai 
orgtiueed. calculated incursion ani 
the fact that the Hindus were armei 
with bombs and guns is hlgMy signifi 
cant. The irony Is that the hariians o 
Ayyapuram were mostly Christ iani 
having converted about 20 years ag 
with iMokutely no intention of comm, 
uhdar Muslim influence. But hahjan 
are harijans and the villagers o 
A^apuram became tha sacrificia 
foaB. The purpose was to frighten th> 
Puliangudi nanjani so that th^ wouh 
txf revolt or convert. The Hin 
due had brame increasingly suspi 
cioua of an imminent conversion h 
Puliangudi after the formation of tlv 
SSS. *^0 suspicion is not ernirel; 
unfounded. 


fromTankasi, with a popuJatIun a 
40,000. 40 per cent of whom are han 
iani. East of the police statioo Is rhi 
Sarijan colony and on the west an 
first the caste Hindu and then the 
MuiJim colonies. While newspaper re 
ports say: "Situation teine," "uneaai 
calm prevail^" Tirunelvoli district col 
lector, Mr Kirmal Singh Heera, iisuet 
(be inevitable statemenit: "Situocior 
under control,** "Normalcy restored/ 
When this correspondent lourec 
Puliangudi on 13 June, the situutioi 
was explosive. All mong the route froir 
KadeyanaUur onwards (17 km fron 
Puliangudi) groups of about 20 villa 
gers, all men, could be seen huddled 
together, obviously discussing some 
thing important. All shops were 
closed. Vehicular traffic was almosi 
solely restricted to police vans, jeeps 
and cars and when about 2,000 police 
men and eight to ten police vans drive 
into a village the effect can be fright¬ 
ening. The convoy of police jeeps and 
steerhclmetcd coostablcs with sten 
guns, patrolling the lanes, brings 







fri^ifal laasei tp Bind, tin HUas* 
comiMiu nainly of Thawt. Mudal* 
Un lad ^Mlan stood irovod Ia Ob 
scroots In buadm of SO to 100. TIm 
womofi ^p^fnm doorway*. As tha 
diotricc rovtaue officials, and Hindu 
and Uuslioi loaders pasWd throufh 
tJw narrow acroots lo a convoy of fivo 
collUc f^ harmony through 
imwsptikofs, tbo affoci was rtvw* 
Ing. Soon after the convoy dit* 
appoarad, the Hindus burst out mock* 
ing the call and when tho policemen 
posted 1 a the locality tried to quieten 
them the outcome wee disastrous. 
Cried an amrated Hindu: *'You all 
keep quiet, li is eisy for you la tell us 
to maintain peace. We are in no mood 
for it.* Wisely the policemen refrained 
from doing or saying anything. A num* 
her of Hindus bfsmed the local Mliti* 
ciens—Mr M. Arunachalsm. M?, a 
harijan and the two MLAs, Mr Krisb* 
nan and Mohd. Abubecker—for caus¬ 
ing the communal clashes. 

The Muslim locsUry in Fuliangudl 
looked eerie and deserted. Most of the 
houses were locked as the families felt 
it wei safer to be together. About 
2,000 of them could be seen croucbing 
in and around the mosque. Surprising¬ 
ly there were very few policemen. 
Mohammed Ibrahim, presjoent of the 
Puliengudi Mercbanri Aasocianon aod 
one of the prominent Muslim leaders 
of (he community, charged that the 
Muslims have been virtually ghereoed 
for the past two days by the Hindus. 
Soma Of them were too Kared to 
venture out and cross the lane to rhair 
houses. They had not eaten nor had 
they changed their clothes (or two 
days. *We can't stand it any longar,* 
he said. The cense, expectant, emotion- 

charged atmosphere in the mosque 
compound was a testimony to the fact 
that the truce was indeed fragile, and 
could be rent asunder by e flaraup any 
motaent. AccordiM to Mohammad 
Abvbecker, the from Tenkasi 
constituency, the Thevan had been 
rather open In (heir insults. Muslim 
grocery shops and a rice mill were 
looted, he complained. The Muslin 
leaders and members of the congrega¬ 
tion were vehement In rhelr eccust* 
don of e bias in (be treatment by 
pollcenen. The pollctaen were 
bmenly pro-Hindu end offered them 
ell (he protecrioQ lo spite of the feet 
that Mutlisu were a minority in the 
villiM aod Id the ovent of a riot 
aeeoed more^oceetton than (ke Hin- 
due, the MuaHas sMd. (This allegation 
is pertly true for polke budobast in 
the Muslim area.was oegUtfble when 

conpaipd to (he KbiM locsJitiec.) 
Accordme to the Muelb&s. the pohee 
,. and hoittUty In the 

of dm RiaM Iv speemttjag false 
rwnoura abott the Muaum cemawnity 

Due to their 
etend *we cu*t 
aid Mr Ibrihis. 

Ibvee while iMa cemapondedi wea 
Mfliag dkbaffKt^ vilUlca, as liepro- 
idiqd (hhtched 4M semig as the 

.c -ry. . -hmlj 

on f 







the converted 
wea 


ans of 
fre. A 


eoeMueUm 


Vktima td the Ayyepuram eaniage.' 
paying (he price for coaverskuM 

in Shencottah was destroyed. At (he 
lime of wriring there is every Indies, 
tion that (be communal clashes will 
spread to the adjoining areas. Even if 
Puliangudi is footed back (o normalcy 
due to the heavy police contingent 
posted (here, tension was palpable in 
(he nearby villages with many Kari j ans 
bracing thesnseTves for en onslaught. 

Wbai is really significant is that ftS$ 
flags suddenly mang up around 
Puliangudi )\m IS days prior to the 
dash. Polihcal par» flags were re¬ 
moved and the R$S fUgs were hoisted 
in Puliangudi Kadeyanallur and few 
other villages nearby. In fact, there is 
an RSS flag at the entrance M the 
Muslim area in Puliangudi. It is almost' 
as if the regson had mco earmarked 
fv vengceffce. There is do doubt (het 
Sait's speech and the increadagly 
aggressive stand of the Muslims in 
region augmented by ihP RSS, are the 
factors that speritad the recent spate 
of clashes. UaHke the Kaoyakumari 
riots where Hindus clashed with 
CheiMiaa fishermen, where the RSS’s 
p r ovocation was opM, in Puliangudi 
their band was subtle. Pweding (be 
Ruyakuaaii clashes there was a Hin¬ 
du reaiggence conference in Nager* 
cost At the conference, Christ laos 
were 
fit 

tenity mocked ol Several provocative 
ead iafltamaiory speeches were 
Bade. Prieets were referred to as: 
"Riradaf Irerbye nedniga/ (priests 
•(tired ia akirisr and Christian 
ammeo were inainuarlngly rMerred to 
^^women who would accommodate 

to, 


vere J a ara d at, nuns and priests w«e 
Idkwed ead canein tenets of Christ* 


ly ••».* leaders urged (be Hindus 
go ia for ea economic boycott of the 


Qtrisdaaa. they were orged adt io 
eacourege family ^aiming at Utat 
amuld entail a reductioD In the Hlitda 
populedott. There was alio e danger¬ 
ous ead vulgar dittU f of RS9 might, 
when cruckloeds of R» men In Hatar- 
coil flaunted their power ^ ahoumg 
*^he padaj porhuate, pedar 

veaume (b this forca enough for you, 
or do you want more?).* A ^urch at a 
village called Pulianthope was 
smashed and a convent raided. A dis¬ 
pensary run by nuns, who fled for their 
lives in fright, was ransacked and (ha 
me^cinea tirewa on the sand. Accord¬ 
ing to eyewitnesses, (he violence was 
perpetreied by e horde of khadi-cled 
men There was frequenr display of 
drill in and around Ragercoil beiKt 
the communal clashes erupted In Mem 
daikaadu (20 km from Nigercoil 
where police firing claimed seven 
lives). 

Alter the Meeneksbipurtm conve^ 
siOAS, the RSS has raally bean growing 
in Strength and momaotum: brais* 
ches in Kanyskumari escalated to 110, 
with about an equal number in 
Tininelveli district. AccordiM to the 
Muslims, soon after the flag was 
hoisted armed men began lo deacend 
upon the village. But like cockroaches 
In daylight ih^ scrurrifd into holes, 
totally hidden from sight. "It was be¬ 
hind toe scene aciiviiy,’* said a Muslin 
youth. Abdul. As (he role of the RSS in 
the Kanyakumari riots draw loud 
angry protests from the DMK, DK, 
Muslim League and the communist 
parties, (the Assembly session was on 
then), this ctma (ha RgS was particu* 
larly careful. The sane tactics wera 

emMoyed: as in Pudur, the Christian 

fishermen’s village just off Men- 
dailtaadu, diesel was ^ured into the 
well and water supply cut to the ham¬ 
let. the wells and pumpseti in 
Ayyapuram met (he same fate. Soon 
after the Kanyakumari riots in March 
(his year, CM MGR called lor a com¬ 
plete halt to religious propaganda for 
six months. And yet the Gnaoe 
Racbam circulates through all the dis* 
ericts of Tamil Nadu particularly in 
villages where conversion has tuen 
place. The only conclusion that one 
comes 10 is (hat (he activicies of (he 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad has the racli 
approval of the ststa government. In 
fact, a number ol viU^rs expressed 
tbeir suspicion of MGR beitig sym¬ 
pathetic to the RSS with one even 
going (0 the extent of calling him an 
*RSo hero." If the MGR government is 
silently encoureging the Vishwa Hin¬ 
du parishad. (he main reason could be 
that (he CM who quails at the prospect 
of taking Mem action just ones not 
want another spate of conversions in 
Tamil Nadu, which has become a dis¬ 
tinct possiblUty with (ho emergence of 
the 5^. On the advice of Mr Heera, 
the co) lector, (he Cnon Rarbam sus- 
pendend its activities in Puliangudi 
and hastily retreated from the scene of. 
violence. But they resumed (heir work 
in Kendal, e village in Madurai district 
where conversions took place last 
yaar. Can a laopard change its spoil? 




INVESTIGATION 



How children rot 
in West Bengal’s jails 


Huridreds of children are denied the protection they are entitled to by law and Internattonal 
conventions because some bureaucrats could not care less, reports UMESH^ANAND 


C haya ii a pratty nina^ar«oi4 
|in with in uiiy jail raeor4. 
Soma yaan a^ iha waa pick* 
ad up by tha ittafarh pcUca 
and ftatad ai a '’itray cntld.* 
it took rha poiica and sub-dmsional 
magiitrate at Bamckpora 4 full 
month to taka a dacision on Kar. k'inaJ* 
ly sha was commiitad to PrasJdancyJail 
whara aha spant a linla more than a 
year. Soma prostitutes in the womans’ 
ward took a fancy to Chaya and gava 
her extra food and clothes. She be* 
came attached to the proatiiuias and 
began calling one of (nan ''Ma*'. So 
great was their influence on her chat 
whan a voluntary organlsaeion 
adopted Chaya it was found that aba 
had picked up the dtstlnctlva manner* 
limi and parfanca of a common proitl- 
nita. It took many months to rahabtll* 
tata har and even though she now goal 
to Khool and lives a more normifUfa 
har past is itUl a blur summad up in 
the official rKords in just two cryptle 
words: “stray child." 

AJlt was sant to Proaldancy Jail 
wbon ha was fiva or six years Old. Ke 
ona knaw hi* real age then and no ona 
does today. A jit. too. was plekad up by 
tha police noe for an offence but 
because ha was lost and homeless. Ha 
spent two years in prison before social 
workers took custody of him. In a 
perfunctory report tha prison psycho* 
logist dascTiba^ the imMct those two 
years.had had on AjitS personality: 
^Effect of prUoniiation is wall marked 
In him...Intanslva traiaing for his re* 
socialisation coupled with advcarional 
programming is the need of tha mo* 
mant. • 

Ajic and Chaya happen to be just 
two of several hundreo children who 
have bean dumped in West Bengal's 

S ri sons over the years because oTthe 
tata’s faceless system of child wel¬ 
fare. In December 1981 there were 444 
children in jails on specific charges 
and 247 who had either bean eban* 
dojied or strayed fruoi their horaes. 
Barely six months later the prisons 
dapartment claims that there are only 
90 on specific charges and 189 who 
have strayed from home. Thera 
appears to m no plausible reeaon for 
the seemingly miraculoui dacreaea, 
but if. IS we are told, the numbar 
keeps HuctuatiAg. it would be safe to 
assume that ibara could at any time be 
several huotfrad children behind bars. 
Exactly to what extant the “effect of 
9a 


E risoai8ecto&* is marked in them la not 
novm beceusa little is made public 
•bout the problem. The right to <^1* 
ciaJ secrecy Is Invoked ell too readily 
and slnca Jails cannot be visited it is 
difficult to gather firsthand infonne* 
lion. 

However, sources calking strictly off 
the record disclose grisly oeiaiU about 
the plight of prison children. Disinher* 
ited of the security and affection of a 
family they ere emocionaJly scAiTed 
end several suffer from speech defects 
end mental retardation, rrlaon psycho* 
loglats and psychietnsts have to deal 
with several types of inmates (such as 
non*criDinal lunatics) and it is diffi* 
cult for them to give the children the 
anenrion they require. Most often 
very Unle la known about the enrec^ 
dents of the children and it Is impossi¬ 
ble to put together detailed history 
sheets which are needed for any kind 
of therapy to be effective. 

Moreover, the very punitive and 
oppressive atmoepbera m a prison Is 
not conducive to the mental and 
physical waU-baliig of a child. On pap* 
ar children are auppoied to be ke^ 
leperace from adult Inmates, but even 


d to be ke^ 
itos. but even 


Children behind bars; doomed 



•specially 


in boner managed central iails It is 
Imposilbla to Isolate them and they 
are always vulnerable to the influence 
of hardened prisoners. District police 
officers ana lowerorder jail am* 
ployees ere candid about rampant 
nomosexualtty behind bars and say It 
is common tor children, especially 
boys, to be exploited. 

A political prisoner who was re* 
leased in 1977 says she sew children 
being beaten up and deprived of their 
rations. Thty wera made to do ell 
kinds of chMOS end there were no 
educetional or recreertonel facilities 
worth the name. She recalls an occa* 
■ion on which social workers^ 
clau ladles, went to the prison with 
food for the children. Ho sooner had 
they left than the ether inmates of the 
ward pounced on tbo chUdren, many of 
trisom in thtir hast# to. iwsJlew the 
food evan sruffod wbola unpaeled 
oranges into their mouths > 

Sending the young to jail not only 
goas against tha basic precepts of child 
welfare, but It Is alM a blatant viola* 
tloo of the law. The Watt Bengal 
Children Act of iSSS ta also categorical 
that children should not be sent to Jail 
and stipulates that borstals and refer* 
matories should be the mpt of the 
juvenile Justice system. The Act also 
empowers the State to set up ti many 
recaption centres si it ^nks necet* 
aery. A great deal of Importance Is 
attached to a reeeptlMi ceaire because 
that is where a child, whether merely 
Defected or an offender, is kept until 
iu» rime as a decliiw on him is 
takas. Ch^ter HI Section 22 of the 
Act clearly statas that when *a diOd 
having beM arrested Is not released 
on baQ under sub-aeotien (i)) by the 
«fficer*iD^tr|e of toe PoUoe station* 
such odfkar shall cause film to ba kept 
in e reception bone in the prescribed 
manner, our ooi to cbe ooucs rretiiofl 
or/aif.* 

Mow« (he social welfare department 
sometiose back made the Children Act 
of 19S9 umliceble throughout West 
Ben^. ThU was a belacM but wej* 
coma decision beceose tit! then It had 
applied cady to Calcutta end some 
yunoundlng areea. Yet In. glmoer the 
seme breath Ibe loelai welfare 
bureeucrets Violated one of ibe piito 
provUioos of tM Aa. by ^jdmg 
iHoiifleilion No JSX«W/44*^ 

3 Juao IWltiiat iu Jeib 

sbmddbe uiad aereci^a onMM,: 








i'ftiusr—■ ^ 

WiiTM irjit. H)e w«{fi^ '^9- 

par(m«nt choscs to'^rv$( ov«r tti« fict 
th^t the lutn qI pro(;«dure which ire 
tneAiK tn go aUm^ with the imple 
mentaijon uf tb« Act bad oot bvcn 
puhhsheiJ in th» official gaxette. This 
me'aus (hat the Act is in operation but 
the very tools with which its provisions 
are m be implemented do not exist— 
an a blu’d situation 
The jail reforms committee has 
made some caustic comments about 
such hureaucranc bungling. Regret¬ 
ting that no “reception house worth 
(bo name has iiecn set up in the 
Stare". ii ha^ pointed out that by 
keeping “ilnhlitn In tail custody the 
very iilijeci of the (.hildren Act is 
frustraied. Thiough association with 
criminals confined In iall these chil¬ 
dren also become herdened enmin 
uIa." The cummitie«*s two-part report 
particularly draws the attention or the 
iinvemmeni (n instances of young 
gnls being kept in wards with “female 
criminals" charged with offences 
under ihe Suppression of Immoral 
Irnffic Act (^r the Kxcise Act (for the 
diHtilbtitm nf illicit liquori 

C hild Welfare has been thuivughly 
clisuI ganIs«'d because of a lack of 
pKinning I'ur insiance, the prisons 
dcpaiHmont has on its nwn set up an 
insiitute fur neglected boy< at Burasat 
It serves us a kind of orwn )8il and the 
boys are allowed to attend nearby 
schools. However, there is no provision 
for girls and the institute can unly 
accommodate a little, more than a 
hundred boys, ihot too chuse who do 
not have charges against them. Ofli- 
ciaU speak in glowing tcrmN of the 
“Harasat experiment," but child wcl 
fare is too s|f«cialisc<l a subject to he 
Ivti to the prisiin*- department, which 
does nut have ihv machinery for such 
work. If children are in jails ur at the 
institute at Barasat It is because of the 
lack of an efficient juvenile Justice 
system. Says the Inspector General of 
prisons. 6. Vf. Kanwar. 'T would like to 
see children uut of jails, but as long as 
courts keep sending them to us there 
is nothing I can do.’' A good twenty 
years after the Children Act wav pas¬ 
sed tiiere it still just une juvenile 
court in the state, (hat too only for 
Calcutta and a few areas in Howrah 
and Barrackpore. In the rest of the 
state children are^like adults, being 
produced before ordinary courts. And 
the fact that they are still being com- 
milted to jail is an Indication that ihe 
maginrates are unaware of the mo vi¬ 
sions of the Children Act and (he 
borstals and reformatories to which 
they can be sent. 

But things are hardly better at ^ 
juvenile court, situated at Salt Lake, 
on (he eastern fringes of the cityr 
Theoretically, (he juvenile court a 
supposed to give (fie ioet or erring 
child a sew ol securiiv. The magis- 
I rate ihoofd have a hnowledge of child 
p^hokoO ^ aptitude for head- 
ting iha special types of cases that 
cob Masp (he cettrt^ Yet at Sail 


n iiMtead*er < ^BirncfliKme'ttt <%iid 

psydb^ogy ancT social 
magistrate too la sent there on a 
routine potting and lacks ibe expert-, 
ence for his (Plicate task. 

Much of the blame fur this chaotk 
state of affairs must be placed ar (he 
door of (he social welfare depanment. 
A glaring example of its sofninistra- 
tive .inefficiency Iv the borstal and 
reformatory in Berhami^re. While 
chddren are languishing in jails, this 
institution has the d^Mincium uf hav¬ 
ing more staff than children on Its 
rolls. Though U can accommodate 
more than 20(1 children, It hns only J9. 
There are bO-udd employees and mosr 
of the Rs 6 lakh budget is spent on 

- - panment end are unsuited to the task 

l.uke there are aimed guards posted el of dealing with lost and pinhJt^m chil- 
the gates and the children are herded dien. Even the acting supeiiniendcni 
together into ■ cell and kepi under admitted. "A borstal is like a jail, you 
bek and key. Till a few months agr see ..** Even, he dues not know w’hai a 
there were only iwv probation offKei» Inirstal should be. 


Rights of a child 


I t was Eglantynejebb, an English' oProtection from any form of ra- 
woman. who fmr set in motion cial. religious or other diKrimina- 
internaiional efforts for providing tion. an upbringing In a ipirit of 
the child with a status. Her pioneer* peace and universal brotherhood, 
ing work in child welfare resulted frut in 19S1, a little more than two 
in (he ^Rights of the Child**, a decades after these good incendons 
declaration adt^ted by the League were announced, a child died every 
of Nations on 26 September 1924. two seconds Despite the advance* 
But the second worle war undid all in science and iKhnology, less chap 
this good work and the declaration ten per cent of the seventeen mil* 
died along with the League. It was lion children who died during the 
only in the fifties that Hte United year were not imnuni^ed. 

Nations decided to draft once again As the report of the director of 
a charter of the rights of the child, the tniied NavoniChildrtO s Fund 
and after certain tn^ifkations ii starkly puts it: This has omti, 
was adopted unanimously at a plen therefore, another year of silent 
^ary sesaioD of the UN General emergency'; of 40,000 children 
(Assembly on 20 November 1959. each day;, of 100 mil- 

The preamble of the declaration Imn children quietly going, to sleep 
affirms that mankind owes the hungry at mghc; of ten million chi • 
child the ben it has to give and that dren quietly watching other chi I- 
efforts should be mode to achieve dren going to school; of onc-fifth of 
children’s rights through legislative th? world’s peop * quietly sirug- 
and other means. The fen rights gling fw Kfe it»if. , . 

entitle the chdd to: And for the children of 1982 the 

k'>Specia] protection, opportunities prospects are hardly better; of the 
and fKilities to enable them to 125 million who will be bom, seven- 
grow in a healthy and normal man* teen million will be dead before 
ner, in freedom and dignity. they are five years old. The major- 

cjSmM securim irscluding adequ ity of infant deaths in 1981 were In 
ate nutrition, oousing, recreation (he countries of Africa and South 
and medk^ SMvices. Asia. With the average incomes In 

ciSpecial treatment, education and these countries unlikely to increase 
care if bandkapp^. hy more than $1 or S2 a year in the 

OLove and oaomaoding and on 80s, their children will remain 
«cmo9^«re of effectioo, in the core shocklod to poverty and disease for 
and undtf the reeponsibiU^ of a long time to CMie. 
their parenu wheoevef possible. Though funds for development 
QFree education and recrearion profrkmmes ore a major problem, 
end equal oeportumtiee to develop u is also to a very Urge extent a 
their individud abilities. question of pnorities. Even if a 

□Prompt protection and relief in fraction of what is spent on trma- 
timaa of disester. oenrs were to be channelled to* 

^mectloo agaiiMt aU form* of wards primary^ health, children 
neglect, cruelty aed evploiiatlon. would not be in the shadow of death. 
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Art for mbney’s sake 

Serious mismanagement and financial irregularities plague the affairs of the All India Fine 
Arts and Crafts Society. VINCENT O' SOUZA investigates the causes. 


T he All India Fine Art« and 
Craf« Society <AIFACS)> 
New Delhi, is over SO years 
old; it celebrated its lolden 
jubilee three years ago. For 
institutions, this should mark the ad* 
vent of mature middle age. But m this 
case it seems to have signalled senility 
and decay. And many symptoms of rot 
.hat were carefully hidden for long 
have of late erupted to the surface 
making people suddenly wake up to 
the fact that something is seriously 
wrong. 

Started by the late Earada Ukil 
when he shifted from Calcutta to New 
Delhi, AIFAC5 did pioneering work in 
taking Indian art exhibitions to 
Europe. When the late Usha Nath Sen 
was its preaidani, and men like K.R.K. 
Menon (then finance secretary to the 

S veriuneni of India) and F. N. Kirpel 
9 later became chairman of the 
aEiecutive board of UNESCO) were Its 
chairman, the institution was a model 
of financUl propriety and dtd a fine 
>ob of an promotion. But all that 
seems to be a closed chapter now. 

Observers of the art scene in the 
capita] feal that the decline began 
when Dr M. S. Ruidhawa took over as 

S 'aiideni. AIFACS has an art journal. 

bppi LeJcha, of whkh ihcpresldeni is 
tha chief editor. In 1969, when Dr 
Randhawa reached the age of 60, ha 
decided to bring out a special number 
of the loumal as a homage to himself. 
Even these who recognised Dr Ran* 
dhawa*i work in the field of art had 
misgivings about the president of a 
society and editor of its journal bring* 
ing opt an^abhinendsn tnntfi on him* 
self. But the misgivings turned to die* 
gust when the outrageously expensive 
production came out with about threa 
doien photographs of the editor in 
colour and black and whica. It rtpro* 
ducad verbatim in costly art paper 
favourablt reviews of his books. Serb- 
jaet Singh, who was than 
president of the society, resigned In 
protest.'* 

Kot at all daunted by this, the presi¬ 
dent next stirtcd i comk opera of 
honouring the members of the society, 
who were his loysl supporters, with 
eulogistic citetibcu. Ke neturaliy be* 
gen with himself. This beeeme e 
routine and the ferce stopped onlg 
when three members^K. K. Kelr 
(Krlihne Cheltanyel. Bimal Das Gupta 
and Jaswant Singh—firmly refused to 
be honoured thus. 

A suit# has been expansively fur¬ 
nished and alrcendltioned at the 
AIFACS building for Dr Randhawa. It 


is understandable that the president 
should not be charged when be uses 
this suite during his visits to Delhi. But 
difficulties arose when his relatives, 
who have nothing to do with the socie¬ 
ty. began to stay there for days 
together. When this came to be known, 
there were some murmurs of protest 
and the president closed the matter by 

K ying up at the rate of Rs $ per day. 

e constitution of the society clearly 
says that decisions on financial matter 
can be taken only by resolutions of the 
elected council. But this matter was 
never brought before the council. 

The president has a staunch ally in 
the secretary, a Mid employee He 
draws nearly Rs 3000 in cash every 
month and has a penthouse flat which 
would easily feten at least Rs SOOO a 




month as rent today. He not only does 
not pey any rent but passes on the 
electricity and water bills to the socie¬ 
ty. A detailed study by Mr K. K. Nair, 
the former chairman, has shown that 
tha aecreiary of AIFACS gets four 
times the emoluments of similar func* 
tionaries in other far more active 
cultural organisations of the capltel. 

There Is e whole formel structure 
an elected council, executive and fi* 
nance committees. But elections are 

never held on time and the president 
and the secretary run the society like e 
proprietorial outfit. There are strict 
rules that the theatre and the galleries 
should not be hired out without adv¬ 
ance receipt of rentals. But the secret¬ 
ary has bMn waiving this, in many 
cases for several years. The arrear 
rentals for 1961 now stand at Rs 
19,000. 

Mr K. K. Nair, for many yaari vica- 
president, had resigned towards the 
end of 1960 in disgust over all the 
irregularities. But ne accepted the 
chairmanship (the chairman is re¬ 
sponsible for the day-to-day adminis¬ 
tration undar the constitution) when 
the president promised him support 
for a cleanup. Mr Nair wanted disci¬ 
plinary action to be taken against the 
secretary. But the president vetoed 
^the proposal. The chairmen came to 
know that books were being regularly 
stolen from tb« library. But when he 
started investlgatiiig. the seerttery 
blandly told him that lomebody had 
stolen the issue repsteN The chair* 
man's enquiry tbowM that 200 out of a 
total of 2,000 books—«r 10 par cant— 
were misiiM. These if e ail expensive 
art books. But the president decided 
that this was not a Hrioua enough 
matter over which drastic action nead 
be taken. 

A few years ego the secretary added 
a room to his flat without anybody 
knowing about It except the prandant 
who sanctloRid the expenditure 
though be doea not have the powera to 
do 10 . The secretary knew all the rules, 
but be knew also that ha ct^d i|nor# 
thtfinattce committee and the eouncil. 
This was sound judgment on hli pert, 
for In spite of proresti from the vie» 
president, this time too the president 
ehoM not to take acrion. 

Little wonder that the Mme thing 
has bam rapaited on a Urger icala. Is 
late 1911, the AIFACS agreed to build 
ethifd floor (rgaljy a fUni noerl le be 
rented eat to the BricMCouecU which 
eboagrdedteMethivthecoatof the : 
general footdift of tha «xterior/7ha 
cotmcil reported (othoaoaieiy {hit the 
























Mcrettfy hM hMt bis. flit 
rtoowid (with pink muhk tUM ^or 
omt). Thii w«i aoi • Mrt of 


the bethrooou). 
the fecc'lilt ud the cdoodl decided 
(hei It would not meet ent of the 
•xpesdicure of Rs 40^100 fdr it. In aoy 
bmenly run outfit, tucb ■ Mftous 
irrefultflty would hive led to the 
diuwiMLl of (he employee. Bur the 
pretldent not only huihed up the net* 
ter. he imoei^ to ove the tecretary a 

S it of Ra 2,000 for ais contribution tO 
e work of conatructlng the new floorl 


the belenoe sheet suhoiitted to the 

under the tmbigaoue heeding "Rent 
and dmatioru.'* Done docs were, of 
course, next n> nil. 



This was the last straw that made 
the chairmen Nair resi|p in disgust. 
"Your coBipleM Identuicetien with 
the secrerarVi" he wrote to the preii* 
dent, "in such totally indefensible ex* 
peaditu/e is another unhappy feature 
whkb tells me that 1 should get out 
fast from here." There were also other 
features which were not just unhappy 
but illegal. Till recently, the rente! 
revenue of the socien from the floors 
let out CO the British Council and other 
offices was Rs. 3 lakhs a year. Thn 
chiinnao diKOvered that im amount 
was being shown as donations for 
many years to evade the municipal 
house (ax and he insisted (hat chit be 
shown as rent. The new floor built as 
additional space for the Miish Coun* 
cil would fetch another Rs 3 lakhs. 
Pressura was put on tha British Coun> 
cll to cancel the lease deH already 
sitned and sign a fresh one to the 
enect chat the entire rent was a dona* 
Hon. They refused. Nevertheless, in 


Nearly two years ago» e pilot scheme 
was fonnuUtod to tssut member 
artists of AlPACS to a^lmtiaos 
In other cities by jnir<htsm| I work of 
theirs for Rs 1,000. This vras to be done 
strictly on merit. The redplcnts of (he 
assistance were also required to give a 
report about the pms notknk^ and 
sales. But a couple oi council m ano r s 
promptly colleoed the money from 
(he treasurer, who has modelled him* 
self on (he admin isiratlve style of the 
president, even bafore the council 
ever saw their appliceiions. They had 
little (0 show by way of prass tMtices 
and they refused to oisckM their sales 
because, as frankly told the ptesi* 
dent, they never paid any income tax 
on their sales. They also happen to be 
comfortably placed govenunant ser* 
vasts. On top of it all though nearly 
two years have gone by and a 
oeen 


tion for i\ years aad bad ceased to 
have any nember^ip rights. < < 
gome council mexabers who nave 
been seoior administrators hive repd*. 
itedly protested at meetings that some 
of the artist members are vielating (he 
priodples cd registered societiee by 
aistributiAf tha assets of the society 
among themselves. But nothing has 
happened. 


reminders have 


dosen 
smt, (hey have 
not given the society any painungs of 
ttoirs. The cheirman aug^ted oteir 
expulsion under the provuions of the 
consHrution. But the president did the 
o^^site; he Mnctlcoed such esiivt* 
ance to six mbre people, waiving the 
condition of their gi'^ p^rtris in 
lieu. One of the beneficiaries was an 
Inist who had not paid his tubscrip- 


Mr Nair’s letter to the president 
resigning the chairmanship concludes 
thus: "Leadership is of two kinds. In 
the first, one has to have a clear vision 
of goals and work with ini^ity for 
their realisation. There Is risk h^ as 
aelfi^ types may gang up a^osl 
one...! would cheerfully lake it. In the 
other kia^ one leads by consenting to 
be led. For some pitiful persona 1 
advantages, one surrenders the duty 
and the privilegt of working to make 
institutions grow to |r«amess. Nor 
being a Buddha or a Jesus Christ, 1 
have 'not tha illghteat Intention of 
semionlsiag anyone who chooses this 
Una...I want to quit right away," 
ft was because AlFAtS claimed co 
serve the cause of art that the govern* 
meni gave it land at a prime location 
and also a loan to erect it! building. 
One reason why its affairs hdve not yet 
drawn more cntka) comment Is that it 
has an enormous fund of goodwill built 
up through a lot of good work done in 
the past. And it has ample resources to 
do more in the future. If only It could 
be better managed. 9 


Blow up’if*s fun! 

^With nubnne 

^ Bubble Gum 



Bfewabi^Ug. 
Blow a bubbk tmdl, 
Now it any number 
ofwM. 

But always... 

How up... 
^Bkwup^ttb fun! 
wih Nutrine 
Bubble Gum. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


error at midnight 


Ever since the 1971 cyclone, which leftover 10.000 dead in its trail, the people of the coastal 
areas of Orissa in Balasore. Pun and Cuttack districts have been Imng through a continual 
fiightmare: one day the same would happen again. Nightmare turned to reality on the night of 3 
June when a severe cyclone hit the coastal belt. Wmd speeds reached upto 220 km an hour 
and the cyclone left in its wake 250people dead as well as damages totalling lakhs of rupees. 

AJOY DEYphotographed the destruction. 


A brt^c/ie 


A ptUtr i\ ill rtfujix' •• mhtt ■ ....... * < 

iRCev* K’Auch/i A CuiracA rdijife A thifuhti/ iWrA ifs wot bhnn a/f in tht /'jr.rJrcy iH>tt trr4 


Cinema Ac 


A (yiione-jrrjcicM vieom ttiodt with rwc cf hts eh 


Ai a' the ^un came nut, the pt-ople Mar ted rebuildtng their no uses 


Ufe goti QA u muU!9 M 
COUpfA AiA^ 4A AMt pljtlg 
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TDe 900 9n. 
bottle of 

^PPy^HPMg 7 in'1 Apple 
^■■HA Juice Concentrate. 

’ ipifl^V It makei 7 bottktt, 

or 97 slasse^ of 
pure apple Juice. 

At about fte. 1 per ^ait; 
Ifs a taft/ barsaln. 

^ It b ao eafr to make 


Just add chUled water, and It's ready; 
you dont even need to add lusar. 
Ifs so easy to store too. Just re^ap 
your bottle of corKcntrate and store 
ordlnariy. It does r>ot need refrfscratlor). 


< Mdew SMI or purt mic Me*. Sn^lnMeortt. 
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Our strategic interest in Burma 


G enertI Nt Win hcs h»d a 
difficult innings nearly 
20 yean «$ Surme'e »ui>' 
refte ruler. In the east, 
the Karens and Shans» 
supported by the Burmese Com¬ 
munist Pany (BCP) have t^en up in 
arms since independence. These 
areas adjoin China and Thailand In 
the west, large areas across the 
Chindwin River, along tha fndo- 
Burmeae border, are virtually un* 
administered and have become a 
haven for insurgents, svho are 
joined by their co'eihnic conpat- 
rloti from India 

General Ne Wtn is not a religious 
man nor is he a good Buddhist. 
Six rimes* married, he was a pUy* 
boy and gambler in his younger 
days. When he took over tha gov* 
ernmeni. he became an exclusive 
dictator and isolated his country . 
from the world In 1975, he decided 
to accept foreign assistance which 
he had routinely shunned until 
then The Burmese economy which 
had been in a shambles for long 

t ears began to improve In 1990, 
urma withdrew irom the Non* 
Aligned movement: it began 
accepting a western role in da* 
veloping its natural resources and 
had begun cooperating with the 
World Banx and the Asian Davalop* 
mem Bank. 

Na Win next declared an amnesty 
for aU opponents of his regime who 
surrendered to the authorities.At 
the seme time, he helved the sent* 
ences of criminals and released 
political priaonars About 2,000 of 
them took advantage of the offer 
and give chamaelvee up. Politically, 
the Migast gain has Deen the re¬ 
turn of U Nu. from whom the 
General had taken over power. U 
Ku hu accepted a special award 
and an anacned peailoo. thereby 
tacitly ackDowledging the laiiclAa* 
cy of tha preaeat rofima. out in 
aUUtary tarma, Operanon Amnesty 
was a failure. rOaly a few of those 
who lurrtfldered were inaurgeots 
and tiieae. too were of miner la* 
portaace. throughout tbo Aog* 
socni of 199(L the lotermnent , 
Dfio^ted with tha BCP. Karen 
aad Ohao laeitrgoott witamie re* 
Tha Buraaaa amy than re* 
w tfne d its back>breakin| ceuater* 
insurgeacy oparatlow. A ^d of 
Burau'i budM is now beirig spent 
oa defence, out tba teak leas up 
iMa muobm of army aalca which 
sttfrar caiualflao evary year, 
yoraovar, InaurfMcy lapedas (be 
4myp9a&t of DifioacJ raaourcaa 
hrifrt are mihiacted la luacrlila 



WAR 

'AND 

PEACE 






^ He Win auffan froA 
gad Udaay allawati, ho 


U U. A, VAt (HAtd) 

neverrhaless plays golf every week 
Diplomars say that he is lucid and 
very yretl informed. Bur the Gener¬ 
al, aged 70, has bagon feeling hit 
years and refleciing on his mortal' 
ity Whilst addressing the niling 
Burma Socialist Programme Party 
<BSPP) ha said **No human being 
can escape growing old* becoming 
sick and eventually dying. It would 
be most improper if 1 were to relin 

S UKsh my responsibli» only on 
cath '* tn November 1981. General 
San Yu, $3*ytar*old fonnar chief of 
staff who previously held the num* 
ber two position to the state hierar* 
chy as seerttay of ibe Council of 
State, was named President of Bur* 
me But Ne Win has only given up 
soAie of the trappingt « authority, 
and none of its substance By hand* 
me over the presidency, Ne Win has 
relieved himself of ceremonial 
duties. Ha toll retains the chair¬ 
manship of the party through which 
ha controls the government. He 
also shows no signs of relaxing bis 
cloae itteotiM to affairs of the 
army which has betn his source of 
power. 

So. Banna continues to be gov* 
anted by Ne Win. aaalsted by the 
new President and Mr Maung 
Maung Kba, aged S2 who has boon 
ro*appo(nted as Prime Minuter for 
a se€efld*Tear torm. But the man to 
watch la Brigadier Tin Oo. wd S3, 
(not to bo coafdbod with Ganoral 
Tia U, a dlamiaaod army chiaf). Tha 
Brigadier was ioMructad in aapion* 

Th« Burma Road, eom- 
paradtothelOtyber 
Paaa. has historically al¬ 
ways baen a backdoor to 
India. Today avants in 
.Rangoon could have a 
profound impact on our 
•anattiva bordsr statas 
that adjoin Burma: Am- 
nachal Pradesh, Naga¬ 
land. Manipur ana 
Mizoram. 


age during World War 11 in Japan. 
Later, ho was trained by the cen* 
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) be* 
fore taking over as Burma's chief of 
intelligence. The betting on tha 
Rangoon |olf<ourse is that Brlga* 
difrr Tin Oo will become a third 
member of the trumvirate, besides 
the Prime Minister end PKsedani, 
to whom Genera] Ne Win plans to 
bequeath the reins of government. 

Burma has been a friendly neigh* 
bour Tlie people living un both 
sides of the Indo*Burme»e border 
are of the same ethnic stock, 
whether Naga, Kuki or Luihai. 
Many who hve near (he btfder 
have relatjvev across the border. 
Movement both weys is not res¬ 
tricted. all that IS required if one is 
going upto 40 km across, Is a valid 
teason and a pus signed by the 
local district administrator—Bur* 
mete or Indian The Burmese m* 
variably cross over to make purch* 
ases of matches, cloth, salt and 
torchbatteries. Indiana travel To 
meet relatives Burmese and Indian 
border patrols keep in touch with 
one another and exebange greet* 
ings whenever they meat at out¬ 
posts But large areas of the boritor 
within Burma are trackless jun^a 
and difficult to control. Tbaae form 
natural sacctuanas Into which Indi¬ 
an in>ur|anis from Nagaland, Man* 
ipur and Mizoram taka rafue to 
escape from the Indian army. If the 
Burmese army comas across any of 
them, they are dealt with ruthless* 
ly. This happens rarely as the area 
IS difficult to penetrate and the 
Burmese irmy is thin on the 
ground. 

The Burma Road, compared to 
tha Khyber Pass, has historically 
always been a backdoor to India. 
Today, events in Rangoon could 
have a profound impact on our 
sensitive border states that adjoin 
Burma* Arunachal Prsdash. Nw* 
land. Manipur and Misoram. Da* 
spite Chloa^i long shadow over Bur* 
ma. General Ne Win has managed 
to stay out of the SliUhSovlct con* 
flier. He has cenipicie«s1y re* 
fraintd from ctiriclslng Vletoam. 
Will those who follow tnt (Mneral 
be able to continue hii policies? 
wm the BCP wrest power frocti the 
BSPPt WIU tha BCP be a Dgtlonal 
party or will it adopt the China or 
Boviat line? Will the Aums and 
Karaos continue their *fight' 
agaicisc Rangoon or will there be a 
recoftclUatioti which will srre^ 
than the unity and Integrity St 
Burma? To ny mind, the anawars to 
tbeae questions could have i more 
pr^ound ]on|*tenn effect on Indl* 
i's strategU outlook than events In 
Pakiaten. 





bUNUAY bKtCIML 



Journey to the top of the world 


On Mhv Il)S2 d niotiey gruut> ut (our 
men reuched ihe Ksfakcrfim P^st on 
the notih west (tp of India. Looking 
dusty, unahsvi'/i and weather l»eaten. 
they had lemhed the end of what was 
pet haps one of (he most arduous cx 
peiiinons across (he Uirndtayas ever 
made, second miJy tit the chrnbing of 
Moii/ii Everest. Thev hud started 47S 
days ago from Ceifing in Atunaehat 
Prudesit on f5 Januorv t9dJ. They hud 
set out to do iomvthine never done 
before, to walk aero.s's tne Himalayun 

Im der. hetwvrn height.s of 10,000 and 

2.h000 feet, using uncharted routes. 
The (our memhers of the irans- 
Himjl.ivH/t vkpcdition were: the teed' 
er. ('apt. H. S Kohh. the deputy leader 
Capi. H. Chaiihan, Saib Sub^ar Nar 
Dahndur tiuiung and Stmo Dorji Shtr- 
po. .4/ rhe Pc Ini headquarters of the 
eKiH dirwn. Cot. S. S. Hingh was keep 
itif} track of their mo>efnvnts*^5 far 
as If was possible—over the radio, 
iii MiA} talked to the four expedition 
nwiohers Mtd to Col. Singh, at Delhi. 
Ekvoipts from the interview: 



fit, m<mber^ ot ihv haiis (hmalavan cxpi-dition <le(i ro righti f'vs'i. ff. O hnhli, 
iN P ghclp-i. <\tpi H i'hauhan. Naib Subedat S.fr Bahadur (Jannig.-imd the 
m rx.’of f)iuk 


VVAt> first .suggested 

m I ^ rhe idea of n trans- 

■ m Himalayan vxpedi- 

V ^ 0 thn? 

Col. Singh: There 
wvtp m.iny why ihi& expedi* 

tion wji'* underiaken. Tndiiy, hItdosI all 
tile (hdlicnges posed by The Himalayas 
hdvr been met Jii one t«ay or another 
(n the HimaJavas there wasn't a thing, 
in terms uf hei^i, left For anyone to 
do any mure. Our idea of a trans- 
HimuUyan expeditton was to have a 
lnt)k at the Himalayas m a closer, more 
dctuikJ way There has never been a 
comparison by one particular team of 
the entire Himalayan range, where the 
customs, the traditions and the people 
vary considerably. There has never 
been one team or individual who has 
scanned the cumpfete Himalayas. 
foMiid out the way of life of ihe diffe¬ 
rent people and what (he Himalayas 
arc and what they mean to them. 

Also, U meant finding new routee. 
crossing uncharted areas, because to 
dll that you have to get into the 
interiors. The greater Himalayas from 
the cast to the north-west span, as the 
crow flies on our border, is about 2,200 
km. Tu do chat you needed a team 
which would have tremendous will 
power and determination and also who 
Uould) understand the basics of every¬ 
thing. Here in the trans-Himala^n 
expedition's case you needed a chap 
who could do a lot of rock climbing 
who cuuld go over glaciers, could go 
over thy ice and the snow, keep his 
direction in closed areas, face (he 
various singes of the weather because 
ihe weather i» a tremendous thing end 
34 


(o get into an unknown ruuir vvery 
dav. That is where thi're i> a very big 
difference lietweeii a normal expedi- 
ciim and this expedition. 

41 .’ How many kilometres dtd you 
walk in a dav^ 

Capt. KohJi. Well, we wxlkcJ lx- 
Tw(*en 2$ ami V) km every day. 

Q' What time woufd .vou normally 
start in the mornnig? 

Capt. KoMi: It used 10 deps*rid on 
where we were. When we were in 
Arunachal for example it was January, 
the sun rises early and sets early in the 
east in winters, wo used in start be¬ 
tween six and seven after lakiiig bed 
tea and brunch Then we'd stop at 
three o'clock or so lo soi up our camp, 
because at four o'clock it used to get 
dark, so one hour befoie that you 
retjuire to set up the camp, gather 
firewood, prepare wmethine for din¬ 
ner, put on our radio-set and by 6.30- 
seven o'clock, latest by eight o'clock, 
we'd be in our steeping hags. Some¬ 
times in Nepal we'd think let's cover 
as much as we can, so we'd ask (he 
locals how far it was to the nexi place 
or camping site. Now the locals are 
quite used (0 tlw hills and they'd s^ 
it's jusi nearby. How much lime will it 
take, we'd ask, and they'd say half an 
hour or so So we'd say it's only 
4 -4.30,so by five o'clock we'd be 
there, ft hapo^^ couple of times that 
we kept walking and we didn’t find a 
place to stay up to nine or (en o'clock 
a( night. 

Q: Didn't any of you get bhstere or 
foot trouble? 

Capt. Chauhan; We used up eight 
pairs of shoes on the expedition. K 


new pair meant a little trouble In (he 
beginning but we got so used to the 
blisters (hat they would heal while 
walking. We never stopped because of 
these minor things. 

Q: Apart from sotting up a camp, 
what would you do at a new pface.’ 

Capt. Kohli; Suppose we were camp¬ 
ing in a village, we'd go around the 
village, vee huw the people lived, what 
all they ate. what tneir houses were 
like, their customs, talk to the villa¬ 
gers, see how old people lived-—things 
like (hat. 

O; How long would you stay at a 
village? 

Capt. Chauhan: After tofi to 20 days 
when we wanted to rest and also see 
the place, then we used to stay for one 
day. Someiimcf in winter the weather 
forced us to stay for longer durations. 

Q: What did you wear for the ion^ 
severe winter? n 

Capt. Chauhan: Feather jackets, 
gloves. Our main priority was to 
self-contained for a particular dura 
tion. Say for eight days. We oouldn’ 
carry too much. Eve^hing had to 
in our rucksacks: rations, cooking . 
tent, radio set, deeping bag, eve.ry 
thing ,' : 

Col. Sioghi, We ai the Delhi head 
quarters had Worked oUl that every li 
to 20 days they would moot a svppoi 
group. Wa had pUimed the coaiaci 
points aarlier, that at such a^ such 
pUco they would get spenfic equipj 
meni. but if they neoM anything ii| 
baewea n . they hid to tell us ever thi 
radia 

Q Wert there any qwrwif ^ 4n> 
tetuton during Che oxpedHiepi ■ \ 




















• 



CapfidinihU'.itm bitf 

r«tcliM tiM KarMpiw. i 
coftthffr for IS nondu ~ fo 
4iyosd In oji 

bod to itoy toMthor a «• 
compute tbe euediiion. 
Oipi. XohJi; The teem 


Mooflr MeJieiu: epprMr*jft# rAe ptik 


liion. 

teem neoiben 
kneW eAch other very well before Uie 

ActuiUp it ii uue 
when humen betw »tey tOfether, 
(binf$ do happen. Buo once you have 
ah aim in mind, than ocher thiOBi 
become aecondary, Even ii romechifiB 
happeni It may matter for one minute, 
tvfo minutes <oniy}. We hed derided if 
one person did not like a thini. He'd 
keep duUi about it and tba other 
person will elso forget ebouc it and 
after two minutes we were agiln 
normal. 

Col. Singh: That was a promlM 
which the team had given to rne chief 
of the army staff, on che day he 
handed over the army flag to them on 
31 December 1980, when che expedi* 
tion left Delhi The chief had said that 
The ar^y flag la a prestigious flagM am 
handing.It to you. 1 want you to 
carry that flag, reach Karakoram and 
unfurl it.* That was a major binding 
factor for che team 

Q: (To Naib Subedar Nar Bahadur 
Gurung, the ski expert), ^ou were 
hom in the ffimafayta fn whnt way 
Aai thit expedition axpandeo your 
perepecrfve ihout the Him§l9y$n 
mounuim^ 

Gurung: In different areai one Mw 
different tBrrajni end so too ire the 
people, their culiurel tradlcJoni and 
thifr lifestyle different. 

Q: What d/d you likn heir durinf the 
emd/t;on/ 

Gurung: The behaviour and tha attl* 
rude of tne people in the Hlmeleyan 
belt. They ere very simple people. 
Th8y art very hoipltible and reap^t* 
full offering whatever little they neve 
to vlsitora. Of »urse they have very 
little to offer. They drink salt tee, ear 
sifu. Whatever llctle he has, he will 
offer you. Nor is he greedy about your 
pessesslons. He might eppreclete 
iwiething you have out he will not 
start calculating how he could taka it 
away from you. If you leave your 
mori^ somewhere, or expensive Items 
hke cemen or redio. they wilt not 
fiddle wish ll or steal It. 

Q; (To NioM Dorfi Sherpa) you have 
psen mosjAfasoeer/vtf for yeefs> Whit 
special hippliuu do the fCi'mxiayen 
moootalos bring you? 

Sherpi: The moumsin is quiet, 
peacefu. If you are physically and 
nanfalb have no worries on a. 

ibouAiau there am*t- coq many peo*, 

S le Interfering in what you are doing, 
uc In Iklhl leven find it difficult to 
cross a road. . 

O' i)fd you ever foe) frighteoad 
d^gg tkh asgsedfctoo? 

moNi la stub • leng expediilen,* 
fair iB dahtfai.&M would be one 
are only four people and 
'^felllUer 
difftfiltfor dM 

..TO.- 


Wit not frightened of walking or 
climbing. 

Q: The axpedi>/on ft reported to 
have had rwo acc/denrs. 

Gurung: Thare was an avalancha 
and a ro» slide. On 8 March 1982 wt 
were skiing down neir Klbbtr vlUaie 
on our wiy to Ladakh from the SpTtl 
valley. We were ikilna below a iceep 
ridgt. Just as I was taung a turn away 
from the slope 1, who was In from, 
heard the mountain hreeklng. I 
shouted 10 the others et the back. But 
while 1 got awey, Capt Kohll tod Cam. 
Chauhan were being swept by the 
avalanche. 

Cam. Chauhan: We were caught 
absolutely unawares. Suddenly there 
was a big sound, as If something was 
cracking or breaking and immediately 
Capt. KohU, who was next to me. 
shouted *ic*i coming.* Ibe moment 1 
looked back I saw a snow cloud rising 
up in the sky and the Whole soow 
mouhcaln item ad to be sliding down. 
My Immediate reecdoo was to try to 
get out fasc-bul before {could do ibat I 
MMisd I bad lufflbied dovwi and huge 
mow slabs were oo me and I was 
absohitely in the dark and going down 
at a fast speed. For a moment I 
ihoulght i was MA«. But you don't ^ve 
Up ao eeitly. snow dusi was getting 
Otto my nostrils and I began to choke. 
My skis were entangled,! couldn't do 
anything 1 wsi going head down and 
Mgi up. With a freei effort I put my 
MAb in frofit or my neet to make a 
lirtle f peca to bceaHie. f could maivige 
that but still there seemed oo chance 
.of surviving, even though li was only 
for two minutes. 1 thou^t ages had 
posstd. But soon 1 realised that) had 


a 


come to a halt. But it wu gettlag very 
difficult to braathe nowf I made ■ hole 
In the surface with my right hand, end 
fortunetaly tha fisc want out. A gueh of 
fresh air came in. When I put my hand 
out. an other hind rook hold of ni 
helped me out. It was Capt'KohH^i 
hand. 

Capt. Kohll: I had managed to re> 
move my skis and Hosted down on the 
ivalsncne. When I came to • halt, 1 
was half out, so I could push myseU up. 

}: The orher acc/dedr? 

.spc. Kohli: The ocher Incident took 
place in Nepel. The place Is known as 
Anphulabtsa Pass, above 19,000 feet 
We were moving from Makalu to tha 
Everest region^^cha highatt route dur- 
ing che expedition. We had to cross 
three successive passes above 20.000 
feet. These are permanent glsclen 
and only very few organised expadl* 
cions had crossed these Nisas. The 
approach is very very diniculc. Com* 
ing down the pass we had fixed a rope 
and were brinmng our rucksacks In i 
relay system. It was very steep end 
avalanches of rock and snow wve 
coming vety frequently. Suddenly 
there was a huge rock avalancha com¬ 
ing in line win u«. We immediately 
dashed to selected ledges for shelter. 
We were saved by this protection and 
huge, flve.Tort boulders came boundng 
down. It lasted a few thlnutes. 

Q: Did che expedition have any 
ocher ro/e. apart horn rrakJuni? 

Col. Singh: Ho, aoibing dse at ell. It 
was undertaken oely for the challenge 
W It, for the adventure, of walking 
acroes the Hiaulayas frem one comer 
to the other. S 
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LEBANON WAR 


Israel can do no wrong 


By RITA MANCHANDA 


I 


n th« South Atlantic (here was the well rehearsed 
scenario of an aging great power defending one of id 
renaining imperial posMSSions. the.FaUtland Islands, 
■gainst Argentine aggression which was condemned 
by the UN Security Council, with economic and 
ary supoort by the UoA for Bniain. (he iniured party. 


mihtanr support by the USA for Bniain, (he injured party. 
But, shift (he focus to West Asia, (he vital nexus of 


geostrategic and oil interests and witness Israel. In its 
obseisiva quest to raalise its definition of security; yat again 
taxing the tolerance of the international system, it Invued 
Southern Lebanon. The USA abstains, indeed vetoes any 
forthright condemnation of the Israeli action in the UN. At 
the meeting of the NATO heads of state there is no 
condemnation of Urael. No immediate withdrawal is de* 
mended by the USA and no economic sanctions or arms 
embargo are to be imposed. 


It is the pattern of response that we are accustomed to: 
e virtual impunity with which Israel is able to act. 


the virtue 
whether ir 


lai impunity witn wmcn Israel is able to act, 
ir is tne annexation of East Jerusalem and tb* 


GoUn Heights, the strike on the Iraoi nucleer rea<fo«*or.its 
policy of confiscation of Arab lano and Implaniarion of 
Jevnsh settlements in the West Benk and Casa. Certainly, 


the USA responded to the virtual annexation of the Golan 
Heights by suspending, temporarily, its strategic under* 
standing with Israel. The striae on the nuclear reactor was 
punished by a few weeks' delay in the supply of F-lSs. It 
seems that Israel's recent attempt to reshape the politkeJ 
map of Lebanon will also meet with only cosmetic sane* 
tions. No one will care if Southern Leb^on becomes a 
desolate ruin or the PLO is destroyed. The number of dead 
already has gone up to 583 people with 16.606 injured, 
largely Lebanese civTliani and Palestinians. 

ina UN—(ha global crisis managers t he superpowers 
and the other Arabs are apparently unwiUinp or unable to 
check Israel recasting the map of West Asia for its own 
security. One recalls with bitter irony the US sectary of 
state Mr Haig's policy statement on West Asia of 26 May 
when he asserteo that, "no other region is less forgiving n 
political passivity than the Middle East." 

The sh^rallegations of collusion between the USA and 
Israel should be best left to the propagandists. On the 
contrary, the Americans seem to have been working 
consistently to shore up the uneasy IsraeLLebanese cease* 
fire of 2 July 1961, which they hM bolstered with Saudi 


they had bolstered with Saudi 


tsmtli tanks clatter down the mam street of Sldott 





finunce. It is not sensitivity to Pelestlnien br Arab righ 
that moves the Reagan administration but the desire i 


that moves the Reagan administration but the desire i 
integrate West Asia into its global policy of containment. 

Moreover, Western streregiics have sought to project thi 
next to conreunism. the greatest thre.it is from tli 
resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism as epitomised in tli 
Iranian revolution and is destabilising implications for 
regional balance that is in the West's favour. Interesdngl; 
th^ strategists push forward a scenario in which E 
(he pariah of the Arab world since Camp David, ir 
politico-strategic mainstream of West Asia acts as a coui 
terbalance to the destabilising Iranian influence. 

Recently, however, if Mr Haig's policy statement is 
guideline, there appears to be a greater recognition of th 
need to wresile pontically with such central issues as th 
Pilasnnian Question and the Lebanon imbro^io. This < 
course is witnin the terms of reference of the Camp Davl 
aggord. Plans were, in fact, afoot to give an impetus to th 
moribund "autonomy talks’* on the West Bang and Gai 
during the imminent visit of the Egyptian foreign ministt 
Mr All to Washington, whanUraelunilaterally decided t 
opt for a military Mttlemcnt. 

It is not surprisiiu that Israeli Prime Minister Begi 
shattered the liraili*Ltbanese ceasefire but that he did m 
do so before. For months, there have been rumours on bot 
sides of an imminent rupture. Mr Begin may well have bee 
penuaded to invade MbanoQ because he would gai 


ne was uonjceiy eo tortet tnat tus earner stnke on tnt ira 
nuclear reactor had gom much to swing the vote in fa 
favour an lest elections* Beadea. Mr Begin was able to se 
the Camp Oevid accord under which Sinai was returrMd i 
Egypt, to hawkish Israeli popular opinion by promising thi 
no more occupied territw wotilo be bartered away fc 


peace. By attacking Lebanon, he is perhaps, honouring h\ 
"pledge." Urael has also launchec a vigorous phase < 
encouragini Jewish settlemencs on the wen Bank an 


etKouramni jawtsn saruamencs on tne wait mu an 
Casa. The Israeli policy of "creatiog facts" will mak 
annexation of these occupied areas a mere formality 
Palestinians in the territories have been persistently reiia 
ing such policies and It Is believed that the Israe 
authorities were not unmoved by the prospect that crutfiifi 
the PLO in Lebanon would have a very demonliiing aff« 
OR Palestine recisiaace in the occupied teititorles. Aa ih 
civil administrator of the West Bank, Menacham Jifileof 
svcdncily Ml it: "Wa are righting the PLO to make peac 
with the niestittians.” 

It has been suggested that Israel to iu LebaneM'Ktlm 
wtsbad to preempt the posribiUly Of Saadi Prince Fehd* 
plan for a peace settlement that anrisagad a Paleatinigi 
state. The kraetii were probeMy aleo coaridest that da 
other Arabs would not iAtanrena militarily ^crp^9 neutral 
had been secured throt^ the Ca^ iMi^iccord 
the Sinai tniufer. Syria was Che moat Ukaly twine 
25,000 troops in Labmm* Byrao Pretiddac Amd ifia 
onre under considandile domasoc mMuM m 
wen aware ot Syria's ioabiUty to tiun rioaa. Urn 
with whom tha ayriaat hava a ftkiwhhjp trgatg. irara 
Ml vary fartScoming ia their aidi, duri^ tht .. ^ 

. 
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tmiwim it Iir^ lo taiura thair Mcurltv from furthar 
PilMtioa tttaeki. fuck u Kba«oa-aauiaaca ot PtO 
itci^ ta ^ ma tinea tba Ju]/ caaaafirt, wara ifiwrad. 
•Ai tlia war axpamlad aad tha 2»^U limit wai pitiad ta 
rai^ ai far north m Bairut, IvaeU intanami bactma 
daarar. IIm oparatioA aamad *PaAoa for Galilaa” wai 
aimad ar flujhlM out tha FLO from Labanon onca and for 
all whila thair mJliiary machlA# and infraatruotura wai to 
ba complataly daiiroyad. 

In praetJoaf tarmi tetJa maant attbar kilUng loma ISiOOO 
Palaittniani in Labanon or fordnt than to laak rafuga in 
Syria and Jordan aoma waaki bafora tha war Tha Iiraali 
dafanea minlitar. Arial Sharon, had argutd that Jordan wai 
tha natural placa for a Falaitinlan atato. Tha Palfitlniani 
would ba hit lo hard that chay would ba forcad ib flaa to 
Jordan. Onca thara, thair fmicration would ba diractad not 
aaamM tha liraalli but thair Arab bratbran. Ii ii no wondar 
that naithar Syria nor Jordan ara anxious to walcoma lha 
dastabliiina influanca of tha Palaitlnian praianca in thair 
councriai. fta Iiraalia ara also prasilfli for tha withdrawal 
of Syrian forcas from Labanon. Thay aovisiaa a scroni 
cantraliiad Christian itata, prasumably by Uokina up tha 
territory of Christian militia laadar, Mafor Haddad, virtual* 
ly an Israali satrap in tha south, with tha Phalar^its in 
northarn Labanon and aucara Salrut. It li with a Cnnstian 
Labanon that Uraal wodld than sign a paaca ttaan. whila 
aniuring that tha 2S mlla tona rtmaw a damIUtariaad 
araa. 

Tha BiUian ccnironiaUon was first diractad at only 
cruahlng tha FLO. It was hopad that tha Syriani would not 
gat Involvad. Early Syrian action too. was markad by 
raitrainti as if waming tha Israalli not to comarooclOM to 
tha Baqa's VaJlay whara tha lyriana wara coneantratad 
with thair BAH nlaallai. According to tha Jan/aaiam Pair, 
it was tha Israali dafanea mlninar who '‘arm twistad” Batin 
into tarutlnt tha SAM misallaa and opanJng ■ front with 
tha Synaaii^ iriuini that thara had boon aanaclng 
forward daploymant of thaaa miiallai and that thty wara 
pravldJag i^uabU covar to tha PLC, 

With tna involvamani of Syria tn tha war. luparpowar 
erlsli mantgaasant acqulrad an adga. particularly m it was 
fatrad that Syria's pamdpoMoa in tha war might Involva 
lha Sovlat Union If tha war ipUlad ovar Into Syria propar. A 
caaHflra was accaptad by tiraal and Syna but most 
aAal:^ti suipact that liraal is maralt ragrauping its forcai 
to avaniutUy push through iha withdrawal of Sjman fercas 
out of Labanon, Moraovar, can Syria afford to stay outsida 
iba warf Its raputatton as a confrontation sue# which asms 
it ganarous aid from eha Arab world la at staka. BasidM 
l^a has soma 4.000 troops In boMlgad Bainit which it hu 
rafusad to withdraw, 

Arafat's stracogy ippaara to ba to hava tha'lPalastlnlaAs 
ant^OA^ thamsai^ In Balrut and Sldao and wait rUi tha 
r^uccttc Araks ara aovad to halp. lha XriAlABS hava 
almdy saiu a 4,000 voluataar forca to fltfit in Labanon. 
Saudi Arabia has pfomiaad all tuppor t 'Can wo axpact 
aapthar oil ambargo? Claarlyi no Arab atata can ramain 
iMiffarasit to tha Palastinlaa qiiaadon. but it oaodi to ba 
itrasaad that moat Arab rulars rogard iba PaUatlnians u a 
doatutilitii throat Tha bJacofyOTthaPalMClnlan paopla'i 
ralatlatta sra tha otbar Artba. from tha W(^7t jordaniaa 
saosfou with Syrfa, nag and tha Labaaosa, U also 
•• pa».^ M Fsilosdplaa raaUty. ^ 

ilwwhilk In Bairut. tha PalMlalana dig ^Mtr baala In, 
uaiffi tactics wlU.naka thaai impMbla to Cliuh 
out wiSout bloo^ straat-»-«iraat fighd^ pm ramaia 
(■Iimisiin abOBTihalr sortlv^ As b BaJM tha FLO 

pdl It •Wa hm wpartMcad 
SSTMaaToB isr Jordan erlHa. tha 

CSSUiw 4 tU-mi tu praamn 

SSrStdU biggnt aad ma^ saatgg, wa^ suniva 


out wtl 


Loi^ ff btnrmilantly affMd imtt nms tha FLO deelad 
aSHgvoiaaoMBS ia tba iatidaat waa irralmat. IsnJ 
Mlowiu ita o«m logic of traadu aay tamriat atcgdi oh 
Israali ua and propany anywhara in tha world as a 
vlolatlOA of tho caiaaOra, lauochad raprisals agBlBst tha 
Falasdnlaiis la Labaaon oa S Juaa, IronlcaUy, tha sama dap 

.to obiaettvas wara ttatad as Umltad: 
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pmdlitf ifilitft Ilia, Hw «ute wflrn 
nede directive wti conveniently inter 
mted in this c«$e to protect Mt 
Thekur who hes displayed an ability rc 
curry favour with roc only Dr Mishrs 
but other politicians and senior police 
officials Of Bihar. 

A mines director operates under a 
commissioner who heads the depart* 
ment of nines of the state poverD* 
meni. He is the defacto field officer 
who. as representative of the state 
government, is responsible for pay* 
ments of cess and royalty and the 
prevention of illegal miaing and other 
breaches of mining regulations which 
fall under the iuriidiction of the state 
government. (The central government 
ix responsible for enforcement of the 
Mines Act. 1952 through the direct^’ 
rate general of mines safety.) It is not 
uncommon for certain senior govern* 
ment officials to turn a blind eve 
towards violations of mining regufa* 
tions if their palms are greased suit* 
ably. Otherwise how can one account 
for the fact that it least 10.000 people 
are engaged in illegal mining round 
the year in mmerarbearing areas of 
Bihar. Incidentally, this tlgure has 
been mentioned by none other than 
the commissioner of north Chhotanag* 
pur. Mr Abhimanyu Singh. 

To return to the case concerning Mr 
Thakur, there is ample evidence to 
show that he has tried his utmost to 

S revent the law-enforcing agencies 
rom proceeding against him He had 
earlier claimed in a petition to the 

E overnment that 100 bights of land in 
is possession had been inherited from 
his fitherin*law. But the vigilance 
department had rejected this claim. 
His subse<iuenr petitions to the gov* 
ernment and the CM have emphasised 
that the police were harassing hem. 

Vigilance department sources claim 
that Mr Thakur has probably acquired 
wealth and property over Rs seven 
lakhs in excess of known sources of 
income. Giving Mr Thakur the benefit 
of doubt in the mixieiun number of 
points he has raised in his petitions, it 
IS extremely difficult for him to ex* 

{ •lain away assets worth at least Rs 
ive lakhs, these sources say. 

After Xaipoorl Thakur suspeaded 
Mr lliakur fi^ his post in 1977, the 
vigilance depanment reopened itives* 
ligations. On 19 Septem^r 1979 the 
tnM IG (vigilance), $. K. Chacterjee. 
endorsed the files of the case against 
Mr Tbtkur to the then chief saergrary, 
K. A* Aamasubramaniatn, stating chat 
investigations had esiablishad eorrup' 
tioB chargts against Mr Thakiir. Mt 
Cbatterjee furthar reconuDandedthat 
the state govem^aBt should give per- 
missioB to submit a chaeaesheec 
against Mr Thakur. MagBudUla, Kar* 

E >d Ihahur'a govenuntne fbu and 
(A Sundar Dees beeama the naw CM 
of Bihar. Itiasattawfuteumiai^that 
Mr Deas ui on tba fUaa for Ml four : 
cBOBCfas of bis ahenUvod Mure at 
chief mialaiar. On 10 Pibruary 19B0. 
tba day in which PraaMani^ fw waa 
daclared la Bihar, om of thglaac acta 
of Mr Pggg as CM ^ to rgggiBfffBd 
Mr«TtiBl^s .progacutiun. 


BIHAR 


CM shields a 
corrupt official 


The government might withdraw the case 


Patna: Even as Lok Dal MLA Shivnan* ortiosate to known sources of income 
dan PaAwan's petition against Bihar to the tune of at least Rs five Ukhx 
chief minister Dr Jagennath Mishra in The corruption case against Mr Tha- 
the Patna Urban Cooperative Bank kur commenced in 19/4 when Abdul 
case awaits hearing till the Supreme Chafoor was chief minister. Since then 
Court opens after summer vacation, the files pertaining lo this case have 
the CM is saddled with yet another traversed a long way along the cir- 
charge of protecting a government cuitous corridors of officialdom. On 12 
official against whom corruption cases May this year. 2afar Ibrahim, deputy 
are pending. The person receiving the inspector general of the vigilance de* 
CM*s patronage is Biseshwar Thakur, panmenc wrote a letter to the mines 
Bihar's director of mines. commissioner of Bihar seeking the 

A certain amount of significance is state government's permission to sub- 
being attached to a lavish wedding mit a chargesheet against Mr Thakur. 
which took place at Patna in Fabruary It may m recalls that the case 
this year The betrothed were the against Mr Thakur had been closed by 
daughter of Mricyunjay Naratn Mis- w jagannath Mishra within a year of 
hra, brother of Dr Mishra and his booming chief minister for the 

Kumar Thakur, an (PS officer of the first time in May 1975. However, the 
Bihar cadre and son of Mr B. Thakur. case was reopened in 1977 under the 
The marriage has confirmed what Karpoori Thakur’s regime and the 
many suspected. It formally cemented cainei director was suspended from his 
links between the CM and Mr Thakur pest in 1979. But he was reinstated 
against whom serious charges of cor- during Dr Mishra's second tenure as 
ruption have been pending for nearly chief minister. This was done, il is 
eight years now. claimed in certain circles, by issuing a 

The mines director has been accused state government circular which 
under Section 6 (iXC) of the Preven* etattd that no government servant can 
tion of Ctwruption Act of having ac* remain suspended for a period exceed- 
quired wealth* and property duprop- ing two years unless a criminal case is 

Coal mine in Bihar swting point of fargescafe comptton 
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Tte flkt groc«ed«d from the chiil 
•ecrtteiya d«k to dM Chen [G vigi- 
lance, A. P. Mithri who ww appoinred 
to his post on 14 Decembm ld79. 
taking over from Ur Qiatterjee. Mr 
Mithrs could hive lubmuced a 
c^fesheet afainst Mr Thakur since 
he had the chi« minister and the chief 
sectetai 7 *s permission, but did not do 
so for reasons best kiwwn to him. Mr 
Thakur too probably anticipated that a 
Cofigreiid) government would soon 
come to power in Bihar and started 
sending im^itioni galore to the state 
government pleading harassment by 
the police. In fact, within two days erf 
Dr Jsfannath Mishra becoming CM for 
the second time, Mr Thakur wrote a 
petition ro him requesting that the 
suspension order against him be with* 
drawn. A few days later. Dr Mishra 
scribbled a handwritten note in Kindi 
on Mr Thakur's petition to the effect 
that Mr Thakur snould not be harassed 
and that the files pertaining to comjp' 
tion charges against him should bt 
lubmiiteo to the CM for perusal. In 
the mean time, thlre were numerous 
changes in the top echelons of the 
state bureaucracy. P. P. Nayyar was 
appointed chief secretary on 1 April 
IviO. and Sudhish Singh replaced Ur 
A. P Singh as IG (vigilance) on 4 June 
1980. 

NCr Nayyer discussed the conuj 
esse agamsc Mr Thakur with Mr 
on a number of occasions and always 
fotind (he new IC (vigilance) to be 
adamant in his demanathel the state 
govenmeni should proceed forthwith 
in framing charges against Mr Thakur. 
Mr Singh's stand that the CM should 
not remove suspension orders against 
Mr Thakur was based on the following 
consideritjons; 

Pixst» (here was foolproof evidence 
to establish corruption charges against 
Mr Thakur and a ebargesheet could be 
lubmilttd in a few deyi' time. Second, 
if Mr Thakur was released from sus- 
pension, it would be considered a 
discriminatory act on part of the state 
government since in a similar corru|v 
tion case against another mines direc* 
tor. L. D. Sinha > which was instituted 
in 1974 around the same time as the 
oasa against Bdr Thakur was started— 
(be govemmaat had given permission 
to submit a ebargasheec in 1979. 

Beaidas nakiag the above pointa, in 
a conversation with the chief secret* 
ary. Mr Singh's stand was vindicated 
by the former IG (vigilaece), Mr Chat* 
terjee who stated uiat ^are was a 
/wiat9 /acie case igaiut Mr Thakur 
and that the former CM. Karpood 
Thakur had dona the correct thing in 
suspending Mr Thakur as mines direc* 
tor. It is certain that the state adatitua- 
tretlon under Dr Mishra found Mr 
Singh a cou|^ customer to haodk. Koc 
nffprlaingly thn. after serviu only 
two and a half moeths as lu (vigi* 
toeek Ur Singh wu tranafetrad from 
pMC and made chairman and nun* 
director ^ the BqUm Buildings 
ifcoi^Coc^oyien. e srate gov* 

mloea dnMstmeiK eoeveakntly 
^fany^phd taXT^ehur^ fevour. the 




^ernaeDt; cfrhtdar * 
tnat 


fuiJty of nepotism 


State 

stated that no govemmenl servant chtt 
remain suspended for more than two 
years unless a criminal case is pending 
against him. But the case of (he cor* 
rupt mines director did not end there. 
The 12 M^ letter of Kfr Ibrahim, the 
current DiC <vigiianctX seeking the 
govemment's^rmisslon to proceed 
■gainst Mr TOikur has placed the 
government in ■ dilemma. The state 
government now has (wo possible 
utematives open. It can refuse per* 
mission to the vigilance department to 
proceed against Mr Thakur. Moreover, 
even 11 the lovarnmant's sanction 4s 

S anted and a chtrgesheat submitted, 
a f ovammenc can withdraw its case 
against Mr Thakur as has been dona in 
the Patna Urban Cooperative Bank 
case. 

Paranioy Cuba Th^una 


MAHARASHTRA 


Antulay verdict has not 
quelled dissension 


Bomb^: The chief minister, Baba, 
saheb Bhosaie. breathed a huge ugh of 
relief when, on 10 June, (he divisional 
bench of the Bombay High Cour( dis* 
missed the appeal by Mr A R. An(uliv 
against the judgemeni of Justice Len* 
tin. The appeal nad held him guilty of 
arbiirary action In distribution of ce* 
ment and established a quid pro quo 
between cement allwation to (he two 
(rusts set up by Mr Antulay. Justice 
Rele held that the aliocatioos made by 
Mr Antulay violated the guidelines 
laid down m the government resolu. 
tion and said that the hypothesis that 
there was a mistake and misunder. 
standing in implementing the guide¬ 
lines saying, “it is fable, a cergiversa. 
tion." Justice Rele also rejected the 
‘'repeated averments** of Mr Antulay 
that he did not make any aliocationi cf 
cement aa ^incorrect" and said the 
proximity between allocation by Mr 


Jhoseie: ic get e foorhofd 


m- 
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Antulay (o the builders and the dona* 
(ions received by him established (ha 
nexus between trie two. The proximity 
coupled with the other circumstances 
conclusively prove that Mr Antulay 
made allocation of cement to builders 
quid pro quo for (he donations re> 
ceivad by him from them. It follows as 
natural sequiiur that Mr Antulay acted 
“mstM fide." 

With Mr Antulay securely in the 
dockv Mr Bhosaie. it is said, even took 
the next day uff and was not seen at 
the Mantralayi or his home. He was 
IncommuniLado. Sume said he was 
celebrating, others said that ha was in 
secret conclave discussing the repur. 
cussions on the political situation. 
Politically. Mr Bhosale's main threat 
comes from Mr Antulay and the legis. 
lators who owe allegiance lo him. Mr 
Bhosaie had tried to extend the hand 
of friendship to Mr Antulay when he 
look over as chief minister and even 
made him the chairman of the state 
Irrigation Development Board. Whan 
asked about hii relationship with Mr 
Antulay he said, “We are like rwa 
bodies." Mr Bhosaie was ordered to 
take an independent line from the 
high command. He was further pro- 
voiced by Mr Antulay himself who 
sought to create a smokescreen of 
coniuscon to show that he was still in 
command and it was only a matter of 

wxitiru for th« judgMSont in th« court 

case that stood between him and the 
chief minister's chair. This confusion 
served to keep kegUlators loyal to him 
and kept Mr Bhosaie in a perpetual 
state erf insecurity and dread of being 
asked to step down. As Mr Bhosaie 
said privately. "Every night 1 lie 
awake wondering what new auault 
there will be on me inthemonnng and 
from which quarters." Ho unablo 
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WhsnaMan 
rises to the top 
helsstillwomed 
abcaithis 





fthihwani Sntelng* 


BHILWAM SYNTHITfCS ITO. 
BHILWARA-311001 (MJ.) 




to tho fiOnfldooco oi 0(4*' 
ieifUet bocomo of hitb praonro 
propatoada agaiAit bim from the pro- 
XfltuJty quertm. Hot the Uatt wei 
Ibe ttand nkea bp the wlf-cenfowrd 
mniioneiro and (rouMe^oottr Mr 
Sureah Jain. Mr Jain puMidy iiuulccd 
Mr BlKiaaie. fit evtn coM an oppoai- 
riOB laaistator on the floor of the 
Houae he could put 17 tul than in 
bit pockat' After much heaitaclon tha 
MrCC (I) chief who wai a close con¬ 
fidant of Mr Anrulay teat him a show- 
cause notice asking why dtscipUnery 
action should not be taken against 
him. Mr Suresh Jain told the press that 
he would not Iwher to reply because 
Mr Bhosala would be out M tm saddle 
after the budget session of the state 
legislature, wnich ended on 25 April. 
However, Mr Bhosele stayed on and 
his detractors then spread the story 
that he would be our after the byelec¬ 
tions were over on 19 May. But Mr 
Bbosale is .still the chief minister and 
the rumours being spread today is that 
he will be there till the Presidential 
poll In mid-July. 

Mr Bhosale. therefore, is today the 
biggest beneficiary of the judgement 
given by the divisional bench of Jus¬ 
tices S. K. Desai and B. J. Rele. It naa 
sealed Antulay’s political fait and he 
will have to spend most of his time 
picking up the broken pieces of hU 
career. Mr Antulay*! etteapt logo to 
(he Supreme Court in appeal will not 
make any difference now, though it is 
to be seen whether he even re¬ 
main as chairman of the irrigation 
Development Board. 

Mr Bhosalo has consolidated the 
administration with the help of top 
ranking secretaries whom he nas rein- 
slated m positions which they had to 
leave si the whim of Mr Anrulay. KU 
biggest challenger therefore, is poll de¬ 
al and at this moment he has still to 
show that he can create a poliiical 
base for himself. The Cormressfl) in 
Maharashtra is in a slate of declining 
ro(. Heiiher the MKCfl) nor the Bom¬ 
bay PCCiD leadership Is in a position 
to build a cadre of dedicated Cwgress- 
men who will strengthen the hands of 
the chief minisim' in implementing 
party programmes. The much-flaunted 
20-poiAt progremme is steeped in cor¬ 
ruption and ravaged by comipf offi- 
elms. The cheap housing for dm poor 
has aMumed-prc^ortiocs of a gigantic 
scandal in Dhule where houses have 
crumbled to dust la less than six 
months and crores of rupees have been 
swallowed by contractors. 

The party's image is sought to be 
given a facdlf t by me coining together 
ol Mr y. & i^van and w Vasaor- 
daAe Petil.'However, both eg them are 

S at forcM. Uadoubiedly, they have 
Meaeiiigs of the high commead to 
go abeed and bring some semblance of 
atthility and unity to the party hut 
their Pfseeuee to Mahargihsm li hard¬ 
ly lilwy to mike ta ieca of dif fe re nce. 
^ one JoumaUet asked Mr Bbo- 
saU tf their ceatog together was like 
bed|ea to an'e ewT and Bhosale 
issa.*- own predlcaBMfit. 


I s 



Aaruisy; pnlitint career to rtom 

Mr Yesbwantrao Cheven and Mr 
Vasantdeda Paiil are, at this moment 
of time, polihcally irreSevant to toe 
state. They represent the sugar lobby 
in the state but today this lobby is net 
as strong as it used to be. Today it is 
feeing an onslaught from its own 
shartnoldera aamely (he sugarraae 
irowers, under the feederriiip of the 
Shetkari Sai^atana. Its power is 
being graduafly eroded and it is a 
matter of time before the sugarcane 

C m begin to make their v^e 
I above the dictates of toe sugar 
berofu. Perhaps there is no better 
Ulusiration of the dwindling influence 
of Mr Vasentdada PatU (who was onca 
tho chief minister of this state), then 
his role in trying to resolve the textile 
strikers problem. Re tried to mriie e 
backdoor entry, with stories that he 
may head the discredited ftMMS 
(IlMhtriyii MUI Maidoof Saagh). But 
no one, and least of all the tearUe 
workers, bit the bait. 

The BrCOt) is even more ineffec¬ 
tive and has btta nkknamtdihe Bom- 

ffi ?redesh Cocktail Circuit with iu 
, Murii Deon, unebla to bring the 
warring factions of the diy Coagres- 
Hi) together. Bombay today Is in the 


waraga is 

Ga^ 

With 


throes cd a strike by nearly two khh 
ttxcile wnrkera, with trade uaioniit Dr 
Datta Samant bolding uaditputad 
sway ever the workers. The vC^l) 
bat been anabla to relate Itself to any 
of the problems affeettog the dciieas 
of Bombay. The party hat been 
curiously wat even, on the Issue of 
largesmie deaiolitiofis of the homes of 
people living in huts end on pive- 
Bseacs. It was loft to toe opporitloit 
leaders, led by Mrs Mrinal Core, to 
pressurise the chief oUniiter toio rec¬ 
ognising the need to releese land 
under me Vacant Lands Act for lew 
cost housing. It is a real pity that the 
only time the BPCC(l) gets ectivated it 
whM it has to eattfUto Mrs Indira 
and Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

^Ito the party apparatus imable to* 
halp Mr Bhosale, he nas to attempt his 
own breakihrouM to the presant cli¬ 
mate of tofighitog and power grab- 
b^. Mr Bbosale has made a begin¬ 
ning in this sllppen direction by fill¬ 
ing in vacanclM of chairmanships in 
CfDCO^City and Industrial Dev^op- 
ment Corporation) and the Maharash¬ 
tra Road State Transport Corporation 
and is expected to fill eround 100 
other vacancies on toe boards of va¬ 
rious other corporations. That should 
win him somo friends but would hardly 
silence his enemies who are biller to 
(he core for not boing taken imo (he 
cabinet. This includes people tike (he 
former ministers hCr Ramrno Adlk« Mr 
Chandrakaot Tripethl and Satiib Cha* 
lurvedi . 1, Safdarjang Rood is clearly 
to blame for this pobtkally decaying 
situition in Maharashtra. Itself un¬ 
sure, uncertain and haunted by ‘'fore¬ 
ign hands,* the central leadership li 
unable to discipline tbe legislators of 
its party into believing that Mr Bb> 
sale is here to stay. Despite (be Mgh 
command's threats against dissenters, 
dissension continues, to the detriment 
of the state. 
fHp Tellts 
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Journalists demand 
release of newsmen 


London : Tliree British Journalists re¬ 
porting on the Falldands war from 
Argencju vrere arreated on 13 April 
and charged with spying in Ushuaia 
The Argenttos auinmnei had first 
declared that the nmomen would be 
tried by civil courts but latest repons 
ny thi9 have decided (hai ibe case 
should M handed over to toe military 
courts. The outcome of the is 
-gmato; swift deponaHwL 




A cammirtee for tot retoMi of the 
tountaJIsts was rectaily foratd to 
Leadon comprislog jeumaUstt and 
newsmoQ around toe world. The com- 
Britiae sent a taWgram to RreaJdent 
Gelitori of Argentine requesting him 


to release the journaiists. The tele- 
gran read; 

President Gen. Laopoldo Portunato 
Galiien, 

Casa Rosada, 

Balcarce SO, 

Buenos Airet. Afgentioe 

We bring to you^ attention toe 
formation of the committee for the 
release of the British Journalists held 
in Argentina—a committee which 
already has attracted overwhelming 
support from disttoguitoed newspaper 
editors and radio and celevisioit direc¬ 
tors from ill five coniineots. The new- 
lyformed comouttee which was laun¬ 
ched limultaoeously in London, 


r ‘ 


HMiotiry chtinntAi Pf QaiYtt 
penlcU former Priino Minfiter of Irf 


0 ^, 


**v 



Brkeim WiUiun^Dee^s.p«fiy 


|r«pii, Ch«r1e«_E>oagli«<Home 
T/mer, 


Divld Enrliah, r>«/^ Mtif; 
Harold Evans, ax-odicor, Hia natj 


A Off orofrap A fnm c ur ///as w/iara an ^/fari (inapo//<a coosta bit is saan gmpling 
with t p/iaro|rt^Aar Aa/ora ttrtsting him for ttkint photofrtphi of Mth 
goytntmttM riors ttrUtf tbi9 yttt: ntws>mtn ctnrtot raporr rAa truth 


Waahinfcun OC and Buano« Aira» on 
Sunday 6 Jutir, is anaioui (hat you ba 
madt awara of iha srrangrh and daprh 
of infernaiional fealmi^ovar t1>ephihi 
of iha threa journaltsts—Simon Wm- 
chastar, Un Mathar and Anthony 
Prime. The cnmniiTtae's moat urgent 
and respectful request to you ti that 
they be sat free immediately. The 
commiitae is also greatly concerned 


journalists, nnre they are accre* 


that their ph^ical and psychological 
tould net datenorata. Wa 


wolf are shoul 
committee mamban art netchar moti* 
voted by political factors nor In* 
tareitad In taking i stand on the 
conflict in the South Atlantic But wa 
share a profound commitment to press 
freedom and to the principle that 


di 


ditad by a hast country, should not ba 
imprisoned for artempimg to carry out 
newsgarhanng assignments. All three 
were fully accredited on arrival in 
Buenos Aires. The authorities there 
assured iham that they would ba free 
to travel anywhere in Argentina and 
did not warn them of any danger that 
might arise upon them doing so. When 
arrested oo 13 April all three were 
openly functioning as journalists, 
tiding to inform themselves about the 
overall situation In your country, as 
they were required to do by their 
respective newspapers. We make this 
personal plea to yw on behalf of the 
following members of the committee: 


narolo bvans, ex-editor, iht Timtt, 
Mike Mo Hoy, Daily MirTpr^ Divld 
Nicholas, ITn, Peter Preston, TAf 
Cuardian. J. W. Thompaoiii Sunday 
TtUgrtph, Sir Un Trethowaq, BBC, 
Christopher Ward. Deify Exprm. 

Europe: Giorgio Pattori. Le^rarapa, 
Andre Fontaine, Le Monde, Werner 
Ho Iter. FranAr/urrher Hundschatr, 
Juan tuis Cebrian, Clptis. 

United States; Ben Bradlae, 
Washingion Post, Eric Severe id, con¬ 
sultant, CBS nawi, William Thomaa, 
toj ADgtltf Tims, Tom Winship, Boa- 
ton Chbt 

Latin America; Aguttln £. Edwards, 
El Mofcurio (Chile), Htman Millas, 
ReWsre Ho v (Chile). Germen Ornes, Ei 
Car/he (Dominican RapublJc), Enrique 
Santos Castillo. El Twmpo, (Col¬ 
ombia). 

Australia: Creighton Burns, The 
Ago 

Canada: Roy Meurrv. The Gioba 
and Mail, Roger D Landry, Le Presse. 

Indie: S. Sahay, Tht Swesman, 
Vinod Mehia, The Sunday Obsarvtr, 
M. J. Akbar, Sunday, Inder Malhotra, 
The Times of India, 

Jamaica: Hector Wynier, Daily 
Glaanar 

Africa: George Glthil, Standard 
(Kenya), F. Munyuki, Harald (Zim¬ 
babwe), W. Musarurwa, Sunday Mall 
(Zimbabawa), 

Switsarland: Petar Calliner, Jnrama* 
lionaJ Praia Institute. 


The old and the new in the Aelad village 


New Delhi: Into a munlcipsl world of 
mindleit concrete, repescing Itself to 
Infinity in i droning, souless 
drudgery, has come i breitb of fresh 
■ir with ihe Asiad village complcs 
being built in Sin Port area in South 
Delhi. The housing complex for the 
Asiad Olympic village, built on a 
S^tcre sue with 700 housing units, 
looks as if it hat come out of the pages 
of the past with a few brush strokes of 
the present. The mspirtiion, as the 
architect. Raj Rewal,says comes from 


the cities of JaUalmer end Udaipur. 
Narrow streets, courtyards, roof te^ 
races, gateways, and most pleaslag to 
the eye: sequences of open spaces 
punctuated by gateways give the old 
world feeling to what win house the 
5,000 Olympic athletes when the 
Asian Games begin in November. 

But, the cruci» question remains, 
who a going to move into these apart* 
ments after the game is over? There 
are plans to auction (hem. but 
obviously, the stakes will be high. 



Five per cent of the cost ki the 
permanent finish, DDA wanted to 
avoid the "peeling effect” and save 
rche whitewash for a while atleast. 
Whet strikes one In the village are the 
btUe surpnsei in it. Each turn brings 
a new vista, a new angle. Space either 
narrows suddenly into a tiny lane or 
expands to a courtyard. Moat of tba 
streets are meant for pedesdians. 
Enhancing tha old world look are the 
subtle shades of stone used for the 
housing. 

SaysKtJ Resvil: "We wenied to get 
•way from (he usual matchbox atruc- 

K s with the cesire Malrcaw...i d^ 
being used everyvdiere kt the 


country for the last 40 years, tliis was 
an actempt lo find a SMutlon to com- 


oumlty contemporary Ufa as w^ aa to 
go beyoad tba tradfti 


A view of tba hoasas ecnttructad tn tha Astad vtUaga 


itkonal atyle. The 
^lage coabUes jjie rocnaoce of Uv> 
iag QtsraOy on roof terraces with its 
pfuctkal amcif. There are ceoHng 
msews ane solar headAg nuam oo 
the terraces And glass wa beta 
gaoerously used, hi nc(« the use ef 
glass gives a feaUna U Ugfat, atr and 
apKa Tha Jaifs Oft da param bm 
a ewre practical raeMt »r Mftf 
there to hide the weehta# wmnr: 
beuftd CO iprifti up. 

Mate Jte 


^ s' 
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‘Some of the 
old habits 
1 would never 
like to change... 
Keo-Karpin is 
one of them. 


ANDHRA PRADESH 



The hair oil 
I have been using 
for years now...’ 

housewife of C ticutta. 
k^oi she alone. Thousands of 
housewives all over ihe 
country use and lecommend 
Keo-Karpin Hair Oil for 
everyone in the family. 

They know it's light r»on* 
sticky, delicately perfumed 
and helps mainiarn lustrous 
growth of hair. 

Not great names. But they 
are the people who care for 
quality. 


s ««* tw 


KeO'g 

Kai^l 

HAIR OIL ^ 


trusted for years 

A quality 
product of 


Excise minister promotes 
family business 


M)'derabt»d: js the dust s«*i 

tiini: on the land crab scandal iov<*lv 
iti|: the CortRiVAvl I. scandals of a ddic- 
rent kind are vurtjcin^. The ’rigs 
SLundal.'' mvidxmc the rural water 
supplv miiiisli't. klr P. Gtivcrdluci 
KctUlv lit the laliNi There iv another 
M.itidal roo itivoKing th«* family of 
VM’i'k* minister. L>i V«>ducuri S«iiidinti 
Rajasekhar fti tUiy 
It is bvlicvcd that tho *'conce^ston«‘* 
to Dr Reddy's family work out to a 
whopping Rs l'> criM*es, and both the 
former chief mifiisrcr. \frAnjaiali. ;ii)d 
(he present one. Mr Venkafiani. .ire 
suid ti) have helped him in this icgard. 
the "losers** who wore forced to make 
the cnncesAions to the Reddv family 
ate the state govern men r owned \P 
State EJecirkity B^iard and ihe Al’ 
Mining Corporation. 

OjiMsition leadei s have chai r.ed i hr 
Redoy family with grabbing Al* Cat 
hides, a venture ol AP Indusirwil IK* 
velopment CorporaiionrAPinC)''foi •* 
song** with xhv alleged connivei.cc of 
the major industry minister. Mr M 
Baga Reddy. APIDC chairmau, Mi 
Yadlapaii Venkat R»o. funner APIDC 
managing dirviitw. Mr K. jayahhatHi 
Reddy, and fotmer chief roinisier. Mi 
Aniaiah. Apart from “grabbinp* ihis 
I arbides prujei’t. Dr R^dy is ^a^d tu 
have used hi$ influence and glowing 
political cloui lo wrest concossionA 
from the APSP'B for AP Cai hides 
These concessions work out to as much 
as Rs seven t lores 
Tlte takeover of the AP Carbides by 
the Reddy family was effected some 
time in Septemlier 19B1. Mr V. S R.ija 
Reddy. Dr Reddy’s father. Mr V. S 
Sudheekar Reddy and Mr Y. S, Ccoigc 
Reddy, his brothers, acquired the 
‘‘controlling", interests in Ar Cai bides 
as the “new'* copromuters. They had 
bought a substantial numbet of shares 
helo by the original copronioters. Mr 
K Sreenivasa Kao and Mr N. V. Janar- 
thana Rao, and invested funds rn the 
enhanced equity capital of the* com* 
pany. The equity holdings by Dr Ra* 
jasekhar Reodv's family in the com 
pany now total around Rs 60 lakhs. 

After the takeover of this Rs nine- 
crore project, in which the APIDC. 
central financial institutions and 
banks have pumped in almost 80 per 
cent of the capital. Dr Reddy's family 
successfully manoeuvred to get "wide- 
ranging* concessions from the state 

S ovemment. Oo 29 April 1981, the 
PSEB had diKoonected the power 
supply to AP Carbides for non* 
payment of huge arrears. However, on. 
oS December 1981, at the bebesi oi Dr 
RajjMkhar Reddy's family, the state 
goveriuDent directed the APSEB to 
restore power to AP Carbides, write 
off (he arrears and waive the security 
deposit due from the company. 
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Hr Hi'iidy. KMci'ssior.s 

1 'he urrvar'k written off amounicd to 
Rs 2 .11 LTuu's I ho si cuMiy iiopu>i(. 
otherwise culled a^ voJuiiiuiy loan con 
inbuiion, unmunling lo R& 77 lukhs 
wa« w,lived. The stale govKnmeiit also 
«l^kL*lJ (he Al’SpR (u supply power to 
.\1* Chi hidCA at the romosionul rote 
oj IH iMiso. VI pa iso aiui 20 paiao pi*r 
kwh ouiing the fust, second and third 
sears uf rhr company's rrcommis 
Monihg. 

The APSEB chairman. Dr Naila Tate 
Kao, tcpniU'dly oppised the "nrbit* 
rwry" wrniiig off of the arroais. He 
•ifvo disfavuiired the granting of coii' 
cc>Mi>na1 power tariff to AP Carbides 
for (hice years. Such objections, 
however, werc' ovrrruleil by ihe (hen 
chief minister. Mr Anjuiah. 

Afiei Mr Aiijaiith quit, Mr Venkatar 
imi IS void lo have picked up the 
thread trom whcie his predecessor 
had left fie also allegedly went aliout 
forcing il^ reluctant APS^B chairman 
to implement the concessions con* 
ceded to AP Carbides. Mr Venkatram 
IS said (o have convened at least four 
meetings of industry and power offi- 
iiah 10 see that the government direc* 
tj>*e on AP Carbides was iEDplemenfed. 

The young physician-turned politi 
Clan, Dr Reddy (.11) told Sunday iliat 
he had '‘never pressurised* the former 
chief minister or the present one 
either for acauiring AP Carbides for 
his family or lor securing concessions 
from the APSEl for (he company. Ka 
said that AP Carbides was in bad 
shape, due to the "unreasonable and 
arbitrary* power tariffs imposed by 
APSEB unilaterally in violation of its 
own earlier commitment and the *fri* 
voloui* demand for payment of 
arrears on account of power which waa 
nor consumed by AP Carbldea for the 
simple reason that (he power supply to 
the plant wai diacooocted even Mfore 
the company had gone into comme^ 
cial proauctioA. 
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Df Re<tdy also d«nieO ihar he had 
ever influenced the major industry 
minister, Mr Boga Reedy, APIDC 
chairman Mr Venkac Rau or the lor* 
mer mane^jog director and the pre* 
sent chairman of AP Carbides, Mr K. 
Jaydbh^^rat Reddy, to help ht$ family 
acquire AP Cai bides. Regardini; the 
giant ing ul concession Dr Reddy 
pointed out that the state government 
would ''recover" around Rs trores 
by '.v,iv of e.vcive duty jnd sales tax 
fritm AP Carbides duimg the three 
years when the cuiopaoy would avail 
of cuncession.s from the A PS KB 

L)r ReddvN family is also said to 
have "grabned" three acres of “lucra' 
tive** haiytes vieldmg mines in hit 
home disirui nt Cuddapuh. There was 
even a furore uver the matter in the 
siite l.ogisKitive Assembly m March 
this veufi 

Dr Pj|uM>khar Reddv told Su»tDAt 
that his umily had vnteied hjrytes 
mining much before his entry into 
politics. Ifr had mined p^'litics in \97*t 
and was dec tea on the CiinaresxfSr 
ticker m (he 197d Assembly elociions 


WEST BENGAL 


from Pnheendla constiruency, his 
home town. His ^'meteoric* rise since 
he joined the Congressf!) in 1978 and 
became a minister of state in the 
Aojaiah cabinet in December 1980 had 
"unnerved” Kis political <q>poneni« 
who now wanted to uidluge in "muds* 
Imging" against him, he alleged. The 
Rdjasekhar Reddy faction of the Con* 
grvsstl) in Cuddapab district now. 
claims support of iwn>thirds of the 954 
p^uichjytt <arpjnchev. The 

other laction led by Mr Kandula Obul 
Keddv, a senior Congres^il) leader, 
"commands'* the loyally of the rcmein 
infi local bodies' chiefs. Out of 11 
legislators from the disirict, eight he* 
lor*g (I* the Dr Reddy faction and the 
rvinainine to the Olml Reddy faction 
The rivalry among thesr two factions 
has degeneraten into a no bolds* 
liurred fight in recent months For 
chief minister. Mr Bhavanam Venkat* 
ram, Dr ReddyS case is proving to be 
another embarassment. But the CM 
diK*s not appear inclined to “crucify* 
Dr Kajasekhar Reddy from the cabinei 

Syed .Majeedul Hasan 
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A nurse is brutally 
raped and killed 


Calcutta: The mj^u of 8 June wai 
srormy and’ wet in Coosh Behar in 
North Bengal. Even as 26*year*old Bar* 
null Duira, senior nurse of Maharaja 
fitendranarayan hospital, in Cooch Be* 
har. was shutting the doors and win* 
dow<< and prdparine to go bed. there 
wa» one thought that was bothering 
her how long could she continue to 
stay with her sister and brother*in* 
law? After all it was six months xinca 
she had come to this town and ever 
since then she had been xt^ng at 
their house in Old Post Office rare. As 
a nurse, she had applied for official 
accomodation and as with the maiorlty 
of nurses in this state she had met with 
the same response: there was no acce^ 
modurion available. NaturaUv, she was 
feeling frustrated and depressed. The 
fact that her brother*in>law and sister 
were away for the day at Balurghat 
and she was alone at home oD thU 
stormy night only made her feel worse. 
Finally, pushing these thoughts out of 
her mind, she went to her rnom, shut 
off the li^ts and went to sleep. 

Suddenly, at around 2.00 at night 
she was awoken by sounds of loud 
thumps on the door. Before she could 
realised what was happening the doors 
burst open and a few youths rushed in. 
They caught hold of the helpless gvl, 
gagged her with a piece of adhesive 
plaster and started raping her one at a 
time. Not content, the youths poured 
carbolic acid down the young nurse's 
throat through e imeli pipe and left 
her. 

The next morning, lomewuths took 
Us Duitt to Che hospital. Tney told the 
hospital auiboritles that Ms Durta had 


swallowed carbolic add in an attempt 
to commit suicide. Before the author 
ities could find out (he identities of 
the youths they lefi.h was only at the 
hospital that someone realisM that 
the patient who had be«n admitted to 
the lemale ward was none other ihan a 
senior nurse of the hospital. The doc¬ 
tors tried to save Ms Dutta but she 
died in the early hours of 9 June. 

This was not the first case of a nurse 
being raped in Conch Behar. There 
have already been six such cases in the 
last year The last such incident occur¬ 
red on 4 June when a nurse was i 
attacked by an outsider at night when 
she was on duty in one of the wards 
When a male duty assistant rushed to 
help her on hearing her cries, the 
oatisder ran away. The nurses are 
believed to have reported the inci* 
dents to the hospital authorities who 
in turn took the matter tff the police 
but no action was taken. But this time, 
however, the furore created over Ms 
Dutta's death have made the author* 
ities sit up: Jyoti Basu ordered a 
(horou^ probe into the incident on 14 
June. The incelligence department has 
already anested a few people but the 
real culprits have not yet l^n found 
According to reliable source*, Ms Dut¬ 
ta bad resisted the advances of a local 
tough a few months ago. The youth 
ha^hreateoed her with dire consequ- 
eaces if she did not yield. Ms Bamali 
Dutta's death has created problems for 
the West Bengal health department: 
most nurses without official accomoda¬ 
tion have now demanded it. 

A Speda) Cerreepondeirt 
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The Resorts 
of India - 

For iho lust Timp a scmtillannp 
presentation on Beach. 
Mount 4 >o and Highway Resoru 
hv Ihe Idmoux (ravel writers 
Hugh & Colleen Ganirer. Also 
exquisite black A'white colour 
phorographe. 

Wildlife "> 40 / 

Excellently Illustrated with 4 $ 
picturesque photographs and 
guide io*Wildlife Senciuaties of 
India bv Naturalist 
Mr M. Knshnan. an auihofity 
on Nature and Wridhfe. 


Our other publientione ere: 

(ucninimg Ps. 25.* (A cotnprs* 
India htrxivs Tounti Guide 

oi indisdtiiinq wuh 
fnioudSi Ksvel delaiL* 
til over mdit). 

gold Allas oMndit : R« 20/* 

Oesiintiion South 

Indit Rl. 15/- 

Souriten Staltwise 

bookitis Rs. 7<50 

IW TMiI NMi. KwsM a P**4KlwirT 
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ii| KwMMk* ml 5 m It) Mmtraiktrt 

III JMMM b Kttawir l|) BtiMIhM 
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Tieb yeur requirement and poet, 
this coupon with your dreft/M.O* 
(Add Re. If* for pottage) today to: 

# MAP8 & AGENCIES 

n.RelseherliieeirNaeer, 
Maerae -406017 
AIbo RUiHitefe with 
hook gUllg of vow town 
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And give me the taste 
of toasted tobacco. 
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OGAKTTE SMOKING IS INJJBBUSTOHtAW 







THE WORLD 


Benazir’s detention 
extended 


Afghan rebels all set 
to defend Panjshir 


Tbs dotaotiwi of Basatir 
Bhutto. 2S^4r>old dauthlat 
of tha Ute BhuiiOi who hu 
baen daiained whnoui trial 
lince March 1981. has boon 
oiiandad for 90 more days by 
tha martial law ratioia. Her 
mother. Begum Bhutto, was 
relaasad earlier, but the rul¬ 
ers faaJ that Banasir Bhutto 
who IS the most 'danaarous' 
foa of General 2ia*ul Haq 
wlU craaia problems if re* 
leased as sha haa the meet 
popular support Ms Bhutto 
haa been lei out of prison only 
thrice—twice to visit the 
grave of her father and once 
to attend her sister's mar* 
riage. Recently, ihe Move* 
ment for* (he •Restoration of 
Democracy, consisting of 12 
Opposition parties, issued a 
itatemeni cliimina that there 
were some 5,000 political 
workers m detention and that 
500 had bean tortured. 



Afghanistan's rabels are 
gearing up to defend the 
nnishir valley from an ex- 

K ied Russian attack. "U we 
• (hu one. It effectively 
means we give up control ^ 
northern Afghanistan be* 
cause our network of com- 
mujiieatioiis will have been 
broken." Burhanuddin Raba* 
ni. who directs guerrilla op- 
ertiions inside Afghanistan 


from the Pakistani town of 
Peshawar, gaid recently. Hr 
Rabani, who Is also defence 
committee chaimin of the 
newly unified front rapre* 
senring seven Islamic parties, 
said that clashes were occur* 
nng da^ at tha mouth of (he 
valJi^. ‘^e ^manant gucr 
rilla force at Panjihir is conii* 
dered to be the most disci* 
plined and best organised. 



Expanding cities: 
the new danger 


The just rclfisad United 
Nations report on "The State 
of World PopulatiM 1982." 
shows that tha world's 
population growth has been 
slowing down as a result of a 
decade of exhoriatioa by the 
United Kaiioni The 
world population will now 
reeeh 5.1 bUlion by the end of 
the cencury rethar than the 
7.5 billion U would have been, 
if the growth rait had bean 
clImblAi at tha rata Ir did in 
tha Fihlss. UN axparta fael 
(hat tha presant trwth rata 
of 1.72 par cent will feU to 


about 1,5 par cent by the end 
of the century. This conclu 
Sion is based on the realise* 
tioo that "half the woman in 
the Third World want no 
more children." But every* 
thing is not all that rosy. The 
UN report has aim forecast 
that the next roa^ problem 
is tha mushrooming and et- 
pension of dries which by the 
and of tha century will m as 
large as couniries. Maidcu 
city is Mpoctad to bo (ho 
biggest of tha world akagato* 
PoTmi in tho year 2000, with 

a population of 31 ntlulon. 


New York rejecta 
evacuation plan 

Kow York <(iy has roiaeted have dadartd the adiama im* 
oeaight ibt proposal of tha onctical Induda Caffiornla, 
kgagan adminrstraiioo to Colorado, and Masaadiusotta. 


TtMr 


dgs^ (0 rural aroM la caeo of 
itiadmr aitaek. Tha focus of 


BlbdMT aitat 

IM plan is CO tvacaata two* 
nirBS of iho P^la to rural 
|tw rathdr chta build nuc* 
lnf sbiTrars Other dfiai that 


that tha adviaeo<BotUa 
ebaory "presupposoe that wo 
have tha peraoiMl aaauraoce 
of Mr freshnev what and 
wheta aod whon ha (a going to 
attack.* 


Fram Russia 
with love 

The Soviet Union 
unnouoced that it would be 
sending a sports delageiion to 
China in an at tempi lu thaw 
relations. This is the first 
such dtlagation from (ha 
Soviet Union to China in 15 
yean. 

Japan's arms 
policy 



Zenko Sutuki: buUd new, 
reduce few 

tho only nation to 
have expariaocad tha da* 
vastatton and horror M a sue* 
War warfare iniaodi to con* 
tiauo its arms buildup but 
will eventually reduce the 
level of ermamants. This 
japonesa philosophy was out* 
lined in a spetca by the 
Prime Minuter, Susuki, at tha 
United Marions. According to 
him "the atmosf^era is not 
right," at present for arms 

rtMuctlon 


Another coup 
in Guatemala 

General Efrain Rfoi Montt 
of Cuaiemala recently dii> 
solved (ha threa cnamber 
military junta that had been 
ruling tha country since a 
coup on 29 March, and 
assumed the presidency and 
command of the armed 
forces. General Rios gave no 
immediate reason for tha dia* 
solution, Tha lash of office 
was placed on General Rios 
by Captain Carlos Munot who 
led the troops that took over 
the palace and dapostd (ha 
Prasidani. 

Snake 

Invasion 

Large numbers of poiso* 
nous snakes recently ‘took 
over* a hi^nvay in Alma Aia, 
a Soviet Antral Asian city. 
Ti affic along (he highway was 
blocked for almost an hour 
and driven ware terror* 
stricken at tha reptile inva* 
Sion Alarganumberof iheap 
In tha area ware even UUad 
by these migrating inekaa. 
Drought is baTlaveo to be tba 
causa of chit rare pha* 
Aomanon. 

DalPt wife 

dead 

Gala, tha 89*yaar-oid wife 
of (b# ronoMeJ painter, gal* 
vador Dali, died oa 10 June at 
(ha Dalis' llth'Cantury castle, 
in Port tligat. Spain. Gala, a 
powerful personality who waa 
a strong influence on iha 
eccentric ardsc had poiad as 
a model for many of his 
works She was married to 
Dali since 195$. 
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Brush your teeth with Colgate after 
every meal It protects you just the >v8y 
dentists recommend all over the world. 

Bacteria grow in food particles left 
betwedr> your teeth. These can cause 
bad odour and, later« painful decay. 

So always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating. It's proven most effective to* 
freshen vour breath, whiten your teeth, 
.and fight decay. 

Colgate hae the fresh, minty taste that 


How Colgate's trustad formula works 

Odour sod decay causing 
bactaria grow in food partpcias 
trapf^ batween yovr taeth. 

Colgata's urrique active foam 
reaches daep to ramova dangerous 
food particles and bactaria. 

The result: attractive white teeth, 
fresh-breath cor>fidence. 
pfoiectlon against decay. 

makes brushing a plaasura 


Stop bad breath. 
Fight tooth decay 

Yrith Colgate 
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SUMIW mWMT 

(Xliutdaat I 


S miu Pitil*$wr do4i 
Mt look toe brifhi thoto 
dey«.nrK»«hedlft- 
ipMlneed tU ber ^eni with 
hordiifitl MrfenDenct in 
Saatk Hafaai Is wti en 
eictrt’i relo, with »few line* 
10 mouth ead in extrtordin* 
try dreMhtAi Koae with 
Amitabii Bscochan. And ii 
ehouth that wu not enouf h, 
Smita embirraiM^er f ana 
by aciJni in the film BsdJa 
ni Au ft wM a bed ftlm 
tt4med into a ftiKo by aome 
very bed perfermanca by e 
tilaxy of atari—Snita 
6aln$ a major traiedy. 

What f am and movie|oari 
cannot help wondarlni i» 
why ii Smite aireelnt to 

C lay the relei whan inp 
nowi what the outcoma 
would ba? la it juai money 
that aha la after? Perbapi. 
even Smlta ii net very elaer 
onrhoH polnii. 


A 4 ^4l00t \ 



Smtui Utafipointing 





F%4mmi—RUhi: ue/ucJcy pair? 

W hat ia wroniwith Jfe/ 
Kapoot'f He ia no loo* 
cer hia bubbly leU and haa 
atapped drlARlnf and la off 
tin, ftOA^vegecarlan food. 
Wiiet hea ectueUy happened 
to Raj la what unaUr ne^ 
pena when an RX ium la to 
be Nleeaed. AwiXed. a 
HdmiiU^Rkbi aterrer» ia ab¬ 
out to be reieeaed. And 
whet Ii flviai fUJ alaepleu 
ai^ei la the fact that 
2a»aae JCo mteat A4 
ebo I PadaSiUahi atnr* 
rer» Aoppod nlaerably In 
tfaebon^.WhatS 
PMMhnaaktttiiaha: 


A f tar tha completion of 
Zamane Ko Pikhana 
Hii, both ki$hi aDd'ftdmmr 
wart aiuenely tenia. Pad* 
mini more ie» tor aha waa 
boptai 10 become a auptr* 
Iter. miT cha film Qopfbd 
mfierably. When tha truth 
caaa throuih, Rlahl drank 
throuthout the niphi and 
Fadmini cried for thm 
daya. fUauli: lUihl hai 
atped a van imall numbar 
ofniaa eftar diat. end pro* 
dnceri are alviisi prefer* 
eoee to Xen AMkovi end 


inmafertuAe 




dnceri are alviisi prefer* 
eoce to Xen AAuocrf end 
AftfreXad overFadalak. 
And new that Ami Xof Ii 
about te be mWeaed^ Riihl 
end FaaUai mo itttiAi 


anmed 




dd ^hii |iri Sheftane hai 
X the rare gift of mak* 
Ina men Kt like her alavei. 
There were boya at tha FTU 
(Film and Taleviilon Imti* 
tut# of India) sht lad up cha 
earden path only to ditch 
later. In Bombay she had 
Dhruf. Banjamm GUaixi 
Shakhar Kapoor, and now 
sbe hif |ot /aved. I am lura 
iha will ditch bim coo and 
take another lover." laid 
lomaonecbM to Snabana 
Ami. And not without basta 
eithar. Alter all whanevar 
anybody aaks tha star about 
her 'romance' with Javed. 
the icrlptwiiitr. iha liugni 
10 loud that the queirlon 
tats drowMd. At tha seme 
ume.many have heard her 
talking about geitinj mar* 
ried loon. To whom? they 
•ak. but there laomi to be 
no itrelght answer from tha 
ectreai. 

XTaieerudd/fl Shah ii not 
X V reedy to fall into tha nit 
of comnarcia) f Umi. where 
they talk of price first and 
everything elio afterwards. 
Thera have been countlasi 
of fan since he came to 
fllmi» but ho has not ^van 
in to tha temptation of big 
money, yat. *'Thay are offtr* 
ing me good money, but 
what I need are good rolai. I 
did fall for tha trap once or 
twice, whan 1 did films like 
Kh web and Tajurbaa. But I 
gradually found it was not 
worth the sacrifice. So, now 
I have gone to my own kind 
of work, the kino chat gives 
me pieaiure." says Nasaar. 
Naverthtlass, the star is 
now vrorking in two com* 
msrcial filiiM: Berubaan end 
DU AkbifDil Hai. **It is very 
romantic." says Nasear ab¬ 
out the second film, "and it 
was wonderful doing ail 
those rqfaanilc Kanes with 
Farvaan, who Is pretty, and 
such a wonderful lady " 




an Sudbtkgrre* 


AZBortoervouf Aoother wserel 
)mgy wellapell dlaeiter toattar 
iMlrrwpectlvecveefs. ramna 


recancly. he was stunned by 
the floM of telegrams and 
phonecalla, cragranUating 
urn on Ui overseas mar¬ 
riage. A^e^dered Sudha* 
kar. ctUl very much a beche- 
lar. soon realiaod that while 
he was away thd rumour* 
moflgara wart buiv eirculai* 
Mg spicy Horles of his sec* 
ret uMdMi M BlagiMre. 
where he had aeruiUy gone 
to attend e cultural prog* 
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Krithnt: fihuhui buHdar 

F or the first dne in the 
history of Talugu films, 
JCriabna hai ereeted a film 
lat on a five-acre plot for his 
film Benadu. Tha sat is lo¬ 
cated near Arunachalam 
studios in Madras. Tha 
vtcaot plot has batn con¬ 
verted into a slum coloiw. 
The film Is a remake of / V. 
SaaJ'a hit Malayalam film, 
and will be ready for reltasa 
In August. 

\f. T. Hama AeoViusdce 
X V Chaudhary whiu was 
relaasad on hti birthday has 
bean drawing huge crowds 
and thunderous applauia 
from tha audlanca-what Is 
surprising li that tha film 
haa been a hit. not just in 
Andhra but In Bangalore 
too. In fact, in Midni, whan 
hij name cama on tha 
•crton loud chears rent the 
air. 


A lter Radhika completed 
her film,/Cj/akka/ 

Fog umrajXwith Sudhakar, 
word was out that she was 
having an affair with him. 
After she did a number of 
films with Chiranjaavi, 
rumour had it chat she was 
his girlfriend. On both occa¬ 
sions. Radhiki dismissed it 
as gossip fabricated by the 
Tamil magatinas. Evioantly. 
this high-spirited, uninhi¬ 
bited actress is railing ouita 
a few starclw eyebrows by 
mixinf freely with her male 
coiten. 


a/anth/endX. Vijaytu 
two Talugu accreaaaaiad 


^ two laJuguactreaMAhid 
To migrate alsawhart due to 
lack of opportunities in 
their own film industries, 
Croiiing tha border Into 
Xarnaiiki proved to bo a 
dis# decliion in both ctaai 
for they have been received 
well and now havt chances 
to prove thalr talent In the 
KiJinada film Induitry. 



/ 


1920-21. When the postivar depression was & 
ctippling the world's iron and steel industry, not etten 
one worker was retrenched at Tata Steel. 



And SO, our 

Platinum JuMlee is also 
a Golden Jubilee. 


In the deprcMloA fean follovlAi 
World War I. bleat htfiuicet stood 
idle u the iron SAd steel ladnetry 
Icf gaeplAdloreaTvtvmL BrlUla'e 
shlpboildl^ yards sad AiBerka*a 
tutopobU e pUnte etadn ted. The 
receaelon was worldwu^ 

Yet. ill India. Taia Steel was wHl on 
1 (9 wa>* wli h I he Greai er Ex tens Ion 
IVo^ramme. Sadly, fortune, when li 
should have ruivii.ired. turned rirkle. 
An eart h<|uuke crippled Japan, our 
blfttgesi i.us(onicr. and spIraBin^ 
prices made nonsense ufour cost 
ealculailons. 8y November ld24. ihe 
Company faced ctoaure. But iheTala 
spirit would not aueeumb. Sir 
Donb) I Taia pledned his eni 1 re 
personal wealth and his wife’s 
jewellery lo obtain a bank loan of 


Ka 1 iTorr and the Company 
survfvrd. 

Klght ihroufih those traumatic 
sr Jcs. the lependaiy Tata conc^m tnr 
the employer never wavered and noi 
one work^ lost hlajob. This 
humanliy in the Managemcni- 
Uibourr^Honahtp has brou|iht 
bouni iful reward—4 ftolden jubilee 
oflndustrlal harmony. Fifty years 
marked by commitment. Iniegrtty. 

1 ngen ulty. maki ng poaaibl e 

max tmum capacily u t il taat ton cvrn 

tn trying i Imes. And it is a iraditlon 
which cominuew ForOamseiji Tata 
hddli true that thrweaJih 
generated bv industry should benefit 
the people and. thus, ehriehthe 
nation. 
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WtuU the people, ben^fite th* notion. 


I 90 r -1982 

TATASTEEL 


Hrc*Tb*4$ss 





Swi^iweft 


Beginning 27 June 


P- Q&l (U IMfl Ow 

L/^TQP viMk dOM not proni is d 
/ bf wry tovoufiM. Your 

V^^^^uproloulor>o( lror< Ml b« pM- 
——by innurportfM p^* 
iimi. Rorco compMitton from your coi* 
loiQUM may loud io t grott OMf of moniol 
loftoton. Do l^of 9 •l unduly doproMod Also, 
do not pM ytur hopot on iho domottK front. 
Not oH MN M WON« homo, oiinor ftfwdol* 
ly, howovtr, the weok i% brlgM. Thors may 
b# somo windfafl gains. A word of couOon; 
chock tjciravapancs ano do not loos your 
lompor. dssi dMt: 27. 29 and t UMy 
•smbafi: 1, $ and 9. Favwrabis dirosooa: 
Nonhwsaf. 

—I TAUftUI (II Ma^-14 Jans) A 
wsok ot romanco. so capdsirss 
on n. On tho profos«onal front 
^KioVsrai opponunihss twoit 
you Mako full uM of thorn and 
you will wm ihs apprscisnon of poopfs who 
manor. This woofr la favourabio lor buamosa* 
mon loo build up your siocki and sntor mto 
now dssia. Unidriwnatsiy. ths domotbc front 
wM not bo vary calm thfs wosk uaoiaciand 
pattsneo with your family momoora and 
probiomo rrvsy bo soivod Watcnyour ,^oaitn. 
MltMi: 2 $. 90 and 2 . Lwky nsaiNm; 2.4 
and 9. FsvosraMi lIrscHoa; Northsasi 

Q|MiW (11 Jsno-14 Jvtyl This 
la a roaao«>abfy auccoaofuf 
*^i<^wsok for you, Mombsra of ths 
n^ODpOOrtO sox win OonoM you 
W AcA^snd holp you to vnplomoni 
toms of tho plana you hava hod m mmd lor 
putts aomo tma. Tho domoatic front wiH 
romain lairty calm. Thta ia a good wooii for 
buamtaamon: you wiH havo sr^o opporturv 
Ify to oirpard your buainoaa and moroaao 
your atocka and atlas ^insnclaify. howavar. 
thia ia not a favoutabia wook at all ypu^moy 
hava to incur toons daad latta: 29, 1 *a^3. 
Lady asfiHtora; 9. e and 9. FavaoraMa Urta- 
Itaa: South. 

S CANCHf (19 Jalv-14 Aapae) A 
pood wook baa ahoad oi you. 
YOU wM ba m a poaidoo to 
aolvt most of your probiama. 
Holp from 0 aocrot aourco wM 
bo lorgsiy roaponatoto for your pood timt 
Fmv'caaly. thla to a bright waok: you wH bo 
eM ID ropty moat of your dabfa Howovar. a 
tvordofoMton: dodof gstearriodtwoy by 

r jr good fortuna, buf chack oxtravagam. 

vary good wook for romonco: you mk 
rri|ico atoody progroaa In moKom of tho 
\fmt. Tho domoabd front may poao prob- 
toms, do not worry. Saod ditor 30.2 and 3. 
UNly tow barr 4,9 and 9. FtioMto Mroc* 
•m Southotal. 


UO <19 itopd -14 fsuwlii) 

gy^y^Ba caraful in whst you aay or 
Tn^ wnia. tiM to aapoei^ trua for 
*^^buaino8amon and thoaa Of r«' 
aponalWa powpons Awordof 
sdvico: cnock all docureants thoroughly ba- 
tors vgrang toam. Impo na rs documonia 
must ba kapt m aato custody. Ba praparad to 
foes an unoipaciod avant whic h ploy 
havoc wan as your plans Levon, traa a not 
a vary good wtok propoaato or mamaga 
nogoutiona A foumoy you hava boan 
ptotomng to undortafco wto havo to bo post' 
ponod. Kasp a ctoaa watch on your hooKh 
9aad latoa: 27.20 M » Lady aaatoom: 9. 
7 and 9. FivtafaHi emitor 6aat 
(T^M vmso (19 tiitoaiii^ia m- 
/^xxf(v Nf| A raaaenabfy lavounbto 
gtf ya woak Has ahaad of you You 
itodortaka a youmay you 
aSM lhava boanptonmng tors tong 
bmo Thto wB nof only provo banakdai to 
you buf a wto also augur wot for your 
immodiato family mambora. Thooa of you 
who art amptoyod wB gsto firtonoaty this 
waak Bwamasamon. vmo n iha waak to 
naw dosto toay wB bo profetablo A fnond 
will hoto.9aid 4ttoa: 27.29 M t Lady 
awsbara: v $ and 9. FtaavaWt BfoeMa; 


Watt. 

S U 9 IU (19 Odabi r -14 Navstn- 
bar) Thto to a fina wook for 
undofiiMng o joumoy. Taka a 
v a c at ion lor over lha ital taw 
woaka you hava boan bring 
youraoif out. for profasaionata and 
b ua ma a aman tha naxt morih n gooigtoba 
vary busy. Thooo who aro BB urtompieyod 
wBknditobbytftoandofChamento. Thtoto 
a vary favourMa vtotk tor ihoaa appaadng 
in ozammabono Many of you «B pain fiom 

unoipoctod SAircoa Diaappainbnant awwis 
no rqmona ca By tocBnod. 9ood Oatoa: 29. 
29 and i Utoby makmt. 2. 4 w>d 9. 
fmmrt rn Brartaa: South 
mwx Wd fei O lllllwiBbi r 14 Ba- 
caabatl Th« to going to ba a 
^K^MMVOiy pood wook for moot of 
^Br^Snyou. Ralax and taka Pvnga 
stay. Etogrty poopit and am- 
ptoyora wiV coma to your aid toia wook. 
Ma^ of you wB pain a promobe^ or roward 
by Bia and of Via mordh. Craabva adBoa. 
iNi to going to ba a panod of hoctic aetwjfy 
and pfo fHi Miy. Levan, ttss la Pw Vma whan 
you CBi go'ahood wdh mamago prapara* 
Ocno. Exoktos coulion ffi daainp with mam- 
bora of dto oppoalia atx. A word of Mvtco: 
toko good cart bf your hoakh. goal iatot: 
29. 30 and 3 LACfey Minbara: S. 9 and 9. 
FuawiMi Braa f BL Msm. 


_ By AMRITLAL 

B lMmiUHOS (19 0f4l«b«;^ 
14 iBBtry) Tha arvj of ihe 
month It not gomg to ba vary 
tortunata lor most el you ^ 
caraiui m your daatmga wim 
aidara and thoaa m auihonty Fact an 
probiama with eouraga and pauanca and 
you wB aurtiy ba abia to ovarcoma tham 
Howavar, if aomo domoabc manor koops 
bothodng you, fuat ralax and taka it stay ’ 
word of adwea to butmaaiman. do noi star 
naw vanturaa. Mamad pacpif, ihra waak you 
wB hava aoma aarioua miaundaratar>d 4 ng 
wfth spouaaa. Baad IBat: 27 , 30 arto 3 
lattr MHiiNn; 1 , 5 and 9 Fsvaorabii dirac- 
baas: None and South. 

CAPWCOAN (19 Jfnaary -14 
^Fdnuni) Many of you havo 
e (QY^baon wanting lo .Qiaka 
changaa fn your canaar. Go 
ahoad. Howavar. conatoor 
mo oovamogaa and diaa^amagoa of tho 
naw proiaaaion thai you art going lo under* 
taka botora takir>g a fmaf daciaton. Soma of 
you wB pBn a pfopany or togacy at lha and 
of tha waok WsKh your hoaiih cloaoly. 
Thoao having difiarancof with your am* 
ptoyora art advtood lo ito tow. Obod 
9 Baa: 27 29 and i loUy nvotoaii: 2 . 4 and 
9 Favaarailt ilracttan: Norm 
QWuT^kQUAlUfJI (19 Filraary^U 
n Ssy ^Martk) BusinoMmon. thta *$ 
net lha bast lima for maiung 
naw invasimants or daala 
L!>cbc!j Nodhac 1$ i> a good wqok lor 
thoao who hovo boon thnkir>g about mar- 
nags On mo Oomoibc front, chrtdron wiH 
bnng a tot of Kaopmoss to mo whoto famrty: 
thoy wB do wall m oxammaiiont and com* 
potmohi. A word Of caution lor ihoaa aagor 
to form a businaas partnorship with inanda 
or aoQuainiancoi do not orocoad m tho noxt 
tow wooks. (toad dator t. 2 and 3 Urcky 
aonbon: 6 . 7 and 0 . Favoarabto diradtow; 
East and North. 

PnCB (19 Birab—14 AphI) 
parfod tima to go 
ahaad wim naw businaas van* 
ruraa. Those of you who mako 
i^'cr ^ a living by smging, this vrook 
Piora to havoi m Bora fv you Thora to a lair 
moaauro of tuck and hrianciai gams m store 
for moat oi you. Mamod people may gat IrHo 
a dtaputa wiih your spouses. But oo not 
worry. Handle prebtoms with paMnc«.Thto 
waak promisoa io ba a vary busy one; 
frttnda and ratatrvas will vto't you in iha 
avarwiga. However, you are adviaod to 
axarctos roairainr m your oxpondtture. Good 
daiis: 27,28 and 29 leeay MHniers: 3,5 and 
7 . FavaoraMa dlratttoas: East and South. 


f«r tom dm balM II JMp and 14 Mr evfwBaa aro dtou^Bui 
aM,hwdwDrtong. though many art dacafvod by diatr a ppargnt 
.toBtomi and 99099 cd ton. By Bhd forgo fhoM born durtog Ms onto 


bf«l\ bofd^ and anorgy mgy load them MO protooaiena «ho toB 
of, an amy oiwnmpodir. GhomMi. ongmaorlng. advorftoing or 


joumafeom. 09 >or iMfy profaoatona tor Gammftos are manogonai 
occupottond dko mmaowiwa and mir>a9ara of iron and cMmicai 
induMnaa. Thak dMgonca wB ba rowardod. though thia may coma 
foit In Mfo. Boma may ovan azpartanca iroubto m going tor highar 
acudiaa. Bat moto Of thorn araguaa apmtuakaticanooffon ponder on 
(ha myotoftaa of tho Buorama 6 ai^. 












Filings begin to happen in style 
once you have a VIP DESIGINER under your belt. 
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U ones, o4 
eoum—coainf through ibe wii*r ttpil 
Ymi thii btppeneil (S Jum)» 

UK m i sliUD ATM but in a profea- 
MTi* colony ia Bhopal. Th« roMoa for 
tho appoaraACO of tna saakea: cha main 
mar auppiy Itaa runniaa ibrouah iht 
Nptie nak outtlda tha c^oy hu nip* 
rurad. Tht rttidanrt It laamo. bad baan 
Jrlnkini ciethini but auttar watar*^ 
Hindusun Timtt (Saji Tbomai, Ranchi) 

KANPUR: Bullied and harauad bus* 
band* of thia (own hate uoiiad in a bid 
re rid (bamsalvaa of their worriat. A 
foniB called Pati Manch ha» been 
fomad bare lo tore out the problems of 
"weak buibandi* accordiof lo the 
tfancb aacratary Mr Ram Gopal Pvri. 
laaidae aeclal workan, a rarirad jadae 
iBd a doctor have been appoiotM by 
the llanch co attend to the needs of 
Milllad husbands. Effohs ware also 
taderway to tat cha body reilstered, Ur 
htri adaad-^r/mas ot /noia (Rajaah 
luYarea. Bombay) 

QURUVAYUR; A '‘bridetroom* came 
le the kafyaoamaodapem at the Sri 
Krishna temple hare to solemnise his 
Birrlaia with a |irl» but his first wife 
smad up In ttma to claim him. Tba 
'iroom” and hla party aocountarad the 
■va and bar par^ instead of the new 
irida and bar rmacions and friends. 
Mnidit noise and confusion both (ha 
mias ware asked to quit the man* 
fapam. In an earliar wadding at the 
tafyanamandapam last week the 
Klaecroom found that the bride had 
nan switched in the last minute. The 
iaw |irl wu not acceptable to him. 
Unidu shouts and countarshouts a sa(* 
famaot war reached under which the 
iddagroaa paid Rs 3000 to the girl as 
ddipaoearioa for "reiaeting*' bar—»iad/' 
id fiapraea (L Kalyeoaraman, Madras) 

y * ' 

K UPATI; Laddua, the sacred prasa* 
of Lord Vaakataswara sold at Tini' 
Ula tampla by the Tirumala-Tirupatl' 
Uvaathanams are not of a good quality. 
!hay have come dowa in quality aod 
loaa thair caste in a few days. 
hmaHy ska laddu could be preser^d 
id tgkaa as prasadroi aran for three 
motha. Now the laddua do not eoatalii 
Iran elmooda, rafinad CiApbor 
■I augv caady cryataia. The adiuDlf* 
fdtiM sm (hay ara doing away with 
Mr ttiiWaota as tbay are incurring 
ptTf losaaa In cha aala ot laddu» 
(& Briaba. Myiora) 


THAJtErA imBinuDc4&brtt|ya Jaiuta 
Party worw, who sRwmijfr passed 
soma rtmarks winst Hinau Maha* 
sabha leader Vikram Sa*arkar» bas 
baan shared bald by Sabha isofkara at 
Kalyan near hm according to a coo* 
^auc racaivad by tba poDc^lbdiao 
Express (Mobd. Ralluddin. A&dbra 
Pr^asb) 

BOMBAY; A former chief minlsur of 
Gujarat, Ur Babubhai Patel, and omre 
thaa 300 of his associates offered 
Mtyagraha at ibe Daooac abattoir today 
proteadng against the Iarfa*scaia aod 
Uiegal ilaugAtar of bullocks. Tba de* 
moaitration began at 4.CM) am and about 
SOO bullocks ware not allowed (o be 
taken into the abattoir. The stiyagraJus 
ware bodily lifted by the police and 
taken to the nearest police station. All 
of them were later released. Earlier. Ur 
Pale) addressed the gathering in wnich 
be straasad ”iha role of bullocks in an 
agrarian economy*'i-Tiiaar of Indio (K. 
1C Bhasin. Kmtinda) 

PUNE: Rapraseniativas of the SOOO odd 

C iitutas ia the city yesterday (2B 
) annoiwcad that they would carry 
on ibiir *btisiness’ oa a cooperative 
basis. The president of the newly 
formed Pune Devadasi Sanghatana 
(prostitutes association) Sonabal Metin' 
aiami told a press conference hare that 
the cooparatrva activity would be ti* 
mited to bouse rant, taxes, electricity 
accommodation and the number of 
beds. She said the contribution would 
be ia pn^mction to the capacity of the 
baoeftciaries. Sonabai dcmandM ragu* 
lar medical check* ups by the civic au* 
tbonties, free education and hostel foci* 
tides for their children, priority in em¬ 
ployment for those prostitutes who 
wanted to leave the profession end 
appoiniBient of special statutory to uadi 
for their protection. She denied alleia* 
tions that innocent girls were being 
lured info the profession and said poor 
women who had no and who failed 
to get entry into destitute homes on* 
terM it to earn tbetr bread—iodtan 
Express (D. AgarwaL Tadepalligudeoi) 

RRISHNAGAR: A young woman in the 
eighth month of pregnancy was di* 
vorced by her husband for the sole 
reason that her fqtber was a Congressfl) 
supporter. The woman alorm with her 
paints from Tengridanga village under 
shantipur police statkes of (fedia dis¬ 
trict aubmlttcd a written statement to 
the oatrict ma^traie here yesterday (1 
Juna) to this meet The district magis¬ 
trate assured ber that Im would look 
into the mantr^Iadian ffaiion (Syed 
Alem HusaaiD, Samaacipuf) 

PORT UjUR : In (be midst cd their hard 
struggla uainst beconiog extinct, the 
grant Aademnnese tribe with a total 
number of 26 have bad a good tiding: 
birth of a bal^ girl. A girl was bom to 
Leebo, wife of Cutlat in their house at 
8(nh lalaad on 12 May last bringiat a 
sense of relief to the members ot m 
tribe amoM whom the number of 
women is fist daeliaiog—tadian £v* 
preat (l^tn Nair, Trivandrum) 



In fact, half tbe ome both of us 
were sitting in silence, I wondered 
what made her call me-^heran 
Singh on his meeting with Mrs 
Gandhi, quoted in Sraresman 

Tapase bas proved that the quel* 
ificatioQS for becoming a Governor 
are dishonesty and chimehooir^ 
Piloo Uody interviewed in Ivews- 
rrek 

1 went to Ibe Hi^ Court bgcause 1 
wished to find atleast one wise soul 
among the galaxy of wlsa juries In 
that court‘*>A. R. Antulay after the 

cement case judgment went against 
hire 

Persons whose conKience is clear 
do not take shelter under discre¬ 
tionary powers—Justice Desai of 
(be BOTbay High Court in his judg* 
ment on the cement case 

Do not aak me any questions about 
Calcutta telephones-»C M. 
Stephen, union communications 
minister. 

Senseless capitalists arc feeding 
with their own hands the commun¬ 
ist monster for their and the whole 
world’s ruin—Alexander Solshenlt* 
syn in I* Express 

There is e phrase in the industry: 
'Some adi sell (he sinle but not the 
steak.* I am happy to say that today 
when you hear the siale the steak 
is generally good—Alyque Padam* 
see on the advertisement industry 
quoted in Bombay 



Unlike Queen Victoria who rook 
great pains not to touch her babies 
(‘'they loolc frightful when undres*' 
sed,* she once confided) the 
cess of Wales—a chic young woman 
of these times—is expected to 
breast-feed hers—Lj/e 

Virginity is a lovely thing. It is the 
greatest gift a man and woman can 
give to one another—Mother Tere* 
$a to Harvard university students 

J don’t think I will make a good 
actor. It is much better pulling the 
stnng^Shyam Banegal quoted in 
Indian Express 






When the oil 
pressure in your car 

registers low' 

yoar Mood pressure 
could register an 

■■ ^■ aP ■ ■ ■ 


all- time high 


LMd«ft el Xtm Iftditr) tutomoiiv* 
induttry lik# 

• TCLCO • AthoJi tevUnd 

• MtNiodri & Mthindre 

• Hindustan Motet* • TAF€ 

• lnt*rn«|)or)*J Tttciort • Ej< 

• EMorti • 6 *)^ Tompo 

• IdMl Jtw* # Enlieid 

• 0«jaj Auto f TV$-60 

• Luna • $uvoo« 

9 dEML € Oafeoc* 

Hoavy Vah^lM 
90 lot Pricol. 

Should you M 
lot IMI? 



Tha Pricol Oil Prciiuri Giugo 
witchai ovor your car. tailing you 
tha praaaur* of tria oiMn tha 
anglna'a lubrication ayttam. 

Whan tha Oil PraaauraOauga ihows 
a raadlng lower than normal, 
bawara. If your oil praaiura la not 
aneugh. it ahowa that thf laval of 
oil la ao low that it cannot ba takan 
up by tha oil pump. Raauit: «vaar in 
tha main baarir>oa. blocfcad baaringa— 
which li juat what poor lubrication 
(a all about. 

Lai Pricol Oaahboard Initrumanta 
warr> you wall in timt. Thara ia an 
•htira range of Da ah board Inatru- 
manta to r>aip you check your 
vahiciaa. 
a Spaadomatar 
a Tamparaturt Gauge 
a Oil Pjaaaura Qauga 

• 6atli^ Condition Indicator 

• Fval S^jelar>cy Gauga 


Dashboard Instruments 




Premier Inetrumenta 
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Nvfln (Whit*) to mov* 


I hr HleciS o1 Oi* ia Mucjma 

tpwivjii j anr bring ft»i lurWy* afM rntfi vm 
niQhr •rnagirw rr* Hooqthvn teumrmcni m 
9lift «n im «g$ hit by urwi^rutv wiiin 

Hinfir iri itw lonn 9* Niinn «h9M tirtm* 


AM fWMTdt iMeM* at Om Colagt. 

C^deni has farad Mu d orto *« iraft. 
f9c*t d*A9efO«fihr mh) V* nenraral lown» 
m«Ai <iroiil &nc» icffyng kl^^mm to 

am$ John Niawi has nMdb rawtoeus smdrs 
tnd hn (M^torowc* rt Wi|ii «p 7e* ntra h» 
tftmd fant ptoca «>to Owhor ahMtf ol a ho«i 
of )««cfanq yantf wM ia a rTMra> ral, HubASr 
»«c). oftoMf My h«*aasien to *•*« 

•MPWarfT « iMSt dto aejdMNc wto 
A^Rs^ iftoto WM soKto w r a wgr raijis 
tt«b an 2w ftobnsf ounopaad m* leas of 4 
ptoce and fmtgrmd 41 iS mMs sgstrM t* 
rewiien plajw hentoff and kn a tong t*at 
ifratorad n Imh tosi Nitoflhdian ao»is el 
itoi ean dalraci ftom John t ptotofmane*. ntoch 
mMi r jM as «nt of ■» M toMraafim toiiins 
•va* bt a »i to h ptover 
rha at/«ufid MMy o< JoMi 1 play fs ««(y h<^ 
and fas inimp cM « hs WMAJOie abdiiy to 
calriflato Thr acto to« at angoocy 1 Mil)*cal 
pen* f» nt^oi bs an encoiMw wito Tai M ia 
lfai|4 am 7sa jehndftoosMol han mto conaian' 
mala »aa* Tar aacnira a (hva to ep*n lam 
•vwanx iha DUcai Jim^ tHd toton amply cmmm 
them end toynctm ha own aitocfa 
WMs Of i Mmn Biadi lii fai 
Saaon Osfsnee 


1 Paa n-mt i »-0«t 

2 IMtn MJ IP-KK) 0-n 

I p-ot PsP f %~m 

«H«p 10-0 p«fa 


itomanm 4m. a oaMig mows aNanPng K 
ffloM any Wtoto rs*l)i Dr MM sno 
hence lha mptr 

I IMA h-n It PtA4 ^ 

IP 9~Qm p~ca 19 p-M 

No nenosTM chMS He eiwns w pMt Black 
tor Vis asslamhg sHsct of P^OQ 
19. . M Id P-M 

19 P-M P^ 

IM of CMS U PkP PiP IS MNP aM4 t« 
ll(SH3d 

14.. . m-m 14 M-n p« 

ti B-a p-» 

A tNineoc as^dice a> autfi vostoone 4s Nunn 
MnoAskatos Peutfi d hnI Iom a peon. 

IT KPM OnP 91M-CI UMH 

to OP Oh-Pt 19 iMU h-KI 

If PAM IMtl » B-P9 B-M 

91 MCM« B-M 
Whfia Mi VraMraPAS 
B» AA» 

Ho« «iVi Via VitoM otP-Nt 

94.. . OA) IT BoQ IM 

(DUMiUlf) 91 MB IM 

9* N-Bi MQ 9* IMT? 

2BNM* Btot 

OpanaiQ ** Poor to Bleck's Ung The game P 
aftoctotor mar 

IB BAM 91 P# 

IA1 MM* Baa^ 

AHarV AbB 39 MP BraM mato Ml Itt 


MICHA€L 8TEAN 


Undge 

r he maran Hunqarpn. Oats Orath. nntoi abooi 
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OUCSTIOHS 

1 What IS r^e work of a Tootormst? 

2. Where wouM yoo hnd a cofhn bone'T 

3 One has heard of Russian sptes, 
American spies and many other such 
type Ot spies, but what is Northern Spy^ 

4. Euthanasia is being advocated 
these days 8ut what is athanasia? 

S Does Ihe name Bourbon whiskey 
come from whiskey drunk by (he Bour* 
bohs^ 

B. If someone aaks rot Meibe lotosi, 
what does he want? 


7. If one has Ouich courppe, whai does 

a signify^ 

8. In basketball what is th ree lor»two? 

9. Where is tfw Great White Way? 

10. What to the Heniay? 
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V r iS'iri/;/?, .VnLioL; Mui Cundu Ajo Jiisdinfu'd uitk thetr PCi'it) Cfttffs 


Bhajdn l^l's MJuiikhcM M)pp«irfeis 

M«‘4nwhile, ihrce »iaies top ihv 
U>t in *'opi‘rai Mill i(H»rft»ni»4ticMi' 
AniJ (he first u» Hv «sked !•> Wuw 
will b« Mr K T KartHid. prv$i4l«ni 
»f thr Karnaiaka PCCdl primarily 
beiausc of dilfcrenies with chivf 
minisrer (fiindu K^o Noxi i»n thr 
list IS P^ndii Bishambhar Nath 
Pandv. rh« L^ttar Pradvsh HCCtll 
vhiff Mr Pande w)iu had be«*ri 
brouMbi in ro louliter Pandit Kam 
Upati Tnpalhi'v influerKe actiinii' 
ihe brahmiii> ol eastern UP»afier 
Mr TnpathPs nu«ier from the cert* 
iral cahiner -has failed miserably. 
Whit has weakened .Mr PanJeS 
positiim further is the fact that the 


UP CM. Mr V. K Sintth, has private* 
ly blamed Mr Pande inr the Cnn* 
Kre»s<li dehailc in Ourhwnl 
In Mahaijvhtra, chief minister 
Babavahcb Bhosale has tuld the 
Cnncrcss^li high command that the 
PCO[i*presideni. Mi Culab Rao 
PatU, has not lircn cnoperaiinK 
with him. Apparently Mr Piuil is no* 
ihinKbutMrA R. Antula^'s rubber 
stamp. And in nearby (hijarai. nem 
on thechnppinn Mock is the PCC(I> 
chief Mr Mehta, who is totally 
lenored by chief minister Madhav 
Smh Solanki. Mr .Soianki. it is wide* 
ly believed, has convinced the hiah 
command that Mr Mehta must m 
piven the sack. 




Till: C'niiprosN(ll high commartd iv 
iMcpjunp t" reoip.uiiNi .1 numiser 
of Pi.tdesh Connie*'''•I 11 Commitiet^s 
m rirdcr m stri*ii>:tluoi ihc hands of 
the com ei lied ihicl ministers 
Accoiihnp to ihc lUiision lakcn 
liist after ihe scih.uk' in I he Con 
i 4 iewl> in the \'i M.in eh*ciions 
rhe new PC'Oli Jiiois would lie 
ncmnn.iied 014 1 advKi* of the 
Jiicf iDiniNici s li.c apiHonrnienr of 

Ml Siili.iii SMif;li,MI', .IS the 
lidivona PCCfll chief has paved 
the wav Ini implonieiiiniK the hif;h 
lommand's |iUii Mr Sultan SiOKh. 
• utc e a i Jose «j sstu ute of the former 
unmn tfeleiice minivier. Mi Bjnsi 
l.al. has now Imome one of Mr 


TIIF latest to deivct 10 the Saniav 
Vichar Manch is none niher th.tn 
Sudhir Mishra. nephew ul the Bihar 
CM. Dr Jagannath Mishra Sudhii 
Mishra one of the secicuries of the 
Rilur PC'C'iIt and umorig the few 

S le ill ihe state who knew all Or 
ra*s secrete, had disappeared 
on 10 June with Akbar "Dumpy" 
Ahmed, and hidden till the Adalac* 


gunj public mecitng where he was 
to share the platform wjth Mrs 
Maneka Candhi When Dr Mishra 
heard of Sudhir Mishra's defection, 
he personally rushed 10 his house 
oMy to find him gone And though 
the angry CM order^ his police 
and Slate mielligertce departments 
lo locate Sudhir Mishra. iney failed 
to find him. 


RA.JAAT>-?A!>i SijU DU UP S IMAGE 


*1 HI Raj.isihan government has de 
i»i«»|)ed nnii|uc wavs of propagai 
iiiU ihc ini.«>tcol ihe Pntne Minister 

.Old sure IimUi’is Not vciy Umik 

.«!:n, the town impiovumcnr trust of 
Ml) inganiigar, K.iMstluin. distri 
li.ili il some lejsi'hold diKtimenis 
I* * resideniial Unid 1 he •lUottees 
\ surpriscrl to find photographs 
omird on tiu Icass'liolil papers 
llii\ u(i*' .Mis C.indlii. state CM 
Ml siiiv < h nan Malhiii. ihc minis 
< I lor lot ol M*lt itot'c'irmivni. Mi 




Shriram Cotewala. and (he presi 
dent of the irusi and member of the 
Rajasthan Assembly. Mr 
Radheshyam Inserted in bciwcen 
the ftiui photographs was the 
national emhivm: the Ashoka Chak* 
ra But 0 resident of Srigangana* 
gar Mr Chug has filed a writ 
pet II ion in the Rajasthan High 
Court ihallenging the validity of 
the diKumems as the use of the 
photographs went againsi the 
teneis of ihe Indian Constitution. 


EtRA* '.Vi Di;V*' 
fAK ; REVt-i*.’rse 

THE latest instance of infighting in 
the faciion-riddan UP cabinet is 
bet wee n Mr Cu la b Si ngh. th e min is • 
ter in cherge of the Kumaon divi* 
aion and Mr Brahm Outi. the state 
finance minisrer. Apparently some 
time ago, Mr Oulab Singh’s follow* 
ers accused Brahm Dutt of grabbing 
a large plot of land in Dehradun. 
Though the Utter promptly denied 
the charge, he dio not forget the 
insult,So recentlywhenthecentral 
narcotics department charged Mr 
Culab Singh with the illegal cul* 

(i vat ion of |^py and the manufac* 
cure of opium, no uiie w«s sur* 
prised. The angry minister got bail I ' 
Oft 10 June from (he court of the 
additional judicial magistrate 
According to reliable sources in the 
narcotics department, this informa* 

(ion had been received from people 
close (0 Mr Brahm Dutt. 

0. E. NiZAMUDDlN 





















... when treating cuts and wounds 

The soil, the water, the veiy air around us are ad teeming with 
rniUiom of germs and b4Cteria.soine ul wKkN tan lause dangceews 
diseases. N^rrMtly. the human diin acts as a shield In heep these 
dangerous germs m>m entering our b«>dies. 

Occasionally, we cut or hurt uunelves. When ihi« hapMim. 
the skin is broken and a chink appears In Ihe body's shield. Grim 
seize this opportunily to Invade the budy. That is when vn< need Detlol 

Deital lot c«u and act apes 

£ven (he smallest cul uc scrape should be immediately washed 
and cleaned with a lotion of Dettol Liquid In water. Dettol UUs miUtom 
of germs on cnntan to disinfect the area around the broken skin. 

Dottol far deaaalisg seowsrds 

Sometimes when ihecut or wound Is deep, you need (o dress It 
to keep U from getting septic. First wash and cImh the affected area 
with a lotion of Delttil Liquid in water. Then use soothing, noiw 
staining Deitol Antiseptic Cream to drms the wound Dettol 
Antiseptic Cream errsurvs lunger-lastmg germicklal artion and alows 
in heal naturally. 

Always keep Oertgl Liquid a/xf l>Tlol Antlsephc Cream handy. 
And keep your world germ-fl^. 



Trusted by doctors ior over 40 years 
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